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FROM THE EDITORS NEWSLETTER TEAM
In the words of Carol Ann Duffy in
her poem New Year, ‘I drop the dying
year behind me like a shawl and let it
fall.’
Her words definitely conjure a picture
but we always feel that this time of
year is more about the anticipation of
what is to come than what lies
behind.
This very evocative poem by Matt
Goodfellow, from the book ‘A Poem
for Every Day of the Year’, sums it up
more eloquently than we could ever
achieve:
‘Poem for a New Year’
‘Something’s moving in,
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and the pilgrimage of fins.
Something’s not the same,
I taste the sap and feel the grain,
hear the rolling of the rowan
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ringing, singing change.
Something’s set to start,
there’s meadow-music in the dark
and the clouds that shroud the mountain
slowly, softly start to part.’
In this edition we have both a little looking back, with the four page spread of
photos of all the Advent Windows, for those who may have missed some, and also
with the four page centre pull out of the Hook Norton Garden Club programme for
this year.
Also included is the Hook Norton Directory for 2022, with contact details for both
local groups and businesses, please remove it and retain it for future use.
We’d also like to thank Terry Swainbank for the lovely photo of the redwing on the
front cover, many of which can be seen in the fields around the village, and indeed
in gardens, at this time of year.
What more can we say, other than to wish everyone a very happy and healthy 2022,
with the hope that things will be getting increasingly back to ‘normal’.
Deborah and John Weaver 01608 737791, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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CANCER RESEARCH UK FUNDRAISING APPEAL
My name is Sarah Harrison and I live on Simmons Way, Hook Norton – you may
have seen me running around the village with my collie.
Feeling frustrated by the various, if understandable, Covid-19
restrictions last February I enrolled on the “couch to 5k”
programme. I have now decided to try and run a marathon for
charity! Having lost two of my grandparents to cancer I am
trying to raise £5,000 for Cancer Research UK by completing the
London Marathon.
Cancer survival rates have doubled over the past 40 years.
Consistent progress is being made but improvements to
technology and ground-breaking work offer new opportunities to
find different ways to prevent, diagnose and treat cancer and
improve survival rates even further. With your support I can help
Cancer Research UK improve results even faster.
Ways you can help:
1. Please make a donation directly to my fundraising page,
(follow the link or scan the QR code).
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/p
age/sarahs-london-marathon-2031
2. Please buy a ticket in my fundraising
raffle (a sneak preview of prizes include –
a golf lesson at Tadmarton Heath Golf
Club, a 1-1 dog training session with
local dog behaviour specialist Nicole
Thomas at K-9 Balance, a horse massage
by Helen Wallbank at Equilibria Equine and a luxury hamper).
3. Come along and enjoy my music and quiz night in Spring
2022, (date and local venue to be confirmed). Local acoustic
duo ‘Alian’ will be performing.
4. Drop into our fundraising car wash. Look out for signs and
opening times on Facebook.
Every penny raised goes to Cancer Research UK and every penny counts!! Thank
you!! Please wave if you see me running by.
Sarah Harrison

HOOKY LIVE ADVENT CALENDAR 2021
42 Windows decorated - what amazing talent and creativity we have in this village!
A huge thank you again to everyone who decorated a Window, and helped make
our third Live Advent Calendar such a success. We know from meeting people
walking around the route and from the many lovely comments we’ve had, how
much joy and pleasure they have given; particularly at the end of another difficult
year.
Our thanks also go to Paul Cann and Hooky Neighbours who very kindly drove
people around the village to see the Windows, (the direct route round them all was
2.7miles), to Pete Bassett for going out every evening to photograph the windows,
and to everyone who donated in support of our three local charities, raising
approximately £200.
Photos of all the Windows are on the following pages.
Look out for details of 2022 Live Advent Calendar in the October Newsletter!
Annie, Judith, Laura, Advent Calendar Team
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
tirsriding@gmail.com
www.turpinslodge.co.uk

ONLINE BOOKING
If you would like to come riding at Turpins Lodge
�� Go onto www.turpinslodge.co.uk
�� Log onto our booking system,
�� Register your rider details,
�� We will grade you
Once graded you can book any rides suitable for your grade online.

We cater for all abilities from Tiny Tots to Cross Country jumping and
everyone in between.
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
What’s coming up in 2022?
As well as some old favourites, we’re
excited to be offering some incredible new
challenge events throughout the year! So
why not try something new in 2022 and
help us to raise much-needed funds for
our hospice? As always, your support and
generosity means that we can continue to
care for local people and families when they need it most.
Walk this way
Our annual flagship fundraising event is back and this time it’s by moonlight…
The rebranded Moonlight Walk is taking place on 9 July 2022 at Banbury Rugby
Club.
We’re going back to the eighties – so expect lots of leg warmers, bright colours, big
hair and glow sticks galore. Get your tickets today and don’t forget to tell family and
friends!
Charity challenges
Help us raise money with an adrenaline rush! We have the following challenge
events available to sign up to now – the sky is literally the limit!
Extreme Abseil: Take on the 418 feet National Lift Tower, Northampton on 1 April.
Blenheim Fun Run: Run, jog or walk around the stunning grounds on 15 May.
Wingwalking: Take to the skies on the top wing of a bi-plane on 26 May.
Ride London-Essex 100: Be part of Team KHH and cycle 100 miles on 29 May.
Oxford Half Marathon: Secure your spot for the 13.1 miles on 16 October.
For more details on all these challenge events, plus even more visit
www.khh.org.uk/challenge
How does your garden grow?
Our ever-popular Open Gardens will be making a welcome return in 2022 and we’d
love to be able to offer even more events this year. If you’d like to get involved and
welcome visitors to your garden, then get in touch. We’re here to offer support and
guidance to help make sure your Open Garden event is blooming marvellous.
Tree-mendous success
Thanks to our brilliant team of volunteers, our first-ever Tree-cycle scheme was a
huge success and we were able to collect and chip 107 trees – helping to raise
around £1,600 for our hospice!
Next year, we plan to go even bigger and better with more postcodes, more
collections and hopefully even more money raised!
Head to our website for more details, events and news: www.khh.org.uk.
Sarah Woods, Marketing & Communications Officer
Working days: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday - 9am-5pm
Fundraising Tel: 01295 816484 | Main: 01295 811866
Email: sarah.woods@khh.org.uk
Katharine House Hospice, Aynho Road, Adderbury, OX17 3NL
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We welcome ladies and gents into our
salon for cutting, colouring and blow
drying. Come to us where you will be
greeted into a warm and friendly
atmosphere. We will do our very best,
so that when you leave you will be
feeling on top of the world!! (and we
get to do all the cleaning up!).
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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Kinderpiano - Age 4 - 94 years!
Piano lessons in Hook Norton. Ever wanted to
play the piano? Friendly,
experienced teacher
recently moved to the area
looking for pupils. If you
or your children want to
have a go call Claire
Richnell on 07960 143677.

Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator, Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial, honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 90 references always supplied
Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 720006
Rowan court, Milton Road, Bloxham, OX15 4HD
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk
www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LAND TRUST
With the start of a new year we can report
that a determined and intense period of
negotiating has successfully culminated in
the Section 106
agreement being
agreed with
Cherwell District Council (CDC) and signed on behalf of
HNCLT by Cathy Ryan, Chair HNCLT and Kirsten Berry,
Company Secretary, as pictured.
We have also agreed the terms of the Land Transfer from
CDC to HNCLT and have signed the documents which are
now ready for completion. That means that HNCLT are
about to take ownership of the land, provisionally titled
Bourne Green, that the affordable, sustainable, community-led homes in Hooky will
be built on, and construction planning can begin!
HNCLT awarded grant funding from Westmill Solar Cooperative
We are thrilled to announce that we have been awarded grant funding from
Westmill Solar Cooperative in their recent round of grant applications. The grant will
be used to employ our project manager, Phil Cringle, for the next phase of crucially
important financial negotiations and project development.
Phil, pictured, is an accredited and experienced community–led
housing advisor and has been a great asset by helping us to
develop and juggle the multiple strands of the project.
“It’s fantastic that a grant from Westmill Solar
Cooperative has made it possible to continue my role in
this exciting project and it’s wonderful that the funding
comes from a source of renewable energy.”
Nina Alphey, Westmill Solar Cooperative Director, had this to say
about the award:
“We are pleased to support this initiative, especially as
it aligns with our co-operative principles of community
and sustainability. Behaviour change is essential to
meet net zero targets and the work which HNCLT is
doing to develop affordable and sustainable living for
communities is something that Westmill Solar truly
believes in and so wants to help promote further on a
national and global level.”
You can find more information about Westmill Solar Cooperative here;
www.westmillsolar.coop/latest-news
Why not become a member of HNCLT for just £1?
If you would like to join HNCLT as a member, or register interest in the project as a
volunteer or potential investor and receive our newsletter, or would like to live in
one of the homes the membership form and information can be found on our
website:
https://www.hooknortonclt.org.uk/join-us
You can contact HNCLT at hello@hooknortonclt.org.uk
You can contact Cathy Ryan as below .
Cathy Ryan, Chair, Hook Norton Community Land Trust,
catherine.ryan@hooknortonclt.org.uk
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WILDLIFE NOTES
After detailing some of my experiences in the
December newsletter this issue contains photos
sent to me in recent months.
In no particular order this is what I have been sent.
Martine Spalding sent me this photo of a chiffchaff
which had ventured into her garden.
Marguerite and Ray Bentley contributed the image
of a Southern Hawker
dragonfly, while
Christine and Michael
Edgar sent me this photo of
a Comma butterfly on a
verbena in their garden.

Hedgehogs should be
hibernating at this
time of year. Let’s
hope that this
one captured
by
Wendy Gordon
back in midNovember
is safely tucked
away until spring.
Returning to birds the redwing
shown on the front cover was
spotted by Terry Swainbank in the
hawthorn hedge on Bourne View,
and Kim Buckle had this green
woodpecker in her garden along
at The Grange.
Finally, a grey heron captured by
myself on the pond behind
Ironstone Hollow.
Details of any wildlife sightings,
especially with photos, are more
than welcome.
David McGill, 01608 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

18

JAMES LAMB - ACCIDENT OR MURDER?
A simple wooden cross on the path leading to the old
railway tunnel by the Nature Reserve marks the spot
where James Lamb died in 1890.
Who was James Lamb? He was born in Great Tew in 1855
to George and Charlotte Lamb. By 1871 he was an
agricultural labourer living in South Newington with his
parents and siblings. After marrying Sophia Shrimpton in
1877 they moved to Hooky and in due course he changed
jobs and obtained work as a plate layer on the railway.
In late 1890 a landslip had occurred in the cutting
between the station and the tunnel up by the Swerford
road. A gang of men had been employed to clear the
debris, however, work was only undertaken during
daylight hours. After dark a man was stationed in the cutting at each end to watch
for further landslides and to stop trains if necessary.
James was on duty on the evening of 1st November 1890. As night watchman he
was left to his own devices and it was not until later when a fellow workman went
into the cutting to see if James had an adequate supply of oil for his lamp that he
was found in a terrible state. He found James lying across the track suffering from
injuries that had probably been inflicted by a passing train. After summoning help
he was taken to the Horton Hospital in Banbury where he died shortly after.
An inquest was held at the Horton on Tuesday 4th November. His widow, Sophia,
said that after being told about the accident she went to the scene and saw him
lying near the line. “Both of his feet had been cut off and his brains were
protruding. He did not speak at all.” she told the inquest. She had gone with him to
Banbury in Mr Merry’s pony cart.
Several other employees gave evidence at the inquest including two train drivers
whose trains passed along the track when James was on duty. Both drivers had
examined their trains after hearing of the accident and nothing was found that
signified that either had struck him. The inquest heard that he should not have been
where he was found. He should have been on the bank showing a green light
walking up and down the cutting looking to see if a further landslip had occurred.
Stephen Louch said that James had no lamp with him when he was found. After a
search it was found unlit in the manhole in the tunnel. His flags were also found
some distance away. Mr Tayton, the coroner, remarked that if James had had his
lamp still burning any train driver would probably have seen him and the accident
perhaps would not have happened.
The house surgeon at the Horton, Herbert Kershaw, told the inquest both of James’
feet had been cut off and he had a wound about three inches long on his head. In
his opinion he felt that the head wound must have been caused by something
striking him. It was a clean cut wound, similar to one which might have been
inflicted by an axe.
So had James been murdered receiving the blow to the head first, falling onto the
track and being run over by a train? Having studied several reports the family think
so but have no proof.
Thanks to Paul and Helen Lamb for telling me they were responsible for placing the
cross in summer 2021 which prompted me to write this. Paul is James’ great great
grandson. Several local newspapers carried details of this gruesome tale including
the Banbury Guardian of Thursday 6th November 1890.
David McGill
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Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!
I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!
My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.
I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.
Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com
Fully insured

Observing strict C19 social
distancing

Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Matches
The winter league matches are now under way. The A
team is currently 3rd in division 1, while the B team is 6th
in division 1 and the C team is 3rd in division 3.
Ladder matches
Ladies’, men’s and mixed doubles matches are under way.
Coaching
Marc Gilkes coaching sessions will run up until Saturday 19th February and then
restart after half term during the week of the 28th February.
Club sessions and court bookings
Courts can be booked by members via our website.
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HookNortonTennisClub
Club sessions are also listed there, also Covid-19 guidelines and other useful
information. Use WhatsApp to book on to club sessions.
Elaine Priestley
For coaching contact
Marc Gilkes, 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 / baselinecoaching@outlook.com or
Faith Heron, 07771 904 905 / faith.heron@gmail.com or
Steve Bone, 078 50 036 656 / sjbone96@gmail.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Kate Hopkins 01608 642774,
khs.shoes@gmail.com or see: https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HookNortonTennisClub

NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
We have exciting news this month –
we now have our own Forest School
site, next to the school.
A year ago we got the chance to lease
the field next door, and after much
planning and hard work it has now
been transformed, with a small pond, a fire pit, and many newly planted trees. We
can’t wait to watch these grow – and to plan new additions as we learn what our
children, and local wildlife, most enjoy!
The site will be used by our younger children for Forest Thursdays and by the whole
school to support science, geography, and
other aspects of the curriculum. We are
already proud of our strong focus on
outdoor learning here at Great Rollright,
and the new site will add a further
dimension to the opportunities we already
enjoy due to our beautiful location.
We are very grateful to Nicholsons Garden
Design of North Aston, who gave us
invaluable support with funding, design, and execution of the project. They will
continue to visit over the next year, too, to make sure everything is growing well.
If you’d like to see our new site, or learn more about what we offer, please make
an appointment to visit by calling us on 01608 737202. We look forward to hearing
from you!
Michelle Hastings, Headteacher
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069
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NEWS FROM THE RECTOR
February seems a world away from the celebrations
of Christmas but remembering the special service of
‘Carols and Readings for Christmas’ may I thank the
wonderful musicians, the choir, and Kevin Hope who
recorded the service. Remembering the Christingle
Service and the Christmas Eve Crib Service our
thanks go to Janet Collins. We would like to thank
Judith Bassett for inviting us to display the 24
December Advent Calendar Window and for including
the church in the charity collections, and we thank
Janet Collins for the creative display on the glass
doors of St Peter’s Church. We thank the Brewery for
the tremendous Christmas tree and lights and the
many people who adorned the church with
decorations and flowers as well as all who led
services over the month of December. All this lifted
our spirits in such a time of national concern.
St Peter’s Church is fully open with services every Wednesday and Sunday at 10am,
except for on Sunday 30 January when the 10am service is at St Giles in Wigginton
instead. There is also an 8am service on the first Sunday of each month. Everyone
is welcome. Services on the first and third Sundays of the month are usually around
45 minutes and the services on the second and fourth Sundays, which include
Communion, are just under the hour. There is a colouring table for young ones.
Looking further ahead there will be a 10am service on Ash Wednesday, 2 March, at
St Peter’s Church and at 7.30pm at St Giles, Wigginton. Details of midweek
meetings for Lent will be published in due course. Mothering Sunday is on 27 March
and as usual, there will be a 10am service at St Peter’s.
Have you ever thought about being Baptised or Confirmed? Do give me a ring for
an informal chat. Another way to find out more about the Christian faith and about
the love of God for you, is to join one of the fellowship groups that meet midweek
in homes in the village. Do speak with me, as below, or with Helga Disney on 01608
730456, to find out more.
Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals and Memorials – St Peter’s Church is here to support
in happy and sad times - do let me know if you wish to discuss one of these
services – we already have eleven weddings booked for 2022 across our four
churches and a handful of baptisms. Funeral services can be led by me, Janet
Collins or Keith Disney.
We pray for you all, whether or not you attend St Peter’s, praying for God to bless
you and those dear to you with his love, his care and his grace, and we hope, as
one together with you, that this year we will be able to return to all the joys of
community that we are so blessed with here in the village of Hook Norton.
Revd Janet Faull, 01608 737223, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 Club
The results of the latest St Peter’s Church 100 Club draws are:
Nov
£100 P Bassett
£25 H Fraser. £25 E Callery
Dec
£250 E Wilkowski £100 K Abbott. £25 E Milne £25 T Wright
Should you wish to own a number in this 100 club please contact
Jane Orchard sjorchard15@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL COMMUNITY AWARDS
Order of awards:
1.
Young person of the year award - Gemma Webb and Anabelle Butler
2.
Volunteer Team of the Year – Hooky Neighbours
The Nominees were:
Hooky Neighbours, the Beer Festival organisers, Hook Norton Community First
Responders, Jenny Mead and Hookysingers, Keith Musson and Jess D’Souza, Helen
and Robin Rogers
3. Hook Norton Achievement Award – Karen Seymour
The Nominees were:
Clare Busby, Tim Lucas, Helen Rogers, Don Ratcliffe, Karen Seymour, Grant
Haldane, Paul Cann, Michelle Dix, Kevin and Hazel Hope
4. Business in the Community award – Joe Williams
and the Village Shop
The Nominees were:
Hook Norton Low Carbon, Joe Williams and the Village
Shop, KMS Litho
5. Commitment to the Community Award- Special
award Presented to Wendy Gordon, to the right being
presented with her certificate.
6. Environmental award – Tim Lunel
The Nominees were:
Wendy Gordon and Tim Lunel
7. Lifetime Achievement Award – Presented in honour of Jem Hayward by James
Clarke
Thanks to Pastor Peter Brooks and James Clarke for being on the committee and to
Don Ratcliffe for assisting the committee by presenting the award for commitment
to the community.
Thanks to the sponsors – Hook Norton Brewery, Banbury Skip Hire and Holdsworth
Foods.
The winners received a Dartington crystal gift from the brewery, a bottle of fizz
from Banbury skip hire and £75 donation to charity from the Parish council.
Janeen Wilson, Chair of the Parish Council

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
A date for your diary. We very much hope that our annual Book and Plant
Sale will be able to go ahead this year on 21 May. As with so many
aspects of life these days, things may not be quite the same as they used
to be, but we will be aiming to provide an opportunity to pick up lots of
bargain books and plants, as well as to catch up with friends. More detail
will follow later in the spring.
Meanwhile, we are also hoping to make good use of our newly refurbished Reading
Room to host various village events. We have already restarted the monthly Book
Group on the second Wednesday of every month at 2pm. The books are provided
by the Library Service, so all you need to do is come along, pick up a copy and
come prepared to discuss it the following month.
If you are looking to start a new group activity, you might find just the space you
need in the Library Reading Room. You can contact Selina Harris at
selina.harris@btinternet.com or call in at the Library and speak to our Library
Manager, Karen, to find out more.
Sue Ditchfield (Secretary of FOHNLC)
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON WOMEN’S GROUP
We meet in the back room of The Sun Inn on the first Monday of the month
from 7.15pm onwards.
The whole idea is that any woman can come along, feel welcome, relax and enjoy
themselves while getting to know other women, sharing experiences and discussing
and doing things of interest. We chose to hold the group in an evening so that
women who work or are otherwise busy during the day could come along. I know
from experience how difficult it is to go out again after a busy day but the group is
very flexible. If you can’t or don’t want to come one month it’s fine. There is always
time to socialise before and after a speaker or activity and you can just join us to
socialise for a while if you want to. Refreshments, alcoholic or otherwise, are always
easily to hand of course!
It’s £12 for six months, or pro rata to July, when our set up will be reconsidered.
It was always important to get members views about how we were organised and
what sort of activities were wanted and this will continue to develop.
Having spent the first couple of meetings starting to get to know one another and
discussing how to run the group the November meeting had a very well attended
and interesting talk from Rachel Cronin. Rachel is an artist living and working in the
village and runs the Hook Norton Art Group. Her talk gave a real insight into how
she develops a painting and gave us the opportunity to see a number of beautiful
works, both finished and in progress, and to have a better understanding of them.
Our December Christmas social was real fun. (You had to be there!) We danced the
evening away with Disco Bingo, which for the uninitiated is games of bingo between
the dancing that absolutely everyone joined in with. Thanks to Steph Klejdys for
organising a great play list, sound system, disco lights and prizes and to Kay Lilley
for doing an expert job at calling.
Unfortunately, like other groups, we felt we should cancel the January meeting in
view of the Covid-19 situation but plan to start again on 7 February, all being well.
The February meeting will have a discussion about and short introductory session to
Tai Chi for Wellbeing, led by Zita Vellinga of Chipping Norton Tai Chi, so wear
comfortable clothing if you want to come and take an active part. March will help us
all to get ready for our spring gardening with Gardeners Question Time, led by Chris
Weller, who works with individual clients of Nicholson Nurseries, North Aston.
Do come along when you can. We ask attendees to take a lateral flow test before
coming and are open to suggestions about what you want to do at future meetings.
Deborah Weaver, hnwomensgroup@gmail.com

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2021
I am delighted to report that this year a total of £3,227 was raised for The Royal
British Legion by contributions for poppies and wreaths in Hook Norton and the
surrounding villages. This is very nearly double last year’s total and is largely due to
the excellent work carried out by our poppy collectors, who generously gave their
valuable time in conducting door-to-door poppy sales. Thanks to everyone who gave
so generously and to all those who spent time and effort in fund-raising.
My thanks also go to those who took part in the parade, in particular the parade
commander, Flight Lieutenant Steve Lloyd, Hook Norton Brass Band, the Hook
Norton retained fire service members, Nicholas Carter and “Commander” from the
Brewery and, of course, the youth organisations that paraded so smartly. As always,
their participation on this special day is deeply valued by the village.
Barry Lennon, 01608 730567
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Special promotion. A free bottle of
champagne with any tank changeover!!
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HOOK NORTON
GARDEN CLUB
A PULL-OUT GUIDE FOR HANDY
REFERENCE

Calendar 2022
FOR DETAILS OR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT:
CHAIRMAN: Peter Arnold
Tel: 01608 730263
PROGRAMME SECRETARY: Malcolm Black
Tel: 01608 730668
Committee:
Peter Arnold, Sian Arnold, Malcolm Black, Bethan Dennick,
Dorothy Cantrell, Derek D’Elsini, Shirley Ingham,
Sandy Shirt

PROGRAMME
Tues 8th Feb

Moths & Butterflies - Paul Emblon, Entomologist,
Chipping Norton

Tues 8th March NGS and their involvement- Drs Jill and David Edward
Garden visit in June
Tues 19th Apr

Entry night for Spring Show 7.00 pm until 8.00pm
Baptist Hall

Sat 23rd April

Spring Show – St Peter’s Church Open to the public
2.30pm

Tues 10th May Alpines around the garden Mrs Pam Turner,
Cotswold & Malvern Alpine Society
Tues 14th June Evening visit - Claridge’s Barn, Dean Drs Jill and
David Edward – Meet outside the Sun Inn at 6.00pm
for car share.
Sun 10th July

Day visit by coach to RHS Wisley Open to members
and guests. Meet 8.45am at The Sun Inn. Coach will
leave at 9.00am

Tues 13th Sept How to make your courtyard garden grow –
Peter Arnold
Tues 11th Oct The Wonders of Westonbirt Arboretum - Volunteer
Tues 8th Nov

AGM followed by Members’ evening with wine,
cheese mince pies and members’ photos

All meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month in the Baptist
Church Hall starting at 7.30 pm. Meetings are open to anyone who wishes to attend and there is an admission charge of £3 for non-members
and guests. Tea/coffee and biscuits are no longer provided but there is
usually a raffle.
All meetings subject to cancellation at short notice, due to Covid-19.
Arrangements for visits: Meet outside the Sun Inn, at the times stated.
Evening visits will be by car, sharing wherever possible.
Spring Show photographic subjects 2022
Spring Adults: Reflection(s), An ancient building or monument, A seat,
Spring Flowers.
Children’s: Spring Flowers
Annual Membership renewal
You can renew your membership at any meeting or by post to Sian
Arnold, Brick Hill Cottage, Hook Norton OX15 5QA Tel 01608 730263
Cost of renewal is:Family £20.00 2 adults and children (under 16), Single £10.00
Children’s membership (under 16) £1.00
(Cheque payable to Hook Norton Garden Club)

GARDEN CLUB
The past two years have been so different for everyone with Covid-19
taking its hold. Hopefully during 2022 we will be able to run our
programme, but please be aware we may have to cancel meetings at
short notice. Please feel free to call Peter or Malcom for an update
nearer the meeting dates.
For 2022, we have 3 evening meetings planned, from February to May.
An evening visit in June to a local garden and then we are arranging a
day visit to RHS Wisley in July.
We finish the year with evening meetings in September and October,
and the AGM in November. As always, we welcome new and current
members and their guests, for all our events.
The Spring Show will be held in the St Peters Church and there will be no
Autumn Show this year. We look forward to seeing many exhibits from
both old and new members.
Membership fees, which are due at the start of the year, represent great
value for money. Club membership gives members discounts at
Applegarth, Batsford Garden Centres- just take your membership card
along with you.
Remember that you can pull out this calendar and display it somewhere
handy, so that you will be reminded when each meeting is taking place
and it will enable you to see what the Garden Club is doing this year.
Finally, best wishes for Good Gardening in 2022
Suggestions for future meetings and visits always welcome.
Chair, Peter Arnold

HOOK NORTON JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Do you have any outgrown football boots? As we all know, children grow so fast that
items like football boots often have a short life but still have plenty of wear left in them.
If you do have any outgrown football boots then one of these options may suit you;
1. Boot Swap – If your child has grown out of their current boots and we have a size
that you’re looking for we can do a straight swap.
2. Second-Hand – If you’re looking for some boots and we have the right size, you can
make a monetary donation to the football club and pick up your nearly new boots!
3. Donate – Do you have several pairs of football boots in the back of a cupboard,
longing for a new home and to smell the grass once again? Feel free to donate your
old boots to the club via me, so that they can go to a new home!
If you have any boots, then my details are below. Please get in touch.
Louisa-Anne Houseman, 07870936278, louisahouseman@hotmail.co.uk

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
We hope to be meeting in person once again on 1 March when Alex Davies will be talking
about Changes in Later Pre-History. As usual the meeting will be held in the Baptist
Church Hall on Netting Street starting at 7.30pm. As in previous months if you would
like to attend please could you reserve a place by sending an email to Sean Callery at
offbeatcotswolds@gmail.com . This arrangement is to continue for the rest of the season.
Members will be aware that we reluctantly made the decision to cancel Alasdair Brown’s
talk due to be held on 4 January. We hope to reschedule it in our programme for
2022/23. However, we may try to add in an extra meeting before the end of the current
season. I will advise you if this does happen. The meeting on 5 April will see Mark
Davies return to talk to the group. His subject this time is Oxford Castle in the 17th/18th
centuries. Further information about the group and its aims can be obtained from the
writer.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Open for Business!

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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HOOKY SINGERS
Thank you to everyone who came
along to support the carol singing
on 15 December and to Rebecca and The Sun Inn for
hosting outdoors the all important mulled wine and mince
pies afterwards. It couldn’t have been a better night,
weather wise. Clear, warm(ish) and still. We, lanterns in
hand, made a couple of extra stops; starting at Scholars
Gate then on to Bourne Lane estate for two stops, Rectory
Road, Queen Street by
the Wyatt family lights and finally the Church
steps.
By that stage we hadn’t sung ourselves out so
continued with a few more carols on the Sun’s
rear patio.
I think I can say that a very enjoyable night was
had by all!
Having planned to start rehearsals again in
January this has, sadly, been postponed to allow for the Covid-19 situation to settle
down again.
We plan to restart on Wednesday 2 March. 7.30pm at the Primary School
hall, as usual.
We welcomed a number of new members in the latter part of last year and please
come along and join us to sing on a Wednesday night. There are no auditions and
lots of fun and laughter!
Deborah Weaver, sing@hookysingers.uk

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Hello Hooky!
As another festive season slides into dim and distant memory,
may I remind those who were lucky enough to receive, or salebuy, expensive luxury items, e.g. electronic gadgets, etc, to
ensure you compress packaging into your blue bin so as to not
advertise your new purchases.
And, it’s great to set timer switches but it helps to not leave
expensive items on show in lit rooms if you’re not there to close the blinds.
Although most folk are honest and just like to have a quick glance at your decor,
sadly there are also opportunists who may look for different reasons. But try to not
get too paranoid about it; Hooky is still a pretty safe place to live.
And it’s lovely to see so many dogs being walked around the village and
surrounding countryside, but please remember that you dog is your
responsibility; around other people, other pets, livestock and horses.
“He just wants to play” is not an excuse if he worries, or causes injury
to, livestock. Sheep are extremely nervous and may die of a heart
attack if worried, even if the dog doesn’t actually attack them. And,
please remember that dog faeces are a health risk to all livestock, and
unpleasant to step in, so please pick them up even in a field.
Thanks Hooky and see you around.
Wendy Gordon, Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator for Village Central and
Recreation Areas, 07779737718

35

36

HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
After many years service Rob Webb stepped
down as Chairman of the cricket club, as did
Grant Wallis as Treasurer, at the AGM in
December.
Both were thanked for their service at the very
enjoyable annual awards dinner held late last
year at the brewery.
The club also has two new captains: Kieran
Scott will captain the firsts who will play in
Cherwell League division 4B having been
promoted last year. Toby Walker will captain the
seconds who will play in League 7b.
The club hope to start indoor winter nets at
Sibford school every Sunday on 27 February from 6-8pm although at the time of
writing this not yet been confirmed.
The league season will commence on the 7 May and run for 18 weeks: subject to
weather there will be a game at the Bourne ground every Saturday until early
September. We will have a couple of friendlies in late April before then and will also
run a mid-week eleven and more friendlies on Sundays during the summer. We
would hope to start outdoor nets at the ground on Tuesday evenings from 6-8pm in
early April.
If you want to play umpire or score please contact the new Chairman Matt Flower
on matthew.porthos@googlemail.com or 077488287687.Alternatively just turn up
on a Tuesday or come and watch on a Saturday.
Julia Ingham

THANKS
�� I would like to express my appreciation of Tony Wyatt's Christmas lights display
on Queen St., which he does tirelessly every year, this year in aid of Katharine
House Hospice and Parkinsons. I know I am not alone in enjoying his efforts
every year and so many people, adults and children alike, come and visit to
enjoy the display.
Emma Kane
�� We would like to say thank you to the people who did give such a good donation
for the charities Katharine House and Parkinsons. We never know when we will
need such services. Everyone enjoyed the Christmas lights; they looked beautiful
and made people feel so much better.
The total raised was £500. Thank you so much.
Anthony and Elizabeth Wyatt and family
�� Thank you for the card and gifts from ‘Your friends at Hook Norton C of E Primary
School’.
I came home from a walk around the village one dreary day just before Christmas
and was delighted to find an unexpected gift upon my doorstep. It was a package
of sweets and a handmade decoration with a lovely handmade card with a child’s
handwriting hoping I’d have a brilliant Christmas.
Thank you lovely children! I did. You are so kind and thoughtful.
Katie Underwood
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
Start a New Year Resolution with the Harriers
Hook Norton Harriers had a great end to 2021 with our sell
out Christmas Canter seeing runners come in a great range of
festive outfits to run around the local area. It was great to get
into the Christmas mood, and lots of mulled wine and mince
pies were consumed afterwards!
Now, though, we’re looking ahead to the rest of 2022. After
the success of our last programme, the Harriers intend to start a new Couch 2 5K
programme in February. If your New Year resolution was to get fit, meet new
people, have some fresh air, or even to start running (!), why not join us? If you’d
be interested in coming along and doing the Couch 2 5K eight-week programme,
which will take place during our main Tuesday evening session, email us at
info@hooknortonharriers.org.uk.
Our members are enjoying getting out and about, despite the vagaries of the British
weather, and are planning a range of races and routes. We’re hopeful that we will
be able to run lots of races this year as part of our Club Championship, after the
upheaval of the last two years, and are looking forward
to our Winter Social! Several of our members take part
in, and volunteer, at Chipping Norton School parkrun,
and on 12 February, we’ll be having a Hooky Harriers
takeover of the event, with our members filling up the
volunteer rota. We hope to see lots of you there – and
of course, if you’re interested in joining the Harriers,
do come up and talk to one of our members, we’re
very friendly!
PHOTO: The Angel Gabriel turned up to run the
Harriers’ Christmas Canter in December. Thank you to
Barry Cornelius of OxonRaces for the photo.
Nell Darby secretary@hooknortonharriers.org.uk

HOOK NORTON GIRLGUIDING
All units in Hook Norton have been meeting, with the
girls taking note of the Covid-19 guidance of wearing
masks indoors, since the middle of January. The
leaders and girls will be preparing this term with
activities relating to Thinking Day on 22 February
and looking forward to the warmer, lighter evenings
to get outside!
I was delighted to present Vicky Taylor with her 20 years’ service to Girlguiding
award on Monday night, in front of the HN Brownies. We are grateful to Vicky giving
up her time and congratulate her on the award. If you would like to volunteer for
Girlguiding, there are lots of different things you can help with, please email me to
ask any questions.
If you have a daughter who would like to join Rainbows, Brownies, Guides or
Rangers, please complete the following
link: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-yourdaughter/ We are very fortunate to have active units in Hook Norton.
Julie Wood, Swere Valley District Commissioner,
swerevalleydc@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON LADIES’ AFTERNOON SOCIAL GROUP
Some of you may have noticed that a new afternoon group has started up in the
village. This was partly to fill a gap when our WI was wound down during
lockdown….once we emerged we realised that there was still a need for an afternoon
group therefore the Hook Norton Ladies Afternoon Social Group was formed.
Our inaugural meeting was held on Tuesday 12 October 2021 at the Baptist Hall. It
took the form of a tea party to allow people to relax, chat, meet old friends and make
new ones. Attendees were canvassed for input on the format and content for future
meetings, and plenty of ideas were forthcoming! Amongst these were included
speakers, demonstrations, socials and days out to name a few.
Our next meeting in November followed the tea party format as this had proved very
popular. This meeting also included a raffle and a puzzle swap and the ideas were
discussed and voted on. Knowing that there are many nimble-fingered ladies in the
village it was also suggested that we have a “craft table” each month where members
could display their crafts.
Our December meeting included being entertained by the Adderbury Ukes, together
with a sing along which everyone enjoyed. We also participated in our usual Christmas
card exchange.
January was to be a lunch out however sadly had to be cancelled due to concern over
Omicron. Obviously, we were very sorry to take this decision however are hoping to
reinstate this lunch later on in the year, together with other ‘outside’ events such as
possibly a Pimm’s afternoon and a summer garden party.
We are planning our next meeting being held at the Baptist Hall at 2pm on 8
February. If circumstances change, I will try to let you know. Updates on the meetings
are posted in the village shop notice board so please do look out for them.
Please do come along and join us on the 2nd Tuesday each month at the
Baptist Hall 2pm – 4pm – everyone is welcome.
Sue Harris, 01608 737 494

QUIZ
Chinese New Year is celebrated on 1 February this year. Below are 12 clues, based
on children’s literature, which will lead you to the 12 Chinese Zodiac signs. For the
answers and a little supporting information, see page 53.
1. Animated film about Clifford, released in December 2021
…………………………..
2. Hiccup, a Viking, befriends a deadly creature named Night Fury …………………………..
3. A Troll’s preferred diet
…………………………..
4. Subject of Michael Morpurgo’s WW1 best seller
…………………………..
5. 'See no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil'
…………………………..
6. The Children’s Laureate’s 2012 story includes a Yak’s jig with this animal
…………..……………..
7. Farmer Arthur Hoggett wins ‘what’ in a contest at a country fair ………………………..
8. Richard Adams tells the story of Fiver and Hazel’s adventures
………………………..
9. Friends with Moley, Toady and Badger
………………………..
10. Eric Carle’s 1972 adventurer who’s ‘Off to See the World’
..……………………..
11. The Gruffalo likes it scrambled (or so says the Mouse)
………………………..
12. A.A. Milne’s bouncey, trouncey, ouncey, pouncey creation
……..………………..
Kevin Hope
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PILATES IN SIBFORD

On-line classes and private tuition available
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders
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LUNAR SOCIETY
We are planning to go ahead with the 14 February
meeting, but are alert to any adverse circumstances that
might mean cancellation. The Speaker is Baron Tim
Boswell of Aynho and his talk is entitled: Farmers, Society and Policy. It is also available via Zoom.
Hopefully some normality may have returned by March but no speaker is yet finalised.
Ian Buchanan, ian@buchananhn.co.uk

BAPTIST BANTER
I love this time of year as the evenings start to draw out
and we see daylight for a little longer each day! Although
we are still in winter, we know that spring is on its way.
Spring is my favourite season of the year as it brings
about new life and a freshness to the year and this year is
going to be new and fresh for our church too! We are
feeling our way through ‘doing church’ in the Baptist Hall
as the chapel is now closed in preparation for the
renovation and it is allowing us to do things in a different way. We had a few
‘teething problems’ with the first few weeks with layout and technology, but those
have been addressed and we are settling in to our new ways.
I am reminded of a verse from the prophet Isaiah (43:19) “See, I am doing a new
thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”
We are looking forward to this year, with some new ministries and opportunities
ahead of us. The chapel renovation will commence in the spring, and we hope to be
able to move our services back to the renovated chapel by the autumn. We still
need find a further £150,000 to complete all the works in scope, but we are
thankful that God has provided over £240,000 so far. Watch out for the renovation
video log on our website and Facebook to check on progress.
Our Children’s, Youth & Families Worker, Eva, has been coaching a few pupils in the
Chipping Norton School who have been struggling with a lack of confidence,
personal issues, or have just needed an adult to talk to. This has been so successful
that we are now expanding the number of coaches and schools we offer this too!
We have launched a new Youth Group for 11-year-olds and above on Monday
evenings where we share food, fun and chat about particular subjects that will help
to unlock their potential and to encourage and inspire them. If you would like
further information, please drop an email to eva@hookybaptist.org.uk.
Finally, we are planning to run an Alpha Course after Easter. It is a
multi-week course that creates a safe space where people come and
discuss life’s big questions and the Christian faith. If you are
interested in joining us, or want further information, please see our
website or email alpha@hookybaptist.org.uk
@HookyPastor
www.hookybaptist.org.uk/
Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069, pastor@hookybaptist.org.uk
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
I don’t know about my readers but now, into January, I am having to make a
conscious decision to get back to theatre, galleries and music venues. It isn’t easy
but I hope this review will spur me on – as well as you.
Let us start locally – Chippy Theatre 15 (7.30pm) to 16 February (7.30 & 2.30pm)
brings things back to life; hardly a good description, with an adaptation of Mary
Shelley’s Gothic horror, ‘Frankenstein’ presented by Blackeye Theatre.
At Stratford, the RSC is presenting what is described as a futuristic take on the
Bard’s comedy, ‘Much Ado About Nothing’.
With dastardly plots, hilarious slapstick and some of Shakespeare’s wittiest
dialogue, this story of matchmaking and manipulation is a perfect way to celebrate
the joy of live theatre. The cast is led by Michael Belogum as Benedick and Akiya
Henry as Beatrice. (From 4 Feb to 12 March.)
‘The comedy ‘Play What I Wrote’ has been a great success since opening in the
West End.
One of its quirks is that there is apparently a mystery guest star at every
performance. Who will they be at the Malvern Festival Theatre? The only way to
find out is to go between 14 and 19 February.
The aim to make us laugh carries into March, (14-19), with Griff Rhys Jones and
Janie Dee in ‘An Hour and a Half Late’. This is a portrait of a couple whose five
minutes of candid conversation launches an outpouring of emotions, home truths,
wine, nibbles and anarchy. It is a comedy.
A well-read book, Dan Brown’s ‘The Da Vinci Code’ moves to the stage at the
Oxford Playhouse, (14-19 February), with it surprises and twists giving an
entertaining evening as the riddles are resolved.
At Compton Verney, from 19 February is a commemorative exhibition to celebrate 8
years of the Sky Arts ‘Portrait Artist of the Year’. It will feature some 120 works
selected from over the years. It aims to show that Figurative Art and Portraiture are
very much alive today. There are some very notable celebratory sitters to attract
us.
At the National Gallery, a real must - with ‘Durer’s Journeys: Travels of a
Renaissance Artist’ (to 27 Feb). As a young man this great German artist went
travelling – learning, absorbing and growing into the Master he became.
Moving to Tate Modern, although it is a sell-out until 31 March, this seems
something very different. Yoyoi Kusama’s ‘Infinity Mirror Rooms’ - immersive
installations that transport us to her unique vision of endless reflections.
I also sadly report that my previously recommended ‘Hogarth and Europe’ at Tate
Britain has been postponed. Covid-19 is still causing great difficulties at the galleries
– but they keep going;so must we in support.
John Wheatley

HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON
We, along with fab volunteers, have installed a crisp packet recycling box outside
the Hooky Hub against the library car park wall. Crisp packets are easy to take
along when you walk past, shop or visit the library. Please recycle.
Jessica D’Souza

45

Watts-Canine
Stockists of:- CSJ Natural Dog and Cat Food, Herbal
Supplements & Treats, Cortaflex for Human and Canine.
My name is Kim Watts recently based in Hooky and due to my
competitive dogs chose to become a stockist for CSJ for the
last 16 years due to the excellent quality and price for their
many different types of natural dry kibble.
Call/text me for any advice on our products & free trial samples
07967 375234 Email:- kim@wattsagility.com
www.watts-canine.webs.com & www.csjk9.com
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDER SCHEME
Since the last update we have been very busy
both operationally and in the community.
National Award
South Central Ambulance Service (SCAS) and
South Central Ambulance Charity’s volunteer
responders have been named ‘outstanding
volunteering team of the year’ at a national awards ceremony for
their contribution to healthcare amid the challenges of Covid-19. The 1,200-strong
team of Community First Responders (CFRs) and Co-Responders were up against
four other organisations for the title at the Helpforce Champions Awards 2021
Community Training
On 15 and 23 November, the Hook Norton CFR team delivered two CPR & Public
Defibrillator Community Training Events, at Sibford Village Hall and in Hook Norton
Sports & Social Club respectively. Further events are planned at Sibford on 15
February and Hook Norton on 22 February. Registration is required as numbers are
limited to 20 delegates.
The Hook Norton Team attended 19 patients during November and December.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank a number of businesses and service
providers who have kindly supported the Hooky Responder Team in promoting our
training events. They are: The Village Shop, Henrys Butcher, Salon 2, Lion House
Dental Practice, The Doctors Surgery, The Brewery, Hook Norton Parish Council,
The Peartree Inn, The Sun, The Gate Hangs High and Southcombe Garage in
Chipping Norton, who not only promoted the Community Training Events but also
very generously provided an MOT, Service and some repairs to our response
vehicle (affectionately named Carole the Corsa). This meant we could keep the car
local and in service and operational.
The NHS, including the Ambulance Service (SCAS) have, as I’m sure you are
aware, been stretched to breaking point declaring a critical incident during
December. Sickness, isolation, and call volume are the key reasons for this. They
and we remain committed to attending patients as soon as possible. However,
there will inevitably be delays in getting ambulances to medical emergencies. The
Community First Responders will do what we can to provide support, but we are
volunteers and some of the team have full time jobs. We ask everyone to be
patient, calls are prioritised, and resources are allocated accordingly. If you have
an emergency dial 111 for advice or 999 if the situation is critical. Our A&E
departments are equally pressured and if you can use 111 or the excellent online
NHS guidance website, rather than turning up, that would help enormously in these
unprecedented times. On a final note, be assured we are here to help and support
so if in doubt make the call.
Community Training Event
CPR & DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING
(Covid-19 Safe)
Hook Norton Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 22 February 2022
6pm - 8pm
Face masks are required and usual safety protocols will be observed.
Please register at christopher.fry@sca-charity.org.uk
Christopher Fry
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HOOK NORTON MEMORIAL HALL - 100 YEARS AGO

Laying the foundation stone

The builders

Interior

Key

This year marks 100 years since the building of the Hook Norton Memorial Hall.
The idea to provide the facility began at a Parish Council meeting in March 1919,
when it was decided to build a hall both as a memorial to all Hook Norton people
who fought or worked for the country in the Great War and for the benefit and
improvement of the village.
At that meeting it was decided to form a committee to oversee the project. John
Harris was elected chairman with T Clarkson as secretary. The committee comprised
ten men and five women.
Mr 0.H.Parley, architect of Farley & Rhodes Banbury, was instructed to prepare plans
of the proposed structure.
The plans when completed were put on view the Hook Norton Post office to give the
opportunity for everyone to view the proposals before a public meeting was held to
consider views and hopefully adoption of the scheme.
In April 1920 tenders were invited for the building of the hall and the contract was
won by local builder Alfred Williams of East End.
The site chosen was on what was originally waste land in Chapel Street on the site of
the old village pound. The hall would be built using concrete blocks and measure 60
feet long and 24 feet wide with two committee rooms at the rear of the main
building.
It would accommodate 250 people seated and be lit by electricity, (presumably via a
generator). Building commenced and the foundation stone was laid by the
Worshipful Master of the Bower Lodge of Freemasons with full Masonic Ritual on 20
May 1922. Later in the year, on 14 October, the opening ceremony was performed
by the Earl of Plymouth using a key manufactured using iron ore from Hook Norton
quarries, (shown above).
He also unveiled a bronze tablet inside the hall. To inaugurate the building three free
concerts were given to packed audiences over three consecutive nights.
Keen to use the new facility, a whist drive, the first of the season, was held in the
Hall on 15 November with some 60 persons attending.
Then a week later a meeting of some 70 women of the village was held to discuss
the desirability of forming a Hook Norton Women’s Institute. And so began the long
history of Hook Norton Memorial Hall.
James Tobin
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County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
Fri 1, Sat 2, and Sun
3 JULY 2022
Hook Norton
Brewery
Following two years of
postponement we are
thrilled to announce ’Music at the Crossroads’ is scheduled for the first weekend in
July. This will be the 24th annual Hook Norton charity music festival. A time to
gather again outdoors and enjoy 3 days of fabulous live music, along with
refreshments from the Hook Norton Beer Tent and great quality food from a range
of vendors. Profits raised go to Blood Cancer UK and the Fire Fighters Charity plus
a host of local causes. Most acts booked for 2021 are performing for us this year
but there may be some supporting line-up changes, check out the website for
updates.
Friday night 7pm - 11pm: Live music from 7pm. Friday headliner to be
announced soon!
Saturday from
1.30pm - 11.45pm:
We are thrilled to
announce From the
Jam will headline the
festival on Saturday 2
July 2022 plus full
supporting line up from
2pm.
Sunday from 11am 4pm: Sunday Acoustic
Sessions added for the
first time. Sunday entry
is free of charge, the
bar will be open and
you can relax and
enjoy more live music.
For tickets and more information:
www.hookymusic.co.uk or www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/music-at-the-crossroadstickets-83212281173 or see our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/musicatthecrossroads/
From the team at Music at the Crossroads and the Hook Norton Charitable
Association, keep safe and well and we will see you in July at our usual location,
behind the Hook Norton Brewery.
SIGN UP to a stewarding session and get your tickets half price- contact me.
Pete Watkins, petewatkins4@aol.com

51

52

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

ANSWERS TO QUIZ
Chinese New Year Quiz Answers (together with each sign’s years and (supposed)
key personality traits)
1. Dog: (1934, 1946, 1958, 1970, 1982, 1994, 2006, 2018) - patient, diligent,
generous, faithful, and kind
2. Dragon: (1928, 1940, 1952, 1964, 1976, 1988, 2000, 2012) - energetic,
fearless, warm-hearted and charismatic
3. Goat: (1931, 1943, 1955, 1967, 1979, 1991, 2003, 2015) - gentle, mildmannered, stable, sympathetic and amicable
4. Horse: (1093, 1942, 1954, 1966, 1978, 1990, 2002, 2014) - animated, active,
independent, impatient and enjoys travelling
5. Monkey: (1932, 1944, 1956, 1968, 1980, 1992, 2004, 2016) - sharp, smart,
curious, full of life and full of fun
6. Ox: (1925, 1937, 1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, 2009, 2021) - dependable,
strong, stubborn, patient, kind and conservative
7. Pig: (1935, 1947, 1959, 1971, 1983, 1995, 2007, 2019) - compassionate,
loving, tolerant, honest and appreciative of luxury
8. Rabbit: (1927, 1939, 1951, 1963, 1975, 1987, 1999, 2011) - quiet, elegant,
kind, responsible, popular, compassionate and sincere
9. Rat: (1924, 1936, 1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996, 2008, 2020) - quick-witted,
smart, resourceful, versatile and persuasive
10. Rooster: (1933, 1945, 1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 2005, 2017) - observant,
hardworking and independent
11. Snake: (1929, 1941, 1953, 1965, 1977, 1989, 2001, 2013) - enigmatic,
charming, gregarious, introverted, generous and wise
12. Tiger: (1926, 1938, 1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 1998, 2010, 2022) - sharp,
authoritative, emotional, courageous and intense
Kevin Hope, 7831 825237
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
CONTACT US The Parish Council is responsible for the general upkeep of the
village and making sure that the facilities you use, such as the play area,
allotments, Memorial Hall, cemetery and church grounds, are well maintained. It
also has new projects which it is working on, including the creation of wildlife zones,
tree planting and improving access to transport. Councillors are keen to hear from
you on these and similar matters to make sure they are taking your views into
account. Come along to any Parish Council meeting or email the Parish Clerk
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk or any Councillor directly.
Thank you Allison Hicks has been on the Parish Council for many years, serving as
Planning Co-ordinator, Hook Norton Local Plan Co-ordinator, Cemetery and
Allotments Working Group Co-ordinator and Vice-Chairman during that time. Sadly
for us she is moving from the village in January/February and she has therefore had
to resign from the Council. Councillors would like to thank her for her dedicated
service to the community and for her help, support and wisdom to Chairpersons
(past and present) and the Parish Clerk when dealing with complicated or difficult
matters. Always the voice of reason, she will be greatly missed. Thank you, Allison!
Every happiness to you and your family and good luck in your future ventures!
WANTED Do you care about your village? Then we need you! Two vacancies now
exist on the Parish Council. As a councillor you can become a voice for your
community. Councillors are community leaders and represent the aspirations of the
people they serve. They engage directly with the most local part of the democratic
system and are closest to the public. By standing for your Parish Council you could
make a real difference to your local neighbourhood. Interested? Please email the
Parish Clerk rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk to ask for more information.
Hook Norton Community Awards 2021 The Parish Council Community Awards
2021 were presented on 4 December in the Memorial Hall. Please see the separate
article in this edition for more information.
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations Celebrations will take place in the
village from 2-5 June 2022. Villagers are invited to put forward ideas to the Parish
Council for making the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations a weekend to
remember. Send your ideas to the Chairman, janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk, the
Parish Clerk, rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk or any other Councillor. The Parish
Council really needs your input - Councillors are keen to start making preparations
for a sunny (we hope) celebratory holiday weekend!
Your Parish Councillors are
Your Parish Councillors
Janeen Wilson, Chair
janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation
Bob Mills (Co-opted)
bob.mills@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and Allotments
Nathan Matthews
nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk
Environment

Jessica Binnie (Co-opted)
jessica.binnie@hnpc.org.uk
War Memorial Hall
Caroline Gregory (Co-opted)
caroline.gregory@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and Allotments
Diana Porter
diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and Allotments

Derek Brotherston
derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.ukWar
War Memorial Hall
Richard Noviss (Co-opted)
richard.noviss@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation and Environment
David Shepherd
david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk
Environment

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
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JS Golf
____@tadmartongolfclub____
Coaching, Retail, Custom Fitting
Great gift ideas now in stock
01608 730047
Email:
golfopsmanager@tadmartongolf.com
Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING IN HOOK NORTON?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced/friendly local staff offering straight forward & honest advice.
�� Marketing HQ in Chipping Norton with window display in the Hook
Norton shop.
�� Online with rightmove.co.uk, onthemarket.com & kingandwoolley.com.
�� London Park Lane office with The Guild of Professional Estate Agents.
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional surveying & Financial Services contacts.
�� Tailored marketing services & competitive fee structures.

Whatever your property requirements in the village or surrounding area,
contact David Hawley on 01608 642111 or
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

Tel: 01295 263505

6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01608 642111
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