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FROM THE EDITORS
Well, summer is, (or by now was),
here with a vengeance! Some days
will certainly have been too hot for
many; dare I say it, including one of
us. At our house there has been a lot
of staying in the shade and not as
much gardening as normal.
Thank you for all your articles for this
edition. A great time was obviously
had for Jubilee.
At this time of year annual events
such as Music at the Crossroads,
(thank you to Bethan Dennick for the
great cover photo), and the Beer
Festival have been and gone and we
can only look forward to them
returning next year.
Although some groups continue all
year, such as the Harriers, Women’s
Group and Ladies Badminton, most
groups take a break until September
while people enjoy welcome holidays,
spending more time with friends and
family and having a change of scene.
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Hooky Singers welcomed the summer break with a very enjoyable ‘Summer
Celebration’, (and of being back together singing), at St Peter’s that you can read
about on page 52.
There are sometimes slightly guilty sighs of relief as the usual groups drop away for
a while over summer! However, for some who rely on the companionship of group
activities it can be a lonely time they don’t look forward to.
In many ways, with not quite so much going on and less demands on us for a while,
it’s a good time to re-evaluate and to spend some time doing things that have, out
of necessity in the hurly burly of daily life, been put to one side.
Now is a good time for many to try that interest never taken up, start to learn
French, visit ‘Great Aunt Nora’ or, in this weather, just sit in the shade relaxing and
reading a book on an evening you’d normally expect to be out.
We’ll all too soon be thinking about events such as the Advent Windows, Christmas
Tree Festival and Christmas Craft Fair. It makes us feel cooler just thinking about it!
Normal life will start again in September only too quickly and we hope that everyone
will have a good summer and that we’ll hear from you refreshed for the October
edition.
Deborah and John Weaver, 01608 737791, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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PRIMARY SCHOOL PUPILS HONOUR BARBARA HICKS
Barbara Hicks, pictured left, died over two years ago at
just the wrong moment. The first Covid lockdown ensured
that her funeral was of limited size and prevented a proper
celebration of all that she had done for the life of the
village. But now she has been honoured by the pupils of
the village school, who have competed, with enthusiasm
and commendable initiative, for what we hope will the first
of many Barbara Hicks prizes.
An experienced teacher born in 1929, Barbara came to live
in Hook Norton in 1976 and for several years taught
physically disabled children at Penhurst School in Chipping
Norton. After retirement she and husband Howard became
fully involved in village life, active in many local societies.
Indefatigable guides at the brewery, Barbara also served as editor of this Newsletter
for the latter half of the 1990’s.
Always interested in local history, she helped preserve local materials and was asked
by David Clarke to take charge of organising a new museum in the Brewery Visitor
Centre, just two weeks before Princess Anne was due to open the new Centre.
Apparently, on looking round the museum, the Princess said to her, “You haven’t got
very much, have you?” In short order Barbara proceeded to put that right by
building the collections and organising a programme of displays and well-patronised
exhibitions, with the help of Patrick and Barbara Summerell.
Together, the three of them also put on talks and special events for the primary
school. One favourite was their sequence of scenes illustrating Hook Norton in World
War II. Howard joined them as Winston, dressed in an extravagantly padded siren
suit and armed with a large cigar and vigorous V for Victory signs. Barbara enjoyed
telling how, for weeks after this event, children meeting Howard in the village street
would greet him quite seriously with “Good morning, Mr Churchill”.
The Local History Group always meant to put on, with the Brewery’s help, a worthy
celebration in Barbara’s memory, but by spring 2022 the committee felt that too
much time had passed. Instead, it eagerly took up a suggestion that we establish a
prize in Barbara’s name to encourage local children to study the history of the
village. The teachers took up the proposal with enthusiasm but pointed out that the
character of the competition would have to vary from year to year according to the
rhythms of the school curriculum. This year, given the short notice, it was thought
best to invite children to prepare, as homework, something celebrating the Platinum
Jubilee, with local references if they wished.
And didn’t they do well! We had recreations of the Coronation, studies of Hooky in
the Coronation year, imaginative writing about episodes in the reign, interviews with
grandparents, original bits of oral history, and even letters to the monarch dated
1952, 2022 and, addressed to King George, 2092! We will not try to describe them
all, because we hope to present an exhibition at the Village Museum made up of
some of the most interesting and original pieces. Come and see it for yourself –
watch this space for details!
The competition was divided into three sections, divided by age group. The winner in
each section and the runners-up received certificates marking their achievement;
the winners also received a £15 book token each. The winners are shown across the
page.
Congratulations to all of them, to the pupils as a whole and to the staff.
Barbara would have been thrilled by their efforts.
Donald Ratcliffe
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THE FIRST BARBARA HICKS AWARDS, 2022
Year 1/2
Winner - Alice Houseman
Runners Up - Jack Adkins and Joseph Curry
(Pictured right with the awards’ presenter,
Sean Callery.)
Year 3/4
Winner - Athena Elshawarby
Runners Up - Henry Newnham and
Ilaria Klevan
Year 5/6
Winner - Rosalind
Runners Up - Izzy Larkin and Charlie Mariner

A still from Henry's video

Examples of work
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EARLY DAYS OF THE RAILWAY HOTEL, HOOK NORTON

By the 1890's with the railway and ironstone quarries established, plus the brewery
expanding, the idea of building a hotel in the village at that time would appear to
have been a logical one. In July 1891 tenders were invited for the construction of
the new venture but, perhaps surprisingly, there were objections raised.
Opposing the licensing of the proposed hotel for example was the Rev. A.V. Cox,
rector of Hook Norton who organised a petition which was signed by 117
parishioners. At the time it was considered that the erection of the house would be
an injury to the quietude of the place and be a temptation to the men from the
ironstone works and perhaps encourage Sunday drinking. Local businessmen and
farmers meanwhile argued in favour of such a new facility.
Those against also argued that there were eight pubs already in the Parish offering
plenty of accommodation and stabling and therefore there was no need for another.
Seemingly to help overcome this licensing issue, the existing licence from the
recently closed Fox and Hounds on Banbury Way was to be transferred to the new
hotel. Eventually the licence was granted and the Railway hotel was finally
completed in May 1892, with Thomas Faulkner as licensee.
It came up for auction in October 1893 and was bought by John Harris & Co (later
HNB). Particulars of the hotel included, on the ground floor; a well fitted entrance
hall with enclosed bar, a bagatelle room, coffee room, tap room, private sitting
room, bathroom with WC, kitchen and back kitchen with larder. On the first floor
there were three bedrooms, a sitting room and bathroom with WC. The second floor
comprised two bedrooms and two box rooms.
There was a yard, with an entrance from the main road, with excellent stabling for
three horses. Also, there were two coach houses and an open trap shed, a coal
house and other buildings together with a small strip of garden and pastures
adjoining. Early licensees included Thomas Pritchard (1895), George Brotheridge
(1899), Charles Butler (1901), James Parfitt (1907), Sarah Burgess (1911), George
Andrews (1915), Mary Andrews (1920) and Frederick Manning (1931).
Perhaps one of the more unusual early events here took place in August 1894 when
the hotel was used by Coroner George Coggins to conduct an inquest on the
unfortunate George Mold, a journeyman blacksmith, whose body was discovered on
the railway about half a mile from the village. So began the long history of the first
hotel in Hook Norton.
James Tobin
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Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator, Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial, honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 90 references always supplied
Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 720006
Rowan court, Milton Road, Bloxham, OX15 4HD
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk
www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
Instagram; leejmull001
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HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
Following two years of postponement, the
24th annual Hook Norton charity music
festival, ‘Music at the Crossroads’,
happened on the first weekend in July!
Some saying it’s the best ever!
“The first festival (anywhere!) I've been to
since 2019 and the music did not disappoint! Some absolutely awesome acts of
differing styles. Thanks to all those involved”.
“Fantastic weekend thanks to all of you”
“Terrific time...... big thanks to the organizers, all
the event helpers and the bands”.
From Friday evening, all through Saturday and a
new Sunday session, the atmosphere and all the
bands were superb. We were thrilled with the
turnout for the Sunday free-entry acoustic chill-out,
a nice addition to the weekend!
Great music and the Hook Norton Beer Tent and
quality food from a range of vendors and children’s
entertainments provided by our wonderful
Playgroup.
We will tell you more about the funds raised and our
donations in the next edition of the newsletter. More
information will be posted on our website and Facebook page
(www.hookymusic.co.uk or www.facebook.com/musicatthecrossroads/. )
This is an opportunity for the HNCA to say THANKYOU!
To the artists and bands.
Our sponsors – Banbury Plant &
Skip Hire, Hook Norton Brewery,
Goode Stone Supplies (GSS),
Hook Norton Butchers, Insight
Accounting, Southcombe Garage,
Lion House Dental Practice and
Voneus.
Special thanks to: The Hook
Norton Fire Service, KMS Litho,
The Village Shop, HN Brewery
Visitor Centre, John Harris, the
Newsletter team and Playgroup.
All our stewards and helpers,
Bethan on raffle and all who
donated a prize.
Archie, Lisa & the gate teams.
The fabulous food vendors.
All our suppliers for sound, light, stage, marquees and essential services.
The Hook Norton Charitable Association committee – a small but hard-working team
of volunteers who make it all happen.
Most important – Thank you! The people who came, enjoyed and spent money to
keep the festival going and raise funds for the charities we support!
Pete Watkins, petewatkins4@aol.com, HNCA and MA
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LIBRARY NEWS
Hook Norton Library Opening Hours
Monday
2-7pm (6-7pm no staff present, the library is operated by volunteers)
Wednesday 2-5pm
Friday
2-5pm
Saturday
9.30am – 12.30pm
What’s on
�� Rhyme-time is held regularly on the First Friday of every month 2pm – 2.30pm,
(term time only).
Stories, rhymes and socialising for the under-fives. Hosted by Gemma Ferguson.
(free event, children must be accompanied by an adult)
Starting again Friday 7 October.
�� Friendly Fridays (formerly Knit & Natter) – on the second and fourth Fridays of
each month 2pm – 3.30pm. Bring your knitting, sewing, crafts, jigsaws, reading
book or just yourself and join us in the library for a friendly chat, a hot drink
and often cake! Free, relaxed event for all ages. Bring a friend or make new
ones.
�� Digital help. I’m delighted to let you know we have a new digital volunteer who
is available to help people wanting to improve their online skills, learn how to
get the most out of their digital devices or just needing help filling in online
forms. Please email or ring the library to make an appointment. Please note
these sessions are to assist people with their digital skills and not to mend
broken devices.
�� The popular children’s Summer Reading Challenge (7 July – 10 September) is
back for children 4-11 and this year’s theme is Gadgeteers. It’s free to join and
participating children get stickers, bookmarks, pencils, and fun activity sheets
whilst taking part. Also, children who complete the challenge of reading at least
six library books over the summer holidays will receive a certificate and medal,
which I have the honour of presenting to them in the special well done
assemblies in September at Hook Norton, Sibford Gower and Great Rollright
primary schools.
Summer activities for children
�� Friday 5 August – Mini Robot Event, 2.15pm -3.15pm (for ages 6-11).
�� Monday 15 August – Summer holiday Rhyme-time & craft with Karen,
2.30pm (for ages 2-6).
�� Wednesday 24 August – Storytime and junk modelling, 2.30pm (for ages
4-9).
All events are free. Please book in advance of the event by emailing or dropping
into the library to book your tickets. Tickets are mandatory for the Mini Robot Event
and spaces are limited.
In the pipeline
�� An author event with Mick Herron. (To be confirmed.)
�� Harry Potter Night. (September.)
Karen and the team of library volunteers look forward to welcoming you.
Whatever your plans, I wish you a happy summertime and happy reading.
Best wishes. I am currently reading “The Promise” by Damon Galgut.
Karen Seymour, Library Manager, Hook Norton Community Library,
01608 737793, hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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HOOKY IN HARMONY WITH NATURE
Hooky in Harmony is a new wildlife group set up to protect and
promote ecosystems and biodiversity in Hook Norton and the
surrounding area. We are delighted to be writing the village’s
wildlife page, having taken over from David McGill who has done a
great job keeping us all up to date with our village wildlife and
villager’s sightings of many species found in our area. We will
continue to report wildlife sightings on this page, “Where the Wild Things Are,” so
please do email your information and photos through to us.
Hooky in Harmony has already held a few small events, including a walk along part
of the d’Arcy Dalton Way to celebrate International Day for Biodiversity and two
swallow watching evenings. We don’t have membership, so you can join us for
whatever interests you – just email, message or phone to confirm you’ll be
attending. Our events will be included on this page and posted on social media
including Facebook’s Hook Norton Villagers page and our own Hook Norton Wildlife
page. You can also find us on Twitter and nextdoor. Alternatively, if you would like
to receive updates on our events, please send us an email to be included on the
group’s emailing list.
Diary dates Saturday 6 August - Leisurely walk along the d’Arcy Dalton Way to record
butterflies for The Big Butterfly Count. No experience necessary! 11am - 1pm.
Sunday 14 August, Swallow watching at Nill Farm Cottages, 6.45pm - 8pm
Saturday 20 August - Family picnic at Nill Farm, 12.30pm - 3pm.
Sunday 18 September - Wildlife walk along Hook Norton Cutting, 3pm - 4.30pm.
Friday 30 September - Biodiversity Farm Walk & Lunch at FarmEd, near
Shipton-under-Wychwood. Car share depart Hook Norton at 10.15am.
Please see our website for further details of events.
Where the Wild Things Are
A green woodpecker was observed and photographed by
Lizzie Hubbard in her garden. Aileen Watson watched a
hedgehog in her
garden and a jay on
her bird table. Phyl
Barton saw
blackbirds, a wren,
jay and starlings in her garden and also found
a newt and toad. Helen and Ian Harrison
spotted a jay for the first time in their garden.
It sat on their bird feeder eating for a good 5
minutes. Thank you for your sightings and
photo’s.
Helping wildlife. Tips for August: If the weather is hot and dry, remember to
keep bird baths topped up. Small mammals will also appreciate water being left out
for them in a shallow container. To make it as appropriate as possible, ensure your
water source is shallow with gradual and rough-textured edges, so that anything
that climbs in can get out again. If there is little rain during the month, blackbirds
will readily eat wet dog food left out for them when the soil is too hard for them to
peck through. It does need to be wet dog food though, not dry.
Please have a look at our website: www.hookyinharmony.co.uk and we look forward
to seeing you at some of Hooky in Harmony’s events!
Catherine Bowler, 07984 173414, hookyinharmony@btinternet.com

13

We welcome ladies and gents into our
salon for cutting, colouring and blow
drying. Come to us where you will be
greeted into a warm and friendly
atmosphere. We will do our very best,
so that when you leave you will be
feeling on top of the world!! (and we
get to do all the cleaning up!).
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STOUR SINGERS
Singing is not for the rarefied few; rather it is something that many can enjoy,
especially in Richard Emms’ friendly choir – Stour Singers. The choir’s history goes
back 46 years to 1976, when Richard first got together an adult education group.
Over the years, a full-strength choir has flourished, always under Richard’s
inspirational leadership, presenting two major concerts per year.
Some singers are experienced musicians, others are new to singing in a choir, and
all work together to enjoy learning and sharing wonderful choral works. This
autumn, the choir will be rehearsing Telemann’s Magnificat, and Haydn’s Nikolai
Mass, to be performed in St. Edmund’s Church on 10 December.
Rehearsals take place at Shipston Primary School on Thursday evenings, from
7.30pm to 9.30pm, starting on 8 September. The season will culminate in May,
2023 with a concert performance of Handel’s Messiah.
One of the joys that members experience is when they sing with professional
soloists and orchestra, at the final rehearsal before the concert. It is evident how
much the professional musicians enjoy working with the choir too, as soloists like to
return for subsequent concerts.
If you are tempted to join Stour Singers, you will be welcomed with great pleasure,
and there is plenty of support to those new to singing.
If you would like to join, or simply to know more please contact me, the choir’s coordinator, as below.
Yvonne Ridley, 01789 269587

HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES
What a glorious day it was last Saturday. The remarkable
weather translated into a remarkable day. With our beer
beggars contacting brewers from across the length and
breadth of England and Wales who donated over 100 ales,
lagers and ciders, there was no shortage of liquid
refreshment. For those ‘non-beer’ drinkers, there was a
Pimms and prosecco bar. Over 2,300 people enjoyed the
day, including the entertainment which started with the
Hook Norton Brass Band and was followed by an eclectic
mix of live music. Between 9pm and 11pm the music tent
was rocking! Food was in plentiful supply and was
provided by County Fish & Chips, the G Kitchen, Henry’s
Butchers and JP’s Pizzeria. Playgroup (now in its
50th year) ran a toy and ice cream stall and there was a
fundraising stand in support of Ukraine. All of this was
created and curated by village volunteers. If you'd like to be part of the crew next
year, just giving up a couple of hours during the lead up or specifically on the day,
then visit the ‘About Us’ page on our website https://hookybeerfest.co.uk/about-us2/ and click on 'contact'. We look forward to hearing from you. The donations
evening, at which the profits are distributed, will be announced in the coming weeks
– adding to the £368,000 raised and donated in the festival’s history. The 2023
festival is on Saturday, 15 July.
Kevin Hope

15

Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
tirsriding@gmail.com
www.turpinslodge.co.uk

ONLINE BOOKING
If you would like to come riding at Turpins Lodge
�� Go onto www.turpinslodge.co.uk
�� Log onto our booking system,
�� Register your rider details,
�� We will grade you
Once graded you can book any rides suitable for your grade online.

We cater for all abilities from Tiny Tots to Cross Country jumping and
everyone in between.
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
It has been such a busy term and I will have to be very selective to
keep this from being several pages!
One of the
highlights
was when
the shire
horse from
Hook Norton Brewery
came to meet itself! The
Head Coachman,
Nicholas Carter, ably
assisted by Alyster, the
Groom, brought along
Commander and I was stunned as he instantly went up to the image of the horses
on the mural as we brought him into the playground ready to meet the children. He
really did recognise himself! Many questions were answered and of course the
highlight for the children was seeing me try to feed Commander a tankard of ale. I
got completely covered and it caused much hilarity.
Following this, Janeen Wilson presented a Jubilee mug, having kindly organised the
delivery of a mug for every child funded by the Parish Council. The design is lovely
and it is by one of our former students, which makes the mugs extra special.
Celebrations of the Queen’s Jubilee have been memorable across the country and I
am sure our children will be talking about this day for many years to come.
One aspect of our school that is very important to us is our partnership with a
school in Sweden. Parkskolan in Vara has been associated with Hook Norton
Primary for twenty four years and counting. I was able to visit in June and meet the
new head teacher and say goodbye to an old friend, Birgitta Ahlberg, the head
teacher who was retiring. She has been part of the relationship since the beginning
and having seen what it means to both schools I am determined to carry it on.
During the year we often video conference with classes from Parskolan and ask
questions around cultural differences, including what presents they get at
Christmas! During lockdown, it was interesting to note the stark differences, as
Sweden had no similar restrictions and the Swedish were so surprised that our
students’ biggest wish was to see grandparents and cousins. We also organise a
student exchange between the two schools and, assuming all goes to plan, you may
get to meet some Swedish children in the village in the not too distant future.
Getting back to normality as a school has meant inviting parents in once again.
Sports Day was a lovely event and good example of this. By the time this is printed
we will have also held prize-giving and a Year 6 leavers’ assembly, attended by their
parents and carers.
One of the stand out events, where the whole community was invited, was the
Summer Fair. Thank you so much to everyone who attended – it was so busy! We
had great food, locally sourced, beer from the brewery, (before the horse could get
to it!) and lots of games and stalls for the children to enjoy alongside performances
of dance and music and a bouncy castle to boot. It was such a great afternoon and
my thanks go to the Friends of Hook Norton School (FOHNS), the governors, staff
and volunteers who worked so hard to make this a success. We raised over £5000,
which is a staggering amount of money that will all go to projects for the children.
Justin Stone, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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QUIZ - The Hook Norton Name Game
The answer to each question also contains the surname of a Hook Norton public
figure. You’ll find the answers on page 23.
1. Which British businessman set himself up as a Formula 1 Constructor in 1977?
2. Name the Stoke born player who is the only footballer to have been knighted
whilst still playing.
3. Which English Dictionary, printed in Glasgow, was originally published in 1979?
4. Name the English architect and television presenter, best known for his self-titled
Channel 4 programme ‘Amazing Spaces’.
5. Born Florence Winsome Leighton in Gateshead, who found fame in the 1980’s as
a weather presenter and went on to front Treasure Hunt with Kenneth Kendal and
Anneka Rice?
6. Who was the third wife of Henry VIII?
7. With first names John Henry, he was an English Craftsman and Educator who
lived from 1891 to 1975 and gave his name to an Oxford University. Which one?
8. Which British Prime Minister was the last politician to be re-elected to the post 10
years after his first term began?
9. Name the legendary frontiersman of the American Wild West, who is perhaps
best known for his involvement in the gunfight at the O.K. Corral in 1881.
10. How was the dashing, romanticized British officer, credited with leading the
Arab revolt against the Turks during World War I, best known?
11. In Scottish Gaelic it’s called Lia Fáil, and in 1296 it was moved to Westminster
Abbey. What is it?
12. Who is the only footballer ever to have scored a hat trick in a World Cup Final
match?
13. Which Irish actor was the first to play Professor Albus Dumbledore in the Harry
Potter films?
14. What is the State Capital of Texas, U.S.A.?
15. Name the English prison reformer who was a driving force behind improvements
to the treatment of inmates in the 19th century and has been called the "Angel of
Prisons".
Kevin Hope

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the
following to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads collars - blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food chews - brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea
treatments - toys - cat carriers etc. PLEASE DO NOT DONATE ITEMS
CONTAINING FEATHERS e.g. pillows or bedding.. Anything you think would
make an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier. Anything not suitable will
be divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and Blue Cross Charity
shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive them.
Thank you to all those who leave anonymous donations on my doorstep, who
I cannot therefore thank in person. Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!
I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!
My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.
I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.
Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com

Observing strict C19 social
distancing

PILATES IN SIBFORD

On-line classes and private tuition available
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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FARMER AND HIS SHIRE HORSES TO EMBARK ON
FUNDRAISING TRIP FROM WALES TO LONDON
Jamie Alcock, a farmer who drove his Shire horses from his Gloucestershire farm to
Elgin in Scotland in 2021 is now taking on a second challenge in 2022.
Jamie, his Shire horses, William and Millie, and Boo Boo Beithe the farm dog will
start their journey at MOD St Athan in South Wales on 1 June. Travelling at an
average speed of 3.2 mph, they are set to complete the 280 mile journey on
Monday, 20 June at Hampton Court Green in East Molesey, with a two day pit stop
at Hook Norton Brewery, Oxfordshire. All funds raised from his charity drive are
going to Police Care UK, the Royal Air Forces Association and The Shire Horse
Society.
Jamie was inspired to take on the 2021 challenge in memory of his brother, PC John
Alcock who was an officer with Grampian Police, stationed at Elgin in Morayshire. PC
Alcock sadly died in 2017, 14 years after being injured on duty in August 2003
whilst also choosing to fundraise for the Royal Air Forces Association this year
thanks to a strong family link to the service.
Jamie says “I believe that the support we offer public servants like members of the
RAF and the Police is very important and should be available to them no matter how
long ago they served. The charities that offer this support are close to my heart.
Some pay a price that they carry for the rest of their lives.”
Jamie and team will arrive the evening of Friday, 10 June, before staying the
weekend and then departing for the remainder of his journey on Monday, 13 June.
There will be plenty of opportunity to welcome and support Jamie along his journey,
and at the Brewery with a planned meet and greet on Sunday 12 June, to coincide
with the Brewery’s Classic Car Rally. Keep up to date with his journey via the live
tracker, https://www.followmychallenge.co
m/live/cshc-2022/ Tracking powered by
Follow My Challenge and on Facebook
@coldcroftshires or Instagram
@coldcroftshires.
This time Jamie hopes to beat the £60,000
raised last year and will donate 42 per cent
of the money he raises to the Royal Air
Forces Association, 52 per cent to Police
Care UK, with six per cent going to The
Shire Horse Society.
Head Coachman Nicholas Carter, of Hook
Norton Brewery comments ‘We’re incredibly
proud to be able to support Jamie and his
team as he takes on this year’s challenge,
as an approved Shire Horse Society Centre
and with fundamental links to the RAF and
Emergency Services it’s an honour to be
able to support and welcome Jamie to the
site. Visitors will be able to meet Jamie and
horses over the weekend which we hope will be beneficial to his three charitable
causes, before departing on Monday morning.’
To donate, you can visit Jamie's fundraising page
at https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/fundraising/shirehorses2022
Mark Graham
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BLOXHAM AND HOOK NORTON SURGERIES
PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG)
At the July meeting of the PPG it was agreed with representatives from the practice
that we should attempt to ensure regular updates are provided for local residents
on the latest news from our surgeries. The detail behind these headlines can be
found on the practice website: https://www.bloxhamsurgery.co.uk
�� Face-to-face appointments are now available on request. Many patients
continue to prefer a telephone conversation with their GP, but it is possible to
book an appointment. Routine appointments are offered within two weeks.
However, if you need to see a doctor urgently, please ring at 8.00am. There
are always several staff taking these calls but there is often a queue. You can
either stay on the line or leave your name and contact details and the practice
will return your call.
�� The Bloxham Pharmacy is currently completing over 250 prescriptions a day.
This is an immense workload for a small team and patients can help by
ensuring repeat requests are submitted a week before their medicine is
required. Even more important is the need for patients to collect their
prescriptions. Hundreds of uncollected prescriptions have to be destroyed each
month. This has to be done safely and in line with government requirements
and is a significant waste of time and money.
�� A number of new doctors and health professionals have joined the practice over
the past few months and our wider partnership with NORA (North Oxfordshire
Rural Alliance) is leading to a number of exciting new developments. Our
physiotherapist will see patients with aches and sprains without the need for
referral from the doctor. From the autumn, NORA practices will develop a
rolling programme of more flexible working so that it will be possible to book
early evening appointments with a doctor, (though not necessarily with your
own GP). The appointment of paramedics has increased our capacity to assess
patients and ensure they receive the treatment they need.
We shall write again after the next meeting of the PPG in October but in the
meantime please remember to check the Practice website above for news and
announcements. Thank you.
Hugh Protherough

ANSWERS TO QUIZ
1. Frank Williams (Joe Williams - Village Shop). 2. Stanley Matthews (Nigel
Matthews - Banbury Plant Hire). 3. Collins English Dictionary (Russel Collins - Hook
Norton Potter/Janet Collins - Licensed Lay Reader at St Peter’s). 4. George Clarke
(James Clarke - Hook Norton Brewery). 5. Wincey Willis (Mark Willis - KMS
Printers). 6. Jane Seymour (Karen Seymour - Library Manager). 7. Oxford
Brookes (Peter Brookes - Baptist Church Pastor). 8. Harold Wilson (Janeen Wilson
- Chair of the Parish Council). 9. Wyatt Earp (Laura Wyatt - Parish Warden). 10.
Lawrence of Arabia (Henry Lawrence - Butcher). 11. The Stone of Scone or the
Coronation Stone (Justin Stone - School Headteacher). 12. Geoff Hurst (Dr Tim
Hurst – Hook Norton Surgery). 13. Richard Harris (Richard Harris – RMH Ltd). 14.
Austin (Sally Austin – St Peter’s Benefice Administrator). 15. Elizabeth Fry
(Christopher Fry – Community First Responders)
Kevin Hope, 7831 825237
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
I must apologise for my delay in returning to duties as the
blasted long covid still has me well and truly in its grip.
Hopefully by the time the next newsletter is published the
news will hopefully be more promising. I’m sure this lovely
hot weather will be gone by then as well; sadly, it's not
agreeing with me. I must thank you for all the well wishes
and flowers, we are truly blessed to live in such a friendly
and caring village.
Whilst I'm off please report any damages, vandalism,
potholes etc. on www.fixmystreet.com. Please include as
many details and photos as possible.
Whilst I've been recovering, the significant other has been
busy with the traction engine the last
few months. I hope you have all got to
see it up in steam, especially over her
majesty's jubilee celebrations, and
many of you were lucky enough to get
a tour of the village behind the engine,
plus a lesson on its workings. It's truly
spectacular and such amazing
engineering!

Once again I hope to return to duties ASAP but
in the meantime I can be contacted at
parish warden@hnpc.org.uk or
07496414024 with any issues.
Thank you all and hope you all have a lovely
summertime.
Laura Wyatt, Parish Warden for Hook Norton

KYIV CLASSIC ACCORDION DUO
The world renowned duo will return to Swalcliffe
on Sunday 7 August to perform their wonderful
music including well known classical pieces and
the folk music of their Ukrainian homeland. Their
UK tour will raise money for two Ukrainian
charities - The Hipokrat Society and Revival
Rehabilitation Centre, in cooperation with UK
registered Charity UK-Aid (www.uk-aid.org)
supporting disabled children and the victims of
both the Chernobyl disaster and the war in Ukraine.
Their concert in Swalcliffe Church on Sunday, 7 August begins at 7pm but doors
open at 6pm with a free drink on arrival. Entry is free but donations to their
charities will be much appreciated. Enquiries: Gay Harris, 01295 788427
Colin Hill
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Where to start – something old or something new!
The RSC’s production of Richard III continues until October. It is a powerful
production, showing Richard at his unscrupulous best. At the same time we are
watching, for the first time at Stratford, a disabled actor tackling what is perhaps the
greatest disabled character ever written. The acting is of the highest standard by all
the cast. It is a worthy finale for the outgoing artistic director Greg Doran.
At Oddington, we have the new Amphitheatre in Berrybank Park. Set on the ancient
wold, with an uninterrupted view over the Evenlode Valley, it should provide a
fabulous setting for its wide-ranging productions. On 14 August its theatrical offering
is Wilkie Collins’ ‘The Woman in White’ - certainly a favourite novel of mine.
I’m not sure what to say about its planned ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ on 24
August and ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’ on 2 August – these are Chippy
Theatre productions of both plays – I have our tickets for the latter at Kingham Hill
School on 5 August and the former, at Newbarn Farm on the Ditchley Estate, on 28
August. Follow me!
May I add at this point, how impressed I have been at Chippy Theatre’s outside
productions. I hope it will set the scene for a return to a ‘full-house’ at the theatre
proper in the autumn.
There is a dearth of plays to recommend at our other surrounding theatres and I am
still wary of visiting London.
This inhibits the Galleries too. However,’ at Cambridge’s Fitzwilliam Museum to 29
August a fascinating exhibition; ‘Hockney’s Eye’ – ‘The Art and Technology of
Depiction’ appeals.
At the Leamington Spa Art Gallery, to September, we can view ‘Modern PreRaphaelite Visionaries – British Art 1880-1930.’
Then there are two exhibitions, in Bristol and Liverpool, exploring artists shifting
relationships with the British Landscape. At Royal West of England Academy Bristol,
‘Earth: Digging Deep in British Art 1781-2022 and at Tate Liverpool, a different
perspective with ‘Radical Landscapes’. They both sound very interesting as both
demonstrate that the countryside and attitudes towards it, are never static.
Although outside my orbit, there are two museums that so interest me that I share
them with you. “The Story Museum, Oxford’ has overcome a challenging Covid-19
start but it is underway. It highlights the human need for stories and celebrates the
many ways that we can benefit from them. It is said to be ‘seriously playful’. I go for
that.
Then more serious thoughts come from the ‘People’s History Museum, Manchester’.
This I saw pre-Covid and it impressed me with its fantastic collection of Trade Union
banners. Its current programme has been dedicated to the theme ‘Migration: A
Human Story.’ But for me, recalling the images of the banners from almost every pit
in the north, being proudly carried at the Durham Miners’ Picnic, there is a story of
comradeship and pride despite all the hardships of the coal mining history.
Let us remember the importance of music too – sadly today there are few, if any,
Colliery Brass Bands!
At Birmingham, the CBSO, on 24 Sept, are performing a neat double – the
orchestra’s own Centenary Commission, Dean’s ‘In This Brief Moment’ involving two
colossal choruses and then Stravinsky’s ‘The Rite of Spring’. Some evening!
A move to Oxford and listen to the Proms Orchestra with Mami Shikimori performing
Mozart’s Piano Concerto No17. Followed by Beethoven’s Romance No2 in F and
Albinoni’s Oboe Concerto, it promises a music delight. This is at the University
Church of St Mary the Virgin in High St on 13 August.
John Wheatley
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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HOOKY NEIGHBOURS
Hooky Neighbours is becoming increasingly busy supporting
members of our community and liaising with various support
agencies as well as giving lifts, loaning equipment and organising
events.
We can only run with the support of volunteers and we would love
anyone that has any free time or maybe recently retired to join our WhatsApp group
and offer help. Most of the requests for help require an hour of someone’s time and
we are happy to reimburse fuel costs. We get amazing feedback from the people we
help and know that our help and support can be life changing.
Platinum Jubilee
The Jubilee was a great event for us to join the
village in celebration and organise some events
that the whole village could enjoy.
The Scarecrow Event was well supported and we
would love to thank everyone that joined in and
Jane Orchard for the toys tea party and Queen’s
scarecrow (Ed. see page 56!) photos. We hope you
all enjoyed walking round the village spotting lots
of queens, soldiers and all things royal.
The Parish Council kindly donated some money to
us to ensure some of our older members of the
village could join The Big Lunch at The Sun. It
was a lovely afternoon and thoroughly enjoyed by
everyone. A big thank you to everyone at The
Sun for their help and to Southcombe Garage for
buying everyone a drink.
We were also able to work with Chipping Norton
School Art Department to design a Jubilee Tea
Towel. Key Stage 3 pupils competed to have their
design make into a tea towel that could be gifted
and sold in the village. The winner Elodie Jones design was judged by both the
Parish Council and ourselves to have a design showing Hook Norton coming
together in celebration.
Equipment loans
Please remember we have a variety of home aids that can be borrowed free of
charge. Just message us.
Duke of Edinburgh students
We would love to have students volunteer their time with us. Some of our older
community would appreciate the company and help with simple tasks - gardening,
home organising, trips to village shop etc.
Donations
Hooky Neighbours is run by volunteers and therefore does not have high running
costs. However, we do like to organise events and provide one of support to both
old and young including local families struggling. If you would like to donate please
either email us with details of a donation to our account Hook Norton Care Group.
Sort 600135 Account 90221877 or drop off a donation to Burycroft House, Burycroft
Road.
Thank you
As always, thank you to everyone that volunteers for us. If anyone would like to
join our small committee then please let us know.
Michelle Dix
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON
If you are thinking about a heat pump, what
questions should you ask when an installer gets
in contact?
Given our reputation for being a leading ‘green’ community and the fact that our
homes are largely heated by oil, you probably have been, or are about to get calls
from people about moving off oil and putting in a heat pump.
We hope this is something you are interested in finding out more about and there are
now a growing number of members of our community who have successfully moved
over from oil to heat pumps and are pleased that they have made the change.
These are some questions that are good to ask at the start of your conversation:
�� Are they a member of the ‘MCS’ – The Microgeneration
Certification Scheme? This is the body that checks that the
companies that have their MCS Mark are both technically
competent and equally, (maybe more) importantly work to a
consumer code of conduct on how they sell the benefits of
their product. There are many MCS certified installers you can
access, so there talking to any that aren’t probably is not a
great use of your time.
Do they ask you about how your home is built and the levels
of insulation? If they don’t they will not be in a position to give you information
on what you might be able to do to insulate your home to make it heat pump
ready or to size the heat pump and the radiators, (or underfloor heating), to
install an efficient system.
�� Do they give you time limited offers that need signing up to on a short time
scale? The Boiler Upgrade Scheme providing a £5,000 grant towards installing an
Air Source Heat Pump, (or £6,000 for ground source heat pumps), runs though
until 2025. So, if installers are pushing you for an early decision then do push
them on why this is the case.
�� Are they asking you to make commitments without a written quote? It may be
that to assess whether your home is suitable for a heat pump they might have to
carry out a “heat loss survey” for your home and some companies ask for that to
be paid for to be refunded when you progress to an installation. Aside from that
you should always be expecting a detailed written quote breaking down the cost
of the heat pump itself and the costs of installation including any changes needed
to your current radiator system. Please feel free to forward that to info@hnlc.org.uk and we will be happy to run our eyes over the quote to see if there are
any areas, including cost, that need clarification.
If the recent hike in oil prices has triggered you, like many others, to think, “is now
the time to make the change?”, then hopefully these questions can get you down the
road of getting the information you need. The HNLC team is fortunate in having
experience that we can call upon to answer questions people have on the benefits
and the potential pitfalls of moving from oil to heat pumps. So, please do remember
we are here to help and are an email or call away.
If you have wider questions on energy advice and funding resources in anticipation of
energy prices rising further this autumn, then do look at our piece in the last
Newsletter and this is a great summary from the Low Carbon Hub, (the Hub sharing
good practice across Oxfordshire that we are an active member of as HNLC).
https://www.lowcarbonhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Energy-advice-andfunding-resources-April-2022.pdf
Tim Lunel, info@hn-lc.org.uk
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
It has been discussed at a recent HN Garden Club committee meeting that the
current format and model for the garden club that we have traditionally offered is
no longer sustainable for the following reasons:
�� A reduction in membership numbers, in part following on from Covid-19, has
resulted in a fall in income from subscriptions and in reduced numbers of
members attending meetings.
�� Due to health and other issues, some committee members have resigned or
plan to resign, leaving us with insufficient committee members to effectively
run the club. Unfortunately, despite requests to the membership, we have not
received any new nominations. We will be looking for nominations for the
following posts:
Meeting/Events secretary, Show Secretary, Membership/Club secretary.
�� Despite the reduction in income, the financial costs of running the club have
risen, and will no doubt continue to do so in future. These include, hire of the
hall, insurance and RHS membership. This expenditure is not sustainable given
the level of income.
�� Speakers’ fees and travelling costs continue to rise and in order to continue to
have good speakers we have to be prepared for higher costs.
�� Organising the shows involves a tremendous amount of work for the
committee. We feel the work required is disproportionate to the amount of
support the shows receive, both in terms of entries and the number of villagers
who come in to see the show.
We propose holding an Extraordinary General Meeting later in the year to discuss
these issues with the membership, and we hope as many of you as possible will
attend.
The garden club is in danger of folding unless we can recruit new members to both
the club and the committee that runs it.
If you are interested in either becoming a member and/or being part of the
committee, please contact Sian Arnold by email, sianrarnold@gmail.com or Malcolm
Black by phone, 01608 730668.
Peter Arnold, Chair

HOOK NORTON SENIORS FOOTBALL TEAM
Pre-season for the seniors is just about up and running
again.
If you are a keen footballer and are interested in getting
involved in the team, please feel free to come up to Hook
Norton Sports and Social Club. We do open training at the
Bourne on Thursday evenings around 6.45pm. Anyone is
welcome, even if you just want to get to know some people
and keep fit you can join in. Unfortunately, the league will
only allow players over the age of 16.
We will be embarking on our second season in the Witney
and District Premier Division. The reserves team will stay
folded. We don't have enough players for two teams. Hopefully, some of the local
reserves’ players are going to stick around and get involved. Hopefully see you at
the game.
Chris Tate-Davies, Chair
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING IN HOOK NORTON?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced/friendly local staff offering straight forward & honest advice.
�� Marketing HQ in Chipping Norton with window display in the Hook
Norton shop.
�� Online with rightmove.co.uk, onthemarket.com & kingandwoolley.com.
�� London Park Lane office with The Guild of Professional Estate Agents.
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional surveying & Financial Services contacts.
�� Tailored marketing services & competitive fee structures.

Whatever your property requirements in the village or surrounding area,
contact David Hawley on 01608 642111 or
chippingnorton@kingandwoolley.com
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

Tel: 01295 263505
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6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01608 642111

BACK TO SCHOOL QUIZ NIGHT
There will be a ‘seasonal’ Quiz Night at the Sports and Social Club on Friday, 16
September to herald the start of a new academic year.
It will be loosely based on a school curriculum; that’s to say that there’ll be
questions on history, geography, drama, music, P.E., science, art, design and
technology and English!
In fact, most of the subjects you’d expect, and it’s designed to offer an entertaining
and, hopefully, enjoyable evening.
Teams of up to 5 people are invited and the bar will be open from 7.30pm, with
questions starting at 8.00pm.
The price is £4 per person and if you wish to book in a team ahead of time, please
email me at kevin.hope57@outlook.com.
There will be a raffle during the evening, so please come along prepared to buy a
few tickets!
The evening is in aid of St Peter’s and I look forward to seeing you there.
Kevin Hope, 07921 473314

BEADS, BUNTING, BLOOMS AND BAKES!
Following on from the success of the bracelet and
bake sale at school reported in the spring newsletter
we had a fantastic showing at our Ukraine sale during
the Garage Sale. Thank you so much to Angel Powell
and St Peters Church for donating a table to the
cause. It has been great to see the floral wreaths
adorning people’s front doors and as the children
have said it is lovely to think that ‘when our Ukrainian
friends arrive they can walk round the village and see
that they are welcome, at home and not forgotten’.
With less than two weeks’ notice, fervent crafting,
wreath making and baking commenced all over the
village and we were so touched and overwhelmed by
the sheer quantity of goods that people donated to
the stall, as well as the generosity of those who came
to buy. Thank you so much! It really was a villagewide effort. Proceeds that morning came to £1000
and further wreath sales have brought that up to £1300. We have made a donation
of £500 to the Disasters Emergency Committee Ukraine Appeal and the remaining
£800 will be held by Hooky Supports Ukraine to help Ukrainians coming to live in
Hook Norton and the surrounding area in the coming months. In the unlikely event
that there are any leftover funds, they will be channelled back into the DEC or
Noxaid.
Fundraising efforts continue in earnest. You may have spied us most recently at the
Beer Festival. Bracelets are still available to purchase via the Just Giving page below
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/joyful-bracelets and I will continue to make
wreaths while stocks last. Please feel free to contact me for more information.
Annabelle Ross, annabelleross@mac.com.
Christopher Fry
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FROM THE REGISTERS
From St Peter’s – With sadness, we report that a Funeral Service has been held at
St Peter’s for John Frederick Hawtin, and a service at the crematorium for Maureen
Trevenna.
It was a joy to welcome Beatrice Hearn, Emrys Feather, Rufus Storey, and Isaac
Dorman who have been brought to church to be baptised.
We shared in the celebration of the marriage of Neil Holdstock and Shannon
Harrison and wish for them that their marriage will be life-giving and life-long.
From Shirley - Keith Charles Saunders, The Grange, Hook Norton, unexpectantly
passed away on 16 July 2022, much loved father, grandfather & partner.

HOOK NORTON WOMEN’S GROUP
We meet in the back room of The Sun Inn from 7.15pm on the first Monday of each
month.
It’s a social occasion with time to listen to or do interesting and varied things and is
currently £12 for six months.
The last few months have involved a group discussion around issues of the moment,
including transgender and Ukraine, hand massage taken by Olwen Goodwin, Circle
Dancing, which was great fun, led by Alice Rose and a talk by Philip Powell on the
development of surgery.
Thank you to all those leading sessions for us. It’s always interesting to do or learn
something new!
Our timetable until Christmas remains as
varied, with August being ‘Colour me
Beautiful’, September is about the
experiences of a driving instructor, with a
highway code quiz, in October we have a
talk about our local BBOWT (Berks Bucks
and Oxon Wildlife Trust) and in November
we are looking at what dangerous things we
have in our handbags!
We also organise separate outings for those
who want and can do them. In July we had a
great afternoon at Broughton Grange
Gardens.
Going on a Tuesday, which they reserve for
group visits, we were lucky enough to be the
only group there that afternoon so had these
wonderful gardens to roam in by ourselves,
with delicious cake and coffee on the lawn in
the sunshine before heading home.
This is a real gem of a garden only 15
minutes away and well worth a visit (or
two).
Other additional events nearer Christmas involve a Christmas meal and a wine
tasting evening. If you would like to join us, all women are welcome.
Deborah Weaver
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council:
The Parish Council also has its own website at https://hnpc.org.uk/ for more information.
Your Parish Councillors are –
Your Parish Councillors
Janeen Wilson Chairman
janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation Group
Diana Porter
diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery & Allotments Group
Caroline Gregory (Co-opted)
caroline.gregory@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery & Allotments Group
Jill Fennymore (Co-opted)
jill.fennymore@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation Group

Nathan Matthews Vice -Chairman
nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk
Environment Group
David Shepherd
david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk
Environment Group
Bob Mills (Co-opted)
bob.mills@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery & Allotments Group
Helen Brooks (Co-opted)
helen.brooks@hnpc.org.uk
Environment Group

Derek Brotherston
derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk
Memorial Hall Group
Jessica Binnie (Co-opted)
jessica.binnie@hnpc.org.uk
Memorial Hall Group
Richard Noviss (Co-opted)
richard.noviss@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation Group/Env Group
No vacancies

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations - Local organisations have thanked the PC
for giving them S137 grants towards their Jubilee celebrations; Playgroup, HN Tennis Club,
Library, FOHNS and HN Care Group. The PC also gave Jubilee teddies to children at HN
playgroup and Jubilee mugs to HN primary school children. The Sun organised ‘The Big Lunch’
and the PC engaged local musicians to entertain people at The Pear Tree, an alternative for
those who could not get tickets for the lighting of the beacon at the Brewery. Two street
closures were arranged for residents and many informal parties were held around the village.
In the Autumn, the PC will buy up 70 small trees to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee.
Dogs - Dog owners are asked to keep their dogs on leads in the cemetery and play
area. The PC has provided a number of dog bins. Please use them to dispose of excrement
left by your animal. To report an offence, visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
Accounts - Parish Council (PC) and War Memorial Hall accounts 2021-2022 have been
audited by the internal auditor with no matters arising. The PC accounts have now been
passed to external auditors, Moore, and details of the Hall accounts have been sent to the
Charity Commission.
Planning details can be found on the PC noticeboards, in the PC Minutes on the PC
website, or on Cherwell District Council’s (CDC) planning portal. CDC consults the PC on
planning applications but the PC is just ‘one voice’ and can only object to an application on
planning grounds. It does not have the authority to approve planning applications or tree
works. This is the responsibility of the District Council. If you object to a planning or tree
works application, please send your reasons to CDC in writing or via its Planning Portal.
Parish Council Minutes - PC Agendas, Minutes and reports can be found on the PC
website.
Contact us - The Parish Council is responsible for the general upkeep of the village and
making sure that the facilities you use, such as the War Memorial Hall, play area,
allotments, cemetery and churchyard are well maintained. It also has new projects which it
is working on, including the creation of wildlife zones and a Jubilee garden. Councillors are
keen to hear from you on these and similar matters to ensure that they are taking your
views into account. Come along to any PC meeting or email the Parish Clerk or any
Councillor directly.
Contacts:
District Cllr Hugo Brown is the main contact for Hook Norton. He is your first port of call
for any planning or District Council issues. He can be contacted via hugo.brown@cherwelldc.gov.uk
County Cllr George Reynolds can be contacted via george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
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Kinderpiano - Age 4 - 94 years!
Piano lessons in Hook Norton. Ever wanted to
play the piano? Friendly,
experienced teacher
recently moved to the area
looking for pupils. If you
or your children want to
have a go call Claire
Richnell on 07960 143677.
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SOUTH NEWINGTON FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW
Saturday 6, August 1.30pm – 4.30pm
South Newington Flower Show is taking place again this year with the addition of
some remarkably generous raffle prizes, as well as the usual delightful presentation
of garden flowers, produce and home crafts on display in the marquee.
The only time since WWII that South Newington has not held its charming show
was during the first year of the pandemic in 2020. It took place last year with
electronic systems replacing cash for the first time and being held outdoors on the
village green.
The central event is a marquee with 78 categories of produce on show ranging from
tomatoes, beans and beetroot to jams, cakes and craft items not to mention
sumptuous floral displays, and delightful children’s categories such as ‘garden on a
plate’.
Amanda Blythe Smith, chair of the Flower Show Committee, welcomes exhibits
from people who live outside the village and is calling especially on local allotment
holders from Hook Norton and other nearby villages to come and show their home
grown produce:
“We would love people to come and take part in the show by entering their homegrown flowers and produce. The show is all about celebrating the satisfaction and
pleasure that comes from gardening, and delighting in a competitive community
spirit.
The sweet pea cup is hotly contested in the village, as is the dahlia bowl for
example and this sort of gentle competition keeps us entertained for much of the
year. We’d love people to join in the fun.”
The full list of categories is available online on the village website,
www.SouthNewington.co.uk and entries should be delivered with the entry card to
the marquee on the morning of the show on 6 August from 8 – 10 am.
In addition to the marquee, there are also children’s games, a dog show, a very
popular tent with homemade cakes and refreshments, a variety of stalls and an
exhibition of pet portraits in the church.
Thanks to the very generous support of villagers there are two separate rather
special raffle draws this year at the show. One raffle is for a voucher from Dubarry
for £400 to spend on any items from its range of beautifully crafted country
clothing and footwear. Dubarry has an outlet in Enstone so the winner can come
and choose from the shop or buy online if they prefer.
The other raffle gives the opportunity to win one of eight items including a
personalised Smythson Portobello Notebook worth £200, a meal at the local pub
The Duck on the Pond worth £50, a hair cut from popular local hairdresser Charlotte
Stroud also worth £50 and five other generous gifts.
Entry to the show is £2.50 for adults and £1 for children. To exhibit in the show is
£1 per category with more information about this on the South Newington village
website. Raffle tickets can be bought at the show, or in advance from village coffee
mornings which take place once a month on Thursdays in the village hall. Again,
more information is available on the village website. www.SouthNewington.co.uk
Nicky Smith
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NEWS FROM THE RECTOR
The events of the last couple of months have brought
us all together. There were the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee Celebrations, when we enjoyed the display in
church: ‘Hook Norton from 1952 to the Present Day’
from the History Group, beautiful flower
arrangements from the Flower Team, wonderful
cakes at the Font Café and a special Sunday Jubilee
Service supported by a choir and Parade
Groups. Once again we enjoyed delicious Strawberry
Teas at the home of Angel and Phillip Powell and a
few weeks later the Hooky Singers came to St Peter’s
for a wonderful evening of ‘Summer Celebration’.
We have celebrated our Patronal Festival with a
service and a ‘bring and share’ lunch; we supported
the ‘Hook Norton Humanitarian Aid for Ukraine’ team,
who came to St Peter’s to share with us their passion and tremendous achievement
of taking supplies to the Ukraine, and we have celebrated ‘Sea Sunday’
remembering with thankfulness the fishers, the Royal Navy, the Merchant Navy, the
RNLI, the Port Chaplains and more.
There is much to look forward to in the Autumn! Do join in as much as you can.
6.09.22
24.09.22
25.09.22
01.10.22
02.10.22
07.10.22
15.10.22

Sports and Social Club
House of Bread,
Burmington
St Peter’s
St Peter’s
St Peter’s
St Peter’s
St Peter’s

30.10.22
05.11.22 St Peter’s
11.11.22 St Peter’s
13.11.22 St Peter’s
St Peter’s

St Peter’s Quiz Night
Benefice Quiet Day
Harvest Service and lunch
Pop up Market
Café Breakfast Service
Autumn Ball
Hook Norton Brass Band
Concert
Benefice All Souls Service
Craft Fair
Armistice Day Service
Remembrance Sunday
Service

7.30 for 8.00pm
9.30 am - 3pm
10.30am
9.30 am - 1pm
9.15am
7.00 for 8pm
7.30pm
3.30pm
10am-5pm
10.45am
10.45am

Have your every thought about going on a guided Quiet Day? We have one planned
for Saturday, 24 September at the ‘House of Bread’ at Burmington. It is being led
by Ruth Traynor. Whether you attend St Peter’s or not, you would be most
welcome. Don’t hesitate to ask if you would like more information. If you would like
to come please book in with Sally Austin at office@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk ; the
cost - £20.
And finally, two new services to tell you about; a monthly café style breakfast
service beginning on 2 October, and a creative monthly Sunday afternoon time
together to look at the arts such as paintings, music or Christian meditation as a
means for prayer and worship. If you would like to be in the planning for the latter
do speak to Helga Disney on 01608 730456.
I wish you all a safe, enjoyable and restful Summer.
Revd Janet Faull, 737223, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
The first half of the year has
flown by, and we’re not slowing
down in the months ahead.
We’ve still got spaces on some of
our brilliant challenge events as
well as the return of our popular
Make a Will Fortnight. Whether
it’s taking part in events,
donating to our hospice,
volunteering your time or making the most of our shops – your support and
generosity means that we can continue to care for local people and families when
they need it most. Thank you!
Ready and WILLing - This year Make a Will Fortnight celebrates its 10th
anniversary and will be running from 3 to 10 October. Six local solicitors have
generously agreed to waive their fee for writing or amending a basic will during the
two-week event and are instead asking for donations to Katharine House. If you’ve
been putting off making a will, then it’s the ideal time. For a list of participating
solicitors and to find out how to make an appointment, visit khh.org.uk/make-a-will.
In the running - There’s still time to sign up for the Oxford Half Marathon 16
October! Missed out on the ballot? Join Team Katharine House for the 13.1 mile run
around Oxford’s most iconic landmarks and help raise money for our hospice. All
runners will receive a branded running vest, as well as expert fundraising advice
and top tips on training. Sign up now at khh.org.uk/oxford.
The value of volunteering - Did you know that volunteering has been proven to
reduce stress, combat depression and improve physical health? It’s also a great way
to learn new skills and meet new people. Plus, you get to work with a brilliant team
supporting your local hospice. What’s not to love? We’re looking for volunteers right
across the hospice, so there’s bound to be a role that’s right for you. Find out more
khh.org.uk/volunteer.
Caring for our carers - Did you know that as well as caring for people with an
incurable illness we also offer support for their carers and family members? Our
services include an online Carers Café, social work support and our Hospice
Companion Service that aims to reduce loneliness and isolation. If you’d like to
find out more about the support we offer, visit our website: khh.org.uk/carersupport.
Digital monthly newsletter – Keep up to date with your hospice.
Sign up to receive our Katharine House digital monthly newsletter, which is
designed to keep you in touch with all our latest news and fundraising events at the
hospice.
Find out more - Head to our website for more details, events and news at
khh.org.uk.
Sarah Woods, Marketing & Communications Officer, sarah.woods@khh.org.uk
Working days: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday - 9am-5pm
Fundraising Tel: 01295 816484 | Main: 01295 811866
Katharine House Hospice, Aynho Road, Adderbury, OX17 3NL
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ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 Club
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
May
£100 D Ratcliffe
£25 K McCall-McCowan
£25 A Powell
June
£100 M Faull
£25 D Ratcliffe
£25 J Acreman
Should you wish to own a number in this 100 club please contact
Jane Orchard, 01608 737634, sjorchard15@gmail.com

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton is looking for new members. We are a very friendly group
and the social side of the game is as important as the badminton!
We play at the Memorial Hall and are looking for new members on:
Tuesday evenings, 8pm – 9.30pm
Please join us or just try it out to see if it’s for you. First session free!
Contact Vicky, 01608 737985 or Julie, 01608 737150
Deborah Weaver

UKRAINE HELP FROM HOOKY
To try and keep abreast with all the activities is awesome; there is so much that has
happened, is happening and will happen.
On 23 June a very successful dinner at the Brewery raised over £4,000.
A wonderful boost to our
fundraising. At the same time, we
met representatives from Banbury
and Oxford and discussed ways of
working together.
Among other things, we aim to
purchase much needed medical
and hygiene items locally in Poland
and other countries on the border.
This will prove a speedier means
than our present 4X4 transport.
However, we will continue to deliver
donated items received here,
together with the 4X4s. The latter
are proving a most important means
of transporting the items into the
war zone areas.
Again, sincere thanks to those who
are helping to sort and pack at the
Brewery storage area and the brave
dedicated group who drive out to
Ukraine and fly back.
We will soon have our financial
arrangements in place; meanwhile
the Brewery is safely banking any
monies for us.
Should you wish to donate in the
meantime, please contact Mandy
Wilkins, Financial Controller at Hook
Norton Brewery, 01608 737210, who will provide details.
John Wheatley
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

45

46

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDER SCHEME

Since the last update we have been very busy in all the communities we serve, both
in terms of medical emergencies and community training; (the latter, specifically
CPR and AED awareness).
We have greatly appreciated the support in both our own community and those
where we have been asked to deliver training.
In addition, both the Hooky team of Responders and those from Chipping Norton
and other communities, provided safety cover at the Music at the Crossroads event.
Fortunately, we were not required to attend to anything too serious at this event.
We continue to support South Central Ambulance Service in their extraordinary
efforts to attend medical emergencies within the shortest time possible. With that in
mind, during this period of unprecedented temperatures and the impact of Covid-19
etc., please be mindful of the need to maintain your hydration, drinking plenty of
water during the day. Do take a bottle of water with you when you go for a walk or
even shopping. Regular intake of fluids will help maintain your system and general
wellbeing. Please do follow the guidance as far as Covid-19 infection is concerned as
this is still a very real risk to us all.
In the last week most Ambulance Services are working to REAP LEVEL 4 (Resource
Escalation Action Plan (REAP). Level 4 is equivalent to a “Black Alert”, extreme
pressure, for hospitals and is declared when an ambulance service can no longer
effectively deliver a service, typically due to a major incident or in this case these
unprecedented conditions we are experiencing now. We can all make a simple
contribution which will go some way to relieve these extraordinary challenges. For
serious medical emergencies, dial 999, for urgent health or medical issues dial 111,
the triage system in both cases is very effective and will ensure an appropriate
response. Using the right service will help reduce pressure on the service and could
save a life. Your consideration is always valued and critically important.
The Hooky First Responders and other colleagues from surrounding parishes, will be
providing cover at the Hook Norton Beer Festival of Ales. We hope you all have a
wonderful time, enjoy the ale and cider but do stay safe.
Since our last update, the team have all requalified as we do on a regular basis to
maintain our skills and competency to provide immediate emergency medical
support. Hook Norton Brewery kindly provided the facilities to conduct the
assessments and examination.
We have taken a break from delivering Basic Life Support Training (BSL), both in
Hook Norton and adjacent parishes, over the summer period and will be
recommencing these events from September. We very much appreciate the support
of the community residents, organisations and businesses and your efforts to
promote the value of BSL to everyone in the community.
Finally, The Hooky CFR team have attended 7 patients in Hook Norton and the
surrounding parishes.
Christopher Fry, 07831 825237
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Another class of
Year 6s are making
the exciting move
up to high school
next month and we
did our best to give
them a rousing
send off. In their final week, they enjoyed a day out in London to see the musical
‘Wicked’. Then, on the last day, the whole school, together with many proud
parents, gathered in St Andrew’s Church for our annual Leavers’ Service. As always,
it was a moving event in which each Year 6 child said a personal goodbye to the
school and received our best wishes for the future.
Also since the last issue:
New children - In July we welcomed
all the children who will be starting
Reception in September, along with
their parents and some grandparents,
for a fun day of play, art, and
storytelling (pictured). Our current
children were brilliant hosts and the
new children seemed to have a great
time getting to know them and us,
which we hope will help them settle in
well in September.
Maths day - The whole school spent a
day of fun activities, indoors and out, focused on improving
spatial reasoning (pictured). Tasks and challenges included an
algebraic treasure hunt for the older children, and some handson measuring and estimating for the younger ones.
Rugby triumph - Our team of 15 boys and girls from Yrs 3 to 6
were the overall champions at the Chipping Norton School Tag
Rugby Festival (pictured).
Once school is back in September, we strongly encourage
parents and carers looking for a school to come and see all that
we have to offer. Please call us on 01608 737202 to arrange
your visit. We look forward to hearing from you!
Michelle Hastings, Headteacher

WING WALK FOR CATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
Following the article on page 5 in our April Edition,
Carol Holloway, Carley Lambourne and Shaun Lambourne
say, ‘We have completed our wing walk, along with 5
other people. We raised over £12,000 between us all for
the Katharine House Hospice. Thank you from all of
us for your donations and support’.
Carley Lambourne
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL
What a fantastic year we’ve had.
As the school year comes to a close we wanted to
take a moment to thank everyone for supporting
our fundraising efforts this past twelve months.
We’re delighted to report that we raised over
£16,000! It is only through the support of so many
of you in the community that this has been possible. Thank you.
These much needed funds have made a real difference to so many pupils’
experiences at school and has paid for many things including;
£5,000 of new reading
scheme books for Key
Stage 1; new class room
furniture; wooden
reading arbours which the
children can use at
playtime; new giant
movable TVs that are
used daily in ICT and
assemblies; new
basketball hoops; maths
sheds full of equipment
for outside learning;
keeping the school minibus on the road; a new
bouldering wall installed
on the back of the
beautiful new mural wall.
As we turn our minds to
the new academic year
we’re planning to run the
Christmas wreath making
workshops again as they
were so popular last time,
be on the lookout for
more details in the Autumn. We’re also linking up with Warwickshire Christmas
Trees – for every tree you buy FOHNS receives a contribution, last year this raised
over £230 at no cost to you. We’ve set ourselves the challenge of raising enough
money for a new music suite and re-vamped library, so anything you can do to
help with this would be very much appreciated, here are a few ideas, at little or no
cost to you:
�� We have a School Lottery which costs £1 a week. There is a guaranteed winner
each week along with the chance to win a bigger national prize. If you’d like to
get involved, please go to
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/hook-norton-cofe-primaryschool
�� Amazon Smile – if you select Hook Norton Primary School as your charity, we
receive a donation at no cost for you when you make a purchase.
�� We also regularly hold clothing collections through Bags2Schools. Please
consider holding onto clothes which no longer fit your family and passing them
to us on collection days.
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL (contd)
Do you work for a business which offers to Match Fund money raised at a
charity event? If you’re not sure, please do enquire as this has made a big
difference to the funds raised this year. We’d love to hear from you if it’s a
‘yes’!
�� Separately, for anyone getting ready for the new school term, we have lots of
pre-loved uniform available for free, please visit https://fohns.co.uk/uniformlist/ to see current stock.
Finally, we are always keen to hear from people wishing to offer their skills, time,
and services. We are a tiny team of parents and staff who enthusiastically work to
provide the school with additional funds and the children with some additional fun!
If you’re curious about joining the team or helping in any way we’d love to hear
from you, please do get in touch.
Thank you again for all your support and help over the past year. Wishing you all a
restful and enjoyable summer.
Friends of Hook Norton School, Fohns2020@gmail.com
��

HOOKY SINGERS
It was the usual day, Wednesday, and
time, 7.30pm but a whole new venue, St
Peter’s, for Hooky Singers pre break
‘Summer
Celebration’.
After the long time
away due to Covid19, it has been so
enjoyable being back
together singing
again that we felt we
should mark the end
of our first full term
back with a real
celebration of song
for the choir
members, friends and
family.
The singing was
interspersed with
readings of poems
about choir
rehearsals, expressing why we and others choose to sing together and the
enjoyment and benefit that singing together brings.
There was, of course, an interval to serve drinks and a time for conversation.
There was no charge for tickets but donations were received which will be split
between Katharine House and a Ukraine charity.
We now have our summer break and will return to sing at the Primary School hall,
Sibford Road, at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 7 September.
Please come along and try it out to see if you would like to join us. There are no
auditions!
Deborah Weaver
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Special promotion. A free bottle of
champagne with any tank changeover!!

53

54

LUNAR SOCIETY
Phew! What a scorcher!
Not the weather,
Lunartiks, but the
programme lined up for
the coming Hook Norton
Lunar Society season that
begins on Monday 10
October.
It will see the return of old
favourites including the
scientist, author and
stand-up comedian Helen Pilcher and for those of you gripped by the recent BBC
One tv series Sherwood, we will hear from our own former Nottinghamshire miner,
the multi-talented Dave Smith on the realities of underground engineering
challenges – and dangers. There will be wine and mince pies at the December
meeting too – possibly heavily subsidised, so you will probably have to book that
one!
Two innovations will be a Book Night and a Bonkers Facts event, of which more
nearer the time, and among the stars we have lined up are Russel Collins, the
internationally renowned potter and the ever popular, scalpel-wielding Philip Powell.
What will this all add up to? I hear you ask. Dave Goodwin will sort that out for you
as he explains Dyscalculia, but it equals a stonking season of Science, Engineering
and Philosophy in good company with fine Hook Norton Ales (other refreshments
are available, participants should be over eighteen, Society accepts no
responsibility…)
We will as ever be hosted by the Sun Inn from 7.30pm with thanks to Becks and all
her staff.
We have decided to give up on Zoom, as it’s been too disruptive, but we will record
the proceedings with the permission of the presenters and uploaded to YouTube.
You can find out more on the HNLS website and if you would like to be added to the
email distribution list for reminders of meetings, join the organising committee,
offer yourself as a speaker or suggest a topic, please send me your details.
Ian Buchanan, ian@buchananhn.co.uk

OXFORDSHIRE AGE UK
Our new Summer edition of EngAge is out now! To
access it please click: Age UK Oxfordshire EngAGE for
the seconds.
To get in touch about anything you read, or to request
free printed copies, please
email media@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk to contact the
editor. Best wishes.
Age UK Oxfordshire
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CELEBRITY SPOTTED IN HOOKY ON JUBILEE WEEKEND

No, not one of the Hooky horses. (Thanks to
Jane Orchard for spotting).
From the layout editor

HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
The cricket club continues to play at the
Bourne. The first team is towards the top of
division 4B of the Cherwell League and the
second team are mid table in division 7B. The
firsts are also due to play their cup semi-final
in late July. Now that the midweek league has
ended the nets are back to a Wednesday
evening, from 6pm - 8pm. If you fancy a bowl
or a bat please just turn up on a Wednesday
or contact the chairman, Matt Flower, at
hooknortoncricket@gmail.com.
The club had a successful Vice Presidents’ Day
on 26 June, with everyone from youngest to
oldest having a good time at the club.
Congratulations also to Richard Foxon, who
recently scored 147 for the seconds v Swinbrook.
The fixtures continue until the first week in September. Weather permitting, there
will a game every Saturday until then if you would like to come and watch.
John Weaver
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Our annual Book and Plant Sale was held on 21 May, in the
car park outside the library, for the first time since 2019. It
was lovely to see so many people gathering to chat and
catch up with friends and neighbours whilst browsing
through the vast assortment of books collected during the
previous week. The variety of plants contributed was also
wonderful and lots of people went away delighted with their
bargains. It was just like the old days!
Many people contributed to the success of the occasion. I
would like to thank all the committee members who lugged
books and furniture about, the musicians who added so
much to the ambience, all those who donated plants and
books and those who came to buy them. Thanks also to our wonderful Library
Manager, Karen Seymour, who can keep a cool head while chaos reigns around
her!
I am happy to announce that we made a total of £653.30. The sale of plants raised
£231.20, sale of books £253.10 and the raffle raised a further £169.
All the money is used to contribute to our ongoing support of the village library.
July update
Things are changing within the library committee and we are looking for a new
Secretary. If there is anyone who is interested in helping us in this role please
contact our Chair, Jane Orchard on sjorchard15@gmail.com.
Sue Ditchfield, (Secretary of FOHNLC)

POP-UP-MARKET
St Peter’s Church Hook Norton
Saturday 1 October, 09.30am -1.00pm
Alongside Font Café
Variety of stalls and Produce
All Welcome, Free Entry
Proceeds to St Peter’s
Like a Stall and Information? Contact
Angel Powell, angelmrpowell@gmail.com, 01608 730512 or
Jane Orchard, sjorchard15@gmail.com, 01608 737634

Back for its 8th year, the Great Wigginton Model Railway will be open in August
and September.
Opening Times Summer 2022
Saturday 6 August, 10.30am to 5pm
Saturday 3 September, 10.30am to 5pm
Sunday 7 August, 2.30pm to 5pm
Sunday 4 September, 2.30pm to 5pm
Saturday 20 August, 10.30am to 5pm
Saturday 10 September,
Sunday 21 August, 2.30pm to 5pm
During Wigginton village Fete
Monday 29 August, 10.30am to 5pm
Free entry; donations welcome
Wigginton Methodist Church, Wigginton, OX15 4JZ
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
A busy summer for the Harriers
It's warming up for the Hooky Harriers, with lots of runners taking
part in races over the last couple of months and it's also time for
our annual summer race, the Hooky 6! This takes place on 7
August, and good luck to all locals taking part. There's a rather
good memento for all
participants this year, too.
On the race front, we've run
relay, 10k and half marathon
races recently, as well as our regular park runs
and the latest in the Motavation series, which
takes place monthly over the summer at various
Oxfordshire locations. Harriers who ran Motivation
are pictured. In this most recent race, Donna Allen
and Susie Morgan were particularly impressive,
coming 1st and 2nd in their age category. Well
done to all our members on their successes, but
we need to particularly mention two individuals.
First, Royston Williams
pictured left, completed the Long Course Weekend in Wales,
which saw him complete an Ironman-length race, with the
swim, bike and run legs being on consecutive days. As soon
as he had driven over to Tenby, there was the small matter
of a 2.4 mile sea swim to do - and rough sea and a moving
buoy resulted in him swimming further than intended!
Saturday morning saw competitors take on a hilly 112 mile
bike ride, and then, on Sunday, there was the small matter
of a marathon to run. Royston's committed training meant
he finished all three stages and gained some impressive
medals in the process.
Secondly, Richard Hart took on the notoriously hard Hendon
Brook Race in Nelson, Lancashire. This is a 13.5 mile race
with over 2,000 feet of steep hills and tricky descents. No wonder it's known as
'tarmac torture'! The race organisers were impressed with Richard for having
travelled so far to compete in the race, and he finished in 1hr 52mins 45secs.
Hooky Harriers are a tough tribe and seem to be able to cope with the most
challenging of races, as Richard and Royston have demonstrated!
Nell Darby secretary@hooknortonharriers.org.uk

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
St Peter’s Church Hook Norton
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
Returns Saturday 17 December
Contact, Jane Orchard, 01608 737634,
sjorchard15@gmail.com.
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB

Matches
Summer league matches have now started, with 3 teams competing. As I write this,
the A team is 3rd in division 1; the B team is 3rd in division 2 and the C team is 5th
in division 4.
Ladder matches
Ladies’, men’s and mixed doubles matches are under way.
Coaching is available from Marc, Faith and Steve, as below.
The dates for Marc’s coaching are Monday to Friday from Monday, 1 August to
Friday, 26 August.
Please contact Faith and Steve for their coaching dates.
Club sessions and court bookings
Courts can be booked by members via our website.
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HookNortonTennisClub
Club sessions are also listed there, also Covid-19 guidelines and other useful
information. Use WhatsApp to book on to club sessions.
New members always welcome. For more information contact Kate, the
membership secretary, as below.
For coaching contact
Marc Gilkes, 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 / baselinecoaching@outlook.com or
Faith Heron, 07771 904 905 / faith.heron@gmail.com or
Steve Bone, 078 50 036 656 / sjbone96@gmail.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Kate Hopkins 01608 642774,
khs.shoes@gmail.com or see: https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HookNortonTennisClub

Elaine Priestley

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The 2022/23 season for the local history group gets underway on Tuesday, 6
September when Katharine Bradley will be talking about Early Women Professional
Gardeners.
As usual, our meetings take place in the Baptist Church Hall on Netting Street
starting at 7.30pm.
I will write to members during the course of this month inviting them to rejoin for
the coming season which promises, in terms of talks, to be every bit as good as
previous years. Membership remains at £10 per person with a modest charge of £2
per meeting for non-members.
For further information about the group please contact me as below.
David McGill, 01608 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com

C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders

Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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