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Girls!! Learn to play golf in a way that Rocks!
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club are proud to host Girls Golf
Rocks as part of an England Golf & Golf foundation initiative
to promote more girls into golf.
● Open to all girls aged 7-14 , Six-week session , no
experience necessary, just come and have fun!
● Free taster sessions on Tuesday 3rd May 6pm or
Saturday 10th May 10am.
● 6 week coaching programme starts from Tuesday 17th May 6-7 or
Saturday 21st May 10-11
● Equipment provided (Sanitised)
● Coaching taken by qualified PGA Professionals John Stubbs & Marc
Wheeler
For more information or to book your place go to:
www.girlsgolfrocks.org/TadmartonHeathGC
Or contact : golfopsmanager@tadmartongolf.com
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club, Wiggington,
Banbury, OX15 5HL, 01608 730047
www.tadmartongolf.com

The Women’s Academy@ Taddy
Ladies, if you have ever wanted to
give golf a go or you are thinking of
starting again then the Women’s
Academy @ Taddy is made for you…

Following on from the success from last year we will be running ladies group
coaching lessons starting in May.
The available start dates for the 5 week course are;
Tuesday 3rd May 10am-11am, Tuesday 3rd May 5pm-6pm & Thursday 5th May
10am-11am
The lessons will be provided by our PGA Head Professional John Stubbs & his
team with the aim of building your confidence and delivering coaching that is
both effective for you but most importantly ENJOYABLE.
To book please contact golfopsmanager@tadmartongolf.com
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club, Wiggington, Banbury, OX15 5HL
01608 730047 www.tadmartongolf.com
“A warm welcome and continued ecouragement has made our introduction to golf very
pleasant” Brenda
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FROM THE EDITORS
After the feeling of such promise for
the New Year in the February edition,
how one world event can change
everything.
Being teenagers in the mid 70’s then
the 80’s, with Vietnam, the Cold War
and the backdrop of the, then,
relatively recent WW2, perhaps it
was naïve of us to think we would
never see the like again in our
lifetimes.
History should, perhaps, have
warned us that we were wrong.
The events in Ukraine are, of course,
shocking, terrible and some of the
stories coming out now are purely
chilling.
Many people in Hook Norton are
rising to the occasion as usual,
helping however they can.
Our thoughts inevitably turn daily to
the people of Ukraine, not forgetting
Russian lives also lost.
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The situation also gives rise to understandable anxiety about the future.
Just searching online for ‘How to cope with anxiety caused by the war in Ukraine’
provides suggestions about how to help us cope mentally with this situation.
We have much to be thankful for, not least the improving weather and the beauty of
our village and surrounding countryside.
Thank you to David McGill for our cover photo of daffodils.
Also, in this edition there is a centre page spread of currently known events
happening for the Queen’s Jubilee celebration.
Thank you to the Parish Council for pulling this together. No doubt other things will
be going on and please watch out for those nearer the time.
Deborah and John Weaver 737791, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

FROM THE REGISTERS
St Peter’s – With sadness, we report that a Service of Thanksgiving was held in
March for Linda Gasson. We continue to hold her family and friends in our prayers.
Also in March, we held a Wedding Service for Alice Hole and Richard Brown. We
wish Mr and Mrs Brown a long and happy marriage.
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HOOKY DUO WING WALK FOR KATHARINE HOUSE
HOSPICE
Hook Norton residents,
Carley Lambourne and
Carol Holloway with a
combined age of over
110 years have teamed
up to raise much needed
monies for Katharine
House Hospice. Due to
take place on 26 May
2022.
Carley’s story - When I
joined the fund-raising
team at Katharine House
Hospice in June, I
happened to mention that I was up for doing the Wing Walk. Now the time has come
for me to put my money where my mouth is, by raising much needed funds for this
amazing local charity.
Carol’s story - Carol told us that she has wanted to Wing Walk for about 40 years
and would be realising a dream of a lifetime and another tick off her never-ending
bucket list.
If you would like to show your support to this wonderful charity, please do so by
going to our Just Giving pages.
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/carley-lambourne1
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Carol-Holloway
Thank you everyone.
Carley and Carol

HOOK NORTON GIRLGUIDING
We are pleased that Hook Norton Rainbows, Brownies,
Guides and Rangers are now meeting on a weekly
basis. The lighter evenings and warmer days are upon us
and the summer term is when we do our exciting
adventurous meetings out of doors!
Rainbows (age 5-7), Brownies (7-10), Guides (10 - 14)
and Rangers (13+).
Please email me if you would like to find out more about
the units in the village and your daughters would like to be involved in the units.
We are looking forward to being involved in St Georges Day/Jubilee events in the
Cherwell Division and joining up with other units in the area. We also have events
taking place with other Oxfordshire units. Watch this space for an update in the next
issue.
If any adults are keen to help with the village units in any way, either admin,
finance, or being in the unit as a leader, please email me.
Lastly, I had the great pleasure last Monday in presenting Heather Sharp with her
Leadership Qualification badge and certificate - Congratulations Heather and well
done in working so hard to gain the award. We are pleased that Heather is helping
Sue with Hook Norton Guides.
Julie Wood, Swere Valley District Commissioner, swerevalleydc@gmail.com
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING IN HOOK NORTON?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced/friendly local staff offering straight forward & honest advice.
�� Marketing HQ in Chipping Norton with window display in the Hook
Norton shop.
�� Online with rightmove.co.uk, onthemarket.com & kingandwoolley.com.
�� London Park Lane office with The Guild of Professional Estate Agents.
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional surveying & Financial Services contacts.
�� Tailored marketing services & competitive fee structures.

Whatever your property requirements in the village or surrounding area,
contact David Hawley on 01608 642111 or
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

Tel: 01295 263505
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6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01608 642111

GOOD COMPANIONS 2022 – A SHORT STORY
Jack was climbing into the cab of his lorry – already laden with garden pots of all
shapes, sizes and designs that were destined for the north! A long day ahead; he
was anxious to get away.
As the engine roared to life, Emily from the office ran in front, waving furiously.
‘Damn’ muttered Jack as he switched off, ‘What now?’ He wound down the window.
‘The boss wants to see you upstairs.’
Seeing the look on Jack’s face, Emily added, ‘Now.’
At his desk, Mr Harris sat smiling; that only added worry to Jack’s annoyance at
being delayed. He guessed a favour was on the cards; tomorrow was Saturday and
he was playing in the First XV – a rare promotion. That ominous smile from the
boss could mean an urgent delivery to the back of beyond.
Quickly the welcoming smile vanished. Harris looked very serious as he rose from
his desk.
‘Come down the back to the yard, Jack.’ He hurried down the stairs to the
warehouse; opening the doors, the scene was unbelievable. Instead of neat rows of
their beautiful ceramic pots, all Jack could see were boxes and bags of all shapes
and sizes.
In a flash the name Ukraine came to his mind.
‘Wow’ he exclaimed, is that what’s been collected?’
‘Aye’, said Harris. ‘Whilst you were swanning it to Stratford and Brum yesterday,
this is what we had to cope with. Amazing! Just amazing how generous folk have
been – all in a few hours.’
Then it dawned on Jack, ‘I suppose you want me to take it tomorrow to the
Coventry pick-up?’
‘Not quite,’ he replied, ‘Just a bit further in fact. You and I are to take the 26 tonne
HGV, loaded with all this, to the Polish border with Ukraine.’
There was a string of ‘buts’ from Jack; all quickly countered.
‘Bill is taking over your load today. I guess he’s already gone. This gives you and
me time to plan. Oh,’ he paused looking out into the yard, ‘Here comes our boss for
the journey. Good morning Liz!’
Coming towards them, looking very purposeful, was a young woman. Jack
recognised her; she was a nurse at the surgery and a star of the tennis club.
‘Hi, Paul,’ she said. Then looking at Jack, ‘Ah, I thought I’d recognise him. Thanks a
million Jack. So sorry for the haste but we must get there this weekend.’
Whatever objections had screamed into Jack’s mind, Liz ‘s smile sent them flying.
‘A pleasure’ he replied.
‘Now to business.’ Paul could see Jack visibly wilting, ’Our transport is serviced and
ready. Just remains for the lads to load her up.’
‘How long will it take us? There must be a lot of hold-up points…’
Liz interrupted, ‘Right Jack, it won’t be easy, but we have a plan.
My parents have family contacts in the shipping business; they’ve arranged a
crossing for us to Rotterdam – that was the tricky part. As you suggest, there is a
real danger of clogged roads the Calais way.’
Her smile was back again as she added, ‘After that it will be plain sailing from the
Netherlands going round Berlin and on to Warsaw. Good roads and reliable diesel;
no problems: honest.’
As her face lit up with easy confidence, the older man, brought a touch of realism
into the challenges ahead. ‘Answering your question Jack, we think it could take us
at least thirty-six hours to get there even without major diversions. All a bit far to
drive non-stop.’ Then he too broke into a smile, ‘But like Liz, I have a plan.’
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GOOD COMPANIONS 2022 – A SHORT STORY (contd)
He pulled out his phone and talked; then continuing, ‘Margaret, my wife, is to join
us and is bringing around our motor-van at this moment. With this and the HGV,
the four of us can take a break without stopping for any length of time for food or a
kip.’
Now Jack seemed to be entering into the adventure that lay ahead,
‘Wow, this sounds exciting, better than rugby and a pint. Tell me more.’
Paul and Liz exchanged looks of relief.
As if on cue, the motor-van drove into the yard with Margaret at the wheel. The
team was complete.
‘Right,’ Margaret jumped down to join them, ‘Hello everyone. Breakfast is ready
over the road and then we’re off.’
She turned to Jack, ‘Oh, and Jack, you’d better pop home and get stuff for the trip.
Let your Mum know you won’t be home for dinner as well.’
Liz laughed – and then, so did Jack, as he added, ‘By the looks of it, and not for a
few breakfasts either.’
By now Paul was sure his driver was a happy part of the team. No doubt
contemplating the pleasure of having a different ‘driver’s mate’ than he had been
expecting that morning!
‘Ukraine, here we come!’
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John Wheatley

LUNAR SOCIETY
Lunartiks rise again.
Hook
Norton
Lunar
Society
programme's enforced interruption
finally came to an end on Saint
Valentine's Day, 14 February, with
Tim, Baron Boswell of Aynho's
presentation ‘Farmers, Society and
Policy’. Coming from a farming
family, he interwove his farming and horticultural expertise, with experience as a
government adviser, politician and minister to illuminate his theme.
Farmers are important, and Tim made this point by quoting Jonathan Swift:
'Whoever could make two ears of corn grow upon a spot of ground where only
one grew before, would deserve better of mankind and do more essential
service to his country than the whole race of politicians put together',
which he felt also gave perspective to his own later career.
Increased productivity has long been a motivation for farmers and innovations such
as Jethro Tull's seed drill have made this possible.
Science also plays its part and one of the most significant advances was the
introduction of the 4-course crop rotation system. These affected change in society
which, in turn, impacted farmers.
To sum up his entertaining and informative presentation, Lord Boswell
emphasised that agriculture is a business founded on a successful economic model;
most farmers are innovative and entrepreneurial, they take note of scientific and
technical information, and they want stability and sensitivity from government.
Serendipity blessed the Lunar Society's March gathering when Caroline Chappell gave
her Artificial Intelligence presentation, ‘Aye aye AI’, on the 143rd anniversary of Albert
Einstein's birth, whose intelligence was in no way artificial, as she pointed out.
So, what is Artificial Intelligence (AI) and is it friend or foe? Put simply, it's the
simulation of human intelligence by a machine such as a computer or robot that could
eventually become indistinguishable from a human. Today AI is narrow in its
capabilities, in that it can only do one specified task such as playing chess far more
quickly and accurately than a human, but research is working to develop more general
AI that will have a broad range of human skills.
We are already experiencing AI in our daily lives as we walk about the town,
followed by security cameras that can have facial identification and
movement analysis software. When we make purchases on our digital devices, we
must pass "Turing" tests to ensure we are not robots and are challenged to decipher
sequences of letters and numerals obscured by distortion or count things we see in a
sequence of photos. These are tasks difficult for robots, but simple for the human eye
and brain.
Computers are just calculating devices without any moral or ethical
awareness, but we are already seeing great benefits from AI applications in healthcare,
drug development, manufacturing and task automation.
Caroline's session ended with a lively Q&A and stimulating debate.
HNLS meets again on 11 April, when Philip Powell addresses Long Covid.
Ian Buchanan, ian@buchananhn.co.uk
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
I am pleased to announce that our Library Book and
Plant Sale will be going ahead this year for the first time
in two years. This popular village event will take place on
Saturday, 21 May, from 9.30am to 12pm in the car
park outside the library, weather permitting.
Refreshments will be provided by the Font Cafe in the
Church. If the weather is wet, we will be using the Church
for the sale.
We will look forward to receiving your donations of books
in good condition, but we will only be able to receive them
at the library during the week leading up to the sale.
Please do not deliver books before Monday 16 May, as
storage is a problem.
As usual we will be pleased to receive donations of plants and ornamental plant pots
on the day. All the money raised will be used for the ongoing costs of our support
for Hook Norton Community Library.
If you are new to the village, please do come along to this sociable event. You will
be surprised by the bargains on offer, as well as great raffle prizes.
If you would like more information about the sale or about the Friends of the
Library, please contact me.
Sue Ditchfield, Secretary of FOHNLC, 737634
Please note that the Book Group that meets in the library on the second Wednesday
of every month starts at 2.30pm and not at 2pm as stated in the February
Newsletter.
Anne Evans and Jenny Bell
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PILATES IN SIBFORD

On-line classes and private tuition available
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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QUIZ
Queen Elizabeth II’s momentous anniversary just weeks away, so have a
go at my Platinum Jubilee Quiz – answers can be found on page 19.
1. What is Princess Anne’s honorary title?
2. What was Princess Elizabeth affectionately called by King George V?
3. Which Queen is 2nd cousin 8 times removed from Queen Elizabeth II?
4. Who was Prime Minister at the time of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee celebrations?
5. Which Republic did the Queen visit in 2011; the first visit by a British monarch in
100 years?
6. In which county is Sandringham House?
7. How was Lord Louis Mountbatten referred to by the royal family?
8. Queen Elizabeth II was born in her grandparents’ house in which area of London?
9. In 1820, who was put in charge of transforming Buckingham House into a
Palace?
10. The Queen holds honorary degrees in Law and Music from which UK academic
body?
11. Apart from Sandringham House, which royal residence is owned by the royal
family?
12. Queen Elizabeth II still holds the title of Imperial Order of the Crown of which
country?
13. Where are the Queen’s elephant, turtles, jaguar and sloths housed?
14. Which public school did Princes William and Harry attend?
15. What is the first name of Jack Brooksbank’s wife, who is 12th in line to the
throne?
Kevin Hope

NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Matches
In the winter league the A team is currently 4th in division
1 and the B team is 5th in division 1. The C team is 2nd in
division 3.
Events
The next Fun Tournament for members is scheduled for
Saturday 9 April.
An Open Day is planned for 3 June. All welcome.
Ladder matches
Ladies’, men’s and mixed doubles matches are under way.
Club sessions and court bookings
Courts can be booked by members via our website.
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HookNortonTennisClub
Club sessions are also listed there, also Covid-19 guidelines and other useful
information. Use WhatsApp to book on to club sessions.
For coaching contact
Marc Gilkes, 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 / baselinecoaching@outlook.com or
Faith Heron, 07771 904 905 / faith.heron@gmail.com or
Steve Bone, 078 50 036 656 / sjbone96@gmail.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Kate Hopkins 01608 642774,
khs.shoes@gmail.com or see: https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HookNortonTennisClub

Elaine Priestley
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LOOKING AFTER SWIFTS IN HOOK NORTON
There are almost 60% fewer swifts in Britain than there were 25 years ago. Swifts
spend almost their entire lives on the wing and they nest out of sight under eaves and
tiles. On warm evenings you may hear small groups of them screaming around over
roof tops in Hook Norton near where they are nesting. They are sometimes confused
with house martins and swallows, but there are several obvious differences. One is
that you won’t see swifts perched on telephone wires or aerials. They only land to
nest and breed. Another difference is that house martins and swallows make nests
out of mud which can easily be seen. House martins attach them under eaves.
Swallows lodge them on a beam or ledge inside a barn or other outbuilding, but with
swifts the only way to find where they are nesting is to spot them disappearing into
their nest hole.
What the three birds have in common is that they
come here only in the summer to breed and that
they depend entirely on insects for food. This latter
fact and the shocking recent decline in insect
numbers is almost certainly a reason why the
number of both swifts and house martins has gone
down.
In the case of swifts though, there is another reason
for the population decline. Even comparatively minor
building alterations or repairs can prevent a swift
returning to the nest place it may have used for
many years. This is the main issue which the
Cherwell Swifts project has been trying to tackle,
firstly by finding and recording where the nest sites
are so that swift-friendly building work can be
encouraged, and also by providing alternative nest
places. These can be nest boxes installed in suitable
In 2021 swifts occupied these places, or nesting bricks specifically designed for
swifts and integrated into new buildings or buildings
nest boxes in Stonesfield.
being renovated. The great virtues of these nesting
Photo; Paul Wren
bricks are that they are very neat, inexpensive and,
once installed, they
remain available for swifts for the lifetime of the
building. Nor do they need cleaning out.
Several nest boxes in the village were occupied last
summer for the first time and the new development
nearing completion at Stapenhill has 6 integrated nest
bricks. We are now working on providing more nest
boxes and new nest places for the swifts when they
return in May.
However apart from having a nest box, there is
another way you can help swifts. We would like to find
as many of their Hook Norton nest places as we can.
So, we are asking that if you know of or spot one of
these,
to
inform
Frank
Lucas
please
at
Swift in nest box in
frank_lucas@btinternet.com. Thank you.
Adderbury. Photo; Paul Wren

Chris Mason, Cherwell Swifts
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HOOKNORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDER SCHEME

Can you help us? As many of you will have seen from our posters around the
village, we are delivering a programme of Community Training events in Hook
Norton focused on familiarising and teaching the rudiments of Basic Life Support
(BLS) and how to use a Public Defibrillator confidently. Also, to give the individual
bystander the confidence to use this life saving skill until a medical team arrives to
help.
Many studies have concluded that bystander intervention at a cardiac arrest has
been a key factor in recovery and successful discharge from hospital. This applies to
both home settings with family or friends and public situations with other members
of the community.
We have continued with the programme we started almost three years ago and will
continue to do so. Whether or not you have attended a course with us or have
attended a first aid course, come along again. They say “practice makes perfect “or
in this case, practice maintains knowledge, improves skills, technique and
confidence.
We would really like to see more people at these Community Training events,
they’re free and in spite of the subject, they can be good fun and personally
fulfilling. The bigger the group the better the vibe.
Now, how can you help us? Word of mouth is the best form of communication in
any community. If you have attended and thought the training was worthwhile,
share this with your friends and acquaintances, and suggest they attend, or at least
investigate. They (or you) can email me at christopher.fry@sca-charity.org.uk, I
would be delighted to explain what’s involved, also happy to arrange a phone call.
The next Community Training on the 10 May, will be a joint event with Hooky
Neighbours. We are asking the existing volunteers who work so tirelessly in our
village to join us and inviting anyone who would like to learn more about Hooky
Neighbours and also, perhaps, observe or join in the Basic Life Support (CPR &
Defibrillator) training. You may even be interested in joining the CFR team. We are
looking for more people for our team and welcome a discussion with you.
We have been quite busy since the last Newsletter update, delivering two
community training events at Sibford in addition to the Hooky training. Overall,
about 40 people attended both events. Events are also planned at Swalcliffe and
two other nearby villages close.
We attended 18 patients during January and February in Hook Norton and
surrounding parishes.
Community Training Event
CPR & DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING (Covid Safe)
Hook Norton Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 10th May 2022, 6pm - 8pm
Face masks are required for the practical element of training usual safety
protocols will be observed.
Please register at
christopher.fry@sca-charity.org.uk
Christopher Fry
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EARLY DAYS OF THE HOOK NORTON CRICKET, TENNIS
AND FOOTBALL CLUBS

The oldest of these appears to be the village cricket club, which has existed since at
least the 1860's. In May 1863 members and friends connected of the club met at
the National Schoolroom for the purpose of re-establishing the club for the ensuing
season and appointing officers. The following were elected; President, K. S. B.
Davis; Vice-President, J. J. Cook; Treasurer, R. Mallam; Secretary, Mr. J. Luckett.
Committee; J. W. Godson, C. Sturch, J. Hiatt, E. Walford, and D. Whitfield. At the
meeting it was planned to try and increase membership, particularly as several
players had left the club within the last three years. This suggests that the cricket
club was established around 1860. The club played on a pitch at Park Farm and on
31 July 1863 a match took place between a side from Hook Norton and a mixed side
from Swerford and Wigginton. The winning Hook Norton side included K.S.B. Davis,
W. Mallam, R. Mallam, J.J. Cook, D. Whitfield, J. Bennett, W. Minchin, G. Fosse, J.
Hiatt and W. Hiatt.
The earliest date found so far for the Hook Norton Lawn Tennis Club suggests it
dates from the 1880's when it centred around a court at Brooklyn, the home of
Brewery Manager and club secretary Alban Clarke. One of the earliest recorded
matches discovered occurred on 20 May 1890 against Chipping Norton. This first
match of the season resulted in a win for Hook Norton. Players at that time included
Mr Sidwell, Miss L Marshall, Mr Gibbs, Miss Gibbs, Mr A Clarke, Miss Mann, Miss
Berridge, Miss Harris and Miss M Harris.
One of the earliest matches of the Hook Norton Football club took place on 16
March 1895. It was played at Hook Norton against opposition from Chipping Norton
Swifts. The game resulted in an easy win for the Swifts by seven goals to nil. The
Hook Norton team comprised P. Hearn in goal, E. Hearn and U. Hearn, left and right
backs, Hitchcox, Luckett, and Berridge, half-backs and Gascoigne, Taylor, Bothy,
Sweatman and Bloxham forwards. A week later the Hook Norton team played
Milcombe and won ten nil! Goal scorers were P Hearn (2), B Hearn (2) with
Borsberry, Berry, Giles, Hunt, Luckett and Beveridge getting one apiece. Early
football grounds included the Park, Betty Crafts Lane, Redlands Barn field and
Station Road. The above Clubs are of course still going strong today.
James Tobin

ANSWERS TO QUIZ
PLATINUM
1. Princess Royal; 2. Lilibet; 3. Anne; 4. Tony Blair; 5. Ireland; 6. Norfolk; 7. Uncle
Dickie; 8. Mayfair.
JUBILEE
9. John Nash, 10. University of London; 11. Balmoral; 12. India; 13. London Zoo;
14. Eton; 5. Eugenie.
Kevin Hope, 7831 825237
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Open for Business!

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com
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HOOKY NEIGHBOURS
Hooky Neighbours has been continuing to support as
many people as possible in the community, both old,
young and in-between. Our volunteers are always
supporting us and offering up their time and we would like
to thank them as always.
We have been busy with plans for the next couple of
months and are very excited to be working with both
Chippy and Hooky Schools as well as the Parish Council on
these.
For the Jubilee weekend we are planning on running a scarecrow event again so
please look out for more information and start thinking of royal themed scarecrows.
Chipping Norton School are working with us to design a special Jubilee gift. We will
also be offering opportunities for some of our more vulnerable or more isolated
members of the community a chance to join The Big Lunch on Sunday, 5 June.
Please could you email us if you know of anyone who should be invited
hookyneigbours01@gmail.com.
Our shopping minibus has continued to run on Fridays to both Chipping Norton and
Banbury. We have struggled to increase the numbers using this service so have
decided to run a special spring outing. It will be a paid for coach trip to Fosseway
Garden Centre in Moreton in Marsh followed by lunch and a stop at Aldi for
shopping. We are looking at either Friday, 29 April or Friday, 5 May. If you know
anyone who would be pretty likely to want to come, please contact Paul Cann on
07967 366396 or paullewiscann@gmail.com .
We are also happy to be supporting the Hook Norton Community First
Responder Scheme on 10 May at the Sports and Social. The evening will be an
opportunity for our community first responders to help with familiarising and
teaching the rudiments of Basic Life Support (BLS) and how to use a Public
Defibrillator confidently. Also, to give the individual bystander the confidence to use
this life saving skill until a medical team arrives to help. We hope to encourage as
many of our volunteers as possible to join us and give people an opportunity to
meet and chat with our volunteers and committee members. There will also be
cake!!!
Please remember that we have a variety of mobility aids for anyone to borrow
either short term or long term free of charge. Currently they are stored at
someone’s home but we have been given permission to use a lock up shed at the
Sports and Social. If anyone knows of a shed for sale or has a contact, please
let us know.
More recently we have been asked about befriending some of our older members of
the village. We currently have a lady that would like someone to support her
with gardening and provide company and chat maybe once a
week/fortnight. This would be very casual and to suit both parties. If you
think this would be something you could spare time for, please contact us.
We are also constantly looking for help with lifts - short or long, due to rising fuel
costs we would like to offer to reimburse anyone’s fuel in the future. We hope that
this will ensure that volunteers are not out of pocket and are not stopped in helping
others due to financial constraints.
As always, if you need support or just someone to talk to, please contact us and we
will always try to help in any way we can. Best Wishes.
Hooky Neighbours
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HOOK NORTON SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE
Putin’s war in Ukraine has left many people with emotions they thought and hoped
they would never feel. Brave Ukrainians are now fighting for their country, freedom
and democracy. Families are fleeing for their lives to places they’d never heard of.
Places like Hook Norton.
As I scrolled on Facebook last Sunday morning, 13 March, I saw an entry from Sarah
Pierce wondering if there was any interest in people offering shelter in their home to
Ukrainian refugees. I responded and we thought we could meet up in one of our homes
to discuss. It soon became evident that was not feasible because we had over 20
people interested. The Sun Inn kindly offered a room to hold a meeting.
Just 4 days later we had over 50 entries on our Facebook page, (Hook Norton support
for Ukraine). Sarah had also been interviewed on Radio Oxford. Our meeting at the
Sun Inn took place on Thursday, 17 March and over 30 people attended.
As a group we agreed we would like to make a community application as soon as we
have sufficient numbers to do so. We have started to list areas where support will be
needed. This can be liaising with services, GPS, dentists, benefit agencies, baby and
toddler groups, transport, the list is endless. Offering your home is a commitment.
The minimum length of stay will be 6 months, with the likelihood of it being longer.
People will be traumatised; Ukrainian people and hosts will need as much help as
possible.
Perhaps there have been individual applications. If you would like to join the
community application scheme that would be great. If there are people reading this
article who would like to express interest or offer support or accommodation, please
contact on the email address below.
Thank you to everyone who has offered help in any way. As the poster says, ‘Helping
one person might not change the whole world, but it could change the world for
one.’
Christine Taylor, christine4725@aol.com

STOUR SINGERS PRESENT DVORAK AND MOZART IN CONCERT
Stour Singers are delighted to present a concert at St. Edmund’s Church in Shipston
on Saturday, 7 May at 7.30pm, featuring Dvorak’s Mass in D and Mozart’s Solemn
Vespers – a beautiful combination of music. The choir will be joined by four
professional soloists and organist.
Dvorak composed his Mass in D in 1887 for his friend, the architect Josef Hlavka,
for the consecration of the private chapel Hlavka had built onto his palace. It is an
exquisitely melodic piece, written with organ accompaniment, and meant a lot to
Dvorak himself, as he wrote to his patron, “It could be called: faith, hope, and love
for God almighty”.
A century earlier, Mozart wrote the Vespers as his final choral work for Salzburg
Cathedral, and concertgoers will be moved by the lyrical Laudate Dominum, as part
of this concert.
Tickets are available at a cost of £12.50 (free to accompanied children) from A.
Clarke in Shipston High Street, and from choir members.
Stour Singers look forward so much to sharing their love of music, and always
welcome new members. Making music together is a real pleasure, so - if you are
tempted – do please contact me with a view to joining for the autumn season.
Yvonne Ridley, choir coordinator, 01789 269587
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
Since March we have eased our Covid-19 restrictions and it is
feeling much more ‘normal’ in school. We still must be careful to
promote good hygiene, clean everything extra-thoroughly and
monitor ventilation but we are no longer in bubbles. The impact
of this has been that we now have lunches together in the hall
and meet in the mornings for whole-school assemblies: the
sense of community this brings cannot be overstated and we are
thrilled.
We can also now hold class assemblies with parents invited to
watch. The first of this new season was a Year 1/2 class who had never performed
a class assembly before because of the pandemic. The children were wonderful and
clearly spoke their lines and shared their learning. It was so engaging and it was
good to see that, despite the difficulties, a full and fun curriculum had been enjoyed
by all.
Another great assembly was on World
Book Day (3 March). We all dressed up, (I
was Oliver Twist!), and were able to
model our costumes together in the hall –
each class proudly showing the rest of the
school their costumes to much applause
and delight. It was a very special
occasion and of course promoted the
importance of reading. Costumes ranged
from Hermione Granger to Arthur Dent
and I even had an Artful Dodger to join
me at the front!
I often explain to the children that reading
is the most important subject in school.
Without strong reading skills, all the other subjects are impossible to fully access.
Even maths with its focus on application – reasoning and real-life problems – would
be tremendously difficult if the explanations and questions could not be read. But,
of course, reading transcends pure communication and academia; it is an engaging
activity in its own right and many of our children love to become lost in a good
book.
To promote reading we have pursued the creation of some special reading areas in
the school. We have a library and numerous bookcases in the classrooms and
corridors but we have now furnished our courtyard with reading zones including
special benches with boxes of books underneath to promote reading during play
and lunch times. Some children really do need to run around or give a football a
good kick during breaks, but others love a more peaceful environment and
reflective time and we now have that, thanks to money raised by the Friends of
Hook Norton School and the hard work of our English leader.
Though the guidance nationally has changed, we do still have isolating children and
members of staff in school and we are still required to set home-learning if children
are not ill, but required to stay off. This has put a tremendous strain on all the staff
at every level as we don’t know from one day to the next who needs to be where to
ensure the school remains open. So, I’d like to end with a huge thank you to all
staff members for their gumption during this difficult time. They have been
tremendous and always put the children first.
Justin Stone, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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JS Golf
____@tadmartongolfclub____
Coaching, Retail, Custom Fitting
Great gift ideas now in stock
01608 730047
Email:
golfopsmanager@tadmartongolf.com
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SOLDIERS OF OXFORD MUSEUM
Agent Sonya , a Soviet Spy in Oxfordshire·
Online Talk available on the museum website.
A recorded version of the talk will also remain
available to view on the museum website
indefinitely.
· Ursula Beurton, Soviet ‘Agent Sonya’, lived
in North Oxford, Kidlington, Glympton and
Great Rollright during the 1940s
· Free to view on the museum’s website, with donations welcome.
Video Link: https://www.sofo.org.uk/whats-on/agentsonya/
Join Professor Anthony Glees and Patrick Marnham and discover the Oxfordshire life
of Soviet ‘Agent Sonya’. Born Ursula Kuczynski, Agent Sonya lived in many places
under many names, including nearby Oxfordshire villages of Glympton, Kidlington
and Great Rollright as Ursula Beurton.
She was described by historian and author Ben McIntyre as a ‘lover, mother,
soldier, spy’ - but Anthony and Patrick will examine the question of whether she
was also a double-agent for MI6, or only ever gathered intelligence for the Soviet
GRU, (Main Intelligence Directorate).
Embedding herself in the local community, she was living on the doorstep of MI5
HQ, which was at that time located in Blenheim Palace to avoid the risk of wartime
bombing in London.
She was twice awarded the Order of the Red Banner for her services to the Soviet
Union, her spy work having sped up the development of Soviet nuclear weapons.
On bike rides she would meet physicist and atomic spy, Klaus Fuchs, who was
working on the development of the atomic bomb, so that he could secretly disclose
details of his research.
Donations given help support the museum care for its collections as well as running
further events like these.
Other online talks available include:
Saboteurs, Assassins and Subversives! An Everyday Tale of the SOE.
The talk sees Ingram Murray and Antonia Keaney, of Blenheim Palace, where the
SOE was based during the war, lift the veil of secrecy over the wartime activities of
Special Operations Executive (SOE). Video Link: https://www.sofo.org.uk/whatson/sas-soe/
Letters from Liberation: Commemorating the Liberation of Bergen-Belsen
Concentration Camp
Online Talk and live Q&A available on the museum website from
7pm, Thursday, 14 April 2022
Video Link: https://www.sofo.org.uk/whats-on/lettersfromliberation/

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES UPDATE
The Gate Hangs High - Please note that the contact details are:
Peter Hinckley, Contact number 01608 504003.
Facebook, thegatehangshigh; Website, through Hooky Brewery.
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C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
We couldn’t keep supporting local people without
your help. Thank you!
Calling all green-fingered gardeners!
The hospice has just launched its Open Gardens scheme for 2022 and is calling for
green-fingered residents to sign up and help raise much needed funds. We already
have six Open Garden events lined up! But keep checking back for others added
throughout the year.
As part of the Open Gardens scheme, residents in local villages open up their
beautiful gardens to the public, raising money for the hospice in the process, with
whole villages often getting involved. Visitors are
asked to either buy tickets or donate in return for a
blooming marvellous day out.
To find out more about the Open Gardens scheme,
contact Sandra Price on GetInvolved@khh.org.uk or
visit our website at khh.org.uk/gardens.
New lease of life for Banbury shop
We’re excited to announce that we have signed a
new 10-year lease and will be staying right where
we are – at the heart of the Banbury community.
But that’s not all. We will also be giving our
Banbury shop some TLC with a revamp that will
make the most of all the fantastic donations we
receive, as well as improve the shopping
experience.
A run for everyone
The Blenheim Fun Run is back and taking place on
15 May. Run, jog or walk in the spectacular grounds
of the World Heritage site in Oxfordshire – and raise money for Katharine House at
the same time. The beauty of the Blenheim Fun Run (aside from the stunning
grounds) is that you can choose from the main 7km race, the 4-mile run suitable for
buggies or wheelchairs, or the 1-mile route for under 15s. There’s even an event for
dogs so your four-legged friends don’t miss out!
Out on the town!
We’re always on the lookout for more volunteers for our street collections. Each
collection slot lasts for 1.5 hours – so it’s a great introduction to volunteering.
Find out how you can get involved on the volunteering page of our website.
Find out about these challenges and more on our website.
Digital monthly newsletter – keep up to date with your hospice
Sign up to receive our Katharine House digital monthly newsletter, which is
designed to keep you in touch with all our latest news and fundraising events at the
hospice.
Find out more
Head to our website for more details, events and news: www.khh.org.uk.
Sarah Woods
Marketing & Communications Officer, Working days: Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday - 9am-5pm
Fundraising Tel: 01295 816484 | Main: 01295 811866
Email: sarah.woods@khh.org.uk
Katharine House Hospice, Aynho Road, Adderbury, OX17 3NL
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Hi Hooky. Following a recent incident and subsequent
conversations with my good friends, Betty, and Janet,
two of our more mature village residents, I felt
compelled, in this edition, to write about fraudsters.
Fraudsters operate in many ways and, as many of our
villagers don't have internet, my focus is on mail,
telephone and doorstep fraud. A "cold caller" is
someone who contacts you, uninvited, perhaps by
knocking at your door, or telephoning you. They may
offer a service or try to sell you something. Sometimes they appear to represent a
charity or organisation which, on the surface, appears legitimate.
So, how should you respond if you are not sure? If it's a telephone call, never give
out personal details, not even your name. If the caller asks for you or a member of
your household by name, respond by asking "who's calling please?" They may say a
company name. Ask them to repeat it and their name slowly and clearly, if
necessary, with spellings, so that you can write it down. Then ask, "what is it
concerning?" If they are genuine then they will already have certain details about
you that no one else would know like a utilities account number. They may seem
very friendly and chatty, and it may be the only person you have spoken with all
day, but if they seem too familiar it maybe they are trying to win your trust. Unless
you are completely sure that they are genuine, hang up! Any information you give to
fraudsters may be sold on and then you are open to being conned.
If someone cold calls at your door, speak to them through an open window. Do not
open the door and do not accept the service they are offering. These people are
clever at befriending you, earning your trust, and finding ways to look around your
property with dishonest intentions. Or perhaps wanting to charge you excessive
amounts for poor services. Obviously, if it is a representative you were expecting, it
is acceptable to take their identification and shut the door whilst you phone to verify
who they are. Never call the number on the ID card; it may be a line to their
associate. It's best to call the official number you have for the company, which
should be on their headed paper with the letter
arranging the visit. If in doubt, call a neighbour or
family member to be there with you.
A genuine letter will contain the company name and
address, phone number, email, your full name and
reference or account numbers. If in doubt, ask a friend
or family member. And many fraudsters use texts to
mobiles, asking you to call a number. Or referring to
"an accident" or a financial transaction you owe or may
be owed. Do not respond. As soon as you respond they
will know your number is "live" and may sell it on to
other fraudsters. Or worse still, try to access your
accounts. Delete it immediately. These people are very
clever and very convincing.
If you think you have been conned contact CrimeStoppers on 0800 555111.
Be aware and keep safe. See you around.
Wendy Gordon,
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator for Village Central and Recreation Areas,
07779737718
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Communities across the UK are being invited to come together for The Big Jubilee
Lunch as part of the official celebrations for HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee! A
once in a lifetime event, this unique Big Lunch is set to be a cracker. Whether it’s
sharing a cuppa with a neighbour on the doorstep or a bigger bash in the street,
join millions of people across the UK to share friendship, food and fun with The Big
Jubilee Lunch. It's the party that's right up your street, and everyone's invited, so
let's take to our streets, gardens and neighbourhoods to have fun and get to know
one another a little better. Sign up for your free pack to help you get started at
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/get-your-big-lunch-pack-0
This is a great time to meet those near you and if you would like others to join in,
we will be collating a map of these events to be posted around the village. If you
would like others to join in on your plans, please email Janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk
and we will add you to the map.
If you are interested in arranging a street closure on the day the PC would like to
try to help too. Please send the particulars of your plans to
Rosemary.Watts@hnpc.org.uk before 30 April 2022 and we will apply for the
closure on your behalf.
The Parish Council have set aside some funds to offer financial support that will
encourage and assist local groups across the Hook Norton to hold celebratory
events during the summer of 2022.
The amount of the award will be based on the scope and nature of the event and
the criteria are as follows:
�� Events must take place between 1 May and 30 September 2022
�� Events that will be funded are open, inclusive events celebrating Queen
Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee year that aim to bring people together and
strengthen community spirit.
●
They can be Stand-alone events or Special elements taking place in
association with established annual events
Costs that will be covered are those associated with events and activities such as
�� street parties
�� music, art, dance performance and entertainment
�� Equipment hire costs such as hire of tables and chairs, marquees
�� Local promotional and publicity costs
Unfortunately, we cannot provide grants for capital costs, including purchase of
equipment, food and drink, Commemorative keepsakes or fireworks.
Please also see all of the extra assistance available from the Cherwell District
Council at https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/118/communities/925/queen-splatinum-jubilee-fund.
Hook Norton Parish Council
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Diary of Jubilee Events
There are still lots of exciting plans afoot, but this is what we have in the diary so
far.
Hook Norton Brewery
The United Kingdom’s long tradition of celebrating Royal Jubilees with the lighting of
beacons will be continued to mark the Platinum Jubilee. The Parish Council together
with Hook Norton Brewery intend to co-ordinate the lighting of the Platinum Jubilee
Beacon at 9:45 on Thursday, 2 June. There will be entertainment and food at the
brewery prior to the lighting of the beacon. Details TBC.
Pear Tree Inn
�� Thursday, 2 June from about 9pm onwards Pete Watkins will be playing at
the Pear Tree Inn.
Baptist Church
�� 5 June from 2pm to 4pm the Baptist Church Jubilee Garden Party at Well
House, Queen Street.
St Peter's Church
�� There will be glorious Jubilee Flower displays in the church from Thursday,
2 June to Sunday, 5 June.
�� In celebration of the 70 years of change, the Village Museum and local
History Group will be putting on a small display in the Church from
Thursday, 2 June to Sunday, 5 June.
�� Saturday, 4 June the Font Café will be open from 10am- 12 noon with
some delicious cakes on offer.
�� Sunday, 5 June there will be a Service of Morning Worship for Jubilee
Sunday at 10am.
Hooky Singers Community Choir will sing between the service and the lunch
outside the Sun Inn.
The Big Jubilee Lunch at the Sun Inn
�� Sunday, 5 June - there will be two sittings at the Sun either at 12pm or
2pm where you can enjoy a truly scrumptious set menu themed around the
Jubilee for just £15.50 per head.
Menu to be confirmed, please book via the pub mentioning that you are
booking for the Big Sunday Lunch for the jubilee
Hooky neighbours will also be offering opportunities for some of our more
vulnerable or more isolated members of the community a chance to join The
Big Lunch - please could you email them if you know of anyone you should
be invited at hookyneighbours01@gmail.com.
Library Events
Everyone welcome, you don’t have to be a member of the library to come along and
join in.
�� From week commencing 23 May you can collect your Jubilee Quiz and/or
Paper Doll colouring competition entry packs from the library.
�� Or drop in to post your one kind or helpful promise or wish on our jubilee
bunting. All available by visiting the library between 23 May – 4 June.
�� Saturday, 4 June at 11am Jubilee Storytime and drop in Jubilee crafts
available between 10-11am and then 11.30am-12.30pm.
Hooky Neighbours
Are planning on running a scarecrow event again over the Jubilee weekend so
please look out for more information and start thinking of royal themed
scarecrows.
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL

We’ve been celebrating the joy of a
local library by taking every child in Yrs
R-4 on a trip to our closest library, in Hook
Norton.
Each group has spent a fun afternoon
browsing the shelves and enjoying
Storytime and songs with the librarian –
part of our constant campaign to inspire a
life-long love of reading. The next step for
the children: applying for their own, free
library card!
Fundraising for Ukraine. Our school
vision is rooted in the story of the Good
Shepherd, who gives his all to care for his
sheep. So, we’re always thrilled when we see
our children behaving like the Good Shepherds
of the future. Four of our Year 6 girls, pictured,
were so moved by the plight of Ukrainian
refugees that early in the crisis they held their
own bake sale, raising almost £150. Since then,
our efforts have snowballed and we've not only
raised much
more money but
created and sent
dozens of care
packages for
Ukrainian
children.
Pancake Race Our Shrove Tuesday tradition got an
extra boost last month when BBC Radio Oxford
featured us on their morning show. Two of our
children were interviewed live on air about our race,
in which the whole school competes in house teams
while flipping pancakes.
If you’d like to learn more about what we offer,
please make an appointment to visit by calling us on
01608 737202. We look forward to hearing from
you!
Michelle Hastings, Headteacher
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We welcome ladies and gents into our
salon for cutting, colouring and blow
drying. Come to us where you will be
greeted into a warm and friendly
atmosphere. We will do our very best,
so that when you leave you will be
feeling on top of the world!! (and we
get to do all the cleaning up!).

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069
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DISTRIBUTORS NEEDED
Behind the wonderful editorial and production team of the newsletter, there is a
secret army of distributors who go out in all weathers to ensure every house in the
village and surrounding areas receives its copy. Some of these wonderful people
have been doing it for over twenty years and the time has come for some to step
down.
So, if you would like to join us and help out on a regular round (or even on the odd
occasion when someone is away) please contact me on
richardjhthomson@gmail.com.
I am particularly keen to find people who are happy to do the outlying farms and
houses (by car or bicycle or even run) as the couple who currently do it have an
enormous round that needs dividing up. It is the first Saturday of every other
month and it’s a great way to meet people in and around the village.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who distributes (or has
distributed) the newsletter – without your efforts it would not be the huge success it
is. Many thanks,
Richard Thomson

HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
The new cricket season is almost upon us.
The first game at the Bourne will be on 30 April as a friendly
against Oxford Downs. The league season will start the
following week with game at the club every Saturday until
early September: the first team will be in Div. 4 and the
seconds in Div. 7 of the Cherwell league. Players have been
warming up playing at indoor nets at Sibford school and
outdoor nets will start at the club in mid-April on a Tuesday
night at 6-8pm.
If you are interested in playing either contact our chairman Matt Flower on
matthew.porthos@googlemail.com or 077488287687 or just turn up at nets.
Congratulation to one of our winter indoor teams who qualified for a regional final at
Edgbaston but, unfortunately, lost there on 20 March.
Julia Ingham

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the
following to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads collars - blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food chews - brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea
treatments - toys - cat carriers etc. PLEASE DO NOT DONATE ITEMS
CONTAINING FEATHERS e.g. pillows or bedding.. Anything you think would
make an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier. Anything not suitable will
be divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and Blue Cross Charity
shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive them.
Thank you to all those who leave anonymous donations on my doorstep, who
I cannot therefore thank in person. Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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WHO SAID AUSSIE WILDLIFE WAS ALL BIG AND SCARY?
Your extremely brave layout editor has recently
returned from the Wide Brown land and happened to
spot an example of a sulphur crested cockatoo outside
his flat in Melbourne.
Surely it’s a myth that all Australian wildlife is huge,
threatening and intimidating? Isn’t it?
John McCormick

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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WILDLIFE NOTES
As the nights get longer and the temperature, in
theory, gets warmer spring now seems to be
with us. The birds are more vocal and individual
birdsong can be picked out from the cacophony
of sounds around us.
Margaret Bloomfield seems to have seen one of
the first chiffchaffs in the village in her garden a
few days ago. Phyl Barton spotted a wren in her
garden recently.
Sadly, these are the only observations that I
have been told about in time to meet the
editorial deadline for this edition of the
newsletter.
I took advantage of
a dry afternoon to
have a quick walk
around the village
taking photos of
some of the spring
flowers that are
appearing. The bank of daffodils opposite the Pear Tree
is very photogenic as is the display of crocus and
daffodils at the top of Down End close to the dentists. It
is perhaps a little early for aubretia to appear in flower
but there are some examples, such as the one in the
photograph, to be found.
After nearly 9 years in post, I feel that it is about time I
moved on and give someone else the opportunity to
write this page for the newsletter. It has been enjoyable and I have learnt a lot
about local wildlife particularly the variety of birds that surround us at all times of
the year. If anyone is interested in taking over from me please could you contact
Deborah and John Weaver the editors.
I will continue to write the page until a successor is found but I will say now that
the December edition will be my last unless a new co-ordinator is found before
then. I seem to recall that I was the only person who applied for the role when my
predecessor announced that he was moving on so I hope that more than one
person might offer themselves up for the role!
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

CHERWELL CHORAL SOCIETY
Music for Passiontide - 9 April 2022, 7.30pm,
Deddington Church
Cherwell Choral Society will be performing a beautiful
selection of music for the Easter season.
The programme will feature Vaughan Williams: Five
Mystical Songs; César Franck: Les Sept Paroles du Christ en Croix; and Crucifixus
by Antonio Lotti.
Tickets are £15 (children under 16 free), and are available from Hamptons,
Deddington, online from www.cherwellchoral.org or call 01295 367441.
Anne Reynolds
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
Members have enjoyed two presentations so far this year.
In February Paul Embden, Entomologist, Chipping Norton gave a very interesting,
illustrated talk on ‘Moths & Butterflies’ found locally and some of his photos were
amazing.
In March David Edward entertained us on the history of the National Garden scheme
and how he and his wife got involved. We are really looking forward to visiting their
garden on 10 June for a private viewing. Meet at the Sun Inn at 6pm.
Coming up is our Spring Show, the first garden show since 2019 and the only one
this year.
This will be held at St Peter’s Church on Saturday, 23 April and anyone wanting to
take part can call Peter Arnold, 01608 730263 for a show schedule.
The church will be open from 2.30pm to the public and we hope as many residents
and friends as possible will be able to drop in to see the show entries and have the
usual cup of tea and partake in a raffle.
Our next open meeting will be on the 14 May when we shall have an illustrated talk
on Alpines around the garden.
Peter Arnold, Chair

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 Club
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
Jan £100 K McCall McCowan £25 L Wyatt
£25 K McCall Mc Cowan
Feb £100 R Ingram
£25 J Leader
£25 K Smith
Should you wish to own a number in this 100 club please contact
Jane Orchard, 01608 737634, sjorchard15@gmail.com

REQUEST TO STOP LITTERING
Mr. Prentice, at 15 The Bourne, whose back garden backs onto Bourne Lane, is
regularly finding bottles and cans thrown into his back garden and hedge and
politely asks whoever is doing this to stop.
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com

Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!
I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!
My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.
I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.
Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com
Fully insured
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Observing strict C19 social
distancing

SOLIDARITY BREW
Hook Norton Brewery has become involved in
the #DrinkersForUkraine campaign to help raise funds for the
Red Cross humanitarian relief efforts.
To show solidarity with them, Drinkers For Ukraine have asked
breweries around the world to brew the Ukrainian Anti-Imperial
Stout RESIST, developed by Ukrainian brewers.
Hook Norton Brewery are keen to support in whatever way they
can and so have brewed their version of the solidarity brew –
RESIST Anti Imperial Stout 6%, infused with Beetroot; a first for
them! After a request for help on the Hook Norton Village
Facebook page, the required amount of beetroot was delivered
cooked and ready to go into the brew – a real community effort.
The resulting brew is now ready to go and will be available at the
brewery and in selected Hook Norton pubs with money raised
going directly to the Red Cross Disasters Emergency Committee.
RESIST – Anti-Imperial Stout.
A very dark beer, with a brown head tinged with pinkness. Aromas of vanilla,
chocolate and caramel. The taste starts with a crisp bitterness from both the hops
and the roasted malts, then the earthiness from the beetroot comes through, before
being displaced by the roast malt character. A long finish, with an echo of the
beetroot present. At 6%, a beer to savour, and proceeds are going to the Red Cross
DEC Fund.
The beer is available now and will be appearing in selected Hook Norton pubs over
the coming weeks.
Mark Graham, Marketing Manager

Hook Norton Garage/Table Top Sale
Saturday 9th April 09:30 am—13:00
Do come and enjoy a morning of treasure and bargain hunting!
Café +Bakes & Cakes in the Church.
Tel: 01608 730512 e-mail: angelmrpowell@gmail.com
To book your Garage/Pitch on ‘The Map’ Charge: £10
Proceeds towards St Peter’s Church

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Our Spring Concert will be Saturday, 2 April, St Peter's Church,
7.30pm, free admission with retiring collection in aid of the Band. Do
come along & experience real live music.
We have had a busy 2022 already. Our chosen performance piece,
‘Voices of Youth Suite’ by Edward Gregson, at the Oxfordshire Brass
Band Contest on 26 February resulted in us achieving 1st in our section and also
securing the best instrumentalist award; so not a bad day's work !!!
The summer season is looking very busy - a complete contrast to the last two years
- so much practice will be the order of the day.
If you play brass & are looking for a relaxing and friendly way to escape the World's
madness do contact me.
Martin Quartermain, martin.quartermain@gmail.com, 01608 737269
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NEWS FROM THE RECTOR
Spring has come again! The colour and beauty
of all around us is returning. In our Easter
story, when Jesus was put to death, there were
dark colourless times and nights of sadness.
Three days later Jesus rose again, sadness
turned to joy and darkness was overcome by
light and hope and life. That’s the power of our
God who loves us with a love stronger than
death and a mercy greater than our sin. With
God’s forgiveness every day can be a fresh
beginning with all the colour and love of life
that can bring. Come and find out more in one
of our Holy Week and Easter Services, details
below.
With very sad and disturbing events happening
in the Ukraine we have set up a Prayer Table with prayers to assist you and contact details
of Christine Taylor, 01608 730266, who would
like to hear from you if you are planning to
host a family or wish to help the people of Ukraine in other ways.
St Peter’s Church is planning for an exciting year ahead with special events and
services planned through all the months. We have already held one Quiz and there
are more to come. Look at what is planned up to the beginning of June:
2 April, Hook Norton Brass Band Concert at 7.30pm
9 April, Garage/Tabletop Sale, 9.30am – 1pm, with cakes and refreshments in the
church.
14 April, Passover Supper and Informal Communion for Maundy Thursday at 7pm.
There is a list at the back of church for you to book in or contact Janet Collins,
01608 737081.
15 April, Good Friday Service - ‘At the Foot of the Cross’ at 2pm, with a small choir.
16 April, Easter Crafts for families, 10am – 12noon. No need to book - just turn up.
Cakes and refreshments to enjoy kindly provided by Font Café which is running
alongside.
17 April, Easter Day Service - ‘See - What a Morning!’ at 10am.
23 April, Spring Flower Show at 2.30pm.
20 May, St Peter’s Quiz at the Sports and Social Club at 7.30pm
21 May, Library Book and Plant Sale
22 May, Banbury Symphony Orchestra Concert at 3.30pm
26 May, Ascension Day service and Breakfast at 8am
And save the date for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations –
5 June, Special service in church at 10am, with Parade Groups and a choir.
Between Thursday, 2 June – Sunday, 5 June there will be flower displays and a
display from the Local History Group in the church.
Hope to see you around. Wishing you all the blessings and joys of Eastertide.
Revd Janet Faull, 737223, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk

REQUEST FOR CHESS PLAYERS
Do you play chess? Would you like someone to play against? I’m hoping to improve
my game. Give me a call or text and perhaps we could arrange a game, at home or
over a pint in the pub?
Wendy Gordon, 07779737718

45

Kinderpiano - Age 4 - 94 years!
Piano lessons in Hook Norton. Ever wanted to
play the piano? Friendly,
experienced teacher
recently moved to the area
looking for pupils. If you
or your children want to
have a go call Claire
Richnell on 07960 143677.

Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator, Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial, honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 90 references always supplied
Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 720006
Rowan court, Milton Road, Bloxham, OX15 4HD
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk
www.mullinsdecor.co.uk

County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION

Fri 1, Sat 2, and Sun 3 JULY 2022 - Hook Norton Brewery
Following two years of postponement we are back for the 24th annual Hook Norton
charity music festival. 3 days of fabulous live music along with refreshments from
the Hook Norton Beer Tent and great quality food from a range of vendors. Profits
raised go to Blood Cancer UK and the Fire Fighters Charity plus a host of local
causes. For full line up information go to www.hookymusic.co.uk.
Friday 1 July – 7pm till 11pm: Live music from 7pm. We are thrilled to
announce Friday headliner….
Since their formation in 2005, Leatherat has
become established as a touring festival band
playing self-penned folk-rock music. Too folky
for rock festivals, too rockin’ for folk festivals!
Expect the unexpected! Frontman Pete Bailey
with his infectious energy, furious fiddle playing, exquisite lead and rhythm players,
quality musicians - a polished act, deliberately and unapologetically rough around
the edges.
‘For those about to folk, we salute you!’
Saturday 2 July 1.30pm
till 11.45pm: The
amazing From the Jam
with Bruce Foxton headline
the festival on Saturday
2nd July 2022 plus full
supporting line up.
Sunday from 11am till
4pm: Sunday Acoustic
Sessions added for the first
time. Sunday entry is free
of charge, the bar will be
open and you can relax and enjoy more live music. For line up information see
website.
For tickets and more information: Tickets purchased for 2020/21 are valid for
2022.
www.hookymusic.co.uk or www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/music-at-the-crossroads-tickets83212281173 or see our Facebook page www.facebook.com/musicatthecrossroads/
SIGN UP to a stewarding session and get your ticket half price- contact
petewatkins4@aol.com
Pete Watkins, petewatkins4@aol.com
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LIBRARY NEWS
Hook Norton Library Opening Hours:
Monday
2pm-7pm, (6-7pm no staff present, the library is
operated by volunteers)
Wednesday
2pm-5pm
Friday
2pm-5pm
Saturday
9.30am – 12.30pm
What’s on at Hook Norton Library?
Rhymetime – On the First Friday of every month 2pm – 2.30pm (term time)
Stories, rhymes and socialising for the under fives; (free event, children must be
accompanied by an adult).
Knit & Natter – On the second Friday of each month. Bring your knitting or other
crafts and join us in the library for a friendly chat and a hot drink & cake; (free
event).
Sunday 10 April – Explore the Moon from the car park of Hook Norton Library.
Observation equipment will be provided. This will be an evening event for
stargazers of all ages. Please note in the event of rain or heavy cloud this
observation session will have to be postponed; (free event, more details to
follow…..).
Thank you everyone who kindly shared their ideas and time, enabling us to start
some regular events to bring people together again in the library. I’d like to thank
the volunteer hosts, Gemma Ferguson and Jelica Sabin, and special thanks to
Selina Harris, who is a natural at events management.
In the pipeline - an author event with J P Delaney.
Jubilee events - including a Quiz, Paper Doll colouring competition, Jubilee
Storytime and crafts
Harry Potter Night (June)
Volunteers wanted - I’m still looking for volunteers who can provide occasional
help for customers who would like to improve their online skills and/or learn how to
get the most out of their digital devices. Also looking for someone who could host a
coding club for 8–11 year-olds. Please let me know if you can help.
The Library Book & Plant sale is planned for Saturday, 21 May, so if you want to
recycle those books you bought over lockdown, we will gratefully receive any
donations from Monday 16 May. However, if anyone has one or two books they’d
like to donate to the library stock, we can accept books that are no older than 3
years old, in excellent as-new condition and which have a library catalogue record.
Please just bring them to the library or post them through the library letterbox.
Please note we cannot promise to add donations to the library catalogue, and we
may sell donated books which we are unable to use, so please be aware of these
conditions before you donate items. Many thanks.
Looking forward to seeing you all soon. The warmer weather is just around the
corner.
Best wishes and I am currently reading “Devotion” by Hannah Kent
Karen Seymour, Library Manager,
Hook Norton Community Library, 01608 737793,
hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
Harriers win awards
After delays due to Covid restrictions, Hook Norton Harriers were
finally able to meet up en masse for our annual social and
awards dinner at the end of February. Thanks to Anwen, we
had a thoroughly enjoyable meal at The Sun Inn, which was followed by our
awards.
Bethan Greenaway received the most prestigious award
– that of the Club Thong – for her legendary crosscountry experience. Female runner of the year was
Taryna Goode while male runner of the year was Paul
Taylor. Paul was also the worthy winner of both the Club
Handicap Trophy and the Alan Roche Trophy for Most
Improved Runner. Nell Darby was cross-country female
champion, and Martyn Foster cross-ountry male
champion. Our outgoing social media supremo, Lisa
Moulder, received the Hailey Award for Services to the
Club.
Last, but by no means least,
Suzie Field received the
Taryna Goode
Triumph over Adversity Award
in memory of Hook Norton
Harrier Bryan Walford. Suzie was seriously injured when
she was hit by a vehicle whilst attempting a Lands End
to John O’Groats bike ride. It’s great to see her not only
recover so well, but also back in training for a big event
later this year. Her determination and spirit represent
the best of the Harrier ethos. We must also thank
Graeme for putting together our annual newsletter and
organising the awards themselves!
Nell Darby secretary@hooknortonharriers.org.uk
Suzie Field

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
There are two meetings left in this season’s programme. On 5 April Mark Davies
will be talking about Oxford Castle in the 17th/18th centuries and on 3 May, following our brief AGM, Carol Anderson’s subject is the story of the Ascott Martyrs.
As usual all meetings are held in the Baptist Church Hall on Netting Street and start
at 7.30pm. Whilst restrictions have been lifted, we still feel it prudent that
attendees prebook a place by emailing Sean Callery at
offbeatcotswolds@gmail.com. The committee also suggest that masks are worn
unless medically exempt. The new season starts on 6 September by which time it
is hoped that it will not be necessary to prebook a place or to wear masks and that
our meetings for the 2022/23 season will be back to normal.
Information about the group can be obtained from the secretary, David McGill, as
below.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Wanted-Do you care about your village? Then we need you! Two vacancies exist
on the Parish Council.
As a councillor you can become a voice for your community. Councillors are
community leaders and represent the aspirations of the people they serve. They
engage directly with the most local part of the democratic system and are closest to
the public.
By standing for your Parish Council you could make a real difference to your local
neighbourhood. Interested? Please email the Parish Clerk
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk or any Councillor to ask for more information.
Parish Council Minutes - Parish Council Agendas, Minutes and reports can be
found on the Parish Council website www.hnpc.org.uk
Hook Norton Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday, 14 April 2022 at
7.30pm in the Memorial Hall. Everyone welcome. The monthly Parish Council
meeting will follow directly on from this meeting.
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations - the Parish Council has coordinated events across the celebratory weekend, 2-5 June 2022. Full details can be
found in the centre pages of this newsletter.
Picnic Tables – the Parish Council has purchased two new picnic tables for the play
area – enjoy!
Contact Us - The Parish Council is responsible for the general upkeep of the
village and making sure that the facilities you use, such as the play area,
allotments, War Memorial Hall, cemetery and church grounds are well maintained.
It also has new projects which it is working on, including the creation of wildlife
zones, tree planting and improving access to transport. Councillors are keen to
hear from you on these and similar matters to make sure they are taking your
views into account. Come along to any Parish Council meeting or email the Parish
Clerk or any Councillor directly.
Your Parish Councillors are
Your Parish Councillors
Janeen Wilson, Chair
janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation Group
Diana Porter
diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery/Allotments Group
Caroline Gregory (Co-opted)
caroline.gregory@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery/Allotments Group
Bob Mills (Co-opted)
bob.mills@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery/Allotments Group

Nathan Matthews, Vice Chair
nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk
Environment Group
David Shepherd
david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk
Environment Group
Jessica Binnie (Co-opted)
jessica.binnie@hnpc.org.uk
Memorial Hall Group

Derek Brotherston
derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk
Memorial Hall Group

Vacancy

Vacancy

Richard Noviss (Co-opted)
richard.noviss@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation/Environment Group

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
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BAPTIST BANTER
We have enjoyed having our warmer services in the church hall
over the winter, but we are now planning to return to the chapel
from 3 April until the end of June as the weather warms. We will
return to the hall again in July as the chapel closes for the start of
the renovation project.
It has been a long path to get to this stage, but as you read this, the tender documents
for the renovation work will have been issued. We have been hit by many delays in the
last few years directly or indirectly linked to the Covid-19 pandemic. This has also had an
impact on the cost of the renovation which has increased by over £50,000, leaving us
with a shortfall of £160,000! However, we are stepping out in faith with the money we
have raised so far and are trusting that ‘God will supply all our needs from his glorious
riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus.’ (Philippians 4:19).
Meanwhile, our fundraising continues, and we have a few more grants to apply for. We
will be selling some items from the chapel that are no longer needed, so if you are
interested in some Victorian or Georgian pews, wrought iron gates, or some stonework,
please get in touch otherwise they will go to auction.
All our ministries and services will be continuing as normal, such as our Still Waters Café
on Wednesday mornings from 10am, Youth Group Monday evenings from 5.30pm, Stay
and Play Toddler Group on Fridays after 9.15am.
We will be gathering for our Good Friday morning meditation in the chapel from 10am,
followed by hot cross buns, and our Easter Day Celebration Service will commence at
10.30am, with bacon baps being served from 10am until the beginning of the service.
Finally, we are running an Alpha Course for 11 weeks on Wednesday
evenings from 27 April at 7pm. The evenings start with a simple meal so
you don’t have to rush your dinner and will have presentations on different
aspects of the Christian faith, and plenty of time for you to ask those
questions you always wanted to!
If you wish to come along, or want further information, please see our
website or email alpha@hookybaptist.org.uk and let us know so we can cater
accordingly. May the Lord bless you this Easter.
@HookyPastor

www.hookybaptist.org.uk/

Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069, pastor@hookybaptist.org.uk
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
tirsriding@gmail.com
www.turpinslodge.co.uk

ONLINE BOOKING
If you would like to come riding at Turpins Lodge
�� Go onto www.turpinslodge.co.uk
�� Log onto our booking system,
�� Register your rider details,
�� We will grade you
Once graded you can book any rides suitable for your grade online.

We cater for all abilities from Tiny Tots to Cross Country jumping and
everyone in between.

HNLC BOARD MEMBER
Hook Norton Low Carbon
(HNLC) has recently welcomed
a number of new faces to its
board and is looking to build
upon its existing work,
particularly in light of the
challenges and opportunities
currently presented by the
energy price crisis. With spring
now upon us we are keen to get
our fleet of e-bikes (which have been in storage over winter) charged up and ready
for use by the community. The e-bikes used to be managed by the HNLC Car Club
but, with the continued growth of the Car Club, we are looking for someone to take
on the role of overseeing the e-bikes. If you feel that you could spare some time to
help make this fun resource available to the community in 2022 please get in touch
with us as info@hn-lc.org.uk
We would also welcome an additional Board member to take on the role of
Company Secretary of HNLC. This role ensures that the organisation is run
effectively and is compliant with our regulatory requirements. We have been
operating since 2010 and so we have established processes. This is a great
opportunity for a fresh pair of eyes to look at the way we do things now and how we
can do things better to help the community play an ever increasing role in
responding to the climate emergency.
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THANK YOU
�� I spent the two weeks running up to Christmas dressed as an Elf! I did this
partly in support of the ‘Elf Day’ that raises money in aid of the Alzheimers and
Dementia Society.
During the two weeks of being a Jolly Elf in the butchers I had a collection box
at the till and lots of people were extremely generous and donated what they
could. I've counted up and this year’s grand total is £300.
I'm extremely happy and overjoyed with this and the money raised will help so
many.
The Jolly Elf shall be back again at Christmas 2022. Thank you. XXX.
Hannah Crawley
�� As a family we would like to say a heartfelt thank you to James Clarke and
Pete Hibberd following Nick’s nasty fall at home on garden steps. Pete was
working here and went off to find help and contacted James, (who was off duty
at the time).
James provided great comfort, support and warmth until the Ambulance
Service arrived. Having fractured his hip and the neck of his thigh bone, and
having had a total hip replacement, Nick is now recovering slowly but surely.
With grateful thanks again.
The Dunn and Petre family

QUIZ NIGHT
After a couple of years of quizzing via Zoom, I’m going to be presenting a Quiz Night
at the Sports and Social Club on Friday, 20 May in aid of St Peter’s church.
It’ll be an entertaining quiz and, hopefully, an enjoyable evening. Teams of up to
4 people are invited to come along for 7.30pm in order that we can start the
questions at 8.00pm.
The price per team is £15 but if your team has less than 4 people, it’s £4 per person.
Given the capacity of the club, the maximum number of teams is 15 and you can
reserve a place for your team in advance by texting 07921 473314, (confirmed teams
only please).
Prizes are up for grabs and, as became customary during the Zoom quizzes, will be
for the winning team and 2 randomly selected positions. There will be a raffle during
the evening, so please come along prepared to buy a few tickets! I look forward to
seeing you there.
Kevin Hope

AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE
Our new Spring edition is now out.
To access it please click: Age UK Oxfordshire EngAGE
To get in touch about anything you read, or to request free
printed copies, please email media@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk to
contact the editor. Best wishes.
Age UK Oxfordshire
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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SHIRE HORSE SUCCESS AT NATIONAL SHOW
Hook Norton Brewery returned triumphant from the National Shire Show, the
world’s largest gathering of Shire horses held at Newark Showground over the
weekend of 19 and 20 March 2022.
Competing for the first time in
their 173 year history, the
Brewery entered Brigadier, their
3 year old gelding who
competed in the 3 year old
gelding class, bringing home a
respectable 3rd place, before
parading in the Newcomer class
and securing 1st place and
being presented with the
Barbara Meddings Memorial
Perpetual Trophy.

In between classes, Brigadier was admired
by HRH Countess of Wessex, President of
The Shire Horse Society, who took the time
to reward him with his favourite pint of
Hooky.
Situated just off the A1 in the East Midlands,
Newark Showground was the ideal venue
attracting around 250 pedigree Shire horses
from across Europe, which were shown inhand, ridden, or driven. The show offered
visitors the opportunity to see these majestic
horses and learn about the important role
they play in Britain’s history.
The Shire horse breed is on the ‘at risk’
register compiled by the Rare Breeds Survival Trust, with fewer than 300 pedigree
Shire horse foals born in the UK every year. The annual show is the flagship event
for the Shire Horse Society, the charity that works to protect and promote the
breed.
Hook Norton Brewery has recently achieved the status of ‘Shire Horse Society
Approved Centre’ status, meeting a rigorous set of criteria ensuring their stables
confirm to the highest of standards and the knowledgeable team on site are
working in unison with the Society to support and raise awareness of these
magnificent animals.
Nicholas Carter, Head Coachman commented ‘It’s been a fantastic start to the show
season for us, putting Hooky well and truly on the map. Brigadier behaved
impeccably and has enjoyed a few days off in the field before being back in his
stable once again to meet and greet our visitors. We look forward to working with
the Society even more throughout the year and continuing to raise the profile of
these fantastic animals.’
To keep up with the Brewery’s two resident Shire horses and Clydesdale, head to
their Facebook ‘Hooky Brewery Heavy Horses.’ @hnbheavyhorse.
Mark Graham, Marketing Manager
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LET’S TALK HEART HEALTH
Our heart - the organ
that powers our entire
body. What could be
more important?
We have all been
through so much over
the last couple of years,
thinking about heart and
heart health may not have been top of our priority list. We would like to change
that, and the good news is, it doesn’t have to be hard to make simple small
changes that can have a big impact.
To spread this message about looking after our heart we have joined up with
partners to bring Talk Heart Health to ten areas of Oxfordshire.
At the events, people will be able to have their blood pressure checked, as
high blood pressure can be an indicator of potential heart problems.
People will be able to take part in a functional fitness MOT, seeing how strong they
are compared to others of a similar age, using a “strengthometer”, seeing how
flexible they are using a simple test, as well as of course a simple test of
cardiovascular fitness.
We will have professional cardiac home exercise DVD packs to hand out.
Our aim is that after having had a chat with us, people will be equipped with the
knowledge and three simple changes that they can immediately implement to
improve their heart health and overall health. This might be something as simple as
committing to going for a short 10 minute walk first thing in the morning, doing
just 5 minutes of exercise, or eating at least 3 pieces of fruit per day or simply an
awareness of how much physical activity we should be doing each week. To help
people remember what their “pledges” to themselves were, we have had goodies
made to give away that we hope will serve as a motivator to stick with the small
changes.

Banbury marketplace, Banbury Thursday 28th April 9.00am – 1.00pm
To let us know you would like to come along to an event please call 01235
849 403

SHIPSTON HOME NURSING UPCOMING EVENTS
Online Art Exhibition - ‘On Reflection’
20-30 April 2022, plus viewings by appointment at a private venue near Shipstonon-Stour.
For more information, please go to: www.shipstonhomenursing.co.uk/event/artauction-on-reflection-2/2022-04-20/.
Tabletop Plant Sale - 30 April – 2 May
This popular event returns on the bank holiday weekend. Stall holders in Shipstonon-Stour and neighbouring villages, including, Kineton and Wellesbourne, will be
selling plants and produce to raise vital funds for Shipston Home Nursing. For a full
list of participating villages, please go
to: www.shipstonhomenursing.co.uk/event/plant-sale-2021/2022-05-01/.
10k Walk/Run – Walton Hall, Wellesbourne
To enter, or for more information, please
visit: www.shipstonhomenursing.co.uk/event/10k-run-walk-2022-at-walton-hall/.
Debbie Foster, Fundraising Co-ordinator
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