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FROM THE EDITORS
Things are really getting going again
now that Covid-19 restrictions have
been lifted. While we all need to still
be careful, it’s lovely to see and be
part of; from choir starting again, the
new women’s group, Lunar and other
Societies, Church events and the
neighbourhood party on the green at
the bottom of Bell Hill. A personal
thank you to our wonderful
neighbours who organised it and
which gave us and others a chance to
meet people we’d never met before
as well as those we haven’t had much
contact with lately!
And there’s the thing. So many
people who moved to the village
before or during lockdown haven’t
had the chance to meet with
neighbours or others in Hooky at all
yet and some, having somewhere to
live here, couldn’t move in and are
only now arriving.
We have always felt that, to thrive, a
community regularly needs new
people who can be welcomed and
who will, hopefully, be willing to bring
themselves, their time, experience and new ideas with them. Even if, like us, you’ve
lived here for years this beginning again is an opportunity for a fresh start in
engaging with village life and the community, although having got out of the habit of
going out, it can take an effort to do it!
We see that the Parish Council has launched the Hook Norton Community Awards,
see page 5.  So many people have done so much for others during lockdown that
there are many unsung community heroes and there should be some difficult
choices to be made. However, let’s not forget that every small act of kindness
matters, however unlauded, and has an impact at a very personal level, whether
giver or receiver. A ‘hello’ and a smile as you pass or a conversation over coffee can
make a difference to someone’s day. If only each of us could take time to do little
acts of kindness, rather than relying on someone else to do it, what a difference it
could make.
As summer draws to a close we’ve had a relatively good one, surrounded by
wonderful countryside that includes the beautiful mixed fields of phacelia and
poppies up on the Rollright road now, almost completely, fronted by a beautiful new
dry stone wall. People were queuing up to take photos, such as the one on the front
page!
Closer to home, things have also grown well in the alternating wet and warmth and
thank you to George Stowe for our back cover photo of his nieces Mia, on the left,
and Maisie next to his eight foot sunflower! Let’s hope autumn is as fruitful.

Deborah and John Weaver 737791, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers

MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton

Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.

Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
COMMUNITY AWARDS 2021

Hook Norton Parish Council is pleased to announce the launch of HNPC Community
Awards 2021.
Awards are given for an outstanding contribution, performance or commitment to
Hook Norton. All awards are to recognise those individuals and groups that have
made and are making a positive contribution to Hook Norton life and who show
leadership, initiative or commitment to the local community.
Categories are as follows:

�� Young Person of the Year in Hook Norton Awards
�� Volunteer Team of the Year in Hook Norton Award
�� Hook Norton – Achievement Award
�� Business in the Community Award
�� Environmental Award

Anyone can nominate an individual, group or business for a Community Award.
Nomination forms and criteria information is available from the Parish Clerk
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk The last date to submit a nomination is 15 November.
The competition will be judged by a panel and the awards will be presented by the
Parish Council at an awards ceremony on Saturday 27 November at the Memorial
Hall (pending regulations). Winners will receive a certificate and £75 towards their
chosen Hook Norton group or charity. More information nearer the time.
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING
The pigs are looking good and are thriving in the paddock on Burycroft Road.
After the members have had their allocation of pork there should be meat from two
pigs available for sale to the public.
I have a list of those who bought meat from us in the past and will be writing to
them nearer the time which is anticipated to be in November. If you have not
bought pork from the smallholding before and are thinking of doing so this time
around please email me to express your interest. All meat is, of course, subject to
availability.

David McGill, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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QUIZ
The first letter of each of the answers spells out a seasonal song – and once you’ve
worked out the title, you need to name the singer who took it to #5 in the UK
charts in 1978.  Turn to Page 9 for the answers.

Name the singer of the song discovered from the answers?  …………………………………..
Kevin Hope

Name the Abba song, when something was in the air 
that night!

…………………………………………

What was the first musical written by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein?

…………………………………………

Name Duran Duran’s 1982 South American hit single. …………………………………………

If it wasn’t Barry’s first or last, what was it? …………………………………………

According to Mark Wynter in 1962, who was wearing 
blue jeans?

…………………………………………

With what is the Light Orchestra powered? …………………………………………

Who sang ‘Streets of London’ in 1974? …………………………………………

Which singer chased pavements and set fire to the 
rain?

…………………………………………

In 2008, under what was Rihanna sheltering? …………………………………………

Which band rode a white swan to #2 in the UK charts 
in 1970?

…………………………………………

Which new wave band’s name literally means ‘extreme 
vocals’?

…………………………………………

Name the lead singer of the group which is ‘basically 
scarlet’?

…………………………………………

Who joins Joe and Kevin to form the Jonas Brothers? …………………………………………

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - 14 NOVEMBER 2021
Benefice of Hook Norton with Great Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton.
This years’ Service of Remembrance will be held on Sunday, 14 November at St Peter’s
Church, Hook Norton. The procession will depart from The Green at 10.30am with the
service in the Church commencing at 10.45am. There will be a rehearsal at St Peter’s
on Friday 12 November at 6.00pm. Any new groups wishing to take part in the Flag
or Wreath Presentations should contact me. For any other information, contact The
Rev Janet Faull, 01608 737223.

Barry Lennon, 01608 730567
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2ND LIEUTENANT NORMAN FREDERIC SPATCHER M.C.

Norman in the QOOH         Military Cross & 2 Bars     Shop in High St Hook Norton
Established during the First World War, the Military Cross (M.C.) is granted in
recognition of "an act or acts of exemplary gallantry during active operations against
the enemy on land". To be awarded this medal once was special, three times was
extraordinary. But this is precisely the gallantry demonstrated by 2nd Lieutenant (Lt)
Spatcher as detailed below.
Norman Frederic Spatcher was born in Hook Norton, son of John and Mary who kept
a grocers shop in the high street as shown above. He was baptised at St Peter’s on
25 February 1892, attended the village school and later was a member of the Hook
Norton miniature rifle club, the football team and Fire Brigade. Alongside his job as a
clerk at the local timber yard Norman enlisted with the Queen's Own Oxfordshire
Hussars (QOOH), a part-time regiment, on 4 February 1910 becoming 1583 Private
Spatcher.
With the coming of the First World War, the QOOH was one of the first units of
territorial soldiers to be sent to join the British Expeditionary Force on the Western
Front on 20 September 1914. Then Norman's regimental number changed to 285039.
On 18 February 1916 he was promoted to Lance Corporal.
On 17 March 1917 he was wounded resulting in a dislocation of the elbow but re-
joined the Battalion on 29 April. On 9 May Norman left the QOOH and transferred to
the 4th Officer Cadet Battalion, Oxford on 5 July. On 17 November 1917 he accepted
a commission as a 2nd Lieutenant and joined the 7th Battalion (Bn) Nottinghamshire
and Derbyshire Regiment on the Western Front.
Military Cross (No1), published 16 September 1918: "2nd Lt. Norman Frederic
Spatcher, Notts & Derby. R. For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. When his
company had been heavily shelled for some hours and had suffered severe casualties
and he was the only officer left, by his own example of coolness and courage he
maintained the steadiness of the men, and when ordered to counterattack he
personally reconnoitred the ground under heavy shell fire and led on the company
that he was now commanding. He showed very fine qualities of leadership, and saved
the situation at a critical period by his fine example of gallantry."
Military Cross No2, (1st Bar to MC), published 2 December 1918. "2nd Lt.
Norman Frederic Spatcher, M.C., 7th Bn., Notts. & Derby R., T.F., attached to 1st Bn.
For conspicuous gallantry and determination while leading his platoon. He bombed up
communication trenches and drove out the enemy. When two platoons of another
company were left without officers, he led them forward in bombing attacks and
established his position. After the enemy counter-attacked he displayed extraordinary
energy, fighting at various times with bombs, rifle, bayonet and revolver. He was the
victor in several hand-to-hand encounters, and by his example raised the courage of
his men to a pitch of the utmost enthusiasm."
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2ND LIEUTENANT NORMAN FREDERIC SPATCHER M.C. (contd)
Military Cross No3, (2nd bar to MC), published 11 January 1919; "2nd Lt.
Norman Frederic Spatcher, M.C., 7th Bn., N. and Derby. R., T.F., attached to 1st
Bn. He commanded a platoon in a raid on a village held by the enemy, leading his
men with conspicuous gallantry and determination. His fine example greatly
contributed to the success of the enterprise."
Discharged on 3 April 1919, Norman attended an investiture at Buckingham Palace
on 31 May where he was presented with the Military Cross and two Bars by King
George V.
He was also awarded the 1914 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal. Returning
home by train on the following Monday evening Norman was given a surprise
reception at the station by a group of villagers plus the brass band which escorted
him to his home.
Settling back into civilian life Norman was appointed Manager and Secretary of The
Banbury Motor Haulage Co, a new company formed by John W Harris (Managing
Director).

James Tobin (With thanks to Richards Stevens and Scott Addington)

ANSWERS TO QUIZ
Fernando, Oklahoma!, Rio, Everything, Venus, Electric(ity), Ralph McTell,
Adele, Umbrella, T-Rex, Ultravox, Mick Hucknell, Nick
Forever Autumn by Justin Hayward

Kevin Hope
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING IN HOOK NORTON?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced/friendly local staff offering straight forward & honest advice.
�� Marketing HQ in Chipping Norton with window display in the Hook

Norton shop.
�� Online with rightmove.co.uk, onthemarket.com & kingandwoolley.com.
�� London Park Lane office with The Guild of Professional Estate Agents.
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional surveying & Financial Services contacts.
�� Tailored marketing services & competitive fee structures.

Whatever your property requirements in the village or surrounding area,
contact David Hawley on 01608 642111 or
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ZOOM QUIZZES – BACK ONLINE
After the success of the online quizzes during times of lockdown, with between 40
and 70 teams taking part, it seems a reasonable idea to resurrect them over the
darker autumn/winter months with a series of 3 Zoom quizzes (in November,
January and March).  So, the first one is scheduled for Friday, 12 November, which
we are calling Zoom 4.0! If you are interested in getting a team together, please
make a note of the date and drop me an email as below so I can add you to our
mailing list. If you hadn’t had an opportunity to join one of our previous quizzes, the
format is 8 rounds of 10 questions, all read out verbally, but with supporting visual
images and text and it normally lasts between 2 and 2½ hours. Each quiz has a
theme, but generally speaking some of the topics are those you might expect, for
example loosely based on geography, history, arts & literature; however there will
be quirkier rounds, such as ‘put your finger on it’ and rounds with ‘Millionaire’ style
choices. There will also be an innovative take on a music round – 2 sets of
questions attempting to accommodate most people’s taste and music knowledge
and then the team chooses which score to submit at the end of the round. The price
to enrol is £6 per household – but households can join together and form a larger
team if that works for you. There are prizes up for grabs as well! All proceeds go to
St Peter’s. So, get your brains in gear and good luck!  Kevin Hope (along with Jane
Orchard, Angel Powell and Emma Callery).

Kevin Hope, kevin.hope57@outlook.com

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Over the years new housing estates such as Ironstone Hollow, Beanacre and Old
School End have been built in the village. These names reflect what was on the site
before development.
However, since 2013 three more housing estates have been built, The Grange,
Bourne View and Scholars’ Gate. The names for the roads within the estates have
been chosen by Cherwell District Council with input from our own village parish
council and the developer.
The Grange was built on the site of the village railway station. One of the roads is
called The Sidings, which reflects the use of that area when the railway was in
existence. The other road, The Grange, was named after a class of locomotives
used on the Great Western Railway. Indeed, AC Lloyd, the developer went further
and named the house types after the engines which ran on the line.
Bourne Lane was the next development to be built. There are two roads on the site,
Goldings Road and Cascade Road. Both of these are types of hops used by Hook
Norton Brewery.
The latest development, Scholars’ Gate, adjacent to the village school, has four
roads. They are Beavington Road, Heritage Close, Pinfold Close and Simmons Way.
As the centenary of the end of the Great War was approaching in November 2018, a
proposal was put before Cherwell District Council in July 2017 by one of its
councillors. The proposal was that the names of the roads of new developments
under construction at that time use the names of some of the fallen from the area
as a tribute to them. Hook Norton Parish Council submitted a list of names and from
that the names we have today were chosen. Perhaps it is poignant to note that
Heritage Close was named after Ernest Heritage who was the youngest and the first
with a village connection to die. Ernest was only 17 when he was killed on 2
December 1914.

David McGill
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDER SCHEME
By the time you get to read this, we will, I hope,
have launched our 2021 /2022 programme of
CPR/AED public courses and proposed dates and
locations.
As mentioned in our recent Facebook post,
Bystander CPR/AED capability is a critical link in the
“Chain of Survival”.  Early CPR/AED intervention in cardiac arrest

patients increases their chance of survival hugely.
So for those of our community and other visitors from surrounding villages or
elsewhere, a big thank you for supporting this.
The good news is that if you missed this opportunity to get involved, in what has
become a global annual event, the Hook Norton Community First Responder
(CFR) team will continue with a rolling programme of events in the village.  We
have asked the Hook Norton Sports and Social Club if they can accommodate us on
a regular basis and they are looking into that.  Numbers will be limited to 15 people
in order that social distancing is maintained. We will ask you to wear a mask unless
exempt for health reasons, Covid-19 is still a very real threat and as you would
expect, your safety and the safety of everyone in the village and elsewhere is our
priority.
I have listed below the proposed dates and venues and we will publish further
information on our Facebook page “Hook Norton First Responder Scheme”
Team Members Wanted
I should also mention we are looking for more people to join our team.  We would
be pleased to have a chat with you at these events and give you basic details and
how to apply.  Equally, if you would like to learn more, feel free to e-mail me as
below.
Local Activity
Just a brief update on our activity as a team, we have attended 24 patients in Hook
Norton and surrounding villages including, Milcombe, South Newington, The
Sibfords, Chipping Norton, Deddington, Enstone Bloxham and Adderbury.
Our South Central Ambulance charity, (https://scas.charity), has just provided us
with a Mangar Lifting Cushion to aid patients who have fallen but are uninjured. This
will without doubt save such casualties having to wait for assistance, given the
extreme pressure on the ambulance service. That pressure will only increase as we
move into winter.
Proposed Dates for CPR/AED Public Awareness Events. The first venue and launch is
appropriately on World Restart a Heart Day at Hook Norton Brewery on 16th
October. As mentioned above, in future we are hoping to secure the Sports and
Social Club as the regular venue, obviously other event bookings permitting.

The dates below and future dates are at this stage provisional
and will be confirmed during October and advertised on
Facebook, and hopefully retail outlets (with their  kind
permission) and also the various public notice boards.
Tuesday 16th November 6.30pm to 8.30pm
Thursday 10th December 6.30pm to 8.30pm

  Tuesday 11th January 6.30pm to 8.30pm
  Tuesday 8th February 6.30pm to 8.30pm
  Tuesday 8th March 6.30pm to 8.30pm

Christopher Fry, christopher.fry@sca-charity.org.uk
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
The 2021 season was not quite back to normal: bring
your own teas, changing outside for much of season
and sanitising hands every six overs but we did have a
full eighteen match season for both 1sts and 2nds in
the newly joined and expanded Cherwell League. The
first team came second in their competitive league 5:
it seemed every team could on any given Saturday
beat any other. The 2nds came sixth in division 7; a
couple of well fought victories inspired by captain Ash
Clark in the  last few weeks avoiding any risk of
relegation.
There has also been a midweek XI and more friendly Sunday fixtures. The under
19s both in the conclusion of the carried over tournament from 2020 and this years
have done very well: they are through to the 2021 finals day which will take place
late in September.
We anticipate that the two teams will compete in the same leagues next year,
(they are deliberately regionalised to minimise travelling), when hopefully cricket
will revert to a more normal state.
There will be an AGM later this year: we would hope to have some pre-season
winter nets in February /March 2022 with outdoor nets at the club on the Bourne
starting in April. If you fancy playing umpiring or scoring you will be very welcome.

Julia Ingham, Secretary

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days Times Costs

Breakfast Club Monday–Friday 7.30-9.30am £1.00 per 
15 minutes

Morning Playgroup Monday–Friday 9am–12 noon £20.00

Lunch Club Monday–Friday 12 noon–12.30pm £3.00
Afternoon Playgroup Monday–Friday 12.30–3.30pm £20.00

After School Club Monday–Friday 3.15–6pm £5.00 per 
hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726

The Old School, 
off Osney Close, 
Queen Street, 
Hook Norton. 
OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
Email: hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Matches
The summer matches are nearly finished for our 3
teams competing in the Banbury League.  At the
moment our A team is 6th in Division 1, B team is 4th

in Division 2 and the C team is 7th in Division 3.
Coaches
We now have 3 coaches:
Marc Gilkes. Junior coaching sessions. Here are the
days/times for the Summer Coaching Programme which will take place from
Monday 4 October to Saturday 23 October:
Tuesdays,  3.30pm-4.00pm -  Blue 1 (4-6 year olds)
Tuesdays,  4.00pm-5.00pm -  Red 1 (6-8 year olds)
Tuesdays,  5.00pm-6.00pm -  Orange 1/Green 1 (8-10 year olds)
Thursdays,  4.30pm-5.30pm -  Orange 2/Green 2 (8-10 year olds)
Fridays,  6.00pm-7.00pm -  Yellow 1/Yellow 2 (11-14 year olds)
Saturdays,  9.00am-9.30am -  Blue 2 (4-6 year olds)
Saturdays,  9.30am-10.30am -  Red 2 (6-8 year olds)
Saturdays,  10.30am-11.30am -  Orange 3/Green 3 (8-10 year olds)
Saturdays,  11.30am-12.30pm -  Yellow 3 (11-14 year olds)
Saturdays,  12.30pm-1.30pm -  Yellow 4 (15-18 year olds)
For more information, contact Marc Gilkes, as below.
Faith Heron. Junior girls session on a Monday from 5.30pm-6.30pm.
Ladies Wednesday at 10am and Friday at 9am. Potentially Wednesday at 10am for
Cardio Tennis. Faith has demo rackets, offers a stringing service and can advise on
best rackets and strings for players.
For more information contact Faith Heron as below.
Steve Bone. Adult coaching. Group and private coaching on Sunday afternoons:
3, 10 and 17 October; 7, 14 and 28 November; 5 December.
Club sessions and court bookings Courts can be booked via our website.
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HookNortonTennisClub
Club sessions are also listed there, also Covid-19 guidelines and other useful
information.  Use WhatsApp to book on to club sessions.
We have a number of new members enjoying their tennis, and who say what a
friendly tennis club this is.

Elaine Priestley

For coaching contact
Marc Gilkes, 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 / baselinecoaching@outlook.com or
Faith Heron, 07771 904 905 / faith.heron@gmail.com or
Steve Bone, 078 50 036 656 / sjbone96@gmail.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Kate Hopkins, 
07828 011802 / khs.shoes@gmail.com

Or see: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk
or www.hooknortontennis.com
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HOOK NORTON ART GROUP ANNUAL EXHIBITION
The Baptist Hall
Saturday 6 November
11am until 4pm
Originally scheduled for summer 2020 this is
your chance to come and see the wonderful
work created by the members of Hook Norton
Art Group during lockdown and beyond.
This show features original paintings and
drawings of a variety of subjects including
still life, landscapes, seascapes and our
beloved brewery.
Refreshments available.

Rachel Cronin

CALLING HOOK NORTON MODEL MAKERS
Hi, I’m Mark, and off and on for well over 50 years now I have made models.
From R/C scale Aircraft through O gauge and EM Trains and always lots of plastic
kits, mainly Aircraft but also AFV’s, figures, buildings, war gaming figures, scratch
building, kits conversions etc., etc.
Over that time I’ve belonged to a number of clubs but there is very little around
here and it would be nice to find out if there are other modellers locally.
Maybe we could meet up to compare/share skills and techniques and visit the odd
show or exhibition; (yes they are slowly coming back now).
If anyone is interested please drop me a line and if there are a few of us we could
arrange to meet.
Even if just a couple of people get more from their hobby as a result it’ll be
worthwhile.
Thanks and enjoy your model making!  Mark Tullett, mktullett@gmail.com

LIBRARY NEWS
Hook Norton Library Opening Hours have now returned to full pre-Covid
opening hours.
Monday - 2-7pm, Wednesday - 2-5pm, Friday - 2-5pm, Saturday - 09:30 –
12:30pm
Hook Norton library is recovering well following the lockdowns. Since we reopened on
May 24th, 52 people have joined the library, visitor numbers are increasing and every
week we are delighted to see customers returning again to their library.  Over the
summer, the children of Hook Norton and surrounding villages have been busy taking
part in the Summer Reading Challenge. With many children reading at least 6 books,
collecting stickers and prizes along the way. Well done to everyone who took part. I can’t
wait to join them all for a special ‘Well Done’ assembly at Hook Norton Primary, to give
out their gold reading medals and certificates.  NHS Test & Trace Rapid Covid 19 Lateral
Flow self-test packs are now available FREE from Hook Norton library. Anyone who needs
a pack, just drop by the library.    Best wishes, Karen

Karen Seymour, Library Manager, Hook Norton Community Library
Tel: 01608 737793, Email: hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
I am currently reading “Klara and the Sun” by Kazuo Ishiguro
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037
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HOOK NORTON GIRLGUIDING
We are delighted to let you know that the Girlguiding
units will all be starting up again after Covid-19 in
the next couple of months.  Leading up to Christmas
is always an exciting time for the young people and
so the leaders are in the process of planning
meetings for the girls.
If you have any daughters who are interested in
getting involved in Girlguiding, please complete the online link, or email me if you
have any questions:
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
RAINBOWS - Age 5-7
BROWNIES - Age 7-10
GUIDES - Age 10-14
RANGERS - Age 14-18
We hope that in the next newsletter, we will be able to let you know what the units
have been doing.
Many thanks to the volunteers who contacted me to help with the units.  If you
would like to volunteer, we can always find a place for you to help, even if you
would rather not commit to coming to the weekly meetings - behind the scenes
planning, preparing resources, or admin/finance is always a useful skill to have.
Yours in Guiding

Julie Wood, Swere Valley District Commissioner,
swerevalleydc@gmail.com

CRAFT FAIR AND GRAND DRAW
Saturday 6 November in St Peter’s Church

Please see the full advert for the Craft Fair on page 59 in
this Newsletter.
There are lots of new superb craftspeople, plus many of
those who were sadly missed last year when we had to
cancel during lockdown, but please remember that a
huge part of the total monies raised at this popular event
arises from the amazing Grand Draw. Pre event sales of
tickets are now ongoing and are available from Becky
Cooke (07855 791108) or Jan Hughes (01608 737900).
Becky has secured a fantastic £150 first prize, (grateful
thanks to Nigel Matthews of Banbury Plant Hire), and
there will be a huge amount of other wonderful prizes
including Christmas hampers, each valued at
approximately £100, plus many, many other  lovely
prizes. At the last event there were 80 prizes and we
hope to have a similar amount this year; well worth
purchasing a ticket or two!
Lastly, thank you to so many of you in the community
who have told us how much you enjoy  Craft Fair day
and have offered to help in many ways; we are so
encouraged by this – thank you and bless you.

Jan Hughes



22

We at Salon2 are adhering to
Government guidelines to keep
both you and ourselves as safe
as possible, we constantly have

updates from the National
Hairdressers and Beauty

Federation. This does mean
everything takes a bit longer.

Thank you to everyone who have
been so positive with the way we

are doing things.

Great hair
without the

frizz

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB

Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner

Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

www.hancocks-legal.co.uk
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NEWS FROM THE RECTOR OF ST PETER’S
What a busy autumn!
We report the great success of the wonderful
September village event – ‘Open Gardens’ and
express our gratitude to Rita and John Wheatley, to
all those who opened gardens for viewing, to the
school and church volunteers for providing
refreshments, and to all who supported the event by
attending. We walked and talked all weekend! It was
so lovely to meet everyone out and about. We thank
you all on behalf of the charities supported – Hooky
School, St Peter’s Church and The Katharine House
Hospice.
Quizzers will be pleased to know that the Quiz team
are planning further events.
The church is always open in daylight hours. Do pop
in for a moment of rest and peace…and we are fully
running our pattern of services across the benefice;
presently there is no need to book in. St Peter’s
church loves to welcome new and established friends.
Everyone is welcome.
We have some very exciting news to share – Janet Collins, one of our lay-ministers,
has been recognised by the diocese for her faithful and loving ministry - caring for
many in the community, leading worship and much more. In October, Janet is to be
admitted as a member of the St Birinus Company, an honour given to volunteers
who are dedicated in serving their community. Congratulations Janet! It is very well
deserved.
Special Services and Events in October and November
16 October Hooky Brass Band 7.30pm
31 October All Souls Service - [time tbc] A service of remembrance to remember
those who we love who we see no longer. There will be prayers, music and candles,
and the offer to have read the names of those departed who are forever special to
us.
6 November Craft Fair 10pm – 5pm. Vibrant as ever and lots of opportunities to
buy presents.
11 November Short service for Armistice Day beginning at 10.45am
14 November Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service. Details to be published
28 November Advent Sunday Service at 10am.
Advance Notice
5 December Christingle Service – [time tbc]
11 December Hooky Brass Band Christmas Concert 7.30pm
19 December Carol Service – [time tbc]
Please don’t hesitate to ring or email, or call for a cuppa.

Revd Janet Faull, Rector, 01608 737223, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 Club
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
July  £100 K McCall McCowan   £25 J Milne   £25 C Hopkins
August  £100 R Ingram      £25 M Powell  £25 J Collins
Should you wish to own a number in this 100 club please contact

Jane Orchard sjorchard15@gmail.com
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Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

Open for Business!
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Social Evening at the Library
The great news is that from 6 September, Hook Norton Library will be fully
open again, and we feel it is time to celebrate. We would therefore like to
extend an open invitation to a social evening at the Library on 11 October
from 7 – 9pm for drinks and nibbles. Everyone is welcome, whether or not
you are a member of the Friends of the Library, a Library user or just an interested
villager.  If you haven't been inside the library for a while, we are sure you will be
impressed by the improvements made over the last year or so.
Looking to the future, we are optimistically confident that we will be able to hold our
annual Book and Plant Sale in the spring of 2022.
We would like to thank all our members and the Parish Council for their continued
financial support of the Library.  If you would like to learn more about FOHNCL,
please contact Sue Ditchfield (737604) or Jane Orchard (737634). Membership
costs only £10 pp per annum, or £15 per family.

Sue Ditchfield (Secretary of FOHNLC)

SHIPSTON HOME NURSING
October Fundraising
�� A new date for the Golf Day at Feldon Valley, 8 October.
�� Walton Hall 10k Run, 10 October. (due to unforeseen circumstances postponed

until May 2022)
�� The Pop up Shop at the Townsend Hall 15 October, one day only
For more information on all our events please visit our website at
www.shipstonhomenursing.co.uk/events Rebecca Mawle
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WILDLIFE NOTES
At the time of writing we seem to be enjoying an Indian summer as for early
September it has been very warm of late. After a miserable August it is more than
welcome. In our house we have found butterflies and the occasional wasp which
have, of course, been released through open windows.
“Our” hedgehog continues to make early morning appearances as he or indeed she
triggers my wildlife camera whenever I put it in the garden. We have been supplying
hedgehog food in a small dish as well as water. Other villagers have seen hedgehogs
in their gardens including youngsters. Indeed one was seen scurrying across Down
End towards Wellbank around 9.30pm one evening. By all accounts it was moving
quite fast.
This summer has seen a variety of moths in
gardens. Thanks to Alan White for the photo of

the Box Tree moth.
Terry Swainbank is a
regular wildlife observer.
He puts out moth traps
in his garden from time
to time. Recently he
caught this Peach
Blossom moth which he
had only seen once
before. The other image Terry sent is a Clifden Nonpareil
which is a very large moth. It was the first he had seen,
they are believed to be quite rare but in fact they may be
more common than first thought.
An unusual reptile
tale came from
Christine and
Michael Edgar. They
spotted a large
grass snake in their
garden with a toad
in its mouth.

Somehow the toad was still alive and they
were able to free it from the snake’s
clutches and it managed to escape to the
bottom of the garden. Not long after the
snake was seen heading in the same
direction looking for its meal!
I have mentioned otters in the past. The
Rop Stream flows through the bottom of Ben Hill’s garden. Whilst he didn’t see an
otter, he did see evidence that one had been there in the form of poo or spraint!
Finally, I was taken to task following the notes in the August newsletter. In it I
described a roe deer hind being seen close to a garden in The Grange. I should, of
course, have said “doe” rather than “hind” with her “kid” rather than “fawn”. At least
I have one reader of the Wildlife Notes!
As usual please send me details of your wildlife sightings or anything else that might
be of interest to print here. Photos are more than welcome.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

Box Tree Moth 

Peach Blossom Moth

Nonpareil Moth
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HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
We have been rather busy in August which, ironically, is a challenge
as in normal years we don't perform in August due to musicians being
on holiday. However, "needs must" so we battled through
successfully!
We have welcomed two new musicians - Claire on cornet & Lee on
trombone - both slotting in seamlessly to "Band life" & Andy Moulson
has transferred from EEb Bass to cornet for a "change" - which is an
understatement!
We plan on holding our autumn concert on the evening of Saturday, 16 October at
St Peter's Church, 7.30pm start, admission - as always - is free with a retiring
collection in aid of St Peter's Church & Cancer Charity. This will be our first inside
concert since Covid-19 struck and, as such, represents quite a turning point for us. We
really hope you feel able to share the evening with us and restore, at least for the
duration, some essence of normality!
The Christmas Concert will be on the evening of Saturday 11 December.
We are currently planning our 2022 "Band Tour", Cambridge being the planned
destination for the three days in July, and dusting off the paperwork from the abandoned
2020 Tour.              Martin Quartermain
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
A full summer for Hooky Harriers
Hooky Harriers have been really busy over the last few months,
making the most of a return to racing. Our members have taken
part in races such as the Cotswold Classic ten-mile race, the

Cheltenham Half-Marathon and the
Milton Keynes Festival of Running’s 5k
and 10k events.
We’ve also been encouraging a group of new runners,
with six from our Couch 2 5K programme having now
graduated, completing their first ever 5k runs, and two
more about to do so! Congratulations to them. We’d like
to thank those Harriers who helped run the programme,
especially Graeme and Lisa, but also Katrina, Richard
and Rob. We’re really pleased that some of our Couch 2
5K runners have decided to since join the Harriers, and
would like to welcome them to our friendly club.
Some of our Couch 2 5K runners with their graduation
certificates.

 Nell Darby, secretary@hooknortonharriers.org.uk

HOOKY PLAYERS
Now where were we? Oh yes, before we were so
rudely interrupted by Covid-19. (Oh yes we
were!!!)  Hooky Players had been planning to stage
a hilarious version of Roald Dahl’s “The Twits”.
Unfortunately, the situation over the last few months has made that impossible but,
suddenly…… I can tell you that the show is going on after all!
Our plan is to stage the performance towards the end of January 2023. This will
give us plenty of time to scout talent, build sets, rehearse, source particularly sticky
glue, capture monkeys and dig up some worms.
As many of you probably know, Tom Cruise has been filming fairly locally to us and
it was suggested that he might make an ideal Muggle-Wump. However, it transpires
that he can’t take the role as the Memorial Hall doesn’t have a helipad. Is this
something for the committee to think about? I’ll mention it to Janeen. It would help
enormously when we stage Miss Saigon.
So, the door is open to Twits of all sizes and Muggle-Wumps of any variety. We also
need twits behind the scenes, to help with make-up, lightning, sound, building and
painting scenery front of house, running the bar and assisting with creative input.
Are you a potential Webmaster who can raise our profile on social media? If so,
please get in touch; it hasn’t been the same since the carrier pigeon died.
To be a Hooky Player you will need enthusiasm, enjoy being part of a team and a
willingness to have fun. If you fit the bill please call or email me.

Karen Smith, 07702520323, karen2002smith@gmail.com

FROM THE REGISTERS
St Peter’s reports with sadness that a funeral service was held for Frederick Mair in
August.
In September a Service of Thanksgiving was also held in memory of Richard Slade.
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FROM THE EX PARISH WARDEN
Hi Hooky. I write to you as your “no longer Parish Warden for
Hook Norton”.  It’s been an eventful 5 1/4 years, with its
share of highs and lows.
In many ways I have enjoyed the role, although it
encompassed so much more than initially expected. And,
despite my positive impact, there were many negative points
that I couldn’t have foreseen when I stepped into the Parish
Warden shoes.
However, I have always received, and appreciated, your unwavering support
and encouragement, most often from familiar faces, but sometimes from
complete strangers to me, who have stopped their car to say “thank you!”
Over the years, I have addressed several unpleasant tasks, such as cleaning up the
aftermath of those who could not handle, or contain, their alcohol consumption.
And the unpleasant residue of parties in and around the playground. Then there’s
been the relentless battle against dog mess left by irresponsible dog owners.
I’ve had calls, pre-dawn, regarding damage from vandalism, and have had to leave
my bed, at night, to attend issues encountered at the Memorial Hall.
I’ve been accosted by several angry folk, over the years, who wished to “let off
steam” about various village issues, (and several matters completely unrelated to
my role), for which I was the unwitting receptive ear.
And then there were the, almost daily, texts, calls, private messages, and emails of
which there have been many, from queries about cemetery plots (passed on to the
PC), to concern about possible suspicious behaviour, when my only possible
response was to offer guidance on who else to contact.
A couple of examples are an email from Australia, expressing consternation at the
lack of communication of a loved one - so I tracked down the gentleman in
question, with help from our village Post Office, and relayed the message that
people across the globe were concerned for his wellbeing. And an old photo, taken
in the village circa 1939, from another Australian inquisitor, requesting that I
attempt to identify the road in the picture. Luckily, a local senior was to hand, and
we identified the location, for my reply to the antipodean enquirer.
And, as some of you are aware, I was interviewed, live, on the Jeremy Vine Show
on Radio 2.
I’ve found many strange and thought-provoking items of “lost property”, from
soiled underwear, to the mystery of the half box of defrosted fish fingers.
I’ve cleared up at least a few hundred weight of dog poo, enough litter to fill
several large skips, and an assortment of every kind of clothing, from rags to
designer labels, some of which I have been able to return to the rightful owners. I
was even lucky enough to find an unlocked electronic tablet, which I was able to
return to a very grateful gentleman who had accidentally left it on his car roof as he
left the Sports & Social Club.
And then there were the bins... Oh, how I hated sorting the bins. The eternal
problem of folk putting used nappies and full dog poo bags in the recycling bin in
the playground; the glass bottles in any of the bins, which I removed to take to the
glass banks; the constant jumbled mixture of all the wrong things in the recycling
and garden waste bins in the cemetery.  I couldn’t just ignore the lack of regard for
our recycling system; I care about our planet.
Then there’s the varying opinions on the roadside borders and verges. Some prefer
them wild and natural; others prefer them mown and tidy - and I have been
bombarded with every single passionate opinion...
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But, on a positive note, Rosie completed her Duke of Edinburgh bronze
award, and I felt very privileged that she chose to do her volunteering with
me.
Whilst I was able, I enjoyed working on my own initiative.
Every day has been a challenge and I have tried my best to remain impartial.
But the mindless vandalism and antisocial behaviour has tested me beyond my
endurance and, it seems, to challenge it is considered, by some, to be
unacceptable, so it was, with a heavy heart, that I tendered my resignation.
To all those who love our village, and care about its future, I encourage you to
challenge antisocial behaviour, call out to those you see dropping litter or not
picking up after their dogs, and let’s attempt to stop our beautiful village sliding into
decline by the minority who don’t think, or just don’t care.
And finally, thank you! I have been deeply humbled by your overwhelming
comments of support and appreciation for my efforts.
It is you, the caring folk of Hook Norton, who make this village such a special place
to dwell. See you around. Regards

Wendy Gordon, EX Parish Warden for Hook Norton

THANK YOU TO WENDY GORDON
Many Hook Norton residents will, I am sure, wish to join me in expressing our
gratitude to Wendy Gordon for all her hard work as Parish Warden, which has so
helped to maintain and improve the village in recent years. This is the unanimous
opinion of those I have heard discussing her sudden and saddening departure from
the post.
Wendy has carefully scrutinised the village playground almost daily to ensure that
the equipment is safe and vandalism suitably corrected. She has kept on top of the
rising tide of litter and dumping, and removed the potentially deepening mounds of
canine excrement. Beyond the call of duty, she has cleaned up the street signs –
which were in a bad way – and repainted them with care and skill. On top of that,
she has used this Newsletter to keep us abreast of developments and to remind the
irresponsible of their civic duty to their neighbours. Well done, Wendy, and all for no
great reward!            Donald Ratcliffe

 – STILL THE ULTIMATE CHRISTMAS GIFT
It’s hard to believe that it’s nearly two years since we
launched this ground breaking product, just a few months
before the world changed.  Many of us residents already
have a copy, some of us (like me!) have multiple copies.
I have a folded copy near my front door that I’ve used on
at least half a dozen occasions to direct either puzzled
delivery drivers or relatives/friends of Hooky residents to
their correct destinations.
The map also comes as a rolled version that makes a very striking poster at the top
of a set of stairs either in your house or someone you know …
For those of you who haven’t got a copy yet, or for those who would like to celebrate
the (hopeful) end of lockdowns forever and the return to being able to actually go out
of the house again by getting an excellent local navigational companion for yourself,
or as a fantastic Hooky souvenir for friends/family, you can get either your folded or
rolled copy of the Mappa Hooky at the village shop for the very reasonable price of
just £5, all of the proceeds of which go to local groups/charities.  Mappa Hooky, the
best Hooky present.            John McCormick
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
It has been a very busy start to the year and we are so delighted to be
back to what feels like normal. All the children arrive together in the
mornings, we have assemblies together, lunches are back in the school
hall and all the children can play together. What has really pleased staff
and children is the removal of rows in class. Teachers can now group
their children together or sit them on the carpet by the board and the classrooms
look so much more inviting too!
We do still have to manage risk and if numbers of children or staff testing positive
reach a critical level, then Public Health England may ask us to reintroduce some of
the previous restrictions. It is a fine balance, but our instructions are clear: do all
we can to make sure children receive the best possible education following months
of disruption. And we will.
On the first day back I took an assembly and realised it was the first time we had all
been together in eighteen months. I found it quite emotional, but after a deep
breath we enjoyed talking about the changes in school and thought about
resolutions for the new academic year. We also talked about role models for all
children, whatever gender, race, disability, level of wealth etc. etc. With the
Paralympics so fresh in our minds we were able to see that with focus and
dedication: the sky’s the limit!
We look forward to more assemblies and the return of local church leaders to speak
with the children. We have also had our first singing assembly and it’s such a joy to
hear the children’s enthusiasm as we prepare songs for Harvest. We really hope
that we will be able to get back to a full timetable of visits and visitors to ensure the
children can enjoy these memorable experiences. Enriching the curriculum is one of
the things I believe makes our school very special and the staff never cease to
amaze me with new ideas every year.
Keeping our school running is a dedicated staff team that I thanked profusely in the
last newsletter. Behind the scenes is also a dedicated group of volunteers. They
help in all sorts of ways, from reading with children to working with a small group in
maths and everything in between. If this is an area you are interested in, then
please do make contact with the school office. For the safeguarding of the children,
we do require applications and references alongside various checks and training, but
please do consider if you can commit some time to our school. It is extremely
rewarding seeing the children make progress: it’s what drives us all!

Justin Stone, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk

MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT
St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton

Friday 15 October 2021
9am until 11am
Christmas Cards and Gifts for sale
Coffee and Cakes
Raffle
Come along for a cup of coffee/tea and piece of cake and a chat
with your friends!

Donations of Raffle Prizes & Cakes welcome on the day or please contact me.

Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com



34

Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033

tirsriding@gmail.com
www.turpinslodge.co.uk

ONLINE BOOKING
If you would like to come riding at Turpins Lodge

�� Go onto www.turpinslodge.co.uk
�� Log onto our booking system,

�� Register your rider details,
�� We will grade you

Once graded you can book any rides suitable for your grade online.

We cater for all abilities from Tiny Tots to Cross Country jumping and
everyone in between.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Hi Hooky. As the new Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator for
Village Central and Recreation Areas, I’d like to invite as many
or you as possible to speak to me about joining our local
scheme, and if you have an interest, or any questions, I will
do my best to answer them.  I’m new to this charity so will be
learning as I go along, but from what I’ve gleaned, so far,
from the seminars I’ve attended, there’s a lot more to it than
is possibly already perceived.
Definitely not for ‘curtain-twitchers’.
I’ll hope to learn and expand my role, and would welcome volunteers who wish to

support me in it.
The aim of Neighbourhood Watch, (NW), and therefore my
aim, is to make people aware of the organisation, generate
better community spirit and communication, and provide
information and support to individuals and households
about better ways to be aware of, and therefore help
prevent, scams, crime and anti-social behaviour, from
both outside and within our village.
I’ve still much to learn so please bear with me but all
genuine enquiries welcome.
See you around.

Wendy Gordon, Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator for Village Central and
Recreation Areas, 07779737718
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
It was good, at long last, to have a “live” meeting on 7 September when John
Leighfield returned to give a further talk on Maps of Oxfordshire. The meeting was
well attended and the group welcomed several new members.
On 5 October Dominic Sandbrook is our speaker. This time his talk will be about
Britain in the 1980s. Another returning speaker is Tim Healey. His talk on 2
November is entitled “Sex, Drink and Health in the 17th Century”. All meetings take
place in the Baptist Church Hall, Netting Street starting at 7.30pm.
Please contact me for further information about the group.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

IS HUMILITY THE SECRET TO INNER CONFIDENCE?
In recent weeks we’ve been talking a lot about humility; what it is, how easily we
can misinterpret it and how becoming more aware of how to have it, can help us
find an inner confidence that is grounded, realistic and helpful to move forward in
different areas of our lives.
What is humility? Often described as a virtue but a tricky thing to pin down. It’s
often confused with self-deprecation, either the fine art of self-effacing modesty or
the destructive process of running ourselves down. Here are a few ideas about the
confusion we can experience: Can you recall feeling uncomfortable in the face of a
meaningful compliment or is it straightforward to accept the gift in the moment? Or
perhaps you have an inner commentary about not being experienced or skilled
enough for a task that is within your capability or reasonable potential? What about
a covert desire for affirmation for yourself whilst overtly praising others? Or
presenting something one way when actually you feel about it another – an
elaborate meal as taking not much effort, something expensive as a sale bargain, a
beautiful photo of you as being all down to the photographer? Some of these ways
of communicating with ourselves and at times with others can become so ingrained
that we don’t see them as they are happening and so misinterpret the presence of
humility when in fact there is a different back story in our subconscious running the
experience.
How can we become more aware of how to have humility? All this suggests
that humility is something we can grow into but how might we do this? Changing
our perspective about confidence is really helpful here. Sometimes there are things
we do well whilst acting from the best place within ourselves and then there are
other times where we could do better. Understanding this cultivates a particular sort
of confidence: the confidence that it’s ok to be imperfect – one that acknowledges
our capacity and ability but also recognizes that we are not complete and there’s
more work to be done and that this is absolutely natural and fine. This is an
awareness we can feel secure in, because we are seeing things clearly for what they
are and then can grow in confidence to be in a dynamic place of learning.
Clear-sightedness helps reveal what is wholesome and what is less so because it
gives us the energy to change. As we practice meditation, it’s not long before we
begin to see the inner workings of our mind - our motivations, beliefs, opinions, our
attitudes and capacities. Such simple, direct and straightforward feedback about our
strengths and weaknesses helps us identify the growth we need and gives us the
capacity to learn effectively.
In this way, humility is a good friend, freeing us from the reflex to hide away from
areas for growth whilst maintaining a balanced self-regard.

Sarah Haden
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Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!

I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!

My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.

I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.

Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com
Fully insured

Observing strict C19 social
distancing

WANTED
2 Bed Bungalow

Long time Hooky resident wishing to down-
size but remain within the village.

Call: 07890 –203642

mailto:helpearce@googlemail.com
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LUNAR SOCIETY
New phase for Lunartiks
Hook Norton Lunar Society will enter a new phase
at its first meeting in many moons on Monday, 18
October, 7.30pm in the back room of the Sun, when
Lunartiks will flag down Andrew Overton for his
"Taxi! From Hackney cab to hybrid electric" presentation. A smooth, Covid-aware
ride is promised with attendance limited to 40 souls on a first come first served
basis, but with the option of joining a live broadcast of the event on Zoom. It will be
presumed that attendees in person are double-jabbed, symptom free and have not
recently been in contact with anyone infected. Although masks are not
obligatory, wearing one will be appreciated. Seating will be spaced out and
staggered - a condition familiar to Lunartiks.
On Monday 8 November John McCormick will wax lyrical about John Harrison's
quest for "The prize of longitude".
More information, including the Zoom link, can be found on the website,
https://hook-norton.org.uk/groups/hook-norton-lunar-society.

Ian Buchanan, ian@buchananhn.co.uk

HOOKY LIVE ADVENT CALENDAR 2021 - CALLING FOR VOLUNTEERS
Yes, we know it’s still three months to Christmas, but it’s time to start thinking
about this year’s Hooky Live Advent Calendar! Would you like to take part this
Christmas?

If you have a window (upstairs or
downstairs) which is clearly visible
from the street,
Email us at hookyadvent@gmail.com
with your name and full address, and
we will be in touch with further
details.
Last year we had an amazing 51
windows throughout the village which
were decorated and ‘opened’ in turn
from 1– 24 December. Can we beat that number this year?
See the FEBRUARY 2021 Newsletter for photos of last year’s

windows.
We look forward to hearing from you,

Annie, Judith and Laura, Advent Calendar Team

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB INVITATION
12 October, 7.30pm
After a break of 18 months Hook Norton Garden Club is holding a very short AGM
meeting in The Baptist Hall on the 12 October, commencing at 7.30pm open to
anyone in the village. This is followed immediately by an open meeting and wine
and cheese.  Anyone will be welcome to attend to discuss the future of the club.
Your support would be greatly appreciated.
We hope that you have been able to enjoy your garden in what has been a very
difficult year for Gardeners.
We look forward to seeing you. Please note the date and the venue.

Peter Arnold, Chair
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We are Open for Business!
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
CONTACT US The Parish Council is responsible for the general upkeep of the village
and making sure that the facilities you use, such as the play area, allotments,
Memorial Hall, cemetery and church grounds are well maintained. It also has new
projects which it is working on, including the creation of wildlife zones, tree planting
and improving access to transport. Councillors are keen to hear from you on these
and similar matters to make sure they are taking your views into account. Come
along to any Parish Council meeting or email the Parish Clerk or any Councillor
directly.
WANTED Do you care about your village? Then we need you! A vacancy exists on the
Parish Council. As a councillor you can become a voice for your community.
Councillors are community leaders and represent the aspirations of the people they
serve. They engage directly with the most local part of the democratic system and are
closest to the public. By standing for your Parish Council you could make a real
difference to your local neighbourhood. Interested? Please email me to ask for more
information.
War Memorial Hall The hall has re-opened. Bookings are subject to written Covid-19
risk assessments being carried out by hirers and submitted with a booking form.
Contact rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk to secure your booking.
Parish Warden Hook Norton Parish Council is looking for a Parish Warden. You
should be flexible, be able to manage your own schedule, have good interpersonal
skills, be practical, be able to take on light maintenance of the Hook Norton War
Memorial Hall and be willing to work under the direction of the Council.
Duties include keeping the village clean and tidy, inspecting sites as requested,
inspecting the playground, proactively reporting problems to the Parish Council and
monitoring the Memorial Hall. £10.40 per hour, 11 hours per week. A full job
description will be provided at interview stage. Please email expressions of interest to
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk.

Dog Owners The Parish Council has provided a number of dog bins in the village.
Please use them to dispose of excrement left by your animal. To report an offence,
visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/193/dogs/391/dog-warden-service
Dog owners are asked to keep their dogs on leads in the cemetery and in the play
area.
County Councillor George Reynolds, george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown is the main contact for Hook Norton, Milcombe,
South Newington and Wigginton.  He is your first port of call for any planning or
District Council issues. He can also be contacted via hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

Your Parish Councillors

Janeen Wilson, Chairman
janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation

Allison Hicks, Vice-Chairman
allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk

Derek Brotherston
derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.ukWar
Memorial Hall

Bob Mills (Co-opted)
bob.mills@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and Allotments

Caroline Gregory (Co-opted)
caroline.gregory@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and Allotments

Richard Noviss (Co-opted)
richard.noviss@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation, Environment

Nathan Matthews
nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk
Environment

Diana Porter
diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk
War Memorial Hall

David Shepherd
david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk
Environment

Jessica Binnie (Co-opted)
jessica.binnie@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and Allotments
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
What’s coming up later this autumn and into win-
ter?

We may be most of the way through the year, but there are still plenty of ways to
get involved and events to enjoy. Your support helps us to make every moment
matter for local families living with a life-limiting illness. Below is news of just some
of what’s coming up in the next few months.
Make a Will Fortnight – 4-15 October
Our Make a Will event is back and this time it's
running for two weeks. Between 4-15 October.
Check our website for a list of participating
solicitors and to find out how to make an
appointment.
Blenheim 7k Fun Run – 10 October
To find out more about the event and how you
can get a 20% discount on entry fee when
fundraising for us, visit our website.
Oxford Half Marathon – 17 October
Care for a Curry
From korma to keema, biryani to balti – whatever your favourite curry, there’s
never been a better time to get some friends together for a great cause. This
autumn, why not host a #CareForACurry event and help raise money for Katharine
House? Simply pick a date, get some friends and family together and enjoy!
Santa Fun Run – 5 December
If you thought that Santa's elves worked hard, you should see our fundraising team
in the run-up to Christmas. December may feel far away, but we're already
planning how to make our next Santa Fun Run the best one yet.
The race is taking place on Sunday 5 December at Spiceball Park, Banbury.
Digital monthly newsletter – keep up to date with your hospice
Please sign up to receive our Katharine House digital monthly newsletter.
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn. For the latest news.
Find out more www.khh.org.uk.

Sarah Woods
Marketing & Communications
Officer
Working days: Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday - 9am-5pm
Fundraising Tel: 01295 816484 |
Main: 01295 811866
Email: sarah.woods@khh.org.uk
Katharine House Hospice, Aynho
Road, Adderbury, OX17 3NL
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Back on course, we took the first steps into the stalls. Two fun outings to see an
Ayckbourn, (Absurd Person Singular) and a Willy Russell, (Educating Rita)! Although
strange at first it was wonderful, even wearing masks.
This week we are sitting outside at the RSC Stratford for ‘Comedy of Errors’ and are
even more relaxed about that. Next it is Chippy Theatre and we look forward to a
light-hearted romp inspired by Christie, Coward & Wodehouse. Yes the grease paint
on stage and the odd cough from the audience makes it all real – the TV has done
us proud – but it isn’t the same!
We plan to spend a few days in London so are hoping for a wider range of plays–
but the first news is of cancellations due to Covid-19. You still can’t be too careful.
However, we have set our sights on Tom Stoppard’s ‘Leopoldstadt’ at Wyndham’s.
Set in Vienna in 1900, it is regarded as the author’s most personal play. It runs to
end of October.
Then, at the Gielgud the final instalment of Hilary Mantel’s Wolf Hall trilogy, ‘The
Mirror & the Light’ is opening.
There are two excellent re-runs on offer – at The Arts Theatre, David Mamet’s
‘Oleanna’, a topical lesson in power and gender in academia running to 23 October
Then, for us, the ever-enjoyable Noel Coward ‘Blithe Spirit’ at the Harold Pinter
Theatre to 6 November. Jennifer Saunders is a worthy follow-on to some wonderful
Madame Arcatis.
On the South Bank, The Old Vic has an interesting play by Bess Wohl to 30 Oct. It
is called ‘Camp Siegfried’, a real camp set up in New York in the 1930s. With WWII
looming, American youth of German descent are, in an idyllic setting, exposed to
Nazi indoctrination.
The Art Galleries seem much less of a spacing problem and allow us to reconnect to
the pleasures of fine paintings. There is such a delight at the National Gallery.
Bernardo Bellotto’s (1721-1780) spectacular paintings put him in a different league
from his uncle, Canaletto. The exhibition brings five huge canvasses of the same
location – the Kõnigstrein Castle near Dresden. Like his uncle, Bellotto uses the
magic of realism to draw us into his art but  whereas Canaletto gives us a Venice
that is always limpid and pretty, his views are more detailed and the weather more
real – art that is big and bold, alive! This is on until 31 October.
The Royal Academy gives us ‘Late Constable’ until 13 February. Towards the end of
his career, John Constable’s brushwork became increasingly free and expressive
and here we have wonderful examples. This exhibition brings together majestic oil-
paintings and plein-air sketches of the British countryside from Hampstead Heath
and Stonehenge to Brighton’s seafront.
Running at same time to 2 January, the later Summer Exhibition brings over a
1,000 works – always joyful and quirky.
On the music front let us enjoy ‘Bizarrium’ – a loud and exuberant evening by the
English Cornett and Sackbut Ensemble. Held at University Church Oxford at both
5pm and 7.30pm on Saturday 30 October, it does sound fun.
A more sedate concert could be enjoyed at Symphony Hall Birmingham – a matinee
performance on 14 October – Mozart’s Violin Concerto & Prokofiev’s ‘Romeo & Juliet
suite with Rossini & Berlioz to complete the programme.
I hope there is safe and secure pleasure at all these venues.

John Wheatley
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ST PETERS, HOOK NORTON OPEN GARDENS 2021
Rain laden forecasts were swept aside by beautiful weather for both days of the
Village Open Gardens....and such beautiful gardens to visit.
Everyone responded by having the most wonderful time and that includes those who
generously opened their gardens, those who visited
them from far and wide and those who provided the
important sustenance on the day. A HUGE thank you to
Jane, Angel and FOHNS for organising fantastic cake
makers and sellers and to those who sold and/or
donated plants etc.
We are grateful to Katharine House for widely
publicising the event both on-line and off-line and to
Sarah Durham for her IT skills in connecting up to the
world of gardens throughout the region. The Parish
Council was very generous in allowing us free use of the
Memorial Hall and garden, plus covering the cost of the
initial printing of tickets.
Our local shops, Henry’s and the Village Shop, agreed to
sell tickets and as events unfolded, the latter became a
magnet for the scores of visitors. Joe and his team were
brilliant as we had to print more and more tickets.
Hook Norton, once again, became a friendly, lively,
bustling village. What a joy to see so many happy
people.
The lockdown has played havoc with normal fund-raising events, but by St Peter’s
making the Open Gardens a community affair, it has given much needed financial help
to Church, School and Katharine House, raising a total amount of £5,606.
Important though that is, it became more than the icing on the cake to see how well
we all reconnected; meeting up with many villagers whom we hadn’t seen for a long
time. There was an additional bonus in welcoming many new families who had arrived
during the Covid-19 restrictions, emphasising once again, the friendliness of Hooky.
From comments made, St Peter’s Open Gardens Hook Norton weekend should become
a calendar favourite.
There are so many I have not named, but I couldn’t have arranged this fabulous event
without their support and expertise - from initial publicity design, to planting
advertising posters at key vantage points, so that all the world knew where to come.
I do thank you all and it makes me so proud to be a part of Hook Norton.

Rita Wheatley

HOOK NORTON WOMEN’S GROUP
There’s always a slight concern on the first night of something new that very few
people might be left in a very large room cradling a drink with nothing to talk about.
It didn’t happen! The group, yet to be formally named (!), had a very well attended
first night on 6 September and thank you to the Sun Inn for agreeing to host us.
We certainly made our presence felt and an enjoyable, if joyfully noisy, night was
had by all while we considered how members wanted the group to be set up as well
as, the important, what it should be called.
Meetings will be on the first Monday of each month in the back room of The Sun
starting at 7.15pm until around 9pm, with the next two on 4 October and 1
November. If you didn’t get the chance to come in September do please join us
when you can.

Deborah Weaver
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GRANNY IN THE SKY WITH DIAMONDS!
I have Multiple Sclerosis, for which there
is no known cause or cure, so I am very
aware that much more research needs to
be done into investigating these issues. Of
course, such research is extremely
expensive.
There is an acrylic swimming pool in
London which is 10 stories up suspended
across the road to a high rise building
opposite!
When I saw pictures of it, I thought that if I had permission to
swim in it, I could seek sponsorship for the event and donate
all the proceeds to the M.S. Society. To cut a long story short,
I have permission to do the sponsored swim.
I am very excited but very anxious at the same time, as I do
not have a head for heights. In fact, I hate heights and have
difficulty getting to the top deck of a bus, never mind 35 metres above a road in
London!
So, I will just have to swim on my back and look up at the clouds, being careful not
to roll over and look at a busy road beneath.
To see this architectural feat I hope to swim in see
https://blog.theapollobox.com/2021/05/30/one-of-a-kind-swimming-pool-allows-
you-to-swim-in-the-sky/ .
I would be most grateful if you would consider donating to the sponsorship. In the
near future, I will be placing sponsorship forms in appropriate places around the
village, giving the details of methods of donation, and the date of the event.
When my account for 'JustGiving' is set up, I would be grateful if you would post the
link to all your friends, even those living abroad, on your social media platform.
I understand 'JustGiving' accepts foreign currency, which will make my swim known
globally, thus hopefully boosting the final amount I will be able to send to the
Multiple Sclerosis Society.
The name of my Just Giving account might be ''Granny in the sky with Diamonds'. If
so, I would like to sew onto my bathing costume lots and lots of glittery, sparkly,
necklaces, bangles etc., which might, in the water, resemble diamonds!
I would be very grateful for donations of unwanted 'diamond-like' adornments, with
which I can embellish my swimming costume. Thank you very much.

Patricia Hamilton, 01608 730358

CLASSIC CAR - BIKE - SCOOTER & VEHICLE MEET
PLEASE COME ALONG IN OR ON YOUR TRUSTY CLASSIC.
It’s a great opportunity to meet, chat & discuss all things classic & vintage.
Last Remaining Meet date 2021...
Sunday 10 October
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND HOOK NORTON CLASSICS WEB SITE
www.hooknortonclassics.com Bryan, 07929726049 & Rob, 07805448841
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C W SMITH
Builders

Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations

Property Maintenance

Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders

Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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HOOKY HUB
Hook Norton Low Carbon, (HNLC), are a mutual benefit society
set up to benefit the community of Hook Norton and the
environment. As a low-carbon initiative HNLC have set up Hooky
Hub, a sustainable co-working space here in Hook Norton which
can be accessed on a subscription or pay as you go basis.
There are many of us that are looking forward to getting back to
‘a normal life’. Covid-19 has changed the way a lot of us work.
Our embedded norms have been broken but this has allowed us to think about

what we want our own routines to be in the future. Do
you really want to get in a car and start commuting
again?
Working from home is not going away. Many companies
are now reassessing the large costs associated with
commercial offices, which have been mostly empty over
the last few months.
The professional space has been furnished with 100%
second-hand and up-cycled furniture. There is an open
plan working area, including monitors and stand up
desks, plus a separate bookable meeting area with
private booths plus space for large meetings where you
can invite external guests. There is a sociable kitchen

area with great coffee and tea making facilities.
It is based in the characterful Norman Matthews Hall, next to the library. Travel to
the space should be easy without a car within the village and our consumables
such as cleaning supplies are all plastic free and zero-waste products.
We’ll also be running repair, craft and upcycling workshops and other exciting
HNLC initiatives from the Hub in the evenings and weekends. We’re also very
pleased to announce that ‘Nothing but Footprints’ will be stocking plastic-free and
zero waste products at the Hub and delivering every Thursday so you can refill
your own containers. We're also looking into being a collection point for those hard
to recycle soft plastics and crisp packets.
Visit www.hn-lc.org.uk to find out more, arrange a visit, Hub prices and how to
register.              Jessica D’Souza
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Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
On-line classes and private tuition available

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator, Interior and Exterior

Domestic and Commercial, honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 90 references always supplied

Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 720006

Rowan court, Milton Road, Bloxham, OX15 4HD
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.

As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Now it’s October, we know many par-
ents of 3 and 4 year-olds are starting
to think about choosing a primary
school.  So we’re thrilled to announce
that school tours are back! A visit dur-
ing the school day is by far the best
way to learn about all we offer so
please get in touch to book.

Meanwhile this year’s group of 12 new Reception children are
settling in well; see photos. A typical day in Reception has a
balance of about half adult-led activities and half self-chosen,
play-based learning. Mrs Grundy, one of the most experienced
and respected Reception teachers in the county, has carefully
designed our indoor and outdoor learning areas so that there
are dozens of interesting challenges and opportunities to
develop skills across the curriculum, from maths and literacy to
physical and social development.
Much of the day in Reception is spent outside, in our partially covered outdoor
learning area. And on “Forest Thursdays,” the children head further afield, taking
their learning to our lovely nearby woods and fields.
Please call us on 01608 737202 to book your tour and learn more about what we
offer.  We look forward to hearing from you!

Michelle Hastings, Headteacher
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

Watts-Canine
Stockists of:- CSJ Natural Dog and Cat Food, Herbal
Supplements & Treats, Cortaflex for Human and Canine.
My name is Kim Watts recently based in Hooky and due to my
competitive dogs chose to become a stockist for CSJ for the
last 16 years due to the excellent quality and price for their
many different types of natural dry kibble.

Call/text me for any advice on our products & free trial samples
07967 375234 Email:- kim@wattsagility.com
www.watts-canine.webs.com & www.csjk9.com
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP.  IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.

Special promotion.  A free bottle of
champagne with any tank changeover!!
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Looking for gifts? Wise men find them at

St Peter’s Church Hook Norton

 Exceptional variety of original work by
artists and craftsmen from across the Cotswolds

40 exhibitors

Homebaked cakes & light bites available all day

Adults £2 under 15’s free
Enq: janhugs19@gmail.com   01608 737900

For sat nav: OX15 5NH
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