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made us feel that we must be doing
something right! An astounding 57%
of respondents felt the Newsletter
COPY DATE: FRI 16 JULY
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The views expressed in the Newsletter are
needs.
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.

ADVERTISING RATES

NEX T ISSUE: AUGUST
Find us on the web at
www.hook-norton.org.uk/villagenewsletter

It was also quite clear that, while about a
third of you used the online version at least
sometimes, people loved getting the paper
version delivered. As one person put it, ‘I
know that I can read it online, but there is
something really nice about getting cosy with
a cuppa and the latest edition’. (We know just
what they mean!)
Some found the adverts useful and many said
it was interesting and informative. A few other
comments were that it is ‘essential local
reading’, ‘great for community spirit’ and is ‘a
slice of village life delivered to the door’.
There were also several ideas for us to look at
but, overall, it seems that the Newsletter is
well liked and a wanted part of village life.
There are no major changes indicated by what
we have seen so far. Thank you again for
taking time to tell us your views.
We hope you like the cover photo this month. It’s bright and cheerful and we can
only hope is a reflection of the greater freedoms and better weather to come. Our
best wishes to you all as we ease out of Lockdown.
Deborah and John Weaver 737791, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
4

‘HOOKY HUB’ CO WORKING SPACE
We're sure there are many of us that are looking forward to getting back to ‘a
normal life’. Covid-19 has changed the way a lot of us work. Our embedded norms
have been broken, but this has allowed us to think about what we want our own
routines to be in the future.
Do you really want to get in a car and start commuting again?
Working from home is not going away. Many companies are now re-assessing the
large costs associated with commercial offices;
which have been mostly empty over the last 12
months.
Companies are also going to be more open
about supporting costs of working from home.
But for some, space, privacy, tech needs,
inspiration and loneliness are setbacks.
Hook Norton Low Carbon is a mutual benefit
society set up to benefit the community of
Hook Norton and the environment, so we are
setting up a co working space here in Hook
Norton which will be accessed on a subscription
basis. We have called it 'Hooky Hub' and we
intend to make this space as sustainable as
possible. We'll also be running repair
workshops, craft clubs, upcycling days and
other exciting HNLC initiatives from the hub in
the evenings and weekends. Watch this space!
We have found the perfect location for the new 'Hooky Hub', in The Norman
Matthews Hall (next to the library).
Over the last few weeks, our village has shown amazing support for our new 'Hooky
Hub'. We put out requests on social media for items we needed, and we're so glad
to let you know that we have had over 50 items donated or heavily reduced for this
fabulous community space. There's been a hive of activity from volunteers collecting
goods, painting, lifting, upcycling and creating. All social distanced and well
ventilated.
We still need quite a few items to help complete the space, like indoor and outdoor
plants and pots, wood, kilner jars/resealable glass
containers, string/cord/twine, bowls and plates, draught
excluder tape, outdoor solar lights, castors, scrap
material, nikwax spray or wash, lamps, watering cans,
outdoor paint and preservative.
Also, any volunteers to help set this up would be fab.
Painting, upcycling, sewing and carpentry skills especially
welcomed, but helping hands always needed. We will
coordinate around Covid-19 restrictions.
Please contact info@hn-lc.org.uk to let us know if you
have any items or would like to help.
FIND OUT MORE AND REGISTER YOUR INTEREST
If you would be interested in using our co working space, or want to find out more,
please visit this page to register your interest: http://bit.ly/HNLCcoworking
Thanks so much Hooky! We look forward to working alongside you, and attending
workshops when the space is open.
Jess D'Souza and Keith Musson, HNLC
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
DREAMS DO COME TRUE!
I woke up! Where was I? In the dark, in the night, in my bed!
But I had lived through the most wonderful of dreams.
Before retiring upstairs, we had heard on the ten o’clock news, that Lockdown was
over and we were free to roam. Was it any wonder that I said to you, ‘Let’s go!?’
‘Let’s go where?’ you answered – but we knew exactly where that would be!
The train passed Wembley Stadium; we could hear the roar of eighty thousand voices.
We saw our first tube train in over a year – unbelievable joy. Marylebone was nigh;
ever since my first game of Monopoly, that Station has been my favourite purchase.
What a wonderful feeling of ownership as we strode out from its impressive portico
onto the streets of London.
The walk towards Baker Street was even more exhilarating than our daily Covid-19
exercise through the fields and footpaths of home. And there, outside the Station, our
Red Bus awaited, we were on our way. Up the stairs, bliss, the front seats were free.
How can you describe childlike wonder as a septuagenarian?
The pavements were alive with excited shoppers; what temptation to join them.
Eros and Piccadilly Circus were the great symbols of London during the war-time blitz;
today we felt a similar triumph; we had beaten the virus. There was more sense of
victory on reaching Trafalgar Square – Nelson triumphant. Even in a dream, we
resisted the urge to clamber up onto Landseer’s lions at the foot of the column!
But we did run across the Square into the National Gallery. As ever, we climbed the
stairs and ahead of us was George Stubbs’s ‘Whistlejacket’; perhaps even more
today, that beauty and vitality of the rearing horse was making a dream come true.
This wasn’t high-minded culture as we basked in favourite after favourite – ‘The Hay
Wain, ‘The Fighting Téméraire’, ‘The Rokeby Venus’ and the spiritual power of
Leonardo’s ‘Virgin and Child’ or Caravaggio’s ‘The Supper at Emmaus’. Joy seemed
unending as we sped from room to room, finally finding ourselves outside and
climbing up the steps to St Martin-in-the-Fields. But even in a dream we became
hungry so we descended into the Church’s delightful Crypt for lunch. It is such a
friendly eating place, the good food blends into a happy atmosphere of shared tables.
Satiated, we passed by Charing Cross, onto the footbridge to the South Bank. In the
middle, we stopped to take in the impressive vista of the river and its bridges,
Waterloo, Westminster and just around the bends, Lambeth to the west and
Blackfriars to the east.
In many ways, for us, the Thames is London. It encompasses our past delights from
the London Eye through to the ‘Cutty Sark’ at Greenwich – with Tower Bridge, St
Katharine’s Dock and HMS Belfast on the way.
No time for a concert in the Festival Hall or a play at the National Theatre but there
was a dream-like sequence of music and choirs lifting us high before sitting us in the
stalls to bask in memories of play after play, actor after actor.
We had to move on - to Tate Modern, the Shakespearian Globe and then whisk
ourselves across the Millennium Bridge to St Paul’s. Even in a dream we couldn’t take
in our old working haunts of the City but were well satisfied as a No. 9 bus took us
along Fleet Street to the Strand – theatres, restaurants, pubs and Covent Garden fun.
Full circle at Trafalgar Square – but such a day couldn’t pass without one miracle. We
took a taxi back to Marylebone for our train, an unheard of extravagance, even in a
dream.
Was it that shock that awoke me? It was still dark and as I shook you what would you
really say when I whispered, ‘Get dressed we are off to London’?
John Wheatley
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069
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Hello! How are you!
We hope you have all been looking after yourself and keeping positive!
We are super excited about the future plans the government has put into place to bring
us all safely back to a sense of normality. We have been getting our spring cleaning
gloves on to prepare for your wonderful return! With exciting developments in the Garden!
From May 17th we will now be opening both inside and outside each day.
It’s not just reopening on our minds, we have been busy across all our sites behind the
scenes with new guests rooms, restaurant facelifts and even a BRAND NEW venue
from Freespirit pubs on the cards to join the family!
Much Love
The Sun Inn Team
www.thesuninn-hooknorton.co.uk
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday:
Drinks from 4 pm to close
Food from 5 - 8:30 pm
Friday:
Drinks from noon to close
Food from noon - 3 pm, 5 to 8:30 pm
Saturday:
Drinks from 10.00am to close
Food from 10am to 12, Noon to 3pm and 5 to 8.30pm
Sunday:
Drinks from 10am until close
Food from 10 to 11:30 (brunch), noon to 3pm (lunch), 5-7 pm (pizzas)
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
Fri 2, Sat 3 and Sun 4 JULY 2021
Hook Norton Brewery
The first weekend in July in
Hook Norton and it’s Music at
the Crossroads. The 24th
annual Hook Norton charity
music festival. A chance to
gather again outdoors and enjoy 3 days of
fabulous live music. Along with
refreshments from the Hook Norton Beer
Tent and great quality food from a range of
vendors, including Henry, our own local
butcher and the fabulous Indian Streetfood
and more. Profits raised go to Blood Cancer
UK and the Fire Fighters Charity plus a host
of local causes. (Provided all stays on
course with the Government Covid 19
guidelines).
Friday night 7 till 11pm: The Inflatables
(premier SKA band) plus support.
Saturday from 1.30 till 11.45pm: We are thrilled to
announce From the Jam will headline the festival on
Saturday 3rd July 2021 plus full supporting line up from
2pm.
Sunday from 11am till 4pm: Sunday Acoustic Sessions
added for the first time. Sunday entry is free of charge,
the bar will be open and you can relax and enjoy more
live music.
For tickets and more information:
www.hookymusic.co.uk or
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/music-at-the-crossroads-tickets-83212281173 or see our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/musicatthecrossroads/
Tickets also on sale from the Hook Norton Brewery Visitor Centre.
Weekend: Adult: £30; 11-17yrs: £15 | Friday: Adult: £10 ; 11-17yrs : £5
Saturday: Adult: £25; 11-17yrs: £12.50 |Sunday only: Free entry |10yrs and
under: Free entry |
(Tickets purchased 2020 remain valid for 2021)
Please note that no glass bottles or alcohol can be brought onto the festival
site and no barbeques are allowed.
From the team at Music at the Crossroads and the Hook Norton Charitable
Association, keep safe and well and we will see you in July at our usual location,
behind the Hook Norton Brewery.
SIGN UP to a stewarding session and get your tickets half price- contact
petewatkins4@aol.com
Pete Watkins, petewatkins4@aol.com, HNCA and MAC
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HOOK NORTON SENIOR CRICKET CLUB
After two competitive pre-season games against Oxford
Downs the League season started on 8 May. Unfortunately,
both games were rained off without a ball bowled, as was
the 2nd XI game on 15 May.
However, the First team won a very tight game against
Combe that day, scoring 103 runs in 10 overs and the
Sunday side also succeeded against Enstone on 9 May.
Details of the next two months weekend fixture are below.
There are also midweek games.
If you would like to play, umpire or score for us please contact Rob Webb on 07932
156641.
1st XI
June
Sat 5 Stonesfield (A)
Sandford St Martin
Sat 12 II (H)

2nd XI
June
Westbury III
Sat 5 (H)
Sat 12 Cropredy III (A)

Sat 19 Westbury II (A)

Sat 19 Freeland (H)

Sat 26 Middleton Cheney (A)
Telegraph Cup
Sun 27 Quarter Finals (H)

Sat 26 Deddington (H)

July
Sat 3 Horley II (H)
Bicester & North
Sat 10 Oxford II (H)

July

Sunday Side
June
Sun 6 Sibford (H)
Sun 13 Horley (A)
Chipping
Sun 20 Norton (H)
Long Compton
Sun 27 (A)

July

Sat 17 Combe (A)

Sat 3 Wolvercote III (A) Sun 4 Oxhill (H)
Chipping Norton
Sat 10 Chesterton (A) (t) Sun 11 (A)
Minster Lovell
Sat 17 III (H)
Sun 18 Enstone (H)

Sat 24 Banbury IV (H)

Sat 24 Eynsham II (A)

Sat 31 Cropredy II (A)

Sat 31 Chadlington (H)

Sun 25 Great Tew (H)
Fri 30 Bunnies (H)

Julia Ingham, Secretary

THANK YOU
Sincere thanks!
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those who kindly voted for me in the
recent local elections, it is a great honour and privilege to represent our community
and I always do my best to give everyone a ‘voice’ at Cherwell District Council.
The past 18 months have been some of the bleakest in recent history, during which
we have seen some breathtaking acts of selflessness, charity and community spirit
in the face of adversity. I look forward to the return of normality and the
opportunity to once again meet face to face with you all.
Bryn Williams, Cherwell District Councillor

15

Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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SIBFORD GARDENS OPEN DAY
Sibford gardens will be open on Sunday 27 June from 2pm-6pm, when 5 gardens
will be open and teas in aid of the church available at the Village Hall. I will have a
plant stall running that day too. Please check on line just before 27 June to make
sure that the Sibford Gardens opening is going ahead.
(https://thesibfords.uk/event/35666.)
The group of gardens is quite interesting as each one is very different and two
haven’t been open before for the National Gardens Scheme. Home Close is
particularly interesting as it is an Arts and Crafts house, about 1912, by Baillie Scott
which the current owners, Carolyn and Graham White, have restored wonderfully,
though the house won’t be open. It has a most wonderful courtyard garden along
with much else which they are restoring to the outline plans by Baillie Scott.
Sian Arnold

QUIZ
With the 2020 postponed Olympic Games scheduled for next month, find these
Olympic sports in the grid below. The 2021 venue is hidden too. I hope you enjoy
the word search, (and the Olympics). The answers are on page 23.

Kevin Hope
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING IN HOOK NORTON?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced/friendly local staff offering straight forward & honest advice.
�� Marketing HQ in Chipping Norton with window display in the Hook
Norton shop.
�� Online with rightmove.co.uk, onthemarket.com & kingandwoolley.com.
�� London Park Lane office with The Guild of Professional Estate Agents.
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional surveying & Financial Services contacts.
�� Tailored marketing services & competitive fee structures.

Whatever your property requirements in the village or surrounding area,
contact David Hawley on 01608 642111 or
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

Tel: 01295 263505
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6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01608 642111

ANSWERS TO QUIZ

Kevin Hope

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days

Times

Breakfast Club

Monday–Friday

7.30-9am

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

Costs
£1.00 per
15 minutes
£20.00

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£3.00

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£20.00
£5.00 per
hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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We are Open for Business!
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
Firstly, I’d thank Shaun McHugh for painting
the new section of fencing which replaced the
section damaged by the fallen tree.
The large lime tree by the compost bins has
now been felled as it was diseased.
A wild flower area is being created together
with an area given over for nature study.
Once again we have had a wonderful display
of spring flowers. Thanks go to all those that
have contributed bulbs.
John E Blackham

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Welcome back to all Library users. By the time you read this, our Library will be
open for business again. During the last few months a lot of
work has been done to improve and enhance the facilities.
This includes complete redecoration of the foyer, the library
and the Reading Room, as well as exterior work to get rid of a
damp problem. FOHNCL has contributed some funds towards
these improvements, including the smart repainted front
door. In addition, the library has had to be reorganised to
ensure a Covid-19 safe facility.
There may be some restrictions to the opening hours and
numbers allowed in at first, but I am sure that soon the
Library will be back to its usual busy, friendly environment,
providing a place of interest, information and conversation for
all who visit.
Sue Ditchfield (Secretary of FOHNCL)

HOOKY NEIGHBOURS
EXCITING NEWS - SHOPPING MINIBUS
Finally our plans are becoming a reality and we have started
trials of a shopping mini bus service.
We are currently just running a service to Chipping Norton on
a Friday picking up at 10:30am and returning at 13:30am, (at
allocated stops), including an internal circle of Chipping
Norton. Over the next few weeks we plan to trial a service to Banbury. The service
will then alternate between Chipping Norton and Banbury once a week. We will be
contacting those that have expressed an interest in this service and booking places.
If you or someone you know are interested in the service please call and leave us a
message or email us.
Please be patient with us as we work out how best to run the service efficiently for
both us and those using it. It’s all very exciting and a big thank you to the Parish
Council for their support and to Hugh Robertson for liaising with Comet and grants.
Just a reminder - if anyone would like to volunteer with us and join our WhatsApp
group please give us a call or email. We are always grateful of any help big or small.
Michelle, Hooky Neighbours, 07930 483927, Email hookyneighbours01@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON BATTLE SCHOOL 1944.

An imaginary created image showing the step location and step showing tank track marks
In November 1943 it was announced that in February next the Hook Norton area
was to be turned into a battle school. Initial details were somewhat vague but
indications were that tanks will be used extensively and farmers would be restricted
to the use of a single field for cattle, or indeed perhaps billeting them beyond the
training area.
It was not clear which tanks would be using our area but it is likely to have involved
the U.S. Army 68th Tank Battalion which was based at Chipping Norton from February
1944. The 68th was part of the 6th Armoured Division located at Batsford, near
Moreton in Marsh.
It appears that the battle school centred on the old worked-out Ironstone workings
of the Earl of Dudley as well as Redlands. Rudimentary signs were made from old
petrol cans and fixed to posts; these were colour coded and typically indicated trails
to be followed as well as no-go areas.
Despite such signs, tanks while on manoeuvres would quite often go off the chosen
route and farmers were continually repairing fences, hedges and ditches where
damage had been caused. At least they had no live firing to contend with!
Concerns were raised in the village about the increased tank traffic passing through
such that safety first lessons were given at the school. This did not deter the children
from enjoying watching the spectacle of these huge noisy machines negotiating the
narrow village streets and shouting "Got any gum chum" or "Hey Mack, how about
some smokes". Often such goodies were forthcoming.
One favourite spot it seems was to watch Sherman tanks coming up Middle Hill and
scrape their underside when going over the brow. Another was to watch tanks
negotiating the narrow Brick Hill.
Here one day as children sat on a wall watching, a Sherman misjudged the brow and
collided with the stone step leading to Southrop Farm. In 2010, having been tipped
off about this event, the writer visited the site and found visible evidence in the form
of the stone having being gouged by the track of the Sherman, see above.
In July the 6th Armoured Division left for France and this signalled the end of the
village Battle School.
In the 1950's some of the school signs on the farm tracks were still to be seen but
nothing now remains.
James Tobin
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Open for Business!

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
HOOKY HARRIERS RACING AWAY AGAIN
As restrictions ease this year, the Hooky Harriers have started to
be able to race again, albeit in slightly different forms, involving
social distancing and small group waves. Some of
our runners have been taking part in the
Ilmington Winter Series 10k – a must for any fans of hills! This
series has, by necessity, changed in format, involving ‘mini groups’
of five or six setting off at five minute intervals, and a speedy exit
afterwards (after picking up the famous Barry the Butcher sausages,
a perk of the series!). The March race saw Paul Taylor finishing first
in the MV55 age category, not far ahead of Ian Malcolm, who was
third in the same category. James McLaughlin finished fifth in the
MV45 category, and achieved a PB in the process. At the time of
writing, Paul had been first in his age category in three of the races.
The Harriers have had seven runners compete in the series, which
saw the final race take place in May – well done to everyone who
took part.
Closer to home, we were able to take part in our annual club
handicap cross-country race in Warwickshire, where runners have to
give their predicted times in advance, and then run minus watches
and phones – whilst again keeping to current government
guidelines. Nell Darby managed to run her exact predicted time to
the second to come first; second was Martyn Foster. Many thanks to
Dave and Rachel Tame for hosting the event, and to the runners
who helped set up the course. Great fun was had by all.
Meanwhile, our regular Tuesday night club sessions are in full swing
again now, with runners keeping to small groups to run. Welcome to
our new members – it’s been great to see new faces at these
sessions! If you’d like to find out more about us, or come and join us
for a Tuesday run, find out more at www.hooknortonharriers.org.uk.
Photos by Barry Cornelius
Nell Darby, secretary@hooknortonharriers.org.uk

HOOK NORTON OPEN GARDENS DAY – 4 SEPTEMBER
Whether your garden is large, small,
or in-between, filled with plants and
flowers, or modest, informal, grass green;
Chances are it is largely unseen.
So, if you would consider opening your
gate,
To help us raise funds on the above date,
For St Peter’s & local charities, that would
be
GREAT….
So after the year of Covid-19 pain,
a chance to expand our Hooky
neighbourliness
AGAIN.
Please contact me.
Rita Wheatley, 01608 737097 or jovridw@tiscali.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
At last some positive news! Having only managed seven
fragmented practices since March 2020 we re-commence practices
on 17 May; still having to observe social distancing but never
mind. It will be so good to start playing music again. I suspect the
first practice is going to be a very hard one as our stamina will
have reduced considerably - sore lips are going to be with us for a
little time!!
We are tying up with the Brewery to perform at their Public Houses once we are
"match fit". This will be of mutual benefit and I really hope many of you will be in
the audiences over the summer. We might even be able to hold a concert later in
the year - ever optimistic .......
If you have recently moved to the village and play Brass why not consider coming
along? We enjoy a healthy and happy membership, provide instruments etc. The
band is a really great way to de-stress. Practices are Monday evenings and feel free
to email me for information.
We plan a belated AGM in May and if you wish to attend simply e-mail me for
details.
Martin Quartermain, martin.quartermain@gmail.com

HOOKY’S WILD GARLIC
This is my first spring living in Hooky and I was thrilled to discover the abundance
of wild garlic to be found here all along the stream, and most prolifically in the
woods under the old viaducts; (best spots are right along the banks but be carefulit’s steep!). In fact, the garlic around our village is so profound and so beautiful I
felt compelled to write in to the newsletter to share a few facts and photos. I hope
you enjoy its aroma whilst walking through the woods as much as I do and have a
go at foraging a handful or two.
What is it? - Also known as ‘Ramson’, ‘Wood Garlic’ or ‘Bear’s Leek’, wild garlic is
the leafy cousin to traditional bulb garlic, and both flowers and leaves are edible. It
grows in abundance across woodland floors, usually near streams or other
waterways. The leaves tend to come out in March
and the flowers from April to June and it is almost
impossible to buy, so is a favourite for foragers.
Can I pick it? - On public land, yes. However of
course please only take a small amount- a little goes
a long way! Be careful not to confuse it will Lily of
the Valley (which has similar green leaves and which
is poisonous) but the distinctive smell and white
flowers do make the garlic easy to distinguish. Young
leaves are the best so try and avoid the largest,
oldest leaves. Pull it gently from near where the
stem meets the soil and store it in water (like you would a bunch of flowers) when
you get home until you are ready to use it.
What are the benefits?-Wild garlic isn’t just beautiful to see, smells great and
tastes even better, but has been proven to help lower cholesterol and bloodpressure, which therefore helps to reduce the risk of diseases such as heart attack
or stroke.
What can I use it for? - Wild garlic is extremely versatile, but a few simple ideas
would be to replace the basil for a garlic pesto, add to salads, soups, omelettes,
butter (then melt onto bread or steak).
Victoria Bödeker
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NEW UNAFFILIATED WOMEN’S GROUP
A small group of us are looking to set up an unaffiliated women’s group in Hook
Norton.
There would be no committee, attendance would be flexible and the aim is to
provide a friendly social hub for all local women whilst also covering short talks and
discussions on a wide range of topics of interest, including national topics, such as
women’s health and finances, and also visits to cinemas, exhibitions etc., for those
who want them.
For practical reasons we would, at least initially, meet once a month on a Monday
night between 7.15pm and 9.00pm, including a chance to socialise but this may
develop further in light of the needs of members.
Before considering further details with those interested we would like to get an idea
of how many women might want such a group in Hook Norton. There is no need to
provide your details but please express your interest and any ideas by completing
the online survey using the following link https://s.surveyplanet.com/B4MR2TS6q
If you do not have internet access you can drop a note into the Newsletter box in
the Village Shop.
Judy Ormerod and Kay Lilley

CHANGE - HOW TO FEEL MORE AT EASE
Change comes in many guises, some excitedly anticipated, others feared and some
utterly unexpected – whether delightful surprises or shocks to the system. We get
many nudges along the way to notice that nothing is fixed or certain. What is it we
can do to feel more at ease with whatever comes and how can we best prepare?
Alongside practical planning, where we can, the biggest difference comes from
learning how to steady our minds, ready to support easier transitions, whatever
they are.
Think about how we look after our cars: with regular MOTs and service checks, we
have ongoing maintenance for smooth running. Given our mind and body is our life
vehicle and we never know what is round the corner, it makes sense to have a
similar approach for ourselves.
Given the right tools and persistence, it’s possible for everyone to grow a steady, or
at least steadier mind. Although it seems like a contradiction, the starting place is
to get out of our heads and into our bodies. Why? A lot of what we identify with as
real in our minds is simply personal perspective.
So, if we want to expand our horizons and get steady, we’ll need a readiness to
move beyond what we believe we know and control.
To help us shift perspective, we can learn how to ground, energise and re-balance
in the body; and this is a great foundation for growing in steadiness.
Sarah Haden and Hugh Poulton

FROM THE REGISTERS
St Peter’s - We were delighted in April to welcome Lois and Ryan to St Peter’s for
their wedding; we wish Mr and Mrs Overton a long and happy marriage.
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
KATHARINE HOUSE NOT THE MIDNIGHT WALK SATURDAY 17 JULY 2021
Dust off your glad rags, sprinkle on some
sparkle and join our 6 or 10 mile walk.
Get together with friends and family and
join our summer celebration! We’ve
made changes to keep you safe and
promise the kind of fabulous and fun
event we’ve all been waiting for. Find out
more, and sign up today at
www.khh.org.uk/notmidnight
OPEN GARDENS FOR KATHARINE HOUSE – APRIL 2021 – SUMMER 2022
We have some very generous supporters opening their gardens for us this summer,
if you would like to be involved please head to our website to keep up to date with
our Open Gardens events www.khh.org.uk/gardens
Alternatively you can get in touch via email: getinvolved@khh.org.uk or
Tel.: 01295 816 484
If you would like to visit one of our open gardens please see below for the villages
who have already signed up:
�� Churchill 3 July
�� Hornton village Open Gardens 4 July
�� Middleton Cheney village Open Gardens 18 July
�� South Newington (by appointment only, please read below)
SOUTH NEWINGTON OPEN GARDEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Claire has kindly offered to open her lovely 1.5 acre garden in South Newington by
appointment any time after April 12. She can offer a bespoke package to any
gardening groups interested in a visit but individuals and families are also very
welcome with tea and cakes available at an additional cost. Entry is for a minimum
donation of £5 for adults, children free of charge. Assistance dogs only. Please
email Clare to find out more: Claire_ainley@hotmail.com
DIGITAL MONTHLY NEWSLETTER – KEEP UP TO DATE WITH YOUR HOSPICE
Please sign up to receive our Katharine House digital monthly newsletter, which is
designed to keep you in touch with what's happening at Katherine House Hospice,
including news of our fundraising events and developments at the hospice. Just
head to our website to sign up >> www.khh.org.uk/newsletter
WEEKLY LOTTERY
To support those affected with life-limiting illness, and to be in with a chance of
winning £1000, every week, sign up today at www.khh.org.uk/lottery
Molly Davies, Marketing & Communications Assistant
Fundraising Tel: 01295 816484 | Main: 01295 811866
Email: molly.davies@khh.org.uk

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
After a break of more than 18 months the Garden Club hopefully will re-commence
with the October meeting. This will be a talk by a representative of the Westonbirt
Arboretum titled “The wonders of Westonbirt Arboretum”. Further details will be
included in the August Newsletter. Watch this space!
Everyone, including non-members are welcome to attend any of our meetings.
Happy gardening!
Malcolm Black, Programme Secretary
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Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!
I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!
My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.
I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.
Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com
Fully insured

Observing strict C19 social
distancing

The Waterfowl Sanctuary and Children’s Farm
Wigginton Heath OX15 4LQ
Winter Opening Hours 11.30am – 4.00pm weekdays
10.30am – 4.30pm Saturday and Sunday
Lots of birds and animals to see. Woodland walk with wild birds,
playground and picnic tables. Please bring your own food and drink.
Adults £5.00

Children (aged 1-15) £4.00
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C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
We’re going camping this month! Our
lucky Year 3s and 4s are heading to
Cornbury Park for two days and nights
of sleeping in the woods, cooking over
fire, and learning bush craft. We
normally have a full programme of
school trips, including at least two residential experiences
for each child but all that has been suspended due to
COVID. It’s great to be starting these adventures again.
In other news:
Us: Each term, we have an overarching topic that all age
groups are learning about, in different ways: from Great
Achievements to Great Britain, from Rainforests to
Rebellion. We find sharing a topic across subjects, and
across classrooms, builds excitement and engagement.
This term we’re turning our attention close to home -- our
topic is simply ‘Us’. So, in Science we’re studying the
human body, in Geography we’re looking at our local area,
and in Design & Technology we’re learning how to make
healthy sandwiches and designing t-shirts with selfportraits.
Kingham Lodge Sculpture Trail: For this year’s
exhibition, each of our four classes created a mosaic illustrating one of our school
values, Love, Courage, Truth, and Respect. The mosaics, pictured, will now get a
permanent home in our school’s own ‘Reflection Garden’.
Philosophy Bites: Would you rather be a pet or a wild animal? That’s the sort of
question we’ve been happily chewing over each Wednesday lunchtime, as part of
our new programme introducing children to philosophy in a fun, informal way.
Cricket: Thanks to the national cricket charity Chance to Shine, all our children
enjoyed a lively six-week introduction to the game with a qualified coach.
School tours are suspended at present, but there’s a virtual tour on our website,
https://great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk/, and we’re happy to chat anytime about what
we offer — please call us on 01608 737202. We look forward to hearing from you!
Michelle Hastings, Head teacher

FRIENDS OF GREAT ROLLRIGHT SCHOOL
AUTUMN FAIR - 11 SEPTEMBER 2021
The Friends of Great Rollright School is a charity run by parents which raises vital
funds for our school. After a year of extremely limited fundraising opportunities, we
are joining forces with other village groups to organise an Autumn Fair on 11
September 2021.
We are planning a flower and produce show, village scarecrow trail, bouncy castle,
games, pony rides, stalls, cafe and barbeque. All local gardeners and bakers please
take note! We will publish our show category list and entry form shortly.
We would like to invite local businesses, non-profit groups and any other
person interested in booking a stall, donating a raffle prize or sponsoring
this charity event please email Charlotte at
greatrollrightfriends@gmail.com for further information. Thank you.
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PARISH COUNCIL SNIPPETS
Parish Council: Due to Covid-19 restrictions, legislation was changed to enable
Councils to meet virtually. The Parish Council has been doing this each month and it
has been able to carry on with its monthly meetings. Hook Norton’s Annual Parish
Meeting took place on Thursday 8 April and the Parish Council AGM took place on 6
May. Janeen Wilson was re-elected as Chairman of the Parish Council and Allison
Hicks re-elected as Vice-Chairman. Minutes of all open meetings can be found on the
Hook Norton Parish Council website (hnpc.org.uk).
WANTED: Do you care about your village? Then we need you! Two vacancies exist on
the Parish Council. As a councillor you can become a voice for your community.
Councillors are community leaders and represent the aspirations of the people they
serve. They engage directly with the most local part of the democratic system and are
closest to the public. By standing for your Parish Council you could make a real
difference to your local neighbourhood. Interested? Please email the Parish Clerk
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk to ask for more information.
Contact Us: The Parish Council is responsible for the general upkeep of the village
and making sure that the facilities you use, such as the play area, allotments,
Memorial Hall, cemetery and church grounds are well maintained. It also has new
projects which it is working on, including the creation of wildlife zones, tree planting
and improving access to transport. Councillors are keen to hear from you on these
and similar matters to make sure they are taking your views into account. Come
along to any Parish Council meeting or email the Parish Clerk or any Councillor
directly.
Your Parish Councillors are:
Janeen Wilson Chairman

Allison Hicks, Vice-Chairman

Derek Brotherston

janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk

allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk

derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk

Recreation Group

Cemetery& Allotments Group

Memorial Hall Group

Diana Porter

Nathan Matthews

David Shepherd

diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk

nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk

david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk

Memorial Hall Group

Environment Group

Environment Group

Caroline Gregory (Co-opted)

Richard Noviss (Co-opted)

Bob Mills (Co-opted)

caroline.gregory@hnpc.org.uk

richard.noviss@hnpc.org.uk

bob.mills@hnpc.org.uk

Cemetery & Allotments Group

Recreation Group

Cemetery & Allotments Group

War Memorial Hall: Unfortunately the hall has remained closed since March 2020
due to Covid-19 restrictions. The Parish Council is carrying out an in-depth risk
assessment for future usage and it is hoped that the hall will re-open at the end of
June.
Dog Owners: the Parish Council has provided a number of dog bins in the village.
Please use them to dispose of excrement left by your animal. To report an offence,
visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/193/dogs/391/dog-warden-service Dog owners are
asked to keep their dogs on leads in the cemetery and in the play area.
Litter: Play Area: please do not leave litter the play area. Please use the bins
provided or take your litter home.
County Councillor George Reynolds can be contacted via
george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown is the main contact for Hook Norton, Milcombe,
South Newington and Wigginton. He is your first port of call for any planning or
District Council issues. He can also be contacted via hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Rosemary Watts
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton Parish Council
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Special promotion. A free bottle of
champagne with any tank changeover!!
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDER SCHEME
Coming out of Lockdown
As things ease on our journey out of lockdown, we
should all remain vigilant about our health and
wellbeing as well as that of our neighbours and
family. So, with that in mind our focus in this
month’s update is a reminder of what we need to do to stay safe,
quite simply, nothing changes, what the
government advocates remains the same.
We could go on, but the messages alongside say everything
we need to know and do. Our role as CFR’s has remained the
same throughout, to support the South Central Ambulance
Service in our community. Many of you attended our public
awareness courses, learning how to deliver CPR effectively
and use a Defibrillator. We had to suspend that programme
in the face of the virus. We posted a video on our CFR
Facebook page during the lockdown, it endeavoured to
encourage people to explore the British Heart Foundation
online video which demonstrates these simple skills. Whether
or not you attended one of our courses or not, do take five minutes and visit the
link below to learn a skill that could save a life.
https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/how-to-savea-life/how-to-do-cpr
We will be publishing further information posts,
educational videos and NHS and government updates
regularly.
A brief update on what we have been doing, the Hook
Norton CFR Team attended 31 calls within our area,
(about a five mile radius of Hooky).
We now have a CFR response vehicle permanently based
in Hook Norton. This gives the team more flexibility and a
greater resource to support the community. If you see us in the
village, give us a toot or a wave.
Finally, one of the longest serving members of our team, Ursula
Madel, has decided to stand down to spend more time with
family and enjoy a well earned retirement. Ursula, who many of
you will know, has been and invaluable member of the team and
given many years of service. Ursula was also a nurse within the
NHS specialising in caring for children, in particular those with
special medical needs. We will miss Ursula very much, she has
made a huge contribution not only as a CFR attending and
supporting many patients, but also to the team in particular in
delivering our public awareness training events prior to the
pandemic. I am sure, like us, you will wish her the very best of luck going forward.
Please, everyone stay safe, please follow the rules, yes, they are restrictive but it’s
worth it and will allow us to get back to some normality sooner, if we all pull
together. As a major supermarket says, “every little helps”, it does!
NB: This article was prepared and written in early May 2021 (to meet the publishing
deadline) before stage three of the lockdown exit and easing of restrictions.
Christopher Fry
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BAPTIST BANTER
A Baptist chapel has been standing in Netting Street
since 1720 and the current Georgian chapel was
built on the site of the original in 1774.
Unfortunately, almost 250 years of weathering has
taken its toll on the building and we are faced with a
major project to repair and renovate it.
The quinquennial inspection of 2016 highlighted a
number of issues causing damp and deterioration
that need to be addressed. The church decided that we would take this opportunity
to address the lack of thermal insulation, replace the costly electric heaters and
return the chapel to its original Georgian character, whilst making the building
easier to access for those with mobility issues.
We have spent the last five years surveying, inspecting, analysing all aspects of the
chapel to ensure that we understand the impact of any work being carried out. We
have been blessed with an excellent conservation architect, Peter Preston from
Manifest Design Workshop Ltd., who has advised and guided us through a long, and
sometimes frustrating, process in obtaining permissions and approvals.
As the chapel is Grade II-listed, we have received approval from the Baptist Union’s
Listed Building Advisory Committee, under the Ecclesiastical Exemption. We are
currently applying to Cherwell District Council for approval to reinstate external
doors to the porch as the chapel is in the Conservation Area as, unfortunately, we
have suffered from unwanted visitors causing damage in the porch over recent
months!
The good news is that we are almost there! We are hoping to go to tender this
summer with the work starting soon after. The total cost of this work is over
£320,000 and we have managed to raise over £220,000 so far. We still have some
way to go and are continuing with our fundraising effort, however, if you would like
to make a donation or help in anyway, please do contact me. We will be very
grateful.
We hope to be able to invite the community to come and see the renovated building
early next year when it is expected to be completed. We wish to ensure that the
Baptist chapel is standing in Netting Street for another 250 years whilst making it a
comfortable and sustainable building fit for the 21st century.
We are conscious that this church was “built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.” (Ephesians 2:20) and
pray that will continue to be the case for many years to come.
Every blessing!
Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069, pastor@hookybaptist.org.uk
@HookyPastor

www.hookybaptist.org.uk/

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 Club
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
March £100 M. Powell, £25 E Wilkowski, £25 F King
April £100 C Rose, £25 B Acreman, £25 S Ferguson
Should you wish to own a number in this 100 club please contact
Jane Orchard sjorchard15@gmail.com
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com

Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator, Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial, honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 90 references always supplied
Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 720006
Rowan court, Milton Road, Bloxham, OX15 4HD
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk
www.mullinsdecor.co.uk

PILATES IN SIBFORD

On-line classes and private tuition available
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON VETERINARY GROUP
AWARDED BEST IN OXFORDSHIRE IN BEST UK VET
AWARDS 2021

Hook Norton Veterinary Group has been crowned ‘Best in Oxfordshire’ in the Best
UK Vet 2021 Awards, after achieving the most top-rated client reviews over the past
12 months in this category.
They have also been voted in the Top 25 in the UK. Vet practices across the
UK have been taking part, encouraging pet-owners to leave reviews on
www.VetHelpDirect.com and www.Any-UK-Vet.co.uk .
The award reflects dedication to customer service and outstanding care, with over
100 four and five-star reviews. Comments left by happy clients include: “All of the
vets at Hook Norton are brilliant, knowledgeable, friendly and always happy to
answer my questions. I always feel in good hands and feel supported no matter
what the drama is! I would highly recommend them!”
Unsurprisingly the practice is thrilled with the result and Will Oldham, Practice
Director, commented “We are over the moon to have won this award, and to have
been placed in the top 25 of the UK.
Being an independent veterinary practice, it’s excellent to know that our clients
value the hard work and effort everyone puts in. We strive to offer the
best veterinary care and advice, and we are able to do this because we have such a
wonderful and dedicated team.
From our vets, nurses, front-of-house reception teams, to everyone in
the background working tirelessly to keep the machine moving, they ensure that we
will always be here for our clients and their animals when they need us most.”
The awards organised by VetHelpDirect.com and running for the ninth year, are
based on genuine pet owner reviews of veterinary practices around the United
Kingdom over the last year.
It was our client's reviews that got us the award and we'd like to say a big thank
you to them for leaving a review with us.
Verity Ramus
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CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the
following to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads collars - blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food chews - brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea
treatments - toys - cat carriers etc. PLEASE DO NOT DONATE ITEMS
CONTAINING FEATHERS e.g. pillows or bedding.. Anything you think would
make an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier. Anything not suitable will
be divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and Blue Cross Charity
shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive them.
Thank you to all those who leave anonymous donations on my doorstep, who
I cannot therefore thank in person. Hilary Wiseman, 737374

HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Welcome back! - To both new and returning
members. It is especially good to see any new
members who may have taken up tennis over the past
year as a way to exercise and who have got hooked
on the sport!
Matches - The winter floodlit matches were cancelled because of the lockdown. The
summer matches are under way, and we have 3 teams competing in the Banbury
League.
Junior coaching sessions - Here are the days/times for the Summer Coaching
Programme which will take place from Monday 14 June to Saturday 24 July:
Mondays, 5.30pm-6.30pm - Girls 1 (11-14 year olds)
Tuesdays, 3.30pm-4.00pm - Blue 1 (4-6 year olds)
Tuesdays, 4.00pm-5.00pm - Red 1 (6-8 year olds)
Tuesdays, 5.00pm-6.00pm - Orange 1/Green 1 (8-10 year olds)
Thursdays, 4.30pm-5.30pm - Orange 2/Green 2 (8-10 year olds)
Fridays, 6.00pm-7.00pm - Yellow 1/Yellow 2 (15-18 year olds)
Saturdays, 9.00am-9.30am - Blue 2 (4-6 year olds)
Saturdays, 9.30am-10.30am - Red 2 (6-8 year olds)
Saturdays, 10.30am-11.30am - Orange 3/Green 3 (8-10 year olds)
Saturdays, 11.30am-12.30pm - Yellow 3 (11-14 year olds)
Saturdays, 12.30pm-1.30pm - Yellow 4 (15-18 year olds)
For more information, contact Marc Gilkes at baselinecoaching@outlook.com
Club sessions and court bookings - Courts can be booked via our new website.
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HookNortonTennisClub
Club sessions are also listed there, also Covid-19 guidelines and other useful
information. Use WhatsApp to book on to club sessions.
Events - A fun tournament was held on Saturday in May. Results to be reported in
the next newsletter. A social event is planned for 20 June.
Elaine Priestley

Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 /
baselinecoaching@outlook.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Sue Glasson, 730880,
merrymoons@me.com or see: www.hooknortontennis.com
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LAND TRUST
At a time of
climate
emergency when
many new
housing
developments
lack sustainable
measures, Hook
Norton
Community Land Trust and the people of Hooky have generated an innovative,
community–led project of affordable homes and shared facilities that will have a
positive impact on the environment and be fit for the future.
Membership of HNCLT is now open and costs just £1!
We are thrilled to announce that membership of HNCLT is now open and costs just
£1. As a Community Benefit Society, owned and run by its members, you can join
us by purchasing a £1 share and help to transform the dream of affordable,
sustainable, homes for Hooky into reality. We are delighted that so many people
have already registered interest in the project and by becoming a member you can
contribute to the decision making process and help to shape the future of this
innovative project. Membership is simple and affordable and open to anyone over
the age of 18 who lives or works in the local and wider community and who
supports the aims and ethos of HNCLT.
Details of membership can be found here on our website:
https://www.hooknortonclt.org.uk/join-us
HNCLT will soon be launching a Community Share Offer.
Look out for our Community Share launch later this summer when you will be able
to invest in the Hook Norton Community led homes and shared facilities.
After months of consultation and financial planning we are nearly ready to start the
build. We will be looking to raise £600,000 from community shares to enable us to
put the equity in place to develop the pre-construction phase of the project before
the build of the homes and communal building can begin.
We will be holding a webinar to introduce and explain how community shares work
and how to invest in them. Details will be announced on our website and social
media soon. https://www.hooknortonclt.org.uk
Research by the University of Cambridge found that the main reasons people buy
community shares are to use their money to invest in projects that have a positive
social and environmental effect in their community.
Our share offer will be regulated by The Community Shares Standards Mark which
is awarded to community benefit societies whose share offers meet national
standards of good practice. https://communityshares.org.uk/community-sharesstandard-mark
If you choose to invest in HNCLT you will be helping to create the first community
led, environmentally sustainable homes that are permanently affordable to people
with a local connection to Hook Norton.
To find out more about the project, view the designs, become a member or register
as a volunteer, please check out our website: https://www.hooknortonclt.org.uk
To contact us please drop us a line at : hello@hooknortonclt.org.uk
Cathy Ryan, Chair, Hook Norton Community Land Trust.
Catherine.ryan@hooknortonclt.org.uk
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HOOK NORTON GIRLGUIDING
I would like to introduce myself as the 1st Hook Norton Girl
Guide Leader in training.
I was initially approached by Julie Wood in late August of
last year and I felt extremely honoured to be asked to fill
such an important role.
I have since been working hard to complete my qualification and also working with
Sue Monelle to get a plan in place for the girls to start back on 17 May with 7
sessions to follow.
As we are all aware, the pandemic has impacted greatly on our relationships and
social interaction with our families, friends and also our learning/schooling. In
many cases almost depriving children of their normal childhood and all of the
exciting opportunities that has to offer.
So, with that in mind, our focus is to make up for the year - create a safe open
space, build confidence and mental wellbeing and to embark on new exciting
adventures.
We have booked stand up paddle boarding, climbing, walking and camp site
activities.
This is all in keeping with working towards their badges, but also, importantly, to
get outdoors, create those talking spaces and to have fun.
We are very excited about this terms plans and with more to follow, hopefully
welcoming some new members along the way
Heather Sharp, 1st Hook NortonGuides, swerevalleydc@gmail.com
Hook Norton Rangers - Girlguiding for girls aged 14 18
Rangers took the plunge and started meeting on Zoom back
in March and it's been wonderful. We've said goodbye to
Katie temporarily and wish her well on maternity leave and
Alissa has joined us. We've become specialists in mug snacks
but we've also done crafts and played games. Hopefully we'll be back in person
soon. We're always happy to welcome new Rangers too.
Becca and Alissa, Hook Norton Rangers
We have a Rainbows unit that needs adult helpers.
Rainbows is for all girls aged 5-7. We give girls their own
space, a voice and change as the lives of girls change.
If you are interested please visit:
www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/
Julie Wood, on behalf of Hook Norton Girlguiding, swerevalleydc@gmail.com

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Our 2020/21 season has now concluded following our AGM last month and a talk by
Paul Clark about the historic buildings of the village. The committee made the
decision last year to obtain a Zoom account which enabled us to provide a full
programme of speakers for our members.
The speakers for next season have been booked and we very much hope that
restrictions will indeed have been lifted and that we can meet again in person from
September onwards.
If you would like more information about the group please contact me.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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HOOK NORTON SENIOR FOOTBALL
Before I recap the season, some sad news. Jason
Corley, joint first team manager has decided to step
down from the team for personal reasons. Jason was
an integral part of the team and has been with us from
the start of the rebuild. His tactical knowledge has
enabled us to gain 2 successive promotions and take
home the Supplementary cup in his first season. We
wish Jason all the best for the future and thank him for
all his hard work. Paul Tanner will continue to lead the
team in his role as now sole manager.
We come to the end of another season and again we
fail to finish due to COVID-19. The season was null and voided. At the time of the
suspension, Hooky Firsts were top of the league. Played 9 and won 9. We were
looking extremely good. The reserves were in a very similar position. Unbeaten in
the league.
The season was cancelled due to government guidance and a mini tournament was
put in place to give players some sort of action.
The first team were placed in a pot with Premier League teams and after a fairly
encouraging start, we failed to qualify for the semi-finals and came away empty
handed. This is all a learning curve for the lads, playing much higher quality
opponents.
The reserve team did slightly better, winning all their games and finishing top of
their group, but unfortunately lost 3-1 in the semi-final to Bampton United.
We now play a waiting game to see what happens with league positions next
season, and we hope that when the season restarts again we can finally have
spectators back at the Bourne and a fully functioning bar. We’ve missed you all!
Thank you to everyone involved at the club, and the supporters who followed us
throughout this and every other season.
See you in the summer,
Chris Tate-Davies, Chairman, Hook Norton Football Club

HOOK NORTON PLAYGROUP
Well, we have survived the oddest year ever and come out the other side.
Hopefully wiser, kinder and with a new look on what's important to us all. We've
made some changes because of Covid-19 which we are keeping and some we
definitely can't wait to see the back of. If you have already enquired about a place
for September please make sure we have your registration forms before the
summer holidays to guarantee a place. We have a waiting list for January, so
again, please make sure you contact us to register your child's name. We take
children from the age of 2yrs and accept the funding for 2 and 3yr olds and the
30hrs. For more information about funding please go
to www.childcarechoices.co.uk.
From this September we will be including children from school in our breakfast and
out of school clubs. We will be open from 7.30am - 6pm and charge per quarter hour,
monthly, for the time you use. No need to book in advance but if you are interested
or need more information please don't hesitate to contact us on 01608 730560.
Here's to a great summer getting to re-know all the friends and family we have
missed and if you need childcare during the holidays we are open as usual.
Julie

53

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

Watts-Canine
Stockists of:- CSJ Natural Dog and Cat Food, Herbal
Supplements & Treats, Cortaflex for Human and Canine.
My name is Kim Watts recently based in Hooky and due to my
competitive dogs chose to become a stockist for CSJ for the
last 16 years due to the excellent quality and price for their
many different types of natural dry kibble.
Call/text me for any advice on our products & free trial samples
07967 375234 Email:- kim@wattsagility.com
www.watts-canine.webs.com & www.csjk9.com
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HOOK NORTON CLASSICS

Meet dates 2021...

CLASSIC CAR - BIKE - SCOOTER & VEHICLE MEET

Sunday 11 July

Sunday 27 June

Sunday 8 August
By way of an update, we are planning to restart our monthly
Sunday 12 September
meets at the brewery from Sunday 27th June 2021, (10am
Sunday 10 October
through to 1pm lunchtime). Then all being well, realign with
our normal second Sunday of the month get-togethers from
July onwards through to and including October.
We will be following all the recommended guidance on virus control suitable at the
time. Providing the control of the virus and Boris's road map of Covid19 recovery
stays on track, we will follow the dates set out above.
PLEASE COME ALONG IN OR ON YOUR TRUSTY CLASSIC.
IT’S A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO MEET, CHAT & DISCUSS ALL THINGS
CLASSIC & VINTAGE.
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK HOOK NORTON CLASSICS WEB SITE
WWW.HOOKNORTONCLASSICS.COM
EVENT ORGANISERS: Bryan, 07929726049 & Rob, 07805448841

FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hi Hooky. By the time you read this, hopefully the wind will have
warmed and normality will be almost resumed. Also, by the
distribution date, after a false start, Rosie will have completed
her 12 weeks of volunteering, with me, for her Duke of Edinburgh
Award, for an hour on Saturday mornings. She’s been a joy to
have alongside. I know many of you have seen her out and about
in her high-vis tabard, and have appreciated her efforts.
It is a sad fact that I very rarely look up. I’m usually scanning the ground for the
next discarded cigarette butt, or some remnant from a windy bin day, to be
removed so that our streets remain pleasant places to walk or stop for a friendly
exchange. But, just occasionally, I remember to raise my eyes and fully appreciate
the wonder of this beautiful village that we are all so very privileged to
inhabit. Today, as I walked my dogs, I took in the springtime glory of the trees in
blossom, and the ever-pleasing uniqueness of many of the properties that make
Hooky so special. One can easily become complacent and take one’s surroundings
for granted, but this last 14 months has, I’m sure, made many of us realise just
how very blessed we are to live here, rather than in a more confined and restrictive
environment. I’ve also noticed how many public areas of the village are dappled
with a palette of springtime colour; plantings, from over the years, of folk who
wished to enhance those random green areas we often pass without a glance. It
really is wonderful how many people take pride in our village. Only recently, did I
meet Chris, Morgan and Evan, bin bags and pick-up sticks in hand, having just
litter-picked the perimeter of the Sports and Social Club grounds, following the
reduction of the hedge, there. It seems, they also walk the lanes beyond the
boundary gates, picking as they go. Great work, gentlemen; thank you! I know
that there are many more unsung heroes, who contribute, in their own way, to
making this such a pleasant place to live.
So, I encourage everyone to take pride in their surroundings to help to make Hooky
the envy of the Shires.
And remember, if you’ve lost it in Hooky, I may have found it. It’s always worth
contacting me, just in case. See you around.
Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718
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NEWS FROM THE RECTOR
Since reopening for Sunday services just before Easter we
continue with our usual pattern of an early 8am Holy
Communion, [Traditional – BCP], on the first Sunday of
the month, Holy Communion is at 10am on the second and
fourth Sundays of the month and Morning Worship
Services on the first and third Sundays of the month. This
month there is also a Holy Communion for Trinity Sunday
on 30 May, at 10am. 10am Wednesday services of Holy
Communion, [Traditional – BCP], have begun again from
19 May.
You are welcome to come to any service at St Peter’s or to
any service in our other village churches. Details of our
services around the benefice and how to book a place can
be found in our benefice notice sheet in the church porch and on our website:
hooknortonbenefice.org.uk.
In April we held special services for Holy Week and Easter - a Maundy Thursday
service with a tasty take-away Passover Meal provided by Janet Collins, a Good
Friday service – ‘At the Foot of the Cross’ in which a small choir and organist
provided beautiful moments of reflection, and two services of celebration and praise
at St Peter’s for Easter Day. The church was beautifully decorated with flowers and
paintings. We held a service on Ascension Day, and another on Pentecost Sunday
when we remembered how the Holy Spirit came upon the early church. We prayed
for the Holy Spirit to be God’s grace, comfort, peace and blessing for our friends
and family and for the community of Hook Norton. And we have marked the loving
ministry of Jan Hughes and the faithful ministry of our church treasurer, Hillary
Fraser. Both of these have stepped down from their official roles.
Does the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus intrigue you? We hope to run
meetings for anyone who wishes to find out more about what Christians believe. If
you might like to take part please make contact with myself or Janet Collins, or
Keith or Helga Disney.
If attending a Sunday service is not for you then do look out for our monthly videos
of services recorded either at St Peter’s or from one of our other village churches,
and for our midweek short services of Morning Worship recorded on a Thursday
morning. These are placed on the St Peter’s Hook Norton Facebook Page. We are
indebted to Kevin Hope for his recordings of our Sunday worship. We would like to
record more often. Can you come to record a service for us? If so, please speak to
our warden - Mark Taylor. We have recording equipment but need assistance on the
day. We only record those helping to lead in the service – our videos never show
those in the congregation.
Thanks to all who run and support our fundraising events. More recently we have
held a very successful Garage Sale and our third St Peter’s Quiz Night.
Upcoming Events to look forward to:
17 July, Saturday, Strawberry Teas
8 August, Sunday, piano concert and
4 September, Saturday, Hook Norton Open Gardens Day.
Even though we are on the road-map out of lock-down there will be many personal
ongoing needs and if we can help anyone in any way then please don’t hesitate to
ring me or call at the Rectory.
Revd Janet Faull, rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk, 01608 737223
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HOOK NORTON BREWERY SHIRE HORSES
BACK DELIVERING BEER
The Oxfordshire roads around Hook Norton will once again
ring out to the sound of the heavy footfall of the Shire horse
this week as the brewery re-started its horse-drawn deliveries
in April.
Due to the various lockdown restrictions, it has been almost 2
years since Commander and Lucas visited the local pubs in
the area, delivering Hook Norton Brewery’s award winning
ales (and to get their pint of beer!), but now they are back
and ready to go under the new whip of professional
Coachman Nicholas Carter and groom Sarah Nash. As one of
only three breweries in the U.K still using the Shire horse for
deliveries, Hook Norton Brewery is proud to be able to get the boys back to work.
Managing Director James Clarke says, “We have a new team here and we are pleased
that the boys are fit and ready to go back to work after the easing of the lockdown
restrictions.”
The Hook Norton Shire Horses can be seen out on their duties every week in Hook
Norton and daily in the brewery stables. The brewery is also pleased to announce it is
opening a small museum space within the stable block, dedicated to the history of
working Shire horses and their history here at the brewery. This can be seen on each of
the Brewery tours bookable through the Visitor Centre, which recommenced on Monday
12th April.
Mark Graham, Hook Norton Brewery

WILDLIFE NOTES
Unusually for the UK April was one of the driest months on record, however, that seemed
to have ended by early May when it felt that we had had all four seasons in one day.
However, the weather conditions have not deterred some of my usual correspondents
telling me about their observations. Tim Burchell noticed some swallows flying overhead
in April and swifts have recently been seen as well. Let’s hope that this bodes well for a
good summer. Certainly birdsong both early in the morning and early evening seems to
have been more prolific than in previous years.
Several villagers, including Jill Burger, have seen woodpeckers in their garden or close
by. Whilst not related to Hooky I read on an online neighbourhood website that two long
eared owls had been seen in a Bloxham garden. I wonder if they
will venture here. I have not heard the tawny owls recently.
However, I have not been out walking so early in the morning as
we no longer have our dog.
Phyl Barton had some large fly bees in her garden. They are very
strange looking with a furry body and patterned wings. Its long
proboscis is used for drinking nectar. It is fairly widespread in the
UK and is totally harmless. The accompanying photo is not Phyl’s
but obtained online.
Finally, Terry Swainbank has been out and
about recording various wild flowers some of
which are rarer than others. The enclosed photo is of a yellow
monkswort which is a plant of American origin. Whilst it is quite
widespread in Britain it is very uncommon in this area. Hook Norton
is now only the second location for it within Oxfordshire.
As usual please send me details of your sightings and observations.
Photos more than welcome.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Sewing for you
Frances Williams
Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making
& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297 Mobile: 07964 691274
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THE NEWSLETTER NEEDS HELP (ADS EDITOR)
After sterling service to the
newsletter team since 2017 our
advertising editor Rod has decided to
step back from the role, so there’s an
opportunity for someone to get
involved and help us out.

YOUR AD HERE!

The role involves communicating with
existing and new advertisers; offering
common sense advice about the content/layout of the ads; sending
out invoices (only once a year for 80% of our advertisers); and
managing payments (also mainly once per year). This is not an
onerous or hugely time-consuming role and does not require any
high-pressure ‘selling’ or previous experience of advertising. You just
need to be comfortable processing e-mails with attachments,
managing a simple accounting package (Brightbooks in our case), and
enjoying helping people. As they say: full training will be given!
He'll be a hard act to follow but if you’d like to have a go at being
advertising editor please contact me at kmccormick50@hotmail.co.uk.
John McCormick

Great hair
without the
frizz

We at Salon2 are adhering to
Government guidelines to keep
both you and ourselves as safe
as possible, we constantly have
updates from the National
Hairdressers and Beauty
Federation. This does mean
everything takes a bit longer.
Thank you to everyone who have
been so positive with the way we
are doing things.
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