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Try Bridge for free
Come and make new friends at Kings Sutton
Bridge Club
Free taster session is on Thursday December 16th
from 2.00 to 4.00. Then you may choose to join the bridge course proper
at the beginning of the term in January
We’re at the Memorial Hall, Kings Sutton, Banbury OX17 3PG.
More details and booking on our website:
www.bridgewebs.com/kingssutton Or call Ken Langdon on 07850 616069
(Booking desirable but not necessary)
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FROM THE EDITORS
On behalf of the editorial team we
would like to welcome and introduce
you to Val Welch, who has taken up
the mantle of advertising editor.
Those of our readers who advertise
with us regularly will be hearing from
Val soon, if you haven’t already.
Any queries, new or one off requests
for advertising can be made direct to
Val via our advertising email address
to the right.
Please also see the item about next
year’s Directory of Services.
We’ve had no snow, or even a very
hard frost at the time of writing this,
but it’s certainly getting crisp out
there!
Wrap up warm while out viewing the
village Advent windows this year,
starting on 1 December until
Christmas Eve and staying lit until
New Year’s Eve, when possible.

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising
Val Welch
advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Page Layout
John McCormick
Copy Editors
Deborah & John Weaver 737791
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Distribution
Richard Thomson 07860 166532
Proofreading
Kerrie McCormick
Directory
Diana Barber
07969 011237
bar4ber@gmail.com

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)
SIZE
MONO
COLOUR
Third Page
£15/12.50*
£25/22.50*
Half Page
£20/17.50*
£35/32.50*
Full Page
£35/32.50*
£70/65*
* price per issue for annual subscription
Donations can be emailed to our copy editor
mailbox or put in our postbox in the village shop.

NEX T ISSUE: FEBRUARY
COPY DATE: FRI 14 JANUARY

The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.

Find us on the web at
www.hook-norton.org.uk/villagenewsletter

There is a double page centre pull out
of the lighting up schedule for ease of reference and if you are out viewing.
Last year, the whole route, (not in lighting up order), covered about three miles and
we really enjoyed seeing them all on one very cold, bright and starry night, along
with a lot of other families doing the same thing.
Do get the walking boots on and have a look. There’s a huge amount of creativity
and effort put into it.
We’d also like to say thank you to Carol and Bob Mills for the front page photo of the
Womens Tour cycle race.
The Womens Tour came through the village twice on 4 October and there were
many supporters out and about. (And it stayed dry!)
With best wishes to everyone for a healthy and very happy Christmas and New Year.
Deborah and John Weaver 737791, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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ST PETER’S CHURCH CRAFT FAIR & GRAND DRAW 2021
The long awaited 25th anniversary Craft Fair & Grand
Draw took place in St Peter’s on Saturday, 6 November.
Having had to cancel the event due to Covid-19 in 2020
we were so looking forward to hosting this lovely event
but wondered if the crowds would come as usual. We
need not have worried; well over 1000 people came
through the door throughout the day, (thankfully not all
at once!), with so very many from the wonderfully
supportive local Hooky community, as well as folk from
much further afield.
As always the special atmosphere that prevails at this
event was evident as folk caught up with one another,
shopped enthusiastically from the wonderful variety of
crafts , watched artists at work and enjoyed the fabulous
refreshments (special thanks to all our wonderful bakers).
The buzz was just brilliant!
The fabulous Grand Draw with over 80 prizes this year was once again a huge
success, with the first prize of £150 (generously given by Nigel Matthews Plant Hire),
going to a local lady who was delighted at her win. Our grateful thanks also go to
Thomas Franks & Co, Hook Norton Brewery, King & Woolley Estate Agents, and the
many other businesses and individuals who kindly sponsored or provided prizes.
Our heartfelt thanks also go to the many folk who helped in so many ways to make
it possible for this lovely event to happen; with your help and support we raised a
truly amazing £8,172 – thank you, and bless you all.
Jan Hughes and Becky Cooke
Advance notice! Remember, remember the 5th of November – the date of
Craft Fair & Grand Draw 2022!

HOOKY NEIGHBOURS
As the festive season starts Hooky Neighbours is working
hard to add a little sparkle into the life of some of the older
members of Hooky and as always we ask if you have the
time please join our WhatsApp volunteer group. We continue
to help people get to their appointments, offer support when
situations change and of course there is our Shopping Mini
Bus.
But we do not stop developing new projects and now that
our Mini Bus is starting to take shape we are starting a project to help some older
members of the village to access the internet with iPads. We are looking for help
with this, someone to be on hand to help guide and answer questions for a new
explorer of the internet. Ideally this would be someone young and for whom the
internet is second nature - a teenager who would like to work with people in their
future career. Please let us know if you or someone you know would like to help.
We would also like to ask - Do you know of anyone you think should be on our
radar? Someone that struggles to leave their house, their family live a long way
away or someone whose situation has changed suddenly. Let us know and we can
check in with them to let them know what we can do to support them if they wish.
Thank you as always to our wonderful volunteers.
Hooky Neighbours, 07930 48392 or email Hookyneighbours01@gmail.com
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THE GATE INN, HOOK NORTON - THE BEGINNING.

Situated on a cross-roads on what was described as the main road from South Wales to
Banbury, the pub now known as The Gate Hangs High was completed in 1832.
In a prime position to attract passing trade from all directions, 'The Gate' has also been
described as an old drover's inn. This was because Welsh drovers would drive their
animals from Wales to Banbury market along the main road and the inn was an ideal
spot for them to stop and refresh with the ale brewed on site. It is said that an
enterprising local cobbler was on hand at the inn to repair their worn boots and clogs as
well. Apparently the Hooky folk had great difficulty in understanding their Welsh dialect!
It was first occupied by farmer and innkeeper William Luckett then upon his death in
1849 his son, also William, took over. He retired in 1888 and the business complete with
brew house came up for auction at the Bell pub that October. Described then as a fullylicensed, freehold public house, it came with outbuildings consisting of a brew-house
with two furnaces, granary, coal-house, stabling for four horses, a loft-over barn, pigsties, waggon, cow, and open sheds in an enclosed farm and rick-yards. There were also
two orchards and a garden near to or adjoining the above. The house and buildings were
substantially stone and brick-built and slated, with the exception of a small portion which
was thatched. There was a reliable supply of pure water, brought by pipes from a spring
near at hand. The orchards were described as rich feeding land, well stocked with
thriving young fruit trees in full bearing. The Inn was purchased by John Harris & Co
(later Hook Norton Brewery Ltd) and taken over by them in November 1888.
Throughout this early period, records refer to the pub simply as the Gate Inn. Apparently,
there used to be a gate across the Sibford Road at this time. It is suggested that this name
originated from that. However when the business was up for sale in 1888 the local paper
described it as The Hanging Gate. Perhaps there was a small hanging gate as a pub sign
then? It would appear that the name Gate Hangs High came later on.
James Tobin, (Thanks to Bruce Smith - 'Local drove roads')

THANK YOU TO THE GATE HANGS HIGH TEAM
We recently celebrated the life of our son Jeremy at The Gate Hangs High. We chose
the location as he grew up in Hook Norton and we wanted somewhere for all his family,
friends and colleagues to have a chance to celebrate his life together.
The team at the Gate were fantastic in every way. They helped us plan the event,
advising on timings and what food to serve and the friendly staff made sure everyone
was well provided for.
Jeremy would have been very pleased to see everyone, it was a fantastic turn out
from both near and far and the Gate team helped us to remember Jeremy and happy
times.
On behalf of all Jeremy’s family we would like to give our heartfelt thanks to them.
Alan & Julia Swift

7

Special promotion. A free bottle of
champagne with any tank changeover!!
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GRANNY IN THE SKY WITH DIAMONDS
What a swim. What a day, and indeed an experience I hope I will never forget.
My son James, who had come over from Ireland, my daughter Victoria and family,
and Emma who helped me throughout the procedure, were all invited to join me for
'The Swim'. What a wonderful family fun occasion in
such an unusual venue!
We were collected from Hooky at 7am, on a grey drizzly
morning and 2 hours later we found ourselves, 10
storeys above ground level, in the warm water of the
acrylic London's Sky Pool. What bliss. The view of the
'cutting edge' architecture of the surrounding high rise
buildings, such as the nearby American Embassy, was
very interesting indeed.
The pool is normally for the exclusive use of the
residents in the adjoining apartments. However, the
amenity was closed for 2 hours while I swam. During
that time, the staff couldn't have done enough to make
sure we all had a wonderful time. We were all treated
with such care and kindness. I was amazed to find that,
as I approached the far end of the pool, a button was
pressed and the stairs were totally retracted,
underneath and out of sight, so that I, (swimming on
my back), didn't hit my head on them. What an
engineering feat!
I feel very privileged to have been able to swim up
there in that pool, to have such fun with my family and
friend, and 'above all', (excuse the pun), to be able to
donate over £9000 to the Multiple Sclerosis society. What more could an old girl ask
for? I can hardly believe I got up there and did what I said I would do!
I would like to send a big and very sincere 'Thank You' to all the very kind and
generous folk, who donated to my Just giving account. Best wishes to everyone.
Patricia aka ‘Granny in the sky with diamonds'

FREE SHOPPING MINIBUS - FRIDAYS AT 10.30
CHIPPING NORTON & BANBURY
Suitable for those who don't drive or who have some difficulty getting around
Run by a professional bus company (Oxfordshire Comet)
A friendly Hooky Neighbours volunteer to help with shopping and getting
on/off in/out
CONTACT HOOKY NEIGHBOURS
Telephone 07930 483927 or 07967 366396 or email paullewiscann@gmail.com
to find out more or book a place.
��
��
��
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BECOMING A GOVERNOR AT HOOK NORTON C.E.
CONTROLLED PRIMARY SCHOOL
Hook Norton School has a long and successful history of providing high quality
education for local families. The school is rated ‘good’ by Ofsted and diocesan
inspectors. The governing body works hard with the Head teacher and staff to
continually improve the school, but we are always on the ‘look-out’ for enthusiastic
and committed individuals who can join us to help us on our journey to improve still
further. Are you interested in helping…? We are looking to recruit 2 governors to
join us.
What sort of person can become a school governor?
You need no special qualifications beyond having an interest in education and a
passion for improving things for our children and our current governors come from
wide ranging backgrounds. If you have an interest or background in finance, IT,
PR/marketing or human resources this would be of even greater benefit to the
governing body.
What do governors do?
Governors are at the heart of how a school operates. How they do their job affects
the interests of pupils, staff and the reputation of the school in the community.
Governors support and challenge the head teacher by gathering views, asking
questions and discussing what's best for the school. They are not there to rubber
stamp decisions. They have to be prepared to give and take advice and must be
loyal to decisions taken by the governing body as a whole.
The Governing Body:
�� Is accountable for the performance of the school to parents and the wider
community.
�� Plans the school's future direction.
�� Selects the head teacher.
�� Makes decisions on the school's budget and staffing including the performance
management policy.
�� Checks that the agreed Curriculum is well taught.
�� Decides how the school can encourage pupils' spiritual, moral and cultural
development.
�� Ensures the school provides for all pupils including those with special needs.
How much time does it take to be a governor?
You will need to have enough time to commit to attending governor meetings on a
regular basis. Individual circumstances vary, but in order to work effectively as a
governor it is likely you will need to commit between 20 and 30 hours a year.
What do you get in return?
You will have the opportunity to share your own skills and talents with a group of
people who are all committed to helping their local school improve. There is access
to free training to support you as you develop your knowledge of governance and
most of all the satisfaction of knowing you will be making a significant contribution
to the life chances of the young people of Hook Norton.
If you are interested in joining us please contact me, as below, or you can
contact the school office.
Further information about the school including the governing body can be
found on the school website www.hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk.
Joe Williams, Chair, joe@villageshophooky.co.uk
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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A PRESENT CONCERN? - DON’T JUST WALK AWAY!
People keep asking anxiously, where can I get directions about
walking round and about Hook Norton?
The answer is easy: wherever the following publications are on
sale!
Hook Norton Footpaths: 8 Circular Walks from the Village,
£4.
Available at the library, the shop and the Brewery Visitor Centre,
for £4.
Hook Norton Village Trail (revised, 2017)
Available as above, as long as stocks last!
Mappa Hooky: 2020 Map of the Village and Parish of Hook
Norton, £5.
Available as above, and from local societies.

HOOKY BOOKY 2021
A small group of local residents decided last
year to read all the novels in the Booker
shortlist over 6 weeks then met and decided
which novel they thought most deserving.
They then sent a certificate and awarded a
prize of a pint of beer to the author a few days
before the more publicised award in London by
the other jury. This process was repeated this
year and the more formal panel agreed with
Hooky Booky and awarded the prize to Damon
Galgut for his novel “The Promise”. He was
very happy to come to the village to receive
his prize and a trip around the brewery with some members of the local readers.
If you would like to join the Hooky Booky panel for 2022 please contact me.
Kimberly Safford, k.safford@btinternet.com

HOOKY SINGERS
CHRISTMAS CAROLS 15 DECEMBER
Weather permitting, Hooky Singers hope to be out and
about, with our festive lanterns, singing Christmas carols
on 15 December.
We are starting at the Primary School at 7.30pm, singing a carol or two at
Scholars Gate and The Bourne Lane Estate before walking down Bourne
Lane and Queen Street to The Sun for around 8-8.15pm, where we will
spend some time singing.
Please join us for festive carols.
If the weather on the 15 is too bad to sing outside then we will try again on
22 December!
To all our members and everyone in the village
‘We wish you a Merry Christmas
We wish you a Merry Christmas
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.’
Deborah Weaver, sing@hookysingers.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
Hook Norton Cricket club AGM will take place on 15 December 2021
at the Sports and Social club at 7pm. All members are welcome. Our
longstanding chairman Rob Webb will be standing down at the
meeting after years of stalwart service: hopefully though we will still
see him next season. There are two teams from the club playing
indoor cricket this winter: one of them recently defended their crown as Oxfordshire
champions and will go forward to a regional round to be held at Edgbaston in March
next.
Julia Ingham

STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Still very restricted in our outings, I have been beset by pantomime thoughts; Oh
yes I have! So what about this play, transferring from the National to the Duke of
York theatre? ‘The ocean at the end of the lane’, based on a novel by Neil Gaiman,
is a dynamic and quirky stage spectacular, with hair-raising monsters – gargantuan
spiders that hiss and lunge across the stage and, for the 12-year old boy who
encounters them, they exist in his own everyday rural England.
There is more time to sample a favourite, now on stage, ‘Life of Pi’.
Once again, there must be great dexterity on stage as Pi and his animal companions
in the lifeboat are portrayed. This is showing at Wyndhams and runs to 9 January.
A new play by James Graham opens at the Young Vic on 3 December through to 22
January, ‘Best of Enemies’. This play moves the political scene to the U.S.
(Remember his ‘This House’). It is 1968, and whilst two men fight to become the
next president, we observe a battle between the cunningly conservative Wm. F.
Buckley and the iconoclastic liberal, Gore Vidal. We are warned it is strong on
themes that beset us today.
Having been thwarted in seeing ‘Comedy of Errors’ I hope ‘Much Ado About
Nothing’, opening at Stratford on 4 February, will provide my Shakespeare fix.
A final theatrical extravaganza comes from the Rise & Shine Theatre on tour. Based
on Jules Verne’s ‘Around the World in 80 Days’, it is knock about adventure, full of
mishaps, tomfoolery and lashings of comedy. Running at the Cheltenham Playhouse
on 12-15 January there are other venues throughout December & January
The Royal Academy continues with its unseasonal summer exhibition, (to 2 January)
and the ‘Late Constable’, (to 13 February). At Tate Britain there is a fascinating
exhibition titled ‘Hogarth & Europe’ which gives a vivid vision of a changing c18th
through the works of Hogarth and his European contemporaries, (to 20 March).
There is also a collection of Stanley Spencer works, spanning the time from a
student to his large scale religious paintings, realistic landscapes and portraits that
he made much later in his life, (to 3 January).
Finally at the National Gallery we are given an insight into the classical world of
gods and mortals with revelry, dance and drama in the works of Poussin, (to 2
January).
To end I can do no better than recommend Chipping Norton Choral Society’s
concert on 18 December, at St Mary’s church Chipping Norton, Benjamin Britten’s
‘St Nicolas’ & excerpts from Handel’s Messiah. Seasonal good wishes to you all!
John Wheatley
Copy Editors’ Note: There is currently lots happening at Compton Verney, including
two exhibitions for the price of one. The work of Grinling Gibbons, arguably the
greatest wood carver in British history, until 30 January 2022 and John Nash: The
Landscape of Love and Solace, until 23 January 2022. Check it out at
https://www.comptonverney.org.uk/
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BAPTIST BANTER
Another season is upon us as the nights are drawing in and
God is creating a beautiful landscape of autumn colours for
us to enjoy. I have to admit that I am not a fan of picking
up the fallen leaves from the lawn, but it is a small price to
pay!
We enjoyed meeting the ‘Trick or Treat’ ers on Halloween as
we served them with hot chocolate and gave them some goody bags. We don’t
celebrate the secularised activities of All Hallows Eve but do use the opportunity to
meet and serve all the children and parents that are out and about that evening!
Now that the harvest is in and we have remembered the fallen on Remembrance
Day, our thoughts turn to the approaching Christmas festivities with plans to visit
family and friends and praying that we do not have to enter into another Covid-19
lockdown. It is a time of preparation for what is to come.
The season of Advent is all about the preparation of Christ’s coming to the world,
the name is derived from the Latin word ‘advenire’ – ‘ad’ – to, ‘venire’ – come, and
is usually used to signify the coming of a notable person
or thing. The Sunday morning services throughout
Advent will focus on different aspects of the Christmas
story and how we can prepare for His Second Coming.
We are already planning our Christmas services and
carol singing, and even venturing into next year’s plans!
One significant event next year will be the renovation of
our Georgian chapel. This has been in the planning and
fundraising for the last five years and we are just about
ready to go out to tender. We are really excited on how
this lovely building will be restored and improved to make access easier for
everyone and to provide a warm and comfortable environment. We do hope that
you will come and visit it when it is completed next autumn.
Meanwhile, we will be moving our church services into the Baptist Hall which will
bring about opportunities to do some things differently! Check our website for
further details.
As this will be the last newsletter of the year, I wish you and your loved ones a
peaceful and healthy Christmas!
@HookyPastor www.hookybaptist.org.uk/
Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069,

pastor@hookybaptist.org.uk

POP-UP MARKET – ST PETER’S CHURCH
Saturday 15 January 9.30am – 12.30pm
Alongside Font Café – Bacon butties, variety of stalls and
produce.
All welcome! Free entry.
Proceeds to St Peter’s.
Like a stall and more information? Please contact
Angel Powell, angelmrpowell@gmail.com, 01608 730512
Jane Orchard, sjorchard15@gmail.com, 01608 737634
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JS Golf
____@tadmartongolfclub____
Coaching, Retail, Custom Fitting
Great gift ideas now in stock
01608 730047
Email:
golfopsmanager@tadmartongolf.com
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Contact us - The Parish Council is responsible for the general upkeep of the village
and making sure that the facilities you use, such as the play area, allotments,
Memorial Hall, cemetery and church grounds are well maintained.
It also has new projects which it is working on, including the creation of wildlife
zones, tree planting and improving access to transport.
Councillors are keen to hear from you on these and similar matters to make sure
they are taking your views into account. Come along to any Parish Council meeting
or email the Parish Clerk or any Councillor directly.
The Parish Council also has its own website at https://hnpc.org.uk/ for more
information.
Wanted - Do you care about your village? Then we need you! A vacancy exists on
the Parish Council.
As a councillor you can become a voice for your community. They engage directly
with the most local part of the democratic system and are closest to the public.
Interested? Please email the Parish Clerk rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk to ask for
more information.
Parish Warden - The Parish Council is pleased to welcome Laura Wyatt as the new
part time Parish Warden for Hook Norton. Her duties include keeping the village
clean and tidy, inspecting sites as requested by the Parish Council, inspecting the
playground, proactively reporting problems to the Parish Council and monitoring the
Memorial Hall.
If you spot any Parish Council related issues around the village please let Laura
know on warden@hnpc.org.uk or leave a message on her work mobile number
07496 414024. Please note that this is not a full-time or on-call role and Laura will
only be able respond to queries when on duty as Parish Warden.
Thank you - Councillors would like to express their gratitude to Nigel Matthews for
his hard work and the many sacrifices he has made over the years in providing 35
years of exceptional service to Hook Norton Fire Service. Councillors are sure that
this is an inspiration to many people in the village.
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations - These will take place during 2-6 June 2022.
Residents are invited to put forward ideas to the Parish Council for making the
Platinum Celebrations a weekend to remember.
Your Parish Councillors
Janeen Wilson, Chair
janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation
Bob Mills (Co-opted)
bob.mills@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and Allotments
Nathan Matthews
nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk
Environment
Jessica Binnie (Co-opted)
jessica.binnie@hnpc.org.uk
War Memorial Hall

Allison Hicks, Vice-Chairman
allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation
Caroline Gregory (Co-opted)
caroline.gregory@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and Allotments
Diana Porter
diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and Allotments

Derek Brotherston
derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.ukWar
War Memorial Hall
Richard Noviss (Co-opted)
richard.noviss@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation and Environment
David Shepherd
david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk
Environment

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
Every Friday we have a celebration assembly in school where staff
can select children who have gone above and beyond to receive an
achievement certificate. The assembly is so much fun and the look
on the children’s faces when their name is called is
priceless. Certificates could be for all manner of reasons, such as an
excellent piece of work, an improvement of some sort, having
excellent manners or being a good friend. It is so important to our
school, that even when we have to operate bubbles because of the pandemic, we
continue to give out the certificates in classes, recognising effort and achievement.
Giving out certificates and achievement awards from outside of school is another
aspect that we enjoy in assemblies. This can be swimming or dance badges, karate
belts, football trophies, horse riding rosettes and countless others. It is so lovely to
celebrate success both in and out of school. Moreover, the children coming out with
their gleaming smile to receive a hard-earned reward really inspire the other
children to try new things and perhaps take up a hobby or sport that could become
a lifelong pursuit.
As exciting as these regular
celebrations are, we also try also to
recognise the little achievements that
happen every single day. It may not
always get a certificate on a Friday, but
the small details are important and all
of our staff look out for them. For a
child who has struggled with reading,
learning to decode the words more
fluently is a hugely exciting
achievement; another may remember
their book bag for the first time that
week and still another may suddenly
grasp how to multiply fractions. There
are countless little victories like these
Mr Stone presenting Max with his
every
day in school and we are so proud of
swimming award.
the progress that the children make
academically and socially. It is what makes working with children so rewarding.
We also had a very exciting time in early October when the AJ Bell Women’s Tour
Cycling Race passed through the village. All the children were able to line the route
just outside of school and we waved flags and cheered as the peloton shot
past. Just as exciting were the sirens and horns blasted from the emergency and
support vehicles. It was so much fun and I heard later just how much the cyclists
appreciated the support that schools in Oxfordshire were able to show.
Finally, despite the restrictions in school, we were able to observe the silence as
part of Remembrance Day. Although we couldn’t hold our usual assembly we did
have Year 3 and 4 in the school hall and sent a live feed to the other classes via
Zoom. It was lovely to join together in this way and the children behaved perfectly
during the silence, appreciating those who had given so much. We raised £192.70
from poppy sales – many thanks to our families for their support.
Justin Stone, Headteacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING IN HOOK NORTON?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced/friendly local staff offering straight forward & honest advice.
�� Marketing HQ in Chipping Norton with window display in the Hook
Norton shop.
�� Online with rightmove.co.uk, onthemarket.com & kingandwoolley.com.
�� London Park Lane office with The Guild of Professional Estate Agents.
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional surveying & Financial Services contacts.
�� Tailored marketing services & competitive fee structures.

Whatever your property requirements in the village or surrounding area,
contact David Hawley on 01608 642111 or
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

Tel: 01295 263505
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6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01608 642111

THE ART AND SCIENCE OF SMILING
When someone walks into a room with an infectious smile we often find ourselves
smiling along and feeling better for it.
Well there’s more to this than many of us realise. When we feel happy it’s natural to
smile. When we see someone else smile it’s natural to smile back. But what about
those times we don’t feel so upbeat and there isn’t someone else’s smile to help.
Instead of getting caught up and ruminating about how we feel research has now
shown the positive value of ‘smiling through’.
When we smile in response to feeling happy, or not, something really special
happens. We send a signal to our brain that releases mood enhancing compounds
that give us an uplifted feeling. This happens even when we smile regardless of how
we feel. The effect is enhanced further when we smile with our eyes as well as our
lips. So smiling can be in response to how we feel or change how we feel.
So how do we learn to smile when we least feel like it? Over the last 20 years huge
strides have been made in understanding how the human brain learns and trains.
Instead of being fixed as we enter adulthood it’s now understood that our brain
remains adaptable all through our lives. It can learn new tricks at any age, just not
as quickly as when we were younger. All we need to do is train it, and train it
consistently. Repetition is important here. Knowing that and understanding all is not
lost we can retrain our response to the challenging and difficult.
That’s the science, what’s the art of smiling?
This is how we apply this knowledge. How do we take it into daily life and daily
experience?
Whenever we feel challenged, whatever we are facing if we train ourselves to smile
and relax the tension we feel both in our body and inside our head, our mind will
feel more uplifted and expansive and we’ll get less caught in the spiral of thoughts,
judgements and self-criticism that can be so disabling at these times. That will help
us face whatever we are dealing with from a more balanced place enabling us make
better choices whilst being kinder to ourselves and those around us.
Hugh Poulton

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the
following to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads collars - blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food chews - brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea
treatments - toys - cat carriers etc. PLEASE DO NOT DONATE ITEMS
CONTAINING FEATHERS e.g. pillows or bedding.. Anything you think would
make an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier. Anything not suitable will
be divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and Blue Cross Charity
shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive them.
Thank you to all those who leave anonymous donations on my doorstep, who
I cannot therefore thank in person. Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.

Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
tirsriding@gmail.com
www.turpinslodge.co.uk

ONLINE BOOKING
If you would like to come riding at Turpins Lodge
�� Go onto www.turpinslodge.co.uk
�� Log onto our booking system,
�� Register your rider details,
�� We will grade you
Once graded you can book any rides suitable for your grade online.

We cater for all abilities from Tiny Tots to Cross Country jumping and
everyone in between.
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDER SCHEME

Hooky CFR’s Join the World on Restart a Heart Day
The Hook Norton CFR scheme is re launching its CPR/AED Public Awareness
programme of training events cancelled in 2020 at the beginning of the Covid-19
pandemic. The initial programme was a great success training more than 120 people
in the village with more lined up to take part. In addition, we delivered the same
training to several nearby villages who had heard about the initiative or were in the
process of equipping with Public AED’s, making the aforementioned tally of people
considerably higher.
The first event took place on Saturday 16 October 2021, World Restart a Heart Day,
and Hook Norton Brewery kindly made their large conference facility available. We
kicked off the event at 11am finishing at about 5pm. Its primary mission was and is
to raise public awareness of how to deliver CPR safely and effectively and negate the
fear or reluctance of bystanders to assist with cardiac events, and how to use
defibrillators in addition to that critical CPR.
Also, we thought World Restart a Heart Day was a great opportunity to kick off our
programme, which is to be delivered this year and throughout 2022. The scheme will
also be raising funds for both the British Heart Foundation and our own SCA Charity,
essential to the future of all such community schemes. We had a very respectable
turnout of nearly 30 people attending and enthusiastically taking part in the training.
We had people from Hooky and surrounding communities including Milcombe, The
Sibfords, Epwell, Great Rollright, South Newington, Broughton, Tadmarton and
Brailes. We should like to take this opportunity to thank those parishes for
advertising this event and helping us raise awareness and promote interest in this
critical lifesaving skill.
As with the previous programmes we are hoping to involve at least 9 other
communities within a radius of about 6 miles of Hooky at both our events and will
also deliver that training in those villages. We delivered a very successful event on
15 November at Sibford Village Hall with 20 attendees. There are at last 2 other
events at Sibford School and the Primary School.
The team are already have interest in the forthcoming programme the next being on
Tuesday 23rd November at Hook Norton Sports and Social Club from 6pm until
8pm.
There are three events planned, so far for 2022 which will be held at Hook Norton
Sports and Social Club on Tuesday 22nd February, Tuesday 22nd March and Tuesday
19th April - 6PM - 8PM. Please register at christopher.fry@sca-charity.org.uk
We are operating under Covid-19 safe protocols so numbers will be limited to 25.
We are asking people to register to help us manage those numbers and ensure safe
distancing.
Everyone is welcome, of all ages, but practically, children under 8 might find it a little
confusing.
Finally, a brief update on the team activities, as reported in the news, the ambulance
service nationally has been under huge pressure over the last couple of months and
we have attended 12 incidents in Hook Norton and the surrounding area.
Christopher Fry

25

26

QUIZ
The Christmas story is such a familiar one; so can you complete the grid below by
answering these questions and reveal a special occasion? Answers are on page 37.
1. What was the name of the father of John the Baptist?
2. Name Jesus’ (earthly) father.
3. What nationality was Caesar Augustus?
4. Who came from the East to search for Jesus?
5. 8-day old Jesus was presented to whom at the temple in Jerusalem?
6. To which country did Jesus’ parents go to escape Herod?
7. What title is Jesus given in Matthew’s account of his birth?
8. Bethlehem was in which region, now known as Israel?
9. Who were the first to hear about Jesus’ birth?
10. To which royal house was Jesus born into?
11. Jesus and his family settled in which Galilean town?
12. Who sang the song that has become known as the Magnificat?

Kevin Hope, 7831 825237

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
The Hook Norton Garden Club held its first meeting since the start of the Covid-19
pandemic on 12 October 2021. We had a very quick AGM followed by a general
discussion on the club’s future. Everyone then enjoyed a glass of wine and cheese
and biscuits.
The club will continue with a reasonably similar programme, with our first meeting /
enrolment on Tuesday 8 February 2022 in the Baptist Church Hall. All future
general meetings will be held there on the second Tuesday. See the Garden Club
calendar in the February 2022 Newsletter for further details.
Significant notes for you diary:
�� Spring Show at St Peter’s Church – Saturday, 23 April 2022
�� Coach visit to RHS Wisley – Sunday, 12 July 2022
Peter Arnold, Chair
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C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders

Watts-Canine
Stockists of:- CSJ Natural Dog and Cat Food, Herbal
Supplements & Treats, Cortaflex for Human and Canine.
My name is Kim Watts recently based in Hooky and due to my
competitive dogs chose to become a stockist for CSJ for the
last 16 years due to the excellent quality and price for their
many different types of natural dry kibble.
Call/text me for any advice on our products & free trial samples
07967 375234 Email:- kim@wattsagility.com
www.watts-canine.webs.com & www.csjk9.com
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
I hope, with the darker evenings, you're making sure you leave
lights on timers when out or away.
Unfortunately, it's a sad fact that many of us are not aware
that a crime has been committed in the village until we read
about it on social media or have a conversation in the street,
days later, by which time the offender(s) are long gone and
possible witnesses cannot necessarily recall important
information.
The Hook Norton Neighbourhood Watch Scheme includes encouraging vigilance and
rapidly reporting suspicious behaviour or crime to the right authorities.
It also includes, amongst other things, information sharing with sensible advice and
tips on keeping yourself and your property safe.
Being afraid to report crime is a common problem so, if you feel you have
information about a crime that's been committed, but are reluctant to contact the
police, then call Crimestoppers, free from a landline, on 0800 555 111.
I would encourage you to save these relevant numbers: for emergencies, or if a
crime is in progress, then 999 is the number.
If you have information about a crime that has happened then
call 101.
If you'd prefer to report something anonymously then call
Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 0800 555 111, or go
to https://Crimestoppers-uk.org.
Anyone wishing to join the Village Neighbourhood Watch
Scheme, can contact me on 07779737718, or flag me down in
the street, and give me your email address so that I can send
you an invitation.
We are very lucky to live in such a low-crime area, but having
community support and the right contacts can make all the difference to quality of
life in our village neighbourhoods and can help ensure that minor incidents don't
escalate into major crimes.
Let's come together to help keep Hooky the safe and respectable village we
love. See you around.
Wendy Gordon, 07779737718
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator for Village Central and Recreation Areas

MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT
Thanks to everyone who attended the annual
Macmillan Coffee Morning on Friday 15th October, in St
Peter's Church. I think you will agree it was a perfect
place to hold the event - the atmosphere was lovely,
with a good many people out to meet others and
support a well worth charity. Thank you for joining us
to make the event so successful.
We raised a total of £601.57!
£133.00 on the raffle, £195.00 from card sales and £273.57 from coffee and cake
sales, puzzles and donations.
I think you will agree this is a tremendous amount to raise for MacMillan Cancer
Support. Thank you.
Julie Wood
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ADVANCE NOTICE
SAFARI SUPPER SET TO RETURN!
From 2010 to 2019, several Safari Suppers were
held, all of which were enjoyable occasions, as
well as raising over £9000 for local charities.
Having now had a couple of years off, for obvious
reasons, a return supper is being planned which
promises to be another great evening of food,
friendship and fundraising.
The date for your diary is Saturday 10 September
2022. Now that may seem a long, long way off, but believe me, the planning needs
to start early!
If we follow the pattern of previous suppers, and subject to Covid-19 guidance and
best practice next September, the evening will begin at the Sun with a glass or two of
fizz and some canapés, when an announcement will be made which lets everyone know
where they will head to for their main course. As that course comes to an end, the
main course hosts will explain where everyone moves on to for the dessert course. Then
afterwards, there will be an opportunity to meet up with everyone back at the Sun.
We have already emailed anyone who has taken part in previous years and have had
a promising response. Now we are casting the net village-wide to ask for main course
and dessert course hosts to come forward, as well as anyone who would like to take
part as a guest. Please email safarisupper@live.co.uk by 14 January, indicating whether
you’re offering to host, (with the course you would prefer to provide and the maximum
number of guests you can seat), or if you’d like to enjoy the supper as a guest. If you
want to find out more about how it all works before deciding, please direct your
questions to the same address and one of the team will get back to you. We look
forward to you getting in touch.
The Safari Supper Team. safarisupper@live.co.uk

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Many thanks to the wonderful audience that attended our
Charity Autumn Concert on 16 October. With it being our
first "real" Concert since early 2020 I admit to being
concerned about how the evening would be received - our
supporters didn't let us down - as a Band we were overjoyed
by the friendly and relaxed audience. Our continued thanks
to James Clarke for providing the selection of refreshments.
The evening raised £480.00, which will be equally split
between St Peter's Church and Cancer Charity.
Turning our attentions now to our Christmas Concert. This will be on the evening of
Saturday, 11 December at St Peter's. It is a 7.30pm start and, as always, admission
is free with a retiring collection for Band funds. We've commenced Christmas music
practices and all is shaping up very festively.
We will be very busy out playing on the run up to Christmas in Banbury, Chipping
Norton, Moreton in Marsh and Bourton on the Water. If you see/hear us do stop &
say hello. Unfortunately we won't be playing carols outside the Sun Inn this year but
hopefully we will be back next year.
May we extend our best wishes to you all over the Christmas and New Year season.
Martin Quartermain
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069
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WILDLIFE NOTES
As a change for this edition of the
newsletter I thought I would write about
some of my recent experiences instead of
using contributions from other residents
of the village and its environs.
A juvenile mute swan seems to have taken up residence on the pond behind
Ironstone hollow. The pond forms part of Redlands Farm, the local dairy farm. I
went to the pond recently with my cameras to see if it was still there and see what
other wildlife was present. The photos accompanying this article were all taken one
morning in October.
It pays to look around you, I spotted some fungi growing on a tree trunk. I have an
app on my phone called Seek which helps to identify “wildlife” by pointing the phone
camera at your chosen subject. It can identify flora as well as fauna. However, it
must be stressed that it is not always 100% accurate. In this instance the app said
that this was a specimen of Artists’ Bracket which is very widespread. Its Latin
name is Gamoderma applanatum and is also known as artists’ conk, artists’ fungus
or bear bread.
The swan fortunately was still there, its grey plumage indicates that it is not yet an
adult. Where is came from is anybody’s guess. Hopefully it
will be here for some time which will give villagers an
opportunity to see it before it decides to leave. There must be
an adequate supply of food otherwise it would not have been
here for so long. At the time of writing, mid-November, it has
been here for at least two weeks.
The pond supports a variety of wildlife, it is probably a
question of being in the correct place at the right time when it
comes to whatever one can see. Kingfishers are not
uncommon, but I have yet to see one. However, a grey heron
was perched on a branch at the back of the pond. No doubt it
was looking for fish to catch. Fish are plentiful and can easily
be seen if you stand by the edge of the footpath providing the
water is clear enough. Grebes are also seen from time to time. Whilst I have seen
some it was when I did not have a camera with me. However, a couple of moorhens
were keeping the swan company at the time of my visit.
At this time of year the autumnal colours are starting to fade, however, on a still
day the reflections of the trees on the water render a photogenic scene.
For those of you who are interested in the technical details these photos were taken
on a Nikon D800 with a Tamron 150600mm lens. The ISO rating (film speed in
pre digital parlance) was either 640 or
1250. The light was reasonably good but
to use a faster shutter speed to
compensate for the size and weight of the
lens it is advisable to use a faster ISO
rating. I also used a monopod to steady the camera. All the images were cropped in
Photoshop. The Wildlife Notes in the newsletter is “your” page so please feel free to
let me know of your wildlife sightings. Photos are, of course, more than welcome.
Please send them to me, David McGill by email.
David McGill, 737103,
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AIPFF CAROL CONCERT AT ST PETER’S CHURCH
9 DECEMBER 2021, 7PM
The AIPFF, (Angus Irvine Playing Fields Fund), was set up shortly after the 2012
Olympic Games by Angus Irvine, prompted by the failure of this event to provide
the promised legacy of grass-root sports.
Angus Irvine lived at Nil Farm, Hook Norton from 1974. He was passionate about
and hugely involved with St Peter’s Church and also loved Hook Norton Brass
Band. The AIPFF provides grants to underfunded and overlooked inner city projects
helping vulnerable children to have access to playing fields and grass-root sports.
Oxford, London and Manchester are some of the areas where it support projects &
clubs which are built on the dedication of volunteers in troubled communities,
creating change through sport. Team sport has the power to, quite frankly, change
people’s lives.
We have seen first-hand, some of the devastating and vulnerable situations that
many children find themselves in, often being drawn into gangs because they are
bored and lack inspirational people in their lives to guide them. Education,
discipline, respect and teamwork; we have seen all this come together to overpower
violence on the streets, discrimination and, more importantly than ever, mental
health.
All funds raised through the Carol Service will go directly to the charity.
The tickets are £50 per person and that includes Cotswold Whisky toddy’s, sausages
and mince pies after the service. Our Instagram page is @aipff_charityuk and
tickets can be purchased at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/angus-irvineplaying-fields-fund-17898920493.
Connie Sale

CHRISTMAS STORY QUIZ ANSWERS

Kevin Hope, 7831 825237
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PILATES IN SIBFORD

On-line classes and private tuition available
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!
I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!
My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.
I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.
Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com
Fully insured
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Observing strict C19 social
distancing

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LAND TRUST
COP 26, the UN Climate Conference, featured a
dedicated Built Environment Day to highlight the
importance of buildings in tackling climate change,
so it’s brilliant that the homes and shared facilities
on Bourne Green will be close to net zero emissions
and have a positive impact on the planet and on
people’s lives by being both affordable, superinsulated and energy efficient from the start.
The project is making good progress with funding
and legal negotiations so that the build can start in
2022, although there is still much to do.
HNCLT were delighted to be a winner in the National Community Land
Trust Awards 2021. We were nominated by the Collaborative Housing Hub in the
category: “What a Wonderful World” which recognises CLT’s that embed
environmentally sustainable measures within their project. HNCLT received their
award at the Community Land Trust Network Annual General Meeting on Saturday
20 November 2021.
It was wonderful to hold our first AGM on 30 September with many of our
new members present and it was great to have our project architectural
designer, Charlie Luxton, to be able to provide an overview of the project. Charlie’s
talk was complimented by a fantastic presentation by Ian Pritchett,
Managing Director of Greencore Construction. Ian shared his
knowledge and passion for constructing new buildings with
sustainable materials, such as limecrete and hemp, which provides
insulation and has a low embodied carbon footprint.
New board co-opted members; Charlie Luxton and Anne Tutt
We are thrilled to have Anne Tutt and Charlie Luxton join the board
as co-opted members. Anne is a qualified Chartered - Accountant
with more than 30 years experience of board membership. Her
current roles include being Vice Chair of Oxford University
Hospitals. She has lived in Hooky for 20 years and is passionate
about ensuring the village has sustainable affordable housing for
the future.
‘We live in an amazing community and I hope my financial
and governance skills can make a real difference to HNCLT
for this exciting programme in the village.’
Charlie’s expertise in sustainable housing design, local knowledge and sheer
enthusiasm will be a great addition to the board. Charlie Luxton Design were
selected as the project architectural design team from a tendering process in 2019.
“This is a project with deep support in the community and one better for
the input from the people who will live in and around the homes."
Why not become a member of HNCLT for just £1?
If you would like to join HNCLT as a member, or register interest in the project as a
volunteer or potential investor and receive our newsletter, or would like to live in
one of the homes the membership form and information can be found on our
website:
https://www.hooknortonclt.org.uk/join-us
You can contact HNCLT at hello@hooknortonclt.org.uk
Cathy Ryan, Chair, Hook Norton Community Land Trust,
catherine.ryan@hooknortonclt.org.uk
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SOLDIERS OF OXFORD MUSEUM
Skippers War: Dragon School, Oxford and the Great War 7th December
2021
A short film streaming at 7pm on Tuesday 7th December 2021, followed by
a live Q&A session
Telling the First World War stories of prominent Dragon School students
The live event will be free to view on the SOFO Museum website, no
registration required, but donations welcomed to support the museum.
Their stories are told through a mixture of the speeches and writings of thenheadmaster Charles 'Skipper' Lynam alongside a wealth of historical research.
Presented by Desmond Devitt, author of The Skippers War and the regular Skippers
War blog, the film will also feature readings from a similarly exceptional cast of
actors educated at the very same North Oxford prep school - The Dragon School.
“The story of these hundreds of lives and deaths connected by five years in a north
Oxford prep school is almost an encyclopaedia of the war. The Dragons evacuate
from the beaches of Gallipoli, are killed at the third Battle of Ypres, meet Lawrence
of Arabia and Marie Curie, grapple with the German High Seas Fleet in the Battle of
Jutland, save the wounded at the Easter Rising and are shot out of the sky by Baron
von Richthofen…”
Free to view with no pre-registration required, donations to support the museum’s
work - preserving the county’s military heritage and the stories of local people
affected by conflict -will be encouraged.
Stream Link: https://www.sofo.org.uk/whats-on/skipperswar/
Other talks are available on the Soldiers of Oxford website
https://www.sofo.org.uk/
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STOUR SINGERS CONCERT FOR CHRISTMAS
Stour Singers are looking forward greatly to presenting a concert for Christmas at
St. Edmund’s Church in Shipston on Saturday, 11 December at 7.30pm.
The church too looks forward to being filled with music once more, and what a treat
the programme will be. Vivaldi’s “Gloria” is a gem of Baroque music, much loved by
audiences and performers alike and full of exuberance and joy.
This is paired with Vivaldi’s achingly beautiful “Kyrie”, featuring a double choir.
These works are complemented by seasonal music and readings, with an
opportunity for the audience to join in with singing the carols.
Current restrictions on numbers mean that entry to the concert will be by advance
ticket only, obtainable from choir members, and from A. Clarke, 27 High Street, in
Shipston, at a cost of £12.50 per person. As always, tickets are free to children.
The experience of singing together once more has been such a pleasure for Richard
Emms, the choir’s director and founder of 45 years, and all of the singers.
Making music is truly a bonus to life and health, and the choir always welcomes new
singers.
Should you wish to know more, and to join us, do please get in touch with Yvonne
Ridley, Choir Coordinator, on 01789 269587.
The next concert planned is in early May 2022, with music by Dvorak and Mozart.
Tempted? We would love to hear from you.
Yvonne Ridley, Coordinator, Stour Singers

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES 2022
Just a reminder that we will again be producing the Hooky Directory of Services
with the February 2022 edition of the newsletter.
Many people in the village tell us that they find it a very useful reference guide to
pull out of that kitchen drawer when you need a local service, and of course it’s also
available online on the Village Website.
We’re going to take a different approach to organising it this time that hopefully will
be simpler both for everyone who wants to be included in it, and for us.
All of our wonderful advertisers who have annual subscriptions with us will shortly
receive an invitation to renew your advertising for another year.
As part of that cost we’ll also incorporate automatic inclusion in the Directory of
Services. Virtually all our annual subscribers opt to be included anyway so it’ll be
simpler for you to just be billed once rather than twice and for us to only bill you
once as well.
Of course, any other local business who we don’t contact as part of our renewal
process can also opt to be included, just ping me an email at the address below.
We will also automatically include all local groups who have previously been
included in the Directory in previous years, so if you’re part of one of those groups,
you don’t need to do anything unless your details have changed.
John McCormick, kmccormick50@hotmail.co.uk
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL
Despite Covid-19's best efforts to spoil
our fun, we've been busy bees in the
FOHNS camp. As a result of an epic
fundraising year last year, we've been
able to provide an overhaul of £4,500
worth of books in Key Stage 1, directly
benefiting over 100 children in their
reading. We have also donated 2
basketball nets and 2 maths sheds for outdoor maths fun! Plans are underway to
install a climbing wall and provide a sensory space
too. If anyone has any experience with painting
murals and fancies volunteering to make this look
beautiful then please do get in touch (email
below).
This term we kicked off by raising an incredible
£1,500 from The Hook Norton Open Gardens
event. Coming up, we are delighted to be able to
host our ever popular Christmas fair again on
9th December. We've got a beautiful outdoor
Christmas market with some fabulous stalls, the
usual kids fun, a raffle with some brilliant prizes
and of course the chance to meet the Big Man himself!
Please consider buying your Christmas trees from the Warwickshire Christmas Tree
Farm. The trees are beautiful and, if you mention Hook Norton School, they donate
10% of the sale to our school. It is only 15 minutes’ drive from Hook Norton and a
gorgeous place to pick your own tree straight from the forest! Find them at - Kestrel
Ridge, Shenington, Oxfordshire, OX15 6NP.
Last but not least, we are busy planning our
wonderful Winter Ball on 12th February. Tickets
include a 2 course meal, drinks on arrival and
music from Under the Covers - a band who are
guaranteed to get even the most reluctant dancer
on the dance floor! Please don't feel like you have
to have any connections with the school. It's the
ideal opportunity for Hooky to finally get our glad
rags on and have a good old knees up together!
Tickets are £55 per person and can be booked
individually or tables of 10. Please
email fohns2020@gmail.com
At the fair we will be hosting a raffle. If any local
businesses would like to support our school by
donating a prize, this would be highly appreciated.
Thanks are always offered on our social media
pages.
We thank you all for your ongoing support. It
really does make such a difference to the children.
Facebook - www.facebook.com/FriendsHNS/ Email
- fohns2020@gmail.com
Website - www.fohns.co.uk
Annie, Michelle and Leigh
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LIBRARY NEWS
Hook Norton Library Opening Hours:
Monday

2-7pm (6-7pm no staff present, the library is operated by
volunteers)

Wednesday

2-5pm

Friday

2-5pm

Saturday

09.30 – 12.30pm

Hook Norton library will be closed between Christmas and New Year.
However, larger libraries will be open on 29, 30 and 31 December if customers need
to access library services. The nearest larger libraries are Banbury, Woodgreen and
Chipping Norton.
Now we are back to full opening hours, don’t forget to drop into the library and
stock up, not only for Christmas but for those dark, winter evenings. The Friends of
Hook Norton Community Library have kindly donated some funds to boost our book
stocks and we’re expecting the first consignment of new titles to arrive very soon.
Also, if Santa isn’t bringing you the book you’ve been meaning to read all year, you
can reserve a copy, if Hooky library doesn’t have it available, from another library,
which can be conveniently collected at Hook Norton library. I’ll be reserving the
‘Island of Missing Trees’ by Elif Shafak.
Hook Norton library would like to start 2022 on a positive note, so we hope to
restart events we offered before the pandemic and launch some new ones.
However, I need to people to help me with this.
Volunteers Wanted
��

I’m looking for volunteers, who can help local people improve their digital skills
and learn how to get the most out of their digital devices.

��

I’m also looking for a volunteer to help me start a Knit & Natter group and
desperately need someone to help host this, as I can’t knit, crochet or sew!

��

We also need volunteers to help with the popular, monthly ‘Tea & Cake’
sessions.

��

Finally, if there are any parents with pre-school age children, who would like to
start a ‘Rhymetime’ group and use the library Reading Room, please also get in
touch. Now we have the comfortable, refurbished Reading Room at the library,
it’s a shame for it not to be used for community events and to bring people
together. I’m always open to ideas for new events from you.

I just want to reassure potential volunteers that we fit events around when
volunteers are able to offer their time. So, if you feel you can spare a few hours to
help others in your community by volunteering, please email, ring or drop by the
library.
The library team and I wish you and your loved ones a very happy Christmas and a
healthy & joyful New Year.
Karen Seymour, Library Manager, Hook Norton Community Library
Tel 01608 737793, Email hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
I am currently reading “The Paper Palace” by Miranda Cowley Heller
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ST PETER’S ZOOM QUIZ
Back by popular demand and to help us through those dark January nights, another
of St Peter's Online Quizzes returns. Zoom Quiz 5.0 will be held on Friday 21st
January starting at 8.00 pm and is designed to provide an enjoyable evening’s
entertainment, lasting a little over 2 hours. You can expect eight sections of
questions, all with supporting visual images, covering a wide variety of general
knowledge. The quiz will have a theme, but in essence will cover many of the topics
you might expect, for example loosely based on geography, history, arts &
literature, etc. However, there will be quirkier rounds, such as ‘put your finger on it’
and rounds with ‘Millionaire’-style choices. There will also be an innovative take on a
music round: two sets of questions attempting to accommodate most people’s taste
and music knowledge and then you choose which score to submit at the end of the
round. The first set of excerpts are selected from the 50 years of music from 1922
to 1971, and the second set from 1972 to 2021.
Everyone is welcome and there will be prizes! What's not to
like? The ticket price of £6 is per household plus 84p to
cover the cost of setting up this event on Eventbrite – and in
the past, 2 or more households have joined together. To
register, you can use this
link https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-peters-zoom-quiztickets-194451127557 or the QR code provided. The Zoom
link will be sent to you nearer the time. So, get your team
organised and your pencil and paper ready poised for action.
We look forward to seeing you online.
Angel, Emma, Jane and Kevin

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days

Times

Breakfast Club

Monday–Friday

7.30-9.30am

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

Costs
£1.00 per
15 minutes
£20.00

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£3.00

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£20.00
£5.00 per
hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
What’s coming up later this autumn and into winter?
As we head into winter,
we’ve got some fantastic
events lined up to see us
into the festive season with
a smile. Your support helps
us to keep making every
moment matter for local
families living with a lifelimiting illness. Here are
just a few things that are
coming up…
Care for a Curry
This autumn, why not host a #CareForACurry event and help raise money for
Katharine House? Simply pick a date, get some friends and family together and
enjoy! It’s a simple and tasty way to raise money for Katharine House.
What’s on the cards this Christmas?
We have a fantastic range of Katharine House charity Christmas cards this year. So
why not stock up on your Christmas cards now and get ahead of the game. Cards
are available to buy in our shops as well as online.
Santa Fun Run – 5 December
Forget mistletoe and wine, if you truly want to feel festive this Christmas then make
sure to sign up to our Santa Fun Run. The race is taking place on Sunday 5
December at Spiceball Park, Banbury, and you have a choice of the 1.5km route or
the full 5km – kitted out in stylish Santa suit, of course. Tickets are available to buy
online now!
RC Baker Christmas Tractor Run – 18 December
The RC Baker Tractor Run is making a welcome return, bringing all the glitz and
glam of Christmas. On Saturday, 18 December, a fleet of fairy-lit tractors will be
taking a tour around local villages to spread some Christmas cheer and raise money
for Katharine House Hospice.
Digital monthly newsletter – keep up to date with your hospice
Sign up to receive our Katharine House digital monthly newsletter, which is
designed to keep you in touch with all our latest news and fundraising events at the
hospice.
Find out more
Head to our website to find out more about all these events and news:
www.khh.org.uk.
Sarah Woods
Marketing & Communications Officer
Working days: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday - 9am-5pm
Fundraising Tel: 01295 816484 | Main: 01295 811866
Email: sarah.woods@khh.org.uk
Katharine House Hospice, Aynho Road, Adderbury, OX17 3NL
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NEWS FROM THE RECTOR
The Christmas service schedule is in place and
details can be found below. You are all
welcome!
Already this term we have had very full
attendances for the ’All Souls Service’, in which
we remembered those whom we love but see no
longer, and Remembrance Sunday, for which we
were treated to wonderful support from the
community with Barry Lennon pulling all the
participants together, including the youth
organisations, and with music support given by
Simon Mead, Jonathan Muller and the Hook
Norton Brass Band. Let’s also remember the
amazing 25th Anniversary Craft Fair. Huge
thanks to Jan Hughes and family and all the
team who worked so creatively to draw the
community together for this splendid event.
Thanks also to Kevin Hope and the Quiz Team
for another fun evening of quizzing.
Looking ahead, the programme for the New Year
is already taking shape, with a Pop-Up Market to look forward to on 15 January and
a St Peter’s Quiz on 21 January.
Look out for a Christmas card, delivered to every home, with details of the services
at St Peter’s Church and at Hook Norton Baptist Church. On it you’ll read these
words taken from the much loved carol O Little Town of Bethlehem; ‘How silently,
how silently the wondrous gift is given, so God imparts to human hearts the
blessings of his heaven.’ God’s blessings of peace, hope, love and joy are gifts for
us this Christmas received through trusting that Jesus is with us, the baby of
Bethlehem, the Son of God. These gifts are simply wrapped and gently offered with
no judgement but with compassion and understanding. Find your name, unwrap
your gift, and may God bless you this Christmas.
Christmas Services at St Peter’s Church
Let’s celebrate together!
��

Christingle Family Service – 5 December at 4pm

��

Service of Carols and Readings for Christmas – 19 December at 6.30pm

��

Crib Service – 24 December at 5pm (Children are invited to come dressed as
either a shepherd or an angel, to help make up the tableau.)

��

Christmas Eve Holy Communion - 24 December at 11.30pm

��

Christmas Day ‘Birthday’ Celebration – 25 December at 10am

��

Boxing Day Holy Communion (said/traditional) – 26 December at 8am

If you are looking for something quiet then do come along to the Boxing Day
service and keep in mind that St Peter’s Church is open every day for quiet prayer
and space.
Christmas Blessings for you and yours,
Revd Janet Faull, 01608 737223, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL

December is always a festive month at our school, and this year will be extra
special as we enjoy activities we couldn’t do last year. We’ll share Christmas lunch
in the hall, Christingle and carol services at St Andrew’s Church next door, and a
nativity play performed by Yrs R-2. And the whole school is heading to Stratford to
see the RSC musical the Magician’s Elephant — a lovely reward for a busy term of
learning.
Other news:
School trips - Everyone has had a day out – or more – this autumn. Our youngest
learned about dinosaurs at the Woodstock Museum, while our Yr 3s and 4s hunted
for fossils at Cross Hands Quarry. Our Yr 5s and 6s, meanwhile, had the biggest
adventure of all, enjoying a four night residential trip to Dorset, where they tackled
a range of new challenges from kayaking to archaeology.

Outdoor gym - Our new equipment
(pictured) allows eight children to exercise
at once, and is proving a hit with all ages during break times.
Odd sock day - We wore mismatched socks to celebrate our differences and the
need to respect them, as part of our activities for national Anti-Bullying Week.
Philosophy Bites - Each Wednesday lunchtime, we chew over a new philosophical
question, which always sparks lively discussion. A recent example: is it ever okay
to lie?
As school selection time approaches, parents and carers are strongly encouraged to
visit to see all that we offer.
Please call us on 01608 737202 to arrange your visit. We look forward to hearing
from you!
Michelle Hastings, Headteacher

51

52

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The next meeting is on 7 December when Tom Crook will be giving a talk about ‘The
Great Stink’. Tom was originally lined up to talk last season but in common with lots
of events the pandemic put paid to that.
On 4 January Hook Norton’s very own Alasdair Brown will be talking about Black GIs
and the Hook Norton ‘Riot’ of 1944.
February’s speaker, on 1 February, is Ian Keable whose subject is ‘The History of
Cartoons from William Hogarth to Private Eye’. Please note that Ian’s talk will be
held via Zoom.
Whilst it is good to be back in our usual meeting place, the Baptist Church Hall on
Netting Street, we are implementing a maximum of 50 attendees per meeting.
Therefore if you would like to attend please could you email Sean Callery, on
offbeatcotswolds@gmail.com, a few days before the meeting date to reserve a
place.
This arrangement will remain in place for the foreseeable future.
Whilst the hall is reasonably well ventilated for meetings it would be appreciated if
everyone attending could wear a mask or face covering unless medically exempt.
As usual meetings start at 7.30pm. Further information about the group can be
obtained from the writer below.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
We have had fewer visits this year due to Covid-19 but overall we have been able to
keep the area tidy.
The grass cutters have once again done a good job.
The plans for having a wild flower area and a nature study area are still to be
agreed.
I would like to thank the volunteers that help keep our cemetery tidy.
It has been very satisfying to receive thanks from the public for the work we do.
John E Blackham

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s Church 100Club draws are:
Sept
£100 H Fraser
£25 J Rust
£25 D&K Smith
Oct
£100 K Hope
£25 J McCormick
£25 R Pearce
Should you wish to own a number in this 100 club please contact
Jane Orchard sjorchard15@gmail.com

FROM THE REGISTERS
St Peter’s - Services of memorial were held in October for David Shepley-Cuthbert
and for David Bevan. In October, Summer and Delilah Forde were baptised.
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk
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LUNAR SOCIETY
Lunartiks make History.
Meeting for the first time
in over a year, Monday 18
October was an historic
occasion for Hook Norton’s
Lunar Society as Lunartiks
were able to participate
not only in the flesh, but
also via the magic of Zoom
to enjoy Andrew Overton’s
dissertation: “Taxi! From Hackney cab to hybrid electric”.
Past Master of the Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers (WCHCD) and
still an active member, Andrew told the story of London’s Hackney Carriages, first
licensed by Oliver Cromwell in 1654, from horse drawn to the latest hybrid electric
taxis.
It was a revelation to learn that the very first electric cabs began purveying their
services in 1897 with a range of 30 miles on a full charge. Surprisingly, some of
today’s hybrid electric cars can only manage a similar mileage before their fossil
fuel engines need to kick in.
During 41 years in the trade, working first for Mann & Overton Ltd, which was
founded by his grandfather and later became London Taxis International (LTI),
Andrew had a fund of stories to enliven his presentation. The charitable works
carried out by WCHCD, includes “The Magical Taxi Tour” in which, every year, a
convoy of licensed London taxis take over 200 children, suffering from a range of
chronic debilitating illnesses, on a three-day trip to Disneyland Paris.
In November, Lunartiks were treated to an early taste of pantomime – Yes they
were! – with John McCormick’s “Longitude The Quest for East and West”, which
included a traditional baddie to hiss and boo in the form of arch villain Astronomer
Royal Nevil Maskelyne, who did his best to thwart the acceptance of John
Harrison’s marine chronometer as a means of determining longitude in favour of
his own preference for the Lunar Distance method.
John’s melodrama began with the story of Admiral of the Fleet Sir Cloudesley
Shovell’s shipwreck off the isles of Scilly. This may sound like something dreamt up
by Gilbert and Sullivan, but navigationally challenged Sir Cloudesley managed to
run four ships of his flotilla onto rocks with the loss of 2000 men, including himself.
Like a macabre episode of The Navy Lark, Shovell had the sailor who drew
attention to the fleet’s inaccurate position hanged for questioning an officer’s
judgement. It was tragedies like this that led to the formation of The Board of
Longitude in 1714, which offered a prize of £20k (worth millions today) to whoever
could measure longitude to within half a degree, equivalent to 34 nautical miles. To
achieve this a chronometer needed to be accurate to three seconds in 24 hours.
John Harrison took up the challenge in 1730 and over the next 30 years built four
clocks in pursuit of the prize. Despite all four clocks performing better than the
criteria demanded, he was never given the full award. Booo!
Lunartiks next meet on 13 December, when Darren Mann returns with “Dung
beetles - a world of poo 2 - Revenge of the scarabs”, which is not to be sniffed at.
Ian Buchanan, ian@buchananhn.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON GIRLGUIDING
I am really pleased to be able to announce that all
4 units in Hook Norton, Rainbows, Brownies,
Guides and Rangers, have now started back after
lockdown during Covid-19. It is great to see the
young girls having such a good time in their
meetings. I am very grateful for the new
leaders/helpers who have come forward to offer
their time and enthusiasm to support the unit
leaders. It has been an incredibly difficult time for everyone, but we are hopeful
that things are going to move forward nicely now.
If you have a daughter who would like to join one of the units, please either email
me on the address below, or complete the online form:
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
Rainbows 5-7, Brownies 7-10, Guides 10-14 and Rangers 14+. We are looking
forward to Christmas activities over the next month and hope that in the New Year
the girls will be back to completing badges with their unit.
Lastly, I would like to thank all the leaders in Hook Norton, (Guiding and Beavers),
who give up lots of time to run these youth groups for the girls. It is all voluntary
and I know that it is very much appreciated by the girls, parents and me. Thank
you every one of you!
Rupert Holdsworth (Beaver Leader) and I would also like to thank all the young
people who paraded at the Remembrance Service. Well done also to those who
were able to go into church for the wreath, flag and readings. You should be very
proud of yourself for giving up the time to attend. We were very pleased to have 8
Rainbows, 3 Brownies, 5 Guides, 8 Leaders, 13 Beavers and 2 leaders. Due to
Covid-19, numbers have dropped and so we are all hoping that in 2022 we will
have more numbers in the unit.
Julie Wood, Swere Valley District Commissioner, swerevalleydc@gmail.com

AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE
Our new autumn edition of Engage magazine is now out. To
access it please go to
https://mcusercontent.com/68d4f170ddb46a98f1caeff93/fil
es/6ffcccc9-2d03-17ac-6b8bd06483b412b2/SEPTEMBER_2021_Engage_UK_Magazine_s
mll_file_1_Autumn.03.pdf
To get in touch about anything you read, or to request free
printed copies, please
email media@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk to contact the
editor.

VICTORIAN EVENING
There is Victorian Evening in Shipston on Stour on 3 December 6-8 pm organised
by the Rotary Club and including a cake stall for Shipston Home Nursing. The town
lights are being turned on at 6pm. More details from Shipston Rotary Facebook
page.
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Matches - The winter league matches are now under
way. The A team is currently 2nd in division 1, while
the B and C teams have yet to have a match
recorded.
Fun Tournament - This
took place in October and
was won by Linda Marshall from Kingham and Ant Pugh
from Chipping Norton. (Photo left.)
Ladder matches - Ladies’, men’s and mixed doubles
matches are under way.
Club sessions and court bookings
Courts can be booked by members via our website.
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HookNortonTennisClub
Club sessions are also listed there, also COVID guidelines
and other useful information. Use WhatsApp to book on
to club sessions.

For coaching contact
Marc Gilkes, 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 / baselinecoaching@outlook.com or
Faith Heron, 07771 904 905 / faith.heron@gmail.com or
Steve Bone, 078 50 036 656 / sjbone96@gmail.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Kate Hopkins,
01608 642774 / khs.shoes@gmail.com or see:
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HookNortonTennisClub
Or see: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk
or www.hooknortontennis.com

Elaine Priestley
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Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator, Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial, honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 90 references always supplied
Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 720006
Rowan court, Milton Road, Bloxham, OX15 4HD
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk
www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
Harriers get ready for Christmas!
With a return to racing underway, Hook Norton Harriers
are is delighted to be running (pardon the pun) our annual
Christmas Canter race again on 19 December. This is
always a much anticipated local fixture, featuring fancy
dress, a mulled wine stop, and general festivity.
Unsurprisingly, the race has sold out in rapid time this
year and we’re really looking forward to seeing all the
runners.
Our own members have also been travelling the country in
order to run, although not everyone takes things to such
extremes as Suzie Field and Sam Rees, who ran the
Brecon Beacons Ultra Marathon, over 30 miles up and
down mountains! Suzie has also run the Broadway
Marathon since, so well done to her. The cross-country
season has also now started, and our Harriers team
recently enjoyed the first fixture at Bicester. Many thanks
are also due to Harrier Richard Tew, who took on
marshalling duties for the day. We’re now looking forward
to the next fixtures, which are likely to be a fair bit
muddier!
Suzie and Sam at the end of their ultra-marathon
Nell Darby secretary@hooknortonharriers.org.uk

CPRE OXFORDSHIRE FLOODING & POLLUTION REPORT
A SURVEY OF OXFORDSHIRE’S TOWN & PARISH COUNCILS, 2021
Findings show that at least 17% of towns & parishes in Oxfordshire experience
flooding problems and at least 20% of towns & parishes experience issues with
sewage/sewerage infrastructure.
CPRE Oxfordshire wants to see:
��

Thames Water setting out clear measures to address the issues raised in this
report, including targets and investment commitments.

��

Local MPs supporting the Sewage (Inland Waters) Bill and the Environment Bill
to ensure water companies are legally bound to stop discharging raw sewage
into the ocean and rivers.

��

Oxfordshire Plan 2050 to ensure all new developments demonstrate that their
associated infrastructure will either maintain or improve water quality, not add
to the risk of flooding, and be in place before the site is occupied.

��

The river Thames to achieve Bathing Water designation.

CPRE Oxfordshire has produced an interactive map highlighting where the issues
are, view the map and download the report from our website:
www.cpreoxon.org.uk
Did your Town or Parish Council respond? If not, you can let us know what flooding
and/or sewage issues your neighbourhood is facing.
Contact campaign@cpreoxon.org.uk
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County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Open for Business!

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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We welcome ladies and gents into our
salon for cutting, colouring and blow
drying. Come to us where you will be
greeted into a warm and friendly
atmosphere. We will do our very best,
so that when you leave you will be
feeling on top of the world!! (and we
get to do all the cleaning up!).
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The Pantomime team from The Theatre Chipping Norton had a wonderful day
filming their Panto trailer with Missy the Shire Horse from Hook Norton Brewery! It
was bitterly cold, but the sun was shining and they kept the crew warm with mugs
of tea and plenty of carrots for Missy. If you want to watch their trailer for
Rapunzel, head over to their social media channels or visit their website
chippingnortontheatre.com. Rapunzel starts on 17th November 2021 and runs until
9th January 2022, tickets are selling fast so book your seats now if you want to
join them for some panto fun!’
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