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day life here is like for us all and how
it and Hook Norton changes over
time.
COPY DATE: FRI 14 MAY
But the Newsletter is more than a
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
historical record. It needs to be
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
useful and relevant to readers right
Find us on the web at
now and for the future.
www.hook-norton.org.uk/villageFor the first time during Covid-19, as
newsletter
far as we can remember, the
Newsletter wasn’t delivered door to door.
Did it make a difference? Did people miss it being delivered or was it enough that it
was online? Do people read it at all?
With all the upheaval Covid-19 has brought, the Newsletter team feel that now is a
good opportunity to ask our readers about what your view of the Newsletter is. This
will allow us to consider your views and to adapt the Newsletter to best meet the
needs of the village.
We would therefore be very grateful if you could take just a couple of
minutes to consider and complete a few questions. If possible, please
complete our survey online at https://s.surveyplanet.com/MOhYFdiiK. This
link is also on the village Facebook page. If that’s not possible the survey is
on the back page. Tear out the form and return it to us by leaving it in the
Newsletter box on the windowsill in the Village Shop. If you only read the
online version or don’t read it at all then please let us know that as well.
Hopefully, societies and groups will be able to begin
to plan events and become active again during the
next few months. If this does happen, please let us
know what is going on with your group in time for the
June edition.
We have one final thank you to John McCormick for
our cover photo this month. John comments that
perhaps all paths do lead to Hooky! Where else?!
Deborah and John Weaver, 737791, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders

Watts-Canine
Stockists of:- CSJ Natural Dog and Cat Food, Herbal
Supplements & Treats, Cortaflex for Human and Canine.
My name is Kim Watts recently based in Hooky and due to my
competitive dogs chose to become a stockist for CSJ for the
last 16 years due to the excellent quality and price for their
many different types of natural dry kibble.
Call/text me for any advice on our products & free trial samples
07967 375234 Email:- kim@wattsagility.com
www.watts-canine.webs.com & www.csjk9.com
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
The current situation is that the Oxfordshire Library Service will begin a
phased reopening of its libraries from 12 April 2021.
The Friends of Hook Norton Library are waiting in the wings, ready to
become involved when we get the green light for the reopening of our
library. Meanwhile, there will be some internal work carried out, which
will enhance the building and the facilities.
I am sorry to announce that our ever popular Book and Plant Sale will once again
have to be cancelled. We can only hope that things will return to normal at some
point later this year.
Sue Ditchfield (Secretary of FOHNLC)

HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
Fri 2, Sat 3 and Sun 4 JULY 2021
The HNCA are making plans to stage our
local charity music festival, Music at the
Crossroads, on the first weekend in July.
All is dependent on Covid-19 and staying
on track with the Government guidelines,
which we are monitoring closely. The
safety of our attendees, organisers, suppliers and acts is priority and we will only
proceed once we are confident that we can meet the necessary
requirements. We look forward to a fabulous summer village
event, a chance to gather again outdoors and enjoy our local
charity music festival.
Here's a quick outline of what’s being planned.
Friday night 7 till 11pm: a mix of cover bands and original acts
to get us in the spirit.
Saturday from 1.30 till 11.45pm: We are thrilled to announce that From the Jam
will headline the festival on Saturday 3 July 2021 and that most of the supporting
acts booked from 2020 will also be performing. We wish to thank From the Jam and
their team for continuing to support our festival.
Sunday from 11am till 4pm: We are adding a Sunday ‘chill’ session for the first
time, your weekend tickets include this event. Sunday entry is free of charge, the
bar will be open and you can relax and enjoy more live music.
Tickets purchased for 2020 will remain valid for 2021. Tickets can be purchased via
our website and Eventbrite. We are anticipating good demand for tickets this year
and in addition we may be forced to reduce numbers if Covid-19 planning requires,
so we advise getting them early. Should the event not go ahead due to Covid-19
you will be offered a full refund or the option to transfer to a rescheduled date.
Profits raised go to local organisations and national charities (including Bloodwise –
the Leukaemia research charity).
For more information see www.hookymusic.co.uk or search for us under Music at
the Crossroads (or see our Facebook page).
We hope to see you in July for this fabulous annual festival on our usual pitch at
the Hook Norton Brewery with the magnificent From The Jam.
From the team at Music at the Crossroads and the Hook Norton Charitable
Association, keep safe and well. Kind Regards.
Pete Watkins, petewatkins4@aol.com, HNCA and MAC
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HOOK NORTON’S FIRST COUNCIL HOUSES

Building site 1921

Hand pump in situ

Original entrance with gate

2021 marks 100 years since the Banbury Rural District Council (BRDC) built the
first council houses in Hook Norton. Discussions on the subject started in November
1917 when the BRDC contacted Hook Norton Parish Council (PC) regarding a rural
housing scheme being brought in by the Government. Two years later the BRDC
visited and it was suggested that 20 new houses should be applied for, but in the
end 28 were built.
The original site suggested for the scheme was the Park, then the Butts was
considered before finally deciding on Mr Goffe's field in the Bourne. As can be seen
above, originally it was a gated community and the gate was still there until at
least the 1950's. The houses were provided with large gardens so there was little
need for taking up an allotment as well. Investigations took place in 1919 to
consider providing a water supply to the estate from Fanville Head by way of
Scotland End and the Ivy House, but it appears the cost of £579.00 could not be
justified and the idea was rejected. Instead, two hand pumps were provided to be
shared by the 28 houses and each relied upon a bucket toilet. The estate did get
electricity laid on in the 1930's.
With the coming of the Second World War, householders on the estate took nine of
the first evacuees to arrive in the village and seven households kept pigs supported
by the village pig club. By the late 1940's the BRDC had built the second scheme of
council houses named the Glebe. Then followed another scheme in the 1950's
named the Bourne, which was when the original 'Bourne' became 'Bourne Lane' to
avoid confusion. The village finally got mains water laid on in 1956, so Bourne Lane
at last had water from the tap and flush toilets! More modernisation would follow in
later years, as well as private ownership. The final council housing scheme came in
the 1970's with the building of the estate in Down End called Well Bank. A plaque
commemorating the build of the original council houses in 1921 by the BRDC
appears on the front of one of those houses in Bourne Lane.
James Tobin, (With thanks to the Village Museum)

U3A OPEN DAY 2 JUNE 2021
Chipping Norton u3a are part of the nationwide Open Day planned for the morning
of 2nd June 2021, restrictions permitting. Followed by the monthly meeting & talk
at 2.30pm on Zoom. If you are interested in finding out about these events or u3a
in general please contact cnmembership@btinternet.com or check out the
websitehttps://u3asites.org.uk/chipping-norton/home
Chris Sale
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Special promotion. A free bottle of
champagne with any tank changeover!!
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HOOKY ALTERNATIVE RACE FOR LIFE
SUNDAY 3 OCTOBER 2021

Hold the date, dust off your running shoes, pink tutus and wigs and start that
couch-to-5k programme!
Entry forms will be available nearer the time, in the Village Shop and The Sun and
distributed around the village as usual.
For more information or if you would like to be involved in/have suggestions for
other fundraising events, please contact me.

gillbegnor@live.co.uk

WILDLIFE NOTES
A few residents wondered what happened to the Wildlife
Notes in the last edition of the newsletter. As I have
mentioned in the past this is ‘your’ page and I rely on
sightings and other notes to include in it. Sadly I did
not receive any details prior to the deadline in January
so there were no Wildlife Notes in February.
However, since then several villagers have been in
contact.
A blackbird with unusual plumage has been seen in several gardens in Hooky.
Thanks to David Watts for the photo. Having looked online it would appear to be
‘suffering’ from leucism. This is where an animal has a partial loss of pigmentation
causing white, pale or patchy colouration but not the eyes unlike albinism.
We have had the usual suspects eating from our garden feeders. However, there
have been some rarer sightings. A red poll was seen in a garden in the south side of
the village. The barn owls resident in the barn on the farmland at Gilden Farm have
been seen recently. Let’s hope that they have a successful breeding season. Mark
Taylor and others have seen the owls whilst out and about in the area.
The pond behind Ironstone Hollow continues to attract birdlife. Tim Burchell told me
about a pair of little grebe on the pond. A kingfisher has also been seen down there.
Tim also saw a pair of cormorants flying over the village one afternoon.
It is not unusual to see deer in the fields on the outskirts of Hook Norton. However,
they sometimes venture into gardens. Shaun McHugh had some fallow deer in his
garden at East End. They have also been seen in gardens in other parts of the
village from what other residents have told me.
As usual please send me details of your sightings to me David McGill.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Great hair
without the
frizz
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We at Salon2 are adhering to
Government guidelines to keep
both you and ourselves as safe
as possible, we constantly have
updates from the National
Hairdressers and Beauty
Federation. This does mean
everything takes a bit longer.
Thank you to everyone who have
been so positive with the way we
are doing things.

NEWS FROM THE RECTOR
We open St Peter’s Church for worship at 10am on 28 March,
‘Palm Sunday’!
From then we hope to remain open for regular Sunday worship as
well as for private prayer on a Wednesday afternoon. Although we
have enjoyed meeting together for services via Zoom it will be
wonderful to see people returning in person to worship at St Peter’s.
Services for Holy Week and Easter:
Thursday 1 April - with thanks to Janet Collins we share a take-away ‘Passover
Supper’, but in our homes with the service via Zoom. If you catch this in time by 25
March a meal can be ordered from Janet Collins. Friday 2 April – a Good Friday
midday service in St Peter’s Church. ‘At the Foot of the Cross’ will be quiet and
reflective. Sunday 4 April – Easter Sunday. We hold an 8am traditional Holy
Communion [BCP] and a 10am service of Easter Praise to celebrate that Jesus is
alive!
Does the Christian faith intrigue you? For the Summer Term we hope to run
meetings for anyone who wishes to find out more about what Christians
believe…we’ll publicise details soon.
Fundraising is such fun here in Hook Norton and my thanks go to the Quiz Team
who have organised two quizzes this year and to all who support fundraising for the
church. We have a Garage Sale on 17 April and a Strawberry Tea on 17 July, among
other events, to look forward to and details can be found elsewhere in this edition.
We do need your help – is there someone who could be our local village church
treasurer? It doesn’t have to be someone who comes to church. Our faithful
treasurer steps down at the end of April. Please speak to myself [tel. -737223] or to
the church warden, Mark Taylor [tel. – 730089].
Also, we would like to continue to record services at St Peter’s so we can place them
on social media to reach those who can’t attend. Can you come to record a service
for us? If so please again speak to me or Mark. By the way, we only record those
helping to lead in the service – our videos never show those in the congregation.
The Christian story of Easter takes us on a journey through the depths and heights
of emotion - from Jesus’ suffering and death, when all but a few deserted him, to
the wonderful morning of the resurrection when he conquered both sin and death
that we might know forgiveness and eternal life. We have journeyed through dark
and difficult times due to Covid-19. Knowing that Jesus has walked and experienced
the high and the lows of earthly life assures us that we can pray with honesty and
with feeling, in thanksgiving or in sorrow and lament. Keep praying. He hears your
prayers and will comfort and strengthen you.
Even with the easing of the lockdown we know that there will be many personal
ongoing needs and if we can help anyone in any way then please don’t hesitate to
ring me or call at the Rectory. I wish you all the blessings of Easter.
Revd Janet Faull
rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk, or call on 01608 737223

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 Club
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
Jan £100 J Milne,
£25 J Dudek, £25 J Hughes
Feb £100 N Longmore, £25 K Hope, £25 J McCormick
Should you wish to own a number in this 100 club please contact;
Jane Orchard sjorchrd15@gmail.com
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WHEELS AND WATERWAYS
As anti-viral therapy, I have been riding the excellent Hooky Low Carbon electric
bikes around quietest country lanes in our area and, to while away the dark days of
winter, I have documented some of my favourite routes with maps and notes. If you
are interested in details, please get in touch – I can even supply GPX files, if that is
useful for you. Details of the E-Bike scheme are on www.hn-lc.org.uk. Cycling
focuses my mind on hills (!), but hills of course mean valleys and rivers, so I have
also taken a more careful look at how the many waterways that surround us relate
to one another, as a background to the rides. I thought you might find my summary
interesting. If you spot errors or omissions, please let me know.
The main rivers around Hook Norton (note: the map does not highlight some of the
rivers all the way to their
source). Source of map:
WWF.
The three biggest rivers
draining our area are the
Cherwell to the E, the
Evenlode to the W and S
(both of which feed the
Thames), and the Stour to
our N (which meets the
Avon at Stratford);
everything else is a
tributary of one of these.
The main watershed, away
from which these flow,
follows an arc that begins
at Chipping Norton, runs
NE between Gt Rollright
and Rollright Heath, then N
to Oatley Hill before
bending sharply E to
Wigginton Heath. Further
north, the sharp limestone ridge from Brailes to Edge Hill also marks a division
between waterways flowing generally W towards the Stour and those flowing SE to
the Cherwell. This complex of river valleys makes for a lovely rolling landscapes, but
it also means that most bike rides feature a lot of slopes, as most routes skip from
valley to valley.
Our local stream, the Rop, rising above Fant Hill house, flows E past the brewery
and through the village. South of us, and almost parallel, the Swere flows in the
same direction from its source NE of Over Norton, through Swerford, before being
joined by the Rop at Wigginton – continuing E to join the Cherwell near Aynho. It is
possible to leave Hook Norton eastwards, without a climb, by following the
Rop/Swere past Wigginton, South Newington and the Barfords, but to travel S, W or
N from Hooky you must first climb out of the Rop valley.
Travelling S, via either Southrop or Scotland End, the first significant obstacle is
South Hill, the other side of which is the Swere valley. S of the Swere, the land rises
and falls again to another Cherwell tributary (known locally as the River Tew), which
also flows eastwards, past Great Tew and through Nether Worton. Even further S,
the Glyme, and its northern tributary the Dorn, add further valleys, before these
turn S to join the Evenlode near Bladon.
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WHEELS AND WATERWAYS (contd)
W of Hooky, the land climbs above the headwaters of the Rop to the watershed at
Oatley Hill, but then falls again to the Nethercote Brook. This rises just S of
Whichford, flows initially SW, but then follows a long, right-hard curve through Long
Compton, before flowing N between Little and Great Wolford, heading for its
confluence with the Stour S of Shipston. Further W and SW, the landscape is
dominated by the Evenlode and its many tributaries. The Evenlode flows in a wide
arc from Moreton-in-Marsh, to both the W and S of Chipping Norton, before cutting
SE to join the Isis/Thames N of Wytham Woods. The tributaries of the Evenlode
extend as far N and E as Great Rollright and Little Compton. Indeed, water from
Rollright Heath may find itself reaching the Thames either by flowing E down the
Swere to the Cherwell or SW down the Rollright (or Swail) Brook to the Evenlode.
N of us, the watershed running from Oatley Hill to Wigginton Heath divides us from
the river Stour. This beautiful valley rises on the N slope of the Heath, and travels
westwards (the opposite of the Rop), through Traitor’s Ford, Stourton and
Cherington (with a tributary in Whichford) before turning sharply N at Mitford Bridge
to track the A3400 into Shipston. I love it that rain falling N of Wigginton Heath will
eventually flow along the Bristol Channel into the Celtic Sea, while spring water from
our side of Oatley Hill will meet the North Sea at the mouth of the Thames.
N of the Stour, it has tributaries flowing S and W out of the Sibfords and Brailes.
Many more streams, with charming names like the Tus, Cod and Wagtail Brooks,
also feed it from all the Warwickshire villages that are NW of the scarp slope that is
known by various names as it runs NE from Brailes: Tysoe Hill, Old Lodge Hill, Sun
Rising Hill and, most famously, Edge Hill. The part of South Warwickshire at the foot
of the slope is a much flatter Lias clay plain; easier cycling of course, but no less
pleasing in its own way, with many tiny, almost-deserted lanes to explore.
SE of the Brailes to Edge Hill ridge, the Sor Brook rises close to Edge Hill itself, and
flows SE to Broughton, Bodicote and Adderbury before joining the Cherwell, also
near Aynho. This is fed by three major tributaries: the Shutford Stream rises N of
Shenington, near Upton House, passes through Shutford and joins the Sor at
Broughton. A second rises N of Epwell and flows SE through Epwell, Swalcliffe Lea
and the Tadmartons, also joining the Sor at flood-prone Broughton. A third, joining
the Sor at Adderbury, rises below Rye Hills golf course and flows close to Milcombe
and through Bloxham. And so we have come full circle; I hope you enjoyed the ride!
David Jones, david99jones@outlook.com

GARAGE/TABLE TOP SALE
Saturday 17th April
9 am—12 noon
If interested in taking part in this village event please
Tel: 01608 730512
E-mail: angelmrpowell@gmail.com
To book your Garage/Pitch on ‘The Map’ Charge: £10
Covid Safe Rules will apply.
A chance to recycle and re-use your lock down clearance, produce etc.
Proceeds towards St Peter’s Church
Angel Powell
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES 2021
Yes Beerella, you will go to the Festival!
Despite the current timetable for the lifting of restrictions
indicating that events can be organised for after 21st June, the
organising committee have decided that the risk of committing to
expenditure we may not be able to cover if dates change, is too
great to hold the festival on the usual 3rd Saturday of July.
Instead, we have decided to run a scaled down event, in
conjunction with the brewery, on 25 September. Current thinking
is that there will be around 50 beers available, and attendance
will be limited to 1000.
This will be a ticket only event to allow us to control numbers and
comply with any social distancing guidelines that might still be in
place. We will be offering tickets within the village before they go on general
release. We are still in the early stages of organisation so we will try and keep you
up to date in the Newsletter and on social media.
One thing we have already agreed upon is that we will be offering to pay the full
wholesale price for beer this year instead of begging it as we usually do. This is in
recognition of the severe difficulties brewers have had over the last year. When we
do our ring round, we may find that a significant proportion of smaller brewers may
have gone out of business. As brewers have supported our fundraising by donating
their beer for free in previous years, we feel it is only fair to support them when
they need it.
We felt it was important to hold a Festival this year even if it is slightly different and
our aim is still to raise a significant amount of money for both Blood Cancer UK and
the many local charities that we support. We are confident that, with your support,
we will be able to achieve this and have a memorable event.
We will still need volunteers to help with all aspects of preparation and set up as
well as serving on the day although perhaps not as many as we need for a typical
festival. You can contact us via the Hooky Beer Festival Facebook page, email us at
info@hookybeerfest.co.uk or just shout (something nice) to us in the street.
Hugh Robertson

HOOK NORTON CLASSICS
CLASSIC CAR - BIKE - SCOOTER & VEHICLE MEET
By way of an update, we are planning to restart our monthly meets at the brewery
from Sunday 27th June 2021, (10am through to 1pm lunchtime). Then all being
well, realign with our normal second Sunday of the month get-togethers from July
onwards through to and including October.
We will be following all the recommended guidance on virus
control suitable at the time. Providing the control of the
virus and Boris's road map of Covid19 recovery stays on
track, we will follow the dates set out above.
PLEASE COME ALONG IN OR ON YOUR TRUSTY
CLASSIC.
IT’S A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO MEET, CHAT &
DISCUSS ALL THINGS CLASSIC & VINTAGE.
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK HOOK NORTON CLASSICS WEB
SITE WWW.HOOKNORTONCLASSICS.COM
EVENT ORGANISERS: BRYAN-07929726049 & ROB-07805448841
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDER SCHEME

Everyone can make a difference
Spring heralds the start of the good
weather, and hopefully an improving
picture on all fronts. If we work
together and keep following the
guidance, we have the opportunity to
really make a difference. The vaccine,
better weather and improved
temperatures will help reduce the
spread, and we learn more every day.
As lockdown eases, we can also support others including family, friends, and
community. The amazing Hooky Neighbours have led the charge and still do,
continuously raising their game, thinking of new ideas to help those that need it. We
live in a fantastic community and our combined efforts will not be in vain.
Something you could do for us is make sure that the number or name on
your house is visible from the road. Time is the biggest enemy to any
emergency service, attendance can be seriously impacted if we are unable identify a
house/location. If you call us or any of the emergency services this and a light helps
us.
South Central Ambulance Service Charity who funds the CFR’s in our region have
recently upgraded our communication devices which comprise a mobile and
specialist apps including a unique and highly accurate mapping system. We have
now had these devices for about three months and they are proving invaluable,
especially in places like Hook Norton and the surrounding villages. However, they
are only good to get us within a few yards of a location, if the property is not
identifiable by name or number, then there could be a serious delay (remember,
every second counts).
If you have a serious health emergency, dial 999, do not hesitate. For less urgent
issues, dial 111 and the team will guide and help you. Whatever emergency you
have, call these numbers, the teams are there for you and always happy to help
and support, we promise you it is the right thing to do.
We will be re-posting the links, on our Facebook page more regularly, which will
take you to the information, guidance videos and websites, in particular how to
respond to health emergencies e.g. a cardiac arrest, using a defibrillator and how to
locate them etc. in addition to the various Covid-19 Guidance and Information
sites.
To update you on our activities the CFR team has been busy and have a total of 38
calls, from which we were stood down from 5, so attended 33 patients in and
around the area including 11 in Hook Norton, the reminder in Sibford, Tadmarton,
Over Norton, North Newington, Bloxham, Milcombe and and Banbury.
On the team front, we have a new member joining the wider geographical team at
Kingham.
Finally, PLEASE follow the advice relating to Covid-19, staying safe yourself and
keeping others safe and protecting the NHS. Our frontline services and staff are
owed a huge debt of gratitude, by doing this we are all doing something to repay
their selfless service to our community.
Christopher Fry
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OPEN GARDENS 2021
It is some time since Hooky hosted an Open Gardens. They have always been fun
and popular.
Post Covid-19 restrictions, what better way to celebrate (well, one way!), than
allowing those of us who have found much pleasure in our gardens, opening them
up for view.
We think that our community will also find the delights of other people’s creations a
good antidote to our lockdown life; a wonderful opportunity for socialising in such
relaxing open-air spaces. What a happy way to catch up with those village friends
we haven’t seen for so long - a ‘win-win’ situation.
The PROBABLE date would be Saturday 4th September.
If you would be interested to open your garden, could you let us know by the end of
April, then we can start the ball rolling.
Rita Wheatley - 737097 or jovridw@tiscali.co.uk

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you gratefully received. Old
dog leads have any of the following to spare, they would be very - collars blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food - chews brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea treatments toys - cat carriers etc. PLEASE DO NOT DONATE ITEMS CONTAINING
FEATHERS e.g. pillows or bedding.. Anything you think would make an
unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier. Anything not suitable will be divided
between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and Blue Cross Charity shops in
Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive them. Thank
you to all those who leave anonymous donations on my doorstep, who I
cannot therefore thank in person. Hilary Wiseman, 737374
19

20

ALE WOOD CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS
At the edge of Hook Norton, Ale Wood is a little known wood that is a delightful
place to walk at almost any time of year. There is a bridleway that goes along the
edge of the wood from the Chippy Road, almost opposite Crofts Lane, up to Court
Farm and a footpath that cuts across the site from nearer to the Pear Tree to the
top of the site. It is a great place
for a short stroll or as part of a
longer walk or you can sit on the
bench up the slope and look
across to Hook Norton church.
The wood was planted by the
Woodland Trust in 2014 with
about 6,000 native trees and
shrubs including birch, cherry,
beech, oak, spindle, hawthorn
and small-leaved lime. It was
purchased subsequently by a
group of friends who wanted a
project to manage a young
woodland, do their bit for the
environment and learn new
skills. Through the seasons you
can see hazel catkins, then
cherry blossom, then dog roses as well as many native wild flowers throughout the
year.
Back in October 2019 a group of volunteers from Chipping Norton Green Gym came
to Ale Wood and started to remove the tree guards which were used to protect the
young saplings from damage by deer and other animals. Once the trees are a few
years old the tree guards can harm the
trees by distorting the trunk and causing
other damage. Through 2020 a few
volunteers from Hook Norton continued the
job of guard removal as a form of exercise
during lockdown and now almost all of the
6,000 guards are gone. The result is a
healthier and more attractive wood. Chippy
Green Gym aims to help keep volunteers
healthy and at the same time carry out
conservation work all around Chipping
Norton including in Hooky. If we get more
volunteers from Hooky, we can undertake
more projects to help the environment
around our village and further afield. If you
fancy joining us in our friendly group
sessions on Wednesdays take a look at the
website at https://www.chippygreengym.org/ or for more information on Ale Wood
look at the Ale Wood Facebook page at https://facebook.com/alewoodhooknorton .
David Newton and Elaine Priestley
Thank you also to Dr Philip and Jennifer Wander for this lovely photo looking from
Ale Wood to the Church during the snow this year.
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
At Hook Norton Primary School, we are delighted to have all
the children back. By the end of lockdown, children, staff,
parents and carers were exhausted and I cannot praise or
thank them enough for their effort and dedication during this
time.
Education during a lockdown is quite different as you can
imagine. We use online platforms to set tasks for the children
to complete.
They may have a worksheet to complete, a video to watch
and maybe some research or an activity to do. Eventually
they will submit their work either online directly, using photos or possibly even a
video of themselves depending on what they have been asked to do. The teachers
are then able to look at their submissions and provide them with feedback.
It is obviously labour intensive and everyone was extremely tired by the time we
were able to fully open. At home, parents needed to provide a suitable place for
children to learn and support them in their learning depending on the task set, age
and ability of their children.
Many of our parents also had to juggle remote learning with their own jobs and they
were burning the candle at both ends to achieve this, but the determination was
enormous and our children have continued to make progress.
We have still been able to participate in some of the key national and international
events. On world book day, the children dressed up as characters and those in
school and at home shared video calls and photos to celebrate. Among all of the
incredibly important areas of education, reading is our top priority and to have an
event that celebrates in this way is not to be missed, even if there is a lockdown!
Engaging with Hooky Neighbours is another area that lockdown has not prevented
us being able to participate in.
It is a group that we love being involved with and this time our children wrote to
some of our neighbours. The letters obviously brought joy to the neighbours and
some of the replies were very touching.
We were also able to send assemblies and lessons home as part of mental health
week. This is a key area on the national agenda for adults and children, of course.
After a year of constant disruption, last minute changes to how we live our lives and
uncertainty for so many people, it is no surprise that many of us need support in
this area.
Although school is not back to normal we now have a novel system to ensure
children have the option of a hot meal every day: flight trays. Food is delivered to
the classrooms in plastic trays with lids and the children currently eat at their
desks. The food (and I know!) is delicious and the uptake has been very good.
Of course, we long for a return to normality. We miss having lunches together in the
hall and whole-school assemblies. We miss the freedom to walk around school and
interact with everyone, whichever class they are in. We are so grateful for
everything that has been achieved over the last couple of months, but look forward
to better times ahead for ourselves and for the whole community.
Justin Stone, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
Registered charity no’ 1127136
The Rotary Club of Banbury Cherwell run an annual charity fund raising cycling event the Broughton Castle Sportive. Cyclists cover one of 5 routes from 5 to 100 miles,
starting and ending in the grounds of Broughton Castle, near Banbury by kind
permission of Lord Saye and Sele, and Martin Fiennes (who normally rides in the
event).
We have run this event for 8 years and raised in excess of £70,000 for local charities
and our past donation list includes Style Acre, Katharine House Hospice, Dogs for
Good, Thames Valley Ambulance, Banbury Scouting Association, Cyclists Fighting
Cancer, Leonard Cheshire Agnes Court Home in Banbury, plus many smaller donations
to local charities. We plan to continue this level of donation subject to entries, costs,
and weather!
Broughton Castle Sportive 2021 is being planned in the anticipation of being to run the
event despite having had to cancel our 2020 event due to Covid rules. Our primary
charity targets in the 2020/21 Rotary Year are:
• Banbury Scouting Association
• Radio Horton Hospital Radio
• Cyclists Fighting Cancer https://www.cyclistsfc.org.uk/
For more information or to register an entry to the Sportive visit
https://www.broughtoncastlesportive.co.uk/,
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QUIZ
Inspired by one of my favourite TV quiz shows, this editions’ puzzle is based on
Only Connect. You have 3 ‘guess the connections’, 3 ‘what comes 4th, 1
‘connecting wall’ and 3 ‘missing vowels’. Answers are on page 37.
What connects each of the following sets of 4 clues (the final box is for your
answer):
1. MARS – MILKY WAY – GALAXY – MALTESERS ……………………………
2. BOAT RACE – BARNET FAIR – LOAF – MINCE PIES …………………..
3. BRICK – PARK – BRIDGE – MIDDLE …………………………………………..
4. GERMANY – S.AFRICA – BRAZIL ………………………………………………..
5. SPHYNX – DRYLY – CYST ………….E.g…………………………………………..
6. NETTING STREET – HIGH STREET – CHAPEL STREET ………………
7. Solve the connecting wall so that each horizontal line has a connection. The
space is for your rational.
a, FUGGLES

CASCADE

MOBS

RIVAL

b, CHALLENGER

FALLS

SOVEREIGN

BORN

c, TIGHT

PLAYER

HI

FORCE

d, RAPIDS

GOLDINGS

CONTENDER

CHINOOK

Missing vowels – all on a Mappa Hooky, with the vowels removed and spaces
added:
E.g. ST NS WY = AUSTIN’S WAY
8. N DC SR D =
9.L DS C HL ND =
10. RN S TNH L LW =
Kevin Hope
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council: Due to Covd-19 restrictions, legislation was changed to enable
Councils to meet virtually. The Parish Council has been doing this on the advice of
local council bodies NALC/OALC and it has been able to carry on with its monthly
meetings. If you would like to attend a virtual PC meeting, please contact the Parish
Clerk rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk and she will send you joining details. Minutes
are held on Hook Norton Parish Council’s website at https://hnpc.org.uk/
Hook Norton’s Annual Parish Meeting will take place virtually on Thursday
8 April at 7.30pm. If you would like to attend, please contact the Parish Clerk, as
above, and she will send you joining details. This meeting will be immediately
followed by the monthly Parish Council Meeting.
Vacancies: Do you care about your village? Then we need you! Two vacancies exist
on the Parish Council. As a councillor you can become a voice for your community.
Councillors are community leaders and represent the aspirations of the people they
serve. They engage directly with the most local part of the democratic system and
are closest to the public. By standing for your Parish Council you could make a real
difference to your local neighbourhood. Interested? Please email the Parish Clerk, as
above, asking for more information.
Contact Us: The Parish Council is responsible for the general upkeep of the village
and making sure that the facilities you use, such as the play area, allotments,
Memorial Hall, cemetery and church grounds are well maintained. It also has new
projects which it is working on, including the creation of wildlife zones, tree planting
and improving access to transport. Councillors are keen to hear from you on these
and similar matters to make sure they are taking your views into account. Come
along to any Parish Council meeting or email the Parish Clerk or any Councillor
directly, (details below).
Your Parish Councillors are:
Janeen Wilson, Chairman
Allison Hicks,
Vice-Chairman
Derek Brotherston
Bob Mills (Co-opted)

janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk
allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk
derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk
bob.mills@hnpc.org.uk

Caroline Gregory (Co-opted)

caroline.gregory@hnpc.org.uk

Richard Noviss (Co-opted)

richard.noviss@hnpc.org.uk
nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk

Nathan Matthews
Diana Porter
David Shepherd

diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk
david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk

Recreation
Cemetery
and
Allotments
War Memorial
Hall
Cemetery
and
Allotments
Cemetery
and
Allotments
Recreation
Environment
War Memorial
Hall
Environment

War Memorial Hall: Unfortunately the hall remains closed due to Covid-19
restrictions. It is regularly monitored and inspected to comply with insurance
requirements.
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL (contd)
Planning: the Parish Council has objected to the application for 43 houses to be
built on Station Road.
Bus Shelter: The Parish Council has erected a bus shelter near Ironstone Hollow on
Station Road.
Dog Owners: the Parish Council has provided a number of dog bins in the village.
Please use them to dispose of excrement left by your animal. To report an offence,
visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/193/dogs/391/dog-warden-service Dog owners are
asked to keep their dogs on leads in the cemetery and in the play area.
Litter - Play Area: please do not leave litter the play area. Please use the bins
provided or take your litter home.
County Councillor George Reynolds can be contacted via
george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown is the main contact for Hook Norton, Milcombe,
South Newington and Wigginton. He is your first port of call for any planning or
District Council issues. He can also be contacted via hugo.brown@cherwelldc.gov.uk
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible
Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC, rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

HAVE YOU GOT YOUR CENSUS LETTER?
Census day is on March 21. Households should have
received letters with a unique online code explaining
how they can complete their surveys, which should be
completed before the beginning of May.
If you haven’t got one, please get in touch with the national
census contact centre. You can also request a paper
questionnaire if you’d prefer to complete your census that way.
The contact centre can also provide guidance and help for those who need it.
Additionally, local census support centres will be open while the census is happening.
Staff will offer help for people who are not confident online, or who do not have a
computer, or need help completing on paper.
The census, run by the Office for National Statistics, is a once-in-a-decade survey that
gives us the most accurate estimate of all the people and households in England and
Wales. It has been carried out every ten years since 1801, with the exception of 1941.
Now is the time to make your mark on history!
It takes just 10 minutes per person to take part and your census response will help
inform where millions of pounds of public funding is spent on services like transport,
education and health – on cycle routes, schools and dental surgeries. Information
from the census is also important in helping lots of other people and organisations do
their work.
Keeping you and your information safe
All personal records will be locked away for 100 years, kept safe for future generations.
Statistics are only compiled based on anonymised data. Personal information is not
shared with any organisation and is never sold.
Operating in line with the Government’s latest Covid-19 guidance, field officers will
be deployed across the country to contact those who have not responded. They will
offer help and advice to those who need it. They will also remind people that their
census response is a legal requirement.
For more information and to find out how you can get help, please visit
https://census.gov.uk/ or call the national contact centre on 0800 141 2021.
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069
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HOOKY NEIGHBOURS COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE
Hooky Neighbours are organising a weekly minibus
service to Chippy one week and Banbury the other.
Although we are targeting older residents, we also hope
to include others who don’t have access to their own
transport. The capacity of the bus is 15 people so, if the
service proves popular, you may have to book in
advance. If a group of you want to go on the same trip
just let us know.
It will be cheaper than the scheduled bus service and we
will be able to pick you up and drop you off near your
house. You will have roughly 90 minutes to get up to
whatever you want! If you have a carer with you, they go free!
In order to allow us to plan routes and pick up points in the village, if you are
interested in using this service please fill in the tear out form on the back page and
pass it to your Hooky Neighbours person when you see them or call 07930 483927
to arrange collection. Alternatively, drop your completed form into the Newsletter
box on the windowsill of the Village Shop.
Hugh Robertson

ROBERT J FANSHAWE
Robert J Fanshawe, an author and pub
landlord from South East London was
born in Chippy and brought up on Court
Farm near Hooky in the 50s and early
60s. He is writing a book of poems and
prose about his early life and how it
compares to village and farm life today.
He would like to get in touch with
anybody willing to contribute to his research, both those
living in the village at that time or relatively new to the village.
Robert can be reached by email on bjfanshawe@icloud.com
Robert J Fanshawe
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BREAKING THE CONSUMPTION CYCLE
We are all caught in the cycle of consumption, it’s part of the fabric of our lives. Part of
the solution to living more sustainably and breaking this cycle lies in understanding why
we consume: how we all have more ‘stuff’ than we need and why we acquired it.
Mostly our consuming is down to one of the following - 1.
Basic need, shelter, warmth
and food, 2.
Wellbeing and happiness, 3.
Attracting attention, 4.
Reinforcing our
sense of belonging and identity, 5.
Giving social status, 6.
Out of habit, that’s so
familiar we don’t notice we’re doing it.
Every choice we make is subject to the temptations of consumer therapy, whether it’s the
newest technology, the latest model of this or that, or shopping to feel better, be it
clothes, food or alcohol or desiring a change of scene, climate or culture. We engage in
this to feel better and here’s the rub. At best it does, but only for a short time and then
we need to do it all again. It’s this repetition we’re addicted to and is so resource hungry.
Sustainable activities and awareness training can help us re-balance our emotional
triggers: more nature, more arts and crafts, more exercise, more contemplation practices,
more music, more care and more creativity. Rather than giving up our pleasures, this
expansion can enable us to find more appreciation and awareness to fully enjoy them
without the emotional driver to addictively repeat them quite so often.
Sarah Haden and Hugh Poulton, www.sukhitayoga.co.uk
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BEE FRIENDLY GARDENING
There are lots of ways that you can make your garden
friendly for wildlife.
Bee facts
250 species of bees in the UK
224 wild solitary bees
25 wild bumble bees
One domesticated honey bee
Trees you can plant this winter to help pollinators
Male grey willow (sallow) Salix cinerea
Goat willow Salix caprea
Small-leaved lime Tilia cordata
Service trees: Sorbus torminalis, Sorbus domestica
Apple Malus sp - any, fruit bearing, or ornamental
Cherry Plum - Prunus cerasifera
Wild Hawthorn - Crataegus monogyna/laevigata
Gardening tips
Leave the dead plant stems over winter. Hollow stems may be used by bees for
over wintering.
Provide flowers throughout the year – some bees emerge as early as February.
Buy organic to ensure bulbs and plants haven’t been treated with neonicotinoids.
Have a flowering lawn.
Provide a source of water for bees.
Leave a patch of bare earth – mason bees gather mud to build egg cells.
Include a variety of flower shapes – different species have different tongue lengths.
Clare Mowbray

HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
Make starting running your post-lockdown
challenge!
We’re looking forward to the easing of lockdown
restrictions at Hooky Harriers, and to seeing each other at
our regular Tuesday night club runs and at parkrun, when
local events hopefully start again in June. However, in the
meantime, we’ve been taking part in our monthly
lockdown bingo competitions, which
have given us various challenges to take part in, in the hope of
winning a prize (and just for the fun of it, of course!). From
dressing up as nuns and singing while we’re running, to
spotting farm animals and post boxes, we’ve really been
enjoying the missions set for us by our social media rep, Lisa!
With the government roadmap having been released, we want
to set those who would like to start running their own postlockdown challenge. As part of our plans for a summer of
running, the Harriers are intending to start a two-month long
Couch to 5K programme in June. Anyone who would like to take up running, but is
lacking in confidence and/or experience, would be very welcome to join our
welcoming C25K leaders – for more information, contact
info@hooknortonharriers.org.uk.
Nell Darby secretary@hooknortonharriers.org.uk
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LAND TRUST
Hook Norton Community Land Trust
will be launching a Community Share
Offer in May 2021
Look out for our Community Share launch
in May when you will be able to invest in
the Hook Norton Community led homes
and shared facilities. Community shares are a great way to support local community
enterprises, providing them with the long term finance they need to start and grow.
They have been used to finance community housing, shops, pubs, community
buildings, renewable energy initiatives and food growing schemes.
You can make a real difference by investing in your community and receiving a
return on your investment.
HNCLT received a resolution for planning permission to build 12 affordable and
sustainable homes that will have a positive effect on the environment.
The homes will be built with a communal building that will contain a community run
café and workshop space that will be
shared with the whole village. After
months of community consultation
and financial planning we are nearly
ready to start the build. We will be
looking to raise £600,000 from
community shares to enable us to put
the equity in place to develop the preconstruction phase of the project and
begin the build of the homes and
communal building.
We will be holding a webinar to
introduce and explain how community
shares work and how to invest in them. Details will be announced on our website
and social media soon. https://www.hooknortonclt.org.uk
Research by the University of Cambridge found that the main reasons people buy
community shares are to use their money to invest in projects that have a positive
social and environmental effect in their community.
Our share offer will be regulated by The Community Shares Standards Mark which is
awarded to community benefit societies whose share offers meet national standards
of good practice. https://communityshares.org.uk/community-shares-standardmark
If you choose to invest in HNCLT you will be helping to create the first community
led, environmentally sustainable homes that are permanently affordable to people
with a local connection to Hook Norton.
For more information contact us at: hello@hooknortonclt.org.uk
Membership of HNCLT is now open and costs just £1!
We are delighted to announce that membership of HNCLT is now open and costs
just £1. As a Community Benefit Society, owned and run by its members, you can
join us by purchasing a £1 share and help to transform the dream of affordable,
sustainable, community led homes into reality. We are delighted that so many
people have registered interest in the project and by becoming a member you can
contribute to the decision making process and help to shape the future of this
innovative project.
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LAND TRUST (contd)
Membership is simple and affordable and open to anyone over the age of 18 who
lives or works in the local and wider community and who supports the aims and
ethos of HNCLT.
Details of membership can be found here on our website:
https://www.hooknortonclt.org.uk/join-us
Design Progress
Our project Architectural Designers, Charlie Luxton Design, are currently re-working
aspects of the design of the homes in order to simplify the layout to decrease
unnecessary costs from the project. The layout of the maisonettes on both terraces
has been simplified to become either flats or houses. This has enabled the overall
height of the buildings to be reduced which will be beneficial for the existing houses
in The Bourne and Cascade Road that are close to the site.
All of the homes are still well above the minimum space standards and the four
ground floor flats on the North terrace are designed to ‘Lifetime Homes’ standard
which was developed by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation to make homes more
easily adaptable for lifetime use at a minimal cost.
HNCLT received a copse of 30 saplings from the Woodland Trust
HNCLT recently received an award from the Woodland Trust of a small copse of 30
saplings to plant on the community housing site to enhance the wildlife friendly
landscape that will surround the homes.
Trees form an important part of the landscape design, which will encourage wildlife,
green the space and provide vibrant spring and autumn
colour. The problem is that the homes will not be completed
until 2022 and the saplings needed to be planted out and
supported by March 2021. Charlie Luxton stepped in and
agreed to plant the copse of saplings on the slopes of the land
near his new studio. He’ll be looking after them until the
community homes are built and ready for occupation. When
the time comes the mixture of Silver Birch, Rowan and Cherry
Blossom will be gently lifted and re-planted around the
community housing site.
Charlie Luxton mulching the saplings.
What do Young People think of the Housing Crisis?
What do young people think of their chances of ever being able
to afford to live independently? Find out by reading Luke
Fallon's blog post on the HNCLT website.
Luke is a final year A-level student at The Warriner School in
Bloxham, Oxfordshire and is hoping to study Architecture and
Environmental Design at university. His passion for greater
equality in the housing market and sustainability in the
environment motivated him to conduct a survey of young
people between the ages of 16 and 20 to find out what they
think of the housing crisis. You can read Luke’s blog here:
https://www.hooknortonclt.org.uk/news.
As soon as our Allocations Policy is approved by Cherwell District Council we will be
opening a formal register where you can apply to live in one of the homes which will
be advertised widely on our website and social media channels.
For more information contact:
Cathy Ryan, Chair, Hook Norton Community Land Trust,
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THANK YOU
From Kate Jelf
On behalf of myself and my children Nicholas, Sharon and
Caroline, I would like to thank our friends and neighbours of
Hook Norton for their thoughts and kindness after the loss of
Ray. We have been completely overwhelmed and your
support has given me great strength.
Thank you again, Kate Jelf

From Sara Withey
I would like to say thank you so much for the most amazing send off for my
husband, Bob Withey, I think he would have been most upset to have missed it but
I think that is the best sign of a good funeral.
Thank you to James Clark for being the first Responder. He was with us within 10
minutes of that fateful phone call and the Ambulance people were with us 10
minutes after that. Wow!! They were so quick!!!
I would also like to thank the Village for requesting a procession. It is such a
privilege and I never thought of doing such a thing.
Thank you also to Sally, Mike and Dan Austin for ringing the bells during the Covid19 times and to Nigel and Nathan Matthews and the drivers for the flashing
,hooting lorries; they were a show stopper !!! Bob's undertaker driver said it gave
him such a shock he nearly crashed (Bob would have loved that).
I know that Bob is leaning against that bar in the never closing pub and drinking
that never ending pint and smoking that never ending cigarette, (because he can
now), and telling those hilarious stories to his friends. Save me a barstool Bob!!!
From your forever loving wife Sara XXXX

From Steve Maule and Family
We would like to say a huge Thank you for all the kind and thoughtful cards of
condolences and to all those who lined the High St on 19 February 2021 to say a
final farewell to Sheena. She would have been totally overwhelmed with all the love
shown that day.
Sheena spent many weeks in and out of Katharine House during her illness. The
care and support they provided to Sheena and us as a family was truly amazing. We
will be forever grateful. With their ongoing support and the help of The Lawrence
Home Nursing team. Sheena was able to be cared for at home until her final days.
Sheena peacefully passed away on 29 January in Katherine House with her family
by her side.
We would also like to that this opportunity to thank Janet Collins for such a personal
and heartfelt service and for the strength and support she provided throughout.

QUIZ ANSWERS
1 Chocolates by Mars; 2 Cockney rhyming slang for body parts; 3 Hook Norton
‘hills’; 4 Russia (World Cup hosts); 5 E.g. Fry (words without vowels; decreasing in
size);
6 East End (moving through Hooky, west to east); 7a, Hops used for brewing, b,
homophones for HN roads, c, synonyms for waterfalls, d, opponents; 8 Round Close
Road; 9, Old School End; 10, Ironstone Hollow.
Kevin Hope
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Sewing for you
Frances Williams
Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making
& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297 Mobile: 07964 691274

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!
I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!
My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.
I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.
Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com
Fully insured
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Observing strict C19 social
distancing

SUSPENSION OF HOOK NORTON WI
It is with sadness that we announce the suspension of our WI
group meetings and activities.
Although Covid-19 has contributed to this decision, we were
having difficulties before Covid-19 began. Although we had 38
members we were unable to form a committee, with no one to
take the roles of President, Vice President and Treasurer. Without
these roles it was not possible to carry on.
It is hoped that we may be able to form a women's club of some
kind in the future when things improve. We must wait and see what is allowed.
We thank all members past and present for their support and who knows, WI may
one day be re-formed.
Margaret Gardner, Hook Norton WI Secretary

HOOKY NEIGHBOURS
Hooky Neighbours would like to express our thanks
for all the support everyone has shown us over the
past few months. A special thank you to Hooky
Primary School and pupils who continue to help us
reach out to the older members of the community.
It’s been a busy time and we still have lots more
planned.
Our main project this year is the shopping mini bus
– it’s starting to look good and we should be
trialling it after Easter. We have included a
questionnaire to help us fine tune the service.
As we continue to support members of our community we are also learning lessons
as we go along and we would like to share some of our findings.
If you are or are supporting someone vulnerable or living on their own, please
encourage them to do the following:
�� Share Hooky Neighbours phone number or email with family members - we will
always be available to check up on someone and give support.
�� Share contacts of family members with someone you are in regular contact
with and somewhere easily seen in your home.
�� If living alone think about a key safe in case of emergencies and share the
number with a neighbour or ourselves.
We have found that the sharing of this information makes a stressful situation a lot
less stressful and means help can be given quickly.
Our other project in the pipeline is helping our older and vulnerable members of
Hooky access the internet. If you know of someone or you would like help in this
please contact us at hookyneighbours01@gmail.com or on 07930 483927.
Lastly, we have kindly been asked if we take donations. Yes we do. If you would
like to make a donation to our charity please donate to:
Hook Norton Care Group, Sort Code 60-01-35, Account No.90221877.
However, we would remind you that we are a group of volunteers and never expect
and ask for money for help.
Again, thank you to everyone that keeps an eye out for those in need, gives lifts to
appointments and especially to those wonderful people providing treats every
weekend - I hear they are amazing !!!!!
Michelle Dix
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING IN HOOK NORTON?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced/friendly local staff offering straight forward & honest advice.
�� Marketing HQ in Chipping Norton with window display in the Hook
Norton shop.
�� Online with rightmove.co.uk, onthemarket.com & kingandwoolley.com.
�� London Park Lane office with The Guild of Professional Estate Agents.
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional surveying & Financial Services contacts.
�� Tailored marketing services & competitive fee structures.

Whatever your property requirements in the village or surrounding area,
contact David Hawley on 01608 642111 or
chippingnorton@kingandwoolley.com
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

Tel: 01295 263505
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6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01608 642111

INTRODUCING THE FORGE GARAGE IN BRAILES
Hello there. My name is Simon and I run the Forge Garage in Brailes with my wife
Katie. The garage was founded in 1952 by my grandfather and is now in its’ third
generation. With the closure of Firs Garage back last autumn we wanted to get in
touch with everyone in Hook Norton to introduce ourselves.
We are aware that many people are not driving their cars as much as usual, so we
wanted to give you a few suggestions for keeping your car ready for when you do
need it.
Every time you drive you should:
Gently try your brakes when first setting off to ensure they’re working properly,
check that all of your lights are working properly and check that the windscreen,
windows and mirrors are clean.
It’s also a good idea to look at the following from time to time:
Start up your car once a week and let it run for around 15 minutes to give the
battery time to increase its charge - this should help to prevent a flat battery; roll
your car back and forth a few metres every so often, if safe to do so, to
prevent brakes from seizing; check fluid levels including oil, engine coolant, brake
fluid and screen-wash to ensure they’re at least at minimum recommended levels;
check that tyres have sufficient tread depth and no defects. The minimum
legal tread depth in the UK is 1.6mm; check that the tyres are properly
inflated. Under-inflated tyres increase fuel consumption and can affect the braking
performance of your car.
If you need help with any of these checks or have any concerns about
your vehicle please do give us a call on 01608 685247 or drop us an email
at enquiries@theforgegarage.co.uk. We will happily carry out a health check on
your vehicle at no cost and let you know if anything needs doing. You can then
decide if and when to have any work carried out. I’ll leave you to digest all that
and go back to the workshop now, please stay safe and look after yourselves.
Cheers for now.
Simon Haycock, www.theforgegarage.co.uk
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Open for Business!

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com
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BAPTIST BANTER
I am sure we are all tired of the Covid-19 Lockdown
and the restrictions that has placed on our freedoms.
I know it was especially tough for us as a family over
the Christmas and New Year period where we would
normally have gathered together. The UK
Government have announced their ‘roadmap’ to ease
the lockdown restrictions over the coming months so
there is ‘light at the end of the tunnel’, but it can’t
come quick enough!
It may surprise you to know that loneliness is a big issue in the village and has been
since long before the Lockdown was imposed, the only difference now is that more
people have experienced it. Some folk can cope well with the isolation, but others
do really struggle. You don’t have to be living on your own to experience loneliness.
You can experience loneliness in a crowd!
We are not designed to be alone (Genesis 2:18). God created us to be in fellowship
with Him and with one another, and so when we become isolated it can affect our
mental health. Some have developed coping mechanisms but a lot of us struggle
with it.
Our family, the Baptist church, have tried to adapt to these trying times by having
online video conferences so we can all get to see each other, and share what we
have been up to, to pray together and to study the bible together, and that has
helped to an extent, but it can’t replace the close social contact, the hug, the
sharing of a ‘cuppa’ and having a good ol’ natter. Seeing someone in person is so
much better than seeing someone on a screen.
We can’t wait to open our doors to the community
once more and welcome you all in but there will be
restrictions in place until at least 21st June.
Meanwhile, if you feel lonely, firstly, I encourage you
to pray to God! In Isaiah 41:10 God promises ‘Do not
fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am
your God. I will strengthen you; I will help you; I will
hold on to you with my righteous right hand’.
Secondly, if you want someone to talk to, contact me
using any of the methods below and we can start a
conversation. If you have any needs, let me know!
Finally, I invite you to come and join us. Come and meet our church family who will
welcome you, love you and support you, no matter what. We would love to see you.
Over the next few months, our church activities will be re-emerging like the
daffodils and crocuses in our gardens. Check our website or follow us on social
media for details.
Pastor Peter Brookes
@HookyPastor

www.hookybaptist.org.uk/

Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069, pastor@hookybaptist.org.uk
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Members learnt about common land from an online talk by Frances Kerner, the Open
Spaces Society’s commons re-registration officer, on 2 February. ‘The word ‘common’ does
not mean that the land is commonly owned. Like all land in England and Wales it has an
owner, but others have rights there too, to graze animals, collect wood and bracken or dig
peat—and the public has the right to walk, and in many cases to ride on them,’ said Frances. They are rich in archaeology, wildlife and natural beauty, and these days are important
for public recreation, rather than people’s livelihood. Many villages have small areas of
common, including a half-hectare common in Hook Norton, Frances explained.
Our 2020/21 season is drawing to a close with only two meetings left. On 6th April Rowena
Archer will be talking about The Rise and Rise of Alice Chaucer. This is a talk carried over
from last season when the pandemic put paid to us meeting in person. The AGM is on 4th
May and will be followed by Paul Clark talking about some of the historic buildings in the
village. Paul has visited several of the older houses as part of his work with the
Oxfordshire Buildings Records so his talk should prove interesting.
As with all our meetings this season the final two will be for members only and presented
via Zoom. Work is underway to book speakers for next season. The Baptist Church Hall
has been booked so we are all waiting for the end of lockdown and the restrictions that go
with it.
Finally, for those of you who been doing a lot of walking during lockdown and want to
know where to go or where you have been there are still a few copies of the History
Group’s latest publication – Hook Norton Footpaths, 8 Walks around the Village available
for sale. They cost £4 each. Copies of the booklet and more details about the group and its
aims can be obtained by contacting the secretary, David McGill.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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The Waterfowl Sanctuary and Children’s Farm
Wigginton Heath OX15 4LQ
Winter Opening Hours 11.30am – 4.00pm weekdays
10.30am – 4.30pm Saturday and Sunday
Lots of birds and animals to see. Woodland walk with wild birds,
playground and picnic tables. Please bring your own food and drink.
Adults £5.00

Children (aged 1-15) £4.00

HOOK NORTON SENIOR CRICKET CLUB
Summer is coming and Covid-19 permitting we are raring to go
to start up cricket again! We are very much hoping and planning
for a full season of cricket and the dates that our matches and
nets are due to start are below.
If you are a competitive cricketer, a casual Sunday player or
someone who has hung up their boots and bat but is keen to be
involved as a scorer/umpire or enthusiastic supporter, we’d love to see you. We
really do have cricket for everyone at all levels both during the week and at
weekends.
This season we are particularly looking for a few extra faces to join our
team of umpires for both weekend and midweek senior/junior matches.
Umpires officiate with their home team this season and receive a payment
for doing so. There is no commitment to do it every week and we would
like to hear from you even if you can only do a handful over the course of
the season. We are also always keen on hearing from any scorers on a
similar basis and for both roles free training is available if required.
If you are interested in any capacity in joining our friendly club, please contact Rob
Webb our Chairman on 07932 156641.
We look forward to seeing you at the Bourne supporting your village team very
soon.
Hook Norton CC Dates for your diary:
Wednesday 31st March: Nets begin (go ahead from the government and ECB
permitting) These will be on a Sunday morning 10am -12.00 and a Wednesday
evening 6-8pm or when the light goes.
Saturday 24th April: pre-season friendlies. 1st team AWAY at Moreton in Marsh
and 2nds AWAY at Great Tew.
Saturday 1st May: pre-season friendlies continued… 1sts HOME Oxford
Downs, 2nds AWAY Oxford Downs.
Wednesday 5th May: Midweek league begins
Saturday 8th May Cherwell League matches commence:
1sts AWAY Bicester and North Oxford 2nds. 2nds HOME Chesterton
Sunday 9th May: 1st Sunday fixture Enstone AWAY
Julia Ingham
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

46

NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
There were lots of
happy faces when we
reopened our doors for
everyone last month—
children, staff and
parents!
During the winter lockdown, only about a third of our 100 children were still in
school, while the rest were at home learning remotely. School life is still not back to
normal — we still need to stay in our carefully segregated class ‘bubbles’. But it’s
wonderful to have everyone back in the building, and we’ve been pleased by how
eager the children have been to throw themselves back into ‘live’ learning.
Some recent highlights:
Indian Partnership: Green issues are very close to our heart here at Great
Rollright. In the autumn we earned our first international Eco School Green Flag
award. And now we’re honoured to be one of only 10 schools in the country chosen
for take part in the ‘Green Schools Partnership.’ We’ve been twinned with another
environmentally-minded small church primary school 5,000 miles away in Eluru,
India. Over the next two years our children will share ideas about how young
people can work to save the planet.
Book Week: We’ve never been able to limit ourselves to a single World Book Day,
but always make it an excuse for a full week of activities celebrating the joy of
reading. This year, though, World Book Day fell before the full reopening of schools
— so we had our first ever Virtual Book Week, featuring book-themed activities,
crafts, and fancy dress and popular videos of staff reading their favourite books. It
worked so well that we’ve
now created a permanent
virtual school library on
our website, where
children can find links to
hundreds of books being
read aloud.
Easter: We were glad to
be back together to
celebrate the lead-up to
Easter, even though
Covid-19 precautions
forced changes to our
usual activities. We
missed our whole-school
Easter service in St
Andrew’s Church next door but we still managed to hunt for Easter eggs!
School tours are suspended at present, but there’s a virtual tour on our website
(https://great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk/). And we’re happy to chat anytime about what
we offer — please call us on 01608 737202. We look forward to hearing from you!
Michelle Hastings, Headteacher
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Upcoming events (possibly!), please contact us to check
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
REQUEST FOR HELP – THE KIBBLE FAMILY
The Kibble family once lived in Hook Norton and William and Diana Kibble were
buried in St Peter’s churchyard in the 1800’s. Their grave has been subject to root
damage and is currently in a state of disrepair. Before you stop reading, this is not
a cry for financial assistance in restoring the plot; I am prepared to do whatever
work is necessary, with the help of other Hooky helpers, to make good the grave.
What is needed at this stage is to see if we can track down any descendants of the
Kibble family, to bring the extent of the damage to their attention and seek
permission to carry out the much needed repairs.
This all happened a long time ago and, obviously no one from those times is
around today! But here are some details compiled by local historian, David McGill,
which may help to locate any living ancestors of William and Diana. Both William
and Diana were born in 1789. When Diana died in 1830 aged 40, William was a
grocer in the village.
The couple had 5 children – 4 of which survived to adulthood; 3 daughters,
Elizabeth, Charlotte and Lucy and son William. By 1851, William senior was retired
and living in Bodicote. Lucy had married William Haynes, a tailor, in St Mary’s
Church, Banbury in August 1849. William senior died in 1854, and briefly, here’s
what is known about what happened next. Elizabeth married George Kibble and
settled in Kidderminster.
They had a daughter, Emily, who married Joseph Belcher who was born in
Wantage. Joseph was an ironmonger and in 1891 they are recorded as living in
Bridgnorth with their children, Hilda, Joseph and John. Moving onto Charlotte,
Elizabeth’s younger sister; she married Richard Smith in May 1856 in Leamington.
They had two sons, Richard and William. Richard married Marion Ryley and they
had two sons, Richard born 1886 and Leslie born 1888. Leslie Smith, an engineer by
profession emigrated to Canada. Richard married Elsie Stanes and they had two
sons, Richard, born in London in 1933 and Derek born 1935.
Back to Charlotte and Richard’s younger son William who was born in 1861. He
married Leah Jones and settled in Bridgnorth where William was a pharmaceutical
chemist.
The 1911 census shows that they were living in Moseley and had three children;
William born 1892, Barbara born 1893 and Leah born 1897. Of the three children it
was easier to find more information about Barbara. She married Hugh Thompson, a
Captain in the US Medical Corps, who had served in WW1. She died in 1971.
The last of this Kibble generation, William, was found to be living with his wife Mary
Ann and children William, Albert and Edith at 36 Leswell Lane in Kidderminster. The
older brother was a initially a draper’s assistant and had moved into Birmingham
with his wife Lydia, but by 1911 he had changed jobs and was listed as a porter in a
gun factory. Albert seems to have spent the rest of his life living in Library Steps
and died in 1941. No further information was available about Edith.
So there we have it – our very own ‘Who do you think you are’ mystery. If any of
this information strikes a chord, please get in touch with John Blackham on (01608)
737087.
John E Blackham
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
OPEN GARDENS FOR KATHARINE HOUSE – APRIL 2021 – SUMMER 2022
As we move into spring and look forward to summer we hope that our annual Open
Gardens for Katharine House can take place this year. If you are interested in
opening your garden in support of Katharine House or for more information please
email getinvolved@khh.org.uk or contact our fundraising department on 01295 816
484 or visit www.khh.org.uk/gardens
EASTER VIRTUAL BALLOON RACE – 4 APRIL 2021
Take part in our virtual balloon race - the perfect gift for everyone to enjoy this
Easter. Enter the race for just £3, and you’re in with a chance of winning £500! It’s
a great way to celebrate Easter, whilst supporting those affected by life-limiting
illness. Find out more www.khh.org.uk/balloon
FIRE WALK FOR KATHARINE HOUSE – SEPTEMBER 2021
As the temperature drops, why not turn up the fundraising heat by taking part in
our fire walk to help support people facing life-limiting illness in our community.
You'll be walking over embers burning at a temperature that could melt aluminium without any injury or pain. You'll receive all the training needed to take part on the
night during a 1 hour motivational session. To find out more head to
www.khh.org.uk/firewalk
LONDON MARATHON - OCTOBER 2021
Are you looking for something to work towards this year? Have you always wanted
to run a marathon? Why not take on the challenge and sign up today and take one
of our two places to run in this year’s London Marathon. We also have some virtual
places! Katharine House will be with you every step of the way… just head to
www.khh.org.uk/london-marathon-2021 to find out more
OXFORD HALF MARATHON – 10 OCTOBER 2021
Do you want something to work towards this year? Sign up to the Oxford Half
Marathon this October! #RunForCharity for Katharine House and support our
patients and families at the same time! Secure your place on Team Katharine House
by registering at www.khh.org.uk/oxford-half-marathon
SWIM SERPENTINE – 18 SEPTEMBER 2021
Have you ever wanted to take part in an open water swim? Do you want something
to look forward to, later in the year? Why not join the team as they swim the
Serpentine this September!? There are lots of different swims to choose from to find
out more head to www.khh.org.uk/swim
FREE DIGITAL KATHARINE HOUSE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
Be first to hear about all of our upcoming events this year. Please sign up to receive
our Katharine House digital monthly newsletter, which is designed to keep you in
touch with what's happening at Katharine House Hospice, including news of our
fundraising events and developments at the hospice. Just head to our website to
sign up www.khh.org.uk/newsletter
Molly Davies,Marketing & Communications
Assistant
Fundraising Tel: 01295 816484
| Main: 01295 811866
Email: molly.davies@khh.org.uk
Web: www.khh.org.uk
Katharine House Hospice, Aynho Road,
Adderbury, OX17 3NL
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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Hello! How are you!
We hope you have all been looking after yourself and keeping positive!
We are super excited about the future plans the government has put into place to bring
us all safely back to a sense of normality. We have been getting our spring cleaning
gloves on to prepare for your wonderful return! With exciting developments in the Garden!
From April 12th we will be opening our pub garden on selected days and times to ease
you into the new regulations and make you feel safe and comfortable on your return
back. We will then look at increasing our opening times as the months progress. This
allows us to provide a safe place for you to reconnect with family and friends whilst
enjoying yummy food and our amazing Freespirit Pub hospitality.
Its not just April 12th on our minds we have been busy across all our sites behind the
scenes with new guests rooms, restaurant facelifts and even a BRAND NEW venue
from Freespirit pubs on the cards to join the family! In the meantime while we are on
lockdown check out our Takeaway offering every Saturday as well as Sunday Night
pizza 5pm - 7pm,follow us on social media for all the latest news.
Much Love
The Sun Inn Team
www.thesuninn-hooknorton.co.uk
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday:
Closed
Thursday/Friday:
Drinks from 4pm to close
Food from 5pm to 8pm
Saturday:
Drinks from 10.00am to close
Food from 10am to 12, Noon to 3pm and 5 to 8.30pm
Sunday:
Drinks from 10am until close
Food from 10am to 12, Noon to 3pm
*Tables will be "First come First Serve" no prebookings. Max 6 people to a table *
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THE MARY MOSER ART PRIZE
Two days before Christmas I was searching through the H&M sales racks when my
phone rang. It was Esther from Oxfordshire Artweeks telling me I had won the Mary
Moser Award for 2021. I put the shirt back on the rack and went and sat quietly in
my car to gather my thoughts! The Mary Moser Award recognises Oxfordshire based
artists who have turned to art later in life or
who are now making a career out of it after
working in a different field. I’m not that later
on in life, (I’m only 42 though that feels old
enough some mornings), but I’ve worn many
different hats. I was a bookseller for years, I
hung shows in galleries, and I was an
education manager for an arts charity for over
a decade. I worked in what they call ‘shadow
professions’, occupations that come so
tantalisingly close to the thing you want to do,
it’s almost enough.
2020 has been a rubbish year for so many
people and for so many reasons, but I think
many of us wish for a break from our lives, to
step off the treadmill so that we can look
around and take stock and, for some of us, the
pandemic did provide that. Pre-Covid-19, I was busy with teaching and painting but
it felt like my career was taking forever to unfold. Suddenly I had whole days in
which to paint.
Once I got past the guilt I felt for enjoying the creativity lockdown gifted me, I
began to feel grateful for the strange way the world slowed down enough for me to
feel like I was catching up. Clearly, pandemic-pace is the pace I function best at.
The rest of the time I feel like I am in the slow lane watching everyone else speed
past.
By the end of 2020 I had stacks of finished work and two galleries representing me.
I made the kind of creative leaps in my work that would have taken years back in
the crazy pre-pandemic world. I updated my website, said yes to opportunities, and
made sure I was posting regularly on my social media. Which brings me back to
that H&M sales rack back in December and that phone call. Because though I had
been a busy little bee behind the scenes, I wasn’t sure anyone had noticed, but they
had.
Being a full-time artist is a strange thing. With most careers you have an idea of
what they might be like before you start. You have a job description, and maybe a
sense of how the years ahead will unfold. Art is quite a different beast. There are no
appraisals and, for the most part, no well-worn paths to follow. You will be your
own boss and the architect of your own career. So, when an institution like
Oxfordshire Artweeks hands you an award it feels like a thrilling promotion of sorts.
I shudder at the prospect of life returning to that anxiety-inducing dustbin fire of
obligations we call ‘normal’ and that is making so many of us ill, but one thing I do
know is that I won’t be joining in, I’ll be staying in the slow lane. Maybe I’ll see
some of you there.
NB: Hook Norton Art group runs every Tuesday morning via Zoom and hopefully in
person by autumn. If you are interested, please email me.
Rachel Cronin, rachcronin@hotmail.co.uk, www.rachelcroninartist.com
Instagram @rachelannecronin
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PILATES IN SIBFORD

On-line classes and private tuition available
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Our local venues are springing to life. It is encouraging to see how the Culture
Recovery Fund has helped and also to read how the time of closure has been used
– for instance our friends at Chippy Theatre have installed new boilers for energyefficient warmth, put in place new Stage Lighting and a new Lighting Desk.
Actual stage performances will have to be gently eased into production – at
present, activities have centred on classes, workshops and single acts.
The important thing is that they are alive – right through to Oxford, Birmingham,
Cheltenham and Northampton.
Above all, Stratford – the live on-line performances ‘Dream’ have lightened up
March and the RSC now announce that ‘The Winter’s Tale’ and ‘The Comedy of
Errors’, postponed from last year, will be brought to us soon. A touch of versatility
is that the RSC are hosting the 2021 Tulip Festival at Morton Hall Gardens Redditch
1-3 May. In addition to more than 100 tulip varieties to be admired, there is a
selection of costumes demonstrating the craftsmanship of the RSC.
Meantime, many theatres, in London particularly, are offering performances on-line
at a very modest cost.
At least two Art Galleries are offering some exciting shows – ‘The Making of Rodin’
at Tate Modern from 29 April, presents Rodin as a radical artist who rebelled
against tradition and invented new ways. It offers over 150 works, many of which
have not been seen outside France before.
However for me, the Royal Academy’s ’David Hockney: The Arrival of Spring, 2020’
is perhaps the most cheerful prospect of a joyful welcome to this Spring – 116 new
and optimistic works in praise of the natural world. It opens, hopefully, on 23 May
-through to 26 September.
I hesitate to suggest long drives but there are some wonderful outdoor sculptures –
perhaps Roche Court Sculpture Park, Salisbury or Dudmaston Estate, Bridgnorth
will give you a breath of fresh air.
Concerts remain limited to TV and the like – let us hope that by next time the air
will be filled with the sound of music and the concert halls filled with audiences.
John Wheatley

57

58

FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hi Hooky. I’m going to start, this month, with an apology. It
seems, in my newsletter articles, that I’m always ‘having a bit of a
moan’. Unfortunately, because of the nature of my role, as Parish
Warden, many of the issues I have to deal with are quite negative;
dogs’ mess, litter, discarded face masks, broken glass, potholes,
etc. And many of the conversations brought to me, when on my
rounds in the village, are related to these issues. And then I bring
the subjects to you. So, I feel I must apologise for seeming so
negative.
I’m actually a, generally, very happy, positive person, and I love the village, so it
saddens me when I see our lovely streets being treated with such disrespect. After all,
the village is for everyone to enjoy.
As I type this, the most recent issue, brought blatantly to my attention, was the
aftermath of a very windy, blue-bin day. Sadly, sometimes bins blow over; sometimes
they are just over-full, and sometimes the culprit is a blue box, lidless and vulnerable to
the elements. So may I request that a little thought be put into the filling and positioning
of each blue bin to minimise the contents ending up scattered across an undeserving
neighbourhood. And perhaps, a brick on the lid? Far too many of my work hours are
spent recycling recycling. It seems such a shame that, when a household has gone to the
effort of sorting their waste materials, it defeats the object of the exercise to have the
contents blown far and wide, into gutters and hedgerows, only to end up smashed under
vehicle tyres and pulped by the rain.
I know of many residents who take it upon themselves to ‘pick up’ as they go about their
daily lives, and to them I am extremely grateful – after all, we all live here so it’s the
responsibility of us all to keep our lanes tidy.
Then there are those who have taken it upon themselves to enhance their
neighbourhood with spring bulbs, and summer flowers, which are a real joy to behold.
Thanks also to those who keep their roadside hedgerows and shrubs under control,
ensuring passage along our narrow pavements is more easily accessible, especially for
the less mobile among us.
To finish, I still have an ever-growing pile of ‘found property’, each item washed and
awaiting a happy reunion with its owner. So, if you have lost something in the village,
please ask me. If you have found something, please inform me, as I’m the person most
people will ask. Just occasionally, items are returned to grateful recipients, so, if you
know of someone who may not be aware, please advise them of the ‘lost and found
property’ service. Thanks folks.
Wishing you a wonderful springtime, and a rapid return to whatever your normality may
be. See you around.
Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718

NEW MOVE MORE MONDAYS
JOIN FREE Live exercise sessions on Youtube run by Generation Games
Generation Games, Age UK Oxfordshire’s physical activity service are
now running free live exercise sessions on Youtube every
Monday at 10am.
Generation Games has been running online Zoom classes
since this first lockdown, which proved popular and a
great way to keep active during a period of restrictions.
There are also 24 exercise videos on their
Youtube channel ‘generationgamesuk’ for people to access at a time
convenient to them.

59

A BEANACRE ECO-PROJECT
A CASE STUDY FOR COMPOSITE WINDOWS
When looking to replace the windows in your home, it can be difficult to know
where to start. But if it’s low
maintenance, energy-efficient, highperformance windows you want, there
is a solution that ticks all of the
boxes: composite windows.
Offering both incredible airtightness
and exceptional thermal performance,
this latest development in state-ofthe-art windows is here to stay.
Composite windows are timberframed windows with a thin
aluminium skin on the outside. This
means that they look like wood, but
benefit from aluminium’s lower maintenance and increased durability.
After conducting thorough research, Hook Norton residents, Helen and Peter
Oxenham, opted for the triple-glazed TINIUM series from leading Danish
manufacturer STM to replace the windows in the eco-renovation of their home,
professionally installed by Enlightened Windows and their factory-trained team.
For Helen and Peter, the decision to go composite was a no-brainer, befitting the
sustainability at the core of the Beanacre project. Reducing the couple’s
dependence on oil was a key part of the renovation, as evidenced from the 25 solar
panels installed on the house, which also provide immersion heating and Tesla
battery charging.
The couple didn’t want to “add to the PVC pile” – as Helen puts it – and knew that
STM’s composite windows combined energy-efficiency with true durability. As Peter
explains: “There is no substitute for quality”. And, looking at images from the
project, the results speak for themselves.
To discover more about finding the best solution for your home, visit
enlightenedwindows.co.uk Georgia Tindale, Journalist, georgiatindale@gmail.com
Enlightened Windows, Long Compton, 01608 684 607, Enlightenedwindows.co.uk
Hello@enlightenedwindows.co.uk
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Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days

Times

Breakfast Club

Monday–Friday

7.30-9am

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

Costs
£1.00 per
15 minutes
£18.50

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£2.75

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£18.50
£5.00 per
hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726

We are Open for Business!
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP

LOVE IT OR HATE IT OVERNIGHT MARMITE LOAF
While we missed Real Bread Week, the international celebration of additive-free
bread, local suppliers and people who make it, you can still bake this lovely no
knead, part way to sourdough, loaf anytime at home.
It couldn’t be easier and you don’t even need to knead
it!!
While the inclusion of Marmite will divide some, it
imparts a lovely rich flavour and colour but you can
leave it out and just have a while loaf.
This needs to be baked in a cast iron Dutch oven or a
very thick crockery pot. Such as the one pictured.
Ingredients: 500g white
bread flour, 2tsp salt,
1heaped tsp dried yeast, 1 tbsp Marmite (optional) and
about 320ml lukewarm water. (Dough should be shaggy
but not wet.)
Method: In a large mixing bowl dissolve the Marmite in
the water, if being used. Mix all the dry ingredients
thoroughly into the water. (Mix well but don’t knead.)
Cover the bowl with Clingfilm or a damp tea towel and
leave overnight, (for at least 12 hours), at room
temperature.
In the morning tip the dough out and shape as well as you can into a ball on a large
sheet of lightly floured baking paper. Leave to rise for an hour and, while waiting,
turn the oven to its highest setting and put the crock in to heat with the lid on.
After an hour, slash the top of the bread with a sharp knife. Lift the bread, with the
baking paper, and drop it into the heated crock. (If there’s no one to hold two of
the corners with you bring all four corners together above the dough and lift the
whole thing into the crock one handed.) Put the lid on again and bake in the oven
for 30 minutes. Remove the lid and bake for a further 15 minutes.
Carefully lift out the bread, in the paper, and leave to cool on a cooling rack for at
least half an hour before eating.
Best eaten on the day it is baked but it toasts well, if you have any left by day two!
Deborah Weaver
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FROM THE REGISTERS
We were sorry to hear of the deaths of the following since the previous edition.
�� Dr Sue Pritchard of Hook Norton who was a GP in Shipston on Stour for the
last 20 years died on 29th January 2021, aged 56, of cancer, leaving a
husband, Michael. Her colleagues said ‘She was a very special part of our team
and loved by all. We will remember her as the beautiful, kind and
compassionate person she was; traits which have shaped and influenced us all
over the years and will continue to do so. An incredibly kind doctor with a
holistic, caring approach, Sue always put others before herself and went the
extra mile to support her patients. Sue was passionate about the health and
wellbeing of our community and this could be seen through her work with Drug
Action Shipston and in raising dementia awareness.’
�� Sheena Maule, on 29 January 2021. (See page 25.)
�� Ray Jelf, on the 19 February 2021. (See page 25.)
�� Geoff Hillman. (Ed: At the excellent age of 101!)
�� David-Shepley Cuthbert died on
the 4th February 2021.
David, with his wife Bridget, came to live
at Moors House in 1996.
He had worked in South Africa, the Far
East and the UK as a Chartered
Accountant.
In retirement, he remained as busy as
ever, following his varied interests. He had
always found time for voluntary work,
especially in education at the Further
Education College, the Cotswold Friends
Charity, Katharine House – and many
more.
Despite all the claims on his time, David
was always ready to serve our local
community – the Parish Council and St
Peter’s Church – and to that end Moors
House was a popular venue for charitable
events. Not surprising as the gardens, his
pride and joy, were magnificent in all
seasons.
David’s family and many friends mourn the
passing of a real gentleman who gave so
much pleasure in his zest for life. The
funeral took place at Banbury
Crematorium, but a Service and Celebration of his life will take place as soon as
possible.
Tragically last year granddaughter Izzy died of leukaemia aged 11 years. The family
felt that a joint-fund in memory of David and Izzy was the best way to thank St
George’s Hospital London for the wonderful care they provided over almost twelve
months in the Children’s Ward.
The money raised will be used to create a more welcoming and child-friendly
environment and provide a range of activities to brighten the children’s stay.
ANYONE WISHING TO SUPPORT THE FUND, MAY SEND CONTRIBUTIONS VIA
www.stgeorgeshospitalcharity.org.uk, marked for the izzysmile fund.
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Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator, Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial, honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 90 references always supplied
Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 720006
Rowan court, Milton Road, Bloxham, OX15 4HD
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk
www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
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We would appreciate if the newsletter survey could be completed online at

https://s.surveyplanet.com/MOhYFdiiK
But either the completed newsletter or bus surveys below can be also returned
to the newsletter box in the village shop.

HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER SURVEY
1.

How many people in your household read some or all of the paper Newsletter
delivered to your door? PLEASE CIRCLE ANSWER BELOW
0

2.

1

2

3

4+ I only read it on the village website

Do you look at the current Newsletter on the village website even when you
have a paper copy? PLEASE CIRCLE ANSWER BELOW
YES / NO / SOMETIMES

3.

Last year when we could not deliver the paper Newsletter did you:
PLEASE CIRCLE ANSWER BELOW
a.

Read it on the village website?

b.

Get it from the village shop?

c.

Not read it?

4.

If you answered 3C to the above please tell us why not.

5.

Please tell us your thoughts about the Hook Norton Newsletter. (E.g.Is it useful,
does it have the right content, the right format, is there anything else you
would like to see in the Newsletter etc.?)

6.

How well does the Newsletter meet your needs? PLEASE CIRCLE STAR
BELOW
Poor

Excellent

………………………………………………………....
HOOKY NEIGHBOURS COMMUNITY BUS SURVEY
I am interested in the service to Banbury
I am interested in the service to Chippy
Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………
Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………
Places in Chippy and Banbury I would like to visit
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