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FROM THE EDITORS
I wonder what we will think in two
editions time when we write the
editorial.

Businesses are starting up again
hoping for custom but social activity
is lessening: societies and clubs are
not meeting, buildings are shut, there
seems no immediate sign that much
will change until next spring, if then.

I suspect that whatever we expect it
will be wrong and timescales will be
different but that the essentially
friendly, sociable and helpful nature
of the village will remain the same.

Even if clubs and volunteers aren’t
meeting, some of them at least are
able to use the time to catch up on
things that normal hectic life just
doesn’t allow time to achieve.

The kitchen cupboards have been
cleaned out and now it’s time for the
local society filing cabinet no one has
had chance to weed within the memorable past!

At least if our house is anything to go by, there are still volunteers beavering away
at what can be done.

It struck us recently just how many volunteers the village has keeping things
running. Volunteers can’t sit still for long!

Thanks to Cathy Bobrow for this very autumnal snap that she took whilst out on an
early morning run.  As our American cousins say, “Fall is closing in”.

Deborah and John Weaver 737791, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

STAY ALERT CONTROL THE VIRUS
 SAVE LIVES

WE OWE THIS TO EVERYONE
WE ENCOUNTER
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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WE’RE READING THE NEWSLETTER DIFFERENTLY
In these weird times with most of us locked up and having lots of time to ponder inside
our four walls, I was, indeed, pondering.
As you know, we’ve not been able to deliver the newsletter to all Hooky properties
for a few editions now, we’re hopeful that we’ll be able to get back to it soon but only
when it’s safe for our wonderful delivery team to do so.
We’ve still been printing 300 copies each edition and having them available in the
Village Shop, for which we are very grateful to Joe and the team, and we’d also
indicated that each edition was also available on the village website (https://hook-
norton.org.uk/village-newsletter/).
We’ve even started throwing in digital edition only freebies such as extra photos that
were submitted by contributors for which we didn’t have room in the print copy.
And this is what got me pondering.  How many people are actually reading it on the
village website?  So I asked our web team and Emma one of our technical supremos
to see if they had any statistics.  Quick as a flash she came up with this (have a wild
guess when the newsletters come out!):

I should stress that these sort of reports aren’t an exact science because we can’t be
absolutely sure of the number of people because you don’t have to logon to our website
so we can’t (and probably don’t) want or need to uniquely identify people.  But if we
make a reasonable assumption that a person only goes to that page once each edition
to read the newsletter then we reckon at least several hundred people per edition are
accessing the digital version.  If we add those people to the ones who are still picking
the paper copy up at the shop each edition then we reckon that advertisers and people
submitting articles are reaching well over 500 people each edition.  Even in our reduced
circumstances, that’s not bad we reckon.

John McCormick
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
What a joy it is to be able to say that the lights are going on again!
It has been a dark few months – and it may be that some venues for the arts may
be permanently closed. But let us look on the bright side.
Our own Compton Verney has had many plaudits for its exhibition of works by that
archetypal Renaissance German artist, Lucas Cranach the Elder (1472-1553).
Yes, he was a most sought-after portraitist of German nobility but today, best
known for his seductive paintings of the female nude. The exhibition also displays
modern and contemporary works – demonstrating his significant and enduring
cultural influence. Happily the exhibition has been extended to 3rd January.
In London, the RA has a treasure trove from the Danish Ordrupgaard Collection;
under the title ‘Gauguin and the Impressionists’. Benefitting from the absence of
wealthy American collectors during WWI, a Danish couple, the Hansens, put
together a comprehensive collection of modern French paintings – a true delight. But
hurry, it closes 18 October.
A different use of ‘modern’ is the show at Tate Britain, ‘Turner’s Modern World.
This time the title refers to the industrial revolution, as one of our greatest painters
captures this new world as steam and engines transform society. Runs to 7
March.
The National Gallery is certainly ‘full steam ahead’ as it adds to the Titian’s ‘Love
Desire and Death’, referred to last time, with an exhibition of Artemisia
Gentileschi (1593-c1654).  In 17th-century Europe, at a time when women
artists were not easily accepted, Artemisia was exceptional. She challenged
conventions and defied expectations to become a successful artist and one of the
greatest storytellers of her time. Artemisia painted subjects that were traditionally
the preserve of male artists and for the male gaze; transforming meek maidservants
into courageous conspirators and victims into survivors. This first major exhibition of
her work in the UK runs to 24 January.
Finally, one of my favourites. Alfred Wallis (1855-1942), a former Cornish
fisherman who never had an art lesson. Even without training, he just did it because
he wanted to paint – a true naïve. You can see his work at Kettle’s Yard,
Cambridge – 24 October-3 January.
Understandingly the theatre has had an even tougher time than galleries. Although
the RSC performed in the Dell Gardens in September, I’m afraid it is dark for the
present.
However one bright spot is at Newbury and the Watermill Theatre. Not only
have they a new actor-musician version of ‘A Christmas Carol’ (18 Nov- 31Dec)
staged by 2 performers but also Ade Morris’s ‘The Last Flight of Amy Johnson’.
We are assured all the necessary safety requirements for theatre staff & audience
will be met.
Equally the Theatre Royal Bath has revealed plans to open with a brand new
socially distanced series of shows, commencing this autumn. All shows will adhere to
social distancing, with the venue's capacity cut from 888 to 375.
This will feature three cracking plays – Harold Pinter's Betrayal, (14 to 31
October), Michael Frayn's Copenhagen  (4 to 21 November) and a
production of David Mamet's Oleanna (25 November to 12 December).
We must applaud the determination to raise their curtains – I’m sure other theatre
companies are doing the same. If you can, please go along to support.
Again, I’m afraid, you must search out your own music entertainment – suffice to
say our own choirs and orchestras are desperate to start performing again.

John Wheatley
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Changes to opening hours are:-
Mon – Sat 8am -1pm 3pm – 6.30pm

Sundays 9am – 4pm
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THE HISTORY OF HNLC…
Did you know that Hook Norton Low
Carbon (HNLC) was established in
2008 initially as an informal group then in October 2009 as a ‘not-for-profit’
Community Benefit Society to promote the implementation of sustainable carbon
reduction and renewable energy initiatives at a local and individual level?
In 2010, HNLC was one of 12 organisations across the country to be awarded funding
by the government as part of the Low Carbon Communities Challenge (LCCC). This
provided us with some capital to invest and assist others to invest in sustainable
carbon reduction initiatives with the joint objectives of taking tangible and sustainable
steps in reducing the carbon footprint of Hooky and its residents whilst also
generating an ongoing income to allow the continuation of these activities into the
future.
The initial focus areas of HNLC activities included the establishment of the Hooky Car
Club, the installation of PV panels on the Hooky School roof, and upgrading its
insulation in cooperation with Oxfordshire County Council, and installing PV panels on
the Baptist chapel. We also provided low interest loans to around 50 Hooky
households to invest in carbon-saving measures of their own such as improved
insulation, PV, solar water heating and heat pumps to replace oil boilers. Another
activity, to perhaps progress in the future, was collecting data from a Met Mast on the
hills to the northeast of Hook Norton which showed that we have a good wind
resource in the area that could offer a future community renewable energy
opportunity.
These various projects not only reduced carbon emissions but Hooky residents’ energy
bills too. They also attracted international attention which, in 2014, culminated in
Hooky being awarded the status of Energy Neutral Village in the ACE Awards
(Academy of Champions for Energy), that recognises achievements in renewable and
sustainable community energy. We still strive towards this aim and intend that the
new affordable housing development in Hooky (which was originally proposed in 2015
and has just received planning permission) will have a self-contained micro-grid with
PV and battery storage that will allow it to be not only self-sufficient but a net energy
exporter. This is being delivered through a new organisation Hook Norton Community
Land Trust that was formed out of the initial work of HNLC.
More recently we have added an e-bike hire facility, an oil syndicate to reduce
delivery miles for those still using oil (whilst encouraging a switch to a more
sustainable form of heating when the opportunity arises!), increased our PV portfolio
with large (50kW) installations at Banbury Plant Hire and the Sports and Social Club
and added a second EV to the car club fleet. We’ve been able to increase the waste
recycling we do as a community and our Big Veggie Lunch last June was a great
success and a real celebration of what we can all do – and by next summer we
sincerely hope these community gatherings will be back in force. All of these
measures have resulted in savings not just in energy usage and costs but also CO2
and other harmful emissions running into hundreds of tonnes. We recognise and
encourage the many other groups that can play their part in reducing the carbon
emissions of the community and have been able to provide loans and support to other
new organisations such as Hook Norton Community Small Holding and Incredible
Edible Hooky. It has also been fantastic to be able to work as part of the Apple Day
team to make good use of fruit that could potentially go to waste. So if you’ve got
ideas on how to start up a new area of activity of your own whether as part of HNLC
or as a new group, we’d always like to hear from you. More details at www.hn-
lc.org.uk or info@hn-lc.org.uk. Mike Richardson, HNLC

mailto:info@hn-lc.org.uk.
mailto:info@hn-lc.org.uk.
mailto:info@hn-lc.org.uk.
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CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following
to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads - collars -
blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food - chews
- brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea treatments
- toys - cat carriers etc. Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/cat's
life a little happier.

Anything not suitable will be divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and
Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to
receive them.  Thank you to all those who leave anonymous donations on my
doorstep, who I cannot therefore thank in person.  Hilary Wiseman, 737374

ST PETER’S CHURCH ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR
& GRAND DRAW
Very sadly, due to Government restrictions due to Covid-19, the much loved St
Peter’s Church Craft Fair & Grand Draw, which would have been on 31 October, will
not be able to take place this year. This would have been our very special
25th silver anniversary event and I know so many folk will be very disappointed
that it cannot go ahead, BUT, the ‘25th’ will happen; just a year further on!  All the
craftspeople have immediately booked for 2021 so we are on the way to a super
event next year, the date will be 6 NOVEMBER 2021. Please put it in your diaries.
I know that many folk attend the event to purchase goods from some of the regular
craftspeople year on year, so if anyone requires details of a particular craftsperson,
do get in touch and I would be glad to pass on contact details. Many are happy to
deliver and would be so pleased to hear from regular customers. Many thanks.

Jan Hughes, 01608 737900, janhugs19@gmail.com

AUTUMN ANAGRAMS
This edition’s quiz tests your skills as a wordsmith. Unscramble the anagrams to
reveal 12 answers all connected to the season of autumn.   You can find the
solutions on page 36. Good luck.

Kevin Hope

1 CAR ANON
2 NAVAL LIFE GELS
3 MENU QUAIL TUNA OX
4 SUCH TENTS
5 GOD SURE
6 PINK EMU PIP
7 PAYED PAL
8 SEDUCER OUTSIDE
9 SHOVE MATRON
10 FOR BEING THIN
11 LONE WHALE
12 TIRED OFFENCE
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County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers

MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton

Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.

Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366

VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037

C W SMITH
Builders

Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations

Property Maintenance

Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders

Website: www.cwsmith.builders
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
It’s been an interesting couple of months with many of our
members slowly returning to some sort of new normal. A few
members have been able to do some small local races which
have started back up again. Members have been doing charity
events and a few are even taking part in the Virtual 40th London
Marathon on October 4th locally.
These past few months have taught us a lot about ourselves what we appreciate in
life and how we evaluate everything. Over the next few articles some of our
members would like to share why they run or how they started running and what it
means to them now.
Why I Run
I Run for the simple fact it makes me feel good, physically & mentally.  It’s an all-
round health benefit.
At the start of lockdown, things became quite a struggle
mentally & as I’m sure many of you have had a mental
wobble too.
For me, running is a little mental holiday-whether a short
run or a long run, they all help. Don’t get me wrong,
there’s quite a few days when the motivation to run high
tailed it out of town but I know as soon as I step outside
& put one foot in front of the other it’s going to be ok.
Nothing touches the sides quite like running.
Time to think or time to just shut down & forget the
worries of the day or time to play air guitar on a quiet
country lane when I think no one’s looking…It’s my feel good buddy!
Not to mention the amazing & inspirational running family I now belong to. Keep
running & smiling. T Goode
Two of our Members took part in their first race at the Spires and Shires Ultra
Marathon on Sunday 6Th September!

Sam and Royston
completed the Ultra
Marathon 34.5 Miles
and impressively
Sam came 2nd lady
overall!
Amazing work both of
you! Let’s hope we see
some more local runs
happening again soon!
If you have found a
new interest in Running
and want to meet some

like-minded friendly people, we would love to meet you when our club runs are back
up and running for new members to join. We usually meet at 7pm on a Tuesday
evening at the Sports and Social Club.
For any more information regarding Hook Norton Harriers or our club races please
visit www.hooknortonharriers.org.uk, We also have a Facebook / Instagram
/Twitter page titled Hook Norton Harriers.

Lisa Moulder, social.media@hooknortonharriers.org.uk
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LIBRARY NEWS
It’s nearly six months since Hook Norton Library closed for lockdown.
We miss our customers & volunteers and look forward to seeing you again.
We are working hard behind the scenes to get all Oxfordshire Libraries reopened as soon
as possible. Whilst it is the goal to re-open our entire library network, we had to prioritise
the order in which we are reopening our libraries, because we don’t have the capacity to
re-open the whole network at the same time. Another factor is the need to assess how
the Covid-19 safety measures introduced at libraries that have re-opened are working,
and check if any adjustments are required, before moving to re-open our smaller
libraries.
Oxfordshire Libraries will share new information and developments via our library website
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries/reopening-
libraries.
The website also has details of the libraries currently reopened across the county.
Reopened libraries include; Banbury and Chipping Norton libraries, which are
geographically the closest. Although, Hook Norton Library customers are
welcome to use any reopened Oxfordshire library to return their library books
(including books from Hook Norton Library) and to browse and select new items
for borrowing. I will be working at Chipping Norton Library every Friday during
September and it would be lovely to see some of you there.
Key changes
When you visit an Oxfordshire Library there will be some changes:
● Face covering are a legal requirement when in a library with a few exceptions.
● All items you return are being quarantined for at least 72 hours.
● Your items will remain on your account for three working days before being proc-

essed. You won’t incur charges and you can still borrow new items.
● Due date extensions for some loans.  These items will not be due back before Octo-

ber and no overdue charges will apply to these items during this period.
● All items borrowed on or after Monday 27 July must be returned or renewed by their

due date, to avoid incurring charges.
● You can check the return date on your items by logging into your account or by us-

ing the Oxfordshire Libraries App.  More details are online.   If you have any con-
cerns, please contact any one of the libraries that has reopened.

Changes inside the libraries
● Distancing measures
● Possible queue to enter
● Your name and contact details will be collected for Track and Trace purposes.
● Short visits are encouraged - keep your visit to 30 minutes
● Payments to be made by card or online.
● Most soft seating and tables have been removed
● Newspapers and magazines have been removed
● Public toilets won’t be available
● Face-to-face programmes and events won't run until government advice informs us

it is safe to do so
Available services at this time
● Browsing, borrowing, returning and collection of reserved items
● Limited computers and internet access
● Printing and scanning and photocopying
● Bus pass and blue badge validations (by appointment at appropriate libraries)
● Home Library Service

Until we meet again. Stay safe & well. Best wishes
Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager,

hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
PS: I am currently reading “Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens
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We are Open for Business!
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WILDLIFE NOTES
On several occasions I have been asked what should be done with any injured
animal you find. I thought it might be helpful to provide some information. I’ll start
with racing pigeons. In some instances they may appear locally but are only in need
of a rest. The Royal Pigeon Racing Association - www.rppa.org - has details on its
website about what to do about reporting strays. A stray might be “with” you for
several days. A racing pigeon should be ringed and the owner’s contact details may
be on another ring or on an ink stamp on one of its wings.
Chrissie’s Owls run by Chrissie Harper is a local organisation who are committed to
the care and conservation of owls. Their contact numbers are 01993 891618 or
07815 130578. The websitewww.chrissiesowls.com states that they operate a 24
hour service.
Of course Hook Norton Vets will be able to offer help or advice. The well known St
TiggiwinklesHospital cares for injured animals - www.sttiggiwinkles.org.uk .
The RSPB are not able to rescue or look after birds or wildlife that are injured or in
distress. Their website suggests contacting the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999.
Hopefully the wildlife we see around the village is in good health and
is not in need of any care or intervention from us. However, should
you come across any injured or distressed animal the above
information gives you some options about whom to contact. Thank
you to everyone who gave me details of their sightings.
Moths seem to be in abundance as several of you have seen a
variety around the village. Wendy Gordon sent me this photo of a
Buff-Tip.
Not to be outdone Janet Hartshorne saw a privet hawk
moth caterpillar in her garden. As you can see from the
photo it is very colourful.
Jem and Catherine Hayward have been attracting wasps to
their garden mainly due to the fig tree they have. The two

wasps in the photo
had probably imbibed too many figs and paid
the price, probably a hangover!
A peregrine falcon has returned to the
church tower. Thanks to Christine Taylor for
the photo. Also Stella Wilson noticed a young
woodpecker whilst out
on a walk. Her photo is
appreciated.
Other sightings reported

over the past two months include a sparrow hawk eating a
blackbird in a garden, frogs, a dormouse and a southern hawker
dragonfly. An adult hedgehog with young was also seen in a
garden.
Finally Alison Shard found a toad caught in a mousetrap.
Somehow it managed to free itself without causing harm to
itself and it hopped away towards a corner of her garden.
This is your page in the newsletter so please continue to send
me details of your wildlife sightings.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if
possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, Milcombe, South Newington and Wiggington and first port
of call for any planning or District Council issues. Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn
Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council
charges for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths,
wall units, sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres.  Details of
charges at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton
PC, rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
It was a first for the group last month when our first meeting of the season was
conducted via Zoom. Sean Callery gave a brief insight into his latest book, Offbeat
Cotswolds, as he took us on a tour of the area which lies on our doorstep.
Our speaker this month, on the 6 October, is Pam Manix who will be talking about
Oxford’s Jewish Heritage. Pam was originally scheduled to talk to us last season,
however, owing to the pandemic her talk had to be postponed.
On 3 November Gary Lock will talk about the Hill Forts of Oxfordshire. As
previously indicated our meetings up to and including December will be held via
Zoom. Hopefully restrictions can be lifted and we can meet in person in the New
Year.
Liz Woolley is our speaker for December. Her talk, on the 1 December, will be
about the suburbs of Oxford.
Joining instructions for our meetings will be sent to members a few days in
advance. Everyone who was a member in 2019/20, for whom I have an email
address, was given the joining instructions for Sean’s talk. However, instructions
for our future meetings will only be given to paid up members. If you wish to
continue your membership and have yet to pay your subscription I would
encourage you to do so as soon as possible. Further details about the group can be
obtained from the writer.

David McGill, 737103,
scotlandend@btinternet.com
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GIRLGUIDING HOOK NORTON
Following the latest update from the
government, our plans to start meetings inside
face to face will probably be paused yet
again!  If your daughter is involved in
Girlguiding, please be rest assured that we are
trying to sort out some virtual meetings online
in the next month.
It is important that during this very difficult
time, that we all keep positive and work
towards returning to some sort of normality when we are able to.
Thank you for being so patient and helping to enthuse Hook Norton young people.
We look forward to returning to meetings, whatever structure they may be in the
very near future. Any questions, please email me

Julie Wood, on behalf of Hook Norton Girlguiding, swerevalleydc@gmail.com

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
I very much hope that once you read this article,
you may have been able to contribute to the
MacMillan coffee morning fund and enjoy a well
earned coffee and piece of cake with a friend!
We will do a coffee morning when things get back
to normal, but in the meantime please remember
that you are able to order Christmas
cards:  https://shop.macmillan.org.uk/collections/christmas-cards or contact me
and I will put in an order for you. Many thanks for your continued support.

Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com

HOOKY LIVE ADVENT CALENDAR 2020!
Calling for volunteers!
Following the success of the first Hooky Live Advent
Calendar last year, by popular request, we are
organising it again this Christmas.
Throughout the village, 24 Windows will be
decorated and “opened” in turn from 1 – 24
December.
Do you have a window (upstairs or downstairs)
which is clearly visible from the street?
Would you like to take part?
Email hookyadvent@gmail.com with your name and
full address, and we will be in touch with further details.
See the FEBRUARY Newsletter for photos of last year’s windows or https://hook-
norton.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Newsletter/2020/February_2020.pdf
We look forward to hearing from you,

Annie, Laura and Judith, the Advent Calendar Team



22



23

SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council: Due to Covd-19 restrictions, legislation was changed to enable
Councils to meet virtually. The Parish Council has been doing this on the advice of
local council bodies NALC/OALC and it has been able to carry on with business as
usual.  Please check the PC website for more details – www.hnpc.org.uk.

Dogs: Dog owners are asked to keep their dogs on leads in the cemetery and play
area.  The Parish Council has provided a number of dog bins.  Please use them to
dispose of excrement left by your animal. To report an offence, visit
www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling

Thank you: Amanda Watkins resigned from the Parish Council as from 31 August.
Councillors thank her for her many years of dedicated service to the Parish Council
and wish her every happiness in her future ventures.

Chairman of the Parish Council: At the virtual Parish Council meeting on 9 July
2020, Councillors appointed Janeen Wilson to the post of Chairman with effect 1
September 2020.

Vacancy:  A vacancy now exists on the Parish Council.  Anyone interested in
becoming a Parish Councillor should write to the Parish Clerk
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk asking for more information.

Parish Councillors and Working Group Assignments are:

Parish Councillors, and Working Group Assignments are:     (*Co-opted)

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

Janeen Wilson,
Chairman janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk Recreation

Allison Hicks, 
Vice-Chairman allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments

Derek Brotherston derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall

Danny Duggan danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk Environment

Caroline Gregory (Co-
opted) caroline.gregory@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments

Richard Noviss 
(Co-opted) richard.noviss@hnpc.org.uk Recreation

Nathan Matthews nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk Environment

Jonathan Muller jonathan.muller@hnpc.org.uk Recreation

Diana Porter diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall

David Shepherd david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk Environment
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Special promotion.  A free bottle of
champagne with any tank changeover!!
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APPLE DAY 2020
Unfortunately, as with many other events this
year, we will be unable to hold Apple Day, which
is a disappointment to all of us. However, the
good news is that this gives the group an ideal
opportunity for putting its plans in place to press,
pasteurise and bottle our very own local Hooky
Apple Juice. We will be getting some of our local
apples pressed, juiced, pasteurised, and bottled
by a local supplier. Hooky Apple Juice should be
available in the Village Shop and other outlets at
£2.50 for a 75cl bottle in the next few weeks.
Profits made from the sale of the juice will go
towards tree related projects in and around the
village with a share to local and national
charities.
Since it also looks like a pretty good year for
apples and other hedgerow fruit so we will also
post a few ideas on how to store and use the
fruit at www.facebook.com/HNAppleDay.
Hopefully, that can also be an ongoing feature of future years to make the most of
nature's bounty! We hope that Apple Day will return in something close to its
original form next year but in the meantime, we appreciate your ongoing support.

Hugh Robertson and The Apple Day team

HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
Despite the late start to the season Hook Norton cricket club have
managed to get a lot of matches played.
We have had two senior teams playing every Saturday in the OCA
and have had friendly matches most Sundays and some mid-week
fixtures. We have also been lucky enough to welcome some new
and returning players to the club which has been great to see.
Our successful U19s entered the Oxfordshire U19 T20 league and successfully won
their group which included a
comfortable win over
Banbury! Not bad for a small
village team! As I write we
are awaiting a date for our
semi-final against Horspath.
(Now postponed until next
season.)
As we go into the autumn and
winter we are looking forward
to continuing with our cricket
with some indoor sessions and
competitions. So if you would
like to join us please do get in
touch: Rob Webb Chairman:
007932 156641

Julia Ingham, Secretary
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We at Salon2 are adhering to
Government guidelines to keep
both you and ourselves as safe
as possible, we constantly have

updates from the National
Hairdressers and Beauty

Federation. This does mean
everything takes a bit longer.

Thank you to everyone who have
been so positive with the way we

are doing things.

Great hair
without the

frizz
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A JOURNEY OF ECO CHANGES
Over the years, as we learnt how serious the threat
of climate change really is, myself and my husband
Keith have tried to be much more environmentally
conscious. This included diet changes, transport
changes, energy efficient home improvements and
reducing our plastic waste as much as possible both
at home and in our campervan. Not just because of
the litter and water pollution, but because plastic is
derived from oil and gas.
We also became more involved in our local low
carbon group ‘Hook Norton Low Carbon’. Not only to
help this admirable group further their cause to lower
carbon emissions locally, but to learn tips for a greener lifestyle, and be able to pass
these on. We found out about the group around 5 years ago, attended an annual
meeting, paid our £1 membership and got some great advice. Within a few months,
we applied for a home improvement loan, and were able to fit solar panels to our
home taking advantage of the FIT payments (Feed-In Tariff – a government
incentive). Since then we have assisted with various other HNLC initiatives;
managing the eBikes, helping at events, assisting with marketing, co-ordinating the
car club and now we are proud board members.
We thought it would be good to share what we have learnt over the years, and
some of the eco changes we have made to our lifestyle, so we produced a blog that
outlines our changes. These include product swaps and recommendations, low
carbon and plastic free food, clothes considerations, washing products, transport
changes, energy efficiency improvements in our home and diet shifts. My personal
favourite up-cycling project was reusing the funky Who Gives a Crap toilet roll
plastic free wrappers to wrap all our Christmas presents, make homemade
Christmas crackers, and even the paper cracker hats!
Please visit this link: https://bit.ly/HNLCblog_ecochanges or go to the blog section
on the HNLC website www.hn-lc.org.uk to read the blog.
We hope you enjoy the blog, and that it may inspire some. Bear in mind these
changes have been gradual, over a few years.

Jessica D'Souza and Keith Musson, HNLC

SUNFLOWERS AT LODGE FARM
Dear everyone, please see the flyer gently reminding
you that Lodge Farm, Kineton, are now harvesting
their beautiful Sunflowers. For more details please go
on the SHN website. www.shipstonhomenursing.co.uk

All donations are supporting SHN.

Thank you so much for your ongoing support.

Take care and very best wishes.

Rebecca Mawle, Head of Community Fundraising,
Shipston Home Nursing
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
These have been extraordinary
times, but we’re immensely proud of
how all our children, families and
staff have risen to the challenge.
Since the pandemic began we have
been able to continue with our learn-
ing in new ways, while keeping our community strong.
Back to school: Since September, our doors have been open to all our children
once again, but it is by no means business as usual. We have a host of new rules
designed to keep children and adults safe -- including keeping our children
segregated into groups, which sadly means no whole school assemblies for now.
Fortunately, our children and families have adapted quickly to all the changes, and
we’re very grateful for that.
Home learning: The school was closed to all but a few essential workers from
March through May, and gradually opened in June and July until about half of our
100 pupils were attending. But for those at home, our staff worked hard to provide
rich opportunities online, and we were thrilled by the engagement of these children
and the fantastic work they sent us.
Leavers: In July we said goodbye to our
wonderful class of Year 6 students
(pictured). Our usual leavers’ service at St
Andrew’s was sadly not possible, but we
were able to mark the occasion in new ways,
including our first ever class yearbook and a
class video poem to which everyone
contributed. We wish all these children the
very best in high school!
For parents choosing a school for next
September, the process of school tours this
autumn is likely to be different than usual.
Please call the school on 01608 737202 for
details. I’m looking forward to meeting you!

Michelle Hastings, Headteacher

HOOK NORTON VILLAGE MUSEUM
‘Awesome’, ‘Very enjoyable!’, ‘Amazing museum well curated’
These are just some of the comments left by visitors to the Village Museum situated

next to the Brewery Museum above the Brewery
shop.
Now that the weather is more changeable, why
not call into your local museums and the
Brewery shop – a great visit on a wet afternoon
and they are free!
The museums are open during the visitor centre
opening hours but are unmanned. If you would
like more information on the museum, please
contact Jackie White jackie@jackiewhite.me.uk

Bridget Shepherd, Curator
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING IN HOOK NORTON?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced/friendly local staff offering straight forward & honest advice.
�� Marketing HQ in Chipping Norton with window display in the Hook

Norton shop.
�� Online with rightmove.co.uk, onthemarket.com & kingandwoolley.com.
�� London Park Lane office with The Guild of Professional Estate Agents.
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional surveying & Financial Services contacts.
�� Tailored marketing services & competitive fee structures.

Whatever your property requirements in the village or surrounding area,
contact David Hawley on 01608 642111 or
chippingnorton@kingandwoolley.com
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BAPTIST BANTER
We enter a new season as Covid-19
restrictions continue to change and we are so
grateful that we have been able to re-open
the chapel for our Sunday Morning services at
10:30am. We have some Covid-19 procedures
to follow and our fellowship isn’t as close as
we maintain a minimum of 2 metres distance
between households, but we have taken the
opportunity to open the galleries too to allow
us to accommodate around thirty folk.
We still have an online presence as we
broadcast our service live on our YouTube
channel, and then edit and upload the
recorded service later on Sunday. We have
found “live” broadcasting a challenge and
to some point, a little distracting, as we
consider the needs of those watching our
services remotely. If you want to see what
we get up to, please go to our YouTube
channel for a library of recordings at
https://tinyurl.com/y4zuvf86
Our other activities are starting to emerge from the lockdown and the first to kick
off will be our Parent and Toddler Group, Stay and Play. This will take place on
Friday mornings from 9:30am to 11:30 from Friday 25 September in the Baptist
Church Hall in Netting St. Email Eva@hookybaptist.org.uk for further information.

Also, we are looking to start a Youth Alpha
course on Thursday afternoons from 4:30pm to
5:30pm. The course will kick-off with some food,
such as pizza, etc., and then a video
presentation followed by a discussion. If you, or
you know of someone who would be interested
in coming along, please email
youth@hookybaptist.org.uk. There is no charge!
We will be running an Online Alpha Course for
adults on Wednesday evenings at 7pm via a
Zoom video conference. The course explores the
meaning and purpose of life and Christianity.  If
you would like to join us, please drop me an
email for complete a contact form on our
website.

Meanwhile, keep an eye on our website and Facebook pages for news of other
forthcoming activities such as our Still Waters Café reopening.

@HookyPastor www.hookybaptist.org.uk/

Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069, pastor@hookybaptist.org.uk

www.hookybaptist.org.uk/
www.hookybaptist.org.uk/
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Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!

I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!

My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.

I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.

Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com
Fully insured

Observing strict C19 social
distancing

A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

mailto:helpearce@googlemail.com
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDER
SCHEME

Summer 2020
Update

There seems to be positive and
negative news every day about
Covid-19. However, the advice on
how to protect ourselves is very
clearly spelled out on the UK
government website https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus .

A key issue during the lockdown and subsequent restrictions has been our mental
health.  I think everyone has been affected in some way or another.
Community support has played a huge part in supporting vulnerable people, in
particular those isolating and people living alone.
Most of us are aware of the impact of loneliness and isolation.  It is therefore so
very important we are mindful of those around us, relatives, neighbours and people
you know or may know of, and ensure they receive this critical contact with the
outside world.
Hooky Neighbours have provided an exemplary support infrastructure to our
community and I’m sure will continue to do so. We as Responders have tried to do
our bit too. If you know of anyone here in Hooky or elsewhere in the surrounding
area that is isolating or alone, then if you can help that’s great but if not perhaps
you could let someone else know or contact an appropriate support organisation
who can make contact and if appropriate provide some support.
When we attend a call, sometimes just our presence is enough to make the
difference. It was summed up beautifully during our initial training, “you attend
patients with an emergency kit and a carload of confidence to give the patient, it
can sometimes be the confidence that helps most”. Wise words and very true.
I think the message is we can all do our bit and that bit, just making contact, may
be more important than you know.
Finally, just to keep you updated, as some of you may know the Chipping Norton
First Aid Unit (Chipping Norton Health Centre) run by South Central Ambulance
Service NHS Foundation Trust has re-opened (11th August) as an Integrated
Primary Care Unit  Operating from 5PM to 9PM Monday to Friday and 10AM to 9PM
weekends and bank holidays. We will post further details on our Facebook page of
times and how to attend. This is the link to the website
https://www.chippingnortonhealthcentre.nhs.uk
We have attended 4 patients during July and August. Please keep an eye on
Facebook Hook Norton Community First Responder Scheme, we do publish useful
information from time to time.  We would appreciate your support, simply by “Liking
Us”, we’re not a bad lot. Please everyone stay safe, follow the guidance to the letter
and if you can make time to say hello to someone nearby.

Christopher Fry, Hook Norton Community First Responder Scheme
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HOOK NORTON WI
Like most of the other organisations and clubs in the village, W.I. have suspended
meetings until it is considered safe to do so. It was such a shame. Our programme
of events for the year had been arranged.
Our meeting in March was to have been our Annual Meeting and Mini
Show. Members would have been collecting the following items for the show.
Searching for photo of something with wheels.
Looking for Cheese Scones and Fruit Jelly recipes.
Deciding which flowers to use in a floral display.
Knitting or crocheting a garment for a child. (The jumper that I knitted was for a
forthcoming great grandchild; he is now 6 months old and wearing it!)
But we all know why things were cancelled. Never mind, things will back to normal
again one day. We have to be patient and do as we are asked and hopefully stay
safe

Margaret Gardner

AUTUMN ANAGRAMS - SOLUTIONS

Kevin Hope

1 CAR ANON AN ACORN
2 NAVAL LIFE GELS FALLING LEAVES
3 MENU QUAIL TUNA OX AUTUMNAL EQUINOX
4 SUCH TENTS CHESTNUTS
5 GOD SURE GOURDES
6 PINK EMU PIP PUMPKIN PIE
7 PAYED PAL APPLE DAY
8 SEDUCER OUTSIDE DECIDUOUS TREES
9 SHOVE MATRON HARVEST MOON
10 FOR BEING THIN BONFIRE NIGHT
11 LONE WHALE HALLOWEEN
12 TIRED OFFENCE CINDER TOFFEE
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Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP

Sewing for you
Frances Williams

Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making

& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297   Mobile: 07964 691274
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46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB

Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner

Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

www.hancocks-legal.co.uk
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
Hazel Hope’s (distanced) farewell to Hook Norton Primary School
What a different end to my time at Hook Norton Primary School it will be,
compared to what I imagined my leaving do to look like! Following 25
years’ service I have made the decision to take early retirement at the end
of October, driven by the wonderful changes having grandchildren has
brought to our lives, and Kevin’s retirement giving us opportunities for
term-time holidays (two of which have already been cancelled due to Covid-19)!
I have got to know so many of you – and made my closest friends - through school life,
as staff, pupils, parents/carers, grandparents, governors, FOHNS and volunteers, and I
would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for all the support and friendship
over the years. Little did I know that, when Andrew Bowen as Head Teacher appointed
me as School Secretary in 1995, (thank you Andrew!),
how it would change my life and give so much pleasure;
yes it has been hard work, but I cannot think of anywhere
I would rather have spent this part of my working life.
The pupils are, and always have been, a credit to the
school; their appreciation in 2001 even gained me the
recognition of ‘Oxfordshire School Secretary of the Year’,
(see quote below)!
I have also had the pleasure of working with two other
great Head Teachers, Stella Belgrove and now Justin
Stone who have given me so much trust and many
wonderful opportunities outside of my admin duties,
including visits to Sweden, France and Spain through
international links, setting up and running cooking clubs,
organising theme weeks (remember Events in a Tent, and
the International Week Torch relay?) to name a few.  I
am very proud to have supported Andrew, Stella and
Justin as Head Teachers, they have all worked incredibly
hard and risen to whatever challenges they faced with
pupils at the forefront,
but with a sense of
humour – Andrew
spraying walls (and us)
with dirty radiator
water, and Stella’s
riding of a donkey
being steered
precariously by Mrs
Orchard, are etched
permanently in the
back of my mind.
Justin, watch out!
I cannot thank everyone I would like to as it would take up too much space, but I do
need to say a special thank you to Margaret Slatter, Aileen Watson, Fiona Presly, Emma
Wollerton, Vicky Hambidge and Hayley White, the admin team who have supported me
directly, past and present, in the office – you have made my role so much easier with
your dedicated support both physically, mentally, and with chocolate at the ready!
Rachel O’Callaghan has been appointed as my successor and I know she will be perfect in
the role and has the very best staff around her to help. All the staff are, and have been,
so supportive; we have a very special, dedicated team who always have time for each
other, no matter how busy they are. Although we will keep in touch and meet for coffee
and cake (promise!), I will really miss my time with them together in school.
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS (Contd)
School life has been very much a family affair as at some point all of the family have
been involved either as a pupil, Rachael as staff, Adam as contractor and Kevin as
volunteer, and family is at the heart of my past, present and now future as I look
forward to spending more time with them in this next phase of my life in retirement.
I also look forward to catching up with many of you now I have more time to stop and
chat – now socially distanced of course!
Best wishes, and thank you everyone!  Hazel Hope, School Business Manager

If you are lucky enough to know Hazel Hope, you will
know what a kind, hardworking, trustworthy and
dedicated person she is. You will also be aware that if
you are ever invited over for a meal, any other
arrangements should be changed or thrown out to
accommodate this, as she is so hospitable and an
extraordinarily good cook! Moreover, you will know how
hard it has been for me to write this without her finding
out as she knows every nook and cranny and everything
that is going on at Hook Norton Primary School. In fact,
it wouldn’t surprise me if she does know, such are
Hazel’s talents!
Personally, I have only really known Hazel for about a
year.  Before I started, I was told just how good she is,
but seeing is believing. Hazel has so many skills! As a
proof-reader, she is hawk-eyed and spots any errant
punctuation or spelling mistakes before it causes

embarrassment or hilarity. Her work on the budget is meticulous; she always
somehow manages to keep it balanced. However, organisation is where she really
shines – you wouldn’t believe (well maybe you would) just how complicated the day
to day running of a school is, especially during a pandemic, but so often Hazel will
pause, think for a moment and say, ‘I think I have a solution.’
Hazel retires this month and will be sorely missed. I am sure we will remain in
contact: she is so loved by everyone at school. Just one example, that I will always
remember, demonstrates Hazel’s character impeccably: after a particularly difficult
phone call with a contractor who was unduly hostile, I asked after her and she simply
said he was ‘a little bit not nice.’
Those that have known Hazel much longer have regaled me with stories of her
commitment to the village, school and children over the years she has been here. I
have seen photos and heard of the cookery and board games clubs she has run after
school for the children; the Bike and Bake Sales that have raised so much money;
events in the village including the Monopoly fundraiser; getting into the spirit of World
Book Day by arranging a theme for the office team and dressing accordingly;
organising international visits and hosting sumptuous suppers; making cakes (and
what cakes they are!) to raise money or keep the staff fuelled; spending an inordinate
amount of time helping anyone with computer issues (even when swamped with her
own work!); coming out in all hours because the alarm is going off and generally
being the font of all knowledge and remaining positive in every situation.  It is no
wonder that she was once awarded School Secretary of the Year – an accolade she
deserves every year. I could go on, but I am limited to five hundred words!
From everyone in the Hook Norton Primary School Community, we wish you the
happiest retirement and our very best wishes for the future.

Justin Stone, Head Teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.

As advertised on www.trustatrader.com

Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

Open for Business!
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NEWS FROM KATHARINE HOUSE
Reimagined Midnight
Walk Thank You
A huge thank you to
everyone who signed up for
this year’s Midnight Walk
Reimagined. Thank you for
helping to Make Every
Moment Matter for our
patients and their families.
If you would like to read more about this year’s walk head to
www.khh.org.uk/news

Hadrian’s Wall Trek – 9-11 October 2020
Are you looking for your next walking holiday? Join Team Katharine House as we
explore the remarkable Roman monument on our two-day trek. To find out more
information and how you can get involved, whilst helping to raise vital funds for
those affected by life-limiting illness head to the link
https://www.khh.org.uk/Event/hadrians-wall-trek

Make A Will Week – 19-23 October 2020
There's no better time to make or amend your Will than during our annual Make a
Will Week when local solicitors and will writers have kindly agreed to waive their
fees for writing or amending a basic Will. Instead, we ask you to make a donation to
Katharine House in recognition of the time and expertise provided by your chosen
solicitor or Will writer. For more information and head to www.khh.org.uk/willweek

Katharine House Halloween Balloon Race – 31 October 2020
After the success of our previous virtual balloon races, we thought we would host
another! This time starting from the home of Dracula and heading on a journey to
win £500! If you would like to join the race and be in with a chance of winning a
prize, head to www.khh.org.uk/halloween-balloon-race
Katharine House Digital Monthly Newsletter – Keep Up To Date With Your
Hospice
Please sign up to receive our Katharine House digital monthly newsletter, which is
designed to keep you in touch with what's happening at Katherine House Hospice,
including news of our fundraising events and developments at the hospice. Just
head to our website to sign up, www.khh.org.uk/newsletter
A Day In The Life Of
We have a started a new series of ‘A day in the life of Katharine House’ featuring
stories from our staff, as they talk us through a ‘normal’ day at Katharine house.
You can read more here, https://www.khh.org.uk/a-day-in-the-life-of-katie

Living Well – Five Ways To Wellbeing
Our Living Well service here at Katharine House, has launched its new virtual
programme focussing on the Five Ways to Wellbeing; Get Active, Give, Keep
Learning, Take Notice, Connect. You can find lots of useful links and helpful
information on our website www.khh.org.uk/living-well-at-katharine-house
Katharine House Weekly Lottery
To support those affected with life-limiting illness, and to be in with a chance of
winning £1000, every week, sign up today at www.khh.org.uk/lottery
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HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Matches
The A team floodlit team 2019/20 are
currently top of division 1; the B team are
winners of division 2; and the C team finished
4th in division 3.
Well done all.
Junior coaching sessions
Coaching Programme for October-November
Tuesdays:  Mini Red (5-8 year olds), 4-5 pm £6
   Mini Orange1/Mini Green 1 (8-10 year olds) 5-6 pm £6
Thursdays: Mini Orange 2/Mini Green 2 (8-10 year olds), 4.30-5.30 pm £6
Fridays:  Junior 1 (11-14 year olds), 5-6 pm £6
   Junior 2 (15-18)   6-7 pm £6
Saturdays: Mini Red (5-8) 9.30-10.30 am £6
Mini Orange 3/Mini Green 3 (8-10) 10.30-11.30am £6
Junior 3 (11-14) 11.30 am-12.30 pm £6
Junior 4 (15-18) 12.30-1.30 pm £6
Note:  no Tots (3-5 year old) at present because of social distancing
There is also a junior membership fee to pay which costs £20 per year (April to
March).  This is a separate payment made payable to the Hook Norton Tennis Club.
Contact Marc Gilkes for further details.
Club sessions
Sunday morning club sessions are now taking place.  The plan is to run Tuesday
evening club sessions quite soon.
Events
There was a fun tournament held on 3rd October.  Winners to be announced in the
the newsletter.
The AGM took place (via zoom) on 17th September.

Elaine Priestley

HOOK NORTON FOOTPATHS BOOKLET
A new edition of the above booklet is now on sale from David
McGill at a cost of £4 per copy. Originally produced in the 1980s
it contained 4 walks around the village. It has been completely
revised with additional walks added bringing the total up to 8.
An OS map showing each walk is a feature of the booklet which
runs to 48 pages. If you would like a copy please contact me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 / 
baselinecoaching@outlook.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Sue Glasson, 730880, 
merrymoons@me.com or see: www.hooknortontennis.com
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HOOK NORTON SENIOR FOOTBALL
We’re about to begin our third campaign in the Witney
and District league. After two successive promotions,
we’re now about to battle for the title of Division 1.
It’s going to be a step up in quality opposition for the
lads, but I’m sure a challenge we will rise to.
Due to the start of our season clashing with the end of
the cricket season, we ask to start the season with
away games. We always do this to prevent any pitch
clashing. Here are the fixtures for September and
October: (all kick offs are 2pm unless specified.)

�� Sep 19 First team away to Charlbury Town (3:30pm), Reserves away to Aston
Reserves (3:30pm)

�� Sep 26 First team away to Carterton Reserves, Reserves away to Kingham All
Blacks Reserves

�� Oct 3 First Team away to Kingham All Blacks, Reserves away to Stonesfield
Reserves

�� Oct 10 First team home to Spartan Town Reserves, Reserves no game

These games were due to start the weekend of September 9th, but due to an
outbreak of Covid-19 in Witney, the league postponed the start for two weeks. So,
keep an eye on our twitter page, (@FCHookNorton), for any further
postponements/delays.

Hope to see some of you at some of these games. It really is an enjoyable
afternoon out and a good standard of football. Regards.

Chris Tate-Davies, Chairman

THANK YOU
A big thank you to all those who helped on Wednesday
morning, 29 July, when my husband went walkabout
without me knowing.  I stopped by the Fire Station when
I saw three officers outside and Dan quickly got in his car
to go on a search. Andrew was soon found making for
the Brewery and all ended well.  Thanks are due to many
who did their bit to help and particularly Michelle - a very special Hooky Neighbour.
Hook Norton is a very special place.

Chris Town

THANK YOU
I would like to thank Hooky Neighbours, the school and all the
kind people who have helped and made sure that I was alright
during lockdown.

Thank you all.
Margaret Bloomfield
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
On-line classes and private tuition available

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator, Interior and Exterior

Domestic and Commercial, honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 90 references always supplied

Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 720006

Rowan court, Milton Road, Bloxham, OX15 4HD
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

DO YOU CARE FOR A FRIEND OR RELATIVE?
Do you look after a friend or a relative in their home or
yours? If so, Healthwatch Oxfordshire wants to hear
from you!
As an independent champion for people who use
health and social care, we want to know what it is like to be an unpaid car-
er and about the help and support you receive or need.
Even if you only help someone for a few hours or you don’t see yourself as a ‘carer’,
your views are important.
If you are aged 18 or over and care for an adult relative, friend or neighbour who is
elderly or has an illness, disability, mental health problem or addiction please share
your views by completing an anonymous survey at
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Unpaidcarers
If you’d prefer to talk this through over the phone, or to ask for a paper copy of the
survey to be sent out to you, please call 01865 520520.  To find out more about
Healthwatch Oxfordshire see www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk
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NEWS FROM THE RECTOR
Regular Sunday 10am services at St Peter’s have
returned! On the first Sunday of the month we also
have a traditional 8am Communion Service [BCP].
We may need to review as the months go by but a
return for now to the Sunday pattern of church
services has been a welcome oasis of
normality. Midweek services will be considered later
in the season. After the morning service the church
will remain open for the afternoon, for you to pop in
to pray at your convenience.
St Peter’s is a safe place with all seats socially
distanced. Presently they are in pairs so couples or
those in a ‘bubble’ can sit together. There is hand
sanitiser and a track and trace system, masks are
mandatory and if a Communion Service then
Communion is brought to you in your seat. As I
write in early September, and in keeping with the
advice from the Church of England, the congregation is not permitted to sing. A trial
service was held in St Peter’s during August and I wish to say a huge thankyou to
those who prepared the church and assisted and especially to Mark Taylor our
warden.
Due to social distancing there are less seats than normal and we recommend that
you book a seat in church each week by ringing Judy Ormerod on 01608 730819 or
by emailing Judy at jsomerod@hotmail.com Bookings can be taken from the
Monday beginning the week leading up to the Sunday service.
Harvest at St Peter’s is on 13 October and the Sunday Service for Remembrance
Sunday is this year on 8 November. As I write conversations are in full swing about
how those services might look this year and the numbers we might be able to
accommodate. We continue to collect donations for Polly who feeds the homeless in
Banbury. Please leave your donations at the home of Jenny Mead - at ‘Hicks Lodge’
or contact Jenny on 01608 730146.
May I also draw to your attention to roles which are vacant and ask, ‘Can you
Help?’
1. The churches of the Hook Norton Parish [Hook Norton: St Peters; Swerford: St

Mary’s and Great Rollright: St Andrew’s] are looking for a Treasurer to
manage the set of accounts that support their joint ministry. Whereas each
church has its own treasurer this would support the income and expenditure of
monies that are overseen at a higher level. If you can offer your help then
please contact the Rector [contact details below].

2. We are looking for a Benefice Administrator to offer up to ten hours a week
assistance to our four churches. For this role it would be appropriate for the
person to have some experience of church life [of any denomination] and either
present experience or from the past. Please contact the Rector or Sarah
Durham - 07775 786104 or at adminvacancy@waggler.globalnet.co.uk

Do keep safe. Hope to see you up at St Peter’s soon!

From the Registers
We were delighted to baptise Harley Galloway on 9 August.

Revd Janet Faull, 737223, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hi Hooky, I do hope you’re all keeping well.  My words to you will,
this month, be brief. In fact just three words!  “Personal
Protective Equipment.”
I can’t help but think back, to a few months ago, when there was
a public outcry about the lack of available PPE. Well, considering
the amount of masks, both disposable, and washable, new and
used, the latex gloves, always used, the used antibacterial hand
wipes and anti-bac gel that I’m finding around the village these days, I could
probably start a supply chain!  Whether they are carelessly discarded or accidentally
dropped please, please, be aware of your littering and take responsibility for your
PPE. How will this country ever get back on track if individuals are unable to look
after even the simplest of property? Please contact me if you’ve lost your personal
mask. Thank you. See you around.

Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718

TELEVISION LICENSES FOR THE OVER 75s
It has been recently announced that the Government and the BBC are no longer
covering the cost of a TV Licence for those people who are 75 or over and not in
receipt of Pension Credit.  If there is anyone in our community who falls into this
category and would have difficulty meeting this cost, there is a fund which could
provide this money.  Please contact either of us. All requests would be strictly
confidential.

Helen Koch, 07932 617012 or Jill Burger, 01608 730957

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 Club draws are:
July  £100, A Powell,   £25 J Bruton,   £25 J Irvine
Aug  £100, Roger Cooke,  £25 P Bassett,   £25 J Irvine
Should you wish to join this 100 Club please contact me.

Jane Orchard, Sjorchard15@gmail.com



54

OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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