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FROM THE EDITORS
We here at the Hooky newsletter
hope that all of our readers and
advertisers had a great Xmas and
New Year.
A quick Mappa Hooky update.
Thanks to you all for your support of
the map since its release in early
December.
We have handed out allocations of
nearly 900 maps to various village
organisations; of course, that doesn’t
mean that they’ve all been sold but
it’s very encouraging.
We estimate that at least 300 have
been sold so far.
The rolled maps suitable for framing
have been very popular.
Of course it’s not too late for your
organisation to get an allocation; if
you’d like to get some for free to sell
for a fiver, please contact
msean.coleman@gmail.com. Also, if
you haven’t bought yours yet, you
can get them from a number of
village locations.
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Look out for the framed and mounted
copy that is now up on the wall on the
bus shelter opposite the shop; this has happened with the Parish Council’s kind
support.
So, that’s what we’ve done for you, a quick reminder of what you can do for us.
We haven’t had any response to our request for a new news editor to replace David
Jones who is moving on soon.
This is a fun, interesting position, and adds great value to our community. Anyone
interested? If so, please contact me on kmccormick50@hotmail.co.uk
Thanks to Jem Hayward for our wintry cover photo.

John McCormick

British Heart Foundation
I would like to say a big thank you to the people who very kindly contributed to
the British Heart Foundation so generously.
The amount raised was £320.
Many, many thanks.

Anthony Wyatt & Family

From the Registers
With sadness we report that in January a Funeral Service was held for Sidney
Nicholson and a Thanksgiving Service for the life of Susan Coltman.
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SAFARI SUNDAY LUNCH
A Safari Sunday Lunch will take place on Sunday, 17 May
2020.
It will follow a similar formula to the successful safari suppers
that have been held over the past ten years, and the funds
raised will be split between St Peter’s and Katharine House.
The hosts are already in place, so if you wish to take part as guests, please email
me at safarisupper@live.co.uk and let me know. At the same time - please make
your payment online directly into the Hooky Safari Supper account at HSBC, sort
code 40-17-19, account number 11528645.
The cost is £25 per person, which includes fizz and canapés to start, a roast lunch
and a pudding. There will be a get together at the end of the afternoon, with a
chance for four lucky winners to win back the cost of their lunch!
I look forward to hearing from you and if you have any questions, please email me
at the same address.
Kevin Hope
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ARRESTED IN HOOK NORTON
On 1 December 2019 the Hooky Baptist Church staged a
re-enactment of the arrest of Baptist Pastor James
Wilmot in 1664. Both the original arrest and the reenactment took place in the Baptist Church itself. Below
is an edited extract of an imagined address to the
congregation by James in later life.
My name is James Wilmot of HokeNorton in Oxfordshire,
and I'd like to tell you something of my life. I was born in
1623 and was brought up on the farm here on the North side of the village with my
brothers and sisters. The world passed us – and HokeNorton – by until I was 18,
when the Civil War broke out.
In 1642, Joe Hyron the village Constable made us take the ‘Protestation Vow’ –
swear that we would fight to defend England and the Protestant Faith against
Popery and the Catholics. The Catholic Guy Fawkes had been put to death just 36
years before that. My parents and older brother made their marks, but he said I
was too young.
The year after that the Parliamentary Army under the Earl of Essex camped in the
village on their way to relieve Gloucester and I remember meeting some brave and
enthusiastic young men who opened my eyes to the changes that they were going
to make: to a better government by the people, to better religion unfettered by
proscribed practices. ‘We can change things; we can make a difference!’ I thought.
Then in 1644, when I was 21, I met Abiezer Coppe. What a man, what a preacher!
He was an Evangelist who came here with the Parliamentarian Army under Purefoy.
So, baptised I was, right here, in Hooky pond. There were three dozen of us
baptised in two days!
At the end of the Civil War in 1650 & '51, with Cromwell as 'Protector', it became a
lot easier to worship as Baptists and we had such a successful evangelism campaign
we had to start building our own small meeting house.
Then in 1660 the monarchy was restored: King Charles II was put back onto the
throne of England, just as if the Civil war had never happened! We were told that
we now had to use the Book of Common Prayer – the very same one we had been
banned from using 10 years before! We were torn between obeying Parliament or
what we firmly believed our God was saying, and we chose God's way.
Well, it came to a head in 1664 when an arresting Officer came into our church
while we were worshipping, and several of us were arrested and taken to Oxford
Castle where we were put in prison. I was fined £20, but because I didn't have that
kind of money, all of my household goods – everything I had – was taken and put
up for sale. We had so much grace from God, and love and support from people in
the village – indeed from the villages all around. Do you know: no-one would buy
my household goods! Not even in Chippy!! In the end a good friend of mine gave 20
shillings for them and I got them all back.
We have seen some terrible things since then: the Great Plague of winter 1665 and
the Great Fire of London the year after that. But I say with confidence that this
Baptist church in Hook Norton has flourished in spite of the laws of England and all
that has happened, and we now have a congregation that holds true and firm to the
love and word of God, the word he gave us in our precious Bible! May God richly
bless you all.
Jonathan Rowe [edited by David Jones]
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HOOK NORTON ELECTRICITY SUPPLY CO.

The Generating station

Bank of 140 Exide batteries

Fielding & Platt diesel engine

Up to the 1920s, the only options for villagers to light their homes and businesses
was to use either oil lamps or candles. Then, in 1925, another option presented
itself when the Parish Council (PC) began to receive offers to provide the village with
electricity.
The first of these offers came in September 1925 from the Banbury & District
Electric Supply Co Ltd (BDESC), but the favoured one came in February 1926 from
the Chipping Norton Electric Supply Co (CNESC). Their Charles (Charlie) Hewitt and
colleagues had earlier made a preliminary study of the village and, following this,
met with the PC to discuss a proposed scheme for providing the village with
electricity for both lighting and power. Apparently, their scheme impressed the PC
such that they gave permission for them to take things further and apply for the
necessary approvals from the Electricity Commissioners. This eventually led to the
establishment of the Hook Norton Electricity Supply Co (HNESC).
A site for the building required to house the necessary electricity generator and
batteries was found in the Shearing Close, near the top of Queen Street, and this
was purchased from the local farmer. Involved in the project were; J. G. Jackson,
Electrical Engineer; C. G. Hewett, Electrician; B. Knight, Builder; and two local
labourers.
The building comprised a steel frame, an asbestos roof and galvanised corrugated
iron sides. Electricity was generated using a 48hp Fielding and Platt diesel engine,
driving a generator producing 240 volts DC. As a standby for off-peak usage and
during engine maintenance periods, 140 Exide wet batteries were also kept charged.
By 1927, the first three customers were connected – these being Reuben Green's
shop, No 2 High Street; Frank Phipps butchers, next to the Sun pub; and Mr
Colegrave at Belldin (later Priestfield), opposite the church. Eventually there were
65 customers paying 1s 1d (6p) per unit, or 1/- (5p) if paid within seven days.
In July 1928, the HNESC quoted the PC for lighting the village streets. The proposed
scheme to replace the existing oil lamps was for 18 lamps with poles and brackets,
costing £26, and an operating cost of for 1000 hours at £3 per lamp. The matter
was, however, deferred for 12 months.
By now the Shropshire, Worcestershire and Staffordshire Electric Power Co.
(SWSEPC) had completed a power line from their power station in Stourport to a
sub-station near Epwell. Their objective was to connect the surrounding villages at
8d (4p) per unit. With such competition nearby, it perhaps came as no surprise that,
in November 1928, it was announced that the Hook Norton business had been
purchased by SWSEPC. So ended the short existence of the Hook Norton Electricity
Supply Co. The building remained in use, firstly by the SWSEPC then by the
Midlands Electricity Board (MEB) as an office and store, before being demolished in
the 1970's to make way for houses.
James Tobin
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TELLING DELIVERY DRIVERS WHERE TO GO
Many of us have had experiences of poor, lost, damp, confused package-delivery
drivers knocking on our doors asking for mysterious Hooky delivery addresses. Of
course, if that happens to you at home, you can quickly and easily consult your
folded copy of the Mappa Hooky that you keep near the front door, and guide them.
It’s much easier than having to look on the mounted copy that you have at the top
of the stairs (What do you mean you haven’t got one yet? Buy one folded and one
rolled copy at either the shop, library or brewery).
But what happens if you’re hailed down whilst in the street by said hapless delivery
people? Relax, help is now at hand; now you can just send them to the bus shelter
opposite the shop, near The Sun, because there is now a beautifully-framed,
publicly-viewable village and parish Mappa Hooky on the wall.
Many thanks to the Hooky Parish Council for their verbal and financial support to make
this happen.
John McCormick

MAPPA HOOKY - BENEFITING THE COMMUNITY
Those of you who already have your Mappa Hooky will have noticed the very striking
layout of the pictures, drawings and
paintings on the reverse. This was
kindly done for us by Mark Newnham
the son-in-law of Rod, our newsletter
ad manager. We at the newsletter
wanted to recognise Mark for that
very fine work but he didn’t want
anything himself. He simply asked for
a donation towards new tops for the
Hooky Under-6 footy team, of which
he’s the manager. Here’s the squad
modelling their new kit.
An excellent early example of how the
community is already benefiting from
the Mappa Hooky.

John McCormick
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MIX WITH THE RIGHT TYPE
Maybe it goes with being an (soon-to-be-ex) Editor, but I am a bit of a
typeface anorak. I know my Calibri from my Arial, and I have a soft
spot for Trebuchet and Myndraine – if only because of the names.
Imagine my delight in discovering that we have a local typeface. John
Baskerville (1707-1775) was a tutor in hand-writing, and trained as a
(grave) stone-cutter, before making his
fortune in the white heat of the
Birmingham industrial revolution – from
the manufacture of cheap, ‘japanned’
papier-mache items – and becoming a
member of the (original) Lunar Society.
In later life, Baskerville became a printer
and, returning to the skills of his youth,
designed his own typeface, named after
himself, naturally. At the time, it was a very
innovative, modern and influential design,
and caused quite a stir. This article uses a
digital version of ‘Baskerville’. His first
publication was a very high-quality edition
of the work of Virgil, and this is reflected
in the sculpture celebrating his work,
outside Baskerville House in Birmingham’s
Centenary Square.
A militant atheist, Baskerville left instructions that he should be buried
in unconsecrated ground. Though his wishes were initially honoured, his
coffin was eventually removed to the catacombs in the ‘Warstone’ C of E
cemetery in the city’s Jewellery District. The eponymous ‘war stone’ is
displayed in the grounds, along with a plaque explaining that ‘war’ is in
fact a local corruption of the word ‘hoar’, and the glacial erratic boulder
had been used as a boundary marker long before the cemetery’s
creation, thus acquiring a mystique as an ancient (‘hoary’), exotic object.
My grandfather used to speak of ‘hoar frosts’ – misty frosts that left
white rime on branches and washing-lines – and the dual meaning of the
adjective puzzled me until I read that ‘hoar’ refers to something or
someone ancient,
.
Wealthy Victorians did not bury their dead – instead consigning the
coffins to mausoleums, crypts and catacombs. The ‘unhealthy vapours’
from rotting corpses in the Warstone catacombs led to a local bylaw that
non-interred coffins must be sealed with lead or pitch! I fancy that
Baskerville’s displeasure at finding himself saddled with Christian
company might have been mitigated by the realisation that he had
joined the ‘stinking rich’.
, hoary Editor
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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AMDRAM IS MURDER!
The Hooky Players murder mystery production is on! On
Friday, 18 September (note the new date). St Peter’s
will host the event, when the church will be transformed
into a theatre-cum-dining venue.
The stage will be set. An amateur drama group is
rehearsing a murder mystery play when the unthinkable
happens: one of their own is bumped off, resulting in a
baffling whodunnit. And you are invited to join in this
evening of ingenious fun, and put your powers of
observation to the test to help work out who committed
the crime.
The Hooky Players will present a performance in two short acts as you enjoy a
2-course dinner. Then you will have the chance to question the suspects and eyewitnesses as they visit your tables, before deciding on the guilty party (or parties!)
We have had a great response from the article in December’s newsletter, but we
are able to accommodate more budding Private Eyes! You can either book
individually or organise your own table of eight people, and the price is £22.50 per
person, which is payable upon booking. There will be a licenced fizz, wine, beer and
lager bar.
To book your seats, or table, contact one of us and please notify us of any dietary
requirements.
Karen Smith, 07702 520323, karen2002smith@gmail.com
Rita Wheatley, 737097, jovridw@tiscali.co.uk

HORRIBLE TWITS IN HOOKY SHOCK
They’re ugly, smelly and cruel but, if you’re brave enough, you
can meet them in the Memorial Hall in April, and help to free
the poor monkeys kept in cages by the gruesome twosome.
That is, if you buy a ticket for ‘The Twits’, an outrageously
funny stage adaptation of Roald Dahl’s much-loved children’s
story. If you’re curious to meet a grotesque old fellow with
cornflakes and sardines in his beard, his horrible, cackling hag
of a wife and a troupe of performing monkeys, then get out
your new diaries now and write in the dates for the next Hooky
Players’ production, showing from Thursday, 23 to Saturday, 25
April. There will, as usual, be an afternoon performance on the
final day.
Rehearsals are now well underway for what promises to be a
great family show, with lots of laughs, music and spectacle. In
March, the very enthusiastic, younger members of the cast will
be taken to the Roald Dahl museum in Great Missenden, Bucks,
to learn more about this intriguing author – and maybe get some ideas for their
performances.
Also note that the Hooky Players AGM will be on Thursday, 27 February at the
Baptist Hall, 7.30pm – everyone is welcome.
Karen Smith
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PAMELA MARY AUSTIN
Our family is deeply saddened to inform the village of the passing of Pamela Mary
Austin. On 10 January, Mrs Austin died while in hospital, at the age of 89. Many
people will remember Pam, a notable character, from her 60-plus years living in
Hook Norton. Pam was born to Charles Phillip Jeffries and Rosina Jeffries – local
landowners and farmers – in August 1930. She loved accompanying her father
around the area. A bright girl, after sitting her 11-plus examinations, she went off
to grammar school. She loved all sports and music; she would many times be
heard either humming or singing World War II-era tunes, especially by Glenn Miller
and Frank Sinatra. She was accepted into the Women's Royal Air Force as a
proficient typist and secretary. Whilst at the Credenhill base, in Herefordshire, she
took part in sports and became an accomplished runner for the WRAF. She spoke
often of her times in the WRAFs, in particular of the dances held on the base.
After serving in the WRAFs she then took a position in Birmingham, at the Cadbury
factory. It was there that she met her future husband Jim Austin. The couple moved
to Hook Norton into a cottage on Park Road that her father Charlie had built for the
newlyweds. The couple would frequent The Bell or The Sun pubs, and enjoyed long
walks to the Pear Tree. Her husband Jim died in 1984. Pam continued to live in her
cottage on Park Road. She enjoyed receiving parcels from across the pond and
deliveries of goodies and flowers from the village shop. As she got older, she moved
into a bungalow in D'Oily Close. She was so proud, even in later years, to get up
and show you that she could still do ‘the twist’ – even after two hip replacements.
She liked wearing her pearls. Pam cherished receiving and writing letters to and
from her family, informing them of happenings in the village. She was very friendly,
kind and would always wave to passers-by, who would stop for a good ‘natter’ or
even a cup of tea. Pam attended services at St Peter’s. She always looked forward
to going to the Seniors Club on Mondays, which included exercising, luncheons and
outings, where she made new friends over the years.
She leaves a loving family of four children – Ruth of Yorkshire, Phillip of Banbury,
Diane of Maryland USA and Daryl of Hook Norton – and grandchildren Kathryn,
Paul, Kara, Victoria, Olivia, Caroline and Katherine. The family wish to thank the
doctors, nursing staff, care-givers and her friends for their support given to Pam
over the years, and especially for all the messages of condolence. Pam’s funeral
service will be 13 February at 12 mid-day, followed by a wake at The Sun Inn.
Ruth Bancroft and Diane Austin Schmalzer, Pam’s daughters

HOOKY LIVE ADVENT CALENDAR
A big Thank You to everyone who participated in the first Hooky Live Advent
Calendar, which was a great success and enjoyed by young and old. It was a great
way to celebrate the build up to Christmas.
24 windows throughout the village were decorated with a Christmas theme and one
‘opened’ each evening from 1–24 December.
The competition, run by Friends of Hook Norton School, was won by Sophie Frame,
who successfully collected all the letters displayed in each window to make the
sentence ‘Hooky celebrates Christmas’.
If you didn’t manage to see all the windows, we have some great photos – see the
following pages. We are hoping to continue the event next year, so watch this
space!
Laura Wyatt, Annie Hollingdale and Judith Bassett, Advent Calendar Team
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The Hooky Live Advent calendar houses Part 1 (Dec 1-12)
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The Hooky Live Advent calendar houses Part 2 (Dec 13-24)
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C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders
VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE COFFEE MORNING
We would like to say a huge ‘Thank you’ to
everyone involved in the Katharine House Coffee
Morning, held on Saturday, 16 November at the
Norman Matthews Hall. The total amount raised was
£680 which will go towards the everyday running of
the Hospice.
A big ‘Thank you’ to everyone who donated cakes, made craft items, helped on the
day or came along to make the morning such a lovely occasion. We hope everyone
enjoyed themselves; we will be organising a similar event in the autumn, so watch
this space!
Annie Tullett and Judy Ormerod

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
There is good news and bad news.
To start with the bad: The repair work being done in the Library
Reading Room is not yet completed. As with all old buildings, once
structural problems are discovered, more problems tend to emerge.
Therefore, unfortunately, we will be unable to hold our regular Tea at
the Library until further notice. The good news is that eventually we will
have a newly decorated and much warmer room in which to hold such events.
Although the festive season is now over, I would like to thank Jenny Bruton for all
her hard work in designing and decorating the FOHNCL Christmas Tree, which was
voted the best from an adult group in the Christmas Tree Festival. Not content with
just creating the tree, Jenny wrote a poem to go with it, which is printed below,
summing up many of our feelings about the Library.
O Christmas Tree
(With apologies to Christmas trees everywhere)
Oh Library, Oh Library, how helpful are your branches
Oh Library, Oh Library, how helpful are your branches
You welcome all who enter in, to seek the treasure there within
Whatever age or interest be, from baby books to PhD
Oh Library, Oh Library, how helpful are your branches
The libraries of Oxfordshire are partly staffed by Volunteers
The Hooky crew work through the year, and hope you like the
atmosphere
Our friendly smiles will welcome you, We’ll help you choose a
book or two
Your interests you can pursue, There’s WiFi access (and Lego
too!)
This Christmastide we wish you Cheer, and all the best for the
New Year.
Finally, I would like to thank the Newsletter team for their
brilliant idea and production of the Mappa Hooky, which has
been much admired by everyone, and which has already raised
over £100 for FOHNCL funds.
Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069

Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

��
��
��
��

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

Tel: 01295 263505
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6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01608 642111

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
New Year Update. To begin, a very Happy and Healthy
New Year to everyone in Hook Norton from our team.
The Hooky CFR’s attended a total of 16 patients across
quite a wide geography including Hook Norton, Sibford,
Heythrop, Rollright and Banbury.
We thought it worthy of note that the Paramedics whom
we support achieved something quite extraordinary this year. Between
22–31 December, they attended over 1000 incidents, including just under 150
category 1 (life-threatening) calls and just under 800 category 2 (serious medical
emergency) calls. To provide some context to this, these dedicated professionals
put in just under 7,000 hours of work over these ten days – in some cases they
volunteered. On many occasions these calls were supported by the equally
dedicated CFR support contingent.
As mentioned in the last newsletter, the Hook Norton CFR Team are planning to
deliver three public Defibrillator (AED) and CPR awareness events. The first was on
23 January – a daytime event which, at the time of writing this piece, was yet to
happen (we’ll update you in the April newsletter). There will be two further events
that we hope to deliver at the Sports & Social Club in mid-February and March.
These will be evening events held between 6–8pm – we are still trying to confirm
dates.
This year, the final event is being planned for 16 October 2020, ‘World Restart a
Heart Day’. We are calling it ‘THE HOOKY RESTART A HEART INITIATIVE’. This
is still in the early stages of planning but is expected to be at three locations in the
village and open to all members of our and other adjacent communities.
The Hook Norton CFR Team, with the support of South Central Ambulance Service
(SCAS), are proud to support the Resuscitation Council (UK), who run the campaign
‘World Restart a Heart Day’. Restart a Heart Day is a global initiative to raise
awareness and education of CPR and AEDs in the community, and takes place every
year on the 16 October.
We will tell you more in the next newsletter, please watch out for updates by way of
Facebook, Twitter and the posters that will be displayed throughout the village.
Finally, please remember the MAPPA Hooky project, these are now selling very well
at the Brewery, Hooky Pubs and the Village Shop. It’s a useful resource, a great
souvenir for visitors be they tourists or visiting family.
Christopher Fry

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
At the first Garden Club meeting at the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 19
February, we are pleased to welcome Sandy Shirt, one of our members, talking
knowledgeably about Poisonous Plants In & Around Your Garden.
Renewal and Enrolment for the year will be taking place at the meeting, the costs
being:
Family: £16.00 (2 adults and children) / Single: £8.50 / Children’s membership:
£1.00
(Cheque payable to Hook Norton Garden Club)
Sian Arnold, 730263, sianrarnold@gmail.com
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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NEW YEAR HONOUR IN HOOK NORTON
Long-term Hooky resident Paul Cann was awarded an Order
of the British Empire (OBE) in the 2020 New Year Honours ‘for
services to Combatting Loneliness in Older People’.
Paul was a founding partner of the Campaign to End
Loneliness – a body that shares research, evidence and
knowledge with thousands of other organisations and the
public to make a difference to older people’s lives. He is also a
former Chief Executive of Age UK Oxfordshire and the Chair of
Entelechy Arts – a group who collaborate with people from
marginalised and excluded communities to place arts practice
at the heart of a process striving to achieve more equal,
connected and engaged communities. He is also, of course,
the founder of our own Hooky Neighbours group.
Kate Shurety, Executive Director of the Campaign to End Loneliness, said: ‘Paul
Cann was instrumental in establishing the Campaign to End Loneliness and is still a
member of our management group, helping us focus on reducing loneliness in later
life. Loneliness has a devastating impact on people of all ages but especially those
in later life for whom it can be constant and more difficult to overcome.’
Congratulations to Paul on behalf of the village.
David Jones, Editor
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
I sincerely hope one and all had a great festive season – although I’m
sure, by the time you read this, it will all be a dim and distant memory.
Now, what would you do, and where would you look, if you were to lose
something whilst out and about in the village? Perhaps you’ve dropped
a glove, or misplaced a hat or scarf? Perhaps, during the rush of
preparing for Christmas, or in the lull of recovering from New Year
celebrations, you took the young ones to the playground and, en route, or during play
time, one of the little darlings misplaced an item of clothing, or a much-loved toy? Well,
the good news is it may have found its way into the Lost Property Box, which is located
in the front, left-hand window of the Village Shop.
Sometimes, it may take a few days, or even a week, to get there, as I take things that
are wet or muddy home to wash and dry. Sometimes, items are found by others who
take things to the Box when they pop to the shop for something else. Either way, the Box
is overflowing and will soon be emptied. All unclaimed items will go to charity or the bin,
so please spread the word about the Lost Property Box and let’s return some of these
items to their owners. You can flag me down in the street, or phone me, to enquire.
And have your youngsters discovered the new seated shelter in the playground, yet? It’s
a great place for your children to meet up to chat, and offers a degree of shelter from the
elements. And there’s even a bin within handy reach.
Is everyone making use of the new recycling incentive in the village? There are a couple
of receptacles outside the house, to the left of the Shop. It’s for many types of packaging
that cannot presently be recycled through the Council’s blue bins. And the incentive is
that donations will be made to charity. But, please, do read the lids to ensure you’re only
placing the acceptable packaging in them.
And thank you again to the likes of Karen and Brian and many others, who I know quietly
help to keep our village pavements and footpaths tidy.
Finally, did I really see bulbs poking their shoots up through the leaves, recently? Spring
really is just around the corner! � See you around.
Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718

VOTE OF THANKS
I would like to say a very big ‘Thank you’ to Wendy Gordan, our wonderful Village
Warden.
Wendy, in all weather conditions, can be seen in and around Hook Norton, picking up
rubbish and dogs’ ‘poo’, which has been carelessly and thoughtlessly discarded by
someone who cannot be bothered to take home and dispose of appropriately.
We have all seen horrific images of wild life being trapped in discarded drinks cans,
strangled by ring pulls or entangled in plastic. All these creatures are certainly going to
meet a very slow and painful death.
No one wants to put their foot on, or push a pram through, dogs’ poo. Wendy has
contributed an article, on several occasions, to the Newsletter, requesting, very politely
and gently, to dog walkers to ‘pick up’ after their dogs. However, as Wendy is bending
down ‘picking up’ someone else’s dog’s poo, I think she must be feeling rather disgusted
than polite! It must be remembered that dogs’ faeces are a very real health hazard,
especially to children.
So, come on every one, bring your rubbish home and dispose of your dog’s poo
appropriately. Let’s make Hook Norton in 2020, a rubbish free village. Meantime, again
Wendy, many thanks for your ongoing sterling work. Hopefully, one day you will be able
to take a rest!
Patricia Hamilton
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County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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‘Pop-Up Market’
with Font Café & Bacon Butties
held at St Peter’s Church
Saturday 18 April, 9.30am–12.30pm
‘Hat, Scarf, Handbag + Gloves’, Ceramics, Baby Goods,
Crafts, Home Bakes, Traidcraft, Toys
Proceeds to St Peter’s Church
Interested in a Stall? Contact:
Angel Powell angelmrpowell@gmail.com
or Jane Orchard sjorchard15@gmail.com
Tel: 01608 737634

NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Matches: At the time of
writing, the results of the
floodlit Banbury league
matches were: A team 3rd in
Div 1; B team 3rd in Div 2; C
team 4th in Div 3.
Junior coaching sessions:
Coaching Programme for
February and March
The coaching timetable is as
follows:
Tuesdays: Tots (3–5 year-olds), Tots 1, 4.30–5pm; £3 per session
Mini Red (5–8 year-olds), Mini Red 1, 5–6pm; £6
Thursdays: Mini Orange (8–9 year olds), 4.30–5.30pm; £6
Fridays:
Junior (11+ year-olds), Junior 1, 5–6 pm; £6
Junior (11+ year-olds), Junior 2, 6–7pm; £6
Saturdays: Tots (3–5 year-olds), Tots 2, 9–9.30am; £3
Mini Red (5–8 year-olds), Mini Red 2, 9.30–10.30am; £6
Mini Green 1 (10 year-olds), Mini Green 1, 10.30–11.30am; £6
Junior (11+ year-olds), Junior 3, 11.30am–12.30pm; £6
There is also a junior membership fee to pay, which costs £20 per year (April to
March). This is a separate payment made payable to the Hook Norton Tennis Club.
Contact Marc Gilkes for further details.
Events: A hot mulled wine and mince pie evening took place in December.
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 /
baselinecoaching@outlook.com. To play in a team or for more information
contact Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons@me.com or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hooknortontennis.com
Elaine Priestley
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors, and Working Group Assignments are:
Amanda Watkins, Chair
Allison Hicks, Vice-Chair

amanda.watkins@hnpc.org.uk
allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk

Nathan Matthews
Danny Duggan

nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk
danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk

Derek Brotherston
Janeen Wilson
Diana Porter
Jonathan Muller
David Shepherd
Richard Novis*
Parish Clerk

derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk
janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk
diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk
jonathan.muller@hnpc.org.uk
david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk
richard.noviss@hnpc.org.uk
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

(*Co-opted)

War Memorial Hall
Cemetery and
Allotments
Environment
Cemetery and
Allotments
War Memorial Hall
Recreation
Environment
Recreation
Environment
Recreation

War Memorial Hall User Group Meeting: the next User Group meeting will be
held on 8 April in the War Memorial Hall at 7pm.
Friends of Hook Norton War Memorial Hall: If you want to see the War
Memorial Hall and gardens thrive and survive in the village, the Parish Council
would like you to join a group of like-minded people (i.e. Friends of Hook Norton
War Memorial Hall). The hall cannot survive without your support and so, if you
want to become a Friend of the hall, please contact Cllr Watkins. The first meeting
of the Friends to discuss future plans will be held in the Hall itself on 29 April at
7pm. Everyone is welcome.
Minutes of PC Meetings can be found on the PC website www.hnpc.org.uk
Play Area: Repairs have been carried out to the wooden posts and fencing around
the zip-wire. A new, inclusive orbit-roundabout and a shelter have been installed.
VE Day May 2020: Please contact Cllrs Janeen Wilson or Diana Porter if you or
your organisation is planning an event to mark this occasion.
Noticeboards: The Parish Council is looking at placing some extra noticeboards
around the village for members of the public to advertise forthcoming events like
charity or fundraising nights. If you have a suggestion for a suitable location, please
inform me in the first instance, and the Parish Council will take it into consideration.
Not all suggested locations may be acceptable to OCC.
Parish Council Owned Trees: the three-year survey of all Parish Council owned
trees is currently being undertaken by Sacha Barnes, Banbury.
Planning details can be found on the PC noticeboards, in the Meetings�Agenda
section on the PC website, or on Cherwell District Council’s planning portal. Cherwell
District Council consults the Parish Council on planning applications but the PC is
just ‘one voice’ and can object to an application on planning grounds only. It does
not have the authority to approve planning applications or Tree Works. This is the
responsibility of the District Council or the County Council. If you object to a
planning application, please send your objection to Cherwell District Council in
writing or via its Planning Portal.
Allotments: If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact me
giving your name, address and telephone number.
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
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Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP

Sewing for you
Frances Williams
Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making
& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297 Mobile: 07964 691274
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LAND TRUST
After an intense period of community engagement, and
consultation meetings which were creative, lively yet always
good-humoured, Charlie Luxton Design have arrived at a set of
designs that are both exciting and practical. The consultation
meetings were enlivened by a large-scale model of the houses
and site that really helped to visualise the ideas.
Working with the many constraints of a small, unusual shaped site, Charlie Luxton
Design came up with three different design options that were voted on by members
of the community that have expressed interest in living in the homes. They voted
for their favourite option, and two designs emerged as equally popular, so both
were cleverly incorporated into a creative and practical solution that made the most
of everyone’s input.
There are two terraces made up of one, two and three-bedroomed homes, arranged
around a shared landscaped area that suggests a village green. The details of the
landscaping will be worked out at a later stage but everyone was in agreement that
the whole site should contain mature planting that encourages wildlife. Trees and
hedges could also be used to improve the appearance of amenities like parking bays
and bin areas.
At the heart of the site is the communal building, which could play an important role
in helping the community to thrive by providing a hub of activities not replicated in
the village. A separate consultation was held to discover how best it might be used,
and imaginative ideas that came up included a community-run cafe and crèche in
the main space that would be open for most of the day, a communal laundry in a
smaller area and a well-equipped workshop that would be available for hire. Part of
the building will be used for two spare bedrooms with bathrooms that can be
booked for visiting guests; this will enable the homes to be smaller, by reducing the
need for under-used spare bedrooms.
The houses and the community building all have solar PV panels to make the most
of the SW aspect, and will be built to ‘Passivhaus’ standards, which means they will
be as air-tight as possible and require minimal heating. The site is planned to be on
its own micro-grid, designed by the Low Carbon Hub.
By the time you read this newsletter, the planning application will have been
submitted and we will have shared the designs with the wider community at a dropin exhibition at the Memorial Hall. While we wait for the outcome of the planning
decision, the financial case will be developed in detail in preparation for the launch
of a community share offer.
A long and intensive period of energetic work from everyone involved with the
project, including the community, has really come together and is about to propel
the project into the next set of challenges that will result in the first phase of the
build. It’s so exciting to see the vision and ideas of the community transforming into
reality.

Cathy Ryan, Chair, Hook Norton Community Land Trust,
catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org
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10% Discount
Voucher
Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV
See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation
The outside facilities in both villas
or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
are superb.
for availability and price list.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,
sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the
outdoor kitchen.
Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
Check our web site for
carolinecatling@btconnect.com
availability and booking.
www.luxuryvillasjavea.com

SSti
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Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Having joined our Community Choir (great fun it is too!), I feel that I should start
2020 by putting my Concert Hall recommendations first instead of being at the tailend. The fact it is the Beethoven 250th Anniversary, and Orchestras all over the
world are performing his works, is reason enough. If you cannot make Vienna, then
the Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra has its own ‘Beethoven Fest’. On 6 February at
the Sheldonian there is Symphony No1 & No5, with Piano Concerto No4 in between.
Then on the 13th, the Orchestra plays Piano Concerto No3 & the 7th Symphony.
These dispel any doubts as to why the world is celebrating Beethoven’s life this year.
Should you wish for another stirring composer, who better than Sibelius – and for
me certainly, his ‘Finlandia’? With this, and his Symphony No5 & Violin Concerto in
D, he gives voice to the Fire & Ice World of Finland. This concert is on 12 March at
the same venue. It seems an incredible coincidence that, on the day before, the
Iceland Symphony Orchestra is at Birmingham Symphony Hall and performing more
Sibelius – his Symphony No1. This blends in with Bizet and Ravel to give another
glorious musical evening. Take your pick – or the train between the two cities!
On stage, Chippy Theatre has another of its ‘homegrown’ productions – Jeeves &
Wooster Perfect Nonsense’; 5–8 and 10–15 February. Having enjoyed it at Coventry,
I can recommend Alan Bennett’s ‘The Habit of Art’, also at Chippy, 23–28 March.
A more serious theme is the stage adaptation of the book ‘Alone in Berlin’. This
gripping story of resistance to the Nazis in wartime Berlin, could be well suited to the
stage. It is to be performed at Theatre Royal Northampton, which has a good record
of excellence in such productions, 8–29 February. Oxford Playhouse takes us back in
history – with more war. ‘Shadows of Troy’ is a bold new adaptation of two giants of
ancient theatre: Euripides’s ‘Iphigenia at Aulis’, and Sophocles’s ‘Ajax’. A new
translation presents these plays in tandem, creating a truly epic narrative of a most
famous war. No respite – chaos reigns in England; Richard the Lionheart is dead and
King John is on the throne. Go to Stratford for this rarely performed play of
Shakespeare – ‘King John’. However, be prepared: it is a very different production! It
is performed In Rep until 23 March.
At the galleries, it is perhaps appropriate to begin with another King. George IV was
far from popular, but his artistic acquisitions enrich our heritage. At The Queen’s
Gallery to 3 May, ‘George IV: Art and Spectacle’, we are treated to some wonderful
works of art that he brought to the Nation.
Tate Modern has a coup with Dora Maar – best known for her relationship with
Picasso, who was dismissive of her as a painter. Post-Picasso, she blossomed, and
this exhibition, running to 15 March, reveals her creative talent.
At the National Gallery, we catch a glimpse, in a small exhibition, of the almost
forgotten talent of David Bomberg. ‘Young Bomberg and the Old Masters’ shows nine
of his works, together with paintings from the NG Collection which inspired him as a
young radical growing up in London’s East End. Perhaps this will tempt a gallery to
display more of his work; this is a tempting morsel – and free! It runs to 1 March. At
the Holburne Museum Bath, to 25 May, an exhibition, ‘Grayson Perry – The PreTherapy Years’, re-introduces the explosive and creative works he made between
1982 and 1994. These ground-breaking ‘lost’ pots will be reunited for the first time,
to focus on the formative years of one of Britain’s most recognisable artists. Many of
the 70 items on display have been ‘crowd-sourced’ following a successful appeal to
the public in 2018. Worth a visit!
John Wheatley
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BANBURY CHORAL SOCIETY
Banbury Choral Society
will give a concert of JS
Bach’s masterpiece St
John Passion on
Saturday, 4 April at
7.30pm. They will be
accompanied by the wellknown chamber
orchestra, the Oxford
Sinfonia, six young,
bright soloists, all under
the baton of their
inspiring conductor,
Julian Harris.
Bach’s St John Passion is
intensely dramatic, with
an overriding message of
compassion, hope and
ultimate salvation, and is one of the most demanding, and rewarding, works for a
choir to perform. This oratorio was first performed on Good Friday in Leipzig in April
1724.
Julian Harris said: ‘It is an absolute privilege to conduct this wondrous masterpiece
again. It is, undoubtedly, one of the greatest works of genius ever written, and
created by the mind of the greatest genius that ever lived. Page after page drips
with inspiration and emotion, telling the most dramatic and powerful story ever
told. It really is an evening like no other and not to be missed.’
Banbury Choral Society goes from strength to strength and attracts members from
Oxfordshire, Warwickshire and Northamptonshire. Founded in 1942, the choir has
staged numerous concerts in Banbury and North Oxfordshire.
Tickets: £15 (£5 under 16s) from www.banburychoralsoc.co.uk;
Box office: 07721 204734 or the Banbury Tourist Information Centre.
Clare Adams, 07793 556103
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HOOK NORTON
GARDEN CLUB
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

A PULL-OUT GUIDE FOR HANDY
REFERENCE

Calendar 2020
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

FOR DETAILS OR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT:
CHAIRMAN: Peter Arnold
Tel: 01608 730263
PROGRAMME SECRETARY: Malcolm Black
Tel: 01608 730668
Committee:
Peter Arnold, Sian Arnold, Malcolm Black, Dorothy Cantrell,
Bethan Dennick, Derek D’Elsini, Margaret Hiatt,
Shirley Ingham, Alrys Morris, Sandy Shirt

PROGRAMME
Wed 19th Feb

Poisonous plants in and around your garden
Sandy Shirt

Wed 18th Mar

Choice plants for your garden
Chris Brown, Nurseryman

Wed 1st April

Entry night for Spring Show
7.00pm till 8.00pm, Memorial Hall

Sat 4th April

Spring Show – Hook Norton School
Open to the public – 2.30pm

Wed 15thApril

Alpines around the garden
Mrs Pam Turner, Cotswold & Malvern Alpine Society

Wed 20th May

Moths & Butterflies
Paul Emblon, Entomologist, Oxford University

Sun 14th June

Day visit by coach to the Trentham Gardens
Open to members & guests. Meet 8.30am at the Sun Inn

Wed 15th July

Evening visit to be confirmed – Meet outside the Sun
Inn at 6.00pm for car share.

Wed 9th Sept

Entry night for Autumn Show
7.00pm till 8.00pm, Memorial Hall

Sat 12th Sept

Autumn Show – St Peter’s Church
Open to the public – 2.30pm

Wed 21st Oct

The Wonders of Westonbirt Arboretum
Volunteer

Wed 18th Nov

AGM, followed by Members’ evening, with wine, cheese
and mince pies & members’ photos

All meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month in the
Memorial Hall, starting at 7.30pm. Meetings are open to anyone who
wishes to attend and there is an admission charge of £3 for non-members
and guests. Tea/coffee and biscuits are provided free and there is usually
a raffle.
Arrangements for visits: Meet outside the Sun Inn, at the times stated.
Evening visits will be by car, sharing wherever possible.

Spring & Autumn Show photographic subjects 2020
Spring, Adults: Reflection(s), An ancient building or monument,
A seat, Spring Flowers. Children: Spring Flowers
Autumn, Adults: Individual flowers – four photos on one mount, Storm,
Water. Children: School Holiday photo
Annual Membership renewal
You can renew your membership at any meeting, or by post to Sian
Arnold, Brick Hill Cottage, Hook Norton OX15 5QA Tel 01608 730263
Cost of renewal is:Family: £16.00, 2 adults and children; Single: £8.50
Children’s membership: £1.00
(Cheque payable to Hook Norton Garden Club)

For 2020, we have four evening meetings, from February to May.
We will arrange a day visit to the Trentham Gardens in June and an
evening visit in July to a local NGS garden. We finish the year with
an evening meeting in October, and the AGM in November. As always, we welcome new and current members and their guests, for
all our events.
Membership fees, which are due at the start of the year, represent
great value for money. Club membership gives members discounts
at Applegarth and Batsford Garden Centres – just take your membership card along with you.
The Spring Show will be held in the Hook Norton School, and the Autumn Show in St Peter’s Church. We look forward to seeing many
exhibits from both old and new members.
Remember that you can pull out this calendar and display it somewhere handy, so that you will be reminded when each meeting is
taking place, and it will enable you to see what the Garden Club is
doing this year.
Finally, best wishes for Good Gardening in 2020.
Suggestions for future meetings and visits are always welcome.

LUNARTIKS GET 12,000-YEAR OVERVIEW OF PROGRESS
Barely one month apart, the Hook Norton Lunar Society
meetings in December and January spanned two
decades – but that's insignificant compared to the
12,000 years separating the topics covered.
In their own way John McCormick and Katherine (Karen)
Wright were both talking about human kind's first
explorations of new territory. While John landed us on The Moon, Karen looked back
to around 10,000 BCE, and research into the origins of villages and cities in the
Middle East, and its interpretation.
For the Americans, the space race got off to a bad start when, in October 1957,
Sputnik beeped its way around the heavens. The Russians could put a satellite into
orbit, and 200 million scared US citizens quickly latched on to its significance in a
Cold War. Worse still, November saw Laika become the first dog in space.
In response, America entered the race and launched Explorer 1, its first orbital
satellite, in January 1958, and began the Mercury programme to try and put a man
in orbit; but Yuri Gagarin beat them to it on 12 April 1961. Just over a month later,
John F. Kennedy pledged America to land a man on the moon within a decade. Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin landed on 20 July 1969, beating the Russians at last.
John's thoroughly researched and gripping tale of the race to the moon was packed
with fascinating detail and, of course, did not omit Australia's contribution, in which
the Parkes Observatory in NSW provided the means for the world to follow the
Apollo 11 landing on television.
In her presentation, Karen Wright, senior lecturer at the Institute of Archaeology,
University College London, noted that human history is said to have begun with the
emergence of the genus Homo, around 2 million years ago, with hunting and
gathering the sole form of human economy until about 10,000 BCE, when the
earliest known villages emerged in the Middle East. The first cities, writing and
states emerged some five to five and a half thousand years ago. Karen asked: ‘What
caused these unprecedented developments and what were the consequences?’ In
answer, she reviewed evidence as revealed by recent archaeology, which shows that
village agriculture drove a vast increase in world population and, from 3500 BCE,
urban life resulted in unprecedented technological changes. Finally, putting it in
long-term perspective, she observed: ‘the rapidity of change is highlighted by the
fact that the period since 10,000 BCE is only 0.7% of human history as a whole."
Next HNLS meeting: 10 February, when David Shirt will focus on Observatories,
Telescopes and Astronomical Curiosities. Back room of the Sun at 7.30pm.
Ian Buchanan, ian@buchananhn.co.uk

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Happy New Year to you All. Thank you to all who attended our
Christmas Concert back in December; a very full Church awaited me
when I arrived late due to work! The retiring collection raised £550.00
for the Bands so thank you so very much.
The Weather was kind on the afternoon of 22 December for our carol singing
session in front of the Sun Inn – a very impressive group of singers making this a
quite special occasion. Again, a big thank you to all who joined in.
As 2020 opens we have a steady stream of engagements being booked. Our
Summer Tour this year is to be in Cambridge!
Martin Quartermain
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ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 Club draws are:
November: £100 E Wilkowski, £25 T Wright, £25 K Hope
December: £250 E Wilkowski, £100 J Webb, £25 D Shepley-Cuthbert, £25 J Orchard
We started St Peter’s 100 Club in January 2015. Having now completed five years,
we have raised £17,860 towards St Peter’s running costs, and have given out
£10,075 in prize money. Thank you to everyone who continues to support the club.
Mark Taylor, 730089

Cancer Research Christmas Cards.
We would like to say a big thank you to everyone who bought Freya’s Christmas
cards, specifically to aid Cancer Research. We thank K.M.S. Litho and the Village
Shop for supporting her. Everybody helped us to raise £230.
Jackie White

NEWS FROM THE RECTOR
From all in the Hook Norton Benefice – Every blessing for the year
ahead!
My first Christmas in Hook Norton was truly wonderful, and I have
many people to thank for making this year so special. As you
consider plans and hopes for 2020 why not have a think about
whether it could be the year for you to explore the Christian stories
and understandings a little more, and how they could be relevant
for you in your everyday life. These two events might help you do that…
‘Confirmation’: We are looking to run a course for five weeks, exploring our faith.
This would be particularly useful for any who wish to be Confirmed. Confirmation is
for anyone 10 years to 100+ and the course can be tailormade to age
requirements. At the end of the course there is no obligation to follow through with
your Confirmation of Faith in a church service.
‘Bible Study and Home Fellowship Groups’: There are a number of such groups
around the benefice who take time out, usually once a month, to read and reflect on
a Bible reading, and to enjoy a cuppa and friendship. These run at different times,
either in the daytime or evening. We are reviewing our group provision and anyone
– whether a Sunday Church go-er or not – is invited to come along.
For either of these please don’t hesitate to give me a ring to find out more.
Special Dates for St Peter’s Church include:
��
Ash Wednesday on 26 February: A 10am traditional Holy Communion Service,
with a reflective and penitential focus, as we prepare to enter the season of Lent,
in the lead-up to Holy Week and Easter. There will be the option to receive the
imposition of ashes.
��
Mothering Sunday on 22 March, in which we celebrate the love we have received.
��
Palm Sunday on 5 April, recalling the story of Jesus entering into Jerusalem.
��
Holy Week Reflections 6–10 April [look out for times and venues]
��
Easter Day Holy Communion Celebration 12 April.
More details of these services will be in the new Service Calendar: March–June 2020
and on St Peter’s Church notice boards and Newsletters. We hope to see you soon!
Rev’d Janet Faull, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk
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Wyld Health
Dr Clare Wyld, Nutritional Therapist
www.wyldhealth.co.uk
clare@wyldhealth.co.uk
As a nutritional therapist I can help to support you with a range
of issues from weight problems, fatigue, autoimmune disease and
mental health problems, or perhaps you just want to ‘get healthier’
or ‘feel better’.
20% off packages when you mention this advert.
Based near Chipping Norton/Hook Norton.

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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BAPTIST BANTER
We have had a busy 2019, following the approval for our plans to
renovate our Georgian chapel, with finalising the details and
continuing to raise the £300,000 needed to do all the work. We are
almost halfway through setting aside our own resources, receiving
grants from the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust and the All Churches Trust, and
various fundraising events. We still have some way to go, so expect a few more concerts
and events to pop up this year. If you wish to donate for this worthy cause, please visit
our Virgin Money Giving page at www.uk.virginmoneygiving.com/donationweb/charity?charityId=1017823 or visit our website for the Donate button.
As well as continuing the fundraising, our architect is busy finalising the specification to
go into tender documents. We are appointing Mechanical & Electrical consultants to
design the low-carbon heating and lighting systems before we can approach Hook Norton
Low Carbon for their support. Most folk don’t realize that we have solar panels on the
south facing roof, and we are looking to utilize these in the most efficient way.
As we restore the chapel near to its original condition, we will be installing powerassisted doors to the porch. We believe the original doors were removed and new inner
doors were installed inside the porch during the Victorian period. We currently have the
problem of someone visiting the porch outside of meeting hours and leaving their rubbish
and graffiti behind, so the new porch doors will help us with that. Along with the new
doors will be a new floor throughout the chapel all at the same level to do away with the
step (trip hazard) just inside the doors and replace the decaying wooden floor on the
north side of the chapel.
This year, you will also see changes in the Bury Orchard burial ground, off Osney Close,
following our agreement with Incredible Edible to turn the western end of the ground into
a community orchard. You may remember the notice on the gate in 2017 advising the
community of our plans to close the western end of the grounds for this purpose. This
area will be fenced off from the rest of the burial ground, which will remain open for
families and friends to visit the graves of their loved ones. A new gated entrance from
pathway toward the recreation ground will be made to provide direct access to the
community orchard. Look out for more information from Incredible Edible on the design
and development of this new community space.
Last year we said goodbye to our Children’s and Families Worker,
Bee Williams who relocated to Scotland with her family, and we
said hello to her replacement Eva Lowe who joins us to take on
the role. Eva will continue to host the Stay and Play Parent &
Toddler group on Friday’s in the Baptist Hall (during term time),
the JAM Club at the school on Thursday afternoons, and now a
Youth Group (Year 6 to 11) on Thursday afternoons from 5pm in
the Baptist Hall. Please contact Eva on 07919 323647 or
eva@hookybaptist.org.uk if you want further information on
these activities.
In the next few days, I will be flying off to Bengaluru, India to
visit the Greater Hope Orphanage that we support. As well as
providing various services to our local community, we also
support ministries in this country and around the world as we fulfil the great commission
that Jesus Christ gave us. Supporting widows and orphans features highly in Jesus’
teachings and so a few of us from the church are going over to visit this important work,
meet the children and to understand how we can support this vital work further. I will let
you know how we got on in the next newsletter.
Bless you!

@HookyPastor

www.hookybaptist.org.uk

Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069, pastor@hookybaptist.org.uk
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LIBRARY NEWS
Opening Hours: Monday:
2–7pm Friday:
Wednesday: 2–5pm Saturday:
What’s on at Hook Norton Library:

2–5pm
9.30am–12.30pm

Tea & Cake: Hosted by Friends of Hook Norton Library is temporarily cancelled
due to ongoing renovations in the library Reading Room.
18 February and 20 March: Family History Helpdesk from 2pm. Book your free
1-1 session. Drop-in sessions available from 4pm.
Free 1-1 digital helper sessions at Hook Norton Library: If you’d like help getting
started with computers or want to get more out of your digital devices, please
contact the library to book a free session with the digital volunteer. You can use the
library computers or bring you own device, for example, laptop/tablet.
Harry Potter Book Night – Thursday, 6 February: Get your costumes ready,
the theme for 2020 is ‘The Triwizard Tournament’. Hook Norton Harry Potter
champions with tickets drawn from the Goblet of Fire will take part in three tasks,
followed by a Harry Potter quiz, fancy-dress parade and Hogwarts Lake colouring
competition. Which team will be Harry Potter Book Night Champions for 2020?
This is a free event for children. The age line to enter your name in the Goblet of
Fire is 7–11 years old. Booking is essential as this event is very popular and there
are only 25 tickets.
Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager,
737793, hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
I am currently reading ‘Expectation’ by Anna Hope

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Our speaker this month, on 4 February, is Stephen Mileson, who will be giving an
update on his research about the village for the Victoria County History (VCH). The
VCH was founded in 1899 as a national project to write the history of every county
in England. It is very much still a work in progress. So far, 19 volumes for
Oxfordshire have been published. Volume 21 will cover the Chipping Norton area
including Hooky. Stephen’s talk will give us an insight into his discoveries in relation
to the village.
Next month, on 3 March, Alastair Lack will be talking about The Civil War in Oxford.
All our meetings start at 7.30pm in the Baptist Church Hall on Netting Street. Nonmembers are welcome to come along to the meetings. A modest charge of £2 per
meeting applies. For more information about the group please contact me.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

Sue Coltman
The recent passing of Sue Coltman has deprived the local community of an extraordinary
presence and friend. A long-time resident of the village, she was a headteacher and
social worker who helped many deprived rural folk as well as Banbury residents and, in
retirement, served in local the Citizens Advice. She contributed actively to local history,
was one of the founders of the Hook Norton Group, serving for many years as Treasurer,
and helped to create the Village Museum. Our sense of identity as a community owes so
much to her energy and quiet commitment.
Donald Ratcliffe, Chair, HNLHG
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
We’ve been taking our minds off the winter gloom by
learning all about rainforests. The younger children
have been exploring animal and plant life, while the
older children are delving into such issues as fair trade
and deforestation. It’s part of our
new revamped curriculum, in
which the whole school shares the
same topic each term. We’re
finding this is injecting a new buzz
and excitement into our learning!
Last term our topic was ‘Lest We
Forget’, and a highlight was a
presentation by our Yr 3–4 class
on how village life changed during
World War II (pictured). Each class
regularly gets a chance to share

their work with parents, and the rest of the school,
in a special assembly.
In other news:
Going green: We’re on our way to becoming an
Eco School. This global programme recognises
schools where pupils are taking the lead in making
the school – and
world – greener. So
far, our motivated
team have zeroed in
on rubbish – thanks
to them we're now
recycling many more
item around school.
Recently we won our
Bronze award: next step, Silver!
Author visit: We were thrilled to have a visit from
New Zealand author Joanna Grochowicz, who writes
about South Pole explorers. Yr 5 and 6 thoroughly
enjoyed acting out her stories about these
adventurers (pictured).
Book share: In a special event recently, older children brought in favourite books
to read to younger children (pictured). We’re doing everything we can to kindle a
passion for reading in every child.
Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see all that we have to offer.
Please make an appointment by calling us on 737202. We look forward to meeting
you!
Michelle Hastings, Headteacher
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A NEW YEAR – A NEW QUIZ
Celebrating the new year – this quiz is all about new things!
You can do this for fun but, if you wish to enter the prize quiz, print your name
and details at the bottom of the page, tear it out and place it into an envelope
marked ‘QUIZ’, along with £2, and drop it into the St Peter’s donations box (on the
wall just inside church on the right) by 1 March. The winner will receive 50% of the
money collected, and will be announced along with the answers in the April
newsletter. Good luck.
Kevin Hope
1.

The festival from 25 January to 8 February 2020

2.

Roger Vergé, developed which highly influential version

is better known as what?

_____________

of Provençal cooking?
3.

_____________

What name is given to the sudden appearance of a bright
star, that slowly fades over several weeks or many months?

4.

_____________

What originated in the early 18th century, though it is now
considered to mean a work of fiction of over 50,000 words?

_____________

5.

Who sang the 1983 hit Blue Monday?

_____________

6.

Why might a vintner get excited on the third Thursday

7.

Name the largest of the three main railway stations

8.

‘The Big Apple’ was originally known by what 2-word name

in November?
in Birmingham.

9.

_____________
_____________

when the Dutch founded it in 1626?

_____________

Released in January 1983, name U2’s top ten hit.

_____________

10. What is Stevenage’s claim to fame?

_____________

Name …………………………………………………… Telephone number …………………………………
Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
We have received a friendly, but anonymous note of thanks:
‘I would like to say a big Thank You to the Cemetery Volunteers. It is so open and
tidy – a lot of work has been done. I like the idea for the watering cans and rake.
Wonderful!’
David Jones, Editor
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
Hook Norton Cricket Club have had a well-earned rest, after
successfully winning OCA division 3 last season; our third year of
promotion on the trot and our second team securing their position
in league 6.
Meanwhile, over the
winter, our indoor teams have been
busy in the Banbury Indoor league. In
a few weeks’ time our indoor team are
attending the Oxfordshire Indoor finals
and, if successful, will once again
represent Oxfordshire in the regionals.
We have to say a huge thank you to
Barry Souch, who has been part of the
club for more years than he will tell us,
but has also been our main cricket
umpire and our treasurer. He is stepping back to concentrate on his other sporting
interests, and we would like to thank him for his time and commitment to the club
over the many years he has been involved. We would also like to thank Jordan
Glazier, our outgoing first-team captain, who has successfully seen the club gain
three years of back-to-back league promotion and the League Cup.
Winter nets start up again on Sunday, 23 February at Sibford School, from 6–8pm,
and all players who wish to play senior cricket are invited to attend (u14s upwards).
Although we are a small, friendly, family orientated village club, we have a range of
teams for players of all ages and abilities. We have a successful midweek t20 team
alongside two competitive Saturday league teams, who are in OCA division 2 and
division 6 respectively. We also have a programme of friendly Sunday matches for
those who wish to play at a more leisurely pace, and a full range of mini and junior
cricket on offer – many of our juniors also play in our league teams.
If you are interested in joining us, please contact Rob Webb, our Club Chairman, on
07932 156641 or our first team captain, Jimmy McPhee, on 07783 073046.
Julia Ingham

WANTED: Umpires
Hook Norton CC needs
additional umpires for the
forthcoming season.
If you are keen to be involved in the cricket
club – whether it is every weekend or just
now and again – we have vacancies for
umpires.
We are happy to arrange training, if needed;
match fees are paid to cover expenses.
If you are at all keen to volunteer to be part
of our club, as an umpire or in any other
capacity, then please do get in contact us for
a chat.
We'd love to hear from you. Rob Webb: Club
Chairman 07932 156641

WINTER NETS
HOOK NORTON CC:
Sundays 6–8pm
Sibford School Hall
Starts Sunday, 23 February.
All ages/abilities, U14s upwards.
New players welcome.
Contact Rob Webb, Club
Chairman, for more information:
07932 156641
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DECEMBER QUIZ ANSWERS
The answers to the Christmas riddles, and the well-known seasonal phrase are
below. 14 people entered, and Karen Wickham was drawn as the winner who
receives prize money of £14, with £14 being donated to St Peter’s.
Thanks to everyone who took part.
See me twice in Ladies Dancing; but not at all in Golden Rings

A

I’m in both Donner and Dancer though not in Comet or Prancer

D

I feature in Aladdin but not Sleeping Beauty

D

King Wenceslas has two of me, but the Merry Gentlemen have none

S

You’ll find me in Scrooge; but not the Spirit of Christmas Present

G

Saint Nicholas has two of me; however, Santa Claus has none

I

I’m in Tinsel; but you won’t find me in Decorations

L

I appear 3 times in Dick Whittington but only once in Mother Goose

T

I’m in Silent Night yet can’t be found in Hark the Herald Angels

I

O Tannenbaum has three of me, but The Christmas Tree has none

N

You’ll find me in both Manger and Magi but in neither Mary nor Messiah

G

The well-known seasonal phrase:

G L A D

T I D I N G S
Kevin Hope

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days

Times

Breakfast Club

Monday–Friday

7.30-9am

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

Costs
£1.00 per
15 minutes
£18.50

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£2.75

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£18.50
£5.00 per
hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
A very Happy New Year to you all from Hook Norton Primary! The autumn term was
incredibly busy, and I was able to see the pupils at their very best. I am constantly
amazed at how
many extracurricular
activities take
place, and the
children have
so many
talents to show
off and
develop.
Of particular
note were the
two
productions
that we were
able to put on.
Key Stage 2
(age 7–11,
pictured)
treated us to a
play based in
the wild west: ‘Ye Ha!’ It was full of puns, and witty humour that required
impeccable timing, and the children managed it perfectly. The singing was really
uplifting and the solos flawless. I genuinely haven’t seen such a good production at
this age: the children could have been much older!
We also had the joy of celebrating the Nativity in December. This involved the Key
Stage 1 children (age 5–7), who were adorable as they performed ‘Prickly Hay’. All
voices could be heard and the dances were delightful. Again, you would have
thought the children were much older as their confidence was incredible.
Before the first performance, we were delighted to have our Senior Citizens’ Tea
Party, where members of the community were invited in for a glass of sherry and
some nibbles. Following this, they saw the play and then were treated to
sandwiches and cake with a cup of tea. It was a lovely afternoon and enjoyed by all.
Reception also delighted parents with their carol concert, and they sang beautifully,
even managing a chorus in Portuguese. It is amazing how well they picked up the
words in another language, despite mostly being four years old.
Finally, we said goodbye to a much-loved supporter of the school, Janet Collins.
When the current school was first opened, in 1993, she was the chair of governors,
and was instrumental in getting the new school built. Subsequently, she has been a
regular leader of our weekly church assembly, and the children have so many
memories of the songs she brought and the examples she used to make Christian
messages memorable. With children and grandchildren passing through our school
as well, Janet is certainly very well known!
We wish her all the very best as she moves on to a new phase in her life.
Justin Stone, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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A HORRID MORNING FOR HOOKY KIDS
In something of a departure for the Hook Norton Film Society – and part of its
programme of 40th Anniversary events – a special screening of Horrid Henry The
Movie takes place on Saturday, 15 February for children in the village.
Starting at 10am, the performance brings together the 2011 movie produced by
Novel Entertainment, and staring Theo Stevenson, Richard E Grant, Noel Fielding
and Angelica Huston – with a special personal appearance by the film’s writer and
producer, Lucinda Whiteley.
This is followed by a screening of the classic French short film by Albert Lamorisse,
The Red Balloon.
Lucinda will be on hand to talk about the film and answer any questions the children
may have – and, in the tradition of Saturday morning children’s cinema, there will
be a suitably-attired ice-cream lady selling choc ices during the interval!
The event is entirely free and open to all children over the age of six, provided they
are accompanied by an adult. Tickets will be available on a first-come, first-served
basis from HN Library, from the 1 February 2020.
Stephanie Klejdys

HOOK NORTON WI
A lot has happened since our last report. At our November
meeting, Michelle Dix gave us a short talk about the Hooky
Neighbours Scheme, what it is and how to access it.
This was followed by a talk by Catherine Sparkes titled 'Let’s
Prevent Breast Cancer'. We started by having a quiz about
products and environmental conditions which can be a cause
of cancer.
We learnt that there are many contributing factors in
modern-day lifestyle that can be a cause, e.g. certain
clothing, furnishings with flame-retardants, aerosols, plastic,
cleaning products and some makeup items.
To help avoid these issues, we were advised to eat healthy food; exercise regularly;
use natural ingredients; check make-up and cleaning products; avoid stress and
anxiety; sleep well; and drink less alcohol.
We went on a Xmas Shopping Trip to Reading. In December, we had an excellent
Christmas Meal at The Cherington Arms and, instead of our usual meeting, we
celebrated by a sing-along and entertainment by The Adderbury Ukes, followed by a
quiz and tea party.
Looking back over our last year’s programme, what a busy year we have had: many
interesting speakers and activities, meals out and outings.
Not to mention the Bra and Pants collection which has got to be one of our best
achievements (251 Bras and 260 pairs of pants).
Thanks to all who helped with this, especially David Cooper from 'One Man Band'
who arranged to transport the five large bags to Scotland.
Look out for our new year’s programme in the next Newsletter.
Margaret Gardner
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FRIDAY 3, SATURDAY 4, SUNDAY 5 JULY 2020
HNCA are proud to present Saturday headliners

PLUS FULL SUPPORTING LINE-UP, HOOKY BEER TENT, FOOD VENDORS, STALLS
AND CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENTS – 19 HOURS OF LIVE MUSIC FROM FRIDAY
EVENING
THIS YEAR WE’RE ADDING A SUNDAY CHILL SESSION FROM 11–4pm: FREE ENTRY
PROCEEDS TO LOCAL AND NATIONAL CHARITIES
**CALLING ALL HOOK NORTON RESIDENTS**
SPECIAL PRICED VILLAGE TICKETS ARE ON SALE AT THE VILLAGE SHOP
NOW – SAVINGS BETTER THAN HALF PRICE!
THERE ARE A LIMITED NUMBER OF SPECIAL PRICED TICKETS, SO DON’T
LEAVE IT TOO LATE TO BUY YOURS!
Limited number village only tickets
WEEKEND: ADULT, £15 (full £30); 11-17 YRS, £7 (full £15)
FRIDAY: ADULT, £5

(full £10); 11-17 YRS, £3 (full £5)

SATURDAY: ADULT, £10 (full £25); 11-17 YRS, £5 (full £12.50)
10 yrs and under – Free / SUNDAY – all entry FREE
CAMPING: see website
TENTS: £10/person for the weekend, purchase on-line or at gate on arrival.
Caravans/CamperVans: £25 reservation required email: petewatkins4@aol.com

www.hookymusic.co.uk

HELP WITH WINTER WARMTH
There are services and funds available to help
people (owners and private tenants) stay
independent, safe and well in their homes, and
Oxfordshire County Council has developed a
referral service to help residents (or carers)
access the right organisations in their area, to
get the help they need.
The type of help that can be provided are services – such as new boilers, repairs to
boilers, loft or cavity wall insulation, access to a local and trustworthy repairs
service and general advice on how to stay safe, well and affordably warm in your
home. For more information or to make a referral visit
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homerepairs
Kate Eveleigh, Oxfordshire CC, 07785 453265, kate.eveleigh@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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HOOK NORTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Volunteers Award. ‘Volunteers have always played a vital part in the sports and
physical activity sector. Without them, most community sport and physical activity
simply wouldn’t happen’ – Sport England Strategy for Volunteering.
At a recent meeting with the Club President, James Clark, we spoke about the value
of our volunteers, and James has suggested that we recognise this by having a
special occasion to acknowledge the ‘unsung heroes’ of the club. You will all know
who we are talking about – that person that marks out the pitches on a cold wet
winter’s morning, or who always takes the dirty kit home to wash after a game;
someone who makes tea and cakes on a Saturday morning to raise much needed
funds for the sports club; those people who give up their time to become coaches in
order to train others – the list goes on.
You may well ask, ‘Why do they do it?’ And there are many reasons, all of which
help to make for a stronger community. Some may say that they want to put
something back into the sport they have a passion for, or that they want to help
give young people the opportunities that they had/wish they had when they were
younger. But it is also recognised that when someone provides their time, energy
and expertise as a volunteer there’s a double benefit – for those playing and for the
volunteer. Volunteering and helping others can help you with your own wellbeing by
helping to reduce stress, combat depression, keep you mentally stimulated, and
provide a sense of purpose.
While the awards evening on 29 November was about saying thank you to a few
volunteers that have gone that extra mile, we also recognise all the volunteers who
give up their time to make our sports club work. Thank you everyone.
Volunteer Awards 2019
Awards go to;
Football Volunteer of the Year:

Clive Brown

Cricket Volunteer of the Year:

Berry and Grant Wallis

Tennis Volunteer of the Year:

Sean Callery

General Club Volunteer of the year:

Adrian White

Overall Club Volunteer of the year:

Janeen Wilson

(There were no nominations for Running Volunteer of the year)

Philip Rolls

ENERGY AND MONEY SAVING
Citizens Advice West Oxfordshire are providing free energy
advice this winter to help people understand their energy
costs and suggest alternative ways to make savings.
Energy-saving advice sessions range from checking if you
are eligible for the £140 Warm Home Discount, registering eligibility with the
Priority Register for people in need, helping with supplier price comparisons and
much more.
On average, clients save £150 to £200 per year. Last year, we helped one family
save over £3000. Energy advice sessions are available over the phone or face-toface in Citizens Advice Witney and Chipping Norton offices.
Please contact us to make an appointment. www.citizensadvice.org.uk
Judy Anders, 01993 892057, info@citizensadvicewestoxon.org.uk
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Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator, Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial, honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 90 references always supplied
Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 720006
Rowan court, Milton Road, Bloxham, OX15 4HD
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk
www.mullinsdecor.co.uk

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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WILDLIFE NOTES
As I write this in mid-January, winter does not yet
seem to have taken hold. We have had a few frosty
mornings – which is to be expected – but they have
been few and far between. Rainfall seems to be on
the increase judging by the state of some of the
fields in Oxfordshire and neighbouring counties. If
only some of the rain could be diverted to fight the
raging bush fires in Australia.
The milder weather here has seen a butterfly in our house as well as a wasp in
recent weeks. We had a wasp’s next treated a few months ago so perhaps this was
one that managed to escape the best efforts of Cherwell District Council.
Thanks to those who have been in touch. A resident of Chapel Street sent me this
photo of a nuthatch in her garden. Richard Ricardo caught a glimpse of a kingfisher
by the stream near Cradle Farm.

Turning now to mammals, a young fox was seen recently on Brewery Lane heading
towards Scotland House. Mark Allman saw a white fallow deer in fields beyond
Manor Farm. It must have been there for a while as Mark was able to go home to
collect his camera. The photo here is the better of the two he sent me. Perhaps the
moral here is always carry a camera just in case. Even as a photographer I am
guilty of not always taking mine with me on walks. Phone cameras are improving all
the time but for a subject in the distance nothing beats a ‘proper’ camera with a
suitable telephoto lens!
On early morning dog walks recently, I have heard tawny owls. As it is still
relatively dark when Jimmy and I are venturing out I have still to see them. They
are in trees somewhere! On the subject of sounds, a few people walking on the
footpath by Ale Wood have told me about unusual sounds which they have not
heard before. This has prompted further investigation on my part, please see the
article on page 69 of this issue titled ‘From Field to Fork in Hook Norton’.
As usual please let me have details of any wildlife sightings you may have. Photos
are always welcome. Do not worry too much about the quality, I have Photoshop so
can attempt to improve them for publication in the newsletter.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!
I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!
My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.
I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.
Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com
Fully insured
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FROM FIELD TO FORK IN HOOK NORTON
Those of you with good memories may recall the interview with Fergus McSporran
of Auchtermuchty which appeared in the October 2014 issue of the newsletter. It
centred on the Friends of Alba, some of whose members planned to relocate to
Hooky should the Scottish Referendum vote go against them. We all know that the
majority of those polled decided to remain within the Union. However, following the
UK’s withdrawal from the EU, the SNP are hoping to have another Referendum –
IndyRef2 – which they are confident will result in Scotland leaving the Union.
In light of this, many Scottish businesses have decided to relocate part of their
operations to England. Fergus’s grandson, Hugh, and his charming wife Morven,
are one such couple. They have leased part of Ale Wood which lies on the outskirts
of Hooky on Chipping Norton Road. The couple have settled in the village after
recently completing the purchase of a large property on Netting Street which in
addition to a house also has many outbuildings which suits their needs. Whilst the
house is being modernised, they are living in a mobile home on site. The other
building has already been converted into a processing plant for their business
which is unique to the Cotswolds. An aggressive marketing campaign has led to
several local retailers stocking their product. Recently locals walking near the wood
have reported unusual sounds of wild animals to the village wildlife co-ordinator.
He has reassured them that there is nothing to worry about. As a Scot he is used
to these sounds.
What Hugh and Morven have established is England’s first haggis farm. Normally
haggis thrive on grouse moors and other upland areas in Scotland but the
creatures that have been relocated to Ale Wood seem to have settled in well. As
the trees are planted fairly close together, they are quite difficult to spot, their
natural colourings have enabled them to blend unobtrusively into the background.
They are, of course, fenced in as there is no wish to have them spread to other
areas as pests. Killing is very humane, the animals are caught in traps and brought
in small batches to the production facility under cover of darkness for slaughter
and packaging into the final product we have grown to enjoy. Whilst some haggis
producers have a year-round facility, at the moment the McSporrans is seasonal,
culminating in Burns Night which falls on 25 January. This was their first year of
production and it has been extremely successful. The Scottish expats in the area
have enjoyed this premium product as numerous online reviews have testified. The
local soil gives the haggis a milder flavour than its Scottish counterpart, which
means that even more discerning English
palates are beginning to appreciate this
delicacy.
What does the future hold? Hugh is setting up
a breeding programme in time for the 2020
Christmas season whereby stud animals are
being trapped in Scotland and introduced to
those inhabiting Ale Wood. Thus, the
bloodlines are being expanded; this will
eliminate inbreeding, which has happened with
some of the more remote haggis populations in
Scotland. These are usually the three-legged variety. The long-term aim is to make
haggis an all-year-round foodstuff, not just for Hogmanay and Burns Night
celebrations. This young couple have certainly impressed this writer who can vouch
for the taste and flavour of this wonderful product.
David McGill
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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FEBRUARY/MARCH VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday

9:30 AM
10:00 AM
7.00 PM
8:00 PM
10:00 AM
10:30 AM
7:30 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
7:30 PM
9:30 PM
10:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:30 PM

Butterfly music (0-4 yo, term time only)
Font Café
Hooky Harriers
Ladies Social Badminton
Still Waters Cafe
Daytime Zumba
Hooky Singers
Ladies Social Badminton
Stay and Play Toddler Group
Thrift Club
Meat raffle
Font Café
Live music night
Quiz night

Primary School
St Peters
Sports & Social Club
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Sports & Social Club
Primary School
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Pear Tree Inn
Pear Tree Inn
St Peters
Sun Inn
Pear Tree Inn

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if
possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council
issues. Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council
charges for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths,
wall units, sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of
charges at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - FEBRUARY
Date Day

03
04
05
08
10
12
12
13
13
14
15
15
18
19
19
27
27
27
29

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday

Time

12:00
19:30
20:00
19:00
19:30
14:30
18:00
09:00
19:30
19:00
10:00
14:00
14:30
19:30
09:00
10:30
19:30
10:00

Event

Location

HN Lunch Club
Local History Group
Cheese night at the Pear Tree
Masquerade Ball
Hook Norton Lunar Society
Reading Group
Open Tap Take Over
Rhythm Time Music
Parish Council Meeting
Hook Norton Film Society - 40th Anniversary Celebration
February Half Term
Hook Norton Film Society - 40th Anniversary Celebration
WI Meeting
Tea and Cake at the Library
Garden Club - Poisonous Plants
Rhythm Time Music
Carry on Learning
Hooky Players AGM
IE Hooky Pruning Talk & Community Orchard

Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall
Pear Tree Inn
Cotswolds Hotel & Spa
Sun Inn
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Library
Memorial Hall
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall

SPECIFIC EVENTS - MARCH
Date Day

02
03
04
07
09
11
11
12
12
13
17
18
18
21
26
26
26

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

Time

12:00
19:30
20:00
19:00
19:30
14:30
18:00
09:00
19:30
14:00
14:30
19:30
19:00
09:00
10:30
19:30

Event

Location

Hook Norton Lunch Club
Local History Group
Cheese night at the Pear Tree
Hooky Movie Nights - I’VE LOVED YOU SO LONG
Hook Norton Lunar Society
Reading Group
Open Tap Take Over
Rhythm Time Music
Parish Council Meeting
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
WI Meeting
Tea and Cake at the Library
Garden Club - Choice Plants
Hooky Movie Nights - THE DEATH OF STALIN
Rhythm Time Music
Carry on Learning
Hooky Players Get Together

Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall
Pear Tree Inn
Memorial Hall
Sun Inn
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Library
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com
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THIS BEING HUMAN
‘Humans are funny things. They seem to be constantly searching for external
happiness when they need look no further than inside themselves.’
I enjoyed this quote from a student of ours when we were talking together about
relationships. It succinctly sums up how we can easily miss the actual one that
would make a big difference, looking instead and repeatedly in all the wrong places
for that ‘feel-good’ factor that’s often quick to come, quick to go.
It begs the question: ‘Why don’t we do it?’
The hard-to-swallow
truth is that we’ve
mostly learnt to avoid,
deny or run away from
the experience of
vulnerability felt in the
body – often a buried
part of us that we have
not exposed to scrutiny
or kindness; perhaps a
sensation of hollowing
or emptying or an
uncomfortable
tightening somewhere
inside us that manifests
in obvious moments of
escalating tension but
also something more
obscure (such as a
situation another
person would not find
triggering in this way).
A ‘stiff upper lip’
approach down the
generations has not
done us any favours
when it comes to learning and valuing emotional literacy or curiosity about
embodied inquiry. Instead it can appear to be an easy fix to succumb to habits that
make us temporarily feel at ease – but the impact is never long-lasting, so we can
develop patterns that keep us prisoners of our own unconscious making.
This begs the question: ‘What can we do about this condition of being human?’
Well, there is a long answer, but the short one is that I am reminded of a reply a
10-year-old student gave me when I asked what he had learnt so far:
‘Yoga is like a second home.
I can feel myself.
I can look after my mental health and my wellbeing.’
It’s moments like this that the future for being human feels full of promise and
hope.
Sarah Haden, 07989 414702, www.sukhitayoga.com
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CHRISTMAS IN HOOK NORTON

I would like to thank all the people of Hook Norton who made their homes so festive
over the Christmas period. It was a delight to see twinkling lights, trees in windows,
and an amazing Grotto in Queen Street, with children standing in amazement. The
wonderful displays of trees in the church, a star over the porch, it just went on and
on. Thank you for giving us all great joy.
Sheila Lilley
[With thanks to James Tomalin for the photo]

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following
to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads - collars blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food - chews
- brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea treatments
- toys - cat carriers etc. Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/cat's
life a little happier.
Anything not suitable will be divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and
Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to
receive them. Thank you to all those who leave anonymous donations on my
doorstep, who I cannot therefore thank in person.
Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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