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Dear friends and customers,
It has been the greatest privilege to have been here for you, our friends and
customers, and together we have grown our unique and special family garage.
As we retire, we thank you so much for your custom over the many years, it has
been very much appreciated and never taken for granted.
Our best wishes to you for good health and happiness for the future.

Jim, Cora and Dean
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FROM THE EDITORS

NEWSLETTER TEAM

Advertising Rod Fenwick
07930 448507
We are very happy to be able to bring advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
the Hook Norton Newsletter directly
Page Layout
John McCormick
to your door for the December
Copy Editors
Deborah & John Weaver 737791
edition.
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Following the departure of Sean
Distribution
Richard Thomson 07860 166532
Coleman we also welcome Richard
Proofreading
Kerrie McCormick
Thomson to the team and thank him
Directory
Diana Barber
737428
and all our deliverers for getting out
bar4ber@gmail.com
there and making sure that you all
(per issue)
have your copies this month. Many
MONO
COLOUR
thanks to Sean for his sterling service SIZE
Third Page
£15/12.50*
£25/22.50*
since 2016 and for being such a
valued leader of the distribution team Half Page
£20/17.50*
£35/32.50*
and for his help with the Mappa
Full Page
£35/32.50*
£70/65*
Hooky project.
* price per issue for annual subscription
Regardless of lockdown, people are
Donations can be emailed to our copy editor
still doing things and keeping busy.
mailbox or put in our postbox in the village shop.
Whatever happens in December,
although it’s unlikely to be a normal
Christmas, things are still happening
COPY DATE: FRI 15th JANUARY
in the village that everyone can join
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
in with, such as the Christmas tree
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
and ribbons at the Baptist Church,
Find us on the web at
National Carol singing on the
www.hook-norton.org.uk/villagedoorstep, church services, on line
newsletter
and, hopefully in person and, last but
not least, viewing the Live Advent
Calendar Windows all around the village. See the centre page for details of when
and where they open.
Thank you also to Ian Buchanan for our front page photograph showing off the
lovely new thatch on this village cottage. Ian says, ’ When I took a photo before it
was finished and chatted with the thatcher, Ian Parkinson, to let him know how
much it was being admired by passers-by, he said the thatch was Turkish reed and
Somerset wheat. He said the reed was the best he had ever seen and was picked
especially for the job. ‘It’s particularly beautiful,’ and he says it’s an unusual design.
Apparently, the traditional ridge designs that identify an individual thatcher, as a
signature, is falling into disuse. “We thought to put one sweeping pattern in the
middle, because sometimes a continuous pattern can be too fussy’.
It only remains for us to wish everyone a joyful Christmas and a happy New Year
from all of the Hook Norton Newsletter team!
Deborah and John Weaver 737791, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

ADVERTISING RATES

NEX T ISSUE: FEBRUARY
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The Waterfowl Sanctuary and Children’s Farm
Wigginton Heath OX15 4LQ
Winter Opening Hours 11.30am – 4.00pm weekdays
10.30am – 4.30pm Saturday and Sunday
Lots of birds and animals to see. Woodland walk with wild birds,
playground and picnic tables. Please bring your own food and drink.
Adults £5.00
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Children (aged 1-15) £4.00

THE BOOK BOTHY
Bothy - (in Scotland) a small mountain
refuge.
A huge thank you to everyone that has
donated books.
There is a mixture for adults and children,
fiction and non-fiction.
We have so many books now, some have
been removed and we are going to rotate
them on a weekly basis. This is to make the
Bothy easier to use and to help prevent the
books becoming too damp.
Please do not donate any more magazines, as
I'm afraid we have had to remove them as
they definitely don't like this colder weather, I
shall forward them on.
If anyone has a large sheet of sturdy
plastic/tarpaulin to help waterproof the
cupboard it would be greatly appreciated.
The Book Bothy is open 24/7 and is situated
on Park Farm track. (As you walk towards the
viaduct). If you have any queries please give
me a ring, otherwise....
Keep calm, read a book and drink tea... or even a G & T!
Helen Brooks, 01608 730179
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Great hair
without the
frizz
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We at Salon2 are adhering to
Government guidelines to keep
both you and ourselves as safe
as possible, we constantly have
updates from the National
Hairdressers and Beauty
Federation. This does mean
everything takes a bit longer.
Thank you to everyone who have
been so positive with the way we
are doing things.

THE SCIENTIFIC MAGIC OF BREAD!
Making bread feels a bit like magic to me!
Of course, I know what makes the magic is really
the chemical reactions when four simple
ingredients and some effort come together to
make dough. A dough that bakes into a lovely
smelling and tasting soft loaf. But, it’s also that
connection to millions of people round the world
and across the 8,000 plus years who have, and
are, baking the family bread by hand. It’s a good
stress busting workout too! So if you still have a
bag of lockdown bread flour hiding in the
cupboard, get it out and make some magic of your own.
Bread only needs four basic ingredients; flour, water, salt and yeast. Most
recipes usually also use a small amount of fat, such as vegetable oil, and sugar for
the reasons below but they aren’t strictly needed.
Bread flours have higher levels of glutenin and gliadin proteins, together called
gluten, than other flours. These are in small bits until water is added, which makes
gluten form strings held together with hydrogen and disulphides. But, it’s a messy
old load of string. Kneading the dough not only evenly distributes the ingredients
but also uncoils the gluten strings and bonds to form a strong mesh that can
support the rising dough to form the loaf shape. If over kneaded, which is hard to
do by hand, or left to rise too long, the gluten stretches too far and starts to
shatter, so can’t support the shape and you get a flat and heavy loaf. It’s also more
difficult to achieve a well risen brown loaf because if, seeded, the dough has more
weight and, if wholemeal, the bran in the flour is sharp and can cut the forming
gluten strands, weakening the mesh support.
Salt isn’t just for flavour. It slows fermentation and strengthens the gluten
structure, making the dough more elastic and, again, helping it to hold its shape.
Sugar molecules are contained in the flour as starch, which add to flavour but also
feed the yeast, causing fermentation. Adding a bit of sugar, white, brown or even
honey, to the mixture kick starts that yeast fermentation process.
Yeast are single celled fungi that can be cultured but using dried yeast is fine! Yeast
feeds on these sugars, producing carbon dioxide bubbles, which make the bread
rise. Kneading makes the bubbles more uniform. Letting bread rise, or proving,
twice, gives a finer structure with smaller bubbles. Never mix the
yeast and salt before mixing the ingredients or the salt will kill
the yeast and the bread won’t rise.
This fermentation process also produces ethanol, which boils off
during baking, hence that yeasty alcohol smell as the dough
rises. Fats, such as oil, milk or eggs, weaken the gluten network
and allow the strings to slide over each other more easily, giving
more elastic dough and softer bread and also stabilise the gas
bubbles, increasing the size of the loaf. That’s why bread flour isn’t just for bread,
naan, bagels or the myriad other types of bread. Sweet pastries, such as cinnamon
buns, also benefit from the rise and softness that bread flour gives.
That’s the very basic science but baking good bread is also an art that needs a feel
for the particular ingredients and conditions on the day. Bread making advice and
recipes abound on the internet and in books so do check it out and give it a try.
You might just be hooked! What better than your own bread or rolls on Christmas
Day?
Deborah Weaver
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HOOK NORTON MILLS

Hook Norton (Osney) Mill

Typical Post Mill

Temple Mill

In times gone by the local miller was a vital part of the community providing the
farmer with milled corn for animal feed as well as everyone's flour for domestic
baking. Four mills have been listed locally at various times over the years, some
details of these are included here.
Assumed to be one of the two Mills listed in the Domesday Book of 1086, Hook
Norton Mill was situated on the River Swere at Swerford. In 1258 it appears to have
been owned by the Lord of Swerford Manor, and later owned by Osney Abbey hence
the name. From 1830 to 1895 the mill was run by the Colegrove family and appears
to have ceased operating at the end of the nineteenth century.
The original Temple Mill was owned by the Knights Templar, and was situated on
the River Stour at the boundary of the parishes of Hook Norton and Sibford. It is
assumed to be the other of two mills listed at Hook Norton in the Domesday Book of
1086, although later it came within the Parish of Sibford. The current listed building
has a date stone of 1830 and had been in the Sabin family since at least 1842. It
was supplied by two different sources of water, plus a steam engine was installed at
some point to cover when water levels were low. It appears to have been in
operation until c1960. Perhaps highlighting the importance of this mill was the fact
that the road from Scotland End Hook Norton to Temple Mill was known locally as
Mill Way.
From the Osney Abbey register in the year 1260 we learn of a mill seemingly at a
place called 'Karesewell Lake'. Local legend tells us that such a lake was created by
the local monks and stocked with fish for their dinner table. Researchers over the
years have placed the likely location of this mill roughly between Manor and Cradle
farms. It was apparently built by the Abbey to be independent following a dispute
with the owner of Hook Norton Mill. It is not known when it ceased operation and a
recent survey found no definite signs of its location other than perhaps a few
dressed stones present in the area mentioned.
A Post Mill, or windmill, was built at Lower Nill Farm and shows on early maps. It
was still grinding corn for cattle in the 1914-18 when it became unstable. It was
later sold to a person from Manchester who intended to re-build it.
With the coming of the industrial age alternative forms of power such as steam and
the petrol engine eventually became available. This meant a mill could be
established more or less anywhere with no longer reliance on water for power. So
ended the age of the water mill.
James Tobin
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THE VIEW FROM THE VET
Merry Christmas to one and all! Thank you to everyone who has supported Hook
Norton Vets throughout 2020. Like all of us, we couldn't have got through the year
without the support of all our staff and clients. We hope that 2021 will bring us all
good fortune and a more settled world.
Make it a merry Christmas for the whole household. Keep your pets safe and
healthy during the festive season.
Our top tips include:
��

Protecting your pets from poisons, including, but not limited to: chocolate, nuts,
raisins, mistletoe, holly & poinsettia, are all toxic to cats and dogs.

��

Never leave alcohol where your pets could drink it.

��

Keep decorations out of reach - they are tempting to play with, but can be
dangerous if broken, swallowed or chewed.

��

Stick to your pets’ regular diet and routine.

��

Most importantly - share the fun with your pet! Give them toys, not treats. A
good Christmas walk is a much healthier treat!

��

Be prepared for fireworks. We have helpful firework guides on our website for
all the animals in your care; cats, dogs, small furries and the horses in your life!

��

Be prepared, keep your vet's contact details to hand. At HNVG, if you need us,
we are here to help throughout the Christmas and New Year festivities.

��

Here's to 2021!
Verity Ramus, 730085, verity.ramus@hooknortonvets.co.uk

FIREWORKS
Please can we leave the fireworks for one night only – 5 November, and not several
random nights after?
This is a very distressing time for pets when they hear firework noises. Pet owners
accommodate for 5 November but not for activity involving these after.
A D Wyatt
Although 5 November is past there may well be fireworks at Christmas and New
Year. Please also see The View From the Vet on how to obtain advice on this issue.
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We hope that everyone is
keeping well and appreciate that
these are difficult and challenging
times for all. The NHPT are out
and about in the community and
have been focusing on rural
crime with some targeted patrols
in the villages around Banbury.
As we are now well into the darker nights I wanted to share some burglary crime
prevention advice with you ‘Vamoose’ burglaries often
happen when car keys are left
next to an open door or
window of a building. In some
extreme cases, thieves have
put a long stick or fishing rod
through letterboxes to hook the
car keys and make off with the
vehicle.
�� Park your car in a well-lit
area – either on your
driveway, or on the road
under a street lamp, for
example.
�� Make sure that your
vehicle is properly deadlocked and that the alarm is fully activated.
�� Lock all car windows and doors.
�� Keep your car keys away from any windows and doors to prevent them from
being "fished" through letterboxes, or seen from outside to tempt the thief but
make sure you know where they are in case of fire.
Reduce the chances of becoming a victim of a distraction burglary.
�� Always use the door chain when answering the door, if you are not sure do not
open the door.
�� Always check the credentials of unknown callers.
�� Do not phone the number on the ID card, use a phone book or a bill.
�� Never employ cold-calling doorstep traders or engage with cold callers on the
phone.
�� Do not keep substantial sums of money in the home.
�� Always keep front and back doors locked.
�� LOCK STOP CHAIN and CHECK - If unsure do not open the door.
With the run up to Christmas please remember to�� Use light timer switches to light up your home when out.
�� Don’t leave presents in view.
�� Don’t leave packaging next to your bin.
�� Don’t advertise gifts or being away from home on social media.
�� Remember to register new presents online.
The NHPT will be focusing on rural burglary patrols over the next few weeks, the
rural team can be contacted on 101 or
PCSO Lana Smith
BanburyRuralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

13

Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP

Sewing for you
Frances Williams
Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making
& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297 Mobile: 07964 691274
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
We have been incredibly busy in school since returning in
September, however, the children have all settled in well to the
‘new normal’ and we are managing to bring back some key
aspects of school that were missing during the Spring and
Summer term. For example, although we cannot gather together
in the hall for assemblies, we now record them and each class
watches at a time that suits them. We have also brought back hot
dinners, delivered to children in their classrooms. It’s quite
different from how it was, but so good for the children.
You may also have heard that we recently had to close one of our ‘bubbles’ due to a
positive case of Covid-19. We were able to get letters out to parents and sort out
home-learning very quickly and the feedback from our isolating families has been
really positive. This is a testament to the great team I am privileged to work with
and their dedication to the children’s wellbeing and progress. I cannot thank them
enough. We are also very grateful to the parents who have reorganised their lives
yet again.
Looking forward, we would usually have a Year 6 production and Nativity leading up
to Christmas. Last year I was blown away by the quality of the performances from
children of all ages. They really rose to the challenge and the staff were able to get
the very best out of every child. It was so wonderful to see such articulate children
whose confidence had grown immeasurably in such a short space of time. The fact
that they were having so much fun at the same time was the icing on the cake!
This year, we have postponed the Year 6 production and it will take place (we
hope!) with a live audience in the summer. The Nativity cannot be moved for
obvious reasons, however, we are planning to record it, with one bubble performing
at a time and then we will at least have DVDs, which I’m sure families will
cherish. We will do everything we can to prevent the virus from taking away any
more of our much-loved activities; these are the moments that children remember
their whole lives.
One of the highlights of our week is when we give out Achievement Awards to the
children in each class – separately now of course, rather than in an assembly. It is
one of the special occasions when we get to stop whatever is going on and take
time to celebrate the children’s hard work and improvement. It always strikes me
just how resilient they are and how they have managed to cope with the many
changes so well. A year ago, we wouldn’t have dreamed we would need staggered
times throughout the day, extra hand washing, rows of children facing forward and
a myriad of other measures, but they just get on with it. It’s a real testament to
their maturity and I am very proud of them.
Justin Stone, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk

THE WATERFOWL SANCTUARY AND CHILDRENS FARM
THANK YOU
Rodney and Mabel would like to say a big thank you to
all our dear friends who contributed money and time to
helping us get our licence to trade back again. We look
forward to meeting you all again, 11.30am – 4.30pm,
each day and God bless you all. No increase in price.
Rodney Robbins and Mabel Warner, Wigginton
Heath, 01608 730252
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CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following
to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads - collars blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food - chews
- brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea treatments
- toys - cat carriers etc. Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/cat's
life a little happier.
Anything not suitable will be divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and
Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to
receive them. Thank you to all those who leave anonymous donations on my
doorstep, who I cannot therefore thank in person.
Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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PLANE STOPS PLAY

The created image above depicts an incident that occurred at Hook Norton during a
Sunday afternoon cricket match in the 1950's. Apparently a match was in full swing
when people's attention was drawn from the sound of leather on willow to the roar
of a low flying aeroplane. Then suddenly, to everyone's amazement a Tiger Moth
bi-plane came into view having flown underneath the southern railway viaduct
between the pillars! Then of course, unlike now there would have been fewer
obstructions in the form of trees and bushes. Unfortunately for the pilot, on the
cricket pitch that day was ex-RAF officer Dr Agnew who noted the aeroplanes serial
number and promptly reported the pilot for low flying! It is thought that he got off
with a reprimand.
James Tobin

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days

Times

Breakfast Club

Monday–Friday

7.30-9am

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

Costs
£1.00 per
15 minutes
£18.50

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£2.75

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£18.50
£5.00 per
hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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Special promotion. A free bottle of
champagne with any tank changeover!!
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HOOKY SINGERS
We have really missed our singing this year and feel it particularly at this Christmas
time. Singing is good but singing together is better and what we are all about!
We are sorry not to be able to be out and about singing Christmas carols with you
but would like to wish members and everyone in the village a very Merry Christmas
and a much different and happy New Year!
In the words of the song, which please feel free to sing along to..…

Deborah Weaver, Secretary

NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Matches
Floodlit matches for 2020/21 started in October
with LTA guidelines. The results so far are: A
team 2nd in division 1; B team 5th in division 1; C
team 6th in division 3.
Coaching
This will start again when lockdown is lifted.

Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 /
baselinecoaching@outlook.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Sue Glasson, 730880,
merrymoons@me.com or see: www.hooknortontennis.com
Club sessions
We hope to resume club sessions on Sunday mornings, Tuesday and Friday
evenings and Wednesday afternoons, when lockdown is lifted Elaine Priestley
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ
Welcome to an obscure quiz about Christmas related facts. You may not know the
answers, but each question is worth a guess. Then, turn to page 59 and find the
fun fact answers with which to impress your friends and family over the Brussels
sprouts (or over Zoom!).
1. Hanging out stockings comes from which country’s custom
of leaving shoes packed with food for St Nicholas’s donkeys?
2. During the 20th century how many official white
Christmases were there in the United Kingdom?
3. What is the bestselling Christmas single ever, shifting over
50 million copies worldwide since 1942?
4. Ded Moroz, or Father Frost, is which country’s version of
Santa Claus?
5. What Christmas food originated as a 14th century porridge
called 'frumenty' that was made of beef and mutton with
raisins, currants, prunes, wines and spices?
6. Since a marketing campaign in
1984, which far-Eastern country
sells more than 3.6 million KFC’s
on Christmas Day – with
customers having to places
orders in October?

7. A tradition that started in 1960 has a large part of the
population of which country watching Donald Duck cartoons
on Christmas Eve?
8. A new world record was set in Bethel, Maine, USA in 1999,
when WHAT was unveiled, at a height of 122 feet and 1 inch?
9. Which song, and by which band, is the only record to reach
the UK Christmas Singles Chart Number One spot twice; once
in 1975 and again in 1991?
10. Civil servant Sir Henry Cole commissioned the first
commercial WHAT in London in 1843?

…………………………….
……………………………..
……………………………..
……………………………..
……………………………..

……………………………..

……………………………..

……………………………..
……………………………..

……………………………..

Happy Christmas. Kevin Hope

LINDA OUR POSTIE
Linda our longstanding, loyal and lovely Postie is due to retire in January (not sure
of the exact date yet). She has been delivering our post in and around Hook Norton
for more than 25 years, while keeping an eye on those living on their own. We
think she deserves our thanks and recognition for sticking with us all that time!
If you would like to donate towards a gift for her please drop it in at The Village
Shop along with any messages and memories if you would like to add them too.
Jenny Mead
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Open for Business!

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk
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AGENT SONYA
Agent Sonya is the latest book by Ben Macintyre, the Times
columnist, and concerns the life of Moscow’s most daring wartime
spy who lived undercover as a housewife in Great Rollright in the
1940’s.
An entertaining read and a good Christmas present!
John Weaver

BAPTIST BANTER
The second Covid-19 lockdown has meant that we have
not been able to meet for worship together once more.
However, we have managed to communicate with one
another through telephones, social media, such as
WhatsApp, and Zoom video conferencing. Sometimes it
has been challenging when technology fails, but I am so
glad that our communication with God is 100% reliable.
It doesn’t depend on wires, wireless signals, bandwidth or processors, just us!
Of course, I am talking about prayer!
20 million people in the UK pray! 1 in 3 people believe their prayers are answered.
The people of the Baptist church pray regularly for each other, for family and
friends, for those in need in our community, and for our nation. We have had
prayers answered by seeing people healed of illness, relationships mended,
situations changed for the better. Most of us can give testimony of how God has
answered our prayers.
This has been a trying year for most of us dealing with the pandemic and how it has
impacted our lives, our families and friends, our freedoms, and I know of some
people who have never prayed before, have found themselves praying for
something or someone during this time.
If you had an opportunity to talk to God, what would you say?
You could say something like this, “God, if you are there, and I’m not sure you are,
but if you are, I want to get to know you!”
You may be surprised by how God will answer that prayer for you
By the time you read this, we will have placed a Christmas tree in the
chapel grounds by Netting Street. We invite you to come in and tie a ribbon
(available by the tree) to the Christmas tree to represent a prayer that you
would like to say to God. It may seem a symbolic gesture, but God will see
your step of faith!
If you want us to pray for you or with you, then please do get in touch through any
of the methods below, and I can assure you, we will pray for you!
I have a stock of small booklets that may help you learn more about prayer, and to
get to know God. Let me know if you want one.
Finally, I pray that you will enjoy peace and joy this Christmas season with your
loved ones, and that we will all be blessed with a better year in 2021.
Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069, pastor@hookybaptist.org.uk
@HookyPastor
www.hookybaptist.org.uk/
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council: Due to Covid-19 restrictions, legislation was changed to enable
Councils to meet virtually.
The Parish Council has been doing this on the advice of local council bodies
NALC/OALC and it has been able to carry on with business as usual. Please check
the Parish Council website for more details – www.hnpc.org.uk. If you would like to
join a virtual meeting, please contact the Parish Clerk.
Your Parish Councillors are:
Janeen Wilson,
Chairman
Allison Hicks,
Vice-Chairman
Derek Brotherston
Danny Duggan

janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk

Recreation

allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk

Cemetery and
Allotments

derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk

War Memorial Hall

danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk

Environment

Caroline Gregory (Coopted)

caroline.gregory@hnpc.org.uk

Cemetery and
Allotments

Richard Noviss
(Co-opted)
Nathan Matthews

richard.noviss@hnpc.org.uk

Recreation

nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk

Jonathan Muller
Diana Porter
David Shepherd

jonathan.muller@hnpc.org.uk
diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk
david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk

Environment
Recreation
War Memorial Hall
Environment

Vacancies: Two vacancies exist on the Parish Council. As a councillor you can
become a voice for your community.
Councillors are community leaders and represent the aspirations of the people they
serve. They engage directly with the most local part of the democratic system and
are closest to the public.
By standing for your Parish Council you could make a real difference to your local
neighbourhood. To find out more about joining Hook Norton Parish Council, please
email the Parish Clerk rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk asking for more information.
Parish Council precept/budget 2021/2022: At the Parish Council meeting on
12 November, Councillors agreed that the village precept for 2021/2022 would
remain unchanged.
Provision has been made for grants to Hooky Neighbours for Christmas hampers,
Comet community bus and the Library and for repairs to stone walls in the
churchyard and village, repairs to the white gates at the village entrances,
monitoring and maintenance of Parish Council owned trees, planting of young trees,
creation of wildlife zones, a picnic table for the play area and a bus shelter in
Station Road.
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SNIPPETS (contd)
Vandalism: Unfortunately bolts have been removed from gates in the allotment
gardens and a young fruit tree has been vandalised in the play area.
Trees: TreeTech will commence maintenance work on Parish Council owned trees at
the end of November, beginning of December.
War Memorial Hall: Unfortunately the hall remains closed due to Covid-19
restrictions.
It is regularly monitored and inspected to comply with insurance requirements and
some maintenance work is underway.

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2020
In this very difficult year, I would like to thank everyone who gave so generously to
The Royal British Legion through contributions for poppies or wreathes in Hook
Norton and the surrounding villages and to those who spent time and effort in
fund-raising. Although we were unable to have a parade this year, my thanks also
go to those who took part in the service at St Peter’s on the Wednesday evening
prior to lockdown. In particular I would like to thank Steve Lloyd, for laying the
wreaths, Chris Alcock from Hook Norton Brass Band for playing the bugle, John
Wheatley for reading Binyon’s words and Emily Monelle for presenting the Union
Flag on behalf of the village youth groups.
Hopefully next year we will be able to commemorate Remembrance Day in a more
fitting and traditional manner.
Barry Lennon, 730567
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We are Open for Business!
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Amongst all the difficulties caused by Covid-19, the lack of
access to libraries is just one.
Over the last few months, there has been a phased reopening
of many Oxfordshire libraries and, until very recently, Hook
Norton was one of only 10 not to have been reopened. This
has caused a lot of speculation about the long term future of
our library, and raised fears that permanent closure might be
looming. Of course, we all hope that this will not be the case.
Last week, three of the trustees of FOHNCL attended an on
line meeting with OCC officials to gain more information. We
were reassured that there were no plans being made for the
permanent closure of any libraries.
Now that we are in another lockdown all Oxfordshire libraries are closed again until
January at the earliest. Any loans you have out will not be subject to fines.
The last time our library was under any threat was in 2014, when there were severe
local government cuts. In October 2014 a Working Partnership Agreement was
signed by OCC representatives and FOHNCL trustees. With the financial support of
the Parish Council, FOHNCL agreed to pay 50% of the Library Manager's salary and
the library remained open with the help of volunteers. This system has worked very
well.
In recent months, of course, we have not been providing funds, but we are ready to
restart that agreement when it becomes possible. Luckily we have the reserves built
up over several years which will enable us to meet our financial commitments for
the foreseeable future. We also have volunteers waiting in the wings.
We are confident that our library will survive this latest crisis, and go on providing
its invaluable service to the residents of Hook Norton for many years to come.
Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary

FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hi Hooky.
I’ll keep my article short,
and not so sweet, this
month. All I can say is, look
at these photos. And this is
just some... This carelessness with masks
is appalling! If we’re to move on, please,
be responsible! Thank you. That is all.
Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook
Norton, 07779 737718
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NEWS FROM THE RECTOR
As you read this the celebration of Christmas will be drawing
ever closer, although a very different Christmas this year. For
some still a time of joy; for some a time of sadness due to a
loss of someone special or because this year Christmas is not
safely celebrated with ‘the usual crowd’. As we pray at church
we hold you all in our prayers that in this time of uncertainty
you might know the love and comfort of Jesus – the ‘Saviour’
born in Bethlehem who spoke of peace and hope for the
world. No darkness can overcome the light of Christ and no
uncertainty can prevent his words and promises coming true
in his good time. In that lovely carol ‘It came upon the
midnight clear’ we sing: For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years comes round the age of gold; when peace shall
over all the earth its ancient splendours fling, and all the world give back the song
which now the angels sing.
Services throughout the Lockdowns have been held as virtual Sunday services
meeting together on Zoom. It has been a joy to gather in such good numbers. In
between and in church we celebrated Harvest when we collected for Polly who feeds
the homeless in Banbury. [Food donations can continue to be left at the home of
Jenny Mead - at ‘Hicks Lodge’,Sibford Road, or contact Jenny on 01608 730146.]
Services for Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day were recorded. Huge thanks
to all those who participated. Once recorded all our weekly services are placed on
Facebook, on our website and on YouTube.
Sadly, we have not been able to hold our wonderful Craft Fayre or welcome the
Hook Norton Brass Band for their Autumn Concert. However, we continue to care
for many who would otherwise find themselves alone, and Jan Hughes our Covid-19
Pastoral Co-ordinator is pleased to hear of anyone who needs any help [737900].
St Peter’s continues to be a safe place with seats socially distanced. There are less
seats than normal and we recommend that you book a seat in church each week by
ringing Judy Ormerod on 01608 730819 or by emailing Judy at
jsormerod@hotmail.com Bookings can be taken from the Monday beginning the
week leading up to the service. The December service pattern will need to be
different this year; here are the services for December if church services are
allowed. Everyone will receive a huge welcome.
December 6: 8am Holy Communion [traditional BCP]
December 6: 10am ‘Christingle’ All Age Service
December 13: 10am Holy Communion
December 20: 10am Special Christmas Service - come and hear favourite
Christmas readings and music.
December 20: 6.30pm Special Christmas Service - come and hear favourite
Christmas readings and music.
December 24: The church is open all day. Come with the family and visit the stable
or come and pray in the quietness.
December 24: 11.30pm Holy Communion for Christmas
December 25: 10am Christmas Day Celebration [no Communion]
December 27: 10am Holy Communion
With my grateful thanks to the huge team at St Peter’s. Wishing everyone every
blessing.
Revd Janet Faull, 737223, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk

29

Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LAND TRUST
We are delighted to announce that the new HNCLT
website is now live and can be found here:
www.hooknortonclt.org.uk.
Please take a look. This is where you can find up
to date information about the project in one place,
including the design plans, the community
consultation images and details of how to contact us and register interest in the project.
We received a resolution for planning permission for 12 homes and the communal
building in May 2020 in a unanimous vote from Cherwell District Council Planning
Committee. We have since been exploring a labyrinth of funding possibilities for the
project which are progressing cautiously but positively. Several building societies and
banks are actively supporting and promoting ecological building practices by lending to
sustainable communities and community–led housing projects. They have introduced a
sustainable lending fund for projects that create a positive and social impact in their
community.
As funding arrangements become more developed one of the next likely steps will be to
start preparations for a possible community share offer. Investing in community shares is
a direct and engaging way of supporting a project that serves the local community.
Once the funding route is secured membership of HNCLT will be open to anyone that
lives or works in the local community and you will be able become a member by
purchasing a £1 share and help to shape the future of the project.
We know that many people in the community are interested in the project who are not
looking for a home but would like to become involved. You can volunteer in lots of ways,
including:
��
Investing in the project
��
Helping to self-finish the communal building
��
Helping to cultivate the landscape and growing areas
��
Helping out in the community cafe
If you would like to be involved in any of these areas of the project please register your
interest on the website, we would love to hear from you.
View of the Community Café building & South Terrace
by Charlie Luxton Design
https://charlieluxtondesign.com
The allocations policy is nearly complete and once
finally approved by CDC and HNCLT it will be available
to view on the website along with the details of the
local connection criteria. We will then open a formal
register of those people wishing to apply to live in the
homes, which will be advertised widely on the HNCLT website and across our and the
village social media channels.
Ahead of that, if you are interested in living in one of the affordable homes available to
rent then we strongly advise that you join the CDC housing Register as soon as
possible: https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/78/finding-a-home-in-cherwell/225/apply-tojoin-the-housing-register/3.
The affordable homes available for rent will be allocated to applicants in housing need
who also meet the local connection criteria to Hook Norton. The allocation process will
most likely be carried out by HNCLT in partnership with CDC and length of time on the
CDC Housing Register may play an important part of the process.
If you would like to know more about the project and keep up to date with the progress
please check out our website and subscribe to our newsletter.
Cathy Ryan, Chair HNCLT, catherine.ryan@hooknortonclt.org.uk
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HOOK NORTON GIRLGUIDING
Usually, on Remembrance Sunday, Hook Norton
Girlguiding would be out in their very best uniform
and parade through the village, carrying the unit
and union flag, with the other youth groups. Sadly,
as with other villages the service and parade did
not take place, but we took the opportunity to
stand on the doorstep along with others to
acknowledge the 2 minute silence.
We were thrilled to be able to ask one of the guides - Emily Monelle, to carry the
union flag in the church for the filming of the service which was available to watch
virtually. It was a very proud moment, for Mum - Sue Monelle, who runs 1st Hook
Norton Guides. Well done Emily.
As per all other organisations,
Girlguiding are taking the opportunity
to do their training and meetings
online in the comfort of our own
homes. Imagine my surprise, when
being a part of the Cherwell Division
meeting on Thursday 15th October,
there was a knock on my door and
entering my kitchen was Sue Bisson
(Oxfordshire County President) and
Mary Brodey (Assistant County
Commissioner) in full Guiding
uniform. I couldn't work out what was
going on! Sue then proceeded to
present me with my Oxfordshire
Lozenge Badge for my Outstanding Service to Girlguiding. There was a great cheer
from my laptop, by the rest of the division who were all a part of the surprise! It
certainly made these difficult last 8 months worth all the Girlguiding work I had
done! Many thanks for the kind words that were said.
Julie Wood, on behalf of Hook Norton Girlguiding, swerevalleydc@gmail.com

LUNAR SOCIETY
Hook Norton Lunar Society is meeting again on
Monday 14 December at 7.30pm, but rather than
the warm beery atmosphere of The Sun Inn’s back
room, the venue will be the warm beery
atmosphere of your own living rooms.
John McCormick has created a bonzer Zoom
presentation entitled: “From Wright Brothers to Concorde in 60 years.
Crikey!”. John explains: “In 1950 less than 20 million passengers flew in
aeroplanes, in 2018 it was over 4.4 billion. Crikey! In 1939 only 30 aircraft had
ever crossed the Atlantic, in 2019 more than that probably crossed it every hour.
Double Crikey!!”
Certified Lunartiks will, as usual, receive notification and a link to join the party
days before the meeting and anyone wishing to Zoom in on the event should email
a request to: ian@buchananhn.co.uk
Ian Buchanan, ian@buchananhn.co.uk
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C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders

Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator, Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial, honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 90 references always supplied
Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 720006
Rowan court, Milton Road, Bloxham, OX15 4HD
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk
www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
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Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!
I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!
My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.
I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.
Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com
Fully insured

Observing strict C19 social
distancing

PILATES IN SIBFORD

On-line classes and private tuition available
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON APPLE DAY
As with so many
things this year
Hook Norton Apple
Day fell by the
wayside as it proved
impossible to run
the event in a way
that would have
been Covid-19
secure. Although
we don’t raise a
huge amount from
the event it is
always a hugely
enjoyable
community event
and we donate a
portion of the
proceeds to local
charities and
organisations that
have a material effect on the lives of those around us.
In a sense we are lucky as we have been able to find an alternative source of
potential revenue not available to groups running other village events. We have
been working with an orchard in Warwickshire that presses, bottles, pasteurises and
sells their own produce. We have picked around a quarter of a ton of apples from in
and around Hook Norton and got them pressed and bottled so we now have our
very own pasteurised apple juice that we would like to sell to you.
Bottles are on sale in The Village Shop, Hook Norton Butchers and The Pear Tree for
£2.50. When you buy a bottle, you should know that approximately £1 of that
£2.50 goes towards local tree-related initiatives and local charities. It is particularly
important this year as most charities have been adversely affected by reduced
fundraising opportunities.
As it is our first go at selling our pasteurised apple juice, we have only produced a
relatively small amount this year to test whether there is a market. It would help us
greatly if you could leave feedback on out Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/HNAppleDay/ telling us whether you would buy more and/or
buy it regularly.
Henry, at Hook Norton Butchers, has, rather generously, said that he is happy to
give a bottle away with all orders over £20 which makes your orders for cheeses
and local meat even better value!
If you want to get involved with Apple Day and its tree-related activities please
contact us via Facebook (unless you know who we are, then you can just talk to
us…if you want).
Hugh Robertson and The Apple Day team
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Local workplaces could be saving money every year and cutting their
carbon emissions at the same time – here’s how.
Buildings are responsible for 29% of our annual carbon emissions according to the
UK Committee on Climate Change.
Heating and electricity are necessary to keep our businesses running and our
employees and customers comfortable. But, in the UK, our buildings are old and
inefficient. We waste energy through the outdated fabric of our buildings - singleglazed windows, uninsulated walls or roofs, high energy lightbulbs, and more – in
our workplaces as well as our homes.
So what can we do about it? The answer lies in energy efficiency.
Energy efficiency measures reduce energy use. This could be draught-proofing
around windows and doors to reduce heat loss, or installing a low carbon heating
system to replace your old, faulty boiler.
Energy Solutions Oxfordshire has been set up by local social enterprise the Low
Carbon Hub, in collaboration with the not-for-profit Environmental Information
Exchange unit at Oxford Brookes University to address this problem head on. It’s a
complete, ‘one-stop’ service, making energy efficiency improvements as simple as
possible to help organisations save money on their energy bills whilst minimising
their carbon footprint. They look after the whole process for the business, and if
upfront costs are an issue they’ll do their best to help the organisation access lowinterest loans and finance opportunities.
The development of Energy Solutions Oxfordshire is supported by funding from the
UK Government’s Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy’s Boosting
Access for SMEs to Energy Efficiency (BASEE) competition. This funding means that
until March 2021 the service is free until the point when improvements are
implemented – meaning that right now you can access their expert advice on
recommended measures, project planning, suggested contractors, a measurement
and verification plan to measure savings, and more for no cost.
So if you own, or work for, a local business which you think could do more to
improve energy efficiency at its premises, now’s the time to do something about it.
We also have openings available for local building contractors and tradespeople who
can help us deliver energy efficiency measures like those outlined above.
Head to energysolutionsoxfordshire.org/register or email
hello@energysolutionsoxfordshire.org to get started.
Tabitha Whiting, tabitha.whiting@lowcarbonhub.org

MAPPA HOOKY
Don’t forget that special Christmas present! There are still supplies of the local
Mappa Hooky either as a folded version or a flat version rolled in a tube available
from the village shop at £5. They are also free to any local society who wishes to
sell them on to their members for their own funds; please contact Richard Thomson
at the Old Bell Inn for supplies. The Live Advent Calendar Windows each have a
Mappa Hooky grid reference, so it will be a good way to find all the advent windows
by Christmas Eve and up to New Year.
Richard Thomson, 07860 166532
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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Hook Norton Community First Responder Scheme

So here we are in December, hopefully by the time this is published, we will be out
of our second lockdown. Given the unprecedented circumstances we are faced with,
whilst our CFR team are operational and attending emergencies, our other activities
have been somewhat curtailed. Hopefully, we will recommence the public awareness
programme in the summer of next year. Thanks to the Hook Norton News and
Facebook we have been able to provide, what we hope is, useful information and
guidance on safety protocols and keeping yourself and others safe. With that in
mind we thought that this month we would provide links related to previous public
awareness training that we have delivered e.g. CPR (cardiac pulmonary
resuscitation) etc. In addition, guidance on how this can be achieved safely (COVID

Safe CPR). Below are the links (you can easily access this via this article in the
Hook Norton website version of this Newsletter or
Facebook where we will post the same links.)
This is the link to the Resuscitation Council UK
guidance on how to deliver CPR safely during the
current pandemic. We do urge you to watch the
video presentation that accompanies this, it’s
excellent.
https://www.resus.org.uk/public-resource/howsave-lives-cpr
If you suspect a Stroke, then the information on this
website will help prepare you.
https://www.stroke.org.uk/what-is-stroke
Just to keep you updated on our patient attendance,
over the past couple of months we responded to total
of six calls within our area. Our attendances are lower
than usual, but we remain committed to what we can
practically and safely provide. Our priority remains to
minimise further transmission through unnecessary patient contact.
Christopher Fry, Hook Norton Community First Responder Scheme
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
As we approach the end of the year we can reflect on what has been achieved.
In spring we had a glorious display of daffodils and tulips. Work was then affected
by the arrival of Covid-19.
We were able to replace a tree that had been dedicated to a former parish
councillor and thank you to the Parish Council, who covered the cost.
The grass cutters played their part in doing a good job and keeping the area tidy.
While not everyone put their waste in the correct bin there has been an
improvement.
We wish to thank Christine Taylor for providing a great collection of spring bulbs
which have now all been planted.
If you are interested in joining us please either contact me direct or via the Parish
clerk. Thanks to all the team.
John E Blackham

HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
The Cricket club held its virtual AGM on 16 November.
Most of the officers are remaining in post. There has been
no Annual dinner this year, of course, nor the usual player
awards. However Louise White was awarded club person of
the year for her efforts in organising the Ball last winter.
The two local cricket leagues have agreed to merge;
hopefully this will lead to higher standards for 1sts and
2nds teams but more local games for the 2nds.
There has been no indoor cricket this winter and the club
cannot make many plans for next summer until the
lockdown position is much clearer but we would hope to start running indoor nets in
February.
As several of the club umpires have retired we anticipate that we will need some
new umpires for next season. If you are interested in either umpiring or having a
game next season please contact the chairman, Rob Webb, on robscrops@hotmail.co.uk
Julia Ingham

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The ongoing COVID-19 restrictions mean that we still cannot meet in person. Thank
goodness for Zoom and similar platforms. By the time you read this we will have
had four meetings. The December speaker will be Liz Woolley who will talk about
The Suburbs of Oxford.
Hopefully the second lockdown will end on 2 December but it is highly likely that
the rest of this season’s meetings will be held online. We are lucky in that our
meetings are still taking place, other groups have regrettably had to cancel their
meetings.
Our speaker on 5 January is now Marie-Louise Kerr who will be giving a talk about
penicillin and its links to Oxford. This is a change to our programme as the original
speaker is no longer able to talk to us at this time. However, it is hoped to have
Tom Crook talking about The Great Stink when we are finally able to meet in
person.
Please note that only paid up members of the group will be given the access details
to the Zoom Meetings. Further information about the group can be obtained from
myself - David McGill - either by email or by phone.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING IN HOOK NORTON?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced/friendly local staff offering straight forward & honest advice.
�� Marketing HQ in Chipping Norton with window display in the Hook
Norton shop.
�� Online with rightmove.co.uk, onthemarket.com & kingandwoolley.com.
�� London Park Lane office with The Guild of Professional Estate Agents.
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional surveying & Financial Services contacts.
�� Tailored marketing services & competitive fee structures.

Whatever your property requirements in the village or surrounding area,
contact David Hawley on 01608 642111 or
chippingnorton@kingandwoolley.com
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

Tel: 01295 263505
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6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01608 642111

HOOK NORTON FOOTPATHS
Eight Circular Walks from the Village
The plot of Battlestar Galactica – the prescient sci-fi epic currently on iPlayer –
hinges on the long-concealed whereabouts of the ‘final five’, androids hiding in plain
sight among the post-apocalyptic remnant of humanity. The walking guide recently
published by the Local History Group includes its own mysterious final five, and
echoes of apocalypse. If landscape is a story of the past, David McGill, David
Shepherd and Donald Ratcliffe tell it well, incorporating a 1980s guide by the late
Percy Hackling, and supported by the Local History Group and the Friday Walkers.
As we walk with them, they show us glimpses of many of the cataclysms in our
national history: the Norman subjugation; the civil war between Stephen and
Matilda; loss of the medieval three-field system to the great theft of Enclosure; the
industrial revolution; religious persecution under the Stuart kings; even the Seven
Years’ War – all of these whisper to us as we
pass.
50 A5 pages cover walks of between 3.5 and 7.5
miles (with a bonus ninth walk undeclared in the
title!). Route descriptions are clear and unfussy,
and broken up by boxed sections giving brief
details of some of the key places or events
referenced in the text. Excellent maps (based on
the OS 1:25000 series) are wisely clustered in the
centre pages. Directions are detailed and precise
where they need to be, but admirably concise
where the path is clear. Best view points are
identified; hazards are highlighted; obvious
landmarks and features are indicated. But this
book is much more than a guide for the visitor;
there is much to entertain and inform those of us
who know the routes well. Like a good walking
companion, the descriptions are an amiable blend
of practical help, insight, learning, gossip and a
dry sense of humour.
Local memories and knowledge add further colour
to the walks. Where in the parish will you find... A collection of Scottish symbols and
a connection to F1 racing (clue: not in Scotland End!)? The set of some TV films?
The quarry that yielded building stone for the brewery? The Warren (and what is a
warren, anyway)? Swimming pools and cricket pitches past? We learn all this
without a break in step, while noting in passing the coming and going of the drovers
and the railways. I enjoyed the names of places, byways and buildings often not
marked on maps, their origins and history.
I might have hoped for a little more geology and biology, but I’m also hopeful this
will feature in a future companion volume. My confidence in a further guide rests on
the famous principle of ‘Chekhov’s gun’: page two of this excellent stocking-filler
affirms there are six ancient stone path-markers extant in the parish, one of which
appears on the front cover. But there is only fleeting reference to any of them in
subsequent pages. Only in the next series, it seems, will we learn the location of the
final five!
To get copies of the book, please contact David McGill,
scotlandend@btinternet.com, 737103. Cost: £4
David Jones, david99jones@outlook.com
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ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
St Peter’s Church 100 Club
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 Club draws are:
Sept
£100, Jenny Bruton,
£25 Richard Monelle,
£25 Bryon Omerod
Oct
£100, Charles Rose,
£25 C Hopkins,
£25 Martin Faull
Should you wish to own a number in this 100 Club please contact
Jane Orchard, sjorchard15@gmail .com

STREET TAG
Street Tag is a new family-friendly game that rewards primary schools, families,
individuals and communities for physical activities such as walking, running, and
cycling.
Get ready to push yourself and start your journey to a healthy lifestyle with Street
Tag. For more info on how to play, head to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/streettag
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
My optimism in the last issue has been overtaken by more disruption to visits to
theatre, gallery or concerts. Ah well, we have shown we can still find enjoyment in
the arts by other means!
However it leaves me wondering what I can write about. Right or wrong, I am going
to recall some of the best plays that I have been fortunate to have seen since I
came to London in 1973 and please also see the important PS at the end.
So I start with a play of that year – Peter Shaffer’s ‘Equus’. It was, to me, fresh to
the West End, one of those powerful tales that can make the theatre so vital. A
psychiatrist treats a young boy who has blinded six horses – it was based on real
events in Suffolk. The play unravels the young man’s complex relationships between
devotion, myth and sexuality in his pathological fascination with horses.
At a different level, I saw, in 1988, ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ when the RSC
regularly performed at the Barbican. With Alex Jennings, Fiona Shaw & Brian Cox, it
was fabulous – my love of this play and its musical version, ‘Kiss Me Kate’, has no
link to the taming of a Kate (I have so assured Rita!). I have seen at least four
productions, beginning at the NT’s Polesden Lacey Open-air Theatre, Great
Bookham in Surrey in 1978. That is a plug for plays in the open – perhaps they
have a brighter future in these Covid-19 days!!!
Moving on to the Donmar Warehouse in Covent Garden; another favourite is David
Mamet’s ‘Glengarry Glen Ross’. This 1994 production directed by Sam Mendes, gave
us the full horror of real estate selling in Chicago. Their sales contests result in only
two coming out with prizes – the rest are fired. No, not all plays are nice!
Performed at the National Theatre in 1980, there is a hard side to Brien Friel’s
‘Translations’. It is a fantastic theatrical challenge to the actors as it’s a play where
language and the power of speech is at its heart’ The audience hears in English but
the cast are divided between the English Redcoats who cannot understand, nor be
understood, by the local population as they go about the task of Anglicising the
place names and replacing long establish road signs in 19th Century Co Donegal.
Now I go back in time to Thomas Middleton & Thomas Dekker. Their play of 1608
‘The Roaring Girl’ was again a Barbican production by the RSC. I saw it in 1983 and
dare I say my abiding memory is of Helen Mirren as Moll Cutpurse – the Roaring
Girl. She brings good out of the rogues and lechers of London so that the hero gets
the girl. Another great female part – and a great play, is Ibsen’s ‘Hedda Gabler’.
This 2010 production at the Oxford Playhouse starred Rosamund Pike. This title role
is sometimes described as the hoop through which every young actress, with her
eye on greatness, must jump. Miss Pike performed that feat with thrilling aplomb.
I must end with our local Chippy Theatre, battling hard in today’s challenges. Last
year they welcomed the London Classic Theatre, performing Harold Pinter’s ‘No
Man’s Land’. As ever with Pinter it is enigmatic; the characters aren’t what they
seem as we sense danger, if not actively present, just around the corner! A fitting
finale to bring down the curtain. I hope these theatrical memories can spark some
of your own.
Important PS for your consideration:
There is a planning application for a two-screen boutique cinema as part of the
development of the old Harper site. This commercial enterprise could have a
devastating effect on a charity of some 40 years standing in the town.
Although I think of Spring Street as the venue for plays – visiting and their own
productions, the cinema section is a profitable part of its activities (as is the
Pantomime – sadly cancelled this year). After reading more about the proposal, if
you wish to enter an objection go to West Oxfordshire DC planning section. Thanks.
John Wheatley
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THE SHADOW KING WINS HOOKY BOOKER PRIZE
The Booker Prize shortlist:
The Shadow King by Maaza Mengiste
Shuggie Bain by Douglas Stuart
This Mournable Body by Tsitsi Dangarembga
Real Life by Brandon Taylor
The New Wilderness by Diane Cook
Burnt Sugar by Avni Doshi
How do you compare an epic account of Ethiopia’s resistance to the 1935 Italian
invasion with a tale of growing up beside a Glasgow coal pit closed by Thatcher? Is
either book superior to the story of a young Black woman struggling to survive in
Mugabe’s Zimbabwe?
These were the three front runners for us in the first annual Hooky Booker panel, as
we pre-empted the official panel hosted by Barack Obama and Camilla Duchess of
Cornwall a few days later.
We had read three other books. There was a ‘cli-fi’ novel about survival in the
world’s only remaining wilderness. An intimate campus novel explored homophobia,
racism and nematodes. An Indian mother-daughter story opened in an ashram and
closed in dementia.
The Shadow King won the Hooky Booker Prize. Lyrical, dense and mythic, it is an
also an eye-opener about the valiant women soldiers of Haile Selassie’s Ethiopian
resistance army and the horrors of the Italian invasion. The novel explores the
female experience of war with complex characters in a sweeping historical
landscape.
But it was a hard-fought choice between The Shadow King and Shuggie Bain, a
memorable debut novel based on the author’s childhood in Glasgow in the 1980s.
As one panellist put it, ‘You can
see it and smell it’. The novel’s
portrayal of poverty and addiction
introduces authentic characters
and settings with great strength
and depth. The panel agreed that
readers will care about the people
in this novel, which also draws
readers into the language of a
particular place and time.
The third runner-up was This
Mournable Body. In 1988, Tsitsi
Dangaremba became the first
Black Zimbabwean woman to be published in English. This novel, the third in a
trilogy that follows the protagonist from pre-independence to the present, is a
disturbing and nuanced exploration of the colonised mind.
The author of The Shadow King, Maaza Mengiste, has been notified through her
publisher that she is the winner of the first Hooky Booker Prize: a unique certificate
and a pint of Old Hooky when travel resumes and social distancing ends. We are
sure that she will want to get to know the Hooky literati.
The Hooky Booker panel is an ad hoc group of avid readers who got bored with
gardening and box sets during lockdown.
And the actual winner was ‘Shuggie Bain’ written by Douglas Stuart.
K. Safford, A. Brown, P, Cann, A. Chalmers and J. O’Sullivan
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HOOKY BOOKER PRIZE (contd)
STOP PRESS! – The Hook Norton panel have heard from the author, Maaza
Mengiste, and a visit is on the cards:
Dear Kimberly (if I may),
I cannot tell you how wonderful it was to get this news. The publication of The
Shadow King has introduced me to readers from around the world. But your
message, and this award, was especially touching for the thoroughness and
thoughtfulness with which you read and felt this story. I cannot thank you and the
panel enough, I am truly moved.
As soon as travel resumes, I will for sure be coming to Hook Norton. I cannot wait,
and I’m afraid that I have spoken so much about this award, that I have several
friends who have insisted they will travel from all parts of the world to join me at
the brewery. I look forward to that pint, and to our conversation.
I would like to send a thank you note to the panel, could you kindly send me the
best address to use?
I wish you all the very best, and hope everyone is staying safe and well,
Maaza

NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
We’re not letting Covid-19 get in the way of
Christmas this month – but it does mean we have
to celebrate a little differently. We’ll still have
Christingle in small groups, Christmas lunch in
class bubbles, and a Christmas jumper day and our nativity play
is still on – but as a video! Each class will film their part and
then the results will be spliced together for parents to enjoy. The
theme this year is respect and diversity as we explore the
different ways Christmas is celebrated around the world.
Eco School: We’ve won a prestigious Green Flag award
(pictured) from the global Eco School programme. We’ve worked
hard over the past year to increase our teaching of global
environmental issues and to tackle local projects, such as
picking up litter around our village.
National Outdoor Classroom Day: Outdoor learning is a central part of our ethos
every day of the year. But we marked this special day last month
with some extra outdoor activities – from measurement and
mapping for the older children, to making stunning leaf crowns
for the younger ones (pictured).
School Assemblies: We’re using technology to get around the
ban on daily whole-school assemblies, as these are the glue that
holds our strong community together. The Revd Janet Faull and I
have been pre-recording assemblies to be watched in each
classroom and, once a week, we use Google Classroom to stream
a special live assembly into each room so that we can present our weekly awards
and celebrate our achievements together.
Virtual School Tour: Normally we love showing potential parents everything we
offer in person – but Covid is making that challenging this year. So with school
selection time approaching we have created a virtual tour on our website:
https://great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk/ . We are also eager to talk to interested parents
– please call us on 01608 737202. We look forward to hearing from you!
Michelle Hastings, Headteacher
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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WILDLIFE NOTES
Keith and Jayne Woolley have had several hedgehogs in their
garden on Bourne Lane. This is a regular occurrence which
they say is due perhaps to “untidy borders, tatty fences and
the provision of food”! The Woolley’s are not alone as others
have had these prickly creatures in their gardens as well.
More moths have been recorded. Thanks to David and
Jacqui Jones for
these images. The caterpillar is the larva of
a Vapourer Moth, while the moth is an
Underwing Moth. The former is fairly
common in southern England. Adult
females are wingless and emit pheromones
(vapours) to attract males. As an insect the
larva has only six legs. Can you spot where they are?
Phyl Barton still seems to attract frogs to her garden
judging by this photograph.
Moving on to birds, David Newton has from time to time
seen a tawny owl at the bottom of his garden. They are
certainly vocal and can be heard calling to each other as
dusk falls. Whilst walking on one of the routes covered in
the History Group’s Eight
Walks around the Village
booklet (shameless plug - copies can be obtained
from me) I encountered these guinea fowl near
Cowpasture Farm.
Terry Swainbank sent me
this image of an
Elecampane which is rare
and only found in a handful
of sites in the county. This specimen was growing on Clay
Bank and has been there for at least 20 years. These
plants were introduced to Britain several hundred years
ago and grown for medicinal purposes. It
is also known as horse-teal or elfdock.
I am sure that I am not alone in having
bird feeders in the garden. We do not get
many birds though, maybe our food is not as good as others!
Perhaps bird numbers have dwindled in general leading to a decline
in garden visitors. However, recently this cheeky squirrel helped
himself (or herself) to our offerings on one of the feeders.
Finally a word about loose dogs. A recent issue of the Banbury
Guardian had an article about sheep having been savaged by a dog
on a footpath between Hooky and Great Rollright. I am sure that
the majority of dog owners are vigilant and law abiding, however,
when in fields with livestock please keep your dog on a lead. An
exception would be if you were chased by cattle.
Details of sightings should continue to be sent to me by email or
phone.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
It’s been an interesting couple of months and at last some
members have been able to take part in small local races in a
Covid-19 secure way. However, with the news of lockdown 2
it means that club running is not able to take place.
Therefore, some of our members would like to share why they
run or how they started running and what it means to them
now.
“I started running back in March 2014 just before my eldest daughter’s first
birthday. From the age of 16 to 33 I hadn’t really looked after my health and was a
heavy smoker who loved a drink and a snack or two to many! I decided that
I wanted to make a change in my life. Having stopped smoking in 2010 it was time
to take the next step on the healthy lifestyle choices. Having recently become a
father I wanted to do more to ensure that I was able to chase around after my
children and to be a better role model to them as they grew up. I’ll admit I still like
the drinking and snacking!
I was over confident on my first run, (some things don’t change I hear some cry!),
and I went from couch to running an undulating, which we runners use to describe
a route with some decent hills, 4km route in terribly unsuitable footwear in one go.
But I was hooked from the start.
It was 4 more years before I joined the Harriers
when we moved to the village. I still remember
my first nervous Tuesday night session; I had
nothing to be nervous about from such a
welcoming group of like-minded folk though.”
Steve
Pictured here are some of our members who
had completed virtual events and races.
Paul Taylor took part in the first Upcote trail
running event near Bourton on the Water! Jess
and Richard Tew completed the Blenheim 7km,
while Lisa, Graeme & Martyn Foster, (with his
new wife Rebecca! Congratulations!!), took part
in the Virtual London Marathon. Lisa & Graeme
did their own 26.2 mile route from Chipping
Norton to Spiceball Park in Banbury, with other
Harriers joining them for some sections along the way. Jo H & Vince completed
Manchester Marathon virtually, while Claire & Taryna also did Edinburgh and
Brighton marathons virtually!
Sam Rees completed her second ultra-race (Run to the sea), in the space of a few
weeks of the first one, and Stuart Allen took on the ‘A run with no witty name’ Ultra
raising over £1500 for Alzheimer’s Research UK with his friend. Congratulations to
all our runners and racers last month.
If you have found a new interest in Running and want to meet some likeminded
friendly people we would love to meet you when our club runs are back up and
running. Please email membership@hooknortonharriers.org.uk . We usually meet at
7pm on a Tuesday evening at the Sports and Social Club. For any more information
regarding Hook Norton Harriers or our club races please visit
www.hooknortonharriers.org.uk, We also have a Facebook/Instagram/Twitter page
Titled: Hook Norton Harriers
Lisa Moulder, social.media@hooknortonharriers.org.uk
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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Parents in Oxfordshire – are you getting the
help and support you need?
Parents in Oxfordshire are being asked if they are
getting the help and support they need in a new
research project by Healthwatch Oxfordshire.
The county’s independent health and social care watchdog wants to hear from
parents about what support services are working well and where there might be
gaps.
Parents and organisations that provide support can have their say by completing
this short, anonymous online survey
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Parentsdoyougetthehelpandsupportyouneed
Healthwatch Oxfordshire will report back what it hears to The Oxfordshire Children’s
Trust Board, which works to improve outcomes for all children and young people in
the county.
Executive Director of Healthwatch Oxfordshire Rosalind Pearce said: “We really want
to hear from as many parents as possible so we can build an accurate picture of
what support is working and what could be better.
“We’d particularly like to know what concerns they are facing as parents, what help
and support they might have received and how effective that was, as well as
whether they think there are any gaps in the support currently on offer.”
If you’d prefer to talk this through over the phone, or to request a paper copy or
translated version of the survey, please call 01865 520520.
To find out more about Healthwatch Oxfordshire see
www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if possible
Potholes or other highway issues: the front page of the village website or directly to
Oxfordshire County Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Dogs: Dog owners are asked to keep their dogs on leads in the cemetery and play area.
The Parish Council has provided a number of dog bins. Please use them to dispose of
excrement left by your animal. To report and office visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
.
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main contact
for Hook Norton, Milcombe, South Newington and Wigginton. He is your first port of call
for any planning or District Council issues.
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council charges for
the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths, wall units, sheds,
fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of charges at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste

ANSWERS TO THE CHRISTMAS QUIZ
1. Netherlands, 2. 7, 3. I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas, 4. Russia, 5. Christmas
Pudding, 6. Japan, 7. Sweden, 8. Snowman (actually, a snow-woman), 9. Bohemian
Rhapsody by Queen & 10. Christmas card
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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INNER GENIE
Over the last few months we have not been immune to the challenges faced by many
families and businesses. In times of change and trial it can be very testing to make
time for self-care with everything else that's going on.
How might you support yourself and those around you without becoming exhausted?
One thing that helps is becoming more aware of our own minds patterns of thinking
and behaving, the automatic reactions we have at times of stress and uncertainty.
Science is beginning to understand how traditional meditation approaches can re-train
our mind away from challenging and painful patterns towards positive experience.
Rather than a simple ‘forgetting’ or ‘suppressing’ the difficult, release comes from
learning how to give ourselves the 'space' to feel what is uncomfortable as well as the
more buoyant.
This sounds like the last thing that would help but it’s actually the other way round.
Avoiding feelings that are difficult doesn’t make them go away: instead they slip
inside like the genie in the bottle, full of the energy and potency that created them,
just waiting for the right circumstances to escape. That inner energy and the personal
beliefs and stories that keep them charged ensures that when the top does comes off
the emotional fizz goes everywhere.
What stories keep repeating in your life, what energy do you find less than helpful?
Creating the space for conversation to open up and giving another the gift of being
truly listened to is beyond value. There is no need to fix, make better or change
the way someone feels (even if that someone is you). Letting someone feel
their discomfort in a loving and caring space is compassion in action, it doesn’t have
to be a big deal. Small shifts in awareness can be seismic in effect.
How many times do you change the subject or curtail a conversation or respond with
platitudes or testiness because you feel uncomfortable within yourself?
Letting someone feel their discomfort is so different to what we have been told or
believe. Everything can be the other way round from what we think. It is so liberating
to realise this and to see the positive change and impact we can make.
Where might a small shift in awareness make a difference for you?
The support of a more balanced mind helps to keep a sense of space around a future
that was never in our control, whatever we might have imagined. Learning to relax
mentally through the ups and downs, however resistant we might feel at first to doing
this, allows us to learn from our attachments and expectations as well as our
aversions and disappointments in daily life. Practising how to do this has more impact
than we might think. Are you aware of this resistance?
It’s a happy reflection that the practices of loving kindness and compassion is
as relevant today as millennia ago. Helping us remain planted and present they
enable us to appreciate and be grateful for so many different aspects of our lives
when times are difficult.
How do you connect to the sense of gratitude in
challenging times?
For 1000’s of years there have been traditions, religions
and philosophies and more recently psychologies that
understand it’s our personal responsibility to know
ourselves better, to work with this genie within us
towards an inner balance that brings peace. These
qualities transcend the clarion call to succeed, to win
and above all to be too busy to reflect, offering all of us
a healthier, happier and kinder way forward.
Sarah Haden and Hugh Poulton, Sukhita Yoga, www.sukhitayoga.com
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CAROLS ON YOUR DOORSTOP (Contd)
Santa’s Hooky Helpers, age 8 & 5, have sent us this poster to encourage everyone
to take part in Carols on the Doorstep..
Deborah and John, Copy Editors

WOULDN’T IT BE NICE IF …
Sydney November 20 2020
No. of daily COVID-19 cases 3
No 2nd lockdown
31 degrees
Casual lunch with friends
(Oh OK, minus the Harbour
Bridge and the 31 degrees)

MAYBE SOON …
… BECAUSE …

re
a
s
e
n
i
cc
The Va

on!!
o
s
g
n
comi

Yay
!!!
63

KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
SANTA FUN RUN – 13
DECEMBER 2020
This year our Santa Fun Run
is back, with a difference! Due
to the current social
distancing guidelines we have
changed the way we run this
year, but still expect lots of
fun, festive cheer, and a little
bit of fitness! Join team Katharine House wherever you are and be a part of
#KHTeamSanta this year to help support those facing life-limiting illness in our
community. To find out more head to www.khh.org.uk/santa20
12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS EVENTS – 1-31 DECEMBER 2020
This year we are putting together a series of festive events to bring the community
together and spread some Christmas cheer this December! Prepare yourself for
Christmas Jumpers, Festive Challenges, a Virtual Balloon Race, a Christmas Concert
and not forgetting the annual Santa Fun Run! (Which is slightly different this year!)
Join us as we celebrate making every moment matter this Christmas.
www.khh.org.uk/12days
KATHARINE HOUSE CHRISTMAS SHOP 2020
Our online Christmas shop is up and running with a selection of this year's
Christmas cards, knitted novelties and our eBay shop has lots of wonderful gifts for
sale. Head to www.khh.org.uk/christmas-shop to find yours.
LIGHTS OF LOVE – 15 DECEMBER 2020
Our lights of love service will go live, streamed from the hospice to your home this
December. We will have a ceremony lead by James our Chaplain as well as some
music and readings. You can make your dedication to a loved at
www.khh.org.uk/lights
FREE DIGITAL KATHARINE HOUSE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
Keep up to date with your hospice. Please sign up to receive our Katharine House
digital monthly newsletter, which is designed to keep you in touch with what's
happening at Katharine House Hospice, including news of our fundraising events
and developments at the hospice. Just head to our website to sign up
www.khh.org.uk/newsletter
LIVING WELL AT KATHARINE HOUSE
We know that when you’re affected by a serious illness you will have your own
wellbeing and support needs, whether you’re a patient, carer, family member or
someone who has experienced a bereavement. The Living Well service at Katharine
House is here to support you during such a time of change and need. Head to
www.khh.org.uk/living-well-at-katharine-house for lots of useful resources.
Molly Davies,Marketing & Communications Assistant
Fundraising Tel: 01295 816484 | Main: 01295 811866
Email: molly.davies@khh.org.uk
Web: www.khh.org.uk
Katharine House Hospice, Aynho Road, Adderbury, OX17 3NL
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com

FROM THE REGISTERS
�� With sadness, we report that a Funeral Service was held at St Peter’s on 9
October for Jean Wells.
�� Sadly, Alan George Page, late of Park Farm, died on 16 October 2020. A service
was held at Banbury Crematorium on 2 November.
�� We are sad to say that our beautiful wife and mum, Alrys Morris, lost her battle
with cancer on the 15th of November. We have been overwhelmed by the
wonderful messages of support that we have received, and know that there are
so many of you that have known her over the years. For those who have access
to Facebook we have set up a page ‘Alrys Morris memorial’ to share photos and
stories.’ John, Sara and Rachael
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