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FROM THE EDITORS
The Covid-19 pandemic is far from over
but things are starting to look a little
different.
We have had the first games of socially
distanced cricket in the village. An
important moment in the Weaver
household! Thank you to Julia Ingham
for the cover photo marking the event
of the first game of the season. (Only
3 months later than normal!). Tennis
can be played, the runners and walkers
are out, in small groups and at a social
distance of course, and most
importantly, families and friends can
now begin to see each other in a
limited way.
There has even been an evening of
music with Pete Watkins at the
Peartree. He may still be hoarse after
the hours of singing!
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The views expressed in the Newsletter are

It’s by no means ‘back to normal’ not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
though and people around the village Find us on the web at
are still helping out in many ways.
www.hook-norton.org.uk/villageThis has always been a village where newsletter
people wave or say hello when meeting
someone in the street, whether they know each other or not! That’s a joy in normal
times but perhaps doubly so over the last few months, when contact with friends and
loved ones has been limited and when, for some, this has been a real time of loss of
friends and or family as well as a time of isolation.
A smile or ‘hello’ can make a real difference on both sides.
Meeting people out and about and reading your articles has reminded us that we live
in a village that is so obviously a real community. Hook Norton isn’t just a fantastic
place to live but has great people to live alongside!
Regardless of Covid-19 the year and nature marches on.
Have a good summer and we’d love to hear from you for the October edition!
Deborah and John Weaver, Editorial Team, 737791, news@hook-nortonnewsletter.co.uk

FROM THE REGISTERS
Sadly we report the death of Muriel Hayward, lately of the Julie Richardson Nursing
Home, Banbury, who was born and lived in Hook Norton all her life until needing care.
On behalf of the village we send condolences to her family and friends.
STAY ALERT
CONTROL THE VIRUS SAVE LIVES
WE OWE THIS TO EVERYONE WE ENCOUNTER
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PILATES IN SIBFORD

On-line classes and private tuition available
Madeleine Wilson M.Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator, Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial, honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 90 references always supplied
Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 720006
Rowan court, Milton Road, Bloxham, OX15 4HD
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk
www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
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HOOKY SCARECROW HUNT
Hooky went scarecrow mad over the
weekend of 18 July with probably over a
100 to visit!
Thank you to everyone that spent time
making a scarecrow and to those who spent
time finding them all!!! All of us at Hooky
Neighbours have been both humbled and
overcome with the enthusiasm for the event.
We know that we have missed delivering
‘Thank Yous’ to some scarecrows - please
accept our apologises- and thank you.
We have been amazed by the inventiveness
and creativity, finding scarecrows high and
low.
We know that all ages, young and old, have
been busy making their scarecrows and
many reflect the household’s interests and
humour.
Although this is the last event that Hooky
Neighbours will be organising during
lockdown, we will still be here, as we were
before lockdown. We will be still shopping,
providing lifts, picking up prescriptions,
supporting our more vulnerable and
replying to any request for help or support
from all ages. (Anyone can contact us.)
We will also be revisiting our plan to run a
shopping minibus to Banbury and Chipping
Norton, when the time is right.
Now is also a good time to also say Thank
you to all our volunteers. You have answered every call for help during lockdown,
collecting prescriptions, delivering
(shopping, pots and leaflets) and
gardening. Every one of you have
made a difference and helped keep our
Hooky Neighbours safe. We hope that
those that can, will continue to
volunteer. Special thanks to Becky and
Helen for all your help in organising
events, Victoria and Joe for your paper
deliveries and Bethan for all the
prescription collections. Have a
wonderful summer and stay safe.
Thank you from all at Hooky
Neighbours.

Hooky Neighbours
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HOOKY CAR CLUB
HNLC are looking for a Car Club
Operator to assist the Car Club
Manager with the day to day
tasks required for the smooth
and efficient running of Hooky
Car Club. Tasks vary from vehicle fluid and tyre checks, to meeting up with potential
new members to explain the Car Club process, and ensuring that the vehicles are
serviced and MOT’d as and when required. The Operator would also need to collect
Trip Sheets from each vehicle at the end of every month and be on hand to answer
any member enquiries, reporting those back to the Car Club Manager as and when
necessary.
The Car Club Operator would need to develop a good understanding about how the
Car Club operates, and be able to work independently with little face to face
supervision. A knowledge of vehicles and good communication skills would be an
advantage. Recognising that this is a regular time commitment we are moving this
role to one where there is a recompense/remuneration for the time put in to support
the car club. Ideally this would be in the form of reduced rates for car club use and
membership, though an hourly rate might
also be considered.
If this local Hooky role sounds of interest
please send us an email to carclub@hnlc.org.uk or phone 07969 011237.
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HOOKY NORTON CLASSICS
CLASSIC CAR - BIKE - SCOOTER & VEHICLE MEET
Hi folks, we’re not
currently able to meet at
the brewery due to Covid19
restrictions
on
numbers.
We did, 6 of us in total,
complete a drive out to
The
Old
Shed
at
Charlbury, a nice coffee
and catch up opportunity
and the first in quite a
while.
We went on to do the pleasant
walk into Charlbury before
heading home and back to Hook
Norton.
All being well and with no further
lockdowns, we hope to continue
to meet on the second Sunday
of each month through to
October from 10am to lunchtime.
FRIENDLY & FREE EVENT- A
MUST FOR THE 2020 CLASSIC
VEHICLE CALENDAR.

PLEASE COME ALONG IN OR ON
YOUR TRUSTY CLASSIC.
IT’S A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO
MEET, CHAT & DISCUSS ALL
THINGS CLASSIC & VINTAGE.
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK HOOK
NORTON CLASSICS WEB SITE
WWW.HOOKNORTONCLASSICS.
COM

EVENT ORGANISERS: BRYAN07929726049
&
ROB07805448841
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
August 2020 Update
Since our last update, while we are nowhere near out
of the woods, we seem to be in a much better place.
There are still many challenges ahead and we need to
“Stay Alert” to the dangers that still exist. CFR’s all over
the country have been working flat out to support the NHS emergency
services teams and in many cases individuals have made further
contributions as volunteers in their local communities. The examples of exemplary
behaviours are numerous, including our own teams within the South Central
Ambulance Service.
Given that it is the 72nd birthday of the NHS it is ironic that it is probably the most
challenging of years since its birth, hence the Hook Norton Community First Responder
Scheme consider it important and appropriate to feature this as our update. Something
so relevant and positive out of an ocean of adversity.
Those challenges would have been made all but impossible without the help and
support of countless individuals and organisations around the country, not just CFR’s
but the thousands of volunteer responders, community organisations and local
initiatives, people like Colonel Sir Tom Moore and many others. These volunteers and
responders have contributed enormously showing their willingness to visit people in
very challenging circumstances, supporting many potentially vulnerable people by
simply talking , being interested, asking questions thus helping address the immediate
and potentially long term mental health issues that will inevitably occur in every
segment of society. They have delivered kindness, inspired confidence and addressed
loneliness and isolation which was and is as devastating as Coronavirus itself.
Sunday 5 July 1948 was the day the NHS was founded, the whole country was invited
to come together at 5pm this year and applaud the commitment, courage and sacrifice
shown by so many. The response? Was Amazing! We would like to thank everyone,
but particularly our community on behalf of our colleagues throughout the organisation
On the eve of the birthday, Saturday 4 July, iconic landmarks including the London
Eye, Royal Albert Hall, Blackpool Tower and Wembley Arch were illuminated in blue
as part of a collective moment of remembrance and reflection for all those who died
during the pandemic. It was an opportunity for the entire nation to pay their respects.
People were asked to place a blue light in a window, also other buildings were lit up
as part of this collective national gesture.
The NHS has asked people to carry on supporting the NHS and social care by continuing
or embracing one or more of these positive changes to “Live Well”, “Work Well”, and
“Care Well”. Individuals, local organisations and initiatives should be proud of what
they are doing, sharing stories to inspire and motivate others.
Just to keep you updated on our patient attendance, over the past couple of months
we responded to total of 8 calls within our area, which encompasses communities
within a 5 mile radius of Hook Norton.
While our attendance numbers during this time may seem low, we were very limited
as to what we could practically and safely provide, other than supporting the patient
and monitoring their symptoms in order to brief the attending paramedics. Our priority
remains to minimise further transmission through unnecessary patient contact. Finally,
a plea to everyone:
STAY ALERT
CONTROL THE VIRUS SAVE LIVES
WE OWE THIS TO EVERYONE WE ENCOUNTER
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NEW POLICY DOCUMENT WILL SHAPE LONG-TERM
CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE
The policies that guide the development of new homes, workplaces, and infrastructure in north Oxfordshire are being reviewed, the council has announced.
A meeting of the executive on Monday 6 July approved a draft of “Planning for
Cherwell to 2040 - A Community Involvement Paper”.
This document aims to generate discussion with the community on the issues that will
need to be considered in preparing a new, district-wide Local Plan.
The council wishes to involve residents, businesses and other stakeholders at an early
stage before any policies or proposals are considered.
The existing Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 was adopted in 2015. The review of the
Local Plan will result in the creation of a new Local Plan, extending the period covered
to 2040.
Cllr Colin Clarke, lead member for planning, said: “The Local Plan guides all the
decisions we make about new developments in our district. It influences the growth
and sustainability of our economy and helps us protect what makes our local areas
distinctive.
“Whether it is the internet revolution, big infrastructure projects, or the climate
emergency, the review of our Local Plan will help us make sure that Cherwell is well
placed to respond to the wider, evolving context.
“We are also clear that the forthcoming Plan will be key to our long term coronavirus
response. The pandemic and lockdown measures have underscored the importance
of good quality housing, access to green space, and digital infrastructure. This is an
opportunity to listen to our residents and to do some long term thinking about how
we can support economic and social recovery, encourage active travel and promote
community cohesion.”
The next step is a six-week consultation and engagement exercise on the community
involvement paper, which will run during July and August.
The start date for the consultation will be announced soon. The preparation of the
plan and further consultation will continue throughout 2021 and 2022. The intention
is to complete the Plan by summer of 2023.
People wanting to participate are advised that hard copy documents will not be
available at the council’s usual deposit locations, because of coronavirus restrictions.
However, the documents will be readily available online and officers will be available
to assist.
The council will look to use its deposit locations when conditions and Government
regulations allow. This is reflected in an addendum to the council’s Statement of
Community Involvement.
Cherwell District Council
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Open for Business!

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON VETERINARY GROUP
As we all navigate through COVID-19, there is a ‘new normal’ at Hook Norton Vets.
Over the last month, we have made a few changes in our Small Animal Department.
Clients attending Small Animal appointments have been allowed in the consultation
room with the vet. The safety of our staff and of you, our clients, is of paramount
importance, which is why we still have health and safety measures in place. Only
clients with an appointment are allowed into the building, providing a facemask is
worn. The collection window is still being used for prescription collections and general
on-site communications.
Inside the practice, along with ample hand sanitiser, we have in place 2m distancing
from our reception desk, directional arrows, signs and floor stickers to help with the
flow of people and to continually remind clients to stand 2m apart where possible. If
you do not wish to enter the practice or do not want to wear a facemask, the current
system, whereby your pet is collected from your vehicle, is still be in place.
Farm & Equine Reception is not open to clients and will continue to use the window
for on-sight communications and the current collection system for prescription orders.
Any updates are published on our website, www.hooknortonvets.co.uk.
August Star of the Month: Meet Florence, the
adorable Rottweiler (who, according to her owner, still
hasn’t learnt from her ordeal!)
Florence presented as an emergency in status epilepticus.
The team of vets and nurses had to act quickly and calmly
to gain intravenous access to start giving anti-seizure
medications. Despite the medications, she continued to
seizure, and in the end, we decided to put her under
general anaesthetic to control and stop the seizures.
We were suspicious that Florence had ingested a
mycotoxin (something mouldy) – possibly human food from a bin or similar.
Mycotoxicosis is life-threatening.
The team of vets and nurses placed a stomach tube in Florence. This allowed all of
the contents of Florence’s stomach to come up and remove the potential toxin and
her stomach was flushed with water. In the process, stomach contents splattered all
over one of our nurses - all part of the not so glamorous job we have!
Florence received 24-hour round-the-clock intensive nursing while she remained under
general anaesthesia. When animals are asleep under general anaesthetic for that
amount of time, 12 hours here, we have a lot to consider and provide a wide range
of nursing care. Her body parameters, including heart rate, respiratory rate, blood
pressure, capnography, and temperature, were monitored continuously. We had to
place a urinary catheter to ensure we were able to empty her bladder so that she did
not urinate on her bedding as this can cause further complications, including urine
scalding on the skin. Florence received oxygen therapy via her endotracheal tube and
anaesthetic circuit. Her eyes and mouth were frequently lubricated to prevent
ulceration. When an animal has been seizuring for that length of time, it is tough to
tell what the prognosis will be. The next morning Florence seemed stable, so the team
decided to start to wake her up. This was a gradual process, and we slowly reduced
the anaesthetic drug she was receiving as a constant rate infusion. Slowly but surely,
Florence started to wake up and show us signs of regaining her hearing and sight.
Florence made a remarkable recovery and was able to be sent home five days later
when she was back to her usual self! We were thrilled when she was ready to go home,
Florence has a special place in the team’s hearts.
Verity Ramus, 01608 730085, verity.ramus@hooknortonvets.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON APPLE DAY - 26 SEPTEMBER 2020

The Apple Day committee got together for a planning session recently and made a
few key decisions:
�� We will hold Apple Day on the last Saturday of September, so this year’s date will
be 26 September (at the Pear Tree) if rules and guidelines in place at the time,
allow.
�� We have always used unsold apple juice to make cider to sell at the following
year’s Apple Day but for some reason (can’t think why!) it’s not a great seller. As
a result, we have decided to get some of our apples processed in advance of this
year’s Apple Day and have pasteurised, bottled Hook Norton Apple Juice available
on the day and from the Village Shop afterwards.
�� We will also be putting some of the money raised towards buying our own
equipment, so we don’t rely on borrowing Bloxham’s scratter for example.
�� In order to try and reduce the amount of plastic waste generated by the event
we will be asking that those attending bring along their own containers to collect
apple juice in.
We made the following donations;
�� Hook Norton Community Smallholding
£375
�� Hook Norton Calendar
£250
�� Friends of Hook Norton School
£100
�� Banbury Young Homeless Project
£200
�� Katharine House
£200
�� Firefighters Charity
£100
This coming year we will be giving those helping and those attending the opportunity
to have a say in where the money that we donate goes. We will list possible
destinations for the money and will donate to the most popular ones.
If you want to be involved in this year’s Apple Day we could do with your help. Roles
will range from picking apples in mid-September for pasteurised juicing to set up and
clear up and working on various stalls at the Pear Tree on the day itself. To keep up
to date with developments and/or volunteer follow us on Facebook at
Hugh Robertson
www.facebook.com/HNAppleDay.

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
This unusual summer, in more ways than one, has afforded some of us with much
more spare time than normal. Maybe this has allowed time to get the garden into
shape and to complete those outstanding projects. The very dry weather in May and
the variable weather and windy conditions in June presented their own problems.
In line with other clubs the March, April and May indoor meetings were cancelled. We
plan to rearrange these for next year and all the speakers have provisionally agreed!
The summer visit to Trentham Gardens was cancelled and again we hope to rearrange
for next year. Both our spring and summer shows were also cancelled.
Hopefully we shall be able to hold our meeting arranged for 21 October when we look
forward to a very interesting and informative meeting on the “Wonders of Westonbirt
Arboretum”. Further details will appear in the October Newsletter. Also details of the
very important AGM to be held on the 18 November.
Happy gardening and enjoy the remainder of the summer.
Malcolm Black
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
The last couple of months have been tricky for
everyone with most races cancelled and not knowing
when we are able to run together again! However, it
hasn't stopped so many of our members still taking on
virtual challenges, solo training and just being able to
keep active during these very strange times.
Graeme Hackland completed an incredible 100 miles
in a week with Centurion Running during a very hot
week in May, meanwhile James Mclaughlin did the
same 100 mile challenge but on a Treadmill! Both are
truly awesome!
Nell Darby did a Maverick 50k Virtual Event!
Suzie Field has also been super busy running but also cycling a very long way most
weekends with her longest so far at 112 miles in one go in preparation for her planned
epic cycle challenge from Lands End to John O Groats in August for the Charity Sarcoma
which is very close to her
heart. Joanne Hambidge
and Lisa Moulder ran the
last 8 miles with Rachel
Sheppard who was running
a Marathon from Banbury's
Horton Hospital to the John
Radcliffe in Oxford for NHS
Charities.
Sadly we are unable to
proceed with the planned
Hooky 6 Race which was
due to take place on 2
August but we are really
hoping to be able to hold
our Christmas Canter later
in the year.
If you have found a new
interest in Running and
want to meet some like
minded friendly people we
would love to meet you
when our club runs are
back up and running!
We usually meet at 7pm on
a Tuesday evening at the Sports & Social Club.
For any more information regarding Hook Norton Harriers or our club races please
visit www.hooknortonharriers.org.uk
We have a Facebook/Instagram/Twitter Page Titled Hook Norton Harriers & Hooky
Races on Facebook with information regarding our club races:
Hooky 6 & The Christmas Canter
Lisa Moulder social.media@hooknortonharriers.org.uk
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HOOK NORTON SENIOR FOOTBALL
First off, thanks. Thank you for everyone who sponsored our
2.6 challenge in May. We managed to raise, £1050 for
Katherine House Hospice. During the challenge we covered
a total 265.36 miles - equivalent of 10.26 marathons, 260
cartwheels, 2.6 minute plank & wall sit, 62 squats, sit ups &
mountain climbers - great effort from everyone involved
especially one week when it was cold, wet & windy!!
Secondly, some great football news for Hook Norton. We have
been informed that pending approval, we have been
promoted into League 1 of the Witney and District football league. This means, we've
successfully gained promotion two seasons in a row from two seasons back. The club
is really going from strength to strength! I'm so pleased for the team and staff who've
worked so hard for this. Let’s hope we can get to the W&D Premier League shortly!
We have also managed to secure a £1500 grant to purchase new goals for ourselves
and the juniors teams, and a £5000 grant from the football foundation to get our
pitches "season ready" - so we have had our goalmouths re-turfed and a lot of the
cricket pitch is being re-seeded. Please try to keep off the areas that are clearly marked
out with ropes. They need a lot of love to flourish.
Football training (socially distanced, of course) has started back up on a Thursday
evening at 6:30pm at the Bourne - so if you have some budding footballers that want
to come up and get involved, please do. We are very friendly and it’s a great way to
get fit.
Many thanks for reading.
Chris Tate-Davies, Chairman

HOOK NORTON FOOTPATHS
Eight Circular Walks from the Village
Coming soon!
This 48-page booklet describes the best local walks
from Hook Norton, all starting and finishing in the
centre of the village. The full walks vary in distance
from between three and seven miles, but shorter
versions are given for most of them. The walks may
easily be adjusted with the help of detailed maps
provided.
Full directions are given, as well as commentary on
topographical and historical features that may not
always be obvious. Care has been taken to use only
established rights of way and permissive paths. As far
as possible, we give warnings where stiles are
awkward, bridges require care, and gateways are liable
to be muddy. We even tell you where the bus stop is,
in case you’re fed up with walking!
The price is likely to be £4, plus postage if necessary. Copies ordered in advance will
be delivered by hand to addresses within the village.
On sale later in prominent locations.
Order your copy now from David McGill, by email (scotlandend@btinternet.com) or
phone 01608-730930.
Don Radcliffe Hook Norton Local History Group
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HAY WAY AND FANTHILL LANE
The article on Hay Way that I wrote for the last Newsletter has attracted both interest
and dissent. The dissenters are mainly long-term residents of the village, many of
them born here, who insist that for most of their lives the name “Hay Way” was given
to the track that runs from opposite the western end of The Bourne out towards
Fanthill Farm. Clay Bank Farmhouse stands at the mouth on the left and a finger post
pointing to Ascott on the right. So, they suggest, what the Mappa Hooky calls Hayway
Lane is not the traditional Hay Way.
Undoubtedly they correctly remember local usage through much of the twentieth
century. The question is, however, to which lane was the parliamentary Enclosure
Award of 1774 referring when it declared Hay Way “a private road and public foot
path”? After all, as Margaret Dickins pointed out in her History of Hook Norton (1928),
that Award was recognised in 1927 as the authority for “much ‘right of way’” in the
parish.
The lane that begins at Clay Bank Farmhouse was traditionally called Fanthill lane or
Fanthill Ford lane. It led directly to Fanthill Farm (which stands closer to the stream
than its present gates suggest) and to the ford (later bridge?) leading to fields on the
other side of the Rop. It is mentioned as a “public foot way” in the Award of 1774, as
also is the short track that runs at right angles connecting it directly to Hay Way. That
short path which we now commonly use was called Small Way in 1774 and is almost
certainly the same footpath as was called Smalestrete in 1260 (Dickins, 88-89).
I can remember soon after we came to the village in 2004 there was discontent among
local walkers because the owner of Fanthill Farm had blocked off the path leading
directly to the farm. At least, as consolation, Small Way is now lined (in David Jones’s
words) “with a rich, overgrown border of …plants: viburnum, smoke tree, buddleia,…all
of which attract masses of insects – particularly clouds of butterflies in the summer.”
Why, in the course of the twentieth century, did people begin calling Fanthill lane “Hay
Way”? I don’t know, but I suspect it was a consequence of the extension of housing
north of the Netting Street- High Street-Chapel Street-East End line.
The Bourne was not created till after the First World War; as the village poet George
Dumbleton, who lived here from 1904, recalled in 1970, ‘A road on the North of the
Village, Up Mobbs Lane off the main road track, The name today it is The Bourne, To
us was along the back’.
And the rest of the housing north and east of The Bourne was built mainly after 1945,
and even after 1970. So is it that, to many people, Fanthill lane was most familiar
simply as the natural extension to Hay Way?
Not everyone at the time fell into believing that Fanthill lane was the ancient Hay
Way. John and Beryl Gibbs became great experts on local history and made three
interesting and well-informed films about Hooky, which may be found on the Village
History website. The second film, The Outskirts of Hook Norton, made in 1993,
discusses the Hay Way and shows, among
other things, what the mouth of the lane
looked like.
A still is reproduced here, and looks to me
indubitably like the present Hayway Lane,
but without so much vegetation and the
formal gateway. Judge for yourself – but
also notice, in any case, Beryl’s emphatic
comment: ‘Hay Way … is a right of way to
the bottom of Oatley Hill and the hamlet of
Ascott’.
Donald Ratcliffe
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hi Hooky. I do hope everyone is keeping well. As I type, we’ve
certainly had a mix of the elements, recently. Enough to
provide an alternative subject of conversation, for a little while.
Thank goodness for the rain! I don’t know about you, but,
much as I love the sunshine, there were days when it’s been
a bit excessive.
Sadly, as lockdown restrictions have eased, so the litter has
returned. I wonder how many people who were horrified by
the mess left on Bournemouth beach have children, or
grandchildren, who are contributing to the litter left around the village, especially in
the big playground and the pasture fields around Hooky? And, despite the very dry
weather, there has been evidence of small fires being lit. When the ground is so dry,
a small fire can, very quickly, become a much bigger blaze. And a group of teens have
been lighting small fires in the playground. Please educate your youngsters about the
unfortunate hazards this can cause, and the consequences of what may develop.
Unfortunately, there have been a few instances of a lot of mess, litter, and glass,
being left by irresponsible groups after little parties and picnics on farmland. Please,
parents and grandparents, teach your youngsters about being respectful of their
environment. After all, education begins in the home.
On a more positive note, some of the seeds I planted, back in the spring, have grown,
flowered, and are providing little splashes of colour, for passers-by, to enjoy.
Thankful to be living in such a lovely village. Keep well. See you around, folks.
Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718

HOOK NORTON GIRLGUIDING
Due to Covid-19, Girlguiding, like other groups, has taken a
break from their weekly face-to-face meetings. However, the
girls have been getting badge and activity ideas via email to
try at home. We very much look forward to welcoming the
girls back to the units when it is safe to do so. If your
daughter is keen to be involved in Girlguiding, please do email me and I will point you
in the right direction to get them on the waiting list. Many thanks.
Julie Wood - Swere Valley District Commissioner - swerevalleydc@gmail.com

GREAT WIGGINGTON MODEL RAILWAY

Thomas
Hayley
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NEWS FROM HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Hook Norton Tennis Club opened all 3 courts from Saturday 4th July.
In line with government relaxation guidelines, we opened up
all 3 tennis courts from Saturday 4th July under strict rules to
adhere to government safeguarding and LTA guidelines. All 3
courts can be booked and used, but social distancing remains
essential. There will be no club sessions, as guidelines state
that you can’t bring more than 6 people together. Please see
below for full details.
Overview
�� Only paid up members can play - see below for paying for a guest up to 3 times.
�� If you want to play, you have to pre-book a court via the website.
See http://www.hooknortontennis.com/book/
�� All 3 courts can be booked and used, but social distancing remains essential.
�� Court booking times have been extended until 9.00pm with a max 2 hours per
session. Please try to avoid leaving a half hour gap between bookings.
�� Parents must ensure children follow the guidelines and juniors under 12 must be
supervised at all times at the club.
Coaching - contact Marc, Steve or Faith as usual.
contact via Sean
Faith Heron email is:
faith.heron@gmail.com Steve Bone:
Callery: seancallery2@gmail.com. Marc’s details are on our website.
�� Coaching sessions for up to 6 including the coach are now permitted.
�� Still no club sessions – guidelines remain that you can’t bring more than 6 people
together outside.
Safety around touch points
�� You must bring and use one set of balls - mark them clearly. Use your tennis racket
or foot to return balls to the other court.
�� Wash your hands before and after playing, and avoid touching your face.
�� Bring your own hand sanitizer/ disinfectant wipes/ disposable glove(s).
�� Sanitize the entry keypad and snib before use.
�� The nets will be left up, ready for play.
�� The pavilion (and toilets) are not accessible.
�� The tennis hut is off-limits, except if you need to access the First Aid kit - if there
is an incident, please email what happened to a committee member.
�� Floodlights are not available.
�� Take your belongings and any rubbish home with you.
�� Only committee members will sweep the courts.
Social distancing
�� Please be respectful when entering or leaving the court and stop playing promptly
at the end of your session.
�� Change ends at different sides of the net.
Membership
�� You may bring a guest under the usual rules - £5 guest fee (pay online) and up to
3 visits only.
�� Click through from here - http://www.hooknortontennis.com/book/ if you need a
court booking password.
Health and Safety
If you or a household member develops symptoms of COVID-19, you should follow the
Government’s ‘test and trace’ guidelines, which can be read on the Gov.uk website. This
relaxation of the rules to include all 3 courts does not mean the risk has changed.
We ask that you please adhere to the rules for the safety of everyone. Enjoy your tennis!
Elaine Priestley
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WILDLIFE NOTES
Whilst we may have been in lockdown over the
past few months the wildlife has not.
It took a while for the first cuckoo to be heard, the
second half of May believe it or not. Both Kate
Underwood and Fran King told me they had heard
one. Not to be outdone I also heard one whilst out
on a walk near Cradle Farm.
Normally there would be large numbers of swifts
and swallows flying around the village. They have
been late in arriving this year and numbers are
well down due to storms over the Mediterranean.
I have received numerous photos in recent weeks.
Thanks
to
all
those who have sent them in. I hope that the
editors will find room for them. Mark Allman
sent the photo of a Scarlet Tiger Moth in his
garden.
Tabby Lucas, well her son Solly actually, saw
this common lizard whilst out on a walk on
the outskirts of Hooky.
A
Yellow
Shell Moth
from David
Jones.

A toad from Phyl Barton and a Broad Bodied Chaser
from Deborah Weaver were some of the other photos
received.

Liz Macleod’s grandson also spotted a toad in her garden.

22

Moving on to mammals there have been recent sightings of hedgehogs in the village.
One was by Pat Cooper who had a mother and hoglets in her garden. Let’s hope that
our population is thriving as they are in decline generally in the UK. Deer, such as
muntjac, are fairly commonplace here, both in gardens and by the roadside. Juliet,
my wife, saw a shrew crossing Burycroft Road whilst she was out walking.
For this issue there have been a variety of different creatures being sighted and advised
to me. As usual please let me know of any wildlife sightings you may have. Photos
are gratefully received too. David McGill 737103 or by email.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

Elizabeth Macleod writes….. ‘On 7th June my
family joined me in the garden for our first
meeting since early February due to Lock
Down.
George (aged 9) was very excited when he
found this lovely toad sunning itself between
rain showers!’
We hope you and other families are enjoying
meeting again and what a lovely toad to find
George! Thanks for the photo.
The copy editors
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council Meetings: Due to Covd-19 restrictions, legislation was changed to
enable Councils to meet virtually. The Parish Council has been doing this because the
Memorial Hall is closed and it has been able to carry on with business more or less as
usual. Please check the PC website for more details www.hnpc.org.uk. There is no
Parish Council meeting in August.
Play Area: The village playground equipment is open for use with restrictions.
Effective from 4 July 2020 until further notice.
The UK government has announced that outdoor playgrounds in England may be
opened from the 4 July 2020 subject to following Covid-19 prevention guidelines.
Hook Norton Parish Council wants the children of the village to be able to enjoy using
the playground again but due to the nature of the site, it is not able to provide
permanent supervision of the facility, to provide hand sanitizer or other hygiene
facilities at the site, or to provide regular sanitization of the equipment. Use of the
playground is therefore strictly on the understanding that the responsibility for
following Covid-19 social distancing and hygiene guidelines, and the guidelines below,
remains fully with the parents or adults in charge of children using the playground.
Guidelines for Use of the Play Equipment
1. Children of any age using the play equipment must be supervised by a
Responsible Adult at all times.
2. Use of the play equipment is at the risk of the Responsible Adult, who should
have read the paragraph above and be clear about the risk of virus
transmission when using the equipment.
3. The UK Government’s current ‘Social Distancing’ Guidelines must be followed
in all parts of the Playground at all times.
4. Children should sanitise their hands before and after using play equipment,
and should be encouraged not to touch their faces while using the equipment.
5. The Responsible Adult is responsible for cleaning the equipment before and
after use if they deem it necessary.
6. No food or drink should be consumed in the playground. Members of only one
household at a time may use any one piece of play equipment.
7. Children who are showing symptoms of Covid-19, or who are part of a
household where any member is showing symptoms or has tested positive
for Covid-19 within the last 14 days, are not permitted to use the play
equipment.
8. We thank all villagers for complying with instructions.
Memorial Hall: Village halls were closed by the government on 26 March due to
Covid-19 and the Memorial Hall remains closed until further notice.
Vacancy: Amanda Watkins is leaving the Parish Council on 31 August 2020. A
vacancy will then exist. Anyone interested in becoming a Parish Councillor should
write to the Parish Clerk rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk for more information.
Chairman of the Parish Council: At the virtual Parish Council meeting on 9 July
2020 Councillors appointed Janeen Wilson to the post of Chairman with effect 1
September 2020. This follows Amanda Watkins indicating that she would be resigning
from the Parish Council at the end of August. Councillors thanked Amanda for her
years of dedicated service to the Parish Council. They wished her every happiness in
her future ventures.
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Parish Councillors, and Working Group Assignments are:
(*Co-opted)
Amanda Watkins, Chair
amanda.watkins@hnpc.org.uk
War Memorial Hall
Allison Hicks, Vice-Chair allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and
Allotments
Nathan Matthews
nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk
Environment
Charles Henderson
charles.henderson@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
Danny Duggan*
danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and
Allotments
Derek Brotherston*
derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Janeen Wilson*
janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation
Diana Porter*
diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk
Environment
Peter Lewis*
peter.lewis@hnpc.org.uk
War Memorial Hall
Jonathan Muller*
jonathan.muller@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and
Allotments
David Shepherd*
david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk
Environment
Parish Clerk
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton
PC, rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Goodness knows what will have happened by the time you read this. There seems little
doubt that Covid-19 is an existential threat to our theatres.
The RSC is getting about a quarter of its usual income, others are coping with much less.
Several theatres have gone into liquidation – only today I read that two of Southampton’s
have closed with 85 redundancies. It is suggested some 70% could be out of business by
the year end but I haven’t lost my optimism of last time.
The safety measures displayed by Andrew Lloyd Webber at The London Palladium seems
to have impressed the Government in working towards a general re-opening - with the
important recognition of the panto season.
We know how important the pantomime is to Chippy Theatre’s financial survival. Even so
we must applaud what they are doing now to keep the place alive with on-line shows and
activities.
In addition, believing that food is the way to our hearts, it is encouraging that on top of an
amazing amount of virtual theatre, from venues large and small, the next move is the
opening of their ‘real’ restaurants and bars!
A wonderful innovation, beginning in Manchester is Beyond Theatre’s brand new Covid-safe
venue. A drive-in facility allowing up to an 800 audience. There are plans to extend to
London and Edinburgh – perhaps Hooky later!
The good news is that the Galleries are re-opening. The Royal Academy has a wonderful
treat from the 7 August, with “Gauguin and the Impressionists – Masterpieces from the
Ordrupaard Collection” running to the 18 October.
We shall have to wait longer to savour the best of Tate Britain. Opening in October, they
give us ‘Turner and the Modern World’. He lived and worked at the peak of the industrial
revolution and took all this into his paintings. A similar wait at Tate Modern; they will
present Rodin as a radical sculptor and reveal a new side to his work. This runs until 21
February.
But you don’t have to wait at the National Gallery. “Nicolaes Maes: Dutch Master of the
Golden Age’. Starting his career as a pupil of Rembrandt, he lets you see inside 17th
century Dutch households. This exhibition runs until 20 September.
At the same time we can see Titian’s sensuous interpretations of classical myths. A rare
opportunity to enjoy some of the greatest paintings of European art. This runs until 17
January.
John Wheatley
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Changes to opening hours are:Mon – Sat 8am -1pm 3pm – 6.30pm
Sundays 9am – 4pm
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LAND TRUST
Exciting News!
HNCLT are thrilled to announce that Planning
Permission has been granted for the Hook
Norton Community Led Housing Project, with
Cherwell District Council voting unanimously
in favour of the scheme at a Planning
Committee on 21 May.
Cllr Hugo Brown, Ward Councillor for
Deddington, Cherwell District Council spoke
in support of the application and had this to
say:
This small development of 12 homes, of which 8 are affordable (almost twice
the standard requirement), is an exemplar of great design, sympathetic to
its host community and, most importantly, it directly answers a local need in
allowing those with a genuine connection to Hook Norton to remain living in
their village when otherwise it might have proved difficult for them to do so.
All developments attract comment but that so few objections were received
for this one is testament to the care and consideration that HNCLT took to
engage with villagers and to develop a new community of lasting value to
Hook Norton and to those residents lucky enough to call it home.
The decision represents a huge step forward for the project and gives the green light
to explore some exciting funding options and to start planning for the build phase.
The project is an inspiring example of what can be achieved by a strong community
working together with a supportive council to build the homes the community needs
that will be fit for the future.
We are currently working out the details of the sustainable and renewable energy
elements of the site which will be part of a micro grid designed by the Low Carbon
Hub.
With solar panels, electric vehicle charging points, energy efficient heating and shared
facilities in the Communal Building the project encourages a different way of living
that could both lower carbon emissions and increase neighbourliness.
The recent period has shown how vital it is to support each other and I believe the
ethos of the community housing project here in Hooky, with its affordable and
sustainable facilities shared with the whole village, will enhance the sense of
community spirit.
We are delighted to have a new logo, which we love and the new HNCLT website will
soon be up and running where you will be able to find out about the latest
developments and how to apply for the homes.
For
more
information
please
catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org

contact

Cathy

Ryan,

as

below.

Cathy Ryan, Chair, HNCLT, catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org
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HOOKY CAR CLUB
It’s taken a while but society is
slowly becoming the ‘new
normal’. We are no longer
restricted to our homes and
after many months we are now
able to go visit friends and
family, in a safe and responsible
manner.
During the lock down Hooky Car Club remained operational for key workers and those
who use the club as their only car. We realised that whilst there were some risks, we
also couldn’t further restrict those who needed to use our cars for key work or even
household shopping purposes. Each car is now provided with its own sanitation kit
and has clear instructions on how to keep the cars safe and virus free.
Hooky Car Club was set up in 2010 with the view to reduce the amount of vehicle
emissions within the Hook Norton Community. The idea was that the club would replace
the second family car and also give the opportunity to try out new technology with
our electric vehicles. We now have two fully electric Renault Zoes, one older version
with an 80 mile range and a newer, 2019 version with a 160 mile range. Both of these
vehicles are charged by sustainable Solar PV energy generation, essentially giving
them ‘free fuel’.
We are pleased to say that over the years the club has been a huge success. We have
members who use the club as their only vehicle, as even longer journeys and longer
term hire still works out far more cost effective than owning the equivalent vehicle
personally and we also have some that have completely replaced their second car.
One household we know of in particular took the opportunity to downsize to one, more
impractical sports car, with the car club facilitating the need for the second commuter
car / family vehicle, all whilst doing their bit to save the planet!
Not only do we have the electric Renault Zoes but we also have a tow-bar equipped
Skoda Octavia estate which has been used for everything from holidays, tip runs, DIY
shopping trips and shipping the kids off to University! Not only does it have practicality
benefits but it also runs on a form of HVO Bio Fuel (Hydrogen Generated Vegetable
Oil) available for HNLC members at the Brewery which has massive environmental
benefits.
Our cars are available for Hook Norton Low Carbon members from £5 per month with
a 50p per hour charge and 20p per mile for the electric cars and 40p per mile for the
diesel vehicles. This is an all-inclusive cost which covers fuel, insurance, tax, MOT /
repairs and all other running costs. You only pay for the miles you drive so it really is
a great financial alternative to owning the second vehicle that is used once or twice
a week.
For more information about joining Hooky Car Club please check out the Hook Norton
Low Carbon Website – www.hn-lc.org.uk/hooky-car-club.
James Hayward
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
At the time of writing, Hook Norton Library remains closed.
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) has started the process of
opening some libraries from 13 July but no date has yet been
set for opening the library in Hook Norton.
In June, the trustees of FOHNCL made the decision to cancel
our AGM, which had been scheduled to take place on July 20.
The trustees and committee members have all agreed to remain
in their roles for the next year.
The refurbishment of the Reading Room is still on hold. There
is a planning application in for structural work to be done by
OCC, before The Friends of the Library can play their part in
redecorating the room. We look forward to being able to carry
out this work... eventually. Perhaps the current crisis has taught us that patience
really is a virtue.
Best wishes to all our supporters and users of the Library.
Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary

CHARLOTTE’S SUNFLOWER FIELD FOR ANNA
We are delighted to report that Anna has completed her
cancer treatment in New York sooner than anyone
expected! The family’s US experience continues, as
Anna’s sister needed surgery before the family could
return to the UK, which they hope will be in the next
couple of months.
You can see updates on Anna’s progress on her fundraising page:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/annadrysdale
Meanwhile
our
sunflower
field at the
Chipping
Norton
allotment
site is
coming
along nicely
– all this rain does have some benefits �
In August/September we hope to have a
field of flowers for photo-opportunities
and picking, in return for donations.
Once Anna has completed all her treatment and follow up care, then any amounts
remaining would be donated to Osteosarcoma research related charities and groups
dedicated to making a difference to children like Anna.
If anyone has fund-raising ideas that they’d like help or support with, please contact
me.
Gill Begnor, gillbegnor@live.co.uk
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Special promotion. A free bottle of
champagne with any tank changeover!!
We are Open for Business!
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USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County Council
on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council issues.
Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council charges
for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths, wall units,
sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of charges at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste

SUMMER HOLIDAY ANAGRAMS
In this edition’s quiz, unscramble the anagrams to reveal 15 holiday destinations. You
can find the answers on page 32. Good luck.

1

ALTAR ZONE

2

AT CAIRO

3

AIRMEN QUIT

4

HAD LATIN

5

SLY LEECHES

6

CAIRO CAST

7

TIME VAN

8

SAFARI TOUCH

9

INEBRIATED AMATEURS

10

AS A RITUAL

11

SLIM DAVE

12

DEEP CRAVE

13

ALAN’S LAPDOG SAILS

14

MID APRIL CONCUBINE

15

AUTOMISED INTERFACES
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
What an extraordinary year! Usually at the end of a school
year I reflect on the residential visits (we managed two of
them and they were great); the school plays (the ones that
took place blew me away!); the fund-raising (FOHNS did an
amazing job whilst they could) and of course the special
events surrounding the departure of Year 6 (more on this in
a moment).
Of course, I would also usually mention progress and SATs
results, assemblies, trips, visitors, clubs etc. etc. This year,
however, is memorable for such different reasons. Everyone
in the community has had to rapidly adapt under very
difficult circumstances. We talk about routines for the children a great deal in school – without them, we could not operate. What has become
apparent this year is that we adults need routines just as much! We have all had to
change to suit the ever-changing landscape and the guidance for schools was updated
every few days for quite some time. After lockdown, virtually all parents and carers
have had to become home-teachers whilst also working from home and I really
appreciate the huge efforts made to keep children inquisitive and learning.
So on to Year 6. This was not the end of year we had anticipated at all! However,
under the superb leadership of Mrs Peters, the children have had an end of year that
they will never forget. Year 6, you have represented the school wonderfully this year
and every year: I wish you all the best for the future.
Justin Stone, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk

SUMMER HOLIDAY ANAGRAM ANSWERS
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1

ALTAR ZONE

LANZAROTE

2

AT CAIRO

CROATIA

3

AIRMEN QUIT

MARTINIQUE

4

HAD LATIN

THAILAND

5

SLY LEECHES

SEYCHELLES

6

CAIRO CAST

COSTA RICA

7

TIME VAN

VIETNAM

8

SAFARI TOUCH

SOUTH AFRICA

9

INEBRIATED AMATEURS

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

10

AS A RITUAL

AUSTRALIA

11

SLIM DAVE

MALDIVES

12

DEEP CRAVE

CAPE VERDE

13

ALAN’S LAPDOG SAILS

GALAPALOS ISLANDS

14

MID APRIL CONCUBINE

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

15

AUTOMISED INTERFACES

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
Cricket at The Bourne returns!
Our players were delighted, after a long and painful wait, to hear
in early July that cricket could at last return.
Yes, we have to socially distance, we have hand sanitising breaks
every few overs, there is no spitting on the ball, and we even have
to wipe off the bats but it's all worth it to get back on the field to
play the game that is so much part of a traditional English summer.
The season started with a highly competitive interclub 'friendly' match to get us all
used to the ECB Covid-19 guidance and to blow out the cobwebs and we then had our
first match proper against a Banbury Midweek T20 side where we had a very convincing
win.
We have been busy filling up our fixture list with midweek and
Sunday friendlies and we start our Oxfordshire Cricket
Association round robin Cup competition in late July for our two
Saturday teams.
So if the months of lockdown have encouraged you to take up
the bat and ball again, then come along and join us. There really
is cricket for all this season and we have a great group of players
of all ages and abilities. We are also always looking for scorers
and umpires if your playing days are over.
Alternatively pop up to The Bourne on a Saturday afternoon
where one of our two Saturday teams are likely to be in action
and support your local team. We can't offer you a drink at the
moment but there is always a warm albeit socially distanced welcome!
Contact: Rob Webb 007932 156641
Julia Ingham, Secretary

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The group is still on its summer break. However, our new season will get underway
on 1 September when local author and Blue Badge Guide Sean Callery will talk about
“Offbeat Cotswolds”, the subject of his latest book.
Naturally we hope that we will be able to meet in person in the Baptist Hall at 7.30pm
that evening. However, if restrictions are still in place with regard to numbers in terms
of gatherings the committee has explored the option of presenting talks via Zoom, an
online video conferencing system.
If this will be the method of presentation for Sean’s talk and perhaps some of the
others this season only paid up members of the group will be given the access code
and password to “attend” the virtual meeting. The usual letters inviting members to
renew their subscriptions will be sent out this month. A small number of members do
not have a computer so the only thing we can suggest is for you to go to another
member’s house and watch it there, socially distancing, of course. It is regrettable
that we may have to resort to this method of presenting talks but the committee feels
that it is perhaps the only option open to the group if we are unable to meet in person
and to provide members with our usual varied programme of speakers.
I would add that our speakers for the first four meetings, i.e. up to December have
all agreed to present their talks by Zoom. However, let’s hope that it does not come
to this and we can all meet in the Baptist Hall sooner rather than later.
More information about the group can be obtained from the writer, David McGill on
737103 or by email.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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NEWS FROM ST PETER’S
From the Rector
On 24 June St Peter’s Church opened its doors to welcome people
into the Memorial Chapel for private prayer. The church is open
every week on Wednesday mornings and Saturday afternoons.
I am very grateful to the Church Wardens for all their work
towards creating a safe and peaceful place. When you arrive
inside the building do take note of safety guidance, and keep an
eye on the outside notice board for any changes to opening times
as the summer progresses. By the time you read this we will
have held conversations on whether to hold Sunday services over the summer months.
A decision whether to remain closed for the summer or whether to re-open will not
have been taken without careful consideration. Look out for updates in all the usual
places.
In the meantime have you joined in with our virtual Sunday services which have been
recorded ‘live’? We have been gathering, virtually, for the last twelve weeks via Zoom.
The recordings have then made their way to our social media sites for people to watch
at their convenience later in the week. Our midweek virtual short services of prayers
and reading are also placed on these sites. Watching a church service can now be
something for you anytime of the day and the numbers watching sometimes from as
far as America have been exciting! Services can be accessed from our website page:
hooknortonbenefice.org.uk or www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk; our Facebook page:
St Peter’s Church Hook Norton, or our You-tube channel: Hook Norton Benefice. There
you’ll find quite a library of service videos! If you would like the link to join in with a
‘live’ service please email Cate Whitehead our church administrator at
office@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk
In so many conversations it is apparent just how tired people are feeling both physically
and emotionally. The lockdown months followed by the ‘new norm’ of life with
restrictions are certainly having an influence on us all. Some are ready to re-engage
fully in the community and others are far more cautious. We must work hard not to
let our differences carve divisions in the community or even in our wider families. For
any feeling alone there is a ‘Daily Hope Helpline’ of prayers, readings and hymns
provided by the Church of England on 0800 804 8044, and please if you would like to
have a chat, simply to break up the day or to discuss your needs then do ring either
Jan Hughes on 01608 737900 or myself the Rector, Revd Janet on 01608 737223.
Our dearest companion is Jesus who walks beside us. In the tough times remember
this promise: ‘Draw near to God and he will draw near to you’ [James 4.8].
Rev’d Janet Faull, 737223, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk
Treasurer Needed-Can You Help?
The churches of the Hook Norton Parish [Hook Norton: St Peters; Swerford: St Mary’s
and Great Rollright: St Andrew’s] are looking for a Treasurer to manage the set of
accounts that support their joint ministry. Whereas each church has its own treasurer
this would support the income and expenditure of monies that are overseen at a higher
level. If you can offer your help then please do contact the Rector.
Revd Janet Faull, 737223, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk
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KEEP ON WALKING
Here are a few pics from the lovely walks
we have had behind Ironstone Hollow
during lockdown.
The only thing spoiling this is the amount
of dog mess actually on the path, which
means we are having to be really careful
where we walk - not good either for people
with children who also need a walk! Please
tidy up after your dogs so that mess isn’t
on footpaths, wherever they are.

Carol and Bob Mills

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
As many of you will know, every Year
in September/October, we hold the
MacMillan Coffee Morning in St Peter's
Church - now is the time that I would
be giving you the date for your diary!
In fact, we have had a coffee morning
in Hook Norton every year for 25 years
and raised around £18,000 for Cancer
Support.
After much consideration, due to Covid-19, we have decided to postpone this year's
coffee morning until spring 2021, when we hope that we will be able to hold this village
event in St Peter's Church.
I would however like us to hold our own "virtual" coffee morning in our houses, with
your family, or maybe in the garden with a couple of friends in the week beginning
Monday 28 September - would love to see any photos if you do this.
We do need to remember that MacMillan Cancer relies heavily on donations and so if
you are able to donate online to the charity, or perhaps put the money in an envelope
ready for the postponed coffee morning in the spring, I know that our donations will
be very gratefully received.
Many of you use the coffee morning to start your purchases of Christmas cards!
Although they are not online yet, check out the MacMillan shop for the items they
have on sale: https://shop.macmillan.org.uk/
Many thanks for your continued support and please keep an eye out for our new date
in spring 2021. Take care and stay safe.
Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com
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CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following to
spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads - collars - blankets towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food - chews - brushes combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea treatments - toys - cat
carriers etc. Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little
happier.
Anything not suitable will be divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and
Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to
receive them. Thank you to all those who leave anonymous donations on my doorstep,
who I cannot therefore thank in person.
Hilary Wiseman, 737374

FASTER BROADBAND?
Would you be interested in 300Mbps or faster internet? That's 4 times faster than
current BT speeds in the village. Government grants are available to bring Fibre to
the village and a group of us are investigating this. "Businesses' can access £3,000
grants, households £1500, and if enough people were interested this could cover the
full cost of bringing Fibre Broadband to the village.
If you are interested, please email superfast@hook-norton.org.uk with your Name,
whether you are a business or household, address and postcode, and we will
investigate further and get back to you!
Jem Hayward

The summer edition of EngAGE is now available. You can read your copy online.
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/bp-assets/globalassets/oxfordshire/originalblocks/websitesummer2020.pdf
We hope this edition provides some light reading during these uncertain
times.
To get in touch about anything you read, or to request free printed copies,
please email sophiedyer@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk to contact the editor.
Stay safe, Age UK Oxfordshire

THE NORMAN MATTHEWS HALL
The Norman Matthews Hall, adjacent to the Library, is now ready to take bookings
and safely re-open.
Tel 01608 737995 office@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk”

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
May £100 T Wright, £25 J Acreman, £25 R and M Riccardo
June £100 S Ferguson, £25 K McCall McCowan, £25 D Shepley Cuthbert
Mark Taylor, 730089
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MAN WEARING A MASK WALKS INTO A BAR …
No, it’s not the start of an old gag, it’s now the law. Sigh. We’re all trying to do the
right thing aren’t we, but this “new normal” sure takes some getting used to, doesn’t
it.
One of the activities in which I have been involved that has been operating virtually
in recent months is the Blokes Book Club, where a number of us have been discussing
nominated books and chatting about literature. These virtual meetings aren’t
everyone’s cup of tea but I’ve found it pretty easy to engage with. Maybe it helps
that I already do most of my work meetings in my global role that way already anyway
and have done so for several years.
In the last few months we’ve been exploring satire, starting with one of Don Ratcliffe’s
mates, Richard Carwardine. We had the slightly surreal experience of discussing a
book with its actual author. Richard’s book explored Abraham Lincoln’s very well
developed sense of humour and use of wit and satire, both for his own pleasure as
well as in his political career. We discovered that Lincoln had some great success with
it as well as many misadventures as he learned the difference between effective satire
and cruelty.
We then progressed to back well over a hundred years to
Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, a very early example
of the genre. He was certainly a brave man taking aim at
the Royal Society, which was then in its very early days,
extremely powerful and populated by some heavy hitters
such as Mr. Newton and Mr. Hooke who may not have
taken kindly to having their urine removed by a mere
clergyman from County Antrim.
Our travels are continuing at the time of writing, where
we’re exploring what satire means to us and how it was
used then and continues to be used to prick the balloons
of pomposity.
I didn’t get a chance to attend the last virtual meeting
but I threw my nomination into the ring for Mr. Tom
Lehrer, the legendary American satirist whose work in
the 50s and 60s was way ahead of his time and also
stands the test of time. A great example of his work is
the oft quoted line (which may not be true) that he said
he was retiring from writing satire after he heard that
Henry Kissinger had won the 1973 Nobel Peace Prize
because there was no longer any point. I reckon he’s
well worth browsing, for starters I’d recommend
“Poisoning Pigeons In The Park”. Genius.
So, satire and wit survives and prospers. From Jonathan
Swift to Abraham Lincoln through Tom Lehrer, Peter Cook
to today’s practitioners such as Tina Fey. Through the cauldrons of development such
as the Pythons and Saturday Night Live. Satire is alive and well. Heaven knows we
need a few laughs at the moment. If it’s done with wit and invention it emerges like
Oscar Wilde. Otherwise it’s just like, well, Trump.
John McCormick
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Dear Resident,
Thank you for continuing to support the Sun Inn. We
continue to provide a weekend takeaway service and
are happy to offer delivery to anyone who is selfisolating and can’t get out.
We have used this time to give the pub a full paint job
internally and some new touches to be added to our
outdoor space. We will need the village support more
than ever when we reopen and we will ensure a clean,
professional, friendly pub adhering to new government
rules to ensure we can provide the best village pub for
the community.
If there is anything we can do, please do get in touch,
we will always do our best to support the community.
Warmest Wishes
Mark, Becky & The Sun Team
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HOOKY NEWSLETTER PHOTO GALLERY
A new newsletter feature. In preparing each edition, we always receive many more
photos than we can reasonably print, so, as a special online-only feature, we are
including them here. Enjoy!

Hooky Classic Meet

KEEP ON WALKING
Buff-tip moth

Scarlet Tiger moths

HOOK NORTON VETINARY GROUP

Photo’s by Olwen Goodwin – Happy Hollyhocks (and staff!) outside the shop

Photo by Elaine Priestly – Dog roses at Ale
Wood

HOOKY SCARECROW HUNT

