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Mappa Hooky
It’s coming soon!

The 2020 map of Hook Norton, proudly brought to you by the Hooky Newsletter: a
new map of the entire village and parish, with an index of every house and street.
We’ve done a lot of the planning and design of the map but, before we hit the print

button, WE NEED YOUR HELP to get it right.
We have information about house numbers and names from public records at
Ordnance Survey, Royal Mail and Cherwell DC; we have tramped the streets

ourselves double and treble-checking, but we know there is still a chance we have
missed things.

Please look at the details of our work in the centre page pull-out, particularly at
the list of streets, house names and numbers.

These are your houses – we don’t want to get it wrong.
We can make changes before the end of October, but no later.

If you spot a howler, please let us know:
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk / 737748 / our box in the Village Shop
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FROM THE EDITORS
Working on a Village Map (see the
front cover and the centre pages) has
had its entertaining moments:
discovering some of the many houses
in the village where the position has
only a passing acquaintance with the
postal address; finding imaginative
house names (in several languages),
or even creative house numbers(!);
getting occasional insights into the
way the village has changed over
time.
Most of all it has been fun to meet
residents who are not part of my
usual round of village events – thank
you all for your help and enthusiasm.
If you’d like some word games of
your own (pelmanism?), take a look
at the list in the centre pages; try
spotting some of the ten house
names that have a twin in the village,
or even the one name that occurs
four times.
I did find one house that spells its
name differently on two signs (I’m
not telling!) Or just enjoy the road
names and the crazy things that have
happened with house numbers – a lot
of history must be hidden there.
We know the Parish Council of old chose the name ‘Beanacre’ but not, I suspect, the
multiple spellings we have encountered. We have Roads, Lanes, Streets, Closes,
Hills, Ways, Banks, Hollows and, famously of course, several Ends – a list that reads
like a poem in its own right. We have nameless roads with houses and named roads
bereft of houses. A cornucopia.
Nothing to do with maps, but we also have an enormous number of opportunities in
the next two months – detailed in these pages – to drink tea and coffee and eat
cake; we will need those hills, banks and hollows if we are not to meet our end too
soon.

David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

From the Registers
Sadly, we report the death of Margaret Jenkins. Also, a thanksgiving service for Pat
Stratford was recently held in St Peter’s. On behalf of the village we send
condolences to their families and friends.
Ethan Rann was recently baptised at St Peter’s. We wish him and his family joy and
congratulations.
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LUNAR SOCIETY
Uncannily, Hook Norton Lunar Society's third
season, opened on Monday, 9 September with a
talk that was surprisingly topical. Dr Philip Powell's
presentation on Gender Dysphoria was delivered
as Theresa May's reforms of the 2004 Gender
Recognition Act await presentation to parliament.
Lunartiks paid close attention as Philip explained the biology and the ways in which
the condition appears. Gender dysphoria is defined as the discomfort or distress
caused by a mismatch between a person's gender identity and their biological sex
assigned at birth. We have become enlightened over recent years, and more familiar
with the terms of:
�� Transsexualism – the desire to live and be accepted as a member of the

opposite sex, usually accompanied by the wish to have treatment to be more
physically consistent with that gender identity;

�� Transvestism – where a person occasionally wears clothes associated with the
opposite gender; and

�� Genderqueer – an umbrella term used to describe gender identities other than
man or woman, such as those who identify as both man and woman, neither
man nor woman or moving between genders.

Relating his personal experiences as a urologist from the time of his first
appointment in Newcastle, and the many cases he treated over a long career, Philip
detailed the surgical challenges of female-to-male and the more complex male-to-
female gender reassignment – a leg-crossing moment for those in the audience self-
identifying as gentlemen. With the reputation he established, he was until recently a
Member of the Gender Recognition Panel.
It was a treat for all present to hear Philip dealing with a serious subject in which he
clearly and entertainingly expounded not only the biological, medical and surgical
complexities of gender dysphoria, but also the social, emotional and legal
dimensions he had to master. He was justly rewarded with enthusiastic applause
and probing questions that demonstrated how well his ideas had been absorbed.
Those self-identifying as female left the Sun smugly aware that the default sex is
female; that's how we all start for at least the first six weeks after conception, and
Genesis got it wrong.
Next meeting is on 14 October, when Mike Flood will pose the question: ‘Is Fake
Information Destroying Democracy?’ 7.30pm at the Sun Inn, as is customary.
2019–20 Programme
14 Oct: Mike Flood: Is Fake Information Destroying Democracy?
11 Nov: Jeremy Hughes: Alzheimer’s Society
9 Dec: John McCormick: The Race to the Moon – the US Manned Space Programme
13 Jan: Katherine Wright: Near Eastern Civilisations – Early Farming

Communities
10 Feb: David Shirt: Observatories, Telescopes and Astronomical Curiosities
9 Mar: Richard Emms: Music & Science
20 Apr: Jim Endersby: Killer Orchids
11 May: Andrew Overton: Hackney Carriage - from Horse-drawn to Series Hybrid

Electric Cabs
Ian Buchanan, ian@buchananhn.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
On a very
busy
weekend
in the
village,
the Club
held its
annual
Autumn
Show.
Both the
number of
entrants
and the
exhibits
were an
increase
on last
year, and
the sun
shining in
school hall
really was
a good
background for the exhibits. The entries were of a high quality and the organisers
were pleased with everyone's effort and support.
We thank the shops and Brewery in the village, and several members, for donating
raffle prizes.
Our next meeting on, 16 October, will feature an illustrated talk on Professional
Women Gardeners in 19th and 20th centuries, by Karen Bradley. Members and
guest are most welcome.
Show results:

Sian Arnold, 730263, sianrarnold@gmail.com

Phil Knights Comrades Cup Highest points Gentleman Bryan McCoombes

Debenham Cup Highest points Lady Angel Powell

Rose Brown Cup Highest points Child Chloe Houseman

Edge and Bolton Cup Highest points Section B, Floral Arts Elizabeth Wyatt

W I Cup Highest points Section C, Homecraft Angel Powell

Presidents Cup Winner Class 1 Section A Tim Burchell

Brewery Cup Photography Bridget Shepherd, Jenny 
Parkin and Eleanor Hiatt

Diploma in Horticulture Section A Tim Burchell

Diploma in Floral Arts Section B Elizabeth Wyatt

Painting Yvonne Streatfield

Handmade Embroidery Bethan Dennick

Collection of Vegetables Tim Burchell

People's Choice 
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
Can we find you if you need us?
One of the perennial concerns of the First Responder
team is finding the location of someone who needs us
as quickly as possible. There are many properties
within the village and parish boundaries where there is
no road name or visible house identification (name or
number). The post code is not sufficiently unique to each property, nor is satnav
accurate enough to get us to patients at such locations within our target timeframe
(10 minutes). As mentioned in previous contributions, this can cost critical time and
lives. Is your house/property identifiable? Can we find you?
In in the centre pages of this newsletter you will find details about a very exciting
mapping project which will be of huge value to both Hooky’s CFR operations and our
community – a detailed map of the village and parish that will show the positions of
all the properties. We think this will be enormously helpful to us in finding our way
fast to the right place in an emergency. We would like to thank the Editorial team
for this inspirational project, and fully support the production of this resource. You’ll
see a request from the newsletter team asking for confirmation that the information
for the map that we have about your house is accurate. This is just as important for
us too, so please let them know about any incorrect information.
We do feel we should remind everyone that whilst we try to provide maximum
cover, we cannot guarantee a 24x7 resource. We are all volunteers, and many of
us have day jobs and business to run in addition to our own family commitments.
I thought it appropriate to mention the Hook Norton Brewery Funday on Sunday 15
September. Whilst our role in the community could not be described as fun, we
thought the relaxed atmosphere of this event would be an ideal opportunity to meet
both established and new members of our community and, for those who don’t
know, to tell them what we do and how we do it.
Finally, an update on the Hooky CFR’s activity since the last publication: we have
attended 20 patients during August and September.    Christopher Fry

HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
Looking forward to 2020: There will be some exciting announcements very soon
and be ready to secure your half price Early Bird saver tickets!

The 24th annual
Hook Norton charity

music festival dates are
Friday 3 and Saturday 4 July 2020

At The Hook Norton Brewery
In the meantime…
The AGM and donations evening for the Hook Norton Charitable Association is at
The Hook Norton Brewery Visitor Centre on Wednesday, 27 November, 7.30pm -
All welcome.
If you would like to support our village music festival, get involved or just make
comments, please come along. You can also contact us via our website
www.hookymusic.co.uk or Facebook musicatthecrossroads. Or email me.

Pete Watkins, petewatkins4@aol.com
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
�� Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
�� Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
�� Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.
Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,

call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!

I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!

My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.

I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.

Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com

Fully insured

CHIPPING NORTON THEATRE
It’s that time of year again. Oh not it isn’t…oh yes it is!
Chipping Norton Theatre’s Pantomime, ‘Puss in Boots’, takes to the stage from 13
November right up until 12 January.
If you haven’t been to a Chippy Theatre pantomime, you really must go! It’s
perfect for all ages, so little ones and grandparents alike can go an enjoy a
performance together.
Each year they build a new set, sew new costumes, write new music and put on one
jolly brilliant show! Chippy Panto has hit the press too – making The Telegraph’s top
20 Christmas shows outside of London for the past six years.
So, if you haven’t already booked tickets, what are you waiting for?! Go online at
www.chippingnortontheatre.com,
or give the box office a call, and
snap yourself up some tickets
before they all sell out.
Youth theatre: If your child is
interested in joining our Youth
Theatre, you can book a term or a
taster through the box office.
Delivered by experienced
professionals, our regular sessions
during school terms provide young
people of all ages with the
opportunity to explore new skills,
increase their creativity, develop
self-confidence and meet new
people.
During the school holidays we run
a wide variety of workshops for
children.

Tess Biles, Marketing Manager. Box Office: 01608 642350

mailto:helpearce@googlemail.com
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TALES OF HOOK NORTON
The next time you walk into our church, imagine this. It’s 14 July 1745, and a
packed congregation is riveted by the sight of a man and a woman, both barefoot
and dressed in white sheets, being guided slowly down the aisle by the
churchwardens and positioned in front of the pulpit. The couple stand there, heads
bowed, looking down in shame. Then the curate steps forward and orders the couple
to admit the sin of fornication, and beg forgiveness of Almighty God.
Now imagine this. It’s a Sunday morning service some forty years later, and you’re
standing at the rear of the church in the company of the paupers from the East End
workhouse – thus signalling to the rest of the congregation, who are seated, the
burden you are imposing upon the parish’s finances.
Paupers and penitents are among the vividly drawn characters who feature in Tales
of Hook Norton, a new History Society publication, which contains nine fascinating
little stories about the village’s past. Each is constructed from the hard facts of the
archives with a little help from the creative imagination.
The stories originally appeared in the Hook Norton Newsletter between 1987 and
1990, and were the work of Ralph Mann, an Anglican minister who came to live in
Hook Norton after a career which included the post of head of history at Chipping
Norton School and missionary work overseas. Aiming to elicit empathy from his
readers for the plight of folks long dead, Mann presented the fruits of his extensive
researches using the conventions of popular fiction. He succeeded admirably, having
the talented history teacher’s ability to transform potentially dull material into
arresting human narrative.
The compilation begins in August 1643 with an account culled from the diary of
Henry Foster, one of the 5,000 soldiers of Cromwell’s army, who spent the night in
Hook Norton – causing the housewives of the village ‘to survey with despair their
depleted stocks.’ It ends in 1817 with a moving letter illustrating the workings of the
Poor Law. The letter was sent to the village churchwarden by a man from Louth,
Lincolnshire, clearly concerned for one Mary Hyde – a very ill and poverty-stricken
woman whose birthplace was Hook Norton: ‘She will be very much a Bleage to you if
you will seand hir a latle money.’
But the jewel of this collection is undoubtedly ‘1773–1800: Pauper’s Progress’. With
a central character constantly buffeted by Fate, it resembles a Thomas Hardy novel
in miniature. Its epic sweep encompasses a Mop Fair, the Enclosure Acts, life in the
workhouse, the Royal Oxfordshire Militia, a court martial and an insurrection in
Ireland.
‘Tales of Hook Norton’ has an introduction and helpful notes by Donald Ratcliffe, and
can be purchased for £3 from the library or from David McGill (730930 /
scotlandend@btinternet.com).         Alasdair Brown

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
10 November 2019
Benefice of Hook Norton with Great Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton.
This year’s Service of Remembrance will be held on Sunday, 10 November at St
Peter’s Church. The procession will depart from The Green at 10.30am with the
service in the church commencing at 10.45am. There will be a rehearsal at St
Peter’s on Friday, 8 November at 6pm. Any new groups wishing to take part in the
Flag or Wreath Presentations should contact me. For any other information, contact
The Rev Janet Faull (737223).       Barry Lennon, 730567
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COMMUNITY HOUSING PROJECT
At a time of climate emergency, when
many new housing developments lack
sustainable measures, the people of Hook
Norton have generated an innovative
community-led project of affordable
homes that will have a positive impact on
the environment, and be fit for the future.
Following the decision from Cherwell
District Council to formally approve the
transfer of ownership of the land for the
project to Hook Norton Community Land
Trust, more milestones have been reached. The architectural design team at Charlie
Luxton Design have recently completed and submitted a pre-planning application, in
order to identify at an early stage any controversial or complex issues in the
planning process (proposed scheme overview pictured). This additional step can
help improve communication with all parties involved and prevent
misunderstandings that could lead to future delays.

The homes will combine design and environmental merit, and be
built to Passivhaus standard which, by achieving a high level of
air-tightness, will ensure maximum comfort with low running
costs and reduced carbon emissions. The houses are positioned
on the site to make the most of renewable energy features –
such as solar photo-voltaic panels, with the possibility of an
extensive array on each roof.

Discussions have begun with the Low Carbon Hub in Oxford about developing a
micro-grid for the project, which could provide a decentralised system of locally-
generated energy, and allow the community to be more energy independent and
environmentally friendly.
Hook Norton Community Housing project aims to be a replicable example of a
carbon-positive project, and is also striving to have a carbon-neutral construction
process, by using local suppliers and installers, and by establishing links with local
colleges to provide construction apprenticeships where possible.
Once the pre-planning application advice has been received, we will be returning to
the community for further meetings and consultation to encapsulate ideas and
ensure that the results reflect the needs of the community. We will be in contact
with those who have already shown interest, and will advertise the meetings
through posters around the village and on Facebook.
After a request in the last newsletter we are delighted to say that several interested
people with a range of local knowledge and expertise indicated that they would like
to contribute by joining the board of Hook Norton Community Land Trust to help
guide the project through to the next phase.

Cathy Ryan, Community Engagement Project Manager
catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org
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HOOK NORTON APPLE DAY
Saturday, 5 October
As usual, Apple Day will be held in the car park of the Pear Tree. We will be putting
builder’s bags out in the car park for the week before so, if you have any apples that
you want to donate, please feel free to drop them (gently!) into the bags. For those
of you with apple trees, we are hoping to have a team of volunteers who can come
around and pick them for you – you just need to let us know.
The day is very much a family occasion, with games for children, barbequed hot
dogs for lunch, washed down with freshly squeezed apple juice.
Obviously, apple juice can turn into cider with a minimal amount of supervision, so
we are offering complete starter kits for novices, and larger amounts of juice
(possibly at a discount) for those who want to produce their own cider on a larger
scale!
There are quite a few cider makers in the village who would be willing to pass on
their expertise on the day, or later at an undisclosed location (first rule of cider
club!). For those who consider themselves to have a discerning palate, there is the
cider tasting challenge and the apple varieties table. There is also a cake stand, and
the pub will be producing apple-based fare. Pete Watkins has also kindly agreed to
provide some music on the day.
If you have apples that you wish to donate but can’t get them picked, please contact
730044. More importantly if you would like to help with apple picking in the few
days before the event or on the days itself, we would love to hear from you. Contact
HNAppleDay@yahoo.com or via Facebook at www.facebook.com/HNAppleDay/.

Hugh Robertson

ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR
In St Peter’s Church
This much-loved annual event, now in its 24th year, will take place this year on
Saturday, 2 November. As always, there will be a wealth of exquisite work (40
stalls) from artists and craftspeople from our own locality and from across the
country. Such is the popularity of this well-established event that it has been fully
booked since March, and there is as, as always, a waiting list for stalls.
No craftsperson or artist is ever booked without their work first being seen, in order
to maintain the high standard of work that this fair has become so well known for,
so visitors can be assured of superb work being offered and demonstrated.
In the afternoon, the annual GRAND DRAW will take place, with a fabulous
selection of prizes; tickets for this are on sale now – please contact Becky Cooke
(27cookster@gmail.com / 730976) if you haven’t yet obtained any and would like to
purchase some.
There will be an extended Font Café, serving beautiful cakes, pastries and
sandwiches throughout the day. The event is open 10am–5pm; entrance is free for
children under 14, £2 for adults. Do come along and enjoy the wonderful array of
fine work, perhaps start your Christmas shopping, and catch up with friends who
have moved from the village but return each year to share in this lovely day.
For any more info, please contact me.

Jan Hughes, 737900, janhugs19@gmail.com
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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HOOK NORTON GIRLGUIDING
Girlguiding continues to go well in the village, bringing
exciting activities and events for the young girls. The
units have all been having a go at the new programme,
but will be fully involved as of this term. Lots of fun
things for the girls to do.
They are looking forward to joining up with other units –
skittles evening and parties. We have robot coding,
Dogs for Good and Morrisons with the Rainbows. They
are looking forward to being a part of the Christmas
Tree Festival with the other units – taking the
opportunity to be creative with the girls. They are
planning a Christmas party with the brownies. Brownies
are planning to work on new badges with the unit of 16
girls, and looking forward to the plans for the Christmas
term. Hook Norton Guides and Rangers have a skittles evening with the German
exchange students and Race for Life. Leading up to Christmas, they have Big Gig,
Supanova, Christmas Tree and a Christmas meeting with Bloxham Guides. Hook
Norton Rangers – They lost ‘all’ their girls at the end of summer –to uni, college and
new ventures – we wish them all well in their new adventures and remind them that
the Girlguiding door is always open. Four girls have moved up from Hook Norton
Guides and are looking forward to starting the new programme with everyone
helping each other!
If you would like to do some volunteering and you would like to find out more about
Girlguiding, please do contact me. There are lots of things you could help with, not
just in the Girlguiding meetings.

Julie Wood, on behalf of Hook Norton Girlguiding, swerevalleydc@gmail.com

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
The Band Summer Tour has been and gone: an enjoyable
weekend playing in the Peak District, transport provided by
Martins of Tysoe. Cherrington and then Moreton-in-Marsh
shows promptly followed – maintaining the busy schedule
that 2019 has presented.
Saturday, 12 October is the Autumn Concert: 7.30pm at St
Peter's Church, raffle and refreshments kindly provided by the
Brewery, admission is free with retiring collection in aid of
charity. The Autumn Concert was first performed many years
ago, following the death of Bill Clark, then Managing Director of the Brewery. It has
been a charity Concert ever since, St Peter’s Church and a cancer charity benefiting
from the evening’s collection.
Do please come along and support ‘real music’ by local musicians - a very varied
programme compiled by our MD, Shaun Humphreys. Brass Band repertoire has
come a long way this past 30 years!
We will be heading up the Remembrance Parade on Sunday, 10 November.
Christmas (sorry!) will be upon us soon: Christmas Concert is Saturday, 7 December
at St Peter’s. Watch this space for other activities!

Martin Quartermain
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL (FOHNS)
We are now a few weeks into a new school year, with more
financial commitments: sadly, over the summer holidays, the
children’s beloved Pirate Ship was subject to an arson attack.
This left the school playground with limited space, due to the
safety fencing that has had to be installed. With that in mind,
it has not been possible to set a new date for the camp-out,
which sadly was cancelled due to the bad weather we had in
July!
We have a fundraising page set up, at which those who wish
too can donate to help restore the Ship and playground: go to
www.gofundme.com and search for ‘Hook Norton Pirate Ship’.
By Christmas we will be selling a new map of the village that
is currently being produced (details in this edition). You will
be able to buy these from me, from the school office and at school events.
Aldi are currently giving away vouchers; the school are collecting these. If you could
drop them into the school office, Liz Voce or pass on to a pupil to hand in, we would
be grateful.           Laura Wyatt, Chair FOHNS

Saturday 8 February 2020, 7pm – midnight 
Cotswold Hotel & Spa

£55 per person
10 per table purchased as a whole: £550

Includes welcome drink, canapes 
plus 2-course sit-down meal and lots of dancing

Coach travel provided there and back at extra cost
Please contact Louise on: 07973 877069, louisenjones@hotmail.co.uk

for tickets and info

THANKS TO THE VILLAGE SHOP
Thanks from the village to Joe, Tom, Gloria and their dedicated staff for keeping the
shop open and serving the community during the difficult days when it was broken
into and damaged, and for not being deterred from planning future improved services.

Olwen Goodwin
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

Sewing for you
Frances Williams

Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making

& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297   Mobile: 07964 691274
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Everyone welcome. Come and enjoy a slice of homemade cake 
or biscuit, with a lovely cup of tea, coffee or juice.

Raffle, Homemade crafts, Jams and Chutneys,
Children’s Activity Corner, Hospice Christmas Cards.

Please contact Annie Tullett (07484 702565) 
if you would like to help or maybe donate a cake.

‘Pop-up-Market’
In St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton 

Sat 14th December
09.30—14.00

Alongside ‘Christmas Tree 
Festival’

Crafts, Home Bakes, Gifts, Toys, Recycled Goods, 
Books etc

Font Café + Hot food available
Interested in a Stall?

Contact: angelmrpowell@gmail.com /
01608 730512
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors, and Working Group Assignments are:     (*Co-opted)

A vacancy exists on the Parish Council following an uncontested election in
May:

�� Are you interested in local current affairs?
�� Do you wish to serve your community?
�� Could you provide a voice for residents?

Being a Parish Councillor in Hook Norton gives you a real opportunity to make a
difference to the community and it gives you a chance to help make Hook Norton an
even better place to live. If you feel like you would like to get involved in making
decisions about your local community and make a significant contribution to the
area in which you live, then this is the position for you! Meetings are held every
second Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall (no meeting in
August). Applications are invited from anyone on the electoral register.
To find out more about joining Hook Norton Parish Council please contact the me or,
to apply to be co-opted to the vacancy, just write a brief summary about yourself
and your skills and why you would like to be a Parish Councillor, and send it to me
at Foxglove Cottage, Kings Rd, Bloxham, OX15 4QE.
Minutes of Parish Council Meetings can be found on the Parish Council website
www.hnpc.org.uk.
Friends of Hook Norton War Memorial Hall: If you want to see the War
Memorial Hall thrive and survive, Councillor Watkins would like you to join a group
of like-minded people (i.e. Friends of Hook Norton War Memorial Hall).  If you want
to become a Friend of the hall, please email Cllr Watkins.
Allotments: If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact
me, giving your name, address and telephone number.
Dogs: Dog owners are asked to keep their dogs on leads in the cemetery and play
area. The Parish Council has provided a number of dog bins. Please use them to
dispose of excrement left by your animal. To report an offence, visit
www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

Amanda Watkins, Chair amanda.watkins@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Allison Hicks, Vice-Chair allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments
Nathan Matthews nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Danny Duggan danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments
Derek Brotherston derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Janeen Wilson janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
Diana Porter diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Jonathan Muller jonathan.muller@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
David Shepherd david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Richard Novis* richard.noviss@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
Parish Clerk rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
We held a very successful open day in July which
was attended by over 30 visitors. We are keen to get
new members, and we are particularly short of
ladies. Please come and see us if you would like to
play.
Matches: At the time of writing, the results of the
summer Banbury league matches were: A team 2nd
in Div 1; B team 4th in Div 2; C team 3rd in Div 4, and D team 7th in Div 4.
Junior coaching sessions: Coaching Programme until Saturday, 26 October
The coaching timetable is as follows:
Tuesdays: Tots (3–5 year-olds), Tots 1, 4.30–5pm; £3/session

Mini Red (5–8 year-olds), Mini Red 1, 5–6pm; £6/session
Thursdays: Mini Orange (8–9 year-olds), 4.30–5.30pm; £6
Fridays:  Junior (11+ year-olds), Junior 1, 5–6pm; £6
   Junior (11+ year-olds), Junior 2, 6–7pm; £6
Saturdays: Tots (3–5 year-olds), Tots 2, 9–9.30am; £3
   Mini Red (5–8 year-olds), Mini Red 2, 9.30–10.30am; £6

Mini Green 1 (10 year-olds), Mini Green 1, 10.30–11.30am; £6
Junior (11+), Junior 3, 11.30 am–12.30pm; £6

There is also a junior membership fee to pay, which costs £20 per year (April to
March). This is a separate payment, made payable to the Hook Norton Tennis Club.
Contact Marc Gilkes for further details.
Events: A mixed doubles tournament is planned for Saturday, 19 October.

Elaine Priestley

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING
The order book is now open for meat orders for Hooky Pork.
Please contact David McGill,
scotlandend@btinternet.com for an order
form and prices.

Bethan Dennick

Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 /
baselinecoaching@outlook.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Sue Glasson, 730880, 
merrymoons@me.com or see: www.hooknortontennis.com
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THE HOOK NORTON BAZAAR

                                   The Village Shop                                        The Bazaar (H. Turnock)
The shop known years ago as The Bazaar can still be recognised today as the
building, starred above, which is part of the village shop. It would appear to be the
village's oldest retail shop, having been open continuously for at least the last 128
years.
The first reference found so far to a shop called ‘The Bazaar’ is from 1891, when it
was being run by the Cook family. Listed there in that year were sisters Frances,
Eva and Laura and brother Edward. An early advertising card headed ‘The Misses
Cook’ boasts that ‘The Bazaar, Hook Norton has a choice stock of novelties in all
departments for the approaching season’. They also sold photo postcards, and were
also agents for Bennett's dyers and cleaners, as well as running a small library. The
Cook sisters were milliners so presumably they also featured hats in their mini-
department store.
The Cook's ran the Bazaar at least until 1915, which is when Harry Turnock is then
listed here as an ironmonger, having been previously running the business from the
Bell pub next door. The above image shows the shop under Harry, bedecked with
signs and with his horse-drawn delivery cart parked in the Bell tchure.
The business had seemingly expanded to include ‘Motor Car Proprietor and Motor
Garage, Ironmonger, Cycle, Hardware, Oil and General Household Requisites
Dealer’. The motor garage was located just around the corner from the shop, in the
old wheelwright's building at the top of the hill that leads to Down End. Oil, of
course, was used by most of the village to light homes and shops in those days.
Harry stocked Royal Daylight brand, the preferred choice of the Parish Council, for
the street lighting, which Harry sold to them for 5d (old pence) per gallon¹.
Eventually, two hand-operated petrol pumps were installed, dispensing Red line &
Green line petrol. The first car operated was a Model T Ford, which son Edgar
eventually drove. Edgar and the car can be seen on some of the old village photos,
taking part in the flower show or providing a taxi service as well as a wedding car.
Harry Turnock also eventually started up a private local bus service and, at some
point, ran a 14-seater Rio bus. Although the Bazaar sign was initially still showing
above the shop doorway when Harry Turnock took over (as seen above), it was only
ever known as this during the Cook family tenure.
Roy Gaddes took over the business from Harry Turnock in 1937 and continued to offer
the services pretty much as before, except that he expanded the bus operation. Harry
Turnock retained the garage, which was at one point used to house the village ATV
fire engine. The Gaddes family ran the shop until at least the 1960's when, eventually,
it was taken over and formed the part off the village shop we know today.

James Tobin (with thanks to Geoff Hillman)
[¹I think this is about 26–32p/litre in current value – Editor]
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037

C W SMITH
Builders

Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations

Property Maintenance

Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders

Website: www.cwsmith.builders
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365 DAYS IN CLAY
Our village master potter, Russell Collins, feels
he has something to celebrate. He has recently
recovered from prostate cancer and so, to
express his thanks, he has chosen a way he
knows best – through the potters’ wheel.
For the year 2019, he is producing a unique
pot for each of the 365 days of the year, to
raise funds for Prostate Cancer UK. These

(well, 267 so far) are on
show and for sale from
26 September to the end
of the year, at Burford
Garden Centre.
This is a rare opportunity
to see, admire and to
own a unique piece made
by a Master Potter.

John Wheatley

Looking for gifts?
Find them at the 24th Annual

HOOK NORTON

CRAFT FAIR
SATURDAY 2 NOVEMBER

10am–5pm
Traditional & Contemporary

High quality crafts
Offering unique ideas for original gifts

40 exhibitors
In St Peter’s Church

Enq: janhugs19@gmail.com or 01608 737900



30

Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV

See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation

or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
for availability and price list.

The outside facilities in both villas
are superb.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,

sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
     mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the

outdoor kitchen. Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
carolinecatling@btconnect.com

Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

10% Discount
Voucher

Check our web site for 
availability and booking.

www.luxuryvillasjavea.com

SSti
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Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School, 
off Osney Close, 
Queen Street, 
Hook Norton. 
OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
Email: hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days Times Costs

Breakfast Club Monday–Friday 7.30-9am £1.00 per 
15 minutes

Morning Playgroup Monday–Friday 9am–12 noon £18.50

Lunch Club Monday–Friday 12 noon–12.30pm £2.75
Afternoon Playgroup Monday–Friday 12.30–3.30pm £18.50

After School Club Monday–Friday 3.15–6pm £5.00 per 
hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726

Annual MacMillan Coffee Morning
Put the date in your calendar 

Join us for our annual event in 
St Peter’s Church

We are holding the coffee morning on 
Friday 18 October, 9–11am.

All our usual coffee and cakes, raffle and 
of course the Christmas Cards!

Since we have held this coffee morning in 
Hook Norton, we have made around 

£15,000, which is a huge amount for one 
event a year in the village. Thank you to 

every one of you who support us.

To donate cakes or raffle prizes, 
please bring them on the day, 

or let me know nearer the time.

Look forward to seeing you!
Julie Wood (juliedwood46@gmail.com)
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator

Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial

Honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 85 reference always supplied

Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 264117
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
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NEWS FROM THE RECTOR
The new term is well underway at St
Peter’s. It’s a term of much planning
for very different, special seasons and
services. By the time you read this,
we will have celebrated St Peter’s
Harvest Festival, an all-age harvest
celebration with Holy Communion.
Donations at the service of non-
perishable goods will have been
passed to ‘Polly’ who feeds those in
need in Banbury. The service was
followed by a wonderful ‘bring and
share lunch’, to which the whole
community was invited. We express
our thanks to Jan Hughes and her
team for organising the lunch.
If you missed St Peter’s Harvest
Festival then festivals for harvest are
around the Benefice at the following
times:
St Andrew’s, Great Rollright: 6
October, 10am;
St Mary’s, Swerford: 6 October, 6pm;
St Giles, Wigginton: 20 October, 6pm
On 14 September, St Peter’s was one
of many churches in the benefice and
county supporting the sponsored
event, ‘Ride and Stride’, to raise awareness and
funding for historic Oxfordshire Churches. Thank-
you to organisers, sponsors and participants.
October is a month of sadness for us as we say ‘Goodbye’ and ‘Thank-you’ to Revd
Wendy Cunningham, who retires at the end of the month. I am sure you will wish to
thank Wendy for her wonderful care to the Hook Norton community, and for the
many services she has led. I have been very grateful for her generous welcome to
me as Rector, and for all she has shared with me. We will be marking her
retirement at two services at St Peter’s Church, both at 10am: on 13 October,
Bishop Colin Fletcher leads a benefice Holy Communion, and then Wendy’s final
service of Holy Communion is on 27 October. We hope to share those events with
many of the community. Everyone welcome!
On the evening of 5 October, St Peter’s bells will be rung to mark the 40th
anniversary of the Motor Neurone Disease Association [MDNA]. Kevin O’Neil is
taking part in a sponsored walk at Blenheim Palace to raise support for the
association and would be grateful of sponsors.
Do save the following dates, and look out for further information:
Saturday, 2 November: St Peter’s Church Annual Craft Fair
10 November: ‘Remembrance Sunday’ – Service of Remembrance

Rev’d Janet Faull, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk
[Thanks to Carol Mills for the harvest photo]

Harvest home in Hook Norton 2019
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Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
So, another excellent season comes to an end. The first
team – for the third year running – have got
promotion, having won OCA division three with four

games to spare! The second
team came a respectable fourth
in Division six, with a team that
consists of a number of
talented junior players. In Junior Cricket our U17s came
third in the county, beating Banbury in the third/fourth
play-off at the finals day at Horspath Cricket Club.
We now take a short break before the indoor winter cricket
leagues begin, and nets will start up again in the new year.
A huge thank you to all our sponsors this year but
especially the Village Shop, Banbury Plant and Skip Hire,
and KMS Litho. We couldn't do it without you!

Julia Ingham

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Our 2019/20 season got underway last month. Simon Wenham gave a very
interesting talk on ‘Crime and Punishment in Victorian Britain’ – a serious subject
but presented with a dose of humour.
This month, on 1 September, we welcome the return of Bill King. Bill has spoken to
us on several occasions in the past. His choice of subject this time is ‘Industrial
Archaeology in Garage, Shed and Attic’.
As we are in to our new season subscriptions are now due – £10 per person. Thanks
to those of you who have already paid. If you still have to pay and won’t be at the
October meeting our letterbox always welcomes cash or cheque deposits!
Meetings are held in the Baptist Church Hall on Netting Street at 7.30pm. If you
would like more information about the group please contact me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

HOOK NORTON WI
We have had a busy two months. In July, a team of our ladies ran a Tombola stall
at Music at the Crossroads. Later in the month, we were at the Memorial Hall
catering for 200–300 cyclists who were taking part in the annual sponsored cycle
run in aid of the Shakespeare Hospice.
We went to Worcester on our Summer Outing; it was a lovely sunny day. Many of
us visited the beautiful cathedral and historic buildings. The boat trip which had
been organised was unfortunately cancelled but to round off the day we called at
Evesham Country Park.
Instead of having our usual meeting in August, we had a Garden Party in the
garden of Rosa and Michael Collier. When we arrived there we were delighted to see
that Michael had fired up their wonderful steam roller, 'Ultimus', and we were also
able to look inside the ‘showman’s caravan’. We were blessed with sunny weather
again and enjoyed a very nice tea and companionship.

Margaret Gardner

WANTED

UMPIRES for 

HOOK NORTON CC 

2020 SEASON.
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MAPPA HOOKY – WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT?
Mappa Hooky

It’s getting exciting now…
If you have ever visited Hereford Cathedral, you will know about the world-famous,
14th century treasure housed there, the ‘Mappa Mundi’ – a map of the then-known
world and thought to be the largest medieval map still to exist. Tongue lightly in cheek,
we have decided to create a 21st century ‘Mappa Hooky’ – without doubt, the largest
and most detailed map of the village and parish ever to exist. Our efforts are led by
Ben Hill, an expert cartographer who just happens to live in Hooky (lucky us!) A
number of maps of Hook Norton have been created over the years, from the charming
artworks of Joan Lawrence in the 1970s and 80s to history walks, village street-plans
and hi-tech digital versions. As the years have gone by, each of these has become a
fascinating snapshot-in-time of the village at that point in history; we hope this will
happen to Mappa Hooky too.
Our aim is to produce a large (roughly A1 size), folded map that includes every
property in the village and wider parish – much more detailed than anything that has
gone before – along with an index of street and building names and numbers, so that
you will be able to easily find any property on the map by looking it up in the index.
Also included will be the location of footpaths, post boxes, defibrillators and lots of
other good things. As a finishing touch, we will add some iconic images of Hooky
(thank you to all those who have supplied these), to create not just a practical tool but
something that captures our moment – a 2020 vision of Hook Norton.
We’re almost at the stage where we have the design and data finalised, you’ll have
noticed on this edition’s front page that we need your help. We have obtained public
data about the name and location of buildings from the Ordnance Survey, Cherwell DC
and The Royal Mail. In each case, we could see, just from looking at it, that it
contained mistakes and inconsistencies, so we have conducted our own survey,
tramping the streets, clipboard in hand, and already speaking with many villagers who
have been most helpful in unravelling the peculiarities of our ancient by-ways and
buildings. But have we got it right? Almost certainly there are things we have
missed, misunderstood or got wrong.
Please look at the list of road and house names and numbers on the following pages
and help us check it is right. Is your house there; and your neighbours’ and friends’
houses? Have we spelled it right, added or removed a space, an apostrophe, a hyphen?
Is your house number in the ranges shown beside each road, and do those ranges look
right? Have we put a number that you do not use beside your house name? Have we
somehow found and included an old house name that you do not use? If your house
has a number, also check the list of names for one with your number beside it; is it
right? If not, please let us know by the end of October. Of course, please also let
us know if you would like to exclude your house from the index.
We’re hoping to be ready for distribution by early December. To do this, we’re going to
give it for free to the many charitable, cultural and sporting organisations in our vibrant
village for them to sell to you as a fundraising opportunity. We’re suggesting a retail
price of £5, we think that’s a bargain.
On that note, village organisations one and all, if you’d like to get some copies of the
Mappa Hooky to sell, please contact us and we’ll get copies to you.
We’re excited about how it’s going to look and confident that you’re all going to love it
as well. It’s going to be this year’s Hooky must-have Christmas present!

John McCormick, for the Newsletter Team,
737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk



Ashburton Lane (5)
Ashburton House
Hill View
Hope Cottage
Kite Cottage
Mulberry Cottage
Penny Cottage
The Bungalow
Vine Cottage
Austins Way (1-32)

Beanacre (1-19)
Ashley House, 9
Glan-y-Coed, 18
Highfield House, 19
Little Granary, 1
Quarry Bank, 15
Sandridge, 17
Spindleberry House, 8
Spring Cottage, 6
The Laurels, 2
The Maltings, 10
Wychbury House, 12
Beavington Road
(1-20)

Bell Hill (1-7)
Astwell House
Bakery Cottage
Bob Player
Bob Player, Flat
Brookside
Little Manor House
Little Manor Mews
Orchard Cottage
The Cottage
The Old Bakery
Tite Cottage
Vale Cottage
Willow Green Cottage

Bells Lane (5)
Bank Side
Blarney Cottage
Fieldfare
Grace Cottage
Millstone Cottage
Orchard End
Penny Farthing
Staddle Cottage
Tillys Cottage
Woodley

Bourne Lane
Appledorn
Bardfield
Birch Tree House
Bourne Close
Brambles
Budworth House
Cartref
Eastlyn
Fair Acres

Bourne Lane (contd…)
Fire Station
Gooseacre
Highfield
Ingleton
Mathasar
Maycroft
Maythorne House
Newgate
Nutwood
Orchard Piece
Pogles Wood
Sula
Telephone Exchange
The Butts
The Old Hollies
The Orchard
The Pippins
Three Ways
Toccatina
Walton Croft
Wendell
Westbourne House
Woodhurst

Brewery Lane
Brewery
Brewery Cottage
Brewery, Flat 1
Brewery, Flat 2
Grafton
Hedge's
High Wiend
Juniper Cottage
Lane End Cottage
Pathways
Ponderosa
Springside
The Haven
The Stables

Brick Hill
Beam Ends
Bedlam
Brick Hill Cottage
Bridge House
Bridge House Cottage
Great Western Cottage
Jubilee Cottage, 1
Jubilee Cottage, 2
Kelceda
Laburnum
Maple Barn
Mayford
Moonflower Cottage
Old Dairy
Southrop Farm House
Speedwell
The Odd House
Wheatsheaf House
Woodlands
Wyvern

Bridge Hill (1,2,3)
Bridge Hill Cottage
Mount Pleasant
Rose Cottage, 2
The Old Engine House
Wells Cottage, 3
Woodbine Cottage

Brookside (2,3,4)
Finches
Playing Place, 3

Burycroft Road (1,2)
Beechbury House
Beechcroft
Bettycroft
Birch House
Boswells
Burycroft House
Compton Lodge
County Cottage, 2
Croft House
Deanhill
Haymaker Cottage
Maybanks
Monivea
Moorland
Primrose Cottage
Resthaven, 1
South Hill House
The Long House
Woolsthorpe

Cascade Road
(odd: 1-9; even: 2,4)

Chapel Street
April Cottage
Blackbirds
Chapel Cottage
Chapel House
Christmas Cottage
Convallaria
Corner House
Cotswold House
Foxgloves
Haydum
Heythrop House
Juniper Cottage
Littlenook
Old Post Office
Post Office Cottage
Redlands Farm House
Spring Cottage
Springwell
Step-A-Side
The Old Bakery
The Old Cider Mill
The Old Cottage
Yew Tree Cottage



Chipping Norton Road
Brooklyn Farm
Dovetail Barn
Fanville Cottage
Fanville Head Farm
Fanville Head Farmhouse
Harwood Farmhouse
Old Barn
Wheelwright Cottage

Clay Bank
Clay Bank Farmhouse
Danvers
Hayway
Lucketts
Scotland Farmhouse
The Barn

Cow Lane (Swerford)
Badger Farm
The Old Barn,

Badger Farm
D'Oily Close (1-7)
Down End (3,25,27,29,31)
Buttercup Cottage
Cornerways
Doolittle Cottage
Gingerbread Cottage
Home Close Cottage
Hunters Moon, 3
Lyra
Marick
Merestones
Old Malt Cottage
Ra-Nova, 25
Rectory View
Stuart House
The Conifers
The Cottage
Uplands

East End
Applegate
Arley Cottage
Arley House
Bellford
Briarwood
Byeways
Crooked Cottage
East End Farm Bungalow
East End Farmhouse
East End House
Eastleigh
Edgecote Cottages, 1
Edgecote Cottages, 2
Edgecote Cottages, 3
Edgecote Cottages, 4
Erradale
Heydon House
Highgrove Cottage
Hindes Cottage
Hyatts Mead
Ivydene

East End (contd…)
Lincolns Inn
Norton Holt
Pottery Cottage
Salfords
South Hill View
Sparrows End
Staddle Stones
Stone Wheel House
The Chestnuts
The Crooked Thatch
The Gate House
The Hollies
The Old Surgery
The Retreat
Walnut House
Wells Cottage
Windward House
Goldings Road (odd: 1-47;
even: 2-68)
Hops And Ball, 42
The Lambournes, 11
Trelawney, 37

Hayway Lane
Fant Hill Farmhouse

High Street (4,5)
Anvil House
Bell Cottage
Bramley
Broad Elm
Bury Close
Church House
Corner Cottage
Dial House
Endeavour
Farthings
Garret House
Gazebo Cottage
Goslings Cottage
Hanover House
Hathaway Cottage
Hilltop
Holt Cottage
Kilnstone
Langdale
Library
Lion House Dental Practice
Little Paddocks
Magdalen Cottage
Magdalen Lodge
Melrose
Moon’s End
Namaste
Old School House
Orchard Barn
Priestfield House
Rosehay
Sun Inn
Symnel
The Middle House
The Old Bell Inn

High Street (contd…)
The Old Co-Op
The Old Rectory
The Old Rectory, North Wing
Flat
The Paddocks
The Thatch
The TV Shop
The Village Shop
Thimble Cottage, 5
Wisteria House

Heritage Close (1-8)

Hollybush Road
(odd: 1-39;
even: 2-30)
2A
Ivy Cottage, 17
Shingwedzi, 4

Hook Norton Road
(Great Rollright)
Berryfield Farm
Berryfield Farm Cottage
South Hill Farm
South Hill House
Spring Barn

Hook Norton Road
(Swerford)
Duckpool Farm
Griffin House
High Wood Farm
Osney Mill
Southfield
Swerford View
Yew Tree Barn

Ironstone Hollow
(1-27)
Ashbank House, 1
Ashmead, 13
Callow House, 17
Haydon House, 2
Quarrybank, 10
Southwold, 9
The Squirrels, 14

Middle Hill
Oak Beams
Ray Gasson & Associates
The Cottage
The Forge
The Forge, Annexe

Mobbs Lane
Holly House
Pigeon Cottage

Netting Close
Nailsworth
Orchard End



Netting Street
Baptist Church
Baptist Hall
Compass House
Glyndwr House
Hare Cottage
Hook Norton Manor
Manor Cottage
Moonbeam Thatch
Netting Cottage
Old Police House
Penllan
Petra Cottage
Priory Cottage
Robin Cottage
Rosebank
The Cottage
The Nettings
The Nook
The Old Manse
The Old Sweet Shop
The Studio

Old School End
(odd: 1-11;
even: 2-22)
Codger's Cottage
Pendula House, 9
Silver Birches, 7

Orchard Road
(odd: 1,5-23;
even: 2-46)
Kielder, 2
Pauper’s Corner, 21

Osney Close (1-8)
Churchway House
The Old School

Park Hill
Bridge House
Church View
Garden Cottage
Heilcey
Prews Close
Rose Cottage
Streamside
The Rise
Waterside

Park Road (1-7)
Brook Cottage
Damson Cottage, 7
Falcons Nest
Glenthorne
Kate’s Cottage, 1
La Casa
Michaelmas Cottage
Overstream
Santa Rosa
Southrop
Southside Cottage
Squirrel Cottage, 2
The Ghyll
The Ridge
The Villa
Walnut Tree Cottage
Warley Croft
Windrush House
Pinfold Close
(odd: 1,3; even: 2-10)
Queen Street
Heath Court, 1-3 and 5-9
Heath Court, 4, Flats 1-3
Homefield
Inglenook Cottage
Laburnum
Low Beams
Old Butchers
Roscommon
Rowan House
Talbot House
The New House
The Rookery
Trinity Orchard
Well House

Rectory Road
(odd: 1-73; even: 2-36)
Malvern, 55
The Mews, 65
The Old Hovel
The Rectory, 2

Rope Way
Beanacre Cottage
Braeside
Bridge View
Cedar House, The Old Wood
Yard
Dolce Vita
Elm Cottage
Gravels End
House By The Green
Martins
New Cottage
Oak Cottage
Ollywell
Park Close, 4
Spring Garth, Park Close, 5
Sycamore Cottage
The Laurels
Windyridge

Round Close Road
Marrie Mount, 1
Marrie Mount, 2
Scotland Bungalow
Scotland End Cottage
Scotland House
Scotland Mount
Scotland Mount Cottage

Scotland End
Dove Close House
Pear Tree Cottage
Pear Tree Inn
Stapenhill House
Sunnybank Farmhouse
West Wind

Sibford Road
(1-6, '7-8', 9-11)
Alpine Cottage, 1
Alpine Cottage, 2
Ashtree House, Redland Farm
Brookmere, 10
Cornerstones, 11
Fairview Farmhouse
Farfield, 9
Ferris Hill Farm
Glebe View
Haydons Way
Hicks Lodge
High Rock
Hill View, 1
Hill View, 2
Hill View, 3
Hollytree Cottage
Hook View
Horsefair, 7-8
Huffers
Malum Grove
Michaelmas House
Minack House
Orchard House
Orchard View
Primary School
Quarry House
Sunnybank
Swiss Cottage, 1
Swiss Cottage, 2
The Barn
The Corner House
The Gables
The Triangle
Yew Tree Cottage

Simmons Way
(odd: 1-15; even: 2-22)



Southrop Road
Allstone
Easter Cottage
Paramount
Pound House
Southcroft House
Southrop Cottage
Southrop House
Southrop House Barn
Southview Cottage
Station Road
Brymbo Cottages, 1
Brymbo Cottages, 2
Brymbo Cottages, 3
Brymbo Cottages, 4
Brymbo Cottages, 6
Brymbo Works
Crushill Farm
Manor Farm Barn
Manor Farm Cottages, 1
Manor Farm Cottages, 2
Manor Farm Lodge
Moors House
Railway Bridge House
Railway Farm
Railway House
Swerford Road
Oak House
The Stables
Tunnelside Farm
Tadmarton Heath Road
Bacon Farm
Dairy Cottage, Nill Farm
Dovehouse, Nill Farm
Larkfields
Lodge Farm Bungalow
Lodge Farm House
Lodge Farm, Unit 1-6
Nill Farm
Nill Farm, Flat
Nill Farm, Nursery
Turpins Lodge

The Bourne (1-48)
Cherry Bank
Croker House
Dove House
Four Winds
Glenavon
Hollyberries
Honeysuckle
Hook Norton Surgery
Ironstone Cottage, 2A
Lane Side Cottage
Linden
Little Bowden
Marylea, 19
Maweana
Mayfield
Milton
Moonrakers
Pemberley
Police House

The Bourne (contd…)
Riverndell
Sports & Social Club
Springfields

The Glebe (1-24)

The Grange (1-27)
Norton Grange, 27

The Green (2)
Homestead
Horn
Jasmine Cottage
Long Thatch
Thatch Cottage
The New House
Virginia House

The Maltings
Barley Cottage
Bushel Cottage
Coopers Barn
Dray Cottage
Goldings Cottage
Hops Cottage
Malthouse Barn

The Shearings (1-18)
Birch Lea
Chewton Glen Cottage, 1
Copper Beech, 13
The Gables, 12

The Sidings (1-11)

Traitors Ford Lane
Cow Pasture Farm
Oatley Hill Radio Site
Old Cowpastures Farmhouse
Sharps Hill Barn

Watery Lane (2,3)
Country Cottages, 1
Country Cottages, 2
Highfield, 3
Shearing Close Cottage
Waxwing

Well Bank
(odd: 7-21;
even: 8-26)
Brookview, 20
Hobbits Corner, 24
Willow Tree Cottage, 22

Whittons Close (1-14)
Summers Lease, 7

Wiggington Road
(Swerford)
Cradle Barn Farm Cottages, 1
Cradle Barn Farm Cottages, 2
The Well House

Hook Norton
(no road name)
Avtron UK, Lower Nill
Belle Isle Farm
Blenheim Cottage
Boscobel
Brockford Farm
Brooke Barn
Colemans Elm
Cornerstones
Cornisa
Court Farm
Croft Farm
Fodge Farm
Gate Hangs High Inn
Grounds Farm
Haffoty Farm
Highpoint Farm
Highway House
Hunters Lodge
Lea Farm
Little Orchis
Lower Nil Farm
Lower Nill Barn
Mill Barn
Newtimber Court
Nill Farm Cottages, 1
Nill Farm Cottages, 2
Oatley Hill Farm
Oatley View
Park Farm
Park Farm House
Ramthorne Farm
Ramthorne Lodge
Scotchedge
Scotland End Barn
Six Ash Farm
Slinkit, Lower Nill
Sugarswell Farm
The Croft
The Firs Garage
The Paddocks, Lower Nill
The Threshing Barn
Thistley Lea Farm
Whichford Manor
White Croft Cottage, Lower Nil
Farm
White Hills Veterinary Surgery
White Hills
Wychford Lodge
Wyncotts

Swerford
(no road name)
Archell Farm
Plane Cottage
Swerford Park
The Grooms Cottage

Wigginton
(no road name)
Cradle Farm
Cradle House Farm
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Let me start with the ‘Divine Dream’ of William Blake. ‘Jerusalem’ aside, what did I
know of this great man? Now a comprehensive exhibition at Tate Britain (until 2
February) is a chance to realise that his amazing imagination leads to a poet, a
painter, an engraver and visionary. A man who ticks so many boxes that it is no
wonder he was considered mad by many of his contemporaries – but today can be
regarded as one of the greatest artists Britain has ever produced.
Then we need to find time to go to the Royal Academy and enjoy the contemporary
work of Antony Gormley – to 3 December. On show are examples of his earlier work
alongside new sculptures and installations – designed, he says, to make visitors
‘become aware of their own bodies’. Wow!
This leads neatly, or perhaps scarily, to the Self-Portraits of Lucien Freud – this time
an extraordinary depiction in which he turns his unflinching eye on himself. Showing
27 October–26 January.
Out of London, what about a trip to Milton Keynes? The MK Gallery show is billed as
the first significant overview of George Stubbs’s work in UK for more than 30 years.
You get ‘Whistlejacket’ of course, and not only more horses but his magnificent rhino
and cheetah. The dates are 12 October–26 January. Or visit Gainsborough House at
Sudbury to see a remarkable collection – displayed for the first time – of hidden 18th
century greats by Constable, Turner, Thomas Lawrence and, of course, Gainsborough
– well titled, ‘Masters of the Golden Age’.
The stage proves no less enticing: the National Theatre has a powerful play by Simon
Wood, ‘Hansard’ (until 25 November). Described as ‘a blast from the Thatcher-past
with a message for today’, it has two great leads in Alex Jennings and Lindsay
Duncan, who have a touch of ‘Who’s Afraid of VW’ in their wordy war-zone bitterness.
Also at the National, is a revival of Brian Friel’s classic ‘Translations’ (15 October–18
December). It deals with the problems of communication between soldier and citizen
in 19th century Ireland.
Another fine playwright is Carol Churchill at Royal Court: how about four of her short
plays, Glass, Kill, Bluebeard and Imp – until 12 October, with Toby Jones in the cast.
Later, at the same theatre (24 October–23 November) is ‘On Bear Ridge’ by the Welsh
writer, Ed Thomas. This semi-autobiographical play is set in a forgotten village,
‘hidden by a crumb on the map’. It intrigues me as the sort of place we leave behind
– the indelible marks and unreliable memories they leave us with. Or what about
Nigel Slater’s ‘Toast’ at Royal Derngate, Northampton (7–12 October)? It vividly
recreates the author’s childhood through taste and smells he shares with his mother.
I’m tempted by the memories!
As for music, we have the Russian Philharmonic at The Birmingham Symphony Hall
(15 October, 7.30pm), playing Shostakovich Symphony No 10 with Yuri Simonov as
Conductor, preceded by Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto No1 played by Alexandra
Dariescu. Or Banbury Symphony Orchestra (23 November, 7.30pm, Deddington
Church) wish to provide us with ‘The Sounds of Autumn’ – and why not! They are to
play three major romantic works of the 19th century: Grieg’s Piano Concerto in A
Minor, a Weber ‘Overture’ and a Bruckner Symphony. The Lieder Festival opens, at
Oxford’s Town Hall on 11 October with a thrilling night of Schubert and Grieg. We
have songs of myths, legends and Nordic Landscapes led by the BBC National
Orchestra of Wales. A fitting end is to return to London. At the Royal Festival Hall on
Sunday, 20 October, 3pm, the Philharmonia Orchestra play Brahms ‘Academic Festival
Overture’, Mozart ‘Piano Concerto No27 and Mendelssohn Symphony No5 - the
Scottish.              John Wheatley
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THE MOTOR NEURON DISEASE ASSOCIATION
In June 1978 twenty-five people meeting in a house
in Ealing west London agreed to form an organisation
which would help those living with Motor Neurone
Disease, encourage awareness and also provide funds
for research into what was then a little-known
disease.
This year, on Saturday, 5 October, the Motor Neurone
Disease (MND) Association will celebrate its 40th year as a registered charity. To
mark the occasion, on that same evening in villages and towns throughout the UK,
church bells – including the bells of St Peter’s – will be rung and many public
buildings illuminated in blue & orange, the colours of the MND Association. On the
same day, the Oxford Branch will hold its annual sponsored walk within the grounds
of Blenheim Palace to raise funds for research and to help and assist the many folk
in Oxfordshire living with this dreadful disease.
The Oxfordshire Branch of the MND Association raises over £15,000 each year. Half
of this total is allocated to Research Projects whilst the remainder is used to provide
care, support and assistance to all those in Oxfordshire living with MND and also
those who care for them.
Find out more, or get involved, at www.mndoxfordshire.org/
 Kevin O'Neill, Deputy Chair, Oxford Branch, 01608 678889

A CHANCE TO SING
Ahead of their performance of Walton’s ‘Belshazzar’s Feast’ in November, the
Chipping Norton Choral Society is inviting the public to attend a choral workshop at
St. Kenelm’s Church in Enstone, with renowned vocal teacher and conductor Robert
Dean. Robert was Head of Music at Scottish Opera, and the Artistic Director of the
world-famous Philharmonia Chorus until 2007.
The all-day workshop, which will take place on 5 October, is open to anyone who
wishes to attend. The price is £20 (£25 inc. score hire); tickets from
tickets@cncs.org.uk ); more information: 07988 233299 or www.cncs.org.uk.

John McCulloch
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HOOKY PLAYERS
…and the sing-a-long SOUND OF MUSIC
What a night! We had brown paper
packages tied up with string, a host of nuns,
some lonely goatherds, a drop of golden
sun, a couple of baronesses, Captain von
Trapp and even the military showed up… A big thank you to those of you who joined
us for a fun filled evening.
Thanks also to Harry Smith and Dave Newton from the Film Society, who allowed us
to use their projector – a good bit of collaboration. We were also lucky to have the
best Hooky MC – John Wheatley – who did a sterling job right down to his party-
popper advice.
So, Hooky, do we want another sing-a-long? Perhaps Grease or Mamma Mia? Please
get in touch with your ideas and suggestions via karen2002smith@gmail.com.

Mandy Bristow

HOOKY PLAYERS
Aged between 4-15 years old? Then
we need you to help us create a poster
for our upcoming show, The Twits! Get
creative with pencils, pens, crayons or
paints.
The poster needs to grab people's

attention and must also include the following important
information:
The Dates...  23, 24 and 25 April 2020
The Time...   7.30pm on Thursday, Friday and Saturday with a

 2.30pm matinee performance on Saturday 25th
The Venue...  The Memorial Hall Hook Norton
 Ticket Price...  £8 and £10

Where Tickets are Available From…
      From the Village shop from the 1 March 2020

To help you to create the perfect poster, ask yourself: what the Twits
look like? What would Mugglewumps wear? What would make an eye-
catching poster?
The winning entry wins a family ticket (two adults and two children) to
the show!
All entries must be received by the end of October 2019, the winner will
be announced in December 2019.
Please post entries to: K Smith, Beam Ends, Brick Hill, Hook Norton,
OX15 5QA. Email me for further information.

Karen Smith, karen2002smith@gmail.com
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THE VIEW FROM THE VET
An Equine Round-Up
As autumn approaches at Hook Norton Veterinary Group, we start looking forward
to cooler days and far fewer Horse Flies! Equine Director, Simon Richards, retired at
the end of August and has handed the reins over to Sam Cutts, who joined the
Partnership two years ago, she will be working alongside the five other Directors of
the Practice.
Many of you may think that autumn and winter are ‘quiet’ months for us. However,
we have an exciting venture planned for next spring: the Equine Department will be
moving from our White Hills Surgery, to a new, purpose built equine clinic at
Grange Farm, Swalcliffe! Rest assured, the Small Animal and Farm departments will
be staying at our White Hills Surgery.
The new equine facility will be fully equipped with some of the most advanced
technology available, enabling us to offer a wider range of services both in-clinic
and at an owner’s yard. Being an independent Practice means we will always put
the care of horses first. It allows us the freedom to be vets and business owners,
enabling us to achieve the highest standards of veterinary care.
We are also excited to be part of the launch of a new stem cell-based product that
will offer a totally different way of treating lameness in horses. It is particularly
targeted at young-to-middle-aged horses with milder lameness, in which it hopes to
both resolve the lameness and improve future joint health. This new treatment
utilises specifically primed, chondrogenic-induced stem cells. It is the first stem cell-
based veterinary medicine to get marketing authorisation for treating equine
degenerative joint disease.
Keep a look out on our social media pages for future updates.

Verity Ramus, 730085, verity.ramus@hooknortonvets.co.uk

BUTTERFLY MUSIC
Butterfly music is a friendly, non-profit music group, run for 0-4 year-olds, every
term-time Monday. It starts at 9.30am at Hook Norton Primary School Study
Centre. If you would like any further details then please do not hesitate to contact
me.          Louisa-Anne Houseman, 07870 936278

POPPY APPEAL
On behalf of the local branch of the Royal British Legion, I would like to thank all
the poppy collectors for all their hard work and everyone who donated money to
help raise a staggering amount of £14,000.67p for Bloxham & District. The total for
Hook Norton was £4,225.24. Thank you again everyone.

Lynn Andersen, Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser

REMEMBERING THE GREAT WAR
In 2014, I produced a booklet about those with a connection to Hooky who lost their
lives during the Great War. Obviously, other men from the village fought and
survived. I am extending this project to include survivors so, if anyone has any
information about an ancestor from the parish who served, please could they
contact me. Some of you have responded to a previous request – many thanks.
Even if it is just a name, I can endeavour to take it further myself.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com



46

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.

As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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THE VALUE OF CONNECTION
Growing ancient roots for modern
times
It is moments of true connection in life that
are really memorable and touch us deeply.
From random meetings where we recognize
a kindred spirit, or times spent in nature, to
rewarding relationships, our life presents
many opportunities to connect with a richer
sense of being.
When we are preoccupied with past events
or anticipating what’s ahead, we can so
easily miss moments like these, caught up
in the busy-ness of our lives. Being on
autopilot, we unintentionally close ourselves
down to many possibilities for connection,
and increase our vulnerability to being out of balance through stress, anxiety, anger
and low mood.

What can we do?
Learning to recognise we are on
autopilot is the first step towards
cultivating a greater sense of
connection. This awareness
through self-inquiry is part of
many different religions and
ancient philosophies and, in
modern times, has come to the
attention of medical science and
psychotherapy as a route to
mental health and wellbeing.
Today the effectiveness of
ancient meditation practice has
been scientifically measured and
proven. This research has given
much wider acceptance to the

importance of mind-body awareness in creating connection, and the practices like
mindfulness that cultivate this.
Another accessible and popular approach is yoga. It invites us to re-discover and
harness our own energy in a sustainable way and direct it towards greater
connection with our body and mind. This moves us beyond simple physical
accomplishment to a different relationship with ourselves, others and the
environment.
Expanding individual consciousness in these ways is a powerful process of personal
development. It develops a richer sense of being; physically, mentally, emotionally
and spiritually, that informs our relationship to all forms of life and the earth as a
whole. These ancient roots have great value today, showing us what work we need
to do within ourselves to grow richer connections and a more sustainable future.

Sarah Haden and Hugh Poulton, Sukhita Yoga
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Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes
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LIBRARY NEWS

What’s on at Hook Norton Library:
18 October and 20 November: Tea & Cake (£1 donation), from 2.30pm.
18 October and 20 November: Family History Helpdesk, from 2:30pm.
Book your free 1-1 session.
Free 1-1 digital helper sessions. If you’d like help getting started with
computers, or want to get more out of your digital devices, please contact the
library for more details/to make a booking. Use library computers or bring your own
laptop/tablet.
Space Chase, the 2019 Summer Reading Challenge for children has been
extremely popular with Hook Norton Library’s younger readers and, if you visited
the library over the summer, you’ve no doubt had to fight your way past a sea of
children busy selecting and telling me about their books. Well done to everyone who
finished the Reading Challenge, you’ve all worked so hard to achieve your gold
medals. I will be coming into school assemblies very soon to present your medals
and certificates. Grown-ups, it’s safe to visit the library again now!
I hope you enjoyed the mostly good weather we were blessed with this summer?
Now the days are getting shorter and autumn is just around the corner, I look
forward to seeing you in the library. Drop in and try one of our selection of new
books, many bought with funds kindly donated by the Friends of Hook Norton
Library.
Bus Passes. Just a reminder that we can help people with bus passes at the
library. New applications, lost bus passes and changed details; for example, change
of address.

Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager,
737793, hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

I am currently reading “Fine Balance” by Rohinton Mistry

Revised
Opening Hours: Monday: 2–7pm Friday: 2–5pm

Wednesday: 2–5pm Saturday: 9.30am–12.30pm
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk



51

HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
A new school year has just
begun, and it’s my privilege
to introduce myself as the
new Head Teacher of our
wonderful school. I’m an
experienced teacher and
head, having worked in
education for twenty years
across several local
authorities, including
Coventry, Warwickshire
and Solihull. However, this
is possibly my most
exciting appointment to
date! My last headship was
in a village school near
Warwick where we worked
hard to turn the school
around and to transform its
rating with Ofsted. I am now very happy to be starting a new chapter in a Church of
England school with such a strong community spirit.
Of course, I am taking over from Stella Belgrove, who had 16 highly successful
years at the school. I have some big shoes to fill, but I’m looking forward to seeing
continued success. We wish her every happiness and blessing as she begins a very
much deserved retirement.
The beginning of the year was delightful, with eager children smiling happily all day.
I couldn’t have asked for a more positive welcome! The staff, as always, have
worked tirelessly to ensure that our school is fully prepared; a warm and positive
environment for the children. It is such a fantastic team, and I’m thoroughly
enjoying getting to know everyone. It has immediately become apparent that Hook
Norton has great governors, a committed and hard-working staff and very
supportive parents. I couldn’t ask for more.
We have tried hard not to allow the start of the year to be tainted by the awful
events in the holidays. The attack on the school playground has caused tens of
thousands of pounds’ worth of damage and, more significantly, taken away the
amazing pirate ship, which was one of the children’s most eagerly-
awaited playtime activities. However, the whole community has
pulled together strongly and shown us enormous support! Thank
you so much, for the kind words and money donated.
The playground should be restored to its former glory well before
Christmas, including a brand-new pirate ship. The children are
coping with the fenced-off building-site so well and seem
determined not to allow the disappointment to spoil their fun at
playtime!
We look forward to a busy year with enjoyable learning every day and great
progress being made. We have countless extra-curricular activities planned as well,
and I look forward to telling you all about them in future editions of the newsletter.

Justin Stone, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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WILDLIFE NOTES
Thanks to everyone who has sent me details of your sightings. Quite a few
photographs accompanied your observations, some of which may have to be left
over until the December issue.
Wendy Gordon found this grass snake lying
in the road near Station Road, while
Christine Taylor found a cast-off grass snake
skin whilst walking near the allotments.
In recent months I have been sharing notes
with Andy and Gill Newbold who do the same
as I do for Sibfords Scene. Numbers of
butterflies and moths picked up as the
summer progressed. One species that was
seen in the Sibfords was the Scarlet Tiger
Moth. Andy told me that one night in June
he trapped over 1000 moths, of 120
different species. The trapped moths
included a Satin Lutestring and a Crescent
Dart, both of which had not been recorded in
Oxfordshire before.

Meanwhile
in Hooky,
Jill Seaton
sent me a
lovely
photo of
an
Elephant
Hawk
Moth. Not
to be

outdone Richard Noviss photographed a Sycamore
Moth caterpillar whilst on his way home. Terry
Swainbank sent me a photo of a Box-tree moth.
These are natives of the far east but are now firmly
established in the UK. Their caterpillars devour box
hedges, much to the annoyance of gardeners.

Turning now to birds, Alison Shard had a tawny owl sitting on a beam just outside
her back door. One evening I drove past a tawny owl on the road between Milcombe
and here. It was just standing in the middle of the road, perhaps dazzled by my
headlights or those of the previous car.
Returning home from Whichford one night a roe deer crossed the road and, on
another occasion, in daylight, a stoat crossed the road in front of me. This was at
the top of South Hill. One morning Juliet and I were woken up by ‘screaming’
outside the front of our house. To us it sounded like a vixen in possibly one of the
gardens in Brookside.
As usual please send me details of your sightings, photographs welcome too.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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HOOK NORTON SENIOR FOOTBALL
We have started our 2019-2020 league in style! Last night
(Friday 13th) we played Eynsham Sports and Social in our
first Witney and District league division 2 clash. It was also an
event attended by the ‘Groundhoppers’ – a club of grassroots
football fans. They travel the country watching non-league
football.

Being
the only club in the league
with floodlights, we were
chosen to host the Friday
night match. With the help
and generosity of the
brewery, we produced a
special ‘groundhopper ale’ for
the event, which went down
very well indeed! 150+
spectators watched the
match, a 5-0 thrashing in
Hooky’s favour. The evening
was a resounding success and
it was absolutely brilliant to
see so many locals there. We
hope to see you all in the
future.

The evening could not have proceeded without the help of various expert local
volunteers throughout the night. Tasks ranging from selling tea and coffee, baking
cakes, selling raffle tickets, selling the groundhopper ale, marshalling the car park
and cleaning up, as well as watching! We were helped immensely by an army of
locals. You know who you are. Thank you.

Chris Tate-Davies, Chair

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following
to spare, they would be very gratefully received.

Old dog leads - collars - blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching
posts - spare food - chews - brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in
date wormer/flea treatments - toys - cat carriers etc.

Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier.

Anything not suitable will be divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and
Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury.

If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive them.  Thank you to all
those who leave anonymous donations on my doorstep, who I cannot therefore
thank in person.

Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
The friends have
renovated a bench
which is now in
place – there is a
fine view of the
cemetery and
beyond from its
position.
General
maintenance has
taken place over
the summer. We
still have non
compostable
material being put
into the compost
bin instead of the
green bin. We are

always grateful for a donation of spring bulbs as there is a large area to cover.
If you wish to join us please contact Alison Hicks at the PC.

John E Blackham



56

The Sun Inn Christmas Market
Saturday 7th December, from 12.00

There will be a variety of stalls selling
Christmas goodies!
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hello Hooky. This month I only have a short message for you all…  Thank you!
Thank you: to all those conscientious villagers who pick up bits of litter as they go
about their village business.
Thank you: to all those of you who pick up after your dogs (and, in some cases,
pick up after other people’s dogs, too!)
Thank you: to all those village residents who keep your hedges and shrubs cut
back from the pavements, making passage for pedestrians, especially the mobility-
impaired, that much easier.
Thank you: to those of you who make good use of the Memorial Hall, and leave it
clean and tidy afterwards.
Thank you: to all the parents and guardians who educate their children to use the
bins, especially if they even know which colour bin for what refuse.
Thank you: to the village shop, for housing the ever-increasing pile of lost
property. Their patience is much appreciated. Please rummage.
Thank you: to all those of you who thank me! It means such a lot to know that
what I do is appreciated.
And, thank you to the Parish Council who, when possible, act to improve our
environment.
Oh, and of course thank you to all the wonderful people involved – from email to
delivery – who bring us this excellent newsletter.
Thanks to all.  See you around.

Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718
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County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers

MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton

Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.

Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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BAPTIST BANTER
I hope you have had a great
summer, enjoying the weather and
finding time to have a break. We are
now seeing our season change as
autumn approaches. Soon the leaves
of the trees will be changing colour
and dropping, our nights will get
colder and frosts are more likely, and
even now some of us are preparing
for Christmas!
The changes of our seasons are not
as marked as they used to be, as our
food supply chain ensures that we can eat most fruit and vegetables in season or
out through importation of food from around the world. We are not tied to the
season as we used to be, as you can enjoy hot sunny holidays all year round if you
are prepared to travel to warmer climes.
But seasons do have a purpose and are part of God’s grand design! In the book of
Ecclesiastes, chapter 3, we are reminded that ‘There is a time for everything, and a
season for every activity under the heavens …’ Seasons come, and seasons go, and
things change.
We are experiencing a change in ‘season’ in the Baptist Church, as our Children’s &
Family Worker, Bee Williams, has moved to Scotland with Josh and the family, and
we have appointed a new C&F Worker, Eva Lowe, who will be picking up where Bee
left off. And with the change in ‘season’ comes change in opportunities as Eva builds
on the firm foundation laid by Bee.
Eva will continue to facilitate the ‘Stay and Play’ Parent-and-Toddler Group in the
Baptist Hall Friday mornings during school time, but she is also looking to start an
after-school group for high school children on Thursday evenings from (26
September) after 5pm. Here they will have fun, a simple meal, and learn more
about Christianity. This group would also have opportunities to meet with other
local church youth groups at various events planned through the autumn/winter
months, and go on camps and adventure breaks next year. If you would be
interested in your child(ren) coming along, please contact me (details below) as
spaces will be limited.
Finally, I just want to say a big thank you to all who supported our Gospel Bell
concert on 6 September and the Craft Fair at The Sun on 7 September; the two
events raised £600 toward our chapel renovation fund (of which we give 10% to the
other charities we support).
Future Event: A Harvest Ploughman’s Supper followed by an Art & Craft Auction –
Saturday 28 September at 7pm. Tickets available from Jane Whitaker on 730453
or janewhitaker2006@yahoo.co.uk.
Check out www.hookybaptist.org.uk/ for service information.

Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069, hookypastor@gmail.com
 @HookyPastor
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Now it’s October, our new Reception children feel
thoroughly at home here – and are not only having
lots of fun (see
photos), but

discovering that it’s lots of fun to learn.
A typical day in Reception has a balance of
about half adult-led activities and half self-
chosen, play-based learning. Mrs Grundy,
one of the most experienced and respected
Reception teachers in the county, has
carefully designed our indoor and outdoor
learning areas so that there are dozens of
interesting challenges and opportunities to
develop skills across the curriculum, from
maths and literacy to physical and social
development.
Much of the day in Reception is spent
outside, in our partially covered outdoor
learning area. And on ‘Forest Fridays’ the
children head further afield, taking their
learning to our lovely nearby woods and
fields.

In other
news, we
celebrated the grand opening of our wonderful
new Reading Shed (pictured). Full of books and
comfy bean bags, it offers a cosy spot for
children to read quietly or share books with their
friends during break times. It’s a sign of our
strong community ethos that already every day
we spot older children reading aloud to younger
children there. We are detemined throughout
the school day – and both inside and outside the
classroom – to inspire our children with a life-
long love of reading.

Parents and carers are strongly
encouraged to visit to see all that we
have to offer. As school selection time
approaches, we are offering tours on
Thursday, 3 October, 11.15am;
Wednesday, 16 October, 9.15am;
Tuesday, 5 November, 9.15am.
Please make an appointment by
calling us on 01608 737202. We look
forward to meeting you!

Michelle Hastings, Headteacher
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HOOK JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB (HNJFC)
2019–2020 season underway!
As the cricket season closed, the overlapping nature of our
thriving clubs’ league fixtures kicked in on the weekend of
Saturday, 7 September, as both cricket and football teams
were in action on the green fields of the Bourne.
HNJFC is pleased to offer boys and girls from 5 to 18 –
from Hooky and the surrounding area – some of the best
facilities and coaching in the Witney and District League
catchment area, and all our team managers are always
open to having a chat about new players coming to join us.
We are very lucky to have been supported with team
sponsorship over recent seasons by some fantastically generous businesses from
Hooky and further afield; we would like to thank (along with any others we may
have forgotten!) Southcombe Garage, Findlay Construction Ltd, Hook Norton
Brewery, RMH Ltd Oil boiler and AGA services, Real Wood Kitchens, Paintbox, and
Garrett Electrical Services Ltd. If any other local businesses would like to consider
kit or club sponsorship, through shirt or banner advertising, then please contact
either Ian Porter or Grant Haldane on the details below.
The club continues to grow and to go from strength to strength, with all four ‘back
pitch’ teenage teams making cup finals last season, and a thriving seven-a-side and

below section
impressing every
week on the front
pitches. The u15
girls and u12s
were unlucky in
their hard-fought
finals, but the
u15s (pictured)
and u16s were
successful in their
Witney League
‘Europa’
competitions.
Please come along
and support us on
a Saturday
morning or
Sunday afternoon,
and also see some

junior club graduates playing for the men’s team on a Saturday afternoon, as
former junior club players are well represented in Hook Norton FC’s first team.
Please text or call one of us for further information. We hope to see you and your
young players soon!

Ian Porter, Chair, 07970 759044, tex.elmore@btinternet.com
Grant Haldane, Vice-chair, g.haldane@btinternet.com
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - OCTOBER

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS

Monday 09:30 AM Butterfly Music (0-4yo, term-time only) Primary School
Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 10:00 AM Still Waters Cafe Baptist Hall
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Wednesday 7:30 PM Hooky Singers Primary School
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 10:00 AM Stay and Play Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 7:30 PM Thrift Club Pear Tree Inn
Friday 9:30 PM Meat Raffle Pear Tree Inn
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 5:00 PM Live music night Sun Inn
Sunday 8:30 PM Quiz night Pear Tree Inn

Date Day Time Event Location
01 Tuesday 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Hall
05 Saturday 19:00 Hooky Movie Nights - HAPPY AS LAZZARO Memorial Hall
06 Sunday 15:30 Alternative Race for Life The Sun Inn
07 Monday 12:00 HN Lunch Club Baptist Hall
09 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
09 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
10 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
10 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
12 Saturday 19:30 Brass band - Autumn Concert St Peter's Church
14 Monday 19:30 Hook Norton Lunar Society The Sun Inn
15 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
16 Wednesday 14:30 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
16 Wednesday 19:30 Garden Club - Women Gardeners Memorial Hall
18 Friday 09:00 Annual MacMillan Coffee Morning St Peter's Church
18 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
19 Saturday 19:00 Hooky Movie Nights - 3 FACES Memorial Hall
23 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
24 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
26 Saturday October Half Term
31 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
31 Thursday 19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
31 Thursday 19:30 Hooky Players Get Together The Sun Inn
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - NOVEMBER

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County Council
on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council issues.
Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council charges
for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths, wall units,
sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of charges at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste

Date Day Time Event Location
02 Saturday 10:00 Craft Fair St Peter's Church
02 Saturday 19:00 Hooky Movie Nights - SING STREET Memorial Hall
04 Monday 12:00 HN Lunch Club Baptist Hall
05 Tuesday 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Hall
07 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
10 Sunday 10:30 Remembrance Procession & Service The Green/St Peter's
11 Monday 19:30 Hook Norton Lunar Society The Sun Inn
13 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
13 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
14 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
15 Friday Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
15 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
16 Saturday 09:30 Katharine House Coffee Morning Norman Matthews Hall
19 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
20 Wednesday 14:30 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
20 Wednesday 19:30 Garden Club - AGM Memorial Hall
21 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
23 Saturday 19:00 Hooky Movie Nights - HUNT FOR THE WILDERPEOPLE Memorial Hall
27 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
27 Wednesday 19:30 Charitable Association AGM & Donations Evening Brewery Visitor Centre
28 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
28 Thursday 19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
28 Thursday 19:30 Hooky Players Get Together The Sun Inn
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46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB

Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner

Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

www.hancocks-legal.co.uk
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HOOKY CAR CLUB IS WORKING FOR ME
Sunday 26 May this year was a very sad
day. Earlier that month, I’d taken our
faithful old vehicular servant Honda
Accord to get his MOT. He’d failed,
miserably – brakes, several parts of the
exhaust, £800–1,000 to fix. Ouch!
I was conflicted. We’d had that car since
about two weeks after we arrived in
England in 2001. It’s the longest period
I’ve ever owned a car for in my life. We’d
done over 130,000 miles in it. He’d taken
us around Ireland (twice), Scotland,
France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria,
too many places to count in England
from Northumbria to Cornwall. He’d been
a hard-working, faithful servant; should I
let my heart rule my head and get him
fixed, even though it probably didn’t
make sense? Especially as his insurance
and road tax were also due. It was going
to cost me anything up to £1,400.
Since he’d been semi-retired for a few
years already, he now only did the
occasional airport run, and Banbury
station run when I had to go into London. Did it really make sense to keep a second
car? No! Luckily a mate of Kerrie’s said that she’d take him as spare parts for her
daughter’s Honda, so he went to a new career as an organ donor.
But what to do for those infrequent occasions when I needed a second car? Hooky
Car Club. After all, one of the cars (the Zoe) is at the school, virtually opposite my
house; there’s a Polo as well, and the Skoda for those bike maintenance trips into
Banbury, where I don’t even have to disassemble it (the bike that is).
Since June I’ve made 15 trips – to run errands in Banbury; to take #1 car for
servicing in Oxford; for the day when I’ve had to go to London; the Polo even had a
nice three-day holiday at Banbury station when I spent several days at a team
meeting in Bristol.
It’s so simple to book the cars when I need them and the costs have really
vindicated my decision: those 15 trips have only cost me the princely sum of £217,
and, even better, they reimbursed me for the £60 of fuel I put in during the three
longer trips (they suggest that you add fuel if the tank is less than quarter full as a
courtesy to others), so the final charge to me was only £157.  I reckon I can do a
heck of a lot of trips before I get anywhere near that £1,400 figure. I do have to be
a bit more organised to book the cars reasonably in advance. In some cases, they’re
immediately available but I realistically can’t expect that – but I usually know when
my trips are happening so, as long as I remember to book a week or so in advance,
it’s been fine.
The Hooky Car Club is working really well for me.

John McCormick
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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