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FROM THE EDITORS
A very full edition this time – with lots
of contributions from the Editorial
Team, so only space for seasonal
good wishes from all of us to all our
readers and…

The joyful explosion of Christmas
colours on our December cover is the
work of Luke Ellard, a member of the
Reception class at Hooky Primary
School; thank you and Merry
Christmas to him.

See more of the equally excellent
work of our school children in our
centre pages.

David Jones, Editorial Team,
737748, news@hook-norton-

newsletter.co.uk

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising -  Rod Fenwick           07930 448507
advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Page Layout John McCormick
Copy Editor David Jones   737748
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Distribution M Sean Coleman    07970 516463
Proofreading Kerrie McCormick
Directory Diana Barber  737428
bar4ber@gmail.com

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)
SIZE MONO COLOUR
Third Page £15/12.50* £25/22.50*
Half Page £20/17.50* £35/32.50*
Full Page £35/32.50* £70/65*
* price per issue for annual subscription
Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
Lane, Hook Norton  OX15 5NX or put in our postbox
in the village shop.

NEX T ISSUE: FEBRUARY
COPY DATE: FRI 17th JANUARY
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.

Find us on the web at
www.hook-norton.org.uk/village-
newsletter

From the Registers
Sadly, we report the deaths of Julie Tobin and Nancy Pargeter. On behalf of the
village we send condolences to their families and friends.
Abigail Lindsay and Ella Foxon were recently baptised at St Peter’s, and Peter Heath
and Sophie Allman were married. We wish them all and their respective families joy
and congratulations.

BANBURY GUARDIAN COUNTRY
Kerrie Fisher has been our village correspondent for the Banbury Guardian for a
number of years, and thanks to her for her involvement. Following Kerrie’s move
from the village, I have offered to fill this role.
If you have an event which is planned to take place in the village and you would
specifically like it to be mentioned in newspaper’s ‘Guardian Country’ pages, please
email me at least 14 days before the event.
Additionally, I will endeavour to keep an eye on the village diary and posters
displayed around the village, and send details for publication as appropriate.

Kevin Hope, kevin.hope57@outlook.com
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ST PETER’S CHURCH 24˧˦˨˦˩˨ CRAFT FAIR & GRAND DRAW
On Saturday, 2 November, St Peter’s
Church hosted the 24th Annual Craft
Fair. The day started with heavy rain
and, of course, the Rugby but,
despite both of these, the church was
buzzing by mid-morning. In fact, by
the end of the day, overall
attendance had been even better
than last year, with the wonderful
Hooky folk turning out in force, as
well as many visitors from further
afield.
As always, the 40 stalls, with a
fantastic variety of superb work,
looked amazing, and the
demonstrations, including the sock-knitter working on her antique sock-knitting
machine, were fascinating and much appreciated by visitors.
Once again, the café area was well stocked with a superb variety of delicious home-
made cakes and sandwiches, and business was brisk all day, with folk taking a
break, absorbing the lovely atmosphere, or catching up with old friends who return
each year for the fair.

The fabulous Grand Draw, with 75
prizes this year, was once again a huge
success; our grateful thanks go to the
many individuals and businesses who
sponsored or provided prizes. Too many
to name them all, but special thanks go
to: Nigel Matthews Plant Hire, Thomas
Franks & Co, Hook Norton Brewery,
John Nicholls Trading, and King &
Woolley Estate Agents. Our heartfelt
thanks also go to all who helped in any
way in order to make it possible for this
lovely event to happen; with your help
and support, we raised a wonderful
£6,600 – bless you all.

2020 will be a very special year, as the Craft Fair will reach its 25th (silver)
anniversary. Plans are already underway way to ensure it’s another great day,
hopefully with a celebration book of the wonderful cakes and bakes that have been
made for this event by many kind Hooky folk over the years, some of whom have
baked for it since the first year; the calorie count of all that edible magnificence is
unimaginable!
Please take special note of next year’s date; as Remembrance Sunday falls
earlier in the month, we have to bring Craft Fair forward one week, so,

CRAFT FAIR 2020 WILL BE ON SATURDAY, 31 OCTOBER
We hope to see you there.

Jan Hughes and Becky Cooke
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
As I write this, I am wearing odd socks! We are joining
together as a school and wearing odd socks for Anti-Bullying
Week. Across the country, many schools will be doing the
same: it is a serious issue that we are dealing with in a fun
way. In fact, it was originally a child who brought the
campaign to my attention; they felt it would be a great way
to raise awareness of this key issue. A parent also reminded
me about it.
It’s this community spirit that I want to celebrate. It really is
an asset of our school and one I will guard jealously and
help develop. As you no doubt remember, earlier in the
year, three students aged nine asked if they could run a cake sale to support the
school. They had heard about budget struggles for schools on the news and were
also still upset by the arson attack we experienced in the holidays. They baked the
cakes (thank you to the mums and dads for helping!) and raised nearly £50 to go
into the pot. They were not going to be saddened by bad news, but rather, they
chose to do something about it.
Likewise, at the end of September, the school chose to ‘Go Gold for Childhood
Cancer Awareness Month’. We have had a number of children affected by this
dreadful disease and it was a group of parents and children who really wanted to

raise money for this worthy cause and ran
the event. Seeing staff and children in
yellow & gold was really moving as they
showed such compassion for other
members of the community.
Hook Norton School is such a close and
happy community, and we are also part of
a very strong village community. Seeing
the festivities at the brewery marking their
70th Anniversary was a wonderful example
of this and to add something to it – Year
5’s rather splendid Maypole dancing – was
a joy. I look forward to many more events
that our school can be part of.
In the meantime, senior members of the
community are invited to a Christmas Tea
and to watch our KS1 Nativity, Friday, 6
December at 1.30pm. Please let us know if
you are coming (contact details below). It
is also our Christmas Fair on Thursday, 12
December, 3.15–5.30pm. There is a range
of local crafters selling their wares as well
as Father Christmas in his special grotto,
tombolas, raffle, cakes, mulled wine,
games etc. Come along and join in the
festive fun!

Justin Stone, Head teacher, 737379,
office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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WILDLIFE NOTES
They say a photo is worth one
thousand words. For this issue I
thought that I would use the photos I
have been sent for this edition of the
newsletter.
Thanks to Richard Noviss for the
caterpillar photo which I had held over
from last time. It will turn into a
sycamore moth. Catherine Hayward
sent the image of a leaf cutter bee
making a nest in a pipe in the garden.
The image of the newt was taken by
Phil Barton. Stella Taylor provided the
photo of the sparrowhawk eating a
dove on her lawn. Finally, Simon Jones
sent me some photos of dragonfly
larvae. One of them is shown here. He
is uncertain as to what it will turn into
as there have been Emperor
dragonflies and Southern
Hawker dragonflies in their
garden during the summer.
What an amazing photo taken
on a phone camera! It just
goes to show how camera
phone technology is swiftly
moving on.
As usual please continue to
send me details of your
wildlife sightings

David McGill, 737103,
scotlandend@btinternet.com
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100 YEARS OF THE HOOKY BUS

BMMO – S12 Bus    The Hook Norton bus at Banbury circa 1920's
2019 marks the 100th anniversary of the start of a bus service between Banbury
and Hook Norton. This was one of the routes chosen by the Birmingham and
Midland Motor Omnibus Company (BMMO), better known as the Midland Red, which
had started operations in Banbury in October 1919. This route was of course in
direct competition with the Great Western Railway (GWR) which provided had
provided a passenger service to and from Banbury since 1887.
Initially, the company laid on two services per day, using a 30-seater bus similar to
that shown above on the right. It can be imagined that the journey then would have
been quite uncomfortable on a solid-tyred bus over a crushed stone road! This
aside, the bus offered a service to the town and village centres, whereas both rail
stations were a fair walk. Around 1923 an experimental new 'monolastic' road
surface was laid from Milcombe to Hook Norton, no doubt improving traveller
comfort. In the village itself, Harry Turnock had a small bus from around this time
but as yet details of the service provided are unclear.
In 1929, seemingly in response to the competition from the Midland Red, the GWR
started its own bus operations, alongside its train service, using Guy buses, linking
Banbury and Kingham via Hook Norton. This service was fairly short-lived, being
transferred to the Midland Red in 1933. By now, pneumatic tyres on buses were the
norm, so passenger comfort was greatly improved.
The Harry Turnock bus and business were taken over by Roy Gaddes in 1937 and,
during World War II, Gaddes's ran a works bus service to and from the Northern
Aluminium Works in Banbury. All three shifts (6-2, 2-10 and 10-6) were serviced,
with Jack Padbury, Jack Sabin and John Turnock as drivers. With the opening of the
secondary school in 1950, Gaddes's operated the school bus service to the
surrounding villages.
The writer started using the Midland Red bus in 1961 to get from the village to work
in Banbury. Outbound was the 07.50 '487', with the 17.50 '497' back, costing 1/3d
(6p) each way. The outbound route first went to Wigginton, turning round at the
Dolphin pub, then onto Milcombe, turning up New Road and onto the A361, then on
to Bloxham and Banbury. The return route turned right at Blue Pits instead of
further on at New Road. The '487' bus terminated in Hook Norton, turning round in
the Sun square, whereas the '497' carried on through the village as far as Chipping
Norton.
Operationally the S12 type shown above carried a conductor whereas later S14/S16
models became single-operator. In 1977, Midland Red was re-branded as Ridercross
– today of course part of Stagecoach which runs the current '488' service.

James Tobin



12



13

HOOK NORTON SENIOR FOOTBALL
A mixed bag of results in October saw us progress to the second round of two cups,
and be eliminated in round 2 of both! Seven games resulted in five wins and two
defeats. We’ve hammered in 34 goals in those seven games and are sitting pretty
at the top of the league.
Some notable games are an 8-4 victory away at Brize Norton, where we played in
almost gale-like conditions. Jay Mair managed to net not one but two hat tricks. A
fair few hooky locals braved the wind and rain and we’re very grateful of the
travelling support.
We also reached double
figures this season with a
10-3 win away in the Fred
Ford cup at FC Ascott
Rangers, where Jay
Mair and James Ingham both
netted four times each. And
home vs Charlbury Town
Reserves, we emerged 10-2
victors – however, they were
handed the tie at short notice
and could only get a team of
10 players together (yes, it
did feel like cheating).
At our home games, the bar
is always open serving cold drinks, but we also sell tea, coffee and home-made
cakes to keep the cold out! Its free to come along and watch.
Hopefully see you there.         Chris Tate-Davies, Chair

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Firstly, may we say Happy Christmas and New Year to you all.
Our Autumn Charity Concert in St Peter's Church raised over £300 for both St
Peter's and Cancer Charities – thank you so much for all who attended, making the
evening as enjoyable as it was for both the main Band and the training Band.
Without you, the audience, the evening would be a very dull affair; we are so
fortunate to enjoy the happy support of so many. Grateful thanks are also
expressed to the Hook Norton Brewery for providing refreshments and KMS Litho
for sponsoring the high-quality programmes for the evening.
As I pen this note we are fast approaching the busy Christmas season – please
make a note in your diary for our ever-popular Christmas Concert, on the evening
of Saturday, 7 December, 7.30pm start, St Peter's Church, with free admission
(retiring collection in aid of Band funds). There will be the usual raffle, plus mulled
wine and mince pies, and the return of audience carol singing with the Band – how
can you miss all this?!
On the afternoon of Sunday, 22 December, we will be playing in front of the Sun
Inn at 5pm. This event has, over the years, turned into a very popular carol-singing
venue; song sheets will be provided – come along and enjoy.
If you bump into us when shopping in Banbury do stop and say hello.
Hoping to see you over the coming month – all best wishes from Hook Norton main
and training Bands.          Martin Quartermain
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
As we pack our bags for a few days in London, the weather is living up to William
Blake’s Exhibition. ‘The Wild World’ seems horribly apt but I’m sure it will not
dampen our enthusiasm for that exhibition and my other recommendations –
Gaugin and the Pre-Raphaelite Sisters at the two National Galleries.
Our theatre plans have been less successful as ‘Translations’ is fully booked. Instead
we have booked for the Lyttelton production (showing to 17 December) of Athol
Fugard’s semi-autobiographical play, ‘Master Harold… and the boys’. Set in a grubby
tearoom in Port Elizabeth in 1950 – two years into apartheid – we spend a quiet
rainy afternoon with young Hally and two black employees in his mother’s café. You
may have seen Fugard’s ‘The Island’ (set in an unnamed prison – but clearly
Robben Island) at Chippy Theatre a few years ago – he is a master at the powerful
portrayal of the apartheid era.
A different world is at the Menier Chocolate Factory. I rarely stray into the world of
musicals but I cannot resist sharing with you the return of Sandy Wilson’s ‘The
Boyfriend’. I know it shows my age, but this gorgeous fantasy of the Twenties is
such a joy – I defy you to keep your feet from tapping to its syncopated rhythms.
Theatres nearer home are into pantomime mode –great fun too! However,
Stratford’s RSC at the Swan is in good modernistic form into the New Year. Not the
easiest of Shakespeare’s plays, ‘King John’ is given a make-over with miniskirts,
beehive hair and groovy dance. Okay, it doesn’t all make sense, but you won’t be
bored!
More soberly, ‘A Museum in Baghdad’ brings together a museum director in 2006
and the amazing Gertrude Bell who, after World War I, helped to preserve Iraq’s
heritage with a national museum. In the play we have Bell fighting her battles whist
her modern-day counterpart, Ghalia Hussein, tries to hold the museum together as
post-invasion Iraq descends into chaos.
Returning to the galleries: at Kenwood, home to Rembrandt’s celebrated Self-
portrait with Two Circles, English Heritage is marking the 350th anniversary of the
artist’s death with a free, temporary display, showcasing this iconic painting. Begun
in c1665, the portrait offers one of the most distinctive, defining images of the artist
in his late years; once described as ‘the single greatest painting in a British
collection’. There are two other celebratory exhibitions: ‘Rembrandt’s Light’, Dulwich
Picture Gallery to 2 February and ‘Rembrandt in Print’, Bath’s Holburne Museum to
5 January.
The Hepworth Wakefield is a superb gallery and, to 19 January, it displays the work
of two artists: the famous David Hockney and the unknown (to me) Alan Davie.
Both were inspired by William Blake but, although the latter is described as a bit-
part player, I like the examples I see of his work. However, my definite port of call
is the Bowes Museum at Barnard Castle. This holds the first major retrospective of
one of the North’s most important artists of the twentieth century: ‘Norman
Cornish: Definitive Collection’. Running until 23 February, his paintings preserve the
image of the harsh life of the mining industry which is no more. It is not all gloom,
as Cornish also shows us the lighter side of life above ground.
Music too has a Festive flavour and on 9 December at Birmingham Symphony Hall,
the City Organist is joined by the Choir of Winchester Cathedral at 1pm in a concert
of Christmas Music. In Oxford’s Sheldonian on 12 December, the City’s Philharmonic
give us John Rutter’s ‘Vision’ and Vaughan Williams’ ‘Fantasia on Christmas Carols’.
The orchestra is accompanied by the Magdalen and New College Choirs. This leads
me to wish you all a very Happy Festive Season – in theatre, gallery or concert hall.

John Wheatley



16



17

BAPTIST BANTER
First of all, I would like to thank all the adults and
children that dropped in to our ‘Crumpet & Hot Chocolate
Drop-in’ on 31 October. We hope you enjoyed the
warmth and refreshment as you journeyed on you ‘trick
or treat-ing’. We look forward to service you again next
year.
As I have mentioned previously in the newsletter, the church is undertaking a
programme of work on our old Georgian chapel to resolve some damp issues and
make it more comfortable and sustainable for generations to come. We have been
blessed to have an award-winning conservation architect, Peter Preston of Manifest
Design Workshop working with us to scope the work and obtain the necessary
approvals. We are applying for grant funding for a lot of the work, and one of the
requirements of some of the funders is to engage the community in the project and
promote the heritage of the building.
Here in Hook Norton, we have an amazing story to tell because the Baptist church is
one of the oldest in the country, having been founded in 1644. This was a turbulent
time in history, during the civil war, when the Parliamentarian army were encamped
in the area. Major Purefoy appointed a chaplain, an Anabaptist preacher named
Abeizer Coppe who visited Hook Norton as part of an evangelistic campaign. This
influenced a villager, James Wilmot and a group of other converts to meet together
for encouragement, bible study and prayer.
With the restoration of Charles II came the re-establishment of parliamentary
authority over religious activity, and the re-introduction of infant baptism, church
hierarchy and the use of the Book of Common Prayer. Baptists believed in the
separation of church and state, and in believers’ baptism, in which baptism is a
personal choice. Despite this, Baptists were largely unmolested at the beginning of
the Restoration; however, with the introduction of the Clarendon Code in 1664,
came an Act which made it illegal for any group of five or more people to gather in
the name of any denomination separate from the Church of England. After this,
James Wilmot and Charles Archer suffered greatly for the non-conformist cause.
Both of them were arrested, James Wilmot was imprisoned more than once and his
possessions were confiscated and sold.
On Sunday, 1 December at 4pm, we are holding an event, Baptist Tales, which
will re-enact the arrest of James Wilmot, in period costume. We will also be sharing
the plans of the renovation of the chapel and how this will become an excellent
venue for the community to use for concerts etc, seating up to 120 people. You are
warmly invited to come along and enjoy tea and cake too!
Of course, our greater heritage is that of our faith in Jesus
Christ, and as we approach this Christmas time, it is an
opportunity for us to share the joy we have in this season
celebrating the birth of Jesus two thousand years ago, because
it is all about Him!
We want to put Christ back into Christmas as we gather with
family and friends and celebrate and so we have our Advent services leading up to
our Family Carol Service on Sunday, 22 December at 10.30am. Please come
and join us. Mince pies and refreshments will be served after the service.
Check out www.hookybaptist.org.uk/ for service information.

Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069,
pastor@hookybaptist.org.uk            @HookyPastor
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hi Hooky. I hope no-one has suffered too badly from all the rain we’ve been having.
Even as I type, it is pouring down.

I was mildly disappointed by the number of sweet wrappers that I found discarded
around the village after Halloween; much worse than last year. I’m guessing,
though, that this indicates a good village turnout and fun was had by all.

Unfortunately, several people reported that their carefully carved pumpkins had
been needlessly destroyed by trick-or-treaters. Such a shame, as I’m sure a lot of
time and effort went into creating the wonderful pumpkin lanterns put out for the
evening.

I gather there was good support for the small fireworks display and family evening,
laid on by The Gate Hangs High. Isn’t it wonderful that we are lucky enough to have
no less than three, very active, pubs, and a marvellous brewery, in our busy village.
It seems there’s almost always something going on.

I was made aware that someone lit crow-scarers in the village again, this year.
These are very loud bangs that go off at regular intervals, usually into the early
hours, or right throughout the night.

Sadly, although the people living within earshot are greatly disturbed by them, the
irresponsible people who light them are usually long gone! I found some once,
burning away near where I live, which had kept me awake most of the night.

So I took a bucket of water and submerged them before cutting down from the tree
they were in. Anyway, hopefully, not too many animals were distressed by any loud
bangs, and I hope all absent cats have now returned safely home.

May I please remind everyone who walks a dog that, even if it is cold, wet and
windy, it is still necessary to pick up your dogs’ poo. The amount left lying always
increases when the weather is bad and, only the other day, I picked up a heap from
directly outside the entrance to the playground and playgroup. No one wants it on
their shoe and it can be very harmful, especially to young children.

I’ve spent a fair few hours sweeping leaves recently. There always seem to be so
many, even when the trees appear still covered. I’ve noticed that some kind person,
or persons, have joined the war on leaves around the village, too. Thank you.

Sweeping up autumn leaves is a great way of getting fresh air and exercise, whilst
doing something really beneficial, too.

I love each of the seasons for their own merits, and, even though many areas have
suffered terribly from excessive rainfall, I still appreciate the need for the rain.

It’s almost impossible to remember back to those sweltering, sun-baked days of the
summer, but, I’m sure, it won’t feel too long before we’re complaining about the
heat again. �

Anyway, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas, and a happy, healthy New Year, and
may your revelling leave you, and yours, intact. See you around.

Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.

As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
December is always a festive month at our school, as
our close-knit community celebrates Christmas
together. This year we’ll enjoy a Christingle advent
service at St Andrew’s Church next door, a nativity play
performed by Yrs R-2, a special lunch, and an evening carol service – before all
heading off to Oxford for a whole-school trip to the panto. It will be a lovely reward
for a term full of hard work and successful learning! In other news:
Going Jurassic: The whole school has been
delving into the ancient past this autumn, with
related topics in each classroom, from
evolution to Stone Age life. To deepen their
knowledge, our Yr 3s and 4s spent an exciting
day hunting for fossils at Cross Hands Quarry
(pictured), while Yrs 1 and 2 explored the lives
of dinosaurs at the Oxfordshire Museum in
Woodstock.
Dorset trip: Yrs 5 and 6 enjoyed a five-day
adventure at Hooke Court, near Beaminster,
where they experienced lots of new activities,

from kayaking to archaeology. All our children will
participate in at least three residential trips during
their time here.

Hockey triumph: Our girls’ team
(pictured) were the winners in a
recent tournament among area small
schools, held at Chipping Norton School.
Art for Anna: We all drew self-portraits (pictured) and raised over £500 for the
campaign to send local girl Anna Drysdale to the US for pioneering cancer
treatment.
As school selection time approaches, parents and carers are strongly encouraged to
visit to see all that we have to offer. Please make an appointment by calling us on
01608 737202. We look forward to meeting you!

Michelle Hastings, Headteacher



22



23

CALLING ALL AMATEUR DETECTIVES!
Hercules Poirot meets Agatha Christie in a Hooky
Players production planned for September 2020! The
stage is set – an amateur drama group is rehearsing
for a murder mystery play, when the unimaginable
happens – their very own mysterious murder. Which
member of the group could have committed such a
heinous crime? What was the devilish motive? And
what did the nosey eye-witnesses see?
Well, you are invited to join in this evening of fiendish
fun and use your powers of deduction to help to work
out whodunnit. You may even bag yourself a reward!
The lead-up to the murder will be acted out for you as
you enjoy a 2-course dinner; following which, you will
have the chance to interrogate the suspects and eye-witnesses. Then, you and your
table guests collaborate before ‘pointing the finger’. Tickets will be priced around
the £20 mark.
Intrigued enough to register your interest or, alternatively, get a group of friends
together and register for a table of eight people?
Well, we plan to present this on Friday, 11 September and, whilst that is a long way
off, we do anticipate this will have an appeal for many people; so we’ve reserved St
Peter’s church, which will certainly add to the atmosphere! It would be helpful,
therefore, to have an indication of the level of interest in this murder mystery
experience, so we can firm up arrangements accordingly.
So, if you think you would like to unleash the super-sleuth in you, let Karen or Rita
know how many seats you may require (before 12 January 2020 please) using
the contact details below. Further information will follow in February’s newsletter.

Karen Smith, 07702 520323, karen2002smith@gmail.com
Rita Wheatley, 01608 737097, jovridw@tiscali.co.uk

CHIPPING NORTON THEATRE IS LOOKING FOR YOU
If you haven’t yet visited us, where have you been? We are a small but perfectly
formed theatre, offering fabulous, homegrown productions, including our world-
famous pantomime; an arthouse cinema; live screenings; top name comedians;
theatre and live music covering every possible
taste. Outstanding special events, and an art
gallery showcasing local artists - why not come
and see what’s on offer – we are no ordinary
theatre!
And, being at the heart of the community, we like
to give back as much as we can. We run a variety of outreach programmes such as
Cinema Bambino for new parents and their offspring, relaxed screenings for people
living with dementia and donating tickets to families suffering hardship through the
local church and food bank. To find out how you can support our community work
by becoming a Patron of the theatre, please email me.

Box Office: 01608 642350 / www.chippingnortontheatre.com
Sasha Buckman, sbuckman@chippingnortontheatre.com
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
�� Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
�� Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
�� Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.
Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,

call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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HOOK NORTON LUNAR SOCIETY
Hook Norton Lunartiks beg for more
As Dr Mike Flood's presentation at the
October meeting of Hook Norton Lunar
Society drew to its conclusion, the
audience of Lunartiks begged him to
continue, if only to glean some ray of hope
from the disturbing prospect his question:
‘Is Fake Information Destroying
Democracy?’ presented.
We may believe as rational, clear thinking and intelligent citizens that we fully
understand all the ploys, schemes and tactics designed to confuse and mislead us
by criminals, deceitful politicians and religious zealots. Mike Flood eloquently
disabused us of that.
US President Thomas Jefferson is credited with the quotation: ‘Information is the
currency of democracy’ – wrongly, as Mike later revealed, but what happens when
that currency is corrupted by fake information? The Washington Post reckons that
Trump, who has weaponised 'fake news', uttered 10,111 'falsehoods' from his
inauguration until the end of April 2019. Also, the Kremlin and its proxies are
accused by EU vs DisInfo of disseminating three 'fake news' items every day.
Fake news and alternative facts are just the lies used by despots, crooks, bigots,
fantasists and mischief-makers for millennia to gain advantage, bring down rivals or
fool enemies, but the difference today is the scale at which those lies and half-
truths can be peddled through Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and other social media.
It gets worse; smartphone and computer applications are now freely available to
manipulate photographs and videos, so you can no longer believe your own eyes.
What significance, for example, can you attribute to the fact that one of the most
popular, FaceApp, is owned by a Russian company? And Russia is a leader in this
propaganda offensive, closely followed by American Protestant fundamentalists,
who want to discredit Darwin and curb women's rights.
In the end it's up to each one of us to take responsibility for the news we consume:
Check who is providing the information, why are they doing it, is there a motive and
then look for confirmation from a known reliable source. Better still look at Mike's
Fighting Fake website www.criticalinformation.org.uk.
Lunartiks get Dementia update (and an opportunity)
At our November meeting, Jeremy Hughes, CEO of Alzheimer’s UK, gave us a
mixture of some stark warnings and real hope about Dementia. He described it as
the global health time bomb: one in three sufferers are undiagnosed; 40% of carers
receive no training; 7% of the population over 65 may develop dementia. OK,
enough of the bad news. Jeremy then described what we can do to help people with
dementia. Simple things such as allowing them to communicate in their own way, to
let them make that cup of coffee, to let them walk when they want to, to do
something different (like learning a new language), to make dementia-friendly
environments (no black mats that look like holes, coloured toilet seats so they can
see them better!). Most of all, Jeremy encouraged us to join the 3 million others in
the UK and become Dementia Friends, both as individuals and as a community. Now
there’s a Lunartik challenge to which we can all rise!

Ian Buchanan (NUJ life member) & John McCormick
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SUMMER QUIZ ANSWERS (AUGUST NEWSLETTER)
Apologies that these were delayed! Thanks to the three people who submitted
answers to the August quiz. Carol Cooke’s name was drawn from the three entries
and will receive the prize money.
1 Iconic song by Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong    Summertime
2 Number of Days of Summer in this 2009 film      500
3 TV show (1989 – 1994) starring Anton Rodgers     May to September
4 Sang the 1970 hit ‘In the Summertime’       Mungo Jerry
5 ‘The Last of the Summer Wine’ was filmed here     Holmfirth
6 ‘I feel love’ was her only UK number 1 hit      Donna Summer
7 Location for the start and end of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’  Athens
8 Year of Bryan Adam’s Summer         ‘69
9 ITV drama series since 1997 based on books by Caroline Graham Midsomer Murders
10 The destination country for Cliff Richard’s ‘Summer Holiday’  Greece

Kevin Hope

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following
to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads - collars -
blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food - chews
- brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea treatments
- toys - cat carriers etc. Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/cat's
life a little happier.

Anything not suitable will be divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and
Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to
receive them.  Thank you to all those who leave anonymous donations on my
doorstep, who I cannot therefore thank in person.  Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES 2019
Donations evening. On Friday, 8 November, many of the people involved in
making the beer festival happen came together at the Brewery Malthouse Kitchen
for our donations evening. This year’s proceeds were given away to a mixture of
national and local charities and good causes. Due to everyone’s hard work and the
generosity of brewers throughout the UK, we were able to give away a total of
£21,550 with the majority (£12,000) going to Bloodwise. The full list of donations is
as follows…

It is always heartening to learn of new initiatives in the village so, while we give
regularly to many of the groups listed above, it is good to see new ones such as the
Hooky Good Neighbours Initiative. This has the potential to make a real difference
to the lives of many in the village, particularly the elderly and infirm who we live
alongside but we often don’t get to see.
Many groups and clubs in the village help on the day, preparing the site beforehand
or cleaning up on the morning after. As an organisation we try to ensure that those
groups are recognised for their contribution. If your group would like to provide help
in return for a donation please let us know (info@hookybeerfest.co.uk).

Hugh Robertson

£12000 Bloodwise www.bloodwise.org.uk

£1500 Katharine House Hospice www.khh.org.uk

£500 Thrive www.thrive.org.uk

£250 Hook Norton website www.hook-norton.org.uk

£500 Good Neighbours initiative https://livewell.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Services
/3353/Hooky-Neighbours

£100 Mermaids www.mermaidsuk.org.uk

£50 Guide Dogs for the Blind Association www.guidedogs.org.uk

£500 Dogs for Good www.dogsforgood.org

£300 Movember www.uk.movember.com

£600 Banbury Young Homelessness Project www.byhp.org.uk

£400 St Peter’s Church bell-ringers www.odg.org.uk

£200 Hook Norton Playgroup www.hooknortonplaygroup.co.uk

£400 Local First Responders www.sca-charity.org.uk

£300 St Leonards School Learning Experience www.stleonards.oxon.sch.uk

£200 Friends of Hook Norton Library www.hook-norton.org.uk/groups/friends-of-
the-library/

£300 Matt Hampson www.matthampsonfoundation.org

£150 Hook Norton Community Smallholding www.hncs.org.uk

£200 Alzheimer’s Society www.alzheimers.org.uk

£200 Great Rollright School www.great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk

£600 Neuro ICU Ward www.ouh.nhs.uk

£200 Friends of Hook Norton School www.hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk

£250 Hook Norton Girls Football Club

£150 Hook Norton Guides www.girlguiding.org.uk

£200 Hooky Players www.hook-norton.org.uk/groups/hooky-
players

£600 British Heart Foundation www.bhf.org.uk

£300 Cancer Research UK www.cancerresearchuk.org

£100 Daisy Garland Charity www.thedaisygarland.org.uk

£100 Hook Norton Garden Club www.hook-norton.org.uk/groups/garden-
club/

£400 Super Ru - Children’s Cancer & 
Lymphoma Group

www.cclg.org.uk
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Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!

I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!

My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.

I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.

Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com

Fully insured

Sewing for you
Frances Williams

Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making

& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297   Mobile: 07964 691274

mailto:helpearce@googlemail.com
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2020 Directory of Services
Would you like to be included in the

2020 Hook Norton Directory of Services?

This brochure of names and numbers for local businesses and places of interest is
distributed along with the February Village Newsletter and included on the village
website, reaching everybody living in and around the village.
As well as the obvious advantage of advertising our ever-increasing number of local
businesses, this brochure is intended to inform villagers of contact names and numbers
for the many local organisations that we have, under headed categories. Entries need
to be in by 31 December.

Thank you for your support
If you would like to be included in the next directory, you can either fill in the
application form below and deposit it in the box in The Village Shop, or send it to:

Diana Barber, Dove Close House, Scotland End, Hook Norton OX15 5NR
or information for your entry can be emailed to Diana at:

bar4ber@gmail.com
To help with the printing costs, a donation of £7 for the Hook Norton Newsletter

should be attached to all forms or sent electronically to:
Account: Hook Norton Newsletter,

Sort Code: 08-92-99 Account Number: 65249518

Your Details

Name...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Phone Number......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Donation sent in the form of.........................................................................................................................................................................

Cash/Cheque/Direct payment

Directory Details

Category.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................…...

Business / Organisation Name.................................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Contact Name.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Contact Number...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Mobile Number (if available).........................................................................................................................................................................
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46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB

Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner

Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

www.hancocks-legal.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON WI
We have had another two meetings from our interesting and
varied programme.
The first one, in September, was a lively talk by Gillian White
about 'Chatsworth and the Cavendish Family' from 1549 to
1850. We heard about the first earl William Cavendish who
was made Treasurer of the kings Bedchamber in 1550 and
had to step down after a few years due to many scandals
involving his wife. We also heard about different changes
made to the house by different generations, and how the title
of Duke of Devonshire was bestowed upon another William
Cavendish in 1880.Our October meeting was something very
different. We had a Christmas-decorations workshop,
organized by Ann Sharman. Members were given material which was cut out in a
Christmas tree shape and asked to sew it together and decorate it with various
trimmings. The results were amazing, as a few of the members groaned and stated
that they didn't do sewing, but the results were good. (You can see for yourself as
they can be seen on our tree which will displayed at the Xmas Tree Festival in St
Peter’s Church later this month.)
Later, in October, Hook Norton hosted a Group Meeting for other WIs in the area.
The Baptist Hall was decorated with butterflies as we had a talk and slide show
given by Paul Embden about the decline of the British butterfly. This was followed
by a tea which of course included Butterfly Cakes.
We are now looking forward to a Christmas Shopping trip to Reading, Xmas Lunch
at Cherington, and Xmas Tea Party with entertainment from a Ukuleles band.
We would like to wish all readers a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

Margaret Gardner

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School, 
off Osney Close, 
Queen Street, 
Hook Norton. 
OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
Email: hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days Times Costs

Breakfast Club Monday–Friday 7.30-9am £1.00 per 
15 minutes

Morning Playgroup Monday–Friday 9am–12 noon £18.50

Lunch Club Monday–Friday 12 noon–12.30pm £2.75
Afternoon Playgroup Monday–Friday 12.30–3.30pm £18.50

After School Club Monday–Friday 3.15–6pm £5.00 per 
hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
Well, seems it’s that time again to give an
update on what the Hook Norton
Community First Responders and the
South Central Ambulance Service (SCAS)
CFR community has been up to recently.
We have attended a total of 17 patients
during September and October, some of
which were in the Chipping Norton area.
We are urgently recruiting for Chipping
Norton, if you know someone or happen to hear of anyone who might be interested
in becoming a Community First Responder, we would be delighted to hear from you.
I would be happy to have a chat with them if they wish (my contact details below).
Equally, information can be found on the website at www.scas.nhs.uk/get-
involved/community-first-responders/.
Wednesday, 16 October was World Restart a Heart Day! SCAS personnel, including
CFR’s and Co-Responders, joined ambulance trusts and charities across the country
to teach lifesaving CPR to students, school children and members of the public.
The aim was to teach these skills to 10,000 people in the South-Central region
during that week. On Wednesday, 16 October, SCAS staff, volunteers and partners
travelled the length and breadth of the region to continue this vital lifesaving
training. We are proud to announce that the final count of attendees was 10,240
across the SCAS region. With all of this in mind, we have decided to offer a new
programme of Public Awareness training and information events, our own Hook
Norton ‘Restart a Heart’ initiative, if you will.
You may have attended one of our events last year. I know a number of our
residents wanted to attend but were unable to, hopefully this will be an opportunity
for those and others who would like to find out more. If you did attend one of the
events you may wish to attend again, you’d be most welcome. Perhaps you could
bring someone along, everyone is welcome to attend whether or not they are a
Hooky resident.
As Community First Responders we train and re-qualify regularly and it occurred to
us that if we offer this public training to new delegates, we could extend a similar
opportunity to those who have attended before. They say ‘practice makes perfect’;
this provides an opportunity for everyone, and we expect to run several
programmes annually. Whilst the subject is serious, it’s both interesting and its
interactive delivery makes it good fun. Attendance is free; we look forward to
seeing you.
Finally, on behalf of the Hook Norton Community Responder Scheme, we would like
to thank the Hook Norton Newsletter team for the new map of the village and parish
(available very soon). The team kindly involved us in the project and have given us
sight of the penultimate version. For us it’s heaven-sent; until now we have had to
rely on questionable SatNav and our own local knowledge. This extraordinary
contribution to the village has certainly made our job more effective in locating
patients, and your safety in getting us there to support you expeditiously. The
village charities all benefit, as 100% of the cost of the map will be donated to the
appropriate charity selling it. It’s win-win all round.

Christopher Fry, 07831 825237, christopher.fry@sca-charity.org.uk
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ANIMAL MYSTERY GRIPS HOOK NORTON?
Evidence has emerged that a new species is now established in the Hook Norton
neighbourhood. Although no one has yet seen a specimen, exciting signs have been
observed, which have led some to the conclusion that the village may even be host
to a newly evolved mammal!
Mammals, birds and reptiles are shy creatures and notoriously difficult to see. You
may be lucky to catch sight of a muntjac's white rump bobbing away from you
across a field, hear the drumming of a Great Spotted Woodpecker, or see the flank
of a newt flashing in a pond as it dives out of sight, but mostly the only evidence we
have of an animal's presence is the spoor we find in the way of tracks and
droppings.
It is possible to make an informed guess at the identity an animal by studying the
detritus of a feeding session. When you see a mass of pigeon feathers scattered
around, Mr Fox is probably the culprit! More subtly, the teeth marks on an empty
hazelnut shell tell who has been feasting. Squirrels will split the shells neatly in half
and common dormice leave a smooth, round hole in the side of the nut with teeth
marks running around the inside of the hole. Wood mice, bank voles and the
aforementioned woodpecker all attack nuts in a manner specific to their kind.
Woodpeckers and nuthatches, for example, both jam them into crevices in tree bark
to hammer them more easily (see:
www.discoverwildlife.com/british-wildlife/how-identify-wildlife-feeding-signs for
more information).
The hypothesis is based on the observation of such leftovers. The feeding signs
observed have been mainly along the highway that joins the Hooky-to-Rollright and
Hooky-to-Swereford roads at the top of South Hill. What is remarkable is that only
one source of sustenance is apparent, no matter the time of year! It's as though a
squirrel had decided to eat only hazelnuts all year round! Earlier in the year, 37
separate examples of this very specific form of refreshment were counted on that
stretch of road alone. This points to it being either an individual with a very
restricted dietary range, or possibly a small family group. Even more excitingly,
because of the nature of the foodstuff chosen, whatever kind of animal it is, it must
have opposable thumbs and can therefore only be an advanced simian or primate
species!
How else could it pull the ring tag on a can of Red Bull?

Ian Buchanan
[This piece was originally published on the Hook Norton web site]

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Once again, the annual MacMillan Coffee Morning proved to be
a great success. Thank you to everyone who attended the event
and also those who generously provided us with cakes and
raffle prizes on the day. It was lovely to see so many villagers
turning out to support this worthwhile charity. I am thrilled to
say that, so far, we have raised £674.21, with more to come in.
Many thanks to everyone – St Peter’s is truly a brilliant place to
hold it, so that people can access it easily – thank you for
allowing us to use the church. My thanks also to all those who
helped serve the coffee/tea/cakes and organise the raffle.

Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk



Darcy Lambourne Class 5

It’s coming very soon!
In a couple of weeks time (by the week starting December 9) the Mappa Hooky will
be here!
So we think there’s a couple of things for all of you to do:
● If you’re a village non-profit organisation, contact Sean Coleman on

msean.coleman@gmail.com to organise a time to collect your allocation so you
can sell them for a fiver.

● If you’re a Mappa Hooky buyer (and who won’t be!), contact your
favourite village organisation to which you either belong or would like to see
benefit and order a map from them for £5.  If they’re not selling them, gently
ask them why not and then go and buy it elsewhere!

You can buy either a folded map (Ordnance Survey style) or an unfolded one
suitable for framing.  Or buy some of each!
If you have any questions about the map other than the above please contact us at
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk.
The Hooky schoolkids are helping out! When you get your Mappa Hooky (by
folllowing the above instructions) you’ll see on the back that we asked the Hooky
school to contribute some drawings, we got a huge response, as well as our front
cover, here’s some other samples of the “Hooky houses” we asked them to do.

mailto:msean.coleman@gmail.com
mailto:news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk.
mailto:news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk.
mailto:news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk.


Ewen Rutherford Year 5

Josh Ellard Tawny Owls



Thomas Seaton Year 6

Tommy Sutherland Barn Owls



Olivia Devin Forest Owls

Sophie Frame Elf Owls
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
It is hard to believe, but the local history group is already one third of the way
through our 2019/20 season. We have had talks on the Victorians, Industrial
Archaeology and the Roman Villa at Broughton. This month our speaker is Hooky
resident Philip Powell who will be talking about the Barber Surgeons. Philip has
already given talks to the Lunar Society and is therefore well known in local circles.
The meeting will take place on Tuesday, 3 December in the Baptist Hall, starting at
7.30pm. As it is our pre-Christmas meeting, there might even be a mince pie on
offer!
Further details about the group can be obtained from the me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

FRIENDS OF HN WAR MEMORIAL HALL AND GARDEN
We are fortunate in Hook Norton to have many facilities available for villagers to
use. One of these has been in use for almost 100 years: the Hook Norton War
Memorial Hall, which was built from Government funds in the years immediately
following the end of World War I.
Since then, it has stood as the village’s only actual memorial structure to those who
fell during that war, and to those who have lost their lives during conflicts since –
although there is also a memorial plaque within St Peter’s Church.
The Hall is self-funding – the money raised from renting it out to various village
committees and associations, groups and private hires needs to cover all costs.
These costs are ever-increasing, due to the age and construction of the building.
When we asked villagers, several years ago, whether they wanted to continue to
see the Hall flourish, or whether they wanted it removed altogether and have either
just a Memorial Garden or maybe a new Hall, there was overwhelming support to
keep the Hall as it is and ensure its upkeep was met.
The Parish Council oversee the maintenance of the Hall, trying wherever possible to
ensure that the only money spent on it has been revenue from the Hall itself.
However, this has not always been totally possible – such as when the roof needed
immediate support work recently. Now, the roof itself needs replacing and there is
definitely not enough money in the pot for that!
That is the purpose of this request… We thought that it was time to launch a
Friends of Hook Norton War Memorial Hall and Garden Group – to run under the
auspices of the Memorial Hall Working Group on the Parish Council.
The Friends could help with garden maintenance, some of the smaller jobs required
on the Hall itself, and come up with, and oversee, various fundraising ideas using
the money raised for some of the bigger projects on the horizon.
Without some extra funding, there is a very real concern that in the not-too-distant
future the Memorial Hall might just be too expensive to run.
If you think this might be for you, because you have time, energy or ideas, then
please contact me in the first instance. I will be holding a meeting next Spring to
launch this; the date will be announced before Christmas – check our minutes,
website and notice boards. In the meantime, I’d love to hear from you. Thank you.

Amanda Watkins, Chair HNPC, amanda.watkins@hnpc.org.uk
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REFLECTIONS ON REMEMBRANCE
A scene from the remembrance service in St Peter’s and a timeless, sunlit street-
scene. Two reflections on autumn in Hook Norton.
Thanks to Bethan Dennick and Carol Mills for the photos.

David Jones
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY

The tree bench, which is dedicated to a former Parish Clerk, has been repaired and
painted. We thank the Parish Council for funding the planting of a new tree within
the bench.
We have again been planting spring bulbs and wish to thank Messrs J. Collier and J.
Portlock for their contributions. We will be having a final tidy up shortly, as winter
approaches.
My thanks go to all those who have given up their time to keeping our cemetery a
pleasant place for all to visit.

John E Blackham
[Thanks to Carol Mills for the fine autumn view of the cemetery]

ON THE DOLE: BAKING THE YORKSHIRE PUDDING
Later this month, Geoff Hillman will celebrate his 100th birthday. He was born in
Hooky, and has clear memories of growing up in the village at that time. He told
me the following story a couple of years ago. Now the oldest male native of the
village (I think), Geoff, you’re an example to us all. Happy birthday!

Donald Ratcliffe
I remember ‘Baker Haynes’. His bakery was in the area then called Downtown, at the
bottom of Bell Hill, across from Woodbine Cottage, where we lived in the late twenties
and thirties. As an eight-year old, I loved the smell of the bread and, if I was sent
across to get some from the bakery, I always got into trouble with my mother for
fingering a hole in the crust and pulling out some fresh bread.
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On Sundays, it was my job to carry the Yorkshire pudding across to the bakery to
have it cooked in the ovens. The baker had to keep his ovens hot ready for Monday,
so he would charge 3d (1½p) for cooking Sunday lunch for anyone who wanted. My
mother would give me a baking pan, about 15” by 9” (38 x 23 cm), flowing with the
batter mixture made of milk and beaten eggs, with potatoes and vegetables piled in
it. If there was a joint, it would stand on a trivet in the middle so that its roasting
juices flowed down into the pudding. There wasn’t always a joint because we couldn’t
afford butcher’s meat, but there might be some mutton or a rabbit if my father had
caught one. Meat was always meant mainly for the working man, not the family.
Nobody could afford much because Hook Norton was a poor place at that time. My
father had had a good job as a stockman at Swerford Park, looking after the cattle
and seeing to the milking, the separating of the milk, and churning of the cream into
butter. It used to go for sale in Pilsworth’s shops, in the High Street here (where the
dentist’s is now) and in Banbury, in Parsons Street. Then, in the twenties, Mr
Pilsworth sold up and the estate was bought by a Q.C. man. He had no interest in
farming and rented out his land to tenants, so my father found himself out of a job.
He had some money put by and, in 1927, bought the lease of the Wheatsheaf pub,
which is now Wheatsheaf House, at the corner of Brick Hill and Ropeway, where the
Swerford Road comes into the village. Business was bad in the mid-20s because
people had no money, and my mother was so soft-hearted she was always allowing
customers to buy baccy and beer ‘on the book’. The customers always promised to
pay but never did. So, after two or three years, my parents had to give up the pub
and moved to Woodbine Cottage near the stream at the bottom of Bridge Hill.
Times were hard. This was about the time of the General Strike and there was little
work about. The ironstone began to run down about then, and jobs at the brewery
and on the railway were all taken. Unemployed men would gather at the top of
Middle Hill to chat and share a cigarette. Things remained difficult well into the
thirties.
You had to collect your unemployment benefit in Chippy every Friday, which meant
walking or cycling there and back. When my father got back, Mr Gibbs, the landlord,
was always waiting to collect the rent: five shillings (25p.) a week. Dad would put a
pound on the lunch table and say, ‘Sorry, Mother, that’s all we’ve got.’ Everything
had to come out of it for the next week. So what little meat we had was
supplemented by rabbit, sometimes twice a week, perhaps as a rabbit pie or rabbit
suet pudding.
Dad found work on the farms, but casual work, not regular. When he could, he would
cut and lay hedges or make willow hurdles in winter, chop out young vegetables in
spring and, later in the year, make hay and help with harvesting and threshing, for 6
shillings (30p) a day. Because of his years as a stockman, he had often watched vets
performing on animals and he picked up simple vetting skills like castrating and
lamb-tail cutting. So he started going round various local farms doing vet jobs for
them. They used to say, ‘Well, how much do we owe you, Jack?’; ‘Don’t want any
money, I want a little pig.’
We had a small pigsty at Woodbine Cottage and would feed the pig until it was a
good size. Then one of the local pig-killers would slaughter it for us and joint it up.
Most of it would be cured but some bits, like the briskins (the thick part you see on a
rasher), didn’t cure very well and so they would be cooked as a joint. Since there
was too much for the family and there were no fridges to keep it in, neighbours
would be invited in to help eat the joint. And so a portion of the pig would finish up
on top of the Yorkshire pudding for me to carry to the bakers!  Geoff Hillman
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037



51

Hooky Singers – Spring 2020 Term Dates
8 January to 1 April 2020. (Half term 26 February 

2020) 

The Primary School, Sibford Road, Hook Norton 
Wednesdays, 7.30–9pm

£4 per night or £30 per term for this term only
First night free

For more information see www.hook-norton.org.uk/groups/hooky-singers, 
Hooky Singers Community Choir on Facebook, 

email us at sing@hookysingers.uk
or come along on a Wednesday evening

HNCA present the 24th Annual Hook Norton Charity Music Festival

A weekend of live music and entertainment at 
‘probably the best small music festival in the world!’

www.hookymusic.co.uk and Facebook: musicatthecrossroads

SATURDAY 4 JULY HEADLINE ACT:

Tickets on sale at www.hookymusic.co.uk
Time limited village saver tickets available

from Hook Norton Village Shop in January 2020

Friday 3 July; Saturday 4 July; and Sunday 5 July 2020
At Hook Norton Brewery
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors, and Working Group Assignments are:     (*Co-opted)

A vacancy exists on the Parish Council:
Are you interested in local current affairs? Do you wish to serve your community?
Could you provide a voice for residents?
Meetings are held every second Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall
(excluding August). To find out more about joining the PC, please contact me or, to apply
to be co-opted to the vacancy, just write a brief summary about yourself, your skills and
why you would like to be a Parish Councillor and send it to me.
Friends of Hook Norton War Memorial Hall: If you want to see the War Memorial Hall
thrive and survive, Councillor Watkins would like you to join this group of like-minded
people – see her full article in this issue.
Minutes of PC Meetings can be found on the PC website, www.hnpc.org.uk
Parish Council Accounts: The Parish Council accounts 2018–2019 have been audited
by external auditors, Moore Stephens, and signed-off with no matters arising.
Charity Commission: The Memorial Hall audited accounts for 2018–2019 have been
submitted to the Charity Commission.
Internal Auditor: The Parish Council has appointed Mr David Ralls, Banbury as internal
auditor for 2019–2020.
PC Budget 2020-2021: at the PC meeting on 14 November, Councillors discussed and
approved the budget for 2020–2021 with the precept again remaining at £80,000.
Play Area: repairs have been carried out to the wooden posts and fencing around the
zip-wire. A new inclusive orbit-roundabout and a shelter have been ordered and they will
be installed week commencing 9 December.
Tree Survey: The 3-yearly survey of Parish Council-owned trees will be undertaken by
Sacha Barnes in November/December.
Congratulations to Julie Wood (1st Hook Norton Guides and Commissioner for Swere
Valley) for being named Runner-up in the Volunteer of the Year Award organised by
Sanctuary Housing and CDC. Julie was awarded this for the huge amount of time and
effort she has put into Girl Guides for well over 20 years. Thanks also to the organisers
for putting on such a great event at the awards evening.
VE Day May 2020: please contact Cllrs Janeen Wilson or Diana Porter if you or your
organisation are planning events to mark this occasion.

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

Amanda Watkins, Chair amanda.watkins@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Allison Hicks, Vice-Chair allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments
Nathan Matthews nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Danny Duggan danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments
Derek Brotherston derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Janeen Wilson janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
Diana Porter diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Jonathan Muller jonathan.muller@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
David Shepherd david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Richard Novis* richard.noviss@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
Parish Clerk rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
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C W SMITH
Builders

Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations

Property Maintenance

Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders

Website: www.cwsmith.builders

Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator, Interior and Exterior

Domestic and Commercial, honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 90 references always supplied

Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 264117

Rowan court, Milton Road, Bloxham, OX15 4HD
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk

Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes
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A HORRID MORNING FOR HOOKY KIDS
In something of a departure for the
Hook Norton Film Society – and part of
its programme of 40th Anniversary
events – a special screening of ‘Horrid
Henry The Movie’ takes place on
Saturday, 15 February for children
in the village.
Starting at 10am, the performance
brings together the 2011 movie
produced by Novel Entertainment,
staring Theo Stevenson, Richard E
Grant, Noel Fielding and Angelica
Huston, with a special, personal
appearance by the film’s writer and producer, Lucinda Whiteley – plus a screening
of the classic French short film by Albert Lamorisse, The Red Balloon.
Lucinda will be on hand to talk about the film and answer any questions the children
may have – and in the tradition of Saturday morning children’s cinema, there will be
a suitably-attired ice cream lady selling choc ices during the interval!
The event is entirely free and open to all children over the age of six, provided they
are accompanied by an adult. Tickets will be available on a first-come, first-served
basis from HN Library from the 1 February 2020.    Stephanie Klejdys

SAFARI SUNDAY LUNCH
Following the success of the Safari Suppers over the past
ten years, I’m trying a new venture – a Safari Sunday
Lunch. This will take place on Sunday, 17 May 2020. It
will follow a similar formula to the suppers, and the funds
raised will be split between St Peter’s and Katharine
House.
I’ve had a great response to those who I’ve spoken so
far, and a number of hosts have already come forward. Now, I’d love to hear from
you if you are interested in either hosting or being a guest.
Places will be limited to the number of hosts we get and will be £25 per person,
which includes fizz and canapés to start, a roast lunch and a pudding. If you offer to
host a main course (and I’m thinking moderately costed roasts such as chicken or
pork – not especially looking for expensive beef or lamb dishes!) or a pudding
course, then you’ll pay £20 per person.
I am planning a get-together at the end of the afternoon, where there will be a
quiz, and the winning prize will be £100 – enough to win back the cost of the lunch
for four people!
I've hi-jacked the Safari Supper email address, so please email me at
safarisupper@live.co.uk and let me know whether you are offering to be a host (and
which course) or wish to take part as a guest. At the same time - please make
your payment online directly into Hooky Safari Supper at HSBC, sort code 40-17-
19, account number 11528645. I look forward to hearing from you and if you have
any questions, please email me at the same address.     Kevin Hope
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NEWS FROM THE RECTOR
Away in a manger…...
At Christmas time we think of our family and friends. If they
are far away we might text them, write a letter, send a card,
or phone for a catch-up conversation. That contact, those
words, express something of our love and our desire to be
with them to support and encourage them.
In Jesus, God chose to send his Son to speak his words of
love to us; words that bring forgiveness, counsel, joy,
comfort and peace for whatever we go through. God’s great
love led him from the comfort of the manger to the pain of
the cross; a love strong enough to conquer death and rise
again; a love that isn’t far away in a manger but is with us, close by our side today
and every day.
So this Christmas, as you sing again of Jesus away in a manger, invite Jesus to
speak words that bring you hope. Pray and listen, and God’s love for you can be
known. Christmas is a celebration of the love he has for all!
Come and hear all about it – December is a great month to pop along to a service
or event at St Peter’s. Celebrations to suit everyone, and you are all welcome.
Special Dates include:
A Christingle Service on 1 December at 4pm, with oranges, candles and sweets;
A Christmas Tree Festival on the weekend of 14/15 December with a Pop-Up Market
on the 14th;
St Peter’s Carol Service on Sunday, 22 December at 6.30pm, for which please do
come and join the choir (for more news of the rehearsal schedule please see the
advert in this Hook Norton newsletter);
Crib Service on 24 December, 5pm and Christmas Eve Holy Communion at
11.30pm;
Christmas ‘Birthday’ Celebration on Christmas Day at 10am.
With my grateful thanks to the huge team at St Peter’s and especially to those who
ran the Craft Fayre, those who helped to give Revd Wendy a thank-you from us all
at her final services in October and all who played a part in the Service of
Remembrance. Wishing everyone all the blessings of Christmas.

Rev’d Janet Faull, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk

St Peter’s Church Carol Service Choir
For the Carol Service at St Peter’s Church on Sunday, 22 December at 6.30pm, 

we will be forming a choir to support the service. If you’d like to be in that choir,
you’d be most welcome. Rehearsals will be in the church on:

Saturday, 30 November 4.30–5.30pm
Sunday, 8 December 4.30–5.30pm
Sunday, 15 December 4.30–5.30pm
Saturday, 21 December: possible additional rehearsal
Sunday, 22 December late morning.

For more information please contact Simon Mead (simon@mead-family.org.uk).
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL (FOHNS)
We have a few goodies in store at the
end of the year and into the new year,
with the Christmas fair on 12
December, 3.15–5:30pm; the Kids’
Discos, 9 January; VE Day Village
Fair, 8 May.
We will be selling the new maps of the
village from the first week of December. These will make an excellent Christmas
present, so stay tuned as to where to buy them from. We also have a new set of tea
towels that will soon be arriving. These need ordering asap, please see the school
office about ordering and purchasing.
On Tuesday, 3 December we are holding a Thrifty Tuesday – an excellent way
to declutter and purchase some bargains for the little ones in time for Christmas
and, with the added extras of mulled wine and mince pies, it's not to be missed!

Laura Wyatt, Chair FOHNS

HOOKY ALTERNATIVE RACE FOR LIFE 2019
The 10th Hooky Alternative Race for
Life took place on Sunday, 6 October,
with yet another amazing turnout of
pink runners, raising money for
Cancer Research UK. The list of
winners is on the Facebook page,
along with over 400 fabulous photos
(thank you Bethan). Hi-res copies of
the photos are available for a
donation of £2 to CRUK, which can be
made on the Just Giving page
www.JustGiving.com/HARFL10 – just
email me and let me know which
photo(s) you’d like.
The highlight of the race this year was
Super Ru’s sprint finish – what a
testament to this little boy’s courage
and determination 😊
Once again, a huge thank you to The
Sun Inn for hosting the post-race
party – and to everyone who
supported and took part in the race.
Our wonderful community has helped
to raise over £2,000 for Cancer
Research UK, bringing the total raised
since the first race 10 years ago to
over £15,800!!

If any of you would like to get involved in our fund-raising activities for CRUK,
please do contact me via email or phone.

Gill Begnor, 07855 807005, gillbegnor@live.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LAND TRUST
Hook Norton Community Land Trust has been
formally established as the legal body that will take
the community housing project forward to
completion. We are delighted that several members
of the community with a broad range of experience
and interests were excited to become new board
members. We are also pleased to welcome to the
board, Justin Bere Architects and Fiona Brown from
the Community Housing Hub, and the project will be
fortunate to benefit from their different areas of
specialist expertise and support. We are lucky to
have such a strong and vibrant community with so
many local people who are passionate about their environment and care enough to
give their time.
We submitted a pre-planning application to Cherwell District Planning Department,
based on concept designs drawn up by Charlie Luxton Design, with input from
members of the community, and await the outcome and planning advice.
Now that the Feasibility Study part of the process is complete, we have tendered for
the Architect, or Design practice, that will work with the community to develop the
project to a full planning application in the new year. The tendering process was
very competitive and the Hook Norton Community Land Trust board selected Charlie
Luxton Design as the team to collaborate with the community to determine the
layout of the site and the design of the homes.
By the time you read this month’s newsletter, we will have held our next community
consultation which is planned to be interactive, with scale-models of buildings and
trees that can be moved around a large ground plan of the site. It will be fun to get
our hands on the house models and try things out to shape the design.
We are also planning a bus trip for the community members interested in living in
the homes to have a look at other community-led housing projects in Cambridge
and Bristol. It will be great to experience what positive sustainable communities feel
like to live in and hopefully be a good day out.
We have secured grant funding for this part of the project, and plan to launch a
community share-offer in partnership with the Low Carbon Hub next spring. Another
piece of good news is that we heard recently that we have been granted Secretary
of State approval for the land transfer for the project from Cherwell District Council
to the Community Land Trust (subject to meeting certain conditions).
Following an intense period of consultation in November and December with the
community and Charlie Luxton Design, we will exhibit the results to the whole Hook
Norton Community in the new year, before the full planning application, and look
forward to your thoughts and comments.

Please contact me if you are interested in living in one of the homes or if you would
like more information.

Cathy Ryan, Community Engagement Project Manager,
catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org
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HOOK NORTON GIRLGUIDING
This term has started well, with all units working on the new programme with the
girls; lots of great activities for them to take part in. All the Girlguiding units are in
the process of sorting out their Christmas tree for the festival in December – please
check out their trees when you are there.
Rainbows have had a busy term! Some of the highlights include a visit from Dogs
for Good, a session doing robot coding and a visit to Morrison's in Banbury, where
the girls had a tour and decorated biscuits. The girls are looking forward to the run-
up to Christmas when they will be
decorating a tree for the Christmas tree
festival and having a festive party with
the Brownies.
Brownies have covered quite a bit of
the new programme, using the
Celebrate Skill builder to help gain
ideas for the Christmas party! They had
a visit from the organiser of the 'Hook
Norton Alternative Race for Life' to
encourage the girls and families to take
part, and carry out a coin tower
building world challenge. They
celebrated the season of autumn and
Diwali. They are visiting the local fire
station and learning how to strike a
match correctly, and most importantly
how to extinguish and dispose of it!
Guides have had a very exiting term: in
October, they had a coach trip with 100
other guides from the division to
Sheffield Arena for the Big Gig concert,
which I attended with them. Always a
great hit and such fun for all to attend,
with a total of eight acts singing 24
songs between them, including Fleur East and Rak-Su! Casper Lee was the compere
– lots of noise and excitement! A group of 13 girls and two leaders had an exciting
trip to Supanova 2019 at the beginning of November – report written by Sue
Monelle and Lynne McArdle: ‘We have just come back from Caythorpe Court,
Grantham PGL, attending Supanova 2019. What a fantastic weekend we had. The
girls enjoyed the big swing, fencing, orienteering, trapeze and the vertical
challenge, along with exploring space. Despite the weather, the girls enjoyed
everything that was organised for them and made lots of new friends at the same
time.’ I would like to add that there were only two guide units from Oxfordshire who
attended this Regional event – well done Sue and Lynne for giving these girls such a
wonderful experience.
Senior Section have started this term with a small group of girls who have moved
up from Guides – the last group of 8 all moved on to further education and
university – we hope that some of them will continue with Girlguiding wherever they
have ended up! Planning the term and starting with string printing and craft was a
good start with lots of fun things ahead of them.
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I know I speak for all the leaders of the uniformed groups in Hook Norton to say
how proud we were of them at Remembrance Parade and the Service – wow! They
were so well behaved, spoke and sang beautifully and promoted Girlguiding and
Scouting to their best. Thank you for all the positive comments we received after
the service – it is very much appreciated. Many thanks also to all the volunteer
leaders who gave up their Sunday morning to accompany the young people. As
much as it demands time, we all find it so worthwhile working with the young
people – you certainly get out of it what you put in. If you are interested in doing
any voluntary work, please do get in touch with me (or Rupert, for the boys –
please see Rupert’s notes in the following paragraph). It is good to see some young
DofE volunteers supporting the units from the local schools.

Message to support the boys’ unit in
the village: What a fantastic spectacle
to see all the uniformed groups take
part in the parade and service on
Remembrance Day. You may have
noticed there was no Cub pack this
year. Sadly, due to lack of leaders,
Cubs is currently on hold. It would be
great to see them back next year if
we could have some leaders come
forward. They will be fully supported
by the leaders of the other groups to
get the pack up and running again,
we have an experienced team
between us and can help in every
aspect of the administration of the
group. It’s a very rewarding
experience for anyone that has the
enthusiasm to run sessions once a

week; anyone who can help should message Rupert Holdsworth
at hooknortonbeavers@gmail.com

Julie Wood, on behalf of Hook Norton Girlguiding, swerevalleydc@gmail.com

365 DAYS IN CLAY
Thank you to all of you who came to the preview
evening of this exhibition at the Burford Garden
Company in September. As a family, we were so
touched by your interest and concern following Russell's
recent diagnosis with Prostate cancer, and amazed at
your generosity in buying some pottery to mark the
occasion.
The exhibition continues… Russell has already made and
delivered 325 of the promised pieces and the final 40
are in progress. There is the promise of something
different in view of the up-coming Christmas season.
Just to remind you that it is possible to buy a pot with a
relevant special date or number for yourself or a loved
one. And of course you will be supporting the work of
Prostate Cancer UK, as well.

Janet Collins
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Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV

See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation

or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
for availability and price list.

The outside facilities in both villas
are superb.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,

sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
     mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the

outdoor kitchen. Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
carolinecatling@btconnect.com

Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

10% Discount
Voucher

Check our web site for 
availability and booking.

www.luxuryvillasjavea.com

SSti
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LIBRARY NEWS
Opening Hours: Monday: 2–7pm  Friday:  2–5pm
    Wednesday: 2–5pm  Saturday: 9.30am–12.30pm
What’s on at Hook Norton Library:
18 December: Family History Helpdesk from 2.00pm.
Book your free 1–1 session. Drop-in slots available from 3.45–4.30pm
Free 1–1 digital helper sessions at Hook Norton Library. If you’d like help getting
started with computers or want to get more out of your digital devices, please
contact the library for more details/to make a booking. Use library computers or
bring you own laptop/tablet.
Bus passes: we can help with new applications and lost bus passes.
Knit & Natter: When the Reading Room renovations are completed we want to
start Knit & Natter sessions every other week in the Library Reading Room. Bring
your knitting or other crafting activity and meet for a chat and hot drink. If you’re
interested, drop into the library to sign up and let us know which days suit you best.
Summer Reading Challenge 2019 was a huge success, with record numbers of
children completing the challenge. When the Friends of Hook Norton Library, the
volunteer team and I started our new roles in 2014, we started mid-way through
the Summer Reading Challenge and 67 children completed the challenge. This year,
151 children completed the challenge, so well done to all the children who read six
books over the summer. It’s an achievement that takes time and commitment.
I also want to thank the library volunteer team, who support me during the busy
summer months with the promotion of reading to these important junior readers.
Renovations to the Library and Reading Room: Many of you will have noticed the
scaffolding at the library over recent weeks. This was to facilitate necessary
structural work to reinforce the window arches in the main library and Reading
Room. We are hoping the renovations will be completed very soon. Once finished,
the Friends of Hook Norton Library have kindly agreed to pay for the redecoration
and refurbishment of the Reading Room. This will provide a lovely space in which to
hold events or simply to go and sit quietly. When all the work is complete, we will
be holding a grand opening and everyone is welcome.

Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager,
737793, hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

I am currently reading ‘10 Minutes, 38 Seconds in this Strange World’ by Elif Shafak

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
July:  £100 B Acreman, £25 H Fraser, £25 E Wilkowski
August:  £100 K McCall McCowan, £25 H Fraser, £25 J Wilkowski
September: £100 J McCormick, £25 D and J McGill, £25 A Rose
October: £100 Lady S Wright, £25 J Bruton, £25 M Taylor

Mark Taylor, 730089

STOUR SINGERS CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Please note that the concert that was planned for Saturday, 14 December is
CANCELLED, due to the ill health of Richard Emms, founder and director.

Yvonne Ridley, Coordinator, 01789 269587
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers

MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton

Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.

Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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SEEKING A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
We are all daily being reminded of the impact of our unsustainable use of the
world’s resources. Whilst we cannot continue our own addiction to growth if it
means the exploitation and depletion of what we most depend upon, we do each
have the power to more consciously guide our future choices.
The idea that sustainability of energy and resources affects us in the most intimate
way is less understood
in the developed
world.

In our daily life we’re
encouraged to let our
consciousness flow
outwardly, connecting
through our senses
with the world around
us.

It’s where we find
engagement,
excitement,
stimulation and look
for reward and
meaning, as well as
the opposite.

It’s what drives us to
seek for reward and
meaning through the material and this feeds our addictions and throws our inner
compass off course.

Our collective lack of awareness and loss of connection with our intuition has led us
to fail to recognise what’s there to be seen. So how do we support and grow back
what we have lost?

When we learn to direct our flow of consciousness inwardly, we realise the human
mind and body are a rich landscape ripe for discovery.

Coming to understand ourselves beyond our outward physical shape and form
enables us to connect with taking responsibility for our own resources: our own
energetic life force. Like any landscape, once discovered it is there for plundering or
respecting and revering.

This is what we practice in yoga… creating an energetic balance within ourselves
that is dynamic, sustainable and deeply caring, rather than striving or forcing our
minds and bodies in an outward way that is completely at odds with our true
nature… and leads to so much lack of ease in our lives. What we then learn within
ourselves becomes the mirror for a more balanced relationship with the outer
world… and so, as we learn to harness our own resources, we understand at an
essential level our collective responsibility to harness the earth sustainably for the
good of all.

Sarah Haden and Hugh Poulton, hugh@yogaunlimited.co.uk,       @sukhitayoga
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Matches
At the time of writing, the results of the floodlit
Banbury league matches were: A team 2nd in Div 1; B
team 6th in Div 2 (not yet having played a match); C
team 2nd in Div 3.
Junior coaching sessions
Coaching Programme: until Saturday 14 December
The coaching timetable is as follows:
Tuesdays: Tots (3-5 years), Tots 1, 4.30–5pm; £3/session

Mini Red (5-8 years), Mini Red 1, 5-6pm; £6/session
Thursdays: Mini Orange (8-9 years), 4.30-5.30pm; £6/session
Fridays:  Junior (11+), Junior 1, 5-6pm; £6/session
   Junior (11+), Junior 2, 6-7pm; £6/session
Saturdays: Tots (3-5 years), Tots 2, 9-9.30am; £3/session
   Mini Red (5-8 years) Mini Red 2, 9.30-10.30am; £6/session

Mini Green 1 (10 years), Mini Green 1, 10.30-11.30am; £6/session
Junior (11+), Junior 3, 11.30 am-12.30 pm; £6/session

There is also a junior membership fee to pay
which costs £20 per year (April to March).
This is a separate payment made payable to
the Hook Norton Tennis Club. Contact Marc
Gilkes for further details.

We are still in need
of more female
players!
Events
The mixed doubles
tournament on
Saturday, 19 October
was won by Jill
Burger and Ross
Macrae (see picture).
A very enjoyable
Halloween dinner
was held on 26
October to celebrate
our successes in the
summer season.

Elaine Priestley

Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 /
baselinecoaching@outlook.com. To play in a team or for more information contact
Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons@me.com or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hooknortontennis.com
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HOOKY’S LIVE WALK-AROUND ADVENT CALENDAR
This year we are feeling really festive and, therefore, producing a Walk-Around
Village Calendar! It’s just like a normal Advent Calendar, but the windows of actual
homes will reveal a Christmas-themed scene.

Beforehand, the windows will be sealed – only showing their display on the reveal
day. Each window will also have a letter; collect all the letters in order and they will
reveal a short sentence.

Complete the sentence, and be in with the chance of winning a prize! Tickets for the
sentence-buster cost just £2.

To save trawling the streets in the cold, we are giving you the dates and locations of
the reveals. Each property will reveal their displays on the dates given, at roughly
4pm, when it first gets dark, and will remain open until hopefully the new year.

Please be ultra-careful when walking around looking at the displays; the village
doesn’t have many street lights in some areas, and we want you to have a safe and
joyous Christmas!

If you're unsure of the village – or simply wish to just purchase a copy of the new
village map – what a great excuse! Please contact the FOHNS Facebook page or
email Laura on wyattific@gmail.com to purchase.

So, the Advent Homes…

1st Garret House, High Street  13th 13 Beavington Close

2nd 58 Goldings Road    14th Derelict building adjacent to

Laburnum, Queen Street

3rd The Hollies, East End   15th Burycroft House, Burycroft Road

4th Farfield, 9 Sibford Rd   16th Low Beams, Queen Street

5th Old Post Office, Chapel Street 17th Bridge House Cottage, Brick Hill

6th Croft House, Burycroft Road 18th The Thatch, High Street

The brass band are playing during the
evening outside of the Sun Inn

7th 48 The Bourne     19th Falcons Nest, Park Road

8th The Old Manse, Netting Street 20th Farthings, High Street

9th The Gables, Sibford Rd   21st Southcroft House, Southrop Rd

10th The Old Bell Inn, High Street 22nd 35 Goldings Rd

11th Salfords, East End    23rd 25 The Bourne

12th Brookmere, 10 Sibford Rd   24th St Peter's Church

 School Christmas Fair, 3.15–5.30pm

Laura Wyatt, Judith Bassett and Annie Hollingdale
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BENEFITS OF RESISTANCE TRAINING FOR OLDER PEOPLE

NHS guidelines advise for Over 65’s:
150 minutes of moderate aerobic activity such as walking or cycling.
2 or more days Strength exercising a week.
ARE YOU?
Being functionally independent is a major factor in our quality of life. Unfortunately,
as we age muscle mass and strength decreases by 1.5% in our 50’s and up to 3%
annually after you reach your 60’s. Bone density also drops as we age, particularly
in women. A drop in bone strength can subsequently increase your risk of
osteoporosis. This in turn causes fragility and significantly increases the risk of falls,
thus ultimately resulting in loss of independence and a change in the way we live
our lives.
So how can we prevent this?
Along with increasing our aerobic activity we could also undergo a programme of
resistance training working all the major muscle groups on 2 or more days a week.
This has been shown to combat age related muscle loss and bone density and
increase muscle mass which then supports functional independence.
Other benefits are:

�� Improved mobility and reduced risk of falls and fractures
�� Enhanced ability to perform everyday activities, and also leisure pursuits,

such as playing golf and badminton to playing with the grandchildren
�� Reduction in age-related bone mineral loss and maintenance of muscle

tissue
�� Reduced risk of diabetes and prevention of obesity.

These are just to name a few!
If you would like to add some resistance training into your life but are unsure of
where to start or would like some advice please contact me; I am located in Hook
Norton with my own private studio.

Sarah Marshall, 07973 877014, info@marshallpt.co.uk
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DECEMBER/JANUARY VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS

Monday 9:30 AM Butterfly music (0-4 yo, term-time only) Primary School
Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 10:00 AM Still Waters Cafe Baptist Hall
Wednesday 10:30 AM Daytime Zumba Sports & Social Club
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Wednesday 7:30 PM Hooky Singers Primary School
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 10:00 AM Stay and Play Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 7:30 PM Thrift Club Pear Tree Inn
Friday 9:30 PM Meat Raffle Pear Tree Inn
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 5:00 PM Live music night Sun Inn
Sunday 8:30 PM Quiz night Pear Tree Inn

SPECIFIC EVENTS - DECEMBER
Date Day Time Event Location
01 Sunday 16:00 Christingle Service St Peter's
01 Sunday 16:00 Baptist Tales Baptist Hall/Church
02 Monday 12:00 HN Lunch Club Baptist Hall
03 Tuesday 19:00 Thrifty Tuesday Sale Primary School
03 Tuesday 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Hall
05 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
06 Friday 13:30 Christmas Tea and Nativity Primary School
07 Saturday 12:00 Christmas Market The Sun Inn
07 Saturday 19:00 Hooky Movie Nights - SHOPLIFTERS Memorial Hall
07 Saturday 19:30 Christmas Concert by Hook Norton Brass Band St Peter's
09 Monday 19:30 Hook Norton Lunar Society The Sun Inn Back Room
11 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
11 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
12 Thursday 07:00 General Election Memorial Hall
12 Thursday 15:15 FoHNS Christmas Fair Primary School
12 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
14 Saturday 09:00 Pop-up Market & Christmas Tree Festival St Peter's
14 Saturday 12:00 Christmas Market, Santa's Grotto & Kids Disco The Gate Hangs High
15 Sunday 12:00 Christmas Tree Festival St Peter's
17 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
18 Wednesday 14:30 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
18 Wednesday 18:30 Hooky Singers Festive Carols Beanacre/The Grange/The Bourne etc
18 Wednesday 19:00 Curry Night at the Gate The Gate Hangs High
19 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
20 Friday Christmas School Holidays
20 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
22 Sunday 10:30 Baptist Family Carol Service Baptist Church
22 Sunday 17:00 Carol Singing with the Brass Band Sun Inn (outside)
22 Sunday 18:30 Carol Service St Peter's
24 Tuesday 17:00 Crib Service St Peter's
24 Tuesday 23:30 Christmas Eve Communion St Peter's
25 Wednesday Christmas Day
25 Wednesday 10:00 Christmas "Birthday" Celebration St Peter's
26 Thursday Boxing Day Bank Holiday
28 Saturday 20:30 NYE Countdown party The Gate Hangs High
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - JANUARY

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if
possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council
issues. Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council
charges for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths,
wall units, sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of
charges at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste

Date Day Time Event Location
01 Wednesday New Year's Day Bank Holiday
02 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
04 Saturday 19:00 Hooky Movie Nights - EMBRACE OF THE SERPENT Memorial Hall
06 Monday 12:00 HN Lunch Club Baptist Hall
07 Tuesday 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Hall
08 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
08 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
09 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
13 Monday 19:30 Hook Norton Lunar Society The Sun Inn Back Room
15 Wednesday 14:30 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
16 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
17 Friday Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
17 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
18 Saturday 19:00 Hooky Movie Nights - CAPERNAUM Memorial Hall
21 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
22 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
30 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
30 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
30 Thursday 19:30 Hooky Players Get Together The Sun Inn
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HOOKY CARES – A CALL FOR HELP PLEASE
Hooky Neighbours is a village
charity that provides neighbourly
support to anyone that asks. As word
spreads, we have been helping more
and more members of our village,
both young(ish) and old.

Our gang of volunteers has also
grown, and this includes a group of
students from Chipping Norton
School. The students are an important
and unique element of our charity;
they help with both the volunteering
and running of the charity. Over the
past year, we have helped in a variety
of ways, picking up
shopping/prescriptions, meeting for
coffee and most commonly lifts to
shops, doctors and hospital.

Some people require regular help and support, and it is our aim to provide these
people with a support network of volunteers. It is surprising how many people in
the village manage to just cope, and it is our aim to help make their lives a little
easier and sometimes more fun. One of the most rewarding parts of volunteering
with Hooky Neighbours is making someone smile and laugh whilst doing something
helpful and that makes a difference. Although we have advertised our charity
around the village, we need help in reaching those people that would benefit
from either a lift (to the supermarket, doctors or hospital) or just someone popping
round for a cup of tea etc. If you know of someone, please encourage them to give
us a call.

However, to help everyone, and give them the support they need, we also need
volunteers. Do you – or someone you know – have time to volunteer? We operate
through a WhatsApp group where requests for help are listed and you can decide
what you could help with; there is no pressure. We are really looking for people
that could offer lifts to the Banbury and Oxford hospitals, and supermarkets. Also
anyone that has experience working with older or vulnerable people – if you can
only help once a month it makes a huge difference to us.

Please let us know if you can lend a hand,

by calling 07930 483927

or emailing hookyneighbours@gmail.com

or just saying hello to one of us in the street.

And finally… a big thank you to our volunteers, who do an amazing job and help
us to say yes to the requests for help, and to the Safari Dinner and Hooky Beer
Festival for your support, with both generous donations and raising awareness of
Hooky Neighbours. Best wishes.

Michelle Dix and Paul Cann, for Hooky Neighbours
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HOOKY PLAYERS
Hooky Players were
lucky enough to be one
of the many recipients of
the generosity of the
Hooky Beer Festival
during a recent meeting
at the Brewery, where
the proceeds of this
year’s Beer Festival were
distributed to charities
and other local
organisations. We really
appreciate the Beer
Festival’s support, and
are very pleased to get
this donation, which will
help us to continue to
put on quality
performances in our
village.
Hooky Players would like
to announce the winner
of the recent poster
competition. Talented
artist, Alicia Roma
Babbini-Baker, aged 15,
from Warriner School,
sent in this fabulous
poster. Well done to
Alicia who wins four
tickets to see the show
in April.        Karen Smith, karen2002smith@gmail.com

Part-time Administrator
To support the four churches of the Hook Norton Benefice. 

Might you be our next experienced and skilled administrator to provide flexible 
part-time support? The purpose of the role is to supervise and facilitate the day-to-
day administrative operations of the two parishes, in close co-operation with the 
Rector, Ministry Team and the Officers of the four churches. This is a part-time, 
self-employed post – with a ceiling of 10 hours per week; paid at £10 per hour. An 
Occupational Requirement exists for the post-holder to be a practicing Christian in 
accordance with the Equality Act 2010. An enhanced DBS Disclosure will be 
required for the applicant.
For a copy of the full job and person specification or to find out more about the role 
please contact 

Sarah Durham (07775 786104 or adminvacancy@waggler.globalnet.co.uk)
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SAFARI SUPPER 2019
On a balmy September Saturday, 102 people took part in the
2019 Safari Supper. This year we welcomed 28 people on their
first safari, with some of those being first-time hosts.
We started at The Sun with a glass or two of bubbly, and enjoyed
the delicious canapés which were provided by the Sun’s kitchen! Then everyone
headed off to 12 main-course hosts, before moving on to 12 dessert-course homes.
Most people made it back to the Sun for a nightcap, well several actually – and we
hear tell of a number of fragile heads on Sunday morning.
We have received so much positive feedback that everyone thoroughly enjoyed the
evening, which is 50% of the reason we do it. The other 50% is about fund raising
for local causes. We are delighted to announce that this year’s proceeds of £1700
were split as follows:

�� £200 to the Hooky Neighbours initiative
�� £750 to Hook Norton Primary School
�� £750 to St Peter’s Church

Finally, a huge thank you to everyone for making this event such a success – hosts
and guest alike. Believe it or not, some people have already registered their interest
in the next Safari Supper, which is likely to be in May or June 2021! If you want to
do the same, email us on safarisupper@live.co.uk
In the meantime, a spin-off event is being organised for next May – a Safari Sunday
Lunch. Look out for the article in this newsletter.
The Safari Supper Team (Becky Robertson, David Cooper, Jo Green, Kevin Hope)

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Good news at last. Many of you will have noticed the scaffolding up around the
Library in recent months. This was needed as a result of a corner-stone falling from
the window in the Reading Room, through the false ceiling and onto the floor,
bringing with it a lot of ancient dust and rubble, along with worries about the whole
fabric of the building.
Since then, our Library Manager has had to cope with restricted space and a lot of
mess. There was a long wait before any repairs began, while surveys were carried
out, risks assessed and, eventually, the work started.
I am pleased to announce that we are now in the final stages of renovating and
redecorating the room, which will be open again soon. The repairs have been a
collaboration between OCC and the Friends of the Library, managed and organised
by our wonderful Library Manager, Karen Seymour, who has used her persuasive
skill to ensure that the room has not just been repaired but significantly improved.
As I write this, the renovations are almost complete. Builders employed by OCC
have finished all the structural repairs, removing the false ceiling and exposing the
beams and the whole of the gable-end window. The FOHNCL trustees have agreed
to fund the decorating of the lower levels, as well as the creation of a separate door
into the Reading Room, making the space a lot cosier. We will also be re-carpeting
and refurnishing the room, making good use of some of our reserve funds.
In the near future, we will be holding an ‘opening ceremony’, to which you will all be
invited. The date will be advertised as soon as possible.

Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary
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DECEMBER QUIZ
A Christmas quiz which asks you to solve a set of riddles, to find 11 letters for you
to rearrange into a well-known seasonal phrase. It is intended to be a fund-raiser
for St Peter’s, so why not enter for a chance to win a cash prize? Simply print your
name and details at the bottom of the page, tear it out and place it into an envelope
marked ‘QUIZ’, along with £2, and drop it into the St Peter’s donations box (on the
wall just inside church on the right) by 4 January (or do it now, while it’s fresh in
your mind �). The winner will receive 50% of the money collected, and will be
announced in the February newsletter. Good luck – and happy Christmas.

Kevin Hope

See me twice in Ladies Dancing; but not at all in Golden Rings ________
I’m in both Donner and Dancer though not in Comet or Prancer ________
I feature in Aladdin but not Sleeping Beauty ________
King Wenceslas has two of me, but the Merry Gentlemen have none ________
You’ll find me in Scrooge; but not the Spirit of Christmas Present ________
Saint Nicholas has two of me; however Santa Claus has none   ________
I’m in Tinsel; but you won’t find me in Decorations ________
I appear 3 times in Dick Whittington but only once in Mother Goose ________
I’m in Silent Night yet can’t be found in Hark the Herald Angels ________
O Tannenbaum has three of me, but The Christmas Tree has none  ________
You’ll find me in both Manger and Magi but in neither Mary nor Messiah ________

Shuffle the letters to find a well-known seasonal phrase:  _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _  _  _  _

Name ………………………………………………  Telephone number ……………………………………

Address   …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO EDIT THE HOOKY NEWS?
After six years doing a sterling job as copy editor, David
Jones has decided to move on in 2020.  David arrived at
the newsletter at the same time as I did and has done a
terrific job creating incisive, accurate and consistent copy in
each newsletter as well as playing a major role in ensuring
the accuracy of the data in the Mappa Hooky.
The time commitment varies but mainly consists, in the
month before an edition, of from zero to 30 minutes a day
for two weeks and about a day of work in the third week.  The main tasks are
sending and receiving emails to gather copy, possibly liaising with contributors
about any changes to their copy, extracting that copy and then collating it into a
consistently formatted copy document which is then sent to me as layout editor.
The main skills required are a love of words, good email skills, extracting
attachments from emails, and competent document editing skills in order to be
able to collate and reformat those words and images into a Microsoft Word
document.  There is also some small amount of Microsoft Excel work involved in
preparing the diary.  Hopefully nothing too onerous in this digital world in which
we live!
Also, if you’ve ever wanted to find out more about what goes on in our vibrant
village, then this is definitely the job for you.  You’ll be an expert, you’ll be able to
have Hooky activities as your specialist Mastermind subject!
He'll be a hard act to follow but if you’d like to have a go at being copy editor
please contact me at kmccormick50@hotmail.co.uk.   John McCormick


