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THE BEST PLACE IN
HOOKY
You may remember that I wrote here
a few months ago asking if any of our
readers had experience of designing
or commissioning maps.
Imagine my delight when I got an
email from Ben Hill, who has lived in
the village for many years and, before
his retirement, was managing director
of a cartography company after an
entire career designing maps!
With Ben’s leadership, our plans to
develop a new map of Hooky are
progressing.
We hope to develop something that is
not only useful (If you want to
complain to the editor, where exactly
is ‘High Wiend’?), but also an
attractive snapshot of the village as it
enters the 2020s – twenty years on
from what are now fading memories,
captured at that time in The
Millennium Book.
A map portrays the current layout and
boundaries of the village, but we also
want to include some words and
images that capture ‘the way we are
now’.
What do the new parts of the village look like? How have our old buildings been
developed and updated? Where are your favourite quiet corners or byways that
others might overlook? In short: where is the best place in Hooky?
Could you send me a photograph, or a digital copy of a painting, illustration or
drawing, (or more than one!) of some part of the village that, for you, sums up the
best of our times and our place: a street scene or a gargoyle; a green-lane or a bus
queue; a thatched roof or a PV panel; the school pick-up or the Amazon delivery?
If you could also send a very few words – a couple of sentences at most –
describing why you think the image is significant, that would be even better. If we
are flooded with pictures and not able to use them all in the limited space available,
so much the better – we will feature them in future newsletters. By sending them to
me, we will assume (unless you say otherwise) that we have your permission to
reproduce and distribute them.
Please overwhelm me with your pictures and help us to create a memento of our
times.
Thank you to Jem Hayward for the cover photo in this edition.

David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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HOOKY ROMAN FINDS ‘REGIONALLY IMPORTANT’
Our readers may recall the centre-spread from last December where we described
some of the Roman finds from the Scholars’ Gate site near the school. We have
recently received the Phase 2 report from Oxford Archaeology (OA) that provides
much more detail about the site and what they found.
John Boothroyd from OA said, ‘The site turned out to be more interesting than we
expected. We were expecting a multi-phase trackway but the excavation revealed
the trackway was overlain by Roman domestic
activity, including the remains of stone buildings, a
cobbled surface and evidence of grain processing.’
Highlights of the OA report were confirmation of
site occupation over a period of nearly 500 years
(maybe 200 BCE–275 CE), starting from the Iron
Age through to the late Roman period, with the
most significant and widespread occupation
occurring during the period 250–300 CE.
Of the ten burials uncovered during Phase 2,
another two were decapitated, which OA said is an
unusually high percentage, the two decapitated
burials were the only ones in stone lined coffins.
There was also a cremation burial.
OA found three buildings, a 2nd–3rd century
coin, and 1,244 shards of pottery weighing
almost 120kg, over half of which were dated
to the latest stage of occupation (the late
Roman period).
This site potentially indicates a substantial
estate of buildings, with evidence of
agricultural processing using a corn-drying
device (see right), which may indicate a
reasonable population or a market.
The burials ranged in age from mid Iron Age
(three burials) to the late Roman
period (seven burials). The late
Roman burials (see partial layout
diagram) consisted of five adults, one
teenager, and one baby.
OA said the site was most likely
initially a relatively low status rural
settlement but that it may have
developed in the late Roman era into a
settlement with increased regional
importance.
It is becoming clear that this
excavation is bringing to light a large amount of new information into a geographic
area where there has not previously been much archaeological data, hence its
importance. Further proof that Hooky has been an important and interesting place
for a long time!            John McCormick
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NEWS FROM ST PETER’S
You may well have noticed that the lights are on in the
Rectory again!
Janet and Martin have moved in and will be formally
welcomed to the four villages that Janet will serve at a
service on Wednesday, 22 May, at 7.30pm, when Bishop
Colin will be joining us. She will be welcomed formally by
members of both Church and village organisations, as well as
her colleagues from the wider Deanery. Her first service will
be on Sunday, 26 May at 10am, in St Peter’s. Please keep
the whole family in your thoughts and prayers at this special
time.
Looking back… Our Easter services were well attended, with a lot of visitors. Please
join us again! Looking back even further… Before Christmas we held a Christingle in
aid of the Children’s Society. I
have just heard that those
services, nationwide, raised
£1.3 million which will go to
help children and young
people. Thank you for your
support and generosity.
Our Faith, Justice and
Reconciliation course has been
well received, and given people
an opportunity to ask
questions on this important
aspect of our lives. It has been
good to use the now
refurbished Norman Matthews
Hall for these meetings. So I
remind you that it is available
for hire for personal as well as
community events. We are
usually happy to lend our
catering equipment, BUT
PLEASE WILL YOU ASK FIRST
AND NOT JUST HELP
YOURSELF!! Recently this has
caused concern. There is a
book for folk to sign for
whatever they are borrowing,
but check with a Church
Warden first, please.
Looking forward… You are
most welcome to our
Ascension Morning Service at 7.30am, followed by breakfast; also our St Peter’s
Day Service, at 10am on Sunday, 30 June.

Janet Collins LLM
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CALLING INSULIN DEPENDENT DIABETICS
…in the Hook Norton area
I have been an insulin dependent diabetic since my late teens, and have now had
the condition for 40 years. There are no other diabetics in my family, and I have
found over the years that I have met very few insulin dependent diabetics with
whom I could share my issues/problems. Although I have been most grateful for all
the medical support I have received over the years from the professionals, I have
never been offered any sort of emotional support and have certainly needed this at
various times in my life.
I would love to share experiences with other insulin dependent diabetics so that we
could become a network of support to each other. We can all be given advice by the
professionals on what to do, but the reality of living with the condition can
sometimes be very different.
I thought we could discuss such things as: travelling; dealing with sickness; foot
issues; eating out; work issues; home cooking, and any great recipes you might
have; getting the right health care treatment. Very open to any suggestions you
might want to discuss each month (although frequency of meetings can be decided
when we get together). No medical advice would be discussed at these meetings.
I really hope we can get together and share our experiences. Please call or email
me.

Kay Lilley, 07585 601749, kandy228wend@hotmail.co.uk

HOOK NORTON GIRLGUIDING
After a number of exciting visits and activities, the Rainbows concluded the spring
term with an Easter craft session and egg hunt. We have now returned for our
summer term, and have welcomed four new Rainbows. The girls are all looking
forward to the events we have planned this term, including sessions on cricket skills
and gardening, and a visit to the fire station – always a favourite!
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Senior Section had a busy evening on their annual
village litterpick and clean-up of the village at the beginning of May. Lots of cleaning
the street signs, clearing the flower-beds and litterpicking took place with all the
units. Once again, we found that there was little litter to pick up – thank you
everyone for being so conscientious.
All units are looking forward to the summer term, getting the girls to take part in
out-of-doors activities. Guides and Senior Section are also looking forward to the
division camp, which is taking place in June, with eight other units from the Banbury
area. We are hoping that the weather is kind to us, so that they can do lots of lovely
activities out-of-doors, with other girls from the area. We will be able to report on
that in the next edition of the newsletter.
If you are new to the village or you have daughters who would be interested in
joining one of the Guiding groups in the village, please do contact me. Likewise, if
you as an adult, would like to do some volunteering, with any of the sections, please
do get in touch. We have a great support network in Hook Norton and would
welcome new people to join the Guiding team.

Julie Wood, Swere Valley District Commissioner, swerevalleydc@gmail.com
On behalf of Girlguiding Hook Norton
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
Good News – ‘Hook Norton is a Safe
village’
Following the recent CPR public awareness
events in our village and beyond, we
thought we would follow up with some
information shared by our leadership team
at SCAS. Back in March this year, the BBC
aired a report on ambulance response
times which, at face value, was worrying for all. However further investigation by
Mark Ainsworth, Director of Operations at South Central Ambulance Service NHS
Foundation Trust (SCAS), proved that across the area served by SCAS the statistics
provided were somewhat skewed. In his response he pointed out that:
 ‘SCAS has invested heavily in training and equipping military co-responders and fire
service responders, as well as community first responders, to help deliver a high
quality, responsive service to category one patients in rural areas that are further
away from our ambulance stations, hospitals and standby points. Having access to
such volunteers and co-responders means that early, life-saving treatment can
commence on many patients whilst our ambulance is en-route.
Since April 2016, SCAS has had the highest survival rate of all English ambulance
trusts for patients leaving hospital after suffering a cardiac arrest; the survival rate
in the South-Central region between April 2016 and September 2018 is just under
14%, against an England average of just under 9%.
The BBC Freedom of Information figures (FOI) have shown that the average
response time in England in rural areas is 11:26 minutes – 35 of the 43 rural
postcodes in the South-Central region highlighted in the BBC FOI figures have an
average response time below this. Of the eight that have a higher average response
time, five of these (in Hampshire) all have low numbers of patients (under 50) which
the BBC’s own report has flagged as skewing the average due to the low volume of
calls and therefore should not be treated as robust data.’
With this robust resource provided to our village, together with the amazing interest
and support from the community in getting to know more about how to ‘save a life’,
whilst not forgetting our remarkable public defibrillator resource, Hook Norton is
truly a ‘Safe’ village and community in which to live.
Update News
The Hook Norton CFR’s attended a total of 20 calls to patients during March and
April.
We will be attending both Music at The Crossroads and the Beer Festival this year.
We will have the training equipment with us, so anyone wanting to know more
about CPR or for those who would like to brush up their skills, we’d love to see you.
Your support for these events, and that that you have shown us, is greatly
appreciated, thank you.

Christopher Fry

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
March: £100: D and J McGill / £25: C Rose / £25: M Powell
April: £100: P Powell / £25: T Wright / £25: B Acreman

Mark Taylor, 730089
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON BIG VEGGIE LUNCH
Sunday 9 June at Hooky Primary School.
1-5pm, with lunch from 1.30 onwards.
EVERYONE is invited.
Please bring a vegetarian or vegan dish to
share if you can – but don’t worry if that’s
not possible, come anyway as there should
be enough to go round. Please label food
for allergies such as dairy, gluten, seeds
and please, NO NUTS as the school is a NUT-FREE ENVIRONMENT.
We’re hoping for a dry sunny day so we can get together, share food & drinks and
have fun. If it rains we will be in the school hall and under well placed gazebos.
Bring a picnic rug or folding chair. There’ll be veggie and vegan cooking
demonstrations from talented local chefs, Peter Joyner and Diana Henderson, with
recipes that will be easy to cook at home.
Enter a NATURE themed cake in the GREAT HOOKY CAKE OFF with a chance to be
Hooky’s STAR BAKER selected by our near legendary judges. Take part in an Up-
cycling of clothes workshop. Transform your unloved items. Great fun for kids. Try
an Electric Bike or the Car Club Electric Car.
PIMMS and Beer, Soft Drinks, Games, Face Painting, Music and FUN.
Find recipe inspiration at the Vegetarian Society: www.vegsoc.org/recipes/
Please RSVP to me. More details at www.hn-lc.org.uk/big-veggie-lunch

Cathy Ryan, catherine.ryan@hn-lc.org.uk

SURPRISE VISITORS

A late May swarm of bees, clustered in perfect formation on an apple tree in East
End, with a thatched cottage in the background creating a timeless tableau. The
garden owners contacted the British Beekeepers swarm removal volunteers
(www.bbka.org.uk/swarm) and a grateful beekeeper shook the bees from the
branch into a hive and took them to a new home in Long Compton. As the old saw
has it: ‘A swarm in May ‘s worth a cart load of hay’!

David Jones
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HOOK NORTON AND THE BUILD-UP TO D-DAY

6 June 1944
This year is the 75th anniversary of the D-Day landings, so it is perhaps fitting to
look at how Hook Norton was affected by this event. It would come as no surprise to
many village residents that forces had landed in France on the morning of 6 June
1944, as there had been signs locally of something building from about a year
earlier.
On 9 March 1943, for example, a seemingly endless stream of Tanks and military
vehicles started to pass through the village. Such was the spectacle, the headmaster
allowed the children to stand in the playground in the afternoon to watch the convoy
pass by. Later, it was learned that the convoy was part of an exercise called
‘Spartan’, and some of those passing by would have landed on JUNO beach on D-
Day. Then, in September 1943, strange corrugated metal shelters started to appear
on many of the wide roadsides around the village. These were being put in place to
stockpile ground forces ammunition, which came in via Hook Norton rail station. The
station was geared up to take 25 wagons per day from the railhead at Kingham.
Black American soldiers, camped in the village, unloaded the wagons onto lorries
and loaded the ammunition boxes into the roadside shelters. This stockpile would
eventually move south to the continent. In February 1944, news came through to
warn villagers of large-scale tank movements, due to there being a battle-school
located here. It is thought that this was mainly in the old Earl of Dudley ironstone
workings, near the southern set of viaducts – although tanks would apparently
stray, and crash through many hedges on farms outside this area. In March, Brymbo
Ironworks had to close due to rail rolling stock being needed for military purposes;
then, in April, one villager recalled ‘Tonight planes roar over in noisy succession; we
have never heard anything so ominous; they seem to be passing in hundreds almost
hour by hour’. This would appear to have been transport aircraft from airfields to the
South and West of Oxford, training for the glider and paratroop operations on D-
Day.
At least two of our villagers were in the thick of it on D-Day morning; for example,
Able Seaman John Millin was aboard HMS Hawkins off UTAH beach. HMS Hawkins
was part of Bombarding Force A and, with her 7.5 inch guns, provided naval gunfire
support during the landings – with specific targets identified as gun batteries located
at Maisy and St Martin de Varreville. Meanwhile Private Leslie Aries of 9th Battalion,
Parachute Regiment was part of the force dropped in to silence the huge Merville
gun battery, which had its guns trained on GOLD, JUNO and SWORD beaches, as
well as ships at sea. So, in various ways, Hook Norton folk witnessed some events in
connection with one of the greatest events in military history.

James Tobin
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk



17

Friday 5 and Saturday 6 July 2019
At The Hook Norton Brewery

Hook Norton Charitable Association presents

The annual Hooky charity Music Festival and Village Fayre,
raising money for local and national charities, including Bloodwise, 

The Fire Fighters and Air Ambulance.

Alongside the music we have a host of stalls to browse, children’s 
entertainments, a range of food options, gin bar and the amazing 

Hook Norton Beer Tent with tempting ales and refreshments.

14 fabulous live acts on two stages presenting rock, blues, folk, 
country, Indian drummers and our own local choir! 

See website for acts and details.

Saturday headliner - DR FEELGOOD
(Sponsored by Banbury Plant & Skip Hire)

Friday 5 July (7-11pm) Adult: £10 / 11-17: £5
Saturday 6 July (1.30-11.30pm) Adult: £20 / 11-17: £10
WEEKEND SAVER Adult: £25 / 11-17: £12

Under 11 years – Free of charge

TICKETS: from The Village Shop; Jaffe&Neale Bookshop,
Chipping Norton; Hook Norton Brewery Visitor Centre;

www.hookymusic.co.uk and www.eventbrite.co.uk

For camping, see website. No alcohol, glass or cans
to be brought onto event field, barbeques not permitted.

Facebook- Music at the Crossroads
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037

C W SMITH
Builders

Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations

Property Maintenance

Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders

Website: www.cwsmith.builders
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GPs, Physios, Pilates teachers and Personal trainers amongst his clients.
Results achieved at your home

Weight Management, Over 45s & Ladies Exercise, Injury and Nutrition

www.alangordon-health.co.uk alangordonhealth@aol.com

Member of

British Association of Sport and Exercise Sciences
Clinical Exercise Physiology Association

Gait and Clinical Movement Analysis Society
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HOOK NORTON LUNAR SOCIETY
Who knew that you could walk into a shop in
Germany from 1923 and buy an Enigma
machine off the shelf? Well, the Polish secret
service for a start! Of course, it was better to
buy two of them! This is just one of the
colossal insights John McCormick shared with
Hooky Lunartiks at their April meeting.
Entitled ‘Crossword Puzzles, Bombes,
Colossus and the birth of modern computing’, John’s talk covered the development
of ‘Enigma’, a name coined for it by the Government Code & Cypher School (GC&CS,
the forerunners of GCHQ), how it worked, how its secrets were cracked and the
people who achieved that.
Henryk Zygalski, Jerzy Rozycki and Marian Rejewski at the Polish General Staff's
Cipher Bureau in Warsaw broke the Enigma code as early as 1932, and Rejewski
was able to build a replica, which they subsequently gave to the GC&CS. That
version of the German machine had only five billion encryption options, as opposed
to the later versions which had 158 quintillion!
Initially, Dilly Knox and his ‘girls’ (there were 8,000 eventually) broke the next
generation codes – mainly with pencil and paper, and some basic technology. But,
to meet the challenge of refinements to Enigma, Alan Turing first designed the
Bombe to automate and speed up the decryption process; and the great unsung
hero of the story, GPO engineer Tommy Flowers, built Colossus, the world’s first
electronic computer. This was used to crack the Nazi High Command messaging,
which used a different machine (Lorenz) which was so more complex than Enigma
that not even the bombes could crack it.
John’s performance went down a bombe with the Lunartiks.
The season finished on a bovine and colourful note with Ian Buchanan and Richard
Chambers entertaining us. Ian started us off with ‘The Gurney-Mott theory of latent
image formation’ or more pointedly ‘What did cows ever do for photography?’ Who
knew that the combination of Chlorine, Iodine and Bromine weren’t the Paris St
Germain back three, but key ingredients in the early age of photography, and that
exposure to light and development using chemicals are very different processes.
Ian told us that silver nitrate reacting to light had been known since the 13th
century, and when those 19th century photographic pioneers, Louis Daguerre in
France and Henry Fox-Talbot in England, were developing their techniques, one of
them got a lifetime pension, and one didn’t – guess which one. Ian also told us
about the rather worrying photographic development process of combining gun
cotton, ether and alcohol. Yikes! And, by the way, the cow’s contribution is all about
gelatine.
Richard finished off the evening by concluding his talk about the early days of
television from two years ago by ‘Adding the colour’. Apparently, the early days of
colour TV were pretty tricky, trying to move into transmitting in colour whilst still
maintaining B&W transmission. I was also 9% surprised that the US (NTSC), the UK
(PAL) and the French (SECAM) all used different, incompatible ways of transmitting
colour TV; plus ça change. A fitting colourful transmission to end a Lunartik year.

Ian Buchanan & John McCormick
[They both claim they did not write their own review! Ed]
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HOOK NORTON WALKING TRAIL
The Hook Norton Murder Mystery Trail was set up 12 months ago to raise money for
Hook Norton school. Last summer, 26 people bought the trail booklet with a view to
completing the trail and emailing the correct solution to us. Unfortunately, we have
been unable to access the email account set up specifically for this purpose and,
with the passage of time, the email used to retrieve these account details is no
longer active.
When it was last accessed, five people had responded with the correct solution –
one of whom will receive £1 per trail purchased, so £26. This means that £118 is
ready to be handed to the school.
However, before we draw a name, if anyone else has completed the trail and sent
an email to hooknorton.mysterytrail@gmail.com please resend your solution to
kevin.hope57@outlook.com before 30 June 2019 and your name will be included in
this draw.
The trail is now closed. Look out for its revival at some time in the future.

Kevin and Hazel Hope

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The Local History Group concluded its 2018/19 season with the AGM, which was
held in May. Following the conclusion of this, our president, Kate Tiller, gave those
present an insight into how local history research in the village has progressed over
the past 40 years.

Kate was behind the course of evening classes held in the old school which explored
historical aspects of the village. These evening classes evolved into the local history
group as we know it today.

As everyone is no doubt aware, a further housing development is under
construction between the school and Redlands Farm. Prior to the developers taking
over the site, archaeological digs took place [featured in a newsletter centre-spread
– December 2018; also see the article in this edition. Ed], and Don Ratcliffe told
those present about some of the finds, including several bodies and numerous other
artefacts. Radiocarbon dating indicates some of the bodies were laid to rest well
before the Romans left these shores.

Following on from the success of The Story of Hook Norton, the group has published
a collection of the late Ralph Mann’s writings. These originally appeared in the
village newsletter between 1987 and 1990, written under the pseudonym of
‘Canities’. Nine of these stories make up the booklet entitled Tales of Hook Norton –
From Civil War to Poor Law. Copies, which cost £3, can be obtained from me. The
booklet was launched at the Library Book and Plant sale last month and was very
favourably received.

The Local History Group is now on its summer break, and reconvenes on Tuesday, 3
September. The programme for 2019/20 has almost been finalised, and what has
been arranged so far promises to entertain those who attend our meetings. If you
would like further information please contact me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Re-surfacing of our courts
Hook Norton Tennis Club are delighted to announce our three brand new resurfaced
Tiger Turf Advantage Pro tennis courts! Whether you are looking for social tennis or
to play in one of our teams in the Banbury League, do come and check us out.
Visitors are welcome at club sessions: Tuesdays and Fridays from 7pm and Sundays
from 10am. We are a friendly, welcoming club. Full regular weekly junior program
of coaching for all age groups, plus school holiday courses. Adult coaching for
individuals and groups, including a regular Adult Improvers group at 6pm on
Tuesdays. Pro rata rates for new members joining part way through the season.
www.hooknortontennis.com
Matches: At the time of writing, the results of the summer Banbury league
matches were: A team 5th in Div 1; B team 1st in Div 2; C team 1st in Div 4, and D
team 4th in Div 4.
Junior coaching sessions
Coaching Programme: June/July: The summer coaching programme will restart
after half term, on Tuesday, 4 June, for a seven-week term (until Saturday, 20
July). The coaching timetable is as follows:

Tuesdays:   Tots (3–5 year olds), 4.30–5pm
Mini Red (5–8 year olds), 5–6pm

Wednesdays:  Junior Squad 1 (11+ year olds), 6–7pm
Thursdays:   Mini Orange (8–9 year olds), 4.30–5.30pm
Fridays:   Junior 1 (11+ year olds), 5–6pm

Junior 2 (11+ year olds), 6–7pm
Saturdays:   Tots 2 (3–5 year olds), 9–9.30am

Mini Red 2 (5–8 year olds), 9.30–10.30am
Mini Green 1 (10 year olds), 10.30–11.30am
Junior 3 (11+ year olds), 11.30am–12.30pm

Events
Saturday, 22 June: Ladies doubles tournament
Sunday, 21 July, 12.00 noon to 3pm: Open Day
Congratulations!
To Rebecca Watts and David Gill for winning the
mixed doubles tournament in April.
To Faith Heron who recently won the
Oxfordshire County championships as their No.1
over-40s lady, and beat the Wiltshire No.1 LTA
rated 5.2 in a three-set marathon. Faith then
went on to win the ladies doubles in straight
sets.

Elaine Priestley

Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 /
baselinecoaching@outlook.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Sue Glasson, 730880, 
merrymoons@me.com or see: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or 
www.hooknortontennis.com
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
�� Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
�� Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
�� Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.
Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,

call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111

Directed by Hooky’s resident 
Aussie, John McCormick
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Sewing for you
Frances Williams

Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making

& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297   Mobile: 07964 691274

Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator

Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial

Honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 85 reference always supplied

Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 264117
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk

HOOKY LADIES BRA AND PANTS COLLECTION
For women in Africa; 'Smalls for all' Charity
Many thanks to those who have already turned
out your drawers.
The total so far is a brilliant 143 bras and 112
pants.
If you are still searching or have some to
donate, you can give them to a WI member or
bring them to me at 21 Austins Way – or phone
me and I can arrange collection.

Margaret Gardner, 737882



28

Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following
to spare, they would be very gratefully received.

Old dog leads - collars - blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching
posts - spare food - chews - brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in
date wormer/flea treatments - toys - cat carriers etc.

Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier.

Anything not suitable will be divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and
Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury.

If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive them.

Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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WILDLIFE NOTES
As the milder weather takes hold, more warm-weather species can be seen in and
around the village. Several varieties of butterfly and moth have been reported.
Wendy Gordon noticed possibly a brimstone moth in her garden recently.
Unfortunately she was not quick enough with her camera before it flew away! Bees,
too, have been fairly numerous this spring, as temperatures rise and they become
more active. However, in general they are in decline partially due to increasing use
of pesticides and global warming.
Moving on to
flora, Terry
Swainbank sent
me an email
about grape
hyacinths.
Apparently
Muscari
neglectum is one
of the only native
species and it is
nationally rare.
Having said that,
Terry spotted a
specimen of this
variety on display
at the recent
Garden Club
Show. He visited
the garden where it came from and also found some other examples dotted around
the village. This variety of grape hyacinth has dark navy to violet black flowers
compared with the royal blue of the common garden variety Muscari armeniacum,
which was introduced to this country from Southeast Europe. We have rare plants
growing in the village! Examples can be seen near The Bourne and Bourne Lane.
There are also examples near East End, Park Hill and the brewery. The
accompanying photograph shows an example of M. neglectum being held against a
group of M. armeniacum.
Deer continue to be seen within the environs of Hooky. Trish Lunel saw a white roe
deer when returning home on the bottom road from Milcombe. Muntjac are still
frequent garden visitors. Joyce Hinton saw a dog fox walking through her garden.
Whilst on an early morning dog walk, I too saw a dog fox making its way through
the large field belonging to the Manor House towards a dead ewe.
As usual sightings of raptors abound, but no sign of a cuckoo being seen or heard,
as yet. Although some have been heard in Whichford Woods. Pheasants are fairly
common around here but Fran King was surprised to see a Reeve’s pheasant
towards the top of South Hill. These pheasants are not native to the UK but are an
ornamental variety. It would seem that perhaps this example may have escaped
from captivity somewhere.
This column ‘belongs’ to the village so, if you have any wildlife sightings, please let
me know. If you can supply a reasonable photograph then so much the better.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com



30

HOOK NORTON VETERINARY GROUP
National Veterinary Nurse Awareness Month

Outside of the consulting room, most of the attention and medical care your pet
receives is at the hands of a Registered Veterinary Nurse (RVN). The Nursing team
are a vital part of any practice, working tirelessly to deliver gold-standard care to
your pets. RVNs are one of two key professional roles delivering medical care to
animals, the other being Veterinary Surgeons.
No two days are ever the same: the role of an RVN encompasses providing nursing
care to hospitalised patients; surgery preparation (and performing some minor
procedures, e.g. dental hygiene); monitoring anaesthesia; maintaining the
cleanliness and hygiene of the practice; communicating with pet owners, and
reassuring them about their animal's treatment; educating pet owners on animal
health, including vaccinations, worming, flea prevention and appropriate nutrition;
blood sampling; medicating; diagnostic preparation; feeding; bathing; grooming
and general TLC – the list goes on!
Every day brings different challenges, but this variety is one of the most enjoyable
aspects of the role. Did you know that at HNVG we have 13 Registered Veterinary
Nurses, as well as our Trainee Veterinary Nurses and Clinic Assistants! Ask about
our RVNs and their special interests the next time you’re in the practice. You may
find they can help you with a pet problem you have been having. Most of our RVNs
have pets themselves, and love to talk about them just as you do! Verity Ramus
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EASTER QUIZ SOLUTION
My Easter brain was definitely missing an egg-cell or two! Apologies for the
misplacing of the boxes for clue number 6 and for stating the entry deadline was 1
March! [and mine. Ed!] But thank you to the valiant four that entered. The answers
are below – Scott Orchard’s entry was drawn out and he receives £4 as a cash
prize.

Kevin Hope
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DEREK’S ‘LITTLE WALK’
100 km walk from London to Brighton
to raise money for Samaritans
Derek Jones, from Hook Norton, is walking
non-stop for 100 km from London to
Brighton on 25–26 May this year. Well, he is
allowed to stop for the occasional meal
along the way, but won’t be getting any
sleep. He aims to complete his ‘little walk’ in
28 hours, and is hoping that the South
Downs won’t slow him down too much. After
all, he says ‘after that it should be downhill
to Brighton’.
He is hoping to raise at least £1,000 for his
chosen charity, Banbury & District
Samaritans. As a new volunteer, he is well-
placed to see the value of the work
Samaritans do, and is keen to do his bit to
help raise the £32,000 that his branch
needs each year to continue its vital work of
being there, night and day, for people who
need someone to listen.
As if that was not arduous enough, Derek
also has Parkinson’s Disease, so he will be
dealing with the challenge of managing his
medication along the way, and says ‘if it’s a
good day, it will be no problem – if it’s a bad
day, it will be like walking through treacle.
Parkinson’s can make you feel like you have
a full battery one minute and totally empty
20 minutes later.’
He is preparing for his marathon by
regularly walking to Banbury, and, in the
weeks before the event, doing the 30 miles,
Banbury to Oxford, along the canal.
He’s doing the walk on his own, although his
partner, Riz, and their 2-year-old Labrador
Charlie intend to walk to meet him from
Brighton. But he says ‘the camaraderie is
wonderful, especially during the night, and the
thought of the sponsorship will spur me on.
Parkinson’s will be pressing on the brake, but
willpower and sponsorship will be pressing the
accelerator’.
To help Derek on his way, please visit his
fundraising page
www.mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/derekjones2

Davina Birkbeck, Samaritans
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793   hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Opening Hours: Monday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm*

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm   (*volunteers only)
Friday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am – 12.30pm

What’s on at Hook Norton Library:
19 June & 17 July: both…
Tea & Cake (£1 donation) 2:30–4pm. Hosted by Friends of Hook Norton Library.
Family History Helpdesk from 2:30pm. Book your free 1-1 session.
Free 1-1 digital helper sessions: If you’d like help getting started with
computers, or want to get more out of your digital devices, please contact the
library for more details/to make a booking. Use library computers or bring your own
laptop/tablet.
We also hope Oxfordshire Trading Standards will be giving a talk on Scam
Awareness soon. Please let us know if you are interested in attending this event.
Summer Reading Challenge 2019 is ‘The Space Chase’, inspired by the 50th
anniversary of the first moon landing. It begins on Saturday, 13 July and I will be
coming to tell young people more about the challenge in school assemblies soon.
So, watch this space (see what I did there?!)
The Plant and Book Sale: This is such a unique community event, and there are
many people to thank. All the hard work is done by the Friends of Hook Norton
Community Library committee (including Ben Muller, who gave up football to
supervise the Junior Fiction stand), ably supported by the library volunteers who,
between them, ensure this event runs smoothly and efficiently. A big thank you to
the wonderful musicians, Beverley Gray, Anthony Freeman, Frank Underwood and
Angela Mayorga Otero, who provided the joyful soundtrack to the day. Thanks also
go to Dave Gray, the sound and PA engineer. Finally, many thanks to everyone who
attends the Plant & Book Sale and to those who kindly donate their books for the
sale. I had lots of fun this year singing backing vocals to ‘California Dreamin’ and
dressed in a 60s flower power costume, however, there were no shouts for an
encore, so next year I will try harder to sing in tune!

Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager
(I am currently reading ‘Stone Mothers’ by Erin Kelly)

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
We are incredibly busy at the moment but will have some places
available in September. If you are interested in your child
attending, please get in touch – all our details are on our website,
or pop in for a visit. If you have received a two-year funding
postcard, you need to bring it into playgroup before the end of
July. For all information on funding and the government tax free
childcare scheme, go to www.childcarechoices.gov.uk.
We now have an Instagram page, where we put all our activities that we have
been doing that week. Please have a look at all the fun things we do. Or check out
our facebook page, our website – www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk – or contact
me directly.

Julie Riley, Manager, 730560, hnppg@btinternet.com
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
The Spring Show in April 2019 at the Hook Norton School was a resounding
success, with a substantial increase in both exhibits and participators – especially
children, which was lovely to see. All the judges remarked on the good quality and
clear enthusiasm from those who took part. Thank you all who came along to
support this traditional village event.
Congratulations to all the winners:

Many thanks to Paul Embden for his very informative talk on Bees and Honey in
May. We have a couple of visits coming up which anyone is welcome to attend. Both
promise to be interesting (although we cannot guarantee the weather!):
Summer day visit: Sunday, 9 June, to the National Memorial Arboretum,
Staffordshire; coach leaving the Sun Inn at 9am, further information from Malcolm
Black, 730668.
Evening visit: Wednesday, 17 July, to The Old Rectory, Salford; 1.5 acre garden
with mixed borders, fruit, trees and vegetables; meet outside the Sun Inn at 6pm
for car sharing. To book your place or for further information contact Malcolm Black,
730668.        Sian Arnold, 730263, sianrarnold@gmail.com

Harry Pargeter Cup Highest Points Gentleman Peter Arnold

Bill Clarke Cup Highest Points Lady Sandy Shirt

Willis Cup Highest Points Child Alice Houseman

Rene Gillett Highest Points for Flowers, Section A Sandy Shirt

Floral Art Cup Highest Points Section B Floral Arts Sheila Lilley

Redlands Cup Highest Points Section C Homecraft Angel Powell

Joe Bishop Cup Photography Bethan Dennick

Diploma In Horticulture Section A Peter Arnold for Leeks 

Diploma In Floral Arts Section B Sheila Lilley

People's Choice Miniature Arrangement Shelia Lilley
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SUMMER PUZZLE
An A to Z wordsearch of summer flowers. Simply for fun this edition – no prize
draw. I hope you enjoy.

Kevin and Hazel Hope
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY HOUSING PROJECT
The Community Housing Project continues to make
progress, navigating its way through barriers and hurdles
in order to present the best possible case to Cherwell
District Council (CDC) executive team, who will make the
formal decision on transferring the land for the site. We
have been meeting regularly and working with the
executive team to iron out some complex legal issues, and
the team are now fully behind the project, and recognise
the effort and determination the community have
contributed to get the project to this stage.
They are excited by the unusual nature of the project, in that the ideas have come
from the grass-roots upwards, providing integrity and an energy that will propel
things forward.
The Senior Executive of CDC will meet in early June or early July to decide on the
terms of the land transfer, but they would like us to commence forming a new
Community Land Trust, which will develop the project through to completion. We
are currently meeting with other local CLT’s to share information and advice.
Community Led Housing is gaining in popularity and is increasingly seen as an
imaginative solution that can deliver affordable, sustainable, well-designed homes
to the people that need them the most.

Cathy Ryan, Community Engagement Project Manager,
catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org

IT’S NOT WORTH THE RISK
Do you know that 95% of traffic collisions
are due to human error? Distraction,
speeding, not wearing a seatbelt and
driving under the influence of drink or
drugs are the big fatal four on our
county’s roads.
Could you?

�� put your phone in your glove
compartment or set your phone to do not disturb before you start your
journey

�� adjust your speed and make sure you have time to react to the unexpected
�� make sure everyone is wearing their seatbelt before you set off
�� get a taxi, the bus or be the designated driver on a night out
�� make sure you’re safe to drive the morning after: you could still be over the

drink drive limit, even if you feel fine
See our top tips to avoid the fatal four, and a handy ‘don’t get caught out the
morning after’ guide at www.365alive.co.uk/fatalfour.

Andy Ford, Oxfordshire County Council
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Thank You
My grateful thanks to the kind person who helped me to the surgery after I fell in
The Nettings on Maundy Thursday. I’m sorry that in the shock of the event I did not
get your name.

Joyce Hinton, 737828

HOOK NORTON WI
Our March Meeting was our Annual General Meeting. The usual reports were given
and the existing Committee was re-elected. Catherine thanked everyone for the
work they had done in the previous year.
The results of the Mini Show were: 1st Glennis Hardman; 2nd Kathleen Winter; 3rd
Pat Lucas. The monthly competition was won by Vicky Shillam.
We had a couple of members of Bloxham WI act as judges for our mini show.
Catherine thanked everyone for a good meeting.
At our April meeting, members were devastated to see reports of the fire at Notre
Dame, and thought it apt that our talk was about English Medieval Cathedrals. Chris
Caddy talked to us about the 25 best cathedrals in the country. We all learned a
great deal from his interesting talk and realised that we often look at these
wonderful buildings without fully appreciating the detail. The obvious answer is to
do some homework beforehand and visit more than once.
Trish won the competition for a cathedral souvenir. Hers was her confirmation
certificate at St Paul's Cathedral. Her mother made her a full length white dress
especially for the occasion. Afterwards, with a load taken off the bottom, it made a
very nice and much needed tennis dress! Catherine suggested that recycling isn't
new, but all those of us old enough remember know how much we had to recycle
during and after the war.
Catherine gave a detailed report on the Oxfordshire Federation Meeting which took
place at the Kassam Stadium in Oxford. There were approximately 600 attendees,
resulting in fairly long queues for the refreshments at lunch time!
Booking forms were available to book places for our summer lunch taking place on
11 June at the Wychwood Golf Club, and our summer outing on 28 July to
Worcester which includes a river cruise.

Chris Town

Searching for Family
My husband and I are trying to discover if we have distant relatives living in Hook
Norton.

My husband’s Grandmother (Jane Elizabeth) was the sister of a Lawrence Percy
Grey, who died in World War I, and is commemorated in St Peter’s.

We have a copy of a letter from the War Office addressed (or mis-addressed?) to
his brother Ellis John Grey of ‘Horse Fair, Hook Norton’, and we know Grandma had
another brother Seth, who lived near Banbury in the 1960s.

We have recently visited your lovely village and are now hoping to find out whether
there are any people locally who either knew of these relatives or are related.

Fingers crossed! [Please contact the editor if you can help]
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.

As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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DO YOU LIVE IN A HISTORIC HOUSE?
If you do, you may be interested in a scheme
to learn more about the historic houses of
Hook Norton, by which we mean a house built
before 1900 or so.
The old core of the village is rich in such
buildings and much of the life of the village
took place in them between about 1550,
when building in stone began, and 1900.
These houses provide all sorts of clues to the
way life was lived here for over 400 years.
Researchers of the massive Victoria County History project (VCH) and ancillary
groups like the Oxfordshire Building Record (OBR) will soon be recording and
analysing the many interesting houses and workplaces (not just the listed buildings)
in the parish.
To start with, they will be looking at buildings from the outside and no doubt
sometimes photographing and drawing them. And then they will be trying to find
out how they were used in the past and how life was lived in them.
Buildings can only tell a truly revealing story if we can find past documentation:
perhaps room plans; perhaps deeds, revealing owners of long ago; perhaps old wills
or inventories, describing furniture and private possessions room by room, and so
revealing something about material conditions and prosperity (or otherwise);
perhaps drawings or auction notices, whatever.
These records are not straight-forward, but the OBR has long experience of teasing
out the clues and creating a picture of life indoors. And it may be possible (with the
owner’s consent) to go further and date timbers or to use geophysical techniques to
find what may be lying hidden underground.
No-one knows the historic buildings of Hook Norton better than their owners, and
we hope to hear from anyone who has property records dating back to the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, or who has made significant discoveries in
their homes.
This isn’t new in Hooky: for years, the Village Museum has appealed for property
records, and those brought forward have been transcribed, photocopied, and either
returned to the owners or – with their consent – passed on to the Oxfordshire
History Centre for conservation and custodianship. That policy will continue to be
followed.
Everyone will benefit from this project, but notably the readers of the VCH study of
Hook Norton, visitors to the Village Museum and the users of the Village History
website.
It may even be possible to produce a book on the lines of the recent much-praised
The Making of Chipping Norton by Adrienne Rosen and Jan Cliffe, which describes
the town’s pre-1750 buildings. But the biggest gainers will be the house owners
themselves, who will come to appreciate the buildings they live in so much better.
If you have any information about your house, please do let us know.

Donald Ratcliffe, donald.ratcliffe@history.ox.ac.uk
and Gill Geering, gillian.geering@zen.co.uk
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BAPTIST BANTER
My aunt would always avoid
two subjects in
conversation: religion and
politics! It was her view that
these two subjects caused
the most disagreements
amongst family and friends,
so she always insisted they
were not discussed. Not very
helpful for family members
of faith who were asked
‘What are you up to on
Sunday?’, but I can
understand her view
because people can be very
passionate about things that are important to them.
As I write this, the news is awash with ‘Brexit’, the continued impasse in the Houses
of Parliament, and how the politicians put their politics first rather than working
together for the common good of the people. But the issue is that they cannot
resolve whether the democratic will of the people and the common good are the
same thing. The Brexiteers majoring on the view that Brexit will deliver the return
of sovereign rule and a greater prosperity in the longer run; the Remainers on the
view that we cannot possibly survive without being part of the Union. No matter
what side of the argument you stand on, there is no doubt the outcome will affect
our nation and our democracy for many years to come.
I have not known such a divisive subject to split our nation like this. Families,
workplaces and social discussion stir strong emotions on both side of the argument
to such an extent that friendships are broken. There is an air of fear for the future
that is clouding this country’s usually optimistic demeanour and it is very sad. I
have a perspective through my faith that has God in control, and that is a great
comfort to me, especially when you look at the uncertainty of our nation as the
politicians struggle to agree on Brexit.
We may not have faith in our politicians, but we can have faith in God because He is
sovereign over all. I believe He has helped this country through some dark times in
our history, and I believe He will help those that turn to Him in faith in prayer. No
matter which ‘side’ you are on, we can all join in one mind to heal the division that
has grown over this issue and look to the near future when we can fill our thoughts
with more positive things.
And, on that note, I will leave you with this:
On Saturday, 4 May, our Still Waters Café folk held an Afternoon Tea and Tabletop
Sale to raise funds for the Katherine House Hospice’s Bed Appeal. I would like to
thank everyone who came along and helped and supported, as we were able to
raise £750 on the day and, when adding the donations in the café over recent
months, we raised a total of £1,000.
Check out www.hookybaptist.org.uk/ for service information.

Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069, hookypastor@gmail.com
@HookyPastor
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County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers

MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton

Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.

Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366

DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk 

bridalwear

Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to 
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges

KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Our annual Book and Plant Sale was held on 11 May in lovely
sunshine and was, as always, very well attended and enjoyable.
Preparations for the sale were rather more difficult than usual this
year because of structural damage to the Reading Room, which is
still out of bounds. The good news is that this did not affect the
success of the sale. We managed to raise a grand total of £1358.
This included a very generous donation of £600 from Lioncourt
Homes, the builders of Scholars’ Gate, which is currently under
construction in the village. In addition, we received a donation of
£25 from Hook Norton Veterinary Surgery and, on the day itself,
we raised £255 on the raffle, £271 on the books and £207 on plants.
The money will enable us to redecorate and improve the Library Reading Room,
once OCC has carried out the necessary repairs. This of course may take some
time, especially as the building is listed.

There are so many
people who contributed
to the success of the
occasion. I would like
to give a special
mention to Jill Head,
our fund raiser
extraordinaire , who
not only got some
great raffle prizes,
which contributed
hugely to the total
raised, but also
succeeded in securing
the donation from
Lioncourt Homes, for
which we are very

grateful. We would also like to thank all the donors of raffle prizes, including The
Gate Hangs High, The Pear Tree Inn, Whichford Pottery, Wyatts Garden Centre, the
Village Shop, Turpin’s Lodge, the Firs Garage, the Brewery and Hook Norton
Butchers.
My thanks also go to all the members of the FOHNCL Committee and others who
helped in the preparations, furniture moving and sorting of books before and on the
day; Christine Taylor, Steph Klejdis and Jenny Bruton who ran the Plant Sale; the
wonderful musicians, including our Library Manager, Karen Seymour, who
contributed so much to the atmosphere; the Font Cafe for the refreshments; Martin
Cantrell and the guys from Oxfam who took away all the unsold books; and finally
all who came, spent generously and enjoyed the occasion.
There was a moment on Friday afternoon, when, surrounded by mountains of
unsorted books, I thought to myself, ‘Is it really worth all this effort?’ The answer,
of course, at 12 noon on Saturday, as the last box of unsold books was cleared
away, was a resounding YES.
Finally, a reminder of an important date for your diary: our AGM this year will be
held on Monday 22 July, at 7pm, in the Baptist Hall.

Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
What better summer theatre than Shakespeare’s Rose Theatre performing between
July and September at Blenheim Palace: Macbeth, Romeo & Juliet, Richard III and A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. Good for our carbon footprint too!
Staying local, on 6 June, Chippy Theatre is giving us ‘The Canterbury Tales’ (Bristol Old
Vic Theatre School), and Banbury’s The Mill has the world’s first cycling theatre
company, pedalling from venue to venue, to perform ‘Much Ado About Nothing’; they
reach Banbury on 23 June. Venture to Oxford’s Playhouse for Henry James’ iconic tale
‘Turn of the Screw’ – 11–15 June. While there, go along to the Old Fire Station and
book up for a play in the Offbeat Festival, 29 June at 1.30pm: the Bayyani Theatre
perform ‘Boy With The Golden Hair’. It is a Kafka-like tale of the darkly absurd world of
‘imprisonment for public protection’!
For me a highlight play at this time is ‘The Pope’ with Anton Lesser playing Pope
Benedict XVI. Why did this arch-conservative cede the way for Cardinal Bergoglio – a
tango-dancing, football-loving reformer with the common touch? This is at the Theatre
Royal, Northampton, 8–22 June.
One trip to London - should be worth it - to see David Hare’s adaptation of Ibsen’s
‘Peter Gynt’. This, apparently radical interpretation, has the famous hero running away
into the 21st century. I could go on but my last theatrical plug is another Ibsen, at The
Duke of York’s to 20 July. This production of his 1886 play, adapted by Duncan
Macmillan, has the theme of democracy in crisis – so you might say that Rosmersholm
is bang up-to-date! I have now seen the ‘Van Gogh and Britain’ at Tate Britain. It is
truly a fine display of many of his famous paintings inspired by his visit here between
1873 and 1876. I wish I could say the same for Phyllida Barlow’s huge works that take
up the RA’s soaring new spaces. I know I am against the tide but it is ‘wasted space’.
Happily, in June we can see one of the most original and subversive painters working
in Paris in the late C19th & early C20th. Swiss artist Felix Vallotton was a member of
the Les Nobis group of artists, and I think his work a joy. I regret not recommending
last time ‘Sorolla: Spanish Master of Light’ at the NG – it was a worthy herald of
spring, with landscapes that came alive in sunshine and social activities. Look out for
his works in our galleries.
Equally I suggest a trip to the Museum of Somerset in Taunton to see the work of
modernist Doris Hatt (to 29 June). Her ‘Festival of Britain’, 1951, and ‘Still Life with
Basket of Fruit’, 1956, are colourful tempters to make the journey! Mind you, if she
were still alive she’d try to sell you the ‘Daily Worker’! Another one-off is at Graves
Gallery, Sheffield (to 6 July): ‘This Life is So Everyday: The Home in British Art 1950–
1980’. With painters such as John Bratby and Patrick Caulfield there is the promise of
much colour and fun in looking at 30 years of British home life.
Our local Banbury Symphony Orchestra will play its Summer Concert at St Mary’s
Banbury on 29 June. It has three exciting masterpieces- William Walton’s comedy
overture ‘Scapino’; Bruch’s Violin Concerto No1 with soloist Maria Kouznetsova and
finally the Arabian Nights story in Rimsky-Korsakov’s dazzling ‘Scheherazade’. More
great music from the Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra can be heard at the Sheldonian on
6 July’. They play Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos; these are considered ‘a baroque
person’s guide to the orchestra’. Their unrivalled blend of intricate counterpoint,
instrumental virtuosity and infectious dance rhythms makes the evening an unmissable
treat.
Finally an interesting evening in the Oxford SJE Arts Next Generation series. Elizabeth
Kenny and her lute bring together works from the C17th and C21st; her playing is
described as incandescent and radical.                           John Wheatley
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Spring has been a time for adventure
here at Great Rollright. For the 12th
year, our Yr 6 children flew north to
Vaasa, a town 1000 miles away on
the Baltic Sea, for a four-night
introduction to life in Finland.
Meanwhile our Yr 3s and 4s enjoyed
their first ever overnight trip,
spending two nights camping in the
woods and learning bushcraft in
Cornbury Park (pictured). Residential
trips build independence and
resilience – so we make sure every
child has at least two during their
time with us. And our fundraising
keeps the costs low for every family.
In other news:
Easter: We celebrated Easter in style
with an Easter Bonnet Parade around
the village (pictured), as well as an
Easter Egg hunt and a service in St
Andrew’s church next door.
Sponsored Read: As part of our
World Book day celebrations, children
raised money for our library by
finding sponsors for reading
challenges. The pledges are now in,
and our dedicated readers raised an
amazing £1016!
Summer Fete: Come join us on 29
June, 2–5pm, for this popular event,
which has become one of the best
attended in the area, thanks to our
dog show, pony rides, and other fun
activities, combined with the beautiful
rural setting of our Village Hall. This
year, our Fete has a special goal: to
raise funds to renovate our outdoor
learning areas. We are proud of our strong outdoor focus at Great Rollright,
especially in Yrs R-2, where roughly half of each day is spent outside.

Parents and carers are strongly
encouraged to visit, to see first-
hand all that we have to offer.
Please make an appointment by
calling us on 737202. We look
forward to meeting you!

Michelle Hastings, Headteacher
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46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB

Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner

Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

www.hancocks-legal.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON SENIOR FOOTBALL
Hook Norton FC seniors had a mixed end to the season. On the one hand we missed
the chance to finish second in the league with dropped points but, on the other, we
went ahead and won the Witney and District Supplementary Cup – a magnificent
achievement for all involved and a fabulous way to celebrate the return of the team
in our first season back. [Ed: The result was 4-1 to Hooky!]

The final was played out in North Leigh, under the floodlights, in front of
approximately 200 spectators, 150 of them estimated to be Hook Norton residents.
We thank you so much for your support and hope your loyalty was suitably
rewarded with the victory. I’m very proud of the entire team and staff that have
made the return to football possible, and to each and every one of you that came
and stood on the side-lines most Saturday afternoons.
Many thanks to our sponsors - without the financial support we wouldn’t have been
able to get off the ground at all. You may have seen the sponsorship boards around
the pitch. If you’d like to sponsor us for the 2019/20 season then please contact
Michelle on michelle@hooknortonfootball.club.
The players now have a few months off before we start pre-season training and
friendlies in August. I hope we will see you all next season.

Chris Tate-Davies Chair
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
Hook Norton Cricket Club have
had a successful start to the
new season, winning all
weekend league games so far,
bar one. We have a selection of
teams, including mid-week
T20, Sunday friendlies and a
range of junior teams from u19
down to minis (the picture is
just the first team). If you are
interested in joining please
contact us.
A huge thank you to our
sponsors this year that make
our cricket possible: Banbury
Plant Hire, The Village Shop,
Hook Norton Brewery, Ankers, KMS Litho, The Firs Garage, Café Le
Raj and all the companies that have sponsored a banner which are
now proudly displayed at the ground. If you are interested in a
banner or any other form of sponsorship, we'd love to hear from you.
If you are a keen spectator then we always welcome you. Our
Saturday matches are below but you can look at the full fixture list on
our facebook page: Hook Norton Cricket Club. Cricketers, please
contact:
Senior: Rob Webb: 07932 156641 / Junior: Jeff Hutchinson: 07496 817303.

Julia Ingham
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HOOKY PLAYERS
As Hooky Players approaches its 20th year, I
am pleased to tell you about two exciting,
forthcoming events. The first, on 7 September,
is a screening of the one and only ‘Sound of
Music’, as a sing-along evening. The night
promises to be excellent fun as we all sing our hearts out to our favourite movie.
There will be a cheese and biscuits supper plus licensed bar and, with tickets at only
£10 per person, and all of the committee in costume, this promises to be a night
not to be missed. Get your tickets from August, from the village shop; or contact
Mandy (738243 / Mandybristow@hotmail.com) to pre-book your private table for
eight at the discounted price of £75.
Then, in April 2020, following the success last year of ‘George’s Marvellous
Medicine’, we will be staging ‘The Twits’ – an adaptation of another wonderful
children’s story by Roald Dahl. I am almost fully cast for the show, but I still
urgently need a Mr and Mrs Mugglewump. Are you a teenager, aged 15 or above,
who would relish the part of a cheeky monkey? There would be some lines to learn
(but not too many). Ideally, this would suit someone who is somewhat acrobatic
and who can dance; please do get in touch if that’s you! We are also looking for
anyone keen on sound and/or lighting to assist our current technician so, if you
know of anyone who might be keen to help, please do get in touch.
Finally, a big thank you to those of you that come to our end of the month get-
togethers. Everyone is always welcome at the Sun Inn, at 7.30pm on the last
Thursday in every month. The next one is on 30 May, then after that it’s 27 June…
See you there!

Karen Smith, Chair, 737330, karen2002smith@gmail.com

BE A FIREFIGHTER
Have you ever thought of becoming an on-call
firefighter? Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service are
looking for On-call Firefighters to join their team!
Do you want to earn extra money, serve your
community and save lives in a rewarding role? If
so, a career as an On-call Firefighter might be just
the thing for you. On-call Firefighters are the
backbone of the fire service and anyone can be
one. If you're employed full-time, are a parent,
out of employment or just have some spare time,
you can respond to emergency calls.
On-call Firefighters are trained and paid for their
time and service - and on average are expected to be called out two or three times
each week for about an hour at a time - this can be at night or during the day.
They are looking for anyone over the age of 18, who is physically fit (this can be
worked on), doesn’t suffer from vertigo, claustrophobia or dislike the sight of blood.
They need good common sense, to be enthusiastic, reliable and honest.
If this sounds of interest, please visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oncallfirefighters.

Becky Rimmer, Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hello Hooky. I hope everyone has been enjoying the pleasant, springtime weather
we’ve been having, although, who knows what it will be doing by the time you read
this! Wasn’t Easter glorious?!

In early May, the village ‘girl groups’ carried out their annual village clean up –
there’s a separate article about it in this newsletter.

This involved them doing everything from picking litter and washing road signs to
weeding out in front of the Memorial Hall, ready for some planting. As I was
informed of this event at rather short notice, I made a concerted effort to not pick
any litter for the entire, preceding few days!

I must point out that this took an exceptional amount of restraint on my part, but I
desperately wanted to leave the youngsters something to pick up. For the last
couple of years, since I’ve been in this role, the poor girls have been greatly
disappointed with the very slim pickings, so I was determined to improve their
chances this year.

As it was, the two groups of litter-pickers managed to go around both the Sports
and Social field and the Doctors surgery car park, and seemed quite pleased with
their bounty. And the road signs looked brighter for a scrub with the old
toothbrushes.

The girls working outside the Hall seemed to really enjoy digging out the deep-
rooted weeds, too, with a little guidance from yours truly on what to leave to
flower. I think it’s marvellous that the youngsters are encouraged to show an
interest in helping around the village.

Remember, the Memorial Hall is available to hire for functions and classes, and now
has free WiFi and ambient lighting. There’s a fully functional kitchen, too, with large
Aga, fridge and a full complement of cutlery and crockery.

The hall has tables and chairs to seat 80 people, heating and a stage. It’s all there,
so contact rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk.

On a less positive note, at least two people have witnessed folk not clearing up after
their dogs, and unfortunately, I am still finding dogs’ mess in the playground and
the cemetery.

Could parents please educate their youngsters about ‘picking up’ when walking the
dog, and could everyone be aware of their dog’s movements when out on a jaunt or
in these two public spaces. Dogs’ mess is a health hazard and can be a danger to
eyesight.

And, finally, there are several items in the Lost Property box, located in the left-
hand window of the village shop. Some of these items have children’s names in
them.

And, already, the volume of items is growing. Please, even if you’ve not lost
anything around the village, let your friends and neighbours know about the box, so
that as many items as possible may be returned to their owners.

Thank you. See you around.

Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718
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POSITIVE NEWS - CLIMATE CHANGE TIPPING POINT
Tipping point and Climate Change
are not often in the same
sentence as positive news. But
now, with all ages from 93 (with
David Attenborough's ‘Climate
Change - The Facts’) through to
16 (with the leadership Greta
Thunberg is showing the world),
we really do seem to have
reached a Tipping Point in public opinion that we need to act, and that we need to
act now.

If you haven't seen ‘Climate Change - The Facts’ by the time that you read
this newsletter then please waste no time in watching:
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00049b1. And, if you have seen it, then google
‘Roger Harrabin 2nd May’ for a fantastic summary of how we can cut our
emissions to nearly zero by 2050, in a rare article pulling together the threads
covering all the different areas of our lives from homes, to flying, to cars, food and
waste.

There are few people who everyone in the English-speaking world would currently
hold up as a role model and someone whose word you can always trust. With such
a clear and unequivocal series of statements from David Attenborough, if you hear
anyone who still expresses doubts on human-made climate change, then the
message is clear that they are allowing themselves to be mis-led by lobby groups
with motivations other than everyone's well-being.

The UK Parliament, and now also Ireland, have declared an ‘Environment and
Climate Emergency’, and I hope that has reawakened the call, as it has done with
me, to what we can all do as individuals to play our part in averting the climate
crisis. If this is the case, and you would like to be more involved in the activities of
your local group, then please do get in contact via info@hn-lc.org.uk. We have
several areas of our activity, from local sustainable community housing, to realising
our vision for Electric Hooky (making us an exemplar of rural low-carbon transport
in the country), that would benefit from your input and creative ideas.

If all this made you think ‘How can I use the services HNLC provide to help me
reduce my own personal impact on this climate crisis’, then there's no better start
than to revisit our revamped web site: www.hn-lc.org.uk. Or contact new services
like ‘Cosy Homes Oxfordshire’ (tel. 0300 303 1269) that will make it easy for
you to live in a sustainable, healthy home. Or even better come and celebrate and
talk with us at the Big Veggie Lunch on Sunday, 9 June at the Primary School,
1–5pm.

‘Climate Change – the Tipping Point’ will also be the theme of our next Open
Meeting on Tuesday 23 July – full details are on our website.

The tipping point has been reached, so join us in taking the next easy step!

Tim Lunel, Secretary, Hook Norton Low Carbon, tim.lunel@hn-lc.org.uk
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - JUNE

JUNE/JULY VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS

Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Wednesday 10:00 AM Still Waters Cafe Baptist Hall
Wednesday 10:00 AM Health Walk Doctors’ Surgery
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Wednesday 7:30 PM Hooky Singers Primary School
Friday 10:00 AM Stay and Play Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 5:00 PM Live music night Sun Inn
Sunday 8:30 PM Quiz night Pear Tree Inn

FROM THE REGISTERS
The following were recently baptised at St Peter’s; Ayla Ann Rose Sabin; Jack David
Harris and Eleni Jacqueline Claire Loynds. We wish them and their families joy and
congratulations.

Date Day Time Event Location
03 Monday 12:00 Hook Norton Lunch Club Baptist Hall
05 Wednesday 15:30 Lego Club Library
06 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
07 Friday 19:00 St Peter's Summer Ball St Peter's Church
09 Sunday 09:00 Garden Club - National Arboretum Visit The Sun Inn
09 Sunday 13:00 Big Veggie Lunch Primary School
11 Tuesday 12:00 WI  Summer Lunch Wychwood Golf Club
12 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
12 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
13 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
15 Saturday Hook Norton School Summer Camp out
18 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
19 Wednesday 15:00 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
20 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
21 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
26 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
27 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
27 Thursday 19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
27 Thursday 19:30 Hooky Players Get Together The Sun Inn
29 Saturday 14:00 Strawberry Tea Glyndwr House
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - JULY
Date Day Time Event Location
01 Monday 12:00 Hook Norton Lunch Club Baptist Hall
03 Wednesday 15:30 Lego Club Library
04 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
05 Friday 15:15 FOHNS Summer BBQ Primary School
05 Friday 19:00 Music @ Crossroads Brewery Field
06 Saturday 13:30 Music @ Crossroads Brewery Field
10 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
10 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
11 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
16 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
17 Wednesday 15:00 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
17 Wednesday 15:30 Headteacher Retirement Celebration Picnic Primary School
17 Wednesday 18:00 Garden Club  - The Old Rectory, Salford - Visit The Sun Inn
18 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
19 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
19 Friday Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
19 Friday HN School Summer Holidays
20 Saturday 12:00 Festival of Fine Ales Rural Fayre Field
21 Sunday 12:00 Tennis Club Open Day Tennis Club
22 Monday 19:00 FOHNCL AGM Baptist Hall
23 Tuesday 19:30 HNLC - Climate Change - the tipping point Brewery
24 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
25 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
25 Thursday 19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
25 Thursday 19:30 Hooky Players Get Together The Sun Inn
01 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre

USEFUL CONTACTS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if
possible;
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk;
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk;
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council
issues. Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes;
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk;
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council
charges for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths,
wall units, sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres.  Details of
charges at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste.
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
This term has been racing away and we
have enjoyed a wonderful sunny May
Day Celebration. This is one of my
favourite events of the school year; it is
important to maintain our links with the
past and to promote our cultural
heritage into the future.
The children have sat their SATS, and
took them in their stride; the Y6s can
now really enjoy their last few weeks at
primary school!

We have had our church inspection this term and it
went extremely well. The inspector commented:
‘Many congratulations on your wonderful school’. The
report said: ‘Deeply embedded Christian values have
a strong impact on pupils’ excellent behaviour and
their positive attitudes to life and learning. Extra-
curricular activities including sport, art and music
enable pupils to thrive and excel in different areas. As
a result, pupils flourish academically and spiritually in
an environment of loving your neighbour.’
Y5s have been practising their cycling proficiency

around the village – even more important as the village grows. KS1 are off to
Windsor castle, and KS2 have enjoyed their topics on volcanoes and castles. (‘What
makes the earth angry?’ And ‘Why are Norman castles not bouncy?’). Our wonderful
garden continues to flourish under the green fingers of Incredible Edible, with a
lovely gazebo and hanging baskets as new additions.
We have continued to take part in Chipping Norton
schools’ partnership events with the U10s Rugby (we
came third) and the Modern Foreign Languages for
Y4. We are very fortunate to have such a strong
partnership that offers so much for our children, such
as Family Focus events, where children and their
families learn together; workshops for more able
children in a range of areas (courses in creative
writing or science for interested children, for
example); as well as a host of sporting fixtures throughout the year.

Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk

Stop Press : Head Teacher Retiring!
We are sad to announce that, after sixteen years as Head Teacher of Hook 
Norton CE Primary School, Stella Belgrove is retiring. We will be hosting a 
bring-your-own picnic on the school field (inside if wet) on Wednesday, 17
July at 3.30pm; all are welcome to come along and say goodbye. So bring 
your picnics, liquid refreshments, rugs, chairs, and join us in celebrating all
the fantastic work that Stella has undertaken, and we wish her a happy 
retirement. Please let us know if you are going to join us via e-mail on: 
office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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We’ve done those now!
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SAFARI SUPPER – SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2019
We’ve had a good response to the article in the April newsletter, but
we do have room for more people to participate. If you would like to
offer to be a host, please email us at safarisupper@live.co.uk with
your preferred course and the number of guests you can seat.
The evening will start with everyone meeting at 6.45pm for fizz and
canapés at a central location. This is where you will be given the
details of the destination to head to for your main course. As you
finish your main course, your host will announce details of your
dessert venue and everyone will move on to their next destination.
All locations will be within walking distance.
Hosts
This event can only take place if we have enough hosts and, therefore, priority will
be given to those people willing to do that! This is in no way a cookery competition,
and it is not about fine dining; the idea is that you have lots of fun and maybe meet
some new people – but not get stressed out by cooking. But you will need to be
able to seat at least four people plus yourselves, if you choose to host a course.
Cost and places
As a charitable event, all profits are going to local causes; we reveal the
beneficiaries on the night. Guests pay £22.50 per head, which includes canapés and
fizz to start, main course and dessert; bargain! Hosts pay a little less, to
compensate for their spend on food. For Main-course hosts, it’s £12.50 per head;
Dessert hosts, £17.50 per head.
Each couple will need to take two bottles of wine on safari (or whatever you’d prefer
to drink); one bottle for your main course table and one for your dessert table.
To book ‘a place at a table’, email your request to safarisupper@live.co.uk after
making your online payment directly into our account at HSBC – Hooky Safari
Supper, sort code 40-17-19, account number 11528645. PLEASE INCLUDE THE
DETAILS IN THE FORM BELOW IN YOUR EMAIL. Alternatively, you can use the tear
off slip below and deliver it to Jo Green at Petra Cottage, Netting Street, Hook
Norton, and enclose a cheque payable to Hooky Safari Supper. No cash thank
you. Places for guests will not be guaranteed until your payment has been received.
Any questions – please email safarisupper@live.co.uk

Kevin Hope, for the Safari Supper Team
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
IF PAYING BY CHEQUE, PLEASE TEAR OFF AND INCLUDE IN ENVELOPE.
IF PAYING ONLINE, PLEASE INCLUDE THE DETAILS BELOW IN YOUR EMAIL:
Name(s):                                                         Postal address:

Mobile number:   Email address:

Please choose from the following options, by deleting as appropriate:
�� I/we would like one/two tickets & enclose payment of £22.50 / £45
�� I/we would like to be main course host(s) & enclose payment of £12.50 / £25

o The maximum number of guests I/we can accommodate is  .....
�� I/we would like to be dessert host(s) & enclose payment of £17.50 / £35

o The maximum number of guests I/we can accommodate is  .....
No. of vegetarians:        No. of vegans:          Other specific dietary requirements:
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HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES
Saturday 20 July
Beer begging continues apace, and we hope that brewers
throughout the country will continue to show their
generosity. Last year we served around 110 different ales
donated by brewers from all over the UK, and managed to
raise around £21,750 for charity, with just over half going
to Bloodwise and the remainder distributed to local groups.
This brings the total amount raised since the first festival in
1994 to £336,000.
As ever, we are very much dependent on willing volunteers
for help on the day. While we have little problem finding
people to pour the beer, there are many less glamourous
roles that need filling. These include ticket selling at the
entrance, the ticket refresh in the main tent, and selling
merchandise on the day. Preparing the entrance packs the day before is a major
task that we may need help with, and clearing up the morning after isn’t always
popular.
One of our major costs is collection of full barrels from brewers all over the country
by courier. We can reduce this by asking for volunteers who might be travelling
around the country in the first two weeks of July, to pick up a barrel or two, it will
mean that we have more to donate following this year’s festival. If you think you
might be able to help please drop me an email.
One further innovation this year is the introduction of a tug-of-war competition
(prize: one barrel of beer!). We are still looking for teams so, if you think you might
be able to get a team (of eight) together, get in touch with us.
Two things to remember and pass on to others;
�� the Rural Fayre Field is used for livestock the rest of the year, so we would ask

that you avoid bringing any glass or cans to the event. This is a precondition of
our being able to use the field and the reason we only serve beer in
polycarbonate glasses. Security staff at the entrance will be checking and
asking anyone with glass or cans not to bring them onto the site.

�� bear in mind that the primary aim of the festival is to raise money for good
causes; bringing along your own drink goes against the spirit of the event and
ultimately reduces the amount raised for charity. We understand that real ale is
not the drink of choice for everyone so we also offer wine (sparkling and
otherwise), Pimms , G&T and cider, as well as soft drinks.

We are producing a short A5 programme this year to accompany the beer list,
which will talk about the origins of the beer festival and its impact on our
community. If you have any recollections you wouldn’t mind being quoted, please
send them to me via Facebook or email. The programme will also contain
advertising slots, some of which we are yet to fill so, if you would like a quarter
page ad for £50, please get in touch.
Check the website (www.hookybeerfest.co.uk) for more details and (beer related)
news, ‘like’ our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/HookyBeerFest/) or join our
Facebook group (www.facebook.com/groups/hookybeerfest/).

Hugh Robertson, info@hookybeerfest.co.uk
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Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV

See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation

or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
for availability and price list.

The outside facilities in both villas are
superb.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,

sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
     mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the

outdoor kitchen. Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
carolinecatling@btconnect.com

Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

10% Discount
Voucher

Check our web site for 
availability and booking.

www.luxuryvillasjavea.com

SSti


