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FROM THE EDITORS
The national Yellow Pages is now a
mere wraith of its former self,
subsumed into the Phone Book.
By contrast, the Hook Norton
Directory goes from strength to
strength – useful to everyone, and
supporting our local businesses, many
of whom also advertise in these
pages, and thereby support the cost
of printing the newsletter.
I hope you got your printed copy
delivered with the last newsletter; if
not, please let me know.
Distribution of two publications in a
single delivery on this scale (to every
property in the parish, we hope!) is
not a trivial task: collection of over
1100 copies of each; collation;
preparing a bundle for each
distributor; co-ordinating 40 pick-ups;
hauling heavy bags around the
parish; negotiating unfamiliar gates,
paths, letter-boxes and household
pets! I hope the photo gives you a
glimpse of the precision planning (and
the size of dining table) required for
just one step in this cascade.
As a mere editor, I feel I have a
rather easy life and bask in the
compliments due to others. Hats off to
Diana for the production and to Sean and
the team for a job well done for yet another
year.
Don’t forget that the Directory is also
available on line (and updated during the
year) on the village web site, www.hook-
norton.org.uk/directory-of-services/.
The Future of Hook Norton?
Our unusual front cover is a conceptual
image from one of three proposals from
Charlie Luxton Design for the Hook Norton
Community-Led Housing project.
See more details in the article in this
edition.

David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748,
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)
SIZE MONO COLOUR
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Half Page £20/17.50* £35/32.50*
Full Page £35/32.50* £70/65*
* price per issue for annual subscription
Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
Lane, Hook Norton  OX15 5NX or put in our postbox
in the village shop.

NEX T ISSUE: JUNE
COPY DATE: FRI 17th MAY
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.

Find us on the web at
www.hook-norton.org.uk/village-
newsletter
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers

MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton

Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.

Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY HOUSING PROJECT
The project took a significant step forward when Charlie Luxton Design
(CLD) presented three exciting site proposals to a full Hook Norton Low
Carbon (HNLC) Open Meeting at the Brewery on 26 February. Charlie
talked through the ‘journey’: from listening to the needs of the
community at the recent consultation workshops, through to translating
those ideas into a sustainable group of homes that will be affordable and adapt to
future changes. Many from the community who took part in the earlier meetings
were present and keen to see the results.
There was strong interest in all areas of
the designs, with each table discussing
aspects of the presentation before
drawing up a list of questions, ensuring
that everyone had the chance to air their
views. All of the questions were
thoughtful and perceptive and potential
issues were openly raised and discussed
without conflict.
It was fascinating to hear that the concept behind the proposals was inspired by
the Brewery itself, which has adapted and changed its buildings according to need
for 150 years. This influenced CLD to develop a Flexible Homes Concept for the
project, where individual dwellings can share a layout but the interiors can be easily
adapted over time to evolve with the changing needs of the residents.
Each of the three proposals offered a different
configuration and layout of homes, depending on
differing sizes of land available, but the
communal facilities and shared growing spaces,
designed to encourage neighbourly contact, were
at the heart of each plan. There were exciting
suggestions for the communal meeting space
such as a Community Café and work hub with
gallery space for exhibitions. Having renewable
energy features built into the homes from the
start will ensure they have low running costs and
will reduce their impact on the environment. As
CLD put it, ‘Architecture and sustainability are
intertwined and interdependent and must be
considered as a single issue not an afterthought.’
The land for the project is owned by Cherwell
District Council, and we have been working with
their housing strategy team to contribute to an
extensive report showing the feasibility, technical
requirements and social value of the project.
This will be used by their senior executives to reach a decision in April on the terms
of the transfer of the land to a newly formed Community Land Trust who will carry
the project to completion.
The design proposals can be viewed in detail on the HNLC web site, www.hn-
lc.org.uk/what-were-doing/community-housing

Cathy Ryan, Project Manager, catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org
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SUPPLYING PETROL FOR HOOK NORTON

The high street – 100 years ago and today
One of the biggest changes to the look of our High Street in the last 100 years surely
have been brought about by the arrival of the Motor Car. Along with this came the trades
that would provide the supporting petrol and service requirements. Described as a ‘Motor
Car Proprietor and Motor Garage’, it appears that Harry Turnock was the first such
business, in the 1920's, from his ironmonger’s premises in High Street. He had his
garage in the old wheelwrights, next to 'Corner Cottage', on the hill leading to Down End.
By 1924, competition had arrived when Horace Cox setup his garage in Chapel Street,
although this was advertised as a ‘Motor Cycle and Cycle Agent, Repairer and Garage’.
These two expanded by 1931, with Turnock becoming a ‘Motor Bus Proprietor and Motor
Garage’, and Cox adding ‘Motor Car Proprietor’ to his business profile. At his time Harry
Turnock was supplying Red Stripe petrol for 2/- (10p) a gallon. Dispensing petrol in those
days was via a hand-turned pump, a gallon (4.5L) at a time. When the gallon had been
pumped from the underground tank up into the machine, it was then released into the
cars petrol tank by gravity; then the next gallon was raised – and so on until the required
total had been reached. An unusual feature of the Turnock pumps was that they were set
back from the road behind a pathway, so petrol was pumped overhead through metal
pipes to reach the roadway, these were folded back against the shop when not in use.
Roy Gaddes took over the Turnock business in 1937, but not the garage: he would
eventually build a coach garage in Queen Street.
With the coming of WWII, the village Fire Brigade acquired a more modern engine in the
form of an Austin ATV. As a temporary measure, this was housed in Cox's garage so as
to be close to the Firemen's alert billet at the top of Tite Lane. With the end of hostilities,
the Fire Engine was then housed in the old Turnock garage, before finally getting its
permanent home in the Bourne, in 1953. In the 1950's, as the vehicle population grew,
more outlets offering petrol came into being. Stan Wise, an ex-Lagonda engineer,
established a National Benzole filling station and garage where Hill View is now, at the
bottom of Sibford Road, and Vera Burbridge added two Fina petrol pumps to her grocery
shop in High Street. R.S. Gaddes, meanwhile, continued to sell Esso and Esso Extra
petrol, also in High Street and, out of the village, John Wood set up a filling station and
garage at the Firs – the only survivor of up to 5 outlets in the 1950s.

Burbridge - High St             Turnock/Gaddes - High St                 Cox - Chapel St                     Wise - Sibford Rd
James Tobin
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB NEWS
We started our year off
with a fascinating talk
on Wild Orchids of
Great Britain and
Ireland, from one of
our members, Terry
Swainbank. His photos
were excellent and his
knowledge enviable.
Our Spring Show takes
place on Saturday 13
April 2019 at the Hook
Norton School and will
be open to the public
from 2.30pm. We hope
you can come along
and marvel at the
exhibits and enjoy the refreshments and raffle.
If you wish to take part, please come to the Memorial Hall on Wednesday 10 April
between 7.00pm and 8.00pm for enrolment.
Finally, our talk on Weds 17 April is rather topical, ‘All our yesterdays’: Changes in
climate, plant methods, regulations – Frank Hardy

Sian Arnold, 730263, sianrarnold@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES
Saturday 20 July 2019
The organising committee have started work on
this year’s beer festival. Beer begging has
started early this year and we hope that brewers
throughout the country will continue to show
their generosity. Last year we served around 110
different ales donated by brewers from all over
the UK, and managed to raise around £21,750
for charity – with just over half going to
Bloodwise, and the remainder distributed to local
groups. This brings the total amount raised since
the first festival in 1994 to £336,000.
As ever, we are very much dependent on willing
volunteers for help on the day. While we have
little problem finding people to pour the beer,
there are many less glamourous roles that need
filling. These include ticket selling at the
entrance, the ticket refresh in the main tent, and
selling merchandise on the day. Preparing the
entrance packs the day before is a major task
that we may need help with, and clearing up the
morning after isn’t always popular.
One of our major costs is courier collection of full barrels from brewers all over the
country. We can reduce this by asking for volunteers who might be travelling around
the country in the first two weeks of July, to pick up a barrel or two, it will mean
that we have more to donate following this year’s festival. If you think you might be
able to help please drop an email to info@hookybeerfest.co.uk.
One further innovation this year is the introduction of a tug of war competition
(prize one barrel of beer!). We are still looking for teams so if you think you might
be able to get a team (of 8) together, get in touch with us.
Two things to remember and pass on to others;
�� the Rural Fayre Field is used for livestock the rest of the year, so we ask that

you avoid bringing any glass or cans to the event. This is a precondition of our
being able to use the field, and the reason we only serve beer in polycarbonate
glasses. Security staff at the main entrance will be checking and asking anyone
with glass or cans not to bring them onto the site.

�� bear in mind that the primary aim of the festival is to raise money for good
causes. Bringing along your own drink goes against the spirit of the event and
ultimately reduces the amount raised for charity. We understand that real ale is
not the drink of choice for everyone so we also offer wine (sparkling and
otherwise), Pimm’s, G&T and cider, as well as soft drinks.

We are having an introductory and training evening for helpers on Friday 17 May at
the Brewery Visitor Centre so, if you feel you can contribute in any way, please drop
an email to info@hookybeerfest.co.uk and let us know if you can make it. Check the
website for more details and (beer related) news, www.hookybeerfest.co.uk, or join
the Facebook page, www.facebook.com/groups/hookybeerfest/.

Hugh Robertson
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.

As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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WHERE IS NORMAN MATTHEWS HALL?
The Norman Matthews Hall (NMH) has recently
been refurbished, along with a complete
upgrade to the new Benefice Church Office. The
Hall is now ready to hire as a convenient,
centrally located venue. Yes, you have got it…!
It is on the High Street, adjacent to Hooky
Library – formerly ‘The Youth Hall’. It has a red
door, hiding down the right hand side of the Old
School/Library Reading Room.
The accommodation consists of a reasonably
sized hall, seating 40–50 people comfortably. In
addition, there is a kitchen opening onto the
hall. There are stairs leading from the hall to a
sunny upper room that is suitable for a meeting
of up to a dozen people. All the ground floor is
wheelchair accessible, with a ramp to the
washrooms.
The NMH has a full sized table tennis table
stored in the vestibule, use of which is at no extra charge. There is access to a small
sheltered playground from the hall. For booking information, contact Jean at
the Benefice Office:
737995 / office@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk
The rates are £10 per hour and £5 for the small meeting room. Angel Powell

CANCER RESEARCH UK – FUNDRAISING UPDATE
Due to an event clash, our horse
racing evening in Middleton
Cheney has had to be postponed
to later in the year. In its place
we now have the Cheney Chase
– a two-mile fun-run in
Middleton Cheney on Sunday 19
May – similar to the Hooky
Alternative Race for Life but with
its own unique style and
character! This is the first spin-off event from the Hooky Race, which is now in its
10th year, and has raised over £13,800. It would be great if some of our Hooky
runners were able to support the Middleton Cheney event – please contact me for
information on how to enter.
Another date for your diaries - this year’s Hooky Alternative Race for Life will be on
Sunday 6 October.
Our new exciting initiative for 2019 is a sunflower field, to be planted at the
Chipping Norton allotment site, in memory of our lovely friend Charlotte. The plan
is to have a field of sunflowers ready for picking in August, with open days on which
people can come and pick sunflowers, in return for donations to CRUK.
For information on events or how to help with our fundraising, please contact me

Gill Begnor, 07855 807005, gillbegnor@live.co.uk
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46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB

Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner

Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

www.hancocks-legal.co.uk
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LADIES OF HOOKY, TURN OUT YOUR DRAWERS
Hook Norton WI are celebrating the 100th anniversary of Oxfordshire WI this year.
We have been asked to do 100 of something. We decided to do something to benefit
women less fortunate, and are aiming to collect 100+ bras and pants to be sent to
women in Africa where underwear is a luxury.
I'm sure we all have bras tucked away in underwear drawers that we have grown
out of or are uncomfortable. We have contacted a charity in Scotland called 'Smalls
for All' – details can be found on line. They accept donations of new pants and
gently-worn Bras. So get looking now and see if you can find any to donate.
Donations can be given to WI members or let me know and I will arrange collection.
We will be collecting until 30 July.
Total collected so far: BRAS: 42 / PANTS: 28
Look out for updates in the next newsletter.

Margaret Gardner, 737882

FEBRUARY QUIZ SOLUTION – SPRING FEVER
Thank you to the five readers who entered the Spring Fever prize quiz in the
February edition. Beverley Pendery was drawn out at as the winning entry at the
service on 10 March, and received a £5 cash prize. The answers:

1. If roses are red, what are blue?        Violets

2. What month is associated with spring showers?     April

3. What period of the church’s year lasts 40 days?     Lent

4. Judy Garland starred in which seasonal musical in 1948?  Easter Parade

5. The daffodil is a member of which genus of plants?    Narcissus

6. What is the larval stage of an amphibian called?    Tadpole

7. On the Roman calendar what corresponds to 15 March   Ides of March

8. What is a safe place for eggs and young birds to develop called? Nest

9. If it’s a solstice in summer, what is it in spring?     Equinox

10. The character’s names (based on the first letter of the clues) VALENTINE
Kevin Hope

AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE ADVICE
If you are a pensioner with a working-age partner on low income, there are changes
coming into force on 15 May, which may affect your eligibility for Pension Credit and
Housing Benefit. If you think this may apply to you, you are advised to contact the
Age UK Oxfordshire helpline for specific advice at 0345 450 1276 or
helpline@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk.

Sophie Dyer, Age UK Oxfordshire
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Friends of Hook Norton Community Library

BOOK and PLANT SALE
HOOK NORTON LIBRARY

SATURDAY, 11 MAY 2019, 9.30am–12 noon
Books and plants at bargain prices, coffee and 

biscuits, a raffle with fantastic prizes, and live music
Book donations to Hook Norton Library between 

Friday 3 May and Friday 10 May (not before, please)

Donations of plants and decorative garden pots also welcome
All unsold books will be donated to Oxfam

See you there!
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HOOK NORTON WI
At our February meeting, Michael Bull gave us an interesting talk on similes,
metaphors and slang. He speaks many languages, and informed us that there are
more of these in English than other languages, which makes our language both
interesting and challenging.
Sheila Lilley and Paula Clarke had joined Teresa Forest for lunch in Cirencester
recently, and Teresa is recovering from her recent ordeal and busy writing up her
experiences.
Patricia Lesley won the competition and read out her charming poem for Valentine's
Day, together with one written by her husband. All the poems read out enchanted
members, and there were many ‘ahs’. We continue to be delighted by the talents of
our members.
This month is our AGM, and our Present, Catherine Sparks, reminded us all to give
thought to playing our part in running our branch.
As we age – and many of the existing committee have been in post for a number of
years now – new blood is essential to the continued existence of our Hook Norton
branch.
As reported earlier, Catherine is willing to continue as President for a final year but
no longer, so it is imperative that we find a replacement for her, otherwise this
branch is in danger of closing.
During the past ten years our branch has thrived, and attendance numbers confirm
how much all enjoy our excellent programme.
A good team can be a hard act to follow, but no team at all spells doom.

Chris Town

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School, 
off Osney Close, 
Queen Street, 
Hook Norton. 
OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
Email: hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days Times Costs

Breakfast Club Monday–Friday 7.30-9am 88p per 
15 minutes

Morning Playgroup Monday–Friday 9am–12 noon £17.00
Pick Up from Nursery Monday–Friday 11.30am £2.50
Lunch Club Monday–Friday 12 noon–12.30pm £2.50

Take to Nursery Monday–Friday 12.30pm £2.50
Afternoon Playgroup Monday–Friday 12.30–3.30pm £17.00
Pick Up from School Monday–Friday 3.15-4pm £2.50

After School Club Monday–Friday 3.15–6pm £1.25 per 
15 minutes

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

REQUIRED:

SOMEONE TO SEW
 SOFT FURNISHINGS TO A

PROFESSIONAL STANDARD.
Please contact
07845 215814
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Spring is here, and we’re planting
our most ambitious school garden
yet. We have new raised beds, and
every child has been planting seeds
for salads and vegetables. We plan
to eat what we grow, by using our
harvest in school dinners. We hope
to inspire more children to love their veggies!
Also since the last issue:
Special Visitor: Our area bishop, the Bishop of
Dorchester, led an assembly in school to recognise our
excellent recent church school inspection (pictured).
Netball: Our team (pictured) were Small School
champions at a recent tournament for local schools.
‘Always’ club: We’ve launched a new reward scheme for

children who always
work hard and do their
best. Those nominated
by their teachers will
enjoy a special breakfast
in the head’s office each
half term.
Website: We’ve
overhauled our website,
with lots of lively new
photos and a blog with regular updates of activities
in all the classrooms. Our new address is
www.great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk/ .
Book Week: We celebrated World Book Day with
a new twist — instead of fancy dress, we all

decorated plain white t-shirts in honour of our favourite book. We also had a book
fair and a book-themed Bake Off.
Comedy Night: We’re trying a
new kind of fundraiser next
month — a pop-up comedy club!
2015 English comedian of the
year Duncan Oakley will be the
headline act at an evening of
laughs organised by Flock
Comedy and the Friends of Great
Rollright. Tickets are available
now — see ad for details.
Parents and carers are strongly
encouraged to visit, to see first-
hand all that we have to offer. Please make an appointment by calling us on
737202. We look forward to meeting you!

Michelle Hastings, Headteacher
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BAPTIST BANTER
Christians of the Baptist flavour have been around in Hooky for
about 375 years, and we worship today in a building built over 300
years ago! We are hoping to be around for some time yet and we
would like to keep our Georgian chapel too, so we have applied for permission to
renovate the chapel, as it is Grade II listed. We were granted approval by the
Baptist Union of Great Britain’s Listed Building Advisory Committee back in January
and are now underway raising the funds so we can get this work started.
The founders of the church would meet in each other’s homes for prayer, worship
and bible study as they were ‘dissenters’ from the established Church of England,
and so had to meet with a low profile! Finally, the Toleration Act was passed in
1689, allowing dissenters, or non-conformists as they were known, to meet publicly.

William Hardwood, a wealthy member, built a
house (The Old Manse, Netting St), the chapel
and three cottages on the land where the existing
chapel now stands. The cottages, by the
roadside, have long since gone, and the hall now
standing in the grounds was built in Victorian
times.
Our challenge now is to undertake a renovation
that will make the Georgian chapel fit for another
300 years or so! The renovation will improve

drainage, remove the causes of damp, level the floor and install energy-efficient
heating and insulation, whilst bringing the building up to modern standards and
regulations. The programme is being split into three phases: phase 1 will address
the exterior works and install a new porch door, level the floor and install under-
floor heating; phase 2 will undertake a complete electrical re-wire and install energy
efficient lighting in-keeping with the character of a Georgian chapel! Phase 3 will see
the restoration of the galleries and install improved seating. The whole lot will cost
in the region of £410k (plus VAT!), but we are focussing on Phase 1 for now at
about £225k and we are about a third of the way to that target.
Our aim is to make the chapel into a venue that the whole community can enjoy for
events such as concerts, dramas, etc., not just for Sundays. So if you are interested
in our plans and/or want to help, please get in contact with us. But you don’t have
to wait until the renovation is complete! You can come along any Sunday at
10:30am. You are also warmly invited to our Easter Services:
Good Friday, 19 April, 10am: Contemplation at the Cross (followed by hot cross
buns!)
Easter Sunday, 21 April, 10:30am: Family Easter Celebration
More details at: www.hookybaptist.org.uk/. We look forward to seeing you!

Pastor Peter Brookes, 30677, hookypastor@gmail.com @HookyPastor

STOP PRESS!
Our Still Waters Café folk are looking to raise funds for the Katherine 

House Bed Appeal and have arranged an Afternoon Tea with table top 
sales, raffles, etc. on Saturday, 4 May, 2-4pm. Do come along and support. 

Watch out for the posters soon!
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
Hooky play cricket at Edgbaston…!
The cricket club travelled to Edgbaston, home of Warwickshire
County Cricket Club, on Sunday, 3 March, in the ECB Indoor Club
Championship Regional Finals day. Playing in the second semi-
final of the day, versus Barnards Green, we bowled first and
reduced the opposition to 82 all out. Pick of the bowlers were
Adam Bennett (2/13) and Jordan Glazier (2/16). Hooky got off to a great start
putting on 40 for the first wicket. Richard Knight (19) and Dan White (22) set a
platform for Tom Bartlett to see us home with 24 not out and 3 overs to spare.
Neyland awaited us in the final, having beaten Potton Town in the other semi-final.
Having lost the toss, and after a quick turnaround between games, Hooky found
themselves in trouble at 30-3, but an excellent 21 from Adam Bennett and 41 from
Tom Bartlett saw Hooky post a competitive 101. However, Neyland got off to a flyer
thanks to Nick Koomen (24) and Pat
Bellerby (27 not out). Hooky did make
inroads, thanks to a sharp caught-and-
bowled by Dan White and a direct hit run
out from Richard Knight. Unfortunately,
that was as good as it got for the side,
as Neyland chased the target down with
three overs to spare, Skipper Sean
Hannon seeing his side home with 25 not
out. For a village side like ours to make
the last eight in the country of such a
prestigious tournament was fantastic
work by all players involved. An even
prouder moment for the team was
looking up onto the balcony and having
30+ supporters cheering on every run
and wicket. Here's hoping next year we
can go one step further and a trip to Lords, the home of cricket. Massive thanks to
all who attended and congratulations to Neyland Cricket Club.
New season: Our new season is fast approaching, and we are seeing a good
turnout at indoor nets on a Sunday evening at Sibford School (7–9pm). We have
Saturday teams in division 3 and 6 of the OCA league, midweek T20 matches and
Sunday friendly fixtures – and are always on the lookout for players of all
standards, ages and abilities. We also have a strong mini and junior set up, with
teams from reception through to u17s. Interested in joining us or finding out more?
Please contact Rob Webb (07932 156641 / robs-crops@hotmail.co.uk).
If you are interested in junior/mini cricket come along to our Open Evening on
Friday 10 May or, for more information, please contact
Jeff Hutchinson: (07496 817303 / jef.hutchinson1@btinternet.com).
Sponsorship: We have a range of fantastic sponsors. If you would like to sponsor
us, no matter how big/small, please get in touch with us. We currently have match
side banners available at a rate of £150 per year.
Social Events for your diary: Our annual race night takes place on Saturday 27
April and is open to everyone. For more information look out for our posters or
contact Jordan Glazier (jj84553634@hotmail.com).

Julia Ingham
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NEWS FROM ST PETER’S
Progress is being made for the arrival of
our new rector, the Revd Janet Faull, and
her husband Martin. Minor repairs and
decoration of the rectory are underway,
as are the details of her Induction and
Installation Service, to be held on
Wednesday, 22 May, 7.30pm. Bishop
Colin will oversee the ceremonies and
members of the Deanery Clergy will also
join with us for this very special service.
We hope that we will be supported by
our village families, too. Light
refreshments will follow the formalities.
In the meantime the work of the Church
goes on and we are now deeply into
Lent, with two more of our joint Lent
meetings to come: 27 March and 10
April, 7.30–9.30pm, in the Baptist Hall.
Lent is a time for all of us to reflect on
both our physical and spiritual lives.
Jesus, himself went off into the desert
for 40 days to be alone, testing his
physical needs but also giving Him time
to be closer to His Father, God. It is whilst he was at his weakest that he was
tempted to give in; to eat bread, to test God’s saving grace, and to overcome the
‘promise’ of earthly power. But he held on tight to His principles, and overcame the
darkness that was surrounding Him.
Have you done anything about yourself this Lent and to what ends? Giving up a
favourite food or drink – probably good for you, but will you give the money you
have saved to a good cause? Being aware of, and conquering, an unattractive habit
that you have developed over the years – and feeling strengthened by that?
Knowing within yourself the way you use your influence and power over others –
are you really the person God created you to be?
When we take time to stop and consider the way we live our lives, we know that we
could always do better, always do more for others. At Easter, we are drawn face-to-
face with the enormity of what God, through Jesus, did for us: forgiveness through
loving sacrifice. How good it would feel if, when Easter comes, you too will feel good
about yourself because of what you have achieved through Lent. Easter morning
could become a moment of real joy. Come and worship to celebrate the real
meaning of Easter at one of our services.
Mothering Sunday: 10am, 31 March; (Posies for mum made by the children of our

school)
Palm Sunday: 10am, 14 April; (Palm crosses)
Maundy Thursday: 7.30pm, 18 April; (Passover supper. Please sign up for catering

numbers)
Good Friday: 2pm, 19 April; (A quiet reflective service for one hour)
Easter Sunday: 10am, 21 April; (A service of Praise!)

Janet Collins, Lay Minister
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DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk 

bridalwear

Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to 
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges

KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
The school has been its usual hive of activity, with the children involved
in all sorts of activities – from investigating aliens who visited KS1 and
left footprints and green slime, to trying to find a way out of a locked
(virtual) library and learning to fight Roman-style. Y6 children spent an
exciting week at Yenworthy Lodge in the West Country, climbing,

orienteering, walking up streams and finding out how
electric fences work….
Some Y6 children are also going to Sweden this
month to stay with host families and enjoy being
Swedish children for a week. We have enjoyed this
wonderful link for over 20 years now – the longest of
any school in Oxfordshire.
We took our choir to Young Voices in Birmingham,
where they sang with 6,000 other children (and Tony
Hadley from Spandau Ballet!).
Our ‘Make Me Smile’ Day focused on children’s well-
being and mental health, something that has been in
the news recently.
World Book Day was a colourful occasion, with
everyone turning out in an array of inventive
costumes to reflect their favourite book. We also

marked Rare Diseases Day with the children
wearing bright colours to show their solidarity.
The Prayer Space Week was very well received by
the children. Each class was able to spend time in
the Prayer Space, writing prayers, taking a
moment for quiet reflection and to share their
hopes and dreams. Thank you to the church
members who supported with this.
Recent sporting events have included Wade
Gymnastics competition, U11s Netball and Cricket
coaching sessions.
Although the school is so much more than exam

results, we were
delighted to be fourth
out of over 300 schools
in the Oxfordshire primary schools’ league tables for the
overall performance in KS2 SATS last year. If you would
like to volunteer to help us, your time would be most
appreciated (subject to the usual safeguarding checks, of
course).
Please take a look at our new school website: www.hook-
norton.oxon.sch.uk. You will find all our policies,
newsletters, photographs, Head Teacher’s blog and lots of
other information about the school.

Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-
norton.oxon.sch.uk
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Let me start with some superlative theatre – Peter Schaffer’s modern classic, ‘Equus’,
is on tour and will be at Bath’s Theatre Royal to 6 April – well worth a hurried trip. I
like the review headline, ‘A Thoroughbred Rides High Again.’
Equally brilliant is Arthur Miller’s ‘The Price’ – with David Suchet magnetic as the 89-
year-old furniture dealer. He does justice to one of Miller’s best plays at London’s
Wyndham to 27 April.
I know Guildford isn’t on our doorstep but another revival, at the Yvonne Arnaud, is a
tempting trip. Charlotte Keatley’s 1985 drama about mothers, daughters and four
generations of social change in ‘My Mother Said I Never Should’ is poignant and
bittersweet. Another touring masterpiece is the staging of Kazuo Ishiguro’s novel ‘The
Remains of the Day’, at Oxford Playhouse 16–20 April. Niamh Cusack stars as the
housekeeper. Finally, John Donnelly’s update of Moliere’s comedy of 1664, ‘Tartuffe –
The Imposter’, now set in modern-day Hampstead, is a delight at the National’s
Lyttelton to 30 April.
At the galleries, I must remind you of the Pierre Bonnard at Tate Modern – a vivid
display of mastery in colour and light – to 6 May. Also at Tate Modern, but very
different, is Dorothea Tanning. A pioneering female Surrealist she sets out to capture
‘unknown but knowable states’ in her eerily sensual paintings. By the time you leave
you may well feel squirmy and unsettled inside. But don’t miss it – on until 9 June.
Nor can I miss recommending the comprehensive retrospective of the legendary
British photographer Don McCullin at Tate Britain – to 6 May. Well over 250
photographs, all printed by McCullin himself in his own darkroom; it is a unique
opportunity to appreciate his long career.
The RA have two wonderful opposites – a peep-show of Renaissance Nudes; by such
masters as Titian, Raphael, Cranach and Durer. A wonderful collection – the curators
add a quirky touch by presenting a balanced gender between naked males and
females! (It runs to 2 June). Then, in the gallery’s soaring new spaces, Phillida
Barlow’s huge sculptures make full use of the natural light streaming in from the
elegant windows high above. Quite a show – to 23 June.
Whatever you make of Jeff Koons at Oxford’s Ashmolean, there is no doubt the man
has blockbuster appeal. This show of 17 sculptures and paintings is already the
fastest-selling exhibition in the museum’s history. Heir to Surrealism and American
Pop Art of the 60s – look and wonder! It continues to 9 June.
Only today I read that a major VG exhibition is coming to Tate Britain from 27 March:
‘Van Gogh and Britain’. It claims to reveal how a spell in London inspired the painter
to become a truly modern artist. The capital was foggy and filthy but to Van Gogh it
was ‘absolutely beautiful’. More anon.
The Concert Halls beckon: on 22 May, the Russian Philharmonic of Novosibirsk add to
Tchaikovsky, Prokofiev and Rimsky-Korsakov with the highlight in Mussorgsky’s vivid
musical pictures brought to life in Ravel’s celebrated orchestration – ‘’Pictures at an
Exhibition’.
I am also attracted by a tour of the Symphony Hall – 10am, 26 Apr (90 minutes).
There is also one at the Town Hall – 10.30 on 30 April. What an opportunity to see
such beautiful architecture.
At Oxford – St John the Evangelist Church, on 4 May at 14.30, the Goldner String
Quartet perform the American Connection of their May Music – Dvorak, Copland, John
Williams and Erich Korngold. Let us balance the musical traditions!

John Wheatley
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SAFARI SUPPER
Saturday 14 September 2019
Safari Supper is back and we’re hoping for another great evening of
food, friendship and fun. We look forward to seeing our faithful
supporters return for another Safari, with some new faces joining in
with the merriment.
The evening will start with hosts and guests meeting at 6.45pm for fizz
and canapés at a central location. This is where you will be given the
details of the destination to head to for your main course. As you finish
your main course, your host will announce details of your dessert venue, and everyone
will move on to their next destination. All locations will be within walking distance.
You will need to take two bottles of wine per couple (or whatever you’d prefer to drink);
one bottle for your main course and one for your dessert. Finally, we will all gather back
at The Sun for a good old natter and catch-up!
Hosts
This event can only take place if we have enough hosts and, therefore, priority will be
given to those people willing to do that – following the announcement in last October’s
newsletter, we’ve already had some offers! This is in no way a cookery competition, and
it is not about fine dining; the idea is that you have lots of fun and maybe meet some
new people – but not get stressed out by cooking. But you will need to be able to seat at
least four people plus yourselves if you choose to host a course.
Cost and places
As a charitable event, all profits go to local causes; we reveal the beneficiaries on the
night. Guests pay £22.50 per head, which includes canapés and fizz to start, main course
and dessert; bargain! Hosts pay a little less to compensate for their spend on food. For
main course hosts, its £12.50 per head; dessert hosts, £17.50 per head.
We’re initially looking to fill 100 places on this year’s Safari, so places are limited, and
will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. If we get lots of host offers, then we
could accept more guests. Places for guests will not be guaranteed until your payment
has been received.
To book ‘a place at a table’, email your request to safarisupper@live.co.uk after making
your online payment directly into our account at HSBC - Hooky Safari Supper, sort
code 40-17-19, account number 11528645. PLEASE INCLUDE THE DETAILS IN THE
FORM BELOW IN YOUR EMAIL. Alternatively, you can use the tear off slip below and
deliver it to Jo Green at Petra Cottage, Netting Street, Hook Norton, and enclose a
cheque payable to Hooky Safari Supper.
No cash thank you. Any questions – please email safarisupper@live.co.uk

Kevin Hope, for the Safari Supper Team
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
IF PAYING BY CHEQUE, PLEASE TEAR OFF AND INCLUDE IN ENVELOPE.
IF PAYING ONLINE, PLEASE INCLUDE THE DETAILS BELOW IN YOUR EMAIL:
Name(s):                                                         Postal address:
Mobile number:   Email address:
Please choose from the following options, by deleting as appropriate:

�� I/we would like one/two tickets & enclose payment of £22.50 / £45
�� I/we would like to be main course host(s) & enclose payment of £12.50 / £25

o The maximum number of guests I/we can accommodate is  .....
�� I/we would like to be dessert host(s) & enclose payment of £17.50 / £35

o The maximum number of guests I/we can accommodate is  .....
Number of vegetarians:          Other dietary requirements (including vegan)
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WHO’S THAT WATCHING MY HOUSE?
And taking photographs of it? And making drawings?!!

Fear not, dear reader – it’s only the VCH… WHO?

The Victoria County History began in 1899 as an effort to create a history of every
town and village in the country, organised by county.

So far, Oxfordshire has published 18 volumes, with two more due for publication in
coming months. Volume 21 is going to cover Chipping Norton, Hook Norton and
Great Rollright, with four professional historians working on the district’s history
from Jurassic times to the present day. Work began in January on Hook Norton –
only 120 years after the project started!

This represents the most important attempt to unlayer Hooky’s past since Margaret
Dickins’s book in 1928. The VCH has delegated the excellent Stephen Mileson as our
historian, and he has until December to prepare the first draft of the HN chapters;
he will report at our Local History Group meeting on 2 December, and his draft will
then become available on the VCH website for all who wish to comment on it.

It will probably be about 2025 before the print version of volume 21 – a ‘big red
book’ – is published and then, a little later, made freely available online.

Already Stephen is raising questions about our early history. Just what is the
evidence for saying the village began life in the late Anglo-Saxon period?

What precisely are the architectural features that supposedly date St Peter’s to
about 1000 AD? New materials are being unearthed: for example, manuscript
records have come to light relating to the D’Oilly family, who were lords of this
manor (and held the title ‘Baron Hokenorton’) in the century after the Norman
Conquest, a period we know little about so far.

The investigation is likely to spread out in various ways. If possible, it would be
helpful to conduct some geophysical tests to find underground traces of lost
buildings, including the medieval manor house and the first Methodist chapel.

Members of the Oxfordshire Building Record are interested in helping with a proper
external survey of some of our old houses (hence the photos) and perhaps even
analysis of timbers to help date them - but only, of course, with the approval of the
present owners.

Quite how far all this can usefully go remains to be seen, but it should open up
areas for local historians to investigate subsequently.

We should know more about local agriculture, both before and since the enclosure
revolution of 1773, more about the response to rural poverty and the impact of the
railway and ironstone quarrying between 1887 and 1963, and so on.

Members of the Local History Group are doing all they can to help, most notably at
the moment by making accessible old wills and probates.

Those eager to understand their local community – and what has made it as it is –
live in interesting times.

Donald Ratcliffe
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Sewing for you
Frances Williams

Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making

& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297   Mobile: 07964 691274

Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP



NATIONAL FEDERATION
OF

WOMEN’S INSTITUTES

OXFORDSHIRE FEDERATION

HOOK NORTON W.I.

PROGRAMME: 2019-2020

Meetings on the
3rd Tuesday of the Month

In
The Baptist Hall

At
2pm

Visitors Welcome



WI 2019-2020 PROGRAMME
2019
16 April   The English Mediaeval

Cathedrals       Chris Caddy
Competition: A Cathedral souvenir

21 May   The Making of Handwoven
Bags from the Philippines  Analiza Jones

Competition: Embroidered bag

11 June   Summer Lunch at the
Wychwood Golf Club

18 June   Wildlife of the Galapagos
Islands        David Willatts

Competition: A sea shell

27 June   Pimm’s Evening at Shirley’s

23 July   Summer Outing

20 August  Garden Party at Rosa’s

17 September Chatsworth and the
Cavendish Family     Gillian White

Competition: An old family photo

15 October  Christmas Decoration
Workshop       Ann Sharman

Competition: Christmas Tree decoration



WI 2019-2020 PROGRAMME (contd)
2019 (contd)

12 November Christmas Shopping Trip

19 November Let’s Prevent Breast Cancer  Catherine
Competition: Autumn arrangement    Sparks

3 December  Christmas Lunch
at The Gate Hangs High

17 December “The Adderbury Ukes”
and Christmas Tea

2020

21 January  The Loan Soldier     Bruce Duncan
Competition: Military memorabilia

18 February  Alpacas and a World
of Fabulous Fluff     Jane Abbott

Competition: A woolly hat

17 March  Annual Meeting
and Mini-Show



PRESIDENT
Mrs Catherine Sparks

01608 678449

VICE PRESIDENT
Mrs Sue Harris
01608 737494

SECRETARY
Mrs Margaret Gardner

01608 737882

TREASURER
Mrs Sue Harris
01608 737494
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AN EASTER QUIZ



42



43

HOOK NORTON GUIDING
Girlguiding are in
the process of
launching the
new programme
that has to be in
place by
September 2019,
so everyone is
working well on
that. This term,
the units
concentrated on
spring activities
and also
celebrating
Thinking Day in
their own units. Hook Norton Guides joined with Bloxham Guides and Senior Section
for Thinking Day, to take part in lots of international activities, which you can see
from the photos. Hook Norton Rainbows have welcomed two new Rainbows. They
have been very busy with visits to the library and village museum, a dance lesson,
and crafts, as well as celebrating Thinking Day. Hook Norton Brownies have been

working on new skills badges
with the girls. We are all looking
forward to the warmer weather
so that we can hold our
meetings out of doors! Lots of
exciting activities and events
are happening in the summer –
we will write about them as
they take place!
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides
and Senior Section are all going
well in Hook Norton. If you
have girls who are interested in
joining one of the units and are
aged between 5 and 18, then
please do get in touch.
Likewise, if you remember
enjoying Girlguiding when you
were younger and would like to
help volunteer for Girlguiding,
then please email me – always
keen to get people involved in
which ever way you can offer.

Julie Wood, Swere Valley
District Commissioner, on
behalf of HN Girlguiding,

SwereValleyDC@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON SENIOR FOOTBALL
The senior Hook
Norton Football Club
is going from
strength to strength
at the moment. Last
time I wrote, we were
5th in the table; at
the moment of this
being written, we are
3rd. We have two
games in hand over
2nd placed Spartan
Rangers Reserves,
and are only four
points behind them.
Second place is a real
possibility.
We played Chippy Town and beat them 5–2. The next game was FC Mills – who
were above us in the league – an away fixture; we hammered them 9–1, with a
wide variety of goal-scorers. We’ve not managed to score double figures in a game
this season but we’ve been very close indeed, netting nine times in three separate
games.
We beat Tower Hill 5–1 in the cup and now face the aforementioned Spartan
Rangers Reserves in the quarter finals – on 16 March at the Hook Norton Sports
and Social Club, 1.30pm kick-off. This will be a tough encounter, and it would be
great to see some of you to cheer on the lads. The semi-finals await the victors.
We also have 2 more league home games this month, 23 and 30 March – both 2pm
kick-offs at Bourne Road.
Hope to see some of you at the next few games. UTH!

Chris Tate-Davies, Chair
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hiya, Hooky! Well, another couple of months has flown by and aren’t the spring
flowers lovely to see? The various bulbs, planted by myself and Tim Birchell,
amongst others, are coming up a treat. Thanks to Shirley for many of the bulbs.
What a lovely village we inhabit.
As usual, most folks’ favourite subject prevails – there has been an increasing
amount of dog poo left lying, especially on the Sibford Road and surrounding paths
and verges. I would ask that you remind friends, family and neighbours, that it is
unacceptable to not pick it up. I especially wish to shame the girl/young woman,
who was recently seen not picking up after the spaniel (CKC or Cocker) emptied
itself outside a village house, and, when offered a poo bag, gave an extremely rude
response and walked off, leaving the mess behind. Please, folks, train your
youngsters to pick up, before the summer months, when, I know, many youth will
be walking the family pooch. And someone walking a large dog is not picking up.
Please have your dog within your sight, at all times, even if you walk off lead. Also,
I have seen folk still exercising their dogs in the cemetery and playground. Please,
keep your dog close by you in these areas, and be aware of their “movements”.
Thank you. Remember, it is never the fault of the dog, it is always the fault of the
human. After all, dogs don’t know any better...
Now, on a lighter note, I wish to thank some very special people who, of their own
volition, are litter-picking the lanes around our beautiful village, as they walk. It is
thanks to these folk that the approaches to Hooky are as uncluttered and pleasant
as they are. We are so blessed to have such an unselfish element within our
community, who love the countryside and wish to enhance its appearance, for the
enjoyment of all.
And now a quick reminder that the Lost Property box, located in the front left-hand
window of the village shop, has now been emptied but, for a very short time only,
the contents will still be retrievable. So, if you, or your children, have lost an item of
clothing, or a toy or sports equipment, in or around the village, please, do contact
me as soon as possible. The items will be going to charity, or the tip, if unclaimed.
Here’s to the approach of summer. Enjoy, everyone. See you around.

Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718

SUMMER BALL
ST PETER’S CHURCH; 7 JUNE, 7.15pm

In the last edition of the Newsletter, we announced our Summer Ball. 
It obviously hit the spot and we are already fully booked. Wonderful…..
The response encourages us to think of a possible repeat in 2020.
Meantime, if you are keen to attend this time, then let me know and I will 
set up a ‘waiting list’ in case of any cancellations. Rita

Please email me at wheatleyjohn9@gmail.com
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037

Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
At the time of writing, the results of the Floodlit Banbury
league matches were: A team 2nd in Div 1; B team 3rd in
Div 2; C team 2nd in Div 4. The summer league is now
under way.
Re-surfacing of our courts: We are pleased to announce
that an extension to the lease covering the tennis courts and clubhouse has been
agreed and, subject to receipt of formal documentation, the resurfacing of all three
courts is planned for the two weeks commencing 13 May. The new surface will give
a better and consistent all year round playing experience, and we intend to maintain
that quality of performance with regular maintenance.
To save money, we will be taking the old surface up ourselves, by cutting it into
strips. If anyone wants quantities of used astro-turf, we are happy for you
to have it. You will have to provide transport to take it away.
Junior coaching sessions:
Easter Coaching Programme: Monday 8 April to Thursday 18 April
The Tots (3–5 year olds) 9–9.30 am; Mini Reds (5–8 year olds) 9.30–10.30am; Mini
Oranges (8–9 year olds) 10.30–11.30am; Mini Greens (10+ year olds) 11.30am–
12.30pm; and Juniors (11+ year
olds) 12.30–1.30pm.
Spring Coaching Programme:
23 April–23 May: Contact Marc
Gilkes for details.
Events:
AGM: 16 April
Mixed Fun tournament: 20 April
Wimbledon Draw: 3 May
Mens Doubles tournament: 11 May
Summer holiday tennis, followed
by Friday night fizz: 31 May
Congratulations! Hook Norton’s
Faith Heron won her Oxfordshire
Senior County Championships
Over-35 Ladies Singles final at the
White Horse Tennis Centre in
Abingdon on 10 March. She
defeated number one seed, Liz
Bamber, 6-2, 6-4.

Elaine Priestley

Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 /
baselinecoaching@outlook.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Sue Glasson, 730880, 
merrymoons@me.com, or see: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or 
www.hooknortontennis.com
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
There are only two meetings left for our 2018/19 season. The subject of this
month’s talk is Oxfordshire Castles, the speaker being Trevor Rowley. Our AGM is in
May and, immediately after the formal part of the evening, Kate Tiller, our
president, will talk about the Victoria County History, with particular reference to
the village.
In addition, there were will be a couple of shorter talks about historical finds made
on the site of the Scholars’ Gate housing development.
Last month, Liz Woolley gave an inspiring talk about the 66 Men of Grandpont who
lost their lives during the Great War. Grandpont is an area of Oxford lying to the
south of Folly Bridge close to the Abingdon road. In conjunction with others, Liz has
produced a film which has won an award. The film can be viewed on Vimeo:
https://vimeo.com/273961717.
As indicated in the February newsletter, the group has been given a number of
printed maps that were produced by then village resident, Joan Lawrence, in the
1980s. In addition we were also given prints of her painting of the Pear Tree. Copies
of either print, costing £10 each, can be obtained either from Donald Ratcliffe
(730917) or from me.
Further information about the group can be obtained from me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

‘Pop-Up Market’
at St Peter's Church

Saturday 27 April, 9.30am–1pm
Alongside Font Café & Bacon Butties

Crafts, Traidcraft, Home Bakes, 
Gifts, Toys and Recycled Items

All Welcome
Proceeds in aid of St Peter's Church

Interested in a Stall? 
Contact: angelmrpowell@gmail.com

sjorchard15@gmail.com
Tel: 01608 730512
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON LUNAR SOCIETY
The two most recent speakers introduced Hooky
Lunartiks to some seamier aspects of life, which left
them with not only the unsavoury thought of
spending more than 100 days at a time with more
than 100 blokes, confined inside the very small living
space of a submarine, but also the poisonous potentials of the Solanaceae family of
plants.
Submariner Robert Forsyth (Cdr RN Ret) talked about his experience of submarine
operations in the Cold War, covering his time serving in six submarines, two of
which he commanded, including a Polaris nuclear hunter-killer. He says: ‘We were
tasked with countering the Soviet submarine threat, [which] led to some exciting
moments!’ Sometimes submarines ran into things, for example stalagmites growing
up from the sea floor, which didn’t show up on radar and gave a heck of a whack to
the machine! But they could always hear the Russians coming because they ran
water and other pipes down the inside of their submarines without insulation, and
when they vibrated against the hull it sounded like Big Ben approaching! The
January audience lit up in their appreciation of his talk.
‘Belladonna and Chips’ was the title of Sandy Vaughan’s February presentation,
acknowledging two prominent members of the prolific Solanaceae plant family,
which also includes a multitude of plants that are a source of foods we enjoy,
medicines and ornamental beauty to delight us. In addition to the potato of the
‘chips’ title, they include tomatoes, aubergines, chilli peppers and cape
gooseberries. The poisoners include henbane, mandrake, angel’s trumpet and
tobacco. But, as Sandy pointed out, their potential to poison is in part a question of
dosage; taken in the right measure, the chemicals extracted can have beneficial
medical effects.
Once again, Lunartiks enjoyed an evening that included good science, well delivered
with the added piquancy of murderous anecdotes, including Dr Crippen.

Ian Buchanan

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
Spring has arrived at the
cemetery with a good display
of daffodils.
The friends have erected new
compost bins for items that
will decompose. The green
bin is there for all other
items. We have provided
three new watering cans, a
rake and a hand brush, and
hope these will be of a benefit
to those tending the graves.
The water tap has been given
a smaller cover.
The hedge that was planted this time last year is beginning to bud and we hope that
this will be a feature that will be liked in the years to come.

John E Blackham
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FROM THE REGISTERS
Sadly we report the recent death of Dorothy May Hands. On behalf of the village we
send condolences to her family and friends.
Angus John Cheyne Irvine was recently baptised at St Peter’s. We wish him and his
family joy and congratulations.

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND – SPRING CONCERT
You are warmly invited to our Spring Concert on Saturday, 30 March, in St Peter’s
Church, 7.30pm. Admission is free (retiring collection in aid of band funds); raffle
and refreshments.
Both the Training and Main Band will be presenting a totally new programme; it
really is amazing the varied music now available to us. The evening will present
some surprises I'm sure; our MD, Shaun Humphries, has been putting both Bands
through their paces since the New Year. Take a break from the TV/Laptop/
Smartphone and support ‘real’ music performed by local musicians.

Martin Quartermain

EMPIRE OF THE SUN
Mark Higgs and The Free Spirit Pub Company, who operate both Hooky’s Sun Inn
and the Castle at Edge Hill, are now also re-opening the newly-refurbished Red Lion
at Hellidon, near Daventry, in May – Hooky residents most welcome.

Alex Waddell, Manager, 737570, info@thesuninn-hooknorton.co.uk

A thank you…
I recently visited the cemetery and was very pleased to find how tidy it 
was; new hooks for watering cans and fresh sacks for rubbish. Thank you 
to all who give their time and energy making the place so presentable, 
your efforts are much appreciated. Paula Clarke

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any old dog leads
- collars - blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare
food - chews - brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date
wormer/flea treatments - toys - cat carriers etc. Anything you think would
make an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier. Anything not suitable will be
divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and Blue Cross Charity shops in
Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive them.

Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
Since the last newsletter, we have had two more Save a Life
events, in January at The Baptist Hall and February at the Primary
School: both a huge success with a total of 34 attending. We have
done three sessions in March so far, the first for staff at the
Brewery and two at the Bell, Adderbury for their residents. The
next will be at Hooky’s Norman Matthews Hall on 19 March, where
17 have already registered. That means we will have delivered
training to over 100 people in Hook Norton since November 2018.
In the last edition, I talked about us being a ‘Safe Village’, it
seems we are safer still now so many others have the knowledge and ability to
save lives.
Everyone could make things safer still! It could make the difference:
Is your house number/name visible? As in many villages, our homes have a mix of
names and numbers and, unlike towns, many do not have sequential numbering.
This makes it difficult for the emergency services or CFR’s to locate addresses
quickly. Numbers and names can be obliterated by baskets, climbers etc. This can
cost us valuable time getting to patients in urgent need. Please ensure your house
name or number is clear from the road; the few extra minutes saved could be
critical in a life or death scenario. If appropriate, you might pass this on to your
neighbours, you’ll be doing us all a service.
Find out where your nearest Public Access Defibrillator is. We have six, at The
Sun / Fire Station / Sports and Social Club / Memorial Hall / Pear Tree / Brewery.
Know how to use your Mobile Phone on ‘Handsfree’. If you dial 999, the call handler
will ask ‘is the patient breathing?’ if not, then they will want to guide you what to
do to help until an ambulance arrives. You may need your hands for this, hence the
mobile becomes your most important piece of equipment to make a difference.
Don’t be shy or embarrassed if you don’t know, ask someone – it could make the
difference.
So, in the case of an emergency, e.g. a collapsed person who is not breathing:

�� Approach any casualty with caution & seek a response
If you don’t know the person your own safety is a priority

�� Dial 999 (put the phone to hands free)
�� Check for breathing: YES/NO?
�� Shout for help

If patient is not breathing, send someone else for a Defibrillator, do not
leave the casualty

�� If not breathing, commence CPR
If you don’t know how, the call handler will guide and coach you

�� Stay with the patient until help arrives
The Hook Norton First Responder team attended a total of
17 patient call-outs during January and February 2019,
covering Hook Norton, Chipping Norton, Sibford Gower,
Over Norton and Kingham Hill School. We also raised a
considerable sum for the SCA Charity who fund us, from the
generous donations of the Save a Life event attendees,
Thank you all.

Christopher Fry
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors, and Working Group Assignments are:     (*Co-opted)

Hook Norton Parish Council is scheduled for elections this May. To stand as a candidate
in a parish election there are certain qualifications that you must meet; full details are available
from Cherwell District Council (CDC). You are not allowed to stand as a candidate if you already
work for the district or parish council, or are subject to bankruptcy restrictions, or have within
the last five years been sentenced to a prison term of three months or more.
Nomination forms are available from CDC. The Notice of Election will be put up on Tuesday, 26
March, which means that CDC will accept delivery of nomination papers (these MUST be
delivered by hand) weekdays between 10am and 4pm from Wednesday, 27 March to
Wednesday, 3 April at Bodicote House. Nomination papers (available from CDC) can be handed
in by someone other than the candidate. CDC will notify the Parish Clerk if the election is to be
contested or not. If contested, the Polling Day will be Thursday, 2 May.
Hook Norton War Memorial Hall: There will be a User Group Meeting in the hall at 7pm on
Wednesday, 3 April 2019.
Environmental Champions: With spring just around the corner, grass is beginning to grow
again, hedges are budding and some people are gearing themselves up for a new season of
looking after public spaces. These people are Hook Norton’s Environmental Champions.
A meeting will be held at the Memorial Hall on Thursday, 18 April at 7.30pm for the
Environmental Champions and others who would like to contribute to the upkeep of our village.
The meeting is to discuss the areas in the village that are maintained by the Champions, those
that are addressed by HNPC and any other areas. Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting.
For more information please contact Cllr David Shepherd.
Allotments: If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact the Parish
Clerk giving your name, address and telephone number.
Dogs: Dog owners are asked to keep their dogs on leads in the cemetery and play area. The
Parish Council has provided a number of dog bins. Please use them to dispose of excrement left
by your animal. To report an offence, visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
Stream at Bury Croft: The PC has received a report that someone is dumping rubbish in the
stream at Bury Croft. This is not only damaging to the environment but it blocks the flow of
water when water levels rise. People are respectfully asked to dispose of their rubbish in CDC
wheelie bins, or at one of the CDC tips.
Salt Bin at The Grange: Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) operatives have placed a new salt
bin at The Grange, directly behind the street name so that the lid cannot be opened! The Parish
Clerk has asked OCC to re-position it.

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

Amanda Watkins, Chair amanda.watkins@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Allison Hicks, Vice-Chair allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments
Nathan Matthews nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Charles Henderson charles.henderson@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
Danny Duggan* danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments
Derek Brotherston* derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Janeen Wilson* janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
Diana Porter* diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Peter Lewis* peter.lewis@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Jonathan Muller* jonathan.muller@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments
David Shepherd* david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Parish Clerk rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
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C W SMITH
Builders

Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations

Property Maintenance

Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders

Website: www.cwsmith.builders
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SEWING GOOD CHEER
A huge thank you to all of the WI ladies in
Hook Norton who have been sewing
circles for our Mental Health Awareness project for primary
schools, ‘Make Me Smile’. If you are interested in a little sewing,
or work in a primary school, and would like some further
information, please contact the Make Me Smile Team 01865
236869, email: makemesmile@one-eighty.org.uk

Michelle Street

LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793   hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Opening Hours: Monday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm*

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm   (*volunteers only)
Friday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am – 12.30pm

What’s on at Hook Norton Library:
20 March & 17 April: Tea & Cake (£1 donation) 2:30-4pm.
Hosted by Friends of Hook Norton Library.
20 March & 17 April: Family History Helpdesk from 2:30pm.
Book your free 1-1 session.
Free 1-1 digital helper sessions at Hook Norton Library. If you’d like help getting
started with computers or want to get more out of your digital devices, please
contact the library for more details/to make a booking. Use library computers or
bring you own laptop/tablet.
Bus Passes. Did you know that, if you need help applying for a bus pass or have
lost your bus pass, you can call into the library for assistance?
Harry Potter Family Quiz Night –
The Winning Team for 2019 are:
Ben & Imogen Muller, Alex & Sam
Lewis and Jack & Alex Reid.
Twenty-Five children joined me for
a magical night of Harry Potter fun.
Well done to all the children who
took part. I’m always blown away
by their extensive knowledge of all
things Harry Potter. Thank you to
Richard Helyer, Lottie Denne and
Maia Luxton for your help
organising and hosting this event.
The Plant and Book Sale will be
on Saturday 11 May, 9:30am–12
noon.
Donations of books are welcomed,
but please wait until the first week
of May to bring them into the library.

Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager
[I am currently reading “Meet me at the Museum’ by Anne Youngson]
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WILDLIFE NOTES
Writing this in early
March, we hope that
winter is behind us. In
February, we had
unseasonably warm
weather, which resulted
in some ‘warm weather’
sightings namely
butterflies and some
bees. The unseasonal
weather also led to some
frogs being seen in
village gardens. Thanks
to Phyl Barton for letting
me know about the frogs
she saw.
After the cold spell last
winter, swallow numbers
in 2018 were in decline. Let’s hope that, given the mild winter we have just had,
their numbers will be greater in 2019. John Weaver reports sightings of fieldfares,
redwings and goldfinches in his travels around the village. In addition he also notes
seeing a large roe deer buck close to the footpath leading from Ironstone Hollow
towards Turpin’s Lodge.
Has anyone noticed fewer rabbits and hares around recently? Although I recently
saw a hare on my way to Chipping Norton one day, they have been in decline owing
to a disease called Viral Haemorrhagic Disease (VHD2). This disease affects both
domesticated and wild rabbits.

As the village wildlife co-
ordinator I feel I ought to
get out ‘into the field’ from
time to time. Recently I
visited Brandon Marsh
Nature reserve, near
Coventry. It is on the site
of former gravel pits and
attracts a variety of birdlife
but not, unfortunately, on
the day I visited. I will just
have to check when is
good time to go and make
a return visit. I was able to
put my big zoom lens to
the test, resulting in these
photos of a Common

Scooter and a Coot. Despite the lack of birdlife the cafe was not disappointing!
Entry to the reserve is £2.50 unless you are members of the Wildlife trusts.
As usual please send details of your wildlife sightings to me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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SEEKING CONTACTS
The Newsletter has received two requests to help with contacting Hook Norton families. If 
you can help with either, please get in touch with me so that we can pass on the requests to 
the families concerned:

David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

Cedric DeCourcey Taylor
The death of Cedric Taylor was recorded in the Newsletter in December 2017; Cedric and his 
wife lived in one of the bungalows below the cemetery on Park Hill. A resident of Australia 
who is an old friend and colleague of Cedric is visiting UK in April and would like to make 
contact and pay her respects.

Elsie, Lou and Eva Wheeler (Mrs George Wise)
Mrs Eva Elliot (age 98) and her 91-year-old sister write:  Our mother came from Hook 
Norton. Her name was Else Wheeler. She had four sisters and two brothers. May and Ethel 
lived in Coventry and one brother lived in Banbury. The other two sisters, Lou and Eva (Mrs 
George Wise) lived near my gran in Hook Norton and we wondered if there were any distant 
relatives still living there who knew where Gran lived and if the house is still there, as we 
would love to visit again.
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Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV

See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation

or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
for availability and price list.

The outside facilities in both villas are
superb.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,

sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
     mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the

outdoor kitchen. Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
carolinecatling@btconnect.com

Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

10% Discount
Voucher

Check our web site for 
availability and booking.

www.luxuryvillasjavea.com

SSti
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FOHNS (FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL)
So far this year we have
held our usual events, and
we are very pleased to still
be so well supported by
the village. We have
another challenging year
ahead as we need to raise
funds to furnish the new
classrooms ready for
September, which includes
buying an interactive screen. We are also still fundraising to cover the cost of
previous purchases, including the new lockers, website, Pirate ship etc, so we are
still strongly in need of your continued and valuable support.
We held another Winter Ball in February which was fantastically organised by
Michelle Tate-Davies. It was a wonderful night, and a great time was had by all.
Coming up, we have another Easter Bunny hunt around the village during the
Easter holidays. Don’t forget to hand in your entries to school reception straight
after the Easter holidays. We will also be having another disco for the children on
25 April: Keystage 1: 3.15–4pm. Keystage 2: 4.10–5pm.
There will be a bag2school collection on Thursday 2 May so please drop off all
unwanted and unused clothes to reception or to other advertised drop off points
closer to the date.
Our annual grand garage sale will be taking place on Sunday, 12 May for the
third year running. We have been so lucky in the past with fantastic weather, so
fingers crossed for the same this year. As in previous years, the garage sale event
will also incorporate the ever-popular bike and bake sale, and a car boot sale.
Dig out any bikes that need repairing or that you wish to sell and bring them along
on the day; if you need a new bike, come along early to grab the best deals! If you
wish to be included on the map for the garage sale or want to book a pitch for the
car boot at the school, please email me.
There’s also an exciting addition to our usual activities this year: we will be holding a
summer camp-out on 15 June! More details to follow, so please watch the school
newsletters and facebook page for more information.
And lastly, the Summer BBQ will follow straight after school on the open afternoon
5 July – so come along, look at your children’s work in the afternoon and stay for
the BBQ, games and bar. If you can help at the BBQ in any way please speak to
Laura, Hazel, Michelle, Gemma, John or any of the committee. Thanks in advance
for your ongoing support of all our events.

Laura Wyatt, Chair FOHNS, wyattific@gmail.com

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
January: £100: R & M Ricardo / £25: A Powell / £25: J Milne
February: £100: P Powell / £25: D Shepley Cuthbert / £25: J Orchard

Mark Taylor, 730089
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
�� Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
�� Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
�� Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.
Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,

call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - APRIL

APRIL/MAY VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS

Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Wednesday 10:00 AM Still Waters Cafe Baptist Hall
Wednesday 10:00 AM Health Walk Doctors’ Surgery
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Wednesday 7:30 PM Hooky Singers Primary School
Friday 10:00 AM Stay and Play Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 5:00 PM Live music night Sun Inn
Sunday 8:30 PM Quiz night Pear Tree Inn

Date Day Time Event Location
01 Monday 12:00 Hook Norton Lunch Club Baptist Hall
02 Tuesday 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Hall
03 Wednesday 15:30 Lego Club Library
03 Wednesday 19:00 Memorial Hall User Group Memorial Hall
05 Friday 19:30 South American Wine Tasting Norman Matthews Hall
06 Saturday 19:00 Hook Norton Movie Night Memorial Hall
08 Monday 19:30 Lunar Society The Sun Inn
08 Monday HN School Easter Holiday
10 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
10 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
10 Wednesday 19:00 Garden Club - Spring Show Entry Night Memorial Hall
11 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
11 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
13 Saturday 14:30 Garden Club - Spring Show Primary School
16 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
17 Wednesday 15:00 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
17 Wednesday 19:30 Garden Club - Climate Change Memorial Hall
19 Friday Good Friday Bank Holiday
22 Monday Easter Monday Bank Holiday
24 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
25 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
25 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
25 Thursday 15:15 FOHNS - Disco Primary School
25 Thursday 19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
25 Thursday 19:30 Hooky Players Get Together The Sun Inn
27 Saturday 09:30 Pop-Up Market St Peter's
27 Saturday 19:30 Cricket Club - Race Night Sports and Social
28 Sunday 15:00 Loxley Wind Quintet St. Peter's
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - MAY

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if
possible.
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council
issues. Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council
charges for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths,
wall units, sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of
charges at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste

Date Day Time Event Location
01 Wednesday 15:30 Lego Club Library
02 Thursday 09:00 FOHNS - Bag2school Primary School
06 Monday 12:00 Hook Norton Lunch Club Baptist Hall
06 Monday HN School Holiday
06 Monday May Day Bank Holiday
07 Tuesday 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Hall
08 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
08 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
09 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
09 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
10 Friday 16:30 Cricket Club - Open Evening Sports and Social
11 Saturday 09:30 Library Book & Plant Sale Library
12 Sunday 14:00 FOHNS - Bike & Bake/Garage & Car Boot Sale Primary School & Village
13 Monday 19:30 Lunar Society The Sun Inn
15 Wednesday 15:00 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
15 Wednesday 19:30 Garden Club - Bees Memorial Hall
17 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
17 Friday Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
19 Sunday 15:30 Banbury Chamber Orchestra St. Peter's
21 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
22 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
22 Wednesday 19:30 Rector Induction Service St. Peter's
23 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
25 Saturday HN School Summer Half Term Holiday
27 Monday Late Spring Bank Holiday
30 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
30 Thursday 19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
30 Thursday 19:30 Hooky Players Get Together The Sun Inn
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Concerts in St Peter’s
Sunday 28 April, 3pm

The Loxley Wind Quintet in ‘An April Diversion’
It’s ‘Yesterday Once More’, as the Loxley Quintet return to St Peter’s after a 
2 year break. The wind quintet, including two local musicians from Chipping 
Norton, will play a varied programme of music which will include works by 

Malcolm Arnold, Ian McCubbin and the Carpenters.
Tickets £10, under-18s FREE. Proceeds to Oxfam.

…
Sunday 19 May, 3.30pm

The Banbury Chamber Orchestra – annual Hook Norton Concert
Sibelius’ stirring suite of incidental music for Pelléas & Mélisande 

(immortalised as the theme music to the BBC’s ‘Sky At Night’ programme);
Holst’s short and entertaining Fugal Concerto, for flute, oboe and strings, 
and Haydn’s Symphony No. 98, written in 1792 shortly after Haydn had 

heard of the death of his great friend Mozart.
Good sunny weather for the concert interval has been a feature of the 

BCO’s May concert for many years and the orchestra has requested this 
specially again.

Tickets £10, under-18s FREE
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Request for Home Exchange in Hook Norton Area to Bali,
Indonesia, Christmas 2019
We are planning to spend Christmas with our local family in Hook
Norton this year.  We are an half British half Indonesian family and
would like to arrange a swap with someone who would like to
spend time in Bali at our hotel, Kebun Villa. We have 15 rooms set
in tropical gardens in the hills of Bali, with a pool, restaurant and
terraces overlooking rice paddies and the south of the island. See
our website, www.kebunvilla.com
We are looking for a property with at least three bedrooms in or
near Hook Norton over Christmas 2019, (exact dates to be agreed
upon).
We have done several exchanges and you can see us
at https://www.homeforexchange.com/listing/indonesia/tabanan-
kebun-villas-bali
The swap does not have to be simultaneous:  as you can come to
us any time from October 2019 to March 2020.
If you are interested please contact sheilatown@gmail.com.

GPs, Physios, Pilates teachers and Personal trainers amongst his clients.
Results achieved at your home

Weight Management, Over 45s & Ladies Exercise, Injury and Nutrition

www.alangordon-health.co.uk alangordonhealth@aol.com

Member of

British Association of Sport and Exercise Sciences
Clinical Exercise Physiology Association

Gait and Clinical Movement Analysis Society
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HOOKY PLAYERS VARIETY NIGHT
A packed Memorial Hall was evidence of the village’s
love of the performing arts, and the ability of our
Hooky Players and friends to entertain us. And
entertain us in the dark days of January they surely
did, with a most varied programme. As we watched
such talented performers from among our friends
and neighbours, I was reminded of my youthful
star-struck days at ‘the Pictures’: imagined
meetings with Lauren Bacall or Humphrey Bogart in
the street where I lived; now Hooky has its own
stars!
Beverley with her guitar, reliving the songs of the
50s-to-70s with such panache; next time I see her I
will be asking for her autograph! Then Kevin gave us
a taste of Liverpool humour and song – with
imminent retirement, I can see him in a new career.
There is certainly a burgeoning career awaiting Kate
– a rising star of Irish Dancing; she was enthralling.
Equally, and joyously entertaining, were the girls of
the Encore Dance Company – magic.
In fact, true magic was on stage in the form of John Needham’s illusion that he was
showing us how it was done – or was he? I was as baffled as his young ‘assistant’.
There was no illusion about the musical stature of Gary and his accompanist Duncan
– his singing was perfection. Their ‘sing-along’ choice of songs added to our
enjoyment.
Poetry today is said to be on the up and up, and Tina showed us why it is so
popular, and fun. Her own poems were quite wonderful – I am obviously missing
something in life by not trying on and buying a dress (not a word to Rita!).
One thing I have experienced is a visit to the dentist, but my next one to the village

surgery of Harbinder will be
different – his drumming skill
and power in the Punjabi Dhol,
showed another side to his
delicate exploration of my
teeth! The beat was
mesmerising – I’ll never admit
to toothache again! This unique
sound was a fitting end to the
Show.
Barry and Kirstie, as comperes,
made a great double act,
despite strong competition from
Alicia and her jokes. She too
made a highly-popular double

act with Wendy, selling ice-creams. So, thank you Karen and team for giving us as
fabulous night to blow away the January blues. A big thank you also to those Village
businesses that provided wonderful raffle prizes – only sorry I didn’t win one!

John Wheatley
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Warriner Choral Society Concert
On Saturday 11 May, 7.30pm, Warriner Choral Society, accompanied by 
Oxford Sinfonia, will perform Haydn’s ‘The Creation’ in Ss Peter & Paul 
Church, Deddington. Tickets are £13 (accompanied under-16s free). 

For details see www.warrinerchoralsociety.co.uk
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EASTER ACTIVITIES AT CHIPPING NORTON THEATRE
Children’s Shows:
Star Seekers - Friday 12 April at 2.30pm
Gorgeous, lovable children's theatre. Join us for an out of this world adventure!
55 mins, no interval | Tickets £8.50 | Suitable for Ages 3+
So You Think You Know Dinosaurs - Wednesday 10 April at 2.30pm
Go on an exciting pre-historic adventure as Ben talks you through the deadliest
predators that ever roamed the planet!
Tickets £12, Under 16s £8.50 | Suitable for Ages 5+
Children’s Workshops:
We have a variety of workshops for a range of ages over Easter Half-term.

Tess Biles, Marketing manager, 642350, www.chippingnortontheatre.com

LIVE WELL OXFORDSHIRE DIRECTORY
Oxfordshire County Council have
introduced a ‘Live Well Oxfordshire
Directory’ – an easy-to-search online
directory that brings together over two-
thousand services and activities. From
care services to help people stay
independent, transport services to help
people get out and about, and new
hobbies for people to enjoy, to local
carer groups. You’ll find useful
information and advice on a range of
subjects – all aimed at giving you
greater choice and control over the
support and services you or a loved one
need www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/livewell

Kate Gleeson, OCC

CORMORANT CONUNDRUM
Some years ago, we bought two silvered cormorant figures as garden ornaments.
After a time, they tarnished and eventually took on an attractive rusty patina.
However, one summer they began migrating around the garden.
Placed together on one side of the lawn, next day they would be found apart and
some distance from their original location. We reasoned this was a result of animal
activity, but could not guess which beast was the culprit.
Taking tea on the lawn one afternoon we heard a rhythmic creaking in the
shrubbery and all became clear: our tortoise Bumper was trying to hump one of the
cormorants.
Does anyone know if it’s the hue and shape of the figures that he finds so
attractive, or does their condition give them an odour that mimics the female
tortoise pheromone? Or could it simply be that he is ornithologically challenged and
can’t distinguish between two cormorants and a couple of shags?

Ian Buchanan
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Swalcliffe Concerts Presents…
Purcell’s Polyphonic Party – in concert. “Nordic sympathetic folk baroque”

Swalcliffe Church, Saturday 6 April, 7.30pm
Tickets: £14; www.swalcliffe.org / 01295 788127

Shipston Home Nursing
Annual Plant and Home Produce Sale

Saturday 11 May, 10am–12noon at Brailes Village Hall
www.shipstonhomenursing.co.uk

Are you a would-be bee keeper?
Read on…

Spend a spring weekend in the company of experienced local beekeepers, to get hands-on
experience and knowledge of the fascinating craft of beekeeping. Shipston Beekeepers are 
holding their annual ‘Introduction to Beekeeping’ course on 26–27 April, in Brailes. 
No previous experience is required; bees & equipment will be provided. 
For more information and booking please see www.sbka.org.uk/training
or email:- secretary@sbka.org.uk David Jones, 737748



75



Printed by KMS Litho Ltd - 01608 737640 - kmslitho.co.uk


