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Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV

See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation

or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
for availability and price list.

The outside facilities in both villas are
superb.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,

sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
     mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the

outdoor kitchen. Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
carolinecatling@btconnect.com

Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

10% Discount
Voucher

Check our web site for 
availability and booking.

www.luxuryvillasjavea.com

SSti
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FROM THE EDITORS
I know that we have readers who
sometimes find the upbeat tone of the
Newsletter a little cloying.

Amidst national and global political
malpractice, the ongoing collapse of
the biosphere, threats of nuclear or
biological Armageddon and relentless
national ‘austerity’, it is easy to see
why our content might be dismissed
as lacking grit.

My first line of defence is that we can
only print what our contributors send
us, and alas, my contacts do not
seem to include a latter-day Leonard
Cohen (but if you are out there,
please send me something darker!)

Less glibly, perhaps we, individually
and collectively, prefer to present our
more positive selves to one-another
and to the wider world, keeping our
deeper concerns to ourselves.

The reality is that a great deal of
positive enthusiasm manifests itself in
this village:

● the Lunar Society has five times
the attendance it anticipated;

● the History Society ran out of chairs;

● Hooky Movie Nights are sold out;

● the First Responders have been heartened by the turnout for their excellent
sessions on how and when to save a life using CPR and a defibrillator;

● the Hooky Singers has relocated its meetings to the Primary School to
accommodate the throng;

These pages already carry the first green shoots of our what will become our
collective summer events – all run by enthusiastic teams of volunteers. Digital
hermits we are not.

Thanks to Noel Bell for the wintry cover photo of Netting Street.

David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising -  Rod Fenwick           07930 448507
advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Page Layout John McCormick
Copy Editor David Jones   737748
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Distribution M Sean Coleman    07970 516463
Proofreading Kerrie McCormick
Directory Diana Barber  737428
bar4ber@gmail.com

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)
SIZE MONO COLOUR
Third Page £15/12.50* £25/22.50*
Half Page £20/17.50* £35/32.50*
Full Page £35/32.50* £70/65*
* price per issue for annual subscription
Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
Lane, Hook Norton  OX15 5NX or put in our postbox
in the village shop.

NEX T ISSUE: APRIL
COPY DATE: FRI 15th MARCH
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.

Find us on the web at
www.hook-norton.org.uk/village-
newsletter

FROM THE REGISTERS
Sadly we report the deaths of Patricia Mary Rose Lutter and Stephen John Woods.
On behalf of the village we send condolences to their families and friends.
Todd Raymond Caswell was recently baptised at St Peter’s. We wish him and his
family joy and congratulations.
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LOCAL DOG LOVERS’ SOLUTION TO LONELINESS
Volunteer dog-cuddling is being offered by Barking Mad Banbury as an antidote to
the problem of loneliness in modern society. For those who are retired or work from
home and are spending large chunks of time alone, caring for a waggy-tailed
companion on a temporary basis, and meeting other likeminded dog lovers, can
really help to overcome feelings of isolation.
The idea that loneliness is mainly an issue for the older generation is now proving
inaccurate: a recent study from the Office for National Statistics suggests that
young adults are more likely to feel lonely than older age groups. Due to huge
advances in technology, the number of freelancers and remote workers is rising,
with an article in Business Leader claiming that a ‘third of business owners think
that workforce will work remotely by 2020.’
Andrea Cawley of Barking Mad
Banbury said,
‘Whilst remote working has obvious
advantages, working alone under
pressure and not having the physical
presence of a team to support you
can lead to loneliness that can’t be
fixed by any kind of app. Caring for
a friendly dog not only provides
canine cuddles (far better than any
virtual hug) but also the motivation
to go and take a walk at lunchtime,
increasing the likelihood of adhering
to New Year fitness resolutions.’
Covering Hook Norton, north
Oxfordshire and south Warwickshire, our community of Barking Mad host families
mainly consists of active retired people and those who either work from home, or
have extended periods away from work. It offers the opportunity to care for dogs in
your own home, while their owners are away on holiday. Hosts experience all the
benefits of dog companionship without any of the emotional or financial
responsibilities of full time pet ownership.
To find out more about becoming a Barking Mad host, you can call us on 01295
477295 or visit www.barkingmad.uk.com/local/oxfordshire/banbury

Andrew & David Cawley, Barking Mad Banbury

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2018
I am delighted to report that, on the centenary of the armistice, the total sum of
£4225 was raised for The Royal British Legion, by contributions for poppies and
wreathes in Hook Norton and the surrounding villages. This is well in excess of last
year’s total and I would like to thank everyone who gave so generously, and those
who spent time and effort in fund-raising. My thanks also go to those who took part
in the parade, in particular the parade commander, Steve Lloyd, Hook Norton Brass
Band, the Hook Norton retained fire service members and the various youth
organisations that paraded so smartly on the day. Their participation, particularly in
this special year, is deeply valued by the village and once again I have been moved
by the number of people who have commented on how smart they looked.

Barry Lennon, 730567
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037
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HOOK NORTON LUNAR SOCIETY
In December, Hook Norton Lunar
Society members were treated to four
short presentations, which made no
reference whatsoever to the Yuletide
season.
The evening began with a virtual walk
around Hook Norton, exploring the
number of route permutations that
result from simply choosing to turn left
or right, and moved on to consider the
Königsbergers’ obsession – in the eighteenth century – to find a way around the
seven bridges of their town: an obsession which inspired Leonhard Euler to develop
a whole new branch of mathematics.
At the start, presenter Ian Buchanan and technical director Nigel Lord provoked
laughter in a slapstick routine involving a head mic and spectacles.
In his talk, Ribbon of Glass, Nigel Whitehead portrayed the way in which fibre
optics, in conjunction with the exponential developments in micro-processor
technology, has revolutionised our communications.
We see this through the once unimaginable world communication power we have
instantly at our fingertips and, more mundanely, by the disappearance of
microwave dishes on the Post Office Tower.
Noel Bell gave sage advice on protecting ourselves against the multitude of frauds
and scams we are prey to by post, telephone, online and on our doorsteps. Fraud
represents a staggering 58% of all crime, as villains try to extract sensitive personal
information by exploiting our hopes of financial reward or fear of fictional threats to
our security.
He re-iterated the advice to ignore phone callers saying your computer has a virus,
or that you need to divulge bank details for some spurious reason. If in doubt, take
action through websites such as www.getsafeonline.org or notify the police via
www.actionfraud.police.uk/report_phishing.
Topping the bill with his dissertation on The Moon and Human Behaviour, Philip
Powell, as befits a distinguished Hunterian Professor at – and Fellow of – the Royal
College of Surgeons, had everyone in stitches. Belief in the power of the moon to
affect human physiology and behaviour has a long history and widely accepted
credibility, which he tantalisingly presented before roundly debunking – although he
left us with ‘So, after all, it’s all a myth – but is it?’!
Keen to get the lowdown on their antecedents, Lunartiks turned up in force for Andy
Garrard’s January talk: ‘The emergence of Modern Humans: We were not alone!’
Reader in Early Prehistory at University College London, Andy outlined the evolution
and spread of Homo sapiens from their emergence in Africa to their migration
across the whole globe. On the way, they encountered and interacted with other
hominins, including Neanderthals and the so-called ‘Hobbits’ of Flores in Indonesia.
The proof is in our genes!
Next meeting: Monday 11 February, ‘RN submarine operations’, by Robert Forsyth
(Cdr RN (Ret)). Back room of The Sun, 7.30pm.

Ian Buchanan
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hi Hooky and, even though it’s February, a very happy 2019 to you all.

Well, Hooky certainly knows how to party! Our village streets were so busy over the
festive season that I was expecting post-party carnage but, I have to say, I was
very pleasantly surprised! Despite the volumes of folk out and about, especially on
New Year’s Eve, our lovely lanes were tidier than I anticipated. Thank you,
Hooky’ites, for partying without leaving too much residue.

Unfortunately, I can’t say the same for some of the village dog-walkers. Please, if
you take your – or someone else’s – dog out, especially in the dark, be aware of its
movements.

I’m finding more dog mess again and, at times, it’s right in the middle of the
footpath. Recently, I had to clear up a heap from the path just along from the
playgroup! I see several folk, in the dark, with black dogs off lead.

Black or not, how can you know what your dog is doing if you can’t see it. We all
think we know our dogs’ ‘habits’, but they can still catch us out by leaving an
unexpected pile on a footpath. This is a beautiful village, and it is the responsibility
of us all, as its residents, to look after it and keep it a pleasant environment to live
and work in.

And finally, please advise anyone who isn’t already aware: the Lost Property box, in
the front window of the Village Shop, has been overflowing for a while. I will soon
be emptying it to charity or bin so, if there’s anything you or a loved one may have
misplaced around the village, please check in the box as soon as possible – or
contact me directly if the item was of value.

Many thanks, for your continued help in whatever way you do.

Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718

BE A VOLUNTEER DRIVER
Volunteer Driver Service is a project operated by Citizens Advice North Oxfordshire
and South Northants. The service was established in North Oxfordshire in April 2012
as part of Volunteer Connect. Volunteers use their own cars to take people to
appointments where there is no reasonable alternative transport available. Anyone
who lives in the Cherwell District can use the service, young or old.
All our drivers are volunteers and give their time without charge. However,
passengers pay a mileage fee (45p/mile) to help cover the driver’s fuel cost, and
this fee starts from the driver’s home. We will always try to match a passenger with
the nearest available driver. Payment is made directly to the driver at the time of
the journey.
Our clients often call just to say thanks and this highlights the very real difference
our Volunteer Driver Service makes to their lives. To find out more, volunteer as a
driver or to book a journey call 0300 3030 125, email info@volunteerconnect.org.uk
or pop into Citizens Advice and speak with Reception. More information on
www.facebook.com/volunteerconnect.uk.org/ and
www.canosn.org.uk/Pages/Category/community-transport

Keith Davies, Volunteer Manager, Citizens Advice
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Sewing for you
Frances Williams

Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making

& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297   Mobile: 07964 691274
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY HOUSING PROJECT
Following the recent meeting with the community, Charlie
Luxton Design have produced three exciting community
housing proposals that take into account the needs,
choices and ideas expressed at the vision-and-design
workshop in September.
They have come up with an ingenious and versatile
scheme that can change and adapt as people’s
circumstances change over the years, providing a vision
of a different, more sustainable way of living.
The project has suddenly bounced into reality, and HNLC will be holding an open
meeting on Tuesday, 26 February, 7:30pm at the Brewery Malthouse Kitchen,
where Charlie Luxton Design will show and talk through their exciting ideas and
plans.
Come and see for yourselves; it should be an interesting and inspiring evening that
will spark lots of debate.
Listening to the community has been a vital part of the whole process, with high
density emerging as an important preference that everyone shared – which means
as many people as possible will be able to benefit from the project.
There are lots of imaginative possibilities for the communal aspects of the project,
which will encourage opportunities for social contact. Wildlife-friendly, landscaped
areas, containing shared orchards and growing spaces, have been designed to
enhance neighbourliness and provide a new green space for the whole community.
The feasibility study has now been completed, providing a detailed and clear
understanding of the build costs involved.
It also highlights that the ultimate cost of the project will depend on the price and
terms of the transfer of the land from Cherwell District Council to a newly formed
Community Land Trust.
We are currently working closely with their housing strategy team to compile a
report showing the positive social impact that the scheme will have on the local
community.
It will form an important part of the decision making process when the senior
executives of the council meet in early April to determine the purchase price of the
site, and hopefully reach agreement with the Community Land Trust on the terms
of the land transfer.
We will be in touch with those already interested in the homes, and HNLC wider
membership, by email when we have finalised a date for the meeting – and the
details will also be on the village Facebook page; also look out for posters in the
shop soon.

Cathy Ryan & Tim Lunel, Project Managers,
catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org,   tim.lunel@lowcarbonhub.org
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
At the time of writing, the results of the
Floodlit Banbury League matches were: A team
2nd in Div 1; B team 4th in Div 2; C team 2nd
in Div 4.
Junior coaching sessions are happening
from January to Saturday 6 April. Contact Marc
Gilkes for further details.

The Tots (3–5 year olds) and Mini Red (5–8 year olds) coaching sessions are being
held at the Hook Norton Primary School in the hall in January until 6 April.

The Mini Orange (8–9 year olds), Mini Green (10+ year olds) and Junior (11+ year
olds) sessions will remain outdoors at the tennis club.

All the sessions will move outdoors again during the Easter holidays.

Events: We enjoyed a mince pies and mulled wine evening before Christmas –
thanks to Judy and Bethan for organising it.

Elaine Priestley

Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 /
baselinecoaching@outlook.com. To play in a team or for more information contact
Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons@me.com or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hooknortontennis.com.

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School, 
off Osney Close, 
Queen Street, 
Hook Norton. 
OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
Email: hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days Times Costs

Breakfast Club Monday–Friday 7.30-9am 88p per 
15 minutes

Morning Playgroup Monday–Friday 9am–12 noon £17.00
Pick Up from Nursery Monday–Friday 11.30am £2.50
Lunch Club Monday–Friday 12 noon–12.30pm £2.50

Take to Nursery Monday–Friday 12.30pm £2.50
Afternoon Playgroup Monday–Friday 12.30–3.30pm £17.00
Pick Up from School Monday–Friday 3.15-4pm £2.50

After School Club Monday–Friday 3.15–6pm £1.25 per 
15 minutes

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793   hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Opening Hours: Monday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm*

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm   (*volunteers only)
Friday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am – 12.30pm

What’s on at Hook Norton Library:
20 February & 20 March: Tea & Cake (£1 donation) 2.30–4pm.
Hosted by Friends of Hook Norton Library.
20 February & 20 March: Family History Helpdesk from 2.30pm.
Book your free 1-1 session.
Free 1-1 digital helper sessions at Hook Norton Library. If you’d like help getting
started with computers or want to get more out of your digital devices, please
contact the library for more details/to make a booking. Use library computers or
bring you own laptop/tablet.
Harry Potter Family Quiz Night: date and time to be confirmed. It will be held in
early February, most likely on Thursday 7 or Friday 8. So, get your costumes ready
and start brushing up on the Harry Potter books. We will be testing you on the
spells, the characters and the plots. Who will be the Harry Potter Night Champion
for 2019? This event (once a date is confirmed) will be publicised on Hook Norton
Library website, the village website and Facebook page.
Library Lego Club for children 5–11: We hope to restart Lego Club, but the
3:30pm session on Wednesdays clashed with many other clubs. So please drop into
the library, email or telephone to express your interest in joining Lego Club and to
let us know which days/times would suit you.

Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager
[I am currently reading ‘Transcription’ by Kate Atkinson]

KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
Did you know?
It costs £4.5 million to provide our services every year, and three-quarters of that
funding comes from people in the local community, as well as local businesses and
trusts and foundations. Last year we supported more than 800 people facing life-
limiting illness in our community. Without your help we simply couldn’t do that
without your generosity. Thank you for everything you do for your local hospice.
Volunteer
From drivers to gardeners, shop assistants to complementary therapists and
receptionists to fundraisers, we’re looking for volunteers to join our fantastic team
in 2019 and make a real difference to the local community. Whether you have a
couple of days a week or a couple of hours a year to spare we have a role for
you! We’re also excited to share details of two new opportunities to volunteer:
supporting patients and carers at home as a Hospice Companion or helping people
to get active as a Health Walk leader. To find out more, email
volunteering@khh.org.uk or call 01295 816 477.

Chris Higgins, Communications Manager
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Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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DO YOU KNOW ABOUT MAPS?
The Newsletter Editorial Team are researching the
feasibility of producing an up-to-date map of the
village; hopefully something useful for both
residents and visitors. None of us are experts in
this field and we would greatly appreciate the help
of anyone with expertise in creating, designing or
commissioning maps. The nature of this ‘help’
could be anything from a one-off meeting to give
us advice, guidelines, hints and tips, through to
undertaking the project on our behalf as part of
the team – whatever you can offer us.
If you have some experience that you think would help us, please get in touch and
we will arrange a chat. Thank you.

David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

HOOK NORTON GUIDING
The autumn term was a busy one for the Guiding units in Hook Norton. We have
enjoyed arts and crafts, outdoor activities, taking part in the village Remembrance
Sunday parade and a brilliant Christmas party, where all units came together to
dress up, dance and eat a Christmas feast. This term, we're looking forward to
indoor sports, mindfulness, cookery and much more.
We're incredibly lucky to have such a strong Guiding family in Hook Norton. If
you're new to the village and would like to join us, please get in touch. We would
love to hear from you if your daughter would like to join:
Rainbows, for girls aged 5–7 years, meet in the Baptist Church, 4–5pm each
Monday during term time. Please contact hnrainbows@gmail.com
Brownies, for girls aged 7–10 years, meet in the Memorial Hall, 5.30–6.45pm each
Monday during term time. Please contact hnbrownies@gmail.com
Guides, for girls aged 10–14 years, meet in the Memorial Hall, 7.15–8.30pm each
Monday during term time. Please contact 1sthnguides@gmail.com

Sue Monelle, Janeen Wilson and Lynne McArdle

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Our speaker last month was Hooky resident, Alasdair Brown, who gave a very
interesting talk about local accents and dialects. Alasdair described how such
language has evolved over the centuries and gave us an insight into how it may
change in the future.
On 5 February, another village resident, Russell Collins, will speak about the village
pottery he started many years ago. This should be an interesting talk.
The speakers for March and April will be Liz Woolley and Trevor Rowley respectively.
Liz, who is well known to local history group audiences, will be talking about the 66
Men of Grandpont in Oxford who lost their lives during WW1. Trevor’s talk focuses
on Oxfordshire’s castles.
As usual meetings take place in the Baptist Church Hall, Netting Street and start at
7.30pm.
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HOOKY PLAYERS
Over the last year we have put on
two very successful productions. In
November, we had our ‘Evening of
Entertainment’: two short, one-act
plays, and music from Barney
Newman and Tom Leary – who
managed to get the audience
dancing – all accompanied by a light tapas supper.
January will have seen our first ‘Variety Show’, with some very inspiring acts.
We have an interesting programme planned for 2019–20. Please contact our
Chairperson Karen Smith (karen2002smith@gmail.com) if you would like to get
involved.
We are always pleased to hear from those of you keen to act, and would be very
interested to hear from anyone wishing to direct.
You can also catch us in the Sun Inn on the last Thursday of the month at 7.30
when we get together informally with whoever is around.
Our AGM is: Monday 11 February, 7.30pm, in the Baptist Hall. Please come and
along and support us.
There are many ways you can get involved with the Hooky Players and everyone is
welcome.

Mandy Bristow, Secretary

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
The 23rd annual Hook Norton charity music festival dates are 

Friday 5 July and Saturday 6 July 2019
At The Hook Norton Brewery

If you would like to support our village music festival, 
get involved or just make comments contact us:

Facebook ‘Music at the Crossroads’ 
or website www.hookymusic.co.uk

or email Pete Watkins petewatkins4@aol.com

Hook Norton Charitable Association
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ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
November: £100: C Hopkins / £25: C Rose / £25: E Williams
December: £250 F King / £100: J Dudek / £25: J Milne / £25: J Hughes

Mark Taylor, 730089

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any old dog leads
- collars - blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare
food - chews - brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date
wormer/flea treatments - toys - cat carriers etc. Anything you think would
make an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier. Anything not suitable will be
divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and Blue Cross Charity shops in
Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive them.

Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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HOOK NORTON LUNCH CLUB
The Lunch Club started in the village last February (2018) and has had a good first
year of providing delicious, economic and enjoyable meals to an average of 30 local
people on the first Monday of most months. We had to cancel the March meeting
due to the ‘Beast from the East’ and the staff had a holiday break in September. But
the ten sessions that were possible have been welcomed by the folk gathered, many
also thankful for the opportunity to meet friends from the village socially.
We meet in the Baptist Hall, Netting Street, and those needing transport are picked
up by our small transport team. The club is only made possible by the team of
volunteers who set out the hall, prepare and cook the fresh food, organize and draw
the raffle, and wash and clear up afterwards. A big thank you to them all! Our in-
house chefs, Rosemarie and Sue, completed and passed level 2 Food and Hygiene,
City & Guilds, and the kitchen passed its inspection.
From the profits made, we were able to give a full Christmas Lunch, with all the
trimmings, and a small gift to each of the guests at the December gathering. We
are taking a break for this February and hope to start again with a Lunch Club on
Monday 4 March from 12 noon. All wanting to have lunch and dessert on this and
subsequent lunches must book their place by telephoning Rosemarie on 737764.
We look forward to more great lunches and pleasant times together in the coming
months.

Rev. John P Taylor

HOOK NORTON SENIOR FOOTBALL
Since my last words,
we’ve had a mixed bag of
results, been on the end
of a thrashing from
Carterton Town but also
hammered Boughton
Rovers 9-0 away!

We also managed to win a
local derby with Chipping
Norton Town 4-3.

We’re currently sitting 5th
in the table with several
games in hand over
everyone above us.

This weekend we beat Eynsham Reserves 5-1 in the Witney and District
Supplementary Cup, and we play Tower Hill Reserves at home on the 16th Feb
(1.30pm kick off).

It’s free entry, the bar will be open and all are welcome.

It would be fantastic to get some more local support for the lads as we hope to
make the last eight.

Chris Tate-Davies, Chairman
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HOOK NORTON CHILDREN DOING THEIR BIT

During the Second World War, The children of Hook Norton played their part in
supporting the war effort in many ways, some of which are detailed here, but perhaps
the most surprising example was their involvement in providing the raw material with
which to make ammunition for our fighting forces.
By September 1941, the school garden classes had thoroughly embraced the 'Dig for
Victory' campaign and were regularly selling the vegetables they produced, while the
Needlework class – due to restrictions with obtaining new materials – were learning
'Make Do and Mend'. And, as part of their lessons, we find the woodwork class were busy
making fire beaters for use in the event of incendiaries being dropped in our crop fields.
In October came the request from local farmers for school help with the potato harvest.
Headmaster Arthur Miller responded by closing the school in the afternoon on certain
days so the children could help, a pattern that continued throughout the month, and
again in the following war years.
Meanwhile, the school garden continued to flourish, the yield this year included 1 ton of
potatoes, 1/2 ton of onions, 1 ton of carrots and 1/2 ton of beetroot. Then, on 21
October all classes went out collecting blackberries, which resulted in the cookery class
being able to make 120lbs of jam for the canteen.
In September 1941, the Government announced that Rose Hips contain twenty times
more vitamin 'C' than oranges, and were urgently needed for medical purposes. School
children nationally were asked to collect 500 tons during a forthcoming 'Rose Hip Week'.
The campaign was organised on a voluntary basis, offering children 3d (1p) per pound to
gather them. October 1942 was a record month in the village when 23cwt (950kg) were
collected and weighed. It appears the record for one child was that held by Audrey
Reeves who received the above certificate for collecting 122lbs as part of her St John's
badge award.
A year later the Ministry of Supply put out an appeal for the collection of Horse Chestnuts
(Conkers) for which they will pay 7/6d per cwt (roughly 38p for 50 kg), without the green
outer husks. A chemical from conkers called acetone was used to make a substance
called cordite. Cordite was an explosive ingredient used in shells and bullets. For security
purposes it was never explained why this national campaign was required. The conkers
were sent by train to top-secret factories at Holton Heath in Dorset and King's Lynn in
Norfolk.
For both Rose Hips and Conkers, Arthur Miller was the organiser who weighed them into
sacks and put them on the train for delivery; he also received the cheque from the
Ministry and paid the collectors. With the war over, school life gradually got back to a
peacetime programme; however, autumn potato picking still involved local youngsters at
the weekend – only now they got paid, and in time to spend the money at Banbury Fair!

James Tobin

Audrey’s certificate               Collecting Rose Hips (library image)
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GPs, Physios, Pilates teachers and Personal trainers amongst his clients.
Results achieved at your home

Weight Management, Over 45s & Ladies Exercise, Injury and Nutrition

www.alangordon-health.co.uk alangordonhealth@aol.com

Member of

British Association of Sport and Exercise Sciences
Clinical Exercise Physiology Association

Gait and Clinical Movement Analysis Society
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HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
We start this year with three new additions to our playgroup
family. Huge congratulations to Bronte & Jamie on the birth of
Arthur 30/10/18, Anna & Caz on the birth of Otto 02/12/18
and, last but not least, Jo & Lee on the birth of their daughter
Addilyn 13/12/18.
During term-time we are currently full and I would advise if
you need us for holiday club to get your name down quickly!
We are taking names for starting September so, if you are
interested in your child attending, please contact me and arrange a visit. We take
funded two and three-year-olds, and we do the 30 hours which is available to
extend over the holidays. To check if your child is eligible for any funding go to the
website www.childcarechoices.gov.uk.
For more information check out our facebook page, our website –
www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk – or contact me directly

Julie Riley, Manager, 730560, hnppg@btinternet.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – HELPING YOUNG READERS
Can you spare an hour or two a week to listen to children read in a local primary
school? ‘Schoolreaders’ is active in Oxfordshire and is looking for volunteers to carry
out this important role.
Reading time for many children at home and at school is often insufficient, and one
in four children are now leaving primary school unable to read to the required
standard. This can have a lifelong consequence. No qualifications are necessary,
just a good command of spoken and written English.
Schoolreaders is flexible and will match your availability to an appropriate, local
school. Our volunteers find the scheme incredibly rewarding, knowing that a few
hours helping a child learn to read each week can have such a great impact on their
life chances.
Please visit the website www.schoolreaders.org to join or call 01234 924111 for
further information.

Laura Kenyon-Slaney, Schoolreaders Ambassador

ROG & BEX QUIZ – THANK YOU!
A massive thank you to the record 37 teams who attended our last quiz in St Peter’s
in November. In sharing a fun evening out, we were able to raise £1,392. This is a
fantastic sum – further boosted by another £500 matched funding from my
employers, BNP Paribas Commercial Finance Ltd. Of this great total, Katharine
House Hospice were given £1150, with St Peter’s Church having £742. Throughout
2018, along with our own fundraising, St Peter’s was able to donate just over £2500
to other charities including Katharine House Hospice, Bloodwise, The Childrens’
Society and Tearfund. And, as a church, we continue to support Polly, who feeds the
homeless in Banbury, 365 days a year.
We hope to hold our next quiz around May/June time so please keep a look out for
the posters.
Thank you, and may God bless you all in the coming year.

Roger & Becky Cooke
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Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes
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DON’T LET THE SPARKS FLY THIS WINTER
Nearly 50% of all chimney fires in Oxfordshire* happen during January, February
and March. If you enjoy cosying up in front of a log fire, make sure the sparks
don't fly at home this winter.
Have a cosy home not a fire zone

�� Get your chimney swept at least once a year, if you regularly have log
fires get it swept more frequently

�� If you have a 1st floor fireplace check that it is clear of debris
�� Store logs away from the fireplace

( * 266 in the last 3 years!)
Chris Barber, on behalf of Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
Save a Life Events – Update
I would like to begin this update with a huge thank you to the
organisations and people who made this programme of events
possible. They are: Carly Lambourne and the Hook Norton Sports and
Social Club; Ms Rosemary Watts and the Parish Council; Sofia Ktori
and the Baptist Church; Hazel Hope and Mrs Stella Belgrove of Hook
Norton COE Primary School; Jean Webb and St Peter’s Church
Benefice and finally James Clarke and the Directors of Hook Norton Brewery.
We have now delivered four events to 53 local residents; with that in mind I would
very much like to thank those who supported this initiative and who kindly continue
to do so, by promoting it to their friends and others.
There are just two more Save a Life events:
Wednesday 20 February, 6.30–8.30pm, at Hook Norton COE Primary School
Tuesday 19 March 2.30–4.30pm, at Norman Matthews Hall (beside St Peter’s)
If you haven’t attended one of these events and would like to you can register by
contacting me; we would love to see you. These skills can really make the
difference to everyone, both at home and elsewhere. Remember those given CPR
and Defibrillation have a 70% better chance of a positive outcome. With five
defibrillators in our village, most residents are within 500m of one.

In this regard, and with five Responders resident in Hook
Norton, this statistically makes us one of the safest villages in
the UK. Add more than 53 CPR/Defib trained residents to those
statistics and, as a community, we are making a serious
contribution to the ‘Chain of Survival’. Remember early
intervention (CPR/Defibrillation) is proven to make the
difference.

Just to keep you informed as to what the Responders are up to, other than
delivering community awareness training, in November and December the Hook
Norton Community First Responders attended a total of 13 patients in Hook Norton,
Sibford, Wigginton and Chipping Norton.
Finally, we would all like to wish everybody in Hook Norton and the surrounding
area a very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year, thank you for supporting our
Community First Responder Scheme and the Save a Life initiative.

Christopher Fry, 07831 825237, christopher.fry@sca-charity.org.uk
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
�� Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
�� Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
�� Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.
Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,

call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors, and Working Group Assignments are:     (*Co-opted)

Hook Norton War Memorial Hall: The Hall in Chapel Street is available for hire. It
has recently been refurbished and repainted inside and out. A large, fully-equipped
kitchen is available for catering, and tables and new banqueting chairs are included
in the hire.
The fee for local groups or for children’s parties or christenings is £12.50/hour.
Please contact me for more details or availability.
There will be a User Group Meeting in the hall at 7pm on Wednesday, 3 April.
Allotments: If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact
me, giving your name, address and telephone number.
Dogs: Dog owners are asked to keep their dogs on leads in the cemetery and play
area. The Parish Council has provided a number of dog bins. Please use them to
dispose of excrement left by your animal. To report an offence, visit
www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
Cherwell District Council (CDC) Well-being Map: CDC has an online resource to
enable residents of all ages find something to help them get active, creative,
learning or connected. No single activity charges more than £5 per hour. All
activities are to be open to beginners. Local activity leaders are invited to promote
their activity at wellbeing-map@cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk
Potholes: Residents are urged to report potholes directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Planning details can be found on the Parish Council (PC) noticeboards, in the
Parish Council Minutes on the village website, or on Cherwell District Council’s
(CDC) planning portal. CDC consults the PC on planning applications but the PC is
just ‘one voice’, and can object to an application on planning grounds only.
It does not have the authority to approve planning applications or Tree Works, this
is the responsibility of CDC or the County Council. If you object to a planning
application, please send your objection to CDC in writing or via their Planning Portal.

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

Amanda Watkins, Chair amanda.watkins@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Allison Hicks, Vice-Chair allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments
Nathan Matthews nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Charles Henderson charles.henderson@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
Danny Duggan* danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments
Derek Brotherston* derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Janeen Wilson* janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
Diana Porter* diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Peter Lewis* peter.lewis@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Jonathan Muller* jonathan.muller@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments
David Shepherd* david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Parish Clerk rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.

As advertised on www.trustatrader.com

C W SMITH
Builders

Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations

Property Maintenance

Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders

Website: www.cwsmith.builders

Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922



HOOK NORTON
GARDEN CLUB

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

A PULL-OUT GUIDE FOR HANDY
REFERENCE

Calendar 2019
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

FOR DETAILS OR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT:

CHAIRMAN: Peter Arnold
Tel: 01608 730263

PROGRAMME SECRETARY: Malcolm Black
Tel: 01608 730668

Committee:
Peter Arnold, Sian Arnold, Malcolm Black,

Dorothy Cantrell, Bethan Dennick, Derek D’Elsini, Ally Goff,
Margaret Hiatt, Shirley Ingham, Alrys Morris, Sandy Shirt



PROGRAMME

Wed 20th Feb Wild Orchids of Great Britain and Ireland

Terry Swainbank

Wed 20th Mar Introduction and growing of Cacti & Succulents.
Demonstration & plants for sale

Bill Barton

Wed 10th Apr Entry night for Spring Show

7.00–8.00pm Memorial Hall

Sat 13th Apr Spring Show – Hook Norton School

      Open to the public – 2.30pm
Wed 17th Apr “All our yesterdays” Changes in climate, plant

methods, regulations – Frank Hardy
Wed 15th May Bees and Honey

Paul Emblon, Entomologist, Oxford University

Sun 9th Jun Day visit by coach to the National Memorial
Arboretum, Staffordshire. Open to members and
guests. Meet 8.30am at the Sun Inn

Wed 17th Jul Evening visit to Bridewell Gardens – Meet outside
the Sun Inn at 6.00pm for car share.

Wed 11th Sep Entry night for Autumn Show

7.00pm–8.00pm Memorial Hall

Sat 14th Sep Autumn Show – Hook Norton School

 Open to the public – 2.30 pm

Wed 16th Oct Professional Women Gardeners in 19th and 20th
centuries – Karen Bradley

Wed 20th Nov AGM followed by Members’ Evening with wine,
cheese and mince pies & members’ photos



All meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month in the
Memorial Hall, starting at 7.30 pm. Meetings are open to anyone who
wishes to attend and there is an admission charge of £3 for non-members
and guests. Tea/coffee and biscuits are provided free and there is usually
a raffle.
Arrangements for visits: Meet outside the Sun Inn, at the times stated.
Evening visits will be by car, sharing wherever possible.

Spring & Autumn Show photographic subjects 2019
Spring, Adults:     A Winter’s Day in Hook Norton;

     A Still Life (Food or Drink); Wood; Shadow(s)
Autumn, Adults:  In the woods – 4 photos on one mount; An
                                interesting sky; Domestic animal(s)
Children:                A pet animal
Annual Membership renewal
You can renew your membership at any meeting or by post to Sian
Arnold, Brick Hill Cottage, Hook Norton. OX15 5QA. Tel: 01608 730263
Cost of renewal is:-
Family: £14.00 (2 adults and children). Single: £7.00.
Children’s membership: £1.00
(Cheque payable to Hook Norton Garden Club)



For 2019, we have four evening meetings, from February to May.
We will arrange a day visit to the National Memorial Arboretum,
Staffordshire, in June, and an evening visit in July to Bridewell
Gardens. We finish the year with an evening meeting in October,
and the AGM in November. As always, we welcome new and current
members and their guests, for all our events.

Membership fees, which are due at the start of the year, represent
great value for money. Club membership gives members discounts
at both Applegarth and Batsford Garden Centres – just take your
membership card along with you. Other garden centres, such as
Yarnton and Farnborough, have their own card but are happy for us
to distribute these to fully paid-up members.

The Spring and Autumn Shows will be held in the Hook Norton
School. We look forward to seeing many exhibits from both old and
new members.

Remember that you can pull out this calendar and display it
somewhere handy, so that you will be reminded when each meeting
is taking place and it will enable you to see what the Garden Club is
doing this year.

Finally, best wishes for Good Gardening in 2019.

Suggestions for future meetings and visits always welcome.
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
To quote Barack Obama, ‘At the moment that we persuade a child,
any child, to cross that threshold, that magic threshold into a
library, we change their lives forever, for the better.’ It’s obvious
that a lot of parents in Hook Norton already know this, and the
place is often buzzing with the sounds of young voices, with
toddlers and teenagers alike searching for new books or taking part
in activities provided by our wonderful Library Manager, Karen.

This was particularly true of the
period leading up to Christmas,
when members of the Library Committee
provided homemade treats for all our young
visitors. Many thanks to all the cooks who
helped, especially Jane Orchard, who organised a
wonderfully efficient morning’s baking. Pictured
here are Alex and Sam Lewis, who clearly
couldn’t wait to get home that day to devour
both their gingerbread men and their new library
books.
The Friends of Hook Norton Community Library

continue to support the Library financially and by volunteering. Don’t forget that
Tea at the Library happens on the third Wednesday of every month, from 2.30pm to
4.30pm.          Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary

IT’S ELEMENTARY
It was fitting that, last year, all in our own way, we marked the centenary of the
end of a global conflict. As yet, thankfully, no-one has seen fit to remind me that
this year is merely the 80th anniversary of the start of the next one. I prefer to use
this year to commemorate 150
years since, on 6 March 1869,
Dmitri Ivanovich Mendeleev, a
schoolteacher from Siberia,
presented to the Russian Chemical
Society a paper entitled The
Properties of the Atomic Weights of
Elements – what is now known as
The Periodic Table – thus creating
a foundation stone of modern
Chemistry, Physics, atomic theory,
quantum theory, our fundamental
understanding of the universe and
many of the miracles of modern
science. Thanks to another
schoolteacher in the 1960s, I can
still reproduce the first two lines
from memory! The earliest known printed copy – created in 1885 – has just been
found under the stage at St Andrews University, and the UN has declared this the
‘International Year of the Periodic Table of the Chemical Elements’.

David Jones
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WILDLIFE NOTES
2018 was one of the warmest years on record, when we enjoyed a long, hot, dry
summer. This was despite the so called ‘Beast from the East’ we all experienced
earlier in the year, which had a dramatic effect on our lives.
The vagaries of the weather resulted in our wildlife both prospering and suffering.
According to the National Trust, bats and butterflies were ‘winners’, as numbers
increased; sightings of rarer butterflies almost
became the norm. However, the cold conditions
endured beforehand affected many sea birds, as
their food sources dwindled dramatically. The cold
weather was not just restricted to the UK; chilly
conditions in Europe meant that many birds, such
as fieldfare, redwing and lapwing, sought refuge
here.
The warm summer resulted in locust being
spotted in Cornwall, while in August the
conditions meant that blackberries were able to
be harvested early and in large quantities. I
wonder how 2019 will turn out in terms of how
our wildlife performs as I write this on a frosty
January morning.
Closer to home, wildlife reports from the
newsletter readership have been almost non-
existent. Redwings were seen on a hedge on
Bourne View by Terry Swainbank, while Tom
Molmans captured a kingfisher near his garden in
Brookside. The photo is a still image taken from a
video clip supplied by Tom.
As usual please continue to provide me with details of your wildlife sightings no
matter how trivial you might think they are.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

CANCER RESEARCH UK – FUNDRAISING UPDATE
Thank you to everyone who
supported our stall at Christmas
in Chippy in December, which
raised £435. This, together with
other donations, brings the total
raised by our North Cotswold
Group since February 2018 to
£28,317.
Our next fundraising event will be
a horse racing evening at
Middleton Cheney Sports & Social
Club on Friday 22 March. Contact
me for tickets for the race night
and/or more information about
our fundraising.

Gill Begnor, gillbegnor@live.co.uk
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County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers

MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton

Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.

Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk 

bridalwear

Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to 
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges

KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762
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Hook Norton Low Carbon
BIG VEGGIE LUNCH

9 June 2019
Reduce Climate Change with Diet Change

We are planning a community Big Veggie Lunch in Hooky
on a Sunday in June at the Sports & Social Club – date to be announced.

We've all seen the recent reports stressing the need to change our diet by
reducing meat consumption and increasing our intake of plant based food
to decrease greenhouse gases. With that in mind, we’ve decided to take
action and enjoy engaging with the wider community at the same time.

The Big Lunch is a national annual event that enables neighbours to get to
know each other; the only difference being that our event will promote
vegetarian food. Of course it will be a lovely sunny day, we will all bring
food and be able to sit outside, eat and drink a veggie and vegan feast

together and have fun.

The whole village is invited; we hope to share recipes and compile a
collection of plant based meals that are easy to cook at home, and to

have cooking demonstrations. There will be music and games for children
and we hope they will join in constructing a model of the community

housing project from recycled materials.
It could be a fantastic day but we will need LOTS OF HELP. If you would

like to help in any way, or offer any time and ideas, please join our
steering group that will exchange ideas and meet regularly to make it

happen. The first meeting will be in February, date tbc.
If you are interested please contact

Cathy Ryan, catherine.ryan@hn-lc.org.uk, 07946 486396
www.hn-lc.org.uk
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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ARE YOU CONSIDERING SOLAR PV?
The Government Feed-in Tariff (FiT) payment scheme will end on 31 March –
two months away. Owners of solar PV systems can benefit from 20 years of
payments under the FiT scheme, but only if they get a system installed and
running, and apply for FiT before 31 March! If you need assistance or advice from
Hook Norton Low Carbon, please get in touch at admin@hn-lc.org.uk.

Diana Barber for Hook Norton Low Carbon

CHRISTMAS QUIZ SOLUTION – THE TWELVE FILMS
It seems a long time since Christmas, but here are the answers to the ‘12 films of
Christmas’ from the December issue of the newsletter.

1. A rom-com that follows the love stories of almost a dozen
couples throughout the holiday season (2003)

2. On Christmas Eve, a young boy embarks on a magical
adventure on board a train to the Artic, while learning about
friendship, bravery, and the spirit of Christmas (2004)

3. An angel is sent from Heaven to help a desperately frustrated
businessman, by showing him what life would have been like if
he had never existed (1946)

4. An eight-year-old troublemaker must protect his house from
a pair of burglars during the Christmas vacation (1990)

5. When a nice old man who claims to be Santa Claus is
institutionalised as insane, a young lawyer decides to defend
him by arguing in court that he is the real thing (1947)

6. After unintentionally wreaking havoc on his own community
due to his ungainly size, a man raised at the North Pole is sent
to the United States in search of his true identity (2003)

7. A successful song-and-dance team become romantically
involved with two sisters and head for Vermont to save the
failing inn of their former commanding general (1954)

8. During WWII, a British colonel tries to bridge the cultural
divides between a British prisoner of war and the Japanese
camp commander in order to avoid bloodshed (1983)

9. When a man inadvertently kills Father Christmas on
Christmas Eve, he finds himself magically recruited to take his
place (1994)

10. The Griswold's plans for a big family festive holiday
predictably turn into a major disaster (1989)

11. This classic, timeless Dicken’s seasonal story is given a
make-over by Jim Henson’s creations (1992)

12. Two women troubled with guy-problems swap homes in
each other's countries, where they each meet a local guy and
fall in love (2006)

Love Actually

Polar Express

Wonderful Life

Home Alone

Miracle on 34th Street

Elf

White Christmas

Merry Christmas
Mr Lawrence

The Santa Clause

National Lampoon’s
Christmas Vacation

The Muppet Christmas
Carol

The Holiday

There only one entry – thanks Paul Cooke – and he got all answers and wins the
princely sum of £1!             Kevin Hope
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We’ve done those now!
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NEWS FROM ST PETER’S
Decorations down; chocolates, Christmas
cake, mince pies eaten; credit card
statements in, mid-January bank balance
low, snow forecast as I write! A good time
to wish you all the Blessings of a New Year.
Before Christmas just melts with that snow,
St Peter’s would like to thank you for the
tremendous support you have shown over
this busy Christmas Season. Our Children’s
services, Midnight Communion and Carol
Service have been well supported, and we
have been able to support Bloodwise and
the Children’s Society as part of our
Christmas giving, thanks to your
generosity.
So, is that it? For some of you I expect the
answer is ‘Yes’: time off work; time with
the family; time to over eat and drink.
Church may have been just one of the
entertainments of the season. For others, I
know that this has been a really meaningful
time, and we thank God for that.
During this time of Epiphany we wonder at the journey of those three men: Wise?
Astrologers? Magi? What was it that prompted them to travel for over two months
across desert land to search for a baby? No sat-nav equipment or post code to
guide them, just a star that persistently went ahead of them until they finally found
what they were searching for: a baby, born to be king, not found in the riches of
Herod’s palace, but in an animal’s shelter.
Has something this Christmas caused you to rethink some aspects of your life?
What is it you are searching for? Could you be being prompted to make the journey
into Church to learn more? To be encouraged and given hope, to find fellowship? To
recognise that there is more to this time of year than personal gratification?
Perhaps to discover for yourself the enormity of God’s love for you and how He can
change your life.
We meet at 10am every Sunday and you will be made more than welcome. On
Sunday 27 January, we are hosting an extra service, jointly with our Baptist and
Methodist friends, at 6pm, to celebrate the week of Christian unity. Our joint Lent
course, held in the Baptist Chapel, is also in the planning; watch out for posters for
dates and times.
Men’s Breakfast at the House of Bread: 8.30–10am, Saturday 16 February and
Saturday 8 June; contact Keith Disney, 730456, for details.
And our Stop Press news is that a new Rector has been appointed!
Canon Janet Faull originally trained at the Royal Academy of Music, then the
Guildhall School of Music and Drama where she did a post-graduate course in Music
therapy. Janet also has experience of Primary School work, before being ordained.
Our hope it that Janet and her husband Martin will be with us soon after Easter.

Janet Collins, Lay Minister, 737081
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

PRIZE QUIZ – SPRING FEVER
In this edition’s quiz is all the answers are loosely connected to the season of
spring, and the first letter of each answer spells out an important character at this
time of year!
You can do this for fun, but if you wish to enter the prize quiz, print your name and
details at the bottom of the page, tear it out and place it into an envelope marked
‘QUIZ’ along with £2 and drop it into the St Peter’s donations box (on the wall just
inside church on the right) by 1 March. The winner will receive 50% of the money
collected, and will be announced along with the answers in the April newsletter.
Good luck.

Kevin Hope

1. If roses are red, what are blue?       ______________

2. What month is associated with spring showers?    ______________

3. What period of the church’s year lasts 40 days?    ______________

4. Judy Garland starred in which seasonal musical in 1948? ______________

5. The daffodil is a member of which genus of plants?   ______________

6. What is the larval stage of an amphibian called?   ______________

7. On the Roman calendar what corresponds to 15 March  ______________

8. What is a safe place for eggs and young birds

    to develop called?           ______________

9. If it’s a solstice in summer, what is it in spring?    ______________

10. The character’s name (based on the 9 clues above)  ______________

Name ……………………………………………………………  Telephone number …………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
It is salutary to read that the Pierre Bonnard exhibition, ‘The Colour of Memory’, at
Tate Modern, is his first in this country for 20 years – and I enjoyed it then! With
Matisse, he is one of the great colourists of the 20th Century, and these paintings
present landscapes and intimate domestic scenes which capture moments in time –
someone has just left a room or a meal has just finished – or a moment lost in the
view from a window. It runs to 6 May – a delight.
At the same gallery, ‘Magic Realism: Art in Weimar Germany’ shows the impact of the
First World War and its aftermath on German art. A rare opportunity to see unsettling
artworks full of rage and energy, not ordinarily on public display.
Another opportunity to explore the depths of human experience – but in a very
different way – is Bill Viola’s immersive video installations. Conceived as a journey
through the cycle of life, it unites with the powerful sculptures and drawings of
Michelangelo. Both artists, despite the distance between them, grapple with very
similar universal questions: ‘Life, Death, Rebirth’. At the Royal Academy, the
exhibition runs to 31 March.
After that perhaps – starting 16 March – you need a trip to Compton Verney. There
we have a celebration of children, childhood and innocence; ‘Painting Childhood: From
Holbein to Freud’. A true springtime exhibition.
On stage, the Oxford Playhouse presents ‘Enron’ the gripping story of the people
behind one of the great financial scandals of the 21st century. Performed by the
University of Oxford students it is a fast-paced, hilarious spectacle, showing the
collapse of this giant Texan company; it runs 30 January–2 February.
The following week (4–9 February) is Yasmina Reza’s dazzling study of friendship,
prejudice and tolerance: ‘Art’. When Serge buys a very expensive modern ‘all white’
painting his two friends are baffled. This production beats the Hooky Literature visit to
Cheltenham to see the same play – one of the most successful plays in the West End
and on Broadway over the past 20 years.
The Old Fire Station in Oxford seldom gets a mention but, on 7–9 February, it gives
us a version of Strindberg’s ‘Miss Julie’ by Patrick Marber. It should be good –
describing how Miss Julie and her father’s chauffeur spin dreams of escaping from
their lives in a period (1945) of seismic social change.
Another small theatre I recently visited is the Jermyn Street in London. Between 12
February and 15 March they too have an interesting adaptation. This time Harley
Granville Barker’s ‘Agnes Colander, An Attempt at Life’, revised by Richard Nelson and
directed by Trevor Nunn. This is a witty and compelling exploration of love, sexual
attraction and independence written in 1900.
Finally on the stage, a debut by Natasha Gordon – a success at the National, now
transferred to Trafalgar Studios. ‘Nine Night’ is a touching and exuberantly funny
exploration of the rituals of family, set during a traditional Jamaican ‘Nine Night Wake’
– a party lasting over a week, full of charm and wit; runs to 23 February.
Now to the Mastery of Mozart. On 21 February, at the Sheldonian, the Oxford
Philharmonic play Serenade No 13; Eine Kleine Nachtmusik and two Piano Concertos,
Nos 27 & 20, under the baton of Marios Papadopoulos – who is also the pianist. In
fact, the Orchestra perform almost the same programme two days later, 23 February,
at Cheltenham Town Hall; spoilt for choice!
Let me finish with a St Valentine Day’s treat – the Birmingham Symphony Hall, where
the CBSO perform Sibelius and Greig. Dare I say – if music be…!

John Wheatley
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HOOK NORTON WI
At our November meeting, Jean Webb talked to us about homeopathy. She started by
listing the effects of stress on the body, the causes of stress, relaxation, and the fact
that it is only when the body is relaxed that it works on healing itself. Therefore,
relaxation, in whatever form, is the best way to promote healing, and stress is a
major factor in all disease. She talked about ways in which the body it is like a
machine, and the ways that it isn’t; i.e. it can fix itself. Holistic therapy refers to the
fact that the whole person – mind, body and spirit – works together; and holistic
therapies are a natural way of bringing encouraging self-healing.
Homeopathy is based on the principle of ‘like cures like’, requiring a tiny dose of
something in nature that would cause a problem, in order to fix the same problem. It
is focused on the body as a whole (except in the case of first aid) and, for chronic
conditions, the consultation is about describing the whole person, their medical
history and their emotional responses, their likes and dislikes, in order to best
describe the person and, therefore, find a remedy that fits the same picture.
In closing, Jean suggested that we should consider what we can do to affect our own
health, be it diet, exercise, relaxation, or addressing a stress issue. We can turn to
the three ‘N’s: Nature, Nourishment (things that nourish the body or the soul), and
we should avoid anxiety by focusing on the Now.
In December we had an enjoyable lunch at The Gate Hangs High. It was a happy
occasion and well supported. As usual we had a delicious meal, so thanks again to the
staff.
In mid-December we had a cheery party, with entertainment from the Ukelele Group.
We sang many carols and Christmas songs, so were ready for a cup of tea afterwards.
The buffet, as usual, was excellent and we needed the Ukelele group to help us enjoy
the refreshments. Many thanks to them for their music and light-hearted jokes.
It's amazing to discover how talented some of our members are. We found this out
when our member and speaker, Kathleen Winter, gave a talk on Patchwork to our
January meeting. There was an amazing display of her own work for us to see, from
bed quilts and cushions to wall hangings in some beautiful colour combinations. She
told us about patchwork, its origins and history. We were amazed to learn that items
dating from around 600AD have been found in Britain, probably made from animal
skin or felted wool. The housewife was responsible for clothing the family and you
only had what you made. Spinning and weaving was the only source; this made
material very precious. Used old clothes were used for patching or cutting down for
children.
Patchwork as we know today originated in America, using cotton material, woven with
cotton from the cotton plant. Coloured patches were used to brighten clothing. It has
become very trendy now: there are exhibitions; there was one at the NEC which had
over 100 exhibits. If you thought that patches were just squares of material sewn
together, you would be wrong. Kathleen told us that these were the hardest to cut
and sew, because of the corners. Hexagons are the easiest. She showed us templates
and told us how to cut them and what stitches to use. There are many different types
of designs. Some of these have unusual names such as Somerset Star; Cathedral
Windows; Flamestitch or Florentine strip patchwork.
We are very fortunate to have members willing to share their expertise with us and
enjoyed the talk.
Another year gone, and we wish everyone joy and happiness in 2019.

Margaret Gardner and Chris Town
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
We’ve got a new routine here this winter — our Daily Mile. Our children now jog
outdoors for 15 minutes every day, in their school uniforms, rain or shine

(pictured). Over 7,000 schools globally have joined
this simple but groundbreaking initiative, which
started in a primary school in Scotland in 2012.
We’re proud to be one of the first schools in
northern Oxfordshire to join this growing
movement. We’re finding that it’s not only
boosting fitness, but improving focus in the
classroom, too!
Also since the last issue:
Anglican and Methodist schools inspection:
We were pleased to be judged good in every
category — collective worship, religious education,
and overall. The inspector compared our strong
Christian vision, which is based on the story of the
Good Shepherd, to ‘a golden thread that ties pupils
and adults together in a family’. He congratulated
us on our ‘rich curriculum’, our ‘bright and joyful

learning environment’, and our focus on the ‘rounded development of the whole
child’. He had particular praise for our ‘inclusive’ ethos and our success with
vulnerable pupils, those with special needs, and those seeking a fresh start after
struggling at other schools. He
wrote that at Great Rollright ‘all
pupils, whatever their background
or ability, flourish because they are
treated with equal dignity and
respect’.
ParentMail: We now have 99% uptake among families of our new online
communication and payment system. Everything from permission forms to
payments for school lunches can now be completed in seconds online.
Literary Quiz: Our team of Yr 6 students showed how well they know their book
trivia, coming second out of 11 schools in this annual event at Chipping Norton
School.
Injury Minimisation Programme: Our Yr 5s and 6s visited the Horton Hospital in
Banbury to learn basic first aid and how to keep safe.
Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit us, to see first-hand all that we
have to offer. Please make an appointment by calling us on 01608 737202. We look
forward to meeting you!       Michelle Hastings, Headteacher

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
We wish to thank Mike Collier for again donating a quantity of daffodil bulbs. These
have been planted around the new bench in the upper part of the cemetery.
Our plan this year is to replace the existing compost bins and, hopefully, provide a
structure where watering cans and gardening tools can be stored for all to use.
If anyone would like to join us in keeping our cemetery tidy, please contact Alison
Hicks at the Parish Council or myself.

John E Blackham
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Happy New Year!
We’ve done these now!
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY/MARCH VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS

Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Wednesday 10:00 AM Still Waters Cafe Baptist Hall
Wednesday 10:00 AM Health Walk Doctors’ Surgery
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Wednesday 7:30 PM Hooky Singers Primary School
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 5:00 PM Live music night Sun Inn
Sunday 8:30 PM Quiz night Pear Tree Inn

Date Day Time Event Location
02 Saturday 19:30 Quiz night Sports & Social Club
05 Tuesday 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Hall
06 Wednesday 15:30 Lego Club Library
09 Saturday 19:00 Hook Norton Movie Night Memorial Hall
11 Monday 19:30 Hooky Players AGM Baptist Hall
11 Monday 19:30 Lunar Society The Sun Inn
13 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
13 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
14 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
14 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
15 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
16 Saturday HN School Spring Half Term Holiday
19 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
20 Wednesday 14:30 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
20 Wednesday 18:30 Save a Life - First Responders Primary School
20 Wednesday 19:30 Garden Club - Orchids Memorial Hall
23 Saturday 19:00 Hook Norton Movie Night Memorial Hall
26 Tuesday 19:30 Community Housing Open Meeting Brewery
27 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
27 Wednesday 15:30 Lego Club Library
28 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
28 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
28 Thursday 19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
28 Thursday 19:30 Hooky Players Get Together The Sun Inn
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - MARCH

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if
possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council
issues. Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council
charges for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths,
wall units, sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of
charges at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste

Date Day Time Event Location
05 Tuesday 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Hall
06 Wednesday 15:30 Lego Club Library
09 Saturday 19:00 Hook Norton Movie Night Memorial Hall
11 Monday 19:30 Lunar Society The Sun Inn
13 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
13 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
14 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
14 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
15 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
15 Friday Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
19 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
19 Tuesday 14:30 Save a Life - First Responders St Peter's 
20 Wednesday 14:30 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
20 Wednesday 19:30 Garden Club - Cacti Memorial Hall
23 Saturday 19:00 Hook Norton Movie Night Memorial Hall
27 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
27 Wednesday 15:30 Lego Club Library
27 Wednesday 20:00 HN Allotment Association Meeting The Sun Inn
28 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
28 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
28 Thursday 19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
28 Thursday 19:30 Hooky Players Get Together The Sun Inn
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CINEMA IN CHIPPING NORTON
Chippy Theatre – housed in an old Victorian
Salvation Army citadel – is the true antidote to
the multiplex experience: a beautiful, relaxed
and friendly environment in which to enjoy the
best in independent, British and world cinema,
glass of wine in hand!
In the era of Netflix and 66” TVs, is there really
a place for cinema? Buoyant box office figures
suggest that there is still a huge appetite for
experiencing film on the big screen in the
company of others. Here in Chipping Norton, we
certainly believe so. With brand new seating,
high-end digital projection and a well-stocked
bar featuring local brands like Cotswold Gin and
Chadlington Brewery, you will be well looked
after as you enjoy some of the best films
around.
This season features a swathe of Oscars
hopefuls including ‘The Favourite’, ‘If Beale
Street Could Talk’, and Kenneth Branagh and
Judi Dench in ‘All is True’. Our ‘Off the Beaten
Track’ programme showcases more unusual and
alternative titles including the fabulous
Lebanese drama ‘Capernaum’ and Rachel Weisz
in ‘Disobedience’. There is even a programme of
‘relaxed’ screenings for those living with
dementia or autism, or who might find a normal
cinema environment challenging; also our
much-loved ‘Cinema Bambino’, for parents with
babies.
For us, it’s not just about flogging you a lukewarm hot-dog. The programme is
created in-house, by people who really love film, to share the talked-about hits and
some surprises that you might not have heard of. So if you find yourself spending a
little too much time on your sofa, come and remind yourself of the pleasures of
cinema as it’s meant to be. See the latest programme at
chippingnortontheatre.com. Box Office: 01608 642350

Tess Biles, Marketing Manager

RATE OUR REFUSE AND STREET CLEANING SERVICES
Cherwell District Council (CDC) is asking residents to take part in a survey to help
improve the quality of waste collection and street cleaning services. As members of
the Association for Public Service Excellence (APSE) the council, is for the first time,
taking part in a national survey to assess the quality of these two services. CDC is
currently 32nd out of 345 in the league table of recycling authorities. You can
participate in the surveys at:
Waste Collect: www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Refuse-Collection-Satisfaction-CDC;
Street Cleaning: www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Street-Cleansing-Satisfaction-CDC.

Gavin Moore, Cherwell DC
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
The Cricket Club has been celebrating yet another fantastic
season. The club now runs two Saturday teams in the OCA
league, one midweek 20/20 team, two winter indoor-league
teams and a full range of junior and mini teams, up to and
including an u17 team. For next season, and due to increased
demand, we are also running a friendly Sunday side.
This season saw the first team winning division
four, and earning promotion for the second
consecutive year, and the second team also
gaining promotion to division six. The first
team also won the League Cup, beating
Faringdon in the final, and the mid-week team
won the Plate Trophy at Cropredy. Our
successes didn’t end there as, for the first time,
the u17s made it to the County Finals day held
at Horspath cricket club. Cricket for Hook
Norton continues into the winter months, and
this year we were one of just a handful of local
clubs to enter a second team into the indoor
league, where they came a creditable third. In the coming weeks, the first team
embark on retaining their winners’ trophy from last season.

Off the pitch saw Hook Norton CC
visiting Exmouth for a four day tour,
which involved over 40 members with
an age range 3–50+! We had two
hugely successful matches at Exmouth
and Honiton cricket clubs and a boat trip
up the River Exe.
We would like to thank our sponsors:
Hook Norton Brewery, The Village Shop,
Café Le Raj, Hello Fresh, KMS and Cross
Embroidery, for all their support in what
has certainly been a hugely successful
season.

Hook Norton is an ambitious, friendly and growing
village cricket club that is keen to attract new
members of all abilities. Our winter nets will be
taking place on Sunday nights, 7–9pm
starting on 24 February. All players that are
keen to play in a senior or Sunday side are
welcome to attend, and this includes any juniors
from u15s upwards and new players. If you are
interested please contact Rob Webb on 07932
156641 or robs-crops@hotmail.co.uk. For any
junior cricket enquiries please contact Jeff
Hutchinson on: 07496 817303 or
jeff.hutchinson1@btinternet.com

Julia Ingham
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DO YOU HAVE A SPARE ROOM IN YOUR HOUSE?
Share your home and make a difference

Do you feel that you could offer support to someone in order to make a difference
to their life? If so, you could be just the person we are looking for!! The Oxfordshire
Shared Lives Scheme supports carers to provide paid care and support in their own
home to vulnerable adults.

People who use the service need practical and emotional support in order to live
their lives more fully and independently and feel part of a family household. They
may have a learning disability, physical disability or mental health need or they
could be an older person or someone with dementia.

Here in Oxfordshire we are keen to recruit people from all walks of life who feel they
can offer this type of paid support in their own home. It could be anything from
occasional short breaks or day time support through to a longer term full time
arrangement. The support that our carers give makes a huge difference to the lives
of people using the service, often enabling them to experience new opportunities
and reach new goals.

No matter what type of arrangement our carers provide, they all receive on-going
support and training from a team of qualified social workers to ensure delivery of
high quality, person centred care. They could also be paid up to just over £400 per
week for each person they support. There are also regular opportunities to meet up
with other carers and people who use the service at social and information events
so a wider support network is also available.

If you have a spare room to offer and would like to play a key part in making a
positive difference to someone’s life, then we really want to hear from you! Call
the Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme on 01865 897971 or visit our website
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives.

Amy Mulvey, Shared Lives – Administrator

HOOKY RECOMMENDED
In every issue, John Wheatley provides us with a wealth of recommended cultural
events on stage, gallery or concert hall.
However, I’m sure our readers must visit events and exhibitions outside those
genres, that they think merit recommendation. I’m thinking particularly of short-
term exhibitions in museums, libraries, colleges and public buildings; small gardens;
lecture series or anything else that you think is worthwhile and does not already
gain widespread publicity.
If you would like to send me recommendations, with maybe a one-line summary of
why it’s worth going, I would be pleased to compile them into a Hooky
Recommended listing in each issue.
As a starter, on the recommendation of my wife, Jacqui, I visited an informative and
enjoyable exhibition called ‘Bacterial World’ in the Oxford Natural History museum –
a demonstration of the fundamental importance of bacteria in the deep past,
present and future of life on planet earth; continues to 28 May.

David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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