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What is missing from this newsletter?
Every so often I find myself thinking ‘I
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that others cannot? So here is my list of
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�� Recipes: With so many wonderful
bar4ber@gmail.com
Hooky cooks, there must be a treasure
house of local, seasonal, old family or
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idiosyncratic recipes out there, waiting
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to be shared. If ‘rock cakes’ are good,
Third Page
£15/12.50*
£25/22.50*
what about ‘ironstone biscuits’?
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�� A crossword: maybe with some local
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references in the clues or the answers.
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I’ll give you the first clue for free: ‘1
Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
across and 3 down: Intersectional
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
harmony (5,2,3,10)’. Or what about
other puzzles, quizzes, brain teasers…? Lane, Hook Norton OX15 5NX or put in our postbox
�� The night sky: Hooky enjoys some in the village shop.
spectacular starscapes; I can find
Orion, the seven sisters, the north star
– but then I start to flounder. Could
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you be the one to alert us what to be
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
gazing at in the next couple of months? not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
�� Ecology/environment: We have a
Find us on the web at
wonderful regular wildlife column, but
www.hook-norton.org.uk/villagewhat about something to make us
more
aware
of
the
broader newsletter
environment we live in here? How are the hedgerows, trees and verges doing? What
about our streams and rivers? When did Himalayan balsam start to invade Hooky; what
can we do about it? Does Hooky boast any rarities?
�� Poetry, or prose: You don’t need to be Wordsworth or J K Rowling! If you have created
something you think we would enjoy, please share it. What about a review of a film club
movie, or a book you borrowed from the library?
�� A sideways view: Do you have an unusual perspective on village life? e.g. Do you live in
one of the recent developments, or in one of the outlying properties – how does Hooky
look from there?
�� Words, or numbers: The village used to have a dictionary researcher as a resident – I
always hoped we might get them to contribute the most interesting words they found,
but sadly they moved on. Maybe you have a special interest in words (or numbers!) that
you could share? My current favourite word is ‘auroch’.
�� And then there are all the things I haven’t thought of. Who would have imagined we
would have historic telephone numbers, Elvis or Lego in the newsletter, but you’ll find
them all in this one!
There is no pressure in being a newsletter contributor. I have never yet nagged anyone to
deliver a piece. You can send just one item, contribute occasionally when the muse is upon
you or become a regular contributor. Perfect grammar, spelling or punctuation is not
important – getting that lot ship-shape is my job! All that matters is that you have an
enthusiasm of your own that you would like to share. If you are inspired, please get in
touch; and a happy new year. Thanks to Noel Bell for the winter themed cover photo.
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David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
Hilary Hibbert-Biles the Cabinet Member
for Education, visited before Christmas and
was very impressed with our school.
The friends of the school (FOHNS)
organised a wonderful Christmas Fayre,
with funds going towards a new allweather track around the field to allow us
to do our daily mile all-year round. We also
put on two very enthusiastic productions
– KS1 Nativity and KS2 Panto. Senior
citizens enjoyed the KS1 Nativity, followed
by a Christmas tea served by Y6,
accompanied by Mrs Wood’s recorder
group, which got everyone in the festive
mood!
All that seems a long time ago already! We
have welcomed back everyone after the
Christmas holidays and are right back in
the swing of things. The children are very
busy with their new ‘Big Question’ topics.
Y4 have visited Warwick Castle and had a
wonderful time as part of their topic on
castles.
Our new Nursery children are settling in
well – our 30-hour funded offer has proved
very popular with parents. (Please make
sure you fill in an application form in plenty
of time to ensure a place for September).
Our KS2 choir have attended Young Voices
in Birmingham where they were able to
sing with 6,500 children from around the
country. An unforgettable experience for
everyone involved!
We have welcomed several new families
into our school this term and already they
are settled and happy.
At the end of January, a party of Year 6
children will be heading off to Sweden to
visit our dear friends in Vara and stay with
host families. This partnership is as strong
as ever, and a unique feature of our
school. This year we are celebrating 20
years of friendship! Children make lasting
memories as well as pen pals for years to
come.
We have been very involved with the
Chipping Norton Schools’ Partnership,
taking part in the first Literary Quiz as well as a packed timetable of sporting activities,
including the Y5/6 Athletics festival and the Y3/4 Balls Skills tournament.
Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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INCREDIBLE EDIBLE HOOKY
Do you hate waste? Have
no fear, OLIO is here!
Since we started Incredible
Edible Hooky two years ago,
I have heard quite a few
people say, ‘Wouldn’t it be
great if we had some way of being able to share surplus food from my garden or
allotment?’ And from the other side of the fence, wouldn’t it be great to get your hands
on some free food?
If you grow your own, you will be all too familiar with the glut of cucumbers, beans
and other fruit and veg that engulf any green fingered gardener at certain times of
year. With one of our core aims to reduce our carbon footprint as a village, reducing
food waste is close to our hearts. We are always keen to look for new ways in which
we can inch toward that big goal.
Here are some sobering facts:
�� Over one-third of all food produced globally goes to waste.
�� In most developed countries, over half of all food waste takes place in the home.
�� In the home food waste is worth £700/year to the average UK family
Recently, we came across OLIO, a great service that aims to reduce food waste by
providing a way for a community to share any unwanted or excess produce. It’s a bit
like Freecycle for food. Once you have joined up you can list food products you have
bought, but for whatever reason, no longer want, or any excess you might have grown
in your own garden. At the same time, you can also browse items that have been
posted that you might like to take off someone’s hands.
When I signed up just recently, there were only 5 pioneering OLIOers (as they are
called) in the village. I made it number 6! It is clear to us that the more people in the
village sign up, the more vibrant and useful to the community OLIO becomes.
The impact of OLIO so far?
260,534 OLIOers have joined the #FoodSharingRevolution.
172,608 meals have been saved from going to waste
Reducing waste and free food? What’s not to love? Go on, sign up and let’s build
something amazing!
Now some practical bits: OLIO can be used via an app on your iphone or, via the
desktop, on: https://olioex.com/.
If you are interested in helping us spread the word or in helping out in any of our
projects, please just contact me.
Sarah Morris – Project Lead, 737642, incredibleediblehooky@gmail.com

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2017
I am delighted to report that the total sum of £3351.49 was raised for The Royal
British Legion by contributions towards poppies and wreathes in Hook Norton and the
surrounding villages; this is a significant increase on last year, so a big thank you to
all those who gave so generously, and to those who spent time and effort in
fund-raising. My thanks also go to Hook Norton Brass Band, the parade commander,
Mr Chris Marriot, the Hook Norton retained fire service members and the various youth
organisations that paraded so smartly on the day. Their participation in this special
act of remembrance is deeply valued by the village community and I have been
touched by the number of people who have commented on how smart they looked.
Barry Lennon, 730567
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THE 22˧˥˨˦˨ HOOK NORTON ANNUAL MUSIC FESTIVAL – MUSIC
AT THE CROSSROADS
At Hook Norton Brewery – Friday 6 / Saturday 7 July 2018
Tickets now on sale - save big with the early-bird offers….read on…..
Tickets from www.hookymusic.co.uk and
www.eventbrite.co.uk/musicatthecrossroads
Also on sale at the local Hook Norton Village Shop, the Brewery
and Jaffe& Neale bookshop Chipping Norton.

We are excited about our headliners for 2018, the wonderful John Coghlan’s Quo,
featuring John Coghlan, original drummer and founder member of Status Quo –
one of the great British rock music acts!
Proudly sponsored by BANBURY PLANT AND SKIP HIRE.
STANDARD TICKET PRICES 2018
Weekend: adult: £25 / 11-17yrs: £12 / 11 and under: free of charge
Saturday: adult: £20 / 11-17yrs: £10 / 11 and under: free of charge
Friday:
adult: £10 / 11-17yrs: £5 / 11 and under: free of charge
CAMPING: £5 per person. Camper Vans £20 per pitch.
Early Bird on-line offer until 30 March: save up to 30% see the websites above
(note: Eventbrite make an admincharge for all on-line sales).

PLUS - A SPECIAL VILLAGE-ONLY OFFER: We particularly want a good turnout
from the great village of Hook Norton, so we have a limited offer: 40-50%
reductions on the above prices – only for tickets purchased at the village shop by
30 March! Hush, tell no-one until you’ve got yours!
Proceeds to national charities – BLOODWISE, Air Ambulance, Fire Fighters Charity and a
host of local groups. See the website and our Facebook page for more information.
9
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON
What’s Your Vision for Community Housing in Hook Norton?
Your Help is Needed!
Would you like to live in a warm, light home that is sustainable, low carbon and actually
affordable to buy or rent, right here in Hooky? With your help it could happen. Please
come to one of the two Open Community Housing Meetings planned for the end
of February to explore what might be possible and express your ideas and thoughts
on what you would like to see happen.
Please see the poster on the facing page for details
It’s clear that a new approach to housing is needed – a grass-roots approach that
springs directly from the ideas and needs of the local community. Housing costs have
spiralled out of control, resulting in homes becoming increasingly unaffordable and
out of reach for many, but especially low income households. The rising cost of land
and pressure on land supply have helped to fuel the increased cost of building homes;
but what if an alternative project that worked for the benefit of the community, rather
than the developer, could be explored?
The community of Hook Norton has a rare and unusual opportunity to participate in
an affordable and imaginative housing project, using a piece of land in the village
owned by Cherwell District Council. The council are prepared to transfer ownership of
the land to the community by forming a Community Land Trust, and this could be one
way of achieving affordability – as the value of the land and developer’s high profit
margin would be removed from the cost of the homes. The proposed site does not
add to the outward spread of the village but would make good use of a neglected and
overgrown piece of land near the Sports and Social Club. The site is compact and could
be integrated into the surrounding neighbourhood by creative landscaping and planting.
It could be possible to design homes that foster a stronger community spirit and
encourage social contact. A different way of living could be offered, with access to
shared spaces, such as communal gardens and allotments, that could enable
neighbours to support each other and decrease the sense of isolation often experienced
by many elderly people.
Lots of us would welcome the chance to live in a home that has a kinder relationship
to the environment, with inventive use of local shared energy sources to allow
communities to be more energy independent and cut costs. Renewable elements such
as PV solar panels and thoughtful design and insulation could be intrinsic to the
development, along with low-carbon transport options such as shared electric cars
and E-bikes included.
It’s important that this community housing project really reflects your views, so we
will be working with an independent survey company over the coming months to ask
what you would like to see the project provide for the village. Look out for our
forthcoming questionnaire and pop-up events, but meantime please come to one of
the Open Community Housing Meetings to make the most of this fantastic opportunity
to deliver the kind of Community Housing the village needs and wants. If you need
help with transport to either meetings please contact us.
Affordable, sustainable, well-designed housing can be transformative, and enhance
the lives and well-being of its occupants. It could start right here in Hooky!

Cathy Ryan, Tim Lunel, Community Engagement & Feasibility Study
Project Managers, 07946 486396, catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org
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DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk
bridalwear
Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges
KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762

Sewing for you
Frances Williams
Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making
& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297 Mobile: 07964 691274
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GREEN GYM IN HOOK NORTON
Volunteers from Green
Gym were in Hooky again
recently, this time to
recondition the woodchip
area in the children's
playground. Green Gyms
are
outdoor
sessions
where practical activities
such as planting trees,
maintaining wildlife sites
and common land, clearing
footpaths
and
laying
hedges are done with a
view to also improving
personal
health
and
fitness. Chipping Norton Green Gym meets each Wednesday morning to work on
various sites around Chipping Norton, Kingham, Enstone, Hook Norton and surrounding
areas.
Chipping Norton Green Gym is a friendly easy-going group which welcomes new
volunteers of all ages, with the aim of having fun and getting some exercise and fresh
air, while helping to care for the environment. No prior skills or experience are
necessary and lifts may be available for those who cannot easily get to the worksites.
For further information or to volunteer see the website: www.chippygreengym.org/
David Newton
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
Winter is traditionally a quiet period in the garden, and this year's seems to have been
fairly harsh – with two lots of snow, the first of which was quite heavy, and several
storms with high winds and rain. I was amazed how resilient Mother Nature is, for I
had planted out some wall baskets with viola and they were making reasonable
progress before the snow which I thought would set them back. To the contrary, they
actually emerged from the melting snow stronger and with more flowers. I noticed
also that the bulbs planted in the autumn by the Parish Council and certain private
residents are peeking through from their winter slumbers. The cemetery should look
resplendent this year, as over 5000 bulbs have been planted over the last three
seasons – thanks to the Friends of Hook Norton Cemetery, led by John Blackham.
Our first talk this year will be given on Oxford Botanical Garden on 21 February,
followed by an item on flower arranging on 21 March. Our main outing will be to Hyde
Hall in Essex which is owned by the RHS; this is on Sunday 24 June. The full
programme for the year is listed in the centre-page pull-out of this Newsletter.
Just a reminder that the annual fee is due, and this has been increased from £6 to £7
to cover the increased hall hire fees. The children's fee remains at £1. New members
are always welcome.
Brian Griggs, 737458
It is with great sadness that we report that, following writing this article, as well as
many others, Brian has died, after a long battle with illness. He was a greatly valued
member of the Garden Club committee and our thoughts are with Elaine and his family.
Sian Arnold

THE ORIGINAL HOOKY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
It was around 1911 that the first public telephone was installed; it was located at the
village post office run by Mrs Fanny Harris. Later of course the telephone was laid on
to private houses and businesses, the chart below shows most of the original fifty
numbers listed in the 1930's together with their location.

Interestingly some of these numbers are still in use today albeit with the prefix 01608
737 2. For example the Brewery has the number 01608 737 210, the village shop still
uses 45 the number issued to Roy Gaddes, and Reverend Acreman still has the number
23 issued to Reverend Nind.
So this means anyone with the telephone number between 01608 737 200 and 01608
737 299 has one of the original numbers. Now there's an interesting piece of trivia
for you!
James Tobin
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HOOKY, SIGNS AND BLINKERS
It was the Gypsy lady that did it. Though my wife and I were sure that the Cotswolds
was the place we wanted to live from the moment we began our search for a new
house, there were inevitably some lingering doubts about selling up and moving away
from the village in Dorset we’d lived in for almost twenty years. But the Gypsy lady
was quite adamant: we would move and we would be happy. Who were we to argue?
Our future had been thrown at us as a passing remark – quite literally – as we’d
attempted to side-step the lady selling ‘lucky heather’ in a busy shopping centre one
Saturday afternoon. It was early April and we’d just been discussing the move in the
car on the way there. Our heads were full of the practical problems of upping sticks
and moving to another part of the country – not to mention the emotional wrench of
leaving behind the many friends we’d made in Dorset.
So the effect of a total stranger telling us, ‘You’ll find a new house and you’ll be happy
there’ left us completely gobsmacked, and had us taking refuge in the nearest shop,
staring at each other for some explanation of what had just happened. Though it was
a crowded street, there was no doubt that her remarks had been directed at us. We’d
spent many months looking for houses and were being to despair of finding anywhere
we’d be happy with. How she could have known this, or even that we were planning
to move; we had absolutely no idea, but decided against further speculation after
looking up and realising we’d just wandered into an Ann Summers’ shop!
The Gypsy lady looked as though she fully expected us to return and was ready with
answers for all our questions. In the course of next few minutes she told me exactly
what my father had died of and, reassuringly, that I wouldn’t die of the same thing.
Indeed, I was apparently going to live to see my ninetieth birthday. Rather more
convincingly, she spoke about the long distances we’d travelled to find a house and
how difficult it had been to sell the home we had been living in. It was almost two
years to the day that we had first put our house on the market and had only one
serious offer.
By this point, we were powerless to resist the sales pitch for the lucky heather and
actually parted with another few quid for a couple of polished stones, also said to be
imbued with luck-bringing qualities. Mine now sits on my desk looking like a misshapen
liquorice allsort. I can’t say I’ve noticed its effect on my life in the months I've had it,
but I think I’d feel rather uncomfortable if I found I’d lost it. That ninetieth birthday
party might depend on it.
Of course, my wife and I are rational people. We don’t believe in the supernatural or
powers of clairvoyance or lucky stones. No, of course we don’t…
Cut to 14 September 2017 – early afternoon and well past the time we’d been told to
expect a phone call to confirm completion of our house purchase. This was our fourth
attempt to buy a new home and the months spent dealing with duplicitous estate
agents and dilatory solicitors had begun to take their toll – as had the questionable
decision to live in our motorhome whilst searching for a house during a predictably
‘British’ summer.
From the first time we visited Hook Norton, we knew it was the place for us. Though
perhaps not as pretty as some Cotswolds villages, it seemed to offer everything we
wanted in terms of facilities and an active community life. In fact, so taken had we
become with the place we abandoned our search for property in other areas and
decided that if there was any kind of hitch this time, we would pull out of the process
altogether and go somewhere warm on a long holiday. Then the phone rang…
The drive over to our new home was largely uneventful, if you don’t count the flat
tyre and the huge black cloud that appeared to follow us all the way there. It came
to rest immediately above the house, bathing it in an eerie, autumnal light.
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The crack of thunder and deluge that followed seemed so perfectly timed, we
half-expected to see our erstwhile Gypsy lady stood before us, pointing towards the
house with a gnarled finger. The reality was only slightly less disconcerting.
Like some ill-conceived feng shui design, the things you’d expect to find inside a house
had been placed - with some apparent care - out on the drive and in the front garden.
We originally come from the North of England where there’s a tradition of keeping
household goods outside your house - along with flags hung from windows and
ill-trained dogs. But this was the Cotswolds where a double bed in the front garden
really isn’t a common sight - though interestingly, the mattress seemed just as
effective at soaking up the rain as the flowerbed one might have expected to find.
The owner of the house, who we were told would meet us to hand over the keys,
appeared to have grown disillusioned with the process of moving out and simply
wandered off - locking the doors but leaving the ground-floor windows wide open.
Burglars in the area, we concluded, must be a curiously unresourceful bunch. We
searched in vain for some kind of ‘Back in 10 minutes’ note and (not for the last time)
cursed the mobile reception in the village which made it impossible to contact anyone
and rendered our phones little more than expensive torches.
We stood in the front garden, steaming slightly in our wet clothes, looking around at
what was supposed to be our bright new future – still, seemingly, out of reach. But,
damn it, this was a bungalow in Hook Norton, not the Mary Celeste! More to the point,
it was our bungalow which had just cost us several hundred thousand pounds and
weeks of stress and exasperation. Emboldened, I decided to take control of the
situation.
‘You need to climb through the window,’ I suggested to my wife, quickly adding: ‘Well,
you’re thinner than me’ (rather decently, I felt, as it is something of a moot point).
She passed me one of those ‘don’t think I’ve fallen for that’ glances, but nodded her
agreement and with a leg up from me clambered headfirst through the open window.
Watching her progress from such an unflattering angle – then hearing a faint ‘thud’
as she eventually made contact with the floor – I made a mental note to choose my
words with care when later recounting the day’s events. But she soon found her way
to the front door, opened it and we were both inside – our sense of triumph only mildly
tempered by the indignity of having to break into our own house.
More importantly, our new life in Hook Norton had finally begun…
Nigel Lord

Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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THE VILLAGE CARRIER
In the 1800's, until the arrival of the railway, the Village Carrier provided the only way
most folk could get themselves into town, or enable them to get items from the town.

The vital link provided by them included acting as a shopping agent; the delivery of
bulky parcels from town to remote country locations; providing a primitive country
bus; and delivering produce to town for sale to provision merchants. In its heyday
Hook Norton had up to three horse-drawn carriers' carts covering routes to Banbury
and Chipping Norton. It should be recognised however that in the 1800's the average
villager generally did not need to shop outside the village as most goods were available
to them in the shops here at that time.
For Banbury, carriers left Hook Norton in the morning on a Monday, Thursday and
Saturday and to Chipping Norton on a Wednesday. At Banbury they would stable at
one of the Inns before returning in the afternoon. Recorded in 1854 were three carriers
on the Banbury run; David Whitfield and Robert Borsbery to the Waggon & Horses
(now the Banbury Cross) and Matthew Wyton to the Buck & Bell (now the Whitehorse).
Whitfield and Borsbery also did the Wednesday run to Chipping Norton. This pattern
of service would continue, albeit with other operators and stabling inns, until the
Second World War – the exception being the service to Chipping Norton which had
finished by 1911. As yet no photographs have emerged showing any Hook Norton
carrier carts but the Gilks Wigginton example shown above is thought to be typical of
the type used.
As indicated, the carrier provided a shopping service. Supposing for example we
needed a new frying pan, and could not get what we wanted in the village, the carrier
would obtain one for us while in town. He would have an arrangement with say Nathans
in the Market Place Banbury (where 'A-Plan' is currently) whereby he would bring back
a choice of pans from which we could choose. He would then return the unwanted
items on his next trip. We would of course pay the carrier, plus a small amount for
the service, and he in turn paid Nathans.
Competition to the carrier arrived in 1887 with the opening of the Banbury to
Cheltenham Railway, offering four trains each day to both Banbury and Chipping
Norton. This was followed later in 1919 by the Midland Red also running a bus service
to and from these destinations.
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By 1911 there were now only two carriers to Banbury; George Mobley and Walter
(later Charles) Wyton. Eventually the horse-drawn cart was replaced by the motor
vehicle, the Mobley 2-cylinder Albion is shown above while Wyton apparently ran an
old Ford van. In 1939 Frederick Wyton was the only remaining carrier running the
service to Banbury, and seemingly this had finished by the end of the war. So ended
the era of the Village Carrier.

Chart showing details of operators, routes and termini over selected years
James Tobin (With thanks to Geoff Hillman)

‘Pop-Up Market’
with Font Café & Hot Soup Lunch
held in St Peter’s Church

Saturday 17 March
9.30–1.00pm
Baby goods, Crafts, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Toys
& Soup Stall etc.
Proceeds to St Peter’s Church
Interested in a Stall? Contact:
Angel Powell, angelmrpowell@gmail.com
or Jane Orchard, sjorchard15@gmail.com
Tel: 737634
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HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
OUTSTANDING again!
On 20 November 2017 we finally had our long-awaited Ofsted
inspection. We are very proud to have received outstanding for
the second time in a row. The report states ‘Teaching is highly
effective and very responsive to children's individual needs. Children
are highly motivated to learn and they make substantial progress from when they
first start. They develop excellent skills in preparation for school, including a very
secure understanding of early reading and mathematics.’ You can read the full report
on our website. The staff and trustees have worked very hard to maintain this high
standard over the years and we would like to thank all our parents for all their support,
and all the people who help with our fundraising ventures – even those who don't
have children here any more!! If you are interested in your child attending in
September or during the holiday's please contact Julie Riley 730560. We take two and
three-year funding, and the 30 hours funding, which can be stretched over the holidays
if you wish.
For more information check out our Facebook page, our website –
www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk – or contact me directly
Julie Riley, Manager, 730560

ROG & BEX’S QUIZ AT ST PETER’S CHURCH
A massive thank you to the people making up the 32 teams who supported us at the
first quiz we held at St Peter’s Church on 24 November; a record number! Thanks to
you, we managed to raise £1,130 – two thirds of which was donated to Katharine
House Hospice and a third to St Peter’s – all just by having a good night out. We could
not have managed without help and so we’d like to thank the people who helped us
set up and clear up afterwards as well as Chris Mair for lending us the bar structure
and donating the spirits; John & Sheila Acreman, Jenny Mead and Jill Deller for running
the bar; Derek Brotherston for his projector, cabling and all round technical expertise;
Banbury Marquee Hire, Sibford School and Hook Norton Baptish Church for the loan
of tables; The Gate Hangs High and Hook Norton Brewery for the loan of glasses; Paul
Acreman for the loan of PA equipment; and, last but not least, the Village Shop for
generously sponsoring a number of the prizes plus supplying us with ice.
Thank you all for helping to make it a memorable and successful evening. Watch out
for the posters for the next one!!
May God Bless You All
Rog & Bex

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
This month on 6 February we welcome back Bill King, who will be talking about Women
of World War II. Bill has spoken to us on several occasions in the past and this latest
talk continues his theme of WWII history.
Visitors to Oxford in recent months cannot fail to have noticed that the revamped
Westgate Centre is now open for business. The redevelopment gave archaeologists
an opportunity to examine what lay under the foundations of the original construction.
Our speaker on 6 March is Ben Ford who is a Senior Project Manager at Oxford
Archaeology. Ben will tell us about the Westgate Project which was the largest such
project undertaken in Oxford.
Meetings are held in the Baptist Church Hall on Netting Street on the first Tuesday of
the month from September to May. Each meeting starts at 7.30pm. Further
information about the group can be obtained from me.
David McGill, Secretary, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

AWARD FOR HOOK NORTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
In November 2017, Hook
Norton School was awarded
the
British
Council’s
prestigious
International
School Award, in recognition
of its work to bring the world
into the classroom, by
Victoria Prentice MP, at The
British Council building in
London.
The award celebrates the
achievements of schools
that do exceptional work in
international
education.
Fostering an international
dimension in the curriculum
is at the heart of the British
Rachael Nixon receiving the award
Council’s work with schools,
so that young people gain
the cultural understanding and skills they need for life work in today’s world.
The school’s international work includes collaborative project work with Västra Park
Skolan, Sweden. This focuses on promoting basic skills in communication, literacy
and numeracy through entrepreneurial activities. As part of this, the children take
part in an exchange visit to Sweden, staying with Swedish families and going to school
in Sweden to plan their project work together. Children from Sweden also enjoyed
coming to Hook Norton to take part in the activities they had planned together.
Children and staff also enjoyed the school’s International Week where children studied
a range of different cultures and countries, creating an international exhibition for the
local community, taking part in a study of American Thanksgiving – including a
traditional thanksgiving celebration with emphasis on the importance of local Food
Banks – and pen pal exchanges with children in Paris.
Rachael Nixon, International Links Co-Ordinator
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CANCER
RESEARCH
– FUNDRAISING UPDATE
1ST HOOK
NORTON UK
GUIDES
Thank you to everyone who supported us in
our fund-raising during 2017. During the year,
we raised over £24,000 from a combination
of events, collections and In Memoriam
donations.
It was with great sadness that we said
goodbye to one of our committee, Charlotte
Taylor, who passed away after her heroic fight
against cancer. All who knew her will know what a wonderful lady she was and she
inspired me in my crazy 570 mile cycle ride last summer, which raised over £4,000.
Much of the money was donated in response to Charlotte’s blog, in which she bravely
shared the story of her cancer diagnosis and treatment. We are all determined to
continue to raise money in memory of Charlotte, as well as other dear friends affected
by, and lost to, cancer.
Other events have included a dress sale, cake sale and Christmas hamper draw in the
CoOp and, of course, our Hooky Alternative Race for Life, which has raised over
£12,000 since its inception in 2010!
A special thank you goes to Stacey Walsham, who raised nearly £100 at her pamper
evening at The Sun, less than a week after giving birth to her baby girl!
Our next event is a Cheltenham Week Horse Race in Middleton Cheney on 17 March.
Please contact me if you’d like any information about our fundraising and/or CRUK.
Gill Begnor, 07855 807005, gillbegnor@live.co.uk

DISABLED PERSONS’ PARKING BAY
The newsletter has received a long and impassioned letter from a former resident,
Teresa Forrest, who was one of the two people who expressed support for a Disabled
Persons’ Parking Bay, close to the village shop – a proposal that was rejected (see
the Parish Council Snippets in the last edition).
Teresa believes it was not clear until extremely late in the application process – only
three days prior to the relevant committee meeting – that it is incumbent upon the
village to demonstrate the extent of demand and support for such a bay.
She also feels that the public notification about the proposal, and request for
comments, was ineffective and did not reach those who need this facility.
As a continuing, and disabled, visitor to the village, she believes that the need for,
and support for, the proposal is much greater than that of which the parish and county
council were made aware.
Along with others, therefore, Teresa is very supportive of a renewed application, this
time with appropriate evidence of the extent of the need.
Mrs Chris Town has very kindly volunteered to co-ordinate the support for this bay
and ensure that the views of all those who need it are communicated appropriately.
Mrs Town would be most appreciative if those who have a ‘blue badge’ – or indeed
those who help badge-holders or wish support the proposal in principle – the would
please contact her so that their views may be represented.
Her contact details are:
Mrs Chris Town, afcmtown@gmail.com, 730603 (please leave a voice message with
your phone number and she will contact you).
David Jones, Editor
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County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY
Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880
Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.
32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG
01295 265424

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders
24

YOGA - PILATES - FUSION
Weekly classes

One to One

Workshops

New! PILATES - 5 week course starting
Monday,19th Feb at The Sun Inn
ALL WELCOME
Contact Fran
T: 07950 424037 E: franyoga@rocketmail.com
W: www.frankirkyoga.moonfruit.com

NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Winter has been flying by at
our busy, caring school, with
our dedicated staff working
hard
to
make
learning
enjoyable for every pupil, and
with lots of variety to keep the
winter blues at bay. Lots has
happened since the last issue
but major highlights include:
Maths Day: In January the
whole school enjoyed another
special maths day of games
and activities, this time
exploring the crucial concept
of ‘place value’, and making
use of new equipment and
resources donated by the
Friends of Great Rollright
(pictured). In daily maths lessons, the school now uses a challenging new programme
based on that used in Singapore.
Make Me Smile Day: Our older children enjoyed leading discussions with the younger
ones on how to deal with worries and how to help friends deal with theirs.
Literary Quiz: The school’s team narrowly lost out on first place, in a tie-breaker, in
a Chipping Norton Partnership competition testing book knowledge against nine area
primary schools competing at Chipping Norton School.
Forest Fridays: In spite of the cold, the younger children are still walking to nearby
woods or fields each Friday afternoon for fun outdoor learning. The current theme is
exploring how the change in seasons affects what they see on their walks.
Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to visit to see all that we have to offer;
please make an appointment by calling 01608 737202.
Anne Hewett
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Here at Tadmarton Heath Golf Club we
have a firm belief that the juniors are
the future of the sport. Therefore we
are trying to get as many children to try
the game out, we run a weekly coaching
session on a Saturday for beginners and
more advance juniors and we also run
coaching camps throughout the school
holidays. These coaching camps are a
great way for your children to learn the
basics of the game, meet new children
of similar ages and most importantly...
HAVE FUN!!
If any of this is of interest to you then
please don’t hesitate to contact us by
calling the Pro Shop at 01608 730047
and ask for Will!
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NEWS FROM ST PETER’S CHURCH
‘Oh I wish it could be Christmas every day….’ So
sang the band ‘Wizzard’ for the first time back in
December 1973 and, for the last 44 years, it’s been
resurrected every November on the radio, TV, at
Christmas parties, and as piped music in shops and
shopping centres; like it or loathe it, I’m sure no-one
can have escaped hearing it at least once over the
run up to Christmas! Apparently, for Wizzard, the
longing for Christmas every day was tied up with
children singing, the bands playing, the snow falling,
and even the church bells ringing, all heart-warming
things of course, but will they make every day perfect?
‘CHRISTmas’, in its truest sense, can happen every
day, and it’s not about wishing, it’s about accepting,
accepting that Christ’s coming to all mankind that we
celebrated with such joy just a few weeks ago, wasn’t
a one day wonder. He is here for you every day – if
you want Him.
So how has the new year started for you? Have the
jingling lyrics of Wizzards song and even the beautiful
words of Christmas carols faded into oblivion? Maybe your peace and joy has been
replaced by turmoil and challenge? Although this won’t be read until February, I am
writing today on what is, according to a news item I’ve just watched, ‘Blue Monday’;
supposedly a thoroughly miserable day, due to the fact that it’s the third Monday in
January, which means Christmas is over, and yet the next pay day is still some way
off. The roving reporter asked folk what they felt on such a day, one answer was often
repeated, apparently, the ‘feel-good factor’ of Christmas is being missed! It seems
that at this point in January people can feel very low, depressed, and often hopeless.
So what is that ‘feel-good factor’ and how can we hang on to it so that it feels like
Christmas every day? We’re back to acceptance.
How good are you at accepting gifts? Do you eagerly tear off the wrappings and give
grateful thanks, to the delight of the giver? Maybe it depends on whether it’s something
you really want?! Or maybe you’re one of those who find it hard to accept gifts; they
utter, ‘oh you shouldn’t have’, and are slightly embarrassed that they have been
chosen as a recipient. Well take heart, God’s gift to us, the precious gift of His Son
Jesus Christ to walk beside us, through good times and bad, was willingly given, for
every day, and I believe he takes delight in seeing that gift accepted. Most wonderfully,
it’s free; it isn’t enjoy now pay at the end of January!
It can be Christmas every day; as long as you haven’t put Jesus away in the loft with
the fairy lights and the decorations. You won’t need them until next November, but
you do need the joy, the love, and especially the hope, that abounded just a few weeks
ago, and Jesus offers it every day; please don’t let Him be an unwanted gift. Let Him
be your strength for today, and your hope for the year to come. Give him room in
your heart, let him fill it to overflowing with his love, a love that you can cling to as
you journey into the year ahead, whatever it holds. May Christmas day dawn anew
for you every day in 2018.
St Peter’s offers you a warm welcome all the year, in church and in homes around the
village. Check out our web site and notice boards for details. Or contact our
churchwardens, Mary Powell 737463/Mark Taylor 730089 or myself.
Jan Hughes, 737900
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COTSWOLD CARRIERS REMOVALS LTD
Removals – Storage – Haulage

�� Local and long
distance moves
�� Regular London
trips
�� No job too small
(man/van service)
�� Full and part-loads
to Europe
�� Containerised
storage
�� Experienced and helpful staff
�� Specialists to the antiques trade
Tel: 01608 730 500
Email: enquiries@cotswold-carriers.co.uk
The Sidings, Station Road, Kingham, OX7 6SX
www.cotswoldcarriers.com
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB

The cricket season may seem far away, but there is a great deal going on behind the
scenes to ready the club for its arrival.
Winter nets are due to start on Wednesday 14 March. The sessions will be held at
Sibford School, 8.30–10pm; they will run for six weeks. These nets are an ideal
opportunity not only for existing players to dust off the cobwebs, but also to introduce
new members to the club before the season starts.
On that note, the club are actively seeking new members. HNCC offers cricket
for all ages and abilities. The 1st XI compete in Division 4 OCA; the 2nd XI in Division
7, both teams having been promoted for the coming season. We have a team in the

midweek league on Wednesday nights, which will serve as an interface between the
Junior and Senior sections and will give the juniors valuable experience of ‘men’s’
cricket.
Our facilities are second to none, and the social side of the club is thriving.
If you are interested in getting involved in what is a club with real momentum, please
do come along to the net sessions in the spring. In the meantime, feel free to get in
contact with any of the following for more information:
Rob Webb [Senior Section]: robs-crops@hotmail.co.uk, 07932 156641
Jeff Hutchinson [Junior Section]: jeff.hutchinson1@btinternet.com, 07496 817303
Clive Plant, Secretary
Minis up to U17
New players welcome for the new 2018 season
Please contact me for more information
Jeff Hutchinson, 07496 817303
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Well, as another year disappears into the archives, it has to be noted that, in the last
month we have certainly had some weather to talk about! And, on my wanderings, it
has been the main topic of conversation – which makes a refreshing change from the
usual subject of dog poo (which, I hasten to point out, does not melt away with the
snow or wash away in the rain). I thought I’d get that in early on in this article to
dispel any beliefs to the contrary. But, despite the enormous inconvenience it caused
many of us, and the treacherous walking and driving conditions, wasn’t the snow
beautiful?!
My thanks go out to Nigel Hollis for taking on the role of Sleeping Beauty’s Prince and
hacking his way through the briars and brambles of decades to free the grit bin, near
Gilden Farm, from its long and undisturbed sleep. I had no idea it was even there!
And my thanks also go out to the person(s) who took it upon themselves to tackle
some of the lanes on the outer reaches of the village, and collected up all the glass
and recycling for me to dispose of. I know there are many of you who walk the lanes
out of the village and are perturbed by the amount of refuse left lying at the roadside.
The efforts of each and every villager, however great or small, to improve or maintain
this beautiful land we inhabit, is appreciated, I am sure, by more than just myself.
But my boundaries are within the village. If I started off on the roads to Chippy or
Banbury, where would I stop!!!
I continue to be amazed by some of the things I find lost or discarded around the
village: Unopened food and drink, clothes, keys... The Lost Property Box in the village
shop window has been overflowing for several months now. If you have lost something,
please check the Box, although it’s best to wait for several days as, it firstly must be
found. If weathered I will take home to wash/dry, and if it’s not in the Box, it is worth
contacting me directly, as I don’t put keys or valuables (or food and drink) in the Box,
for obvious reasons.
The Lost Property Box will be emptied in the next month and anything not claimed
will go to charity or bin. So, please, have a rummage and see if your precious
glove/hat/shoe/jacket etc. is in there.
Hopefully, by the next issue of the Newsletter, the spring will be putting in a tentative
appearance and I’ll have potted up some more seeds for growing on for around the
village. The sweet peas are a couple of inches high, now...
And until the next edition, or we pass in the street, for now, I bid you farewell.
Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718
PS. I’m looking forward to you all coming to see me make a fool of myself in the play,
George’s Marvellous Medicine, on the 1–3 February, in the Memorial Hall. See posters
around the village.

CEMETERY DISMAY
A week before Christmas my sister and I visited our parent’s grave in the cemetery,
planning to clear it of leaves and weeds, and leave some Christmas flowers. But
imagine our horror and disgust at finding dog poo on the grave that we had to clean
up. This was very upsetting for us.
Now, I don’t blame the dog – it knows no better. But the dog owner, well shame on
you, for allowing your dog to poo on a grave and for not cleaning up. Please, dog
owners, keep your dog on a lead in the cemetery, control where your dog goes and
stop your dog from pooing on graves.
And please remember to clean up after your dog, wherever you are. Thank you.
Kim Woodward
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HOOK NORTON
GARDEN CLUB
A PULL-OUT GUIDE FOR HANDY REFERENCE

Calendar 2018
FOR DETAILS OR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

CHAIRMAN: Peter Arnold
Tel: 01608 730263
PROGRAMME SECRETARY: Malcolm Black
Tel: 01608 730668
Committee:
Peter Arnold, Sian Arnold, Malcolm Black,
Dorothy Cantrell, Bethan Dennick, Derek D’Elsini,
Ally Goff, Elaine Griggs, Shirley Ingham,

PROGRAMME
Wed 21st Feb
Wed 21st Mar

Weds 11th April
Sat 14th April
Wed 18th April
Wed 16th May
Sun 10th June
Sun 24th June
Weds 11th July
Weds 18th July
Wed 5th Sept
Sat 8th Sept
Wed 17th Oct
Wed 21st Nov

Oxford Botanical Gardens – Past Present and Future
- Sandy Shirt
Techniques and materials for flower arrangements,
including sourcing of materials
Sue and Philip Smithson
Entry night for Spring Show
7–8pm in the Memorial Hall
Spring Show – Hook Norton School
Open to the public at 2.30pm
Cotswold Wild Flowers - Craig Blackwell, Cotswold
Warden
Propagation, including budding, cuttings, division,
grafting, seeds - Hilary Twigg
Half-Day visit to Rousham House
Meet at 12.30pm, The Sun Inn for car share
Day visit to RHS Hyde Hall
Meet at 8.30am, The Sun Inn for coach
Evening visit to Chivel Farm, Heythrop
Meet at 6pm, The Sun Inn for car share
Afternoon / Evening visit to Ball Colegrave –
informal; make your own way
Entry night for Autumn Show
7–8pm, Memorial Hall
Autumn Show – St Peters Church
Open to the public at 2.30 pm
Planting and caring for winter baskets and
containers - Peter Toms, Farnborough Garden Centre
AGM followed by Members’ evening, with wine,
cheese and mince pies & members’ photos

All meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month in the
Memorial Hall, starting at 7.30pm. Meetings are open to anyone who
wishes to attend and there is an admission charge of £3 for nonmembers and guests. Tea/coffee and biscuits are provided free and
there is usually a raffle.
Arrangements for visits: Meet outside the Sun Inn, at the times
stated. Evening visits will be by car, sharing wherever possible.
The all day visit to RHS Hyde Hall will be by coach.
Spring & Autumn Show photographic subjects 2018
Spring Adults: Garden Gates, Shop or Café sign, Hedgerow, Beer
Children: “I spy in Hook Norton”
Children: A picture of something I have made
Annual Membership renewal
You can renew your membership at any meeting or by post to Sian
Arnold, Brick Hill Cottage, Hook Norton OX15 5QA. Tel 01608 730263
Cost of renewal is:Family: £14.00 – two adults and children,
Single: £7.00
Children’s membership: £1.00
(Cheque payable to Hook Norton Garden Club)

For 2018, we have four evening meetings, from February to May, and
an evening visit in July. The visit to Ball Colegrave in July will be
informal and with own transport. We will arrange a half-day visit in
early June to Rousham House, and a day coach trip to RHS Hyde Hall
towards the end of June. We finish the year with an evening meeting
in October, and the AGM in November. The popular seed and plant
exchanges take place in May. As always, we welcome new and current members and their guests, for all our events.
Membership fees, which are due at the start of the year, represent
great value for money. Club membership gives members discounts at
Applegarth, Yarnton and Batsford Garden Centres – just take your
membership card along with you.
The Spring Show will be held in the Hook Norton School and the
Autumn Show will be held in St Peter’s Church. We look forward to
seeing many exhibits from both old and new members. We will be
opening up both shows to those who may wish to participate in the
non-gardening classes for a small entry fee.
Remember that you can pull out this calendar and display it somewhere handy, so that you will be reminded when each meeting is
taking place and it will enable you to see what the Garden Club is
doing this year.
Finally, best wishes for Good Gardening in 2018.
Suggestions for future meetings and visits always welcome.

BAPTIST BANTER
How are you getting on with your New Year resolutions?
We make resolutions in the New Year to commit to;
perhaps, workout at the gym and/or diet in response to
our overindulgence at Christmas, or to commit to do
something new, etc. All these things are good if we can
stick to them, but many of us fail to keep our resolutions
after the first few weeks and, before we know it, we return
to our old ways. It is in our nature to return to bad habits and behaviours, and it takes
a great deal of will power and personal choice to overcome them.
The good news is that we won’t have to do it on our own and in our own strength!
Christians have the help of God’s Holy Spirit to guide them and to give them strength
when they feel like returning to bad habits and behaviours, but the Holy Spirit is a
gentleman! He will not force God’s will upon a person because God has given everyone
the gift of freewill – the freedom of choice. It was freewill that allowed Adam and Eve
to disobey God in the garden of Eden and to eat of the forbidden fruit. It was freewill
that allowed people to crucify Jesus on the cross. It is the same freewill that God gives
each of us to choose to follow Him or not! So why did God give us freewill if it is bad
for us and the world?
The answer is that we cannot truly love someone without freewill! Yes, we can behave
according to rules or laws, but that isn’t what true love is about. If I gave my wife
flowers and chocolates because there was a written rule I had to do it, that does not
demonstrate love but obedience to a rule. When you truly love someone, you want
to make them happy and so you will do things to make them happy.
In the movie ‘Bruce Almighty’, Bruce is given God’s power for a week with one rule,
that he doesn’t ‘mess’ with people’s freewill. Bruce makes a mess of things by giving
everyone what they want; however, his relationship with Grace – his girlfriend –
deteriorates to the point that she leaves him. In desperation, he asks God ‘How can
you make someone love you if they have freewill?’ I will leave you to watch the movie
to see what God (Morgan Freeman) says!
I often get asked ‘If God is so loving, why does He allow so much hurt and suffering
in the world?’ My response – God is so loving that He gave us freewill and it is when
we make bad choices, that people get hurt and suffer. There is enough food in the
world to feed everyone during times of famine, but it is greed and power that often
prevents the aid getting to where it is need. That is mankind’s fault, not God’s. We
all have the opportunity to help others in need, but we tend to ‘walk on by on the
other side of the road’, as Jesus tells in the parable of the Good Samaritan.
He tells us to love others as we love ourselves, but we fail to do that. We shake our
fist at God, and blame Him for all the bad things in the world – and yet we, as a
society, as a nation and as a world, have turned our back on Him and His teachings,
and blame Him for the mess we have made of things. God wants us to love Him for
who He is … so much so, ‘… that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.’ John 3:16
As you read this, God is giving you the choice: the choice to believe in Him and live
an abundant life pleasing Him, or to please yourself! My own experience is that my
life is more fruitful, more loving and caring with Jesus in my life than it ever was
without Him. If you want to learn more, come along to our Alpha Plus on Tuesday
evenings 7.30pm in the Baptist Hall where you will have an opportunity to ask
questions and join in the discussion.
@HookyPastor
Pastor Peter Brookes, 730677, hookypastor@gmail.com
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793

hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Opening Hours: Monday

2.00pm – 5.00pm

6.00pm – 7.00pm*

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm

(*volunteers only)

Friday

2.00pm – 5.00pm

Saturday

9.30am – 12.30pm

6.00pm – 7.00pm

What’s on at Hook Norton Library:
21 February & 21 March: Tea & Cake (£1 donation) from 3pm
21 February & 21 March: Family History Helpdesk from 2:30pm (free 1-1 sessions).
Hook Norton Library now has two digital volunteers, who are available for free 1-1
sessions at the library. Do you need help to get you started with computers or digital
devices? For example; help setting up email, using Skype, want to start shopping or
banking online? The library has computers or you can bring you own laptop or tablet
if you prefer. There is free WiFi at the library. Please contact the library for more
details and to book a session.
We are planning to start a free after-school Lego club, every other Wednesday at the
library. Hook Norton Brewery have generously donated £200, but we are also looking
for donations of second hand Lego, as we’ve had a lot of interest in the club and we
think demand for places will be high. If you have any Lego you’d like to donate, please
drop it in to the library.
Our popular Harry Potter Family Quiz Night will be Friday 23 February, 7pm.
This year’s theme is Fantastic Beasts, but the quiz will mostly include questions about
all the original Harry Potter books. Come dressed as a Fantastic Beast or as your
favourite Harry Potter character. Free event. Booking essential.
Please let your family and friends know about the regular events at the library. Tea
& Cakes, Family History and Digital help available at the library. You don’t need to be
a library member to join in at these events. The library is not only for borrowing books.
It is a community space for everyone in the village.
Best wishes.
Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager

NEW HEALTH WALK
Hook Norton surgery and Cherwell District Council have started a new free weekly
health walk in the village.
The walk is every Wednesday at 10am, from the surgery on The Bourne, and it’s led
by friendly, trained volunteer Walk Leaders who are on hand to provide encouragement
and support. The walk is between 30 and 60 minutes long and, at the end of the walk,
everyone is invited to join the Walk Leaders for refreshments at the Baptist Church
Still Waters café.
The walk is open to everyone but it’s especially aimed at parents and babies, and
those who are least active. There is no need to book, people can just turn up ready
to walk.
Walkers should wear loose, comfortable clothing and comfortable footwear, such as
trainers, walking boots or sturdy flat shoes – all appropriate to the weather. For more
details please contact me, the scheme co-ordinator.
Colin Hull, 01327 322337, colin.hull@cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
A few days of fog and damp makes plans to visit theatre, gallery and concert hall
thoroughly cheering. It also makes me pleased with some of my winter choices. I hope
some of you, like me, found Tate Britain’s ‘Impressionists in London’, from the frills
of Tissot to the fog of Monet, thoroughly enjoyable – and there is still time before it
ends on 7 May. At Tate Modern there are over 100 works by Italian artist Amedeo
Modigliani. His nudes are a highlight of the exhibition, but also on display are his
lesser-known sculptures as well as portraits of his friends and lovers – his was a brief
but turbulent life! This ends 2 April.
An exhibition I missed at the Barbican was the work of the American, Jean-Michel
Basquiat (1960–88). I read various reviews, from ‘A legend in a short lifetime’ to a
more virulent ‘I went into the show chuckling and came out thinking is this what the
art world has become – shallow, over-moneyed, a chewer-up of proper artistic values’
(this is on back of his painting entitled ‘Untitled’ selling for $110.5M at auction). I’d
love to hear from anyone who has seen the work of this self-taught artist, poet, DJ &
musician and give me a view!
Compton Verney comes alive again on 17 March with a fabulous spring exhibition –
it has been created to mark the 75th anniversary of Eric Ravilious’s tragic death during
WWII, including a remarkable series of works from his time as an official War Artist.
One of our most important twentieth-century British artists; the show runs to 10 June,
so I will update you when I have been there myself.
Finally, on the art front, it is wonderful to give early notice of an exhibition of one of
our own painters – Josephine Trotter. She is showing at Gallery 8, Duke St, St James’s
London 11–23 June, Her work is always colourful and vibrant in the modern
Post-Impressionist tradition.
Again (don’t get conceited Wheatley) my suggestions on the stage proved winners –
‘Young Marx’, ‘Glengarry Glen Ross’ and the RSC ‘Cicero Trilogy’ were all great theatre.
Chippy Theatre has an interesting concert-play on 7 February. A pianist and actors
combine in ‘The Conductor’ to demonstrate how, in the Leningrad Blockade of 1941,
one of the most life-affirming pieces of music ever to be composed – Shostakovich’s
7th Symphony – lifted an entire city in its darkest hour, unifying its people.
Another piece of history is portrayed at Cheltenham’s Everyman with ‘Pressure’ starring
David Haig. It describes the pressure on Scottish Meteorologist James Stagg as he
advises General Eisenhower on when to give the order to send thousands of waiting
troops across the Channel in Operation Overlord – June 1944.
At Oxford Playhouse, 27–31 March, Brecht’s great play (in a translation by David Hare)
‘The Life of Galileo’ makes powerful drama laced with Brechtian dry humour of the
conflict between dogma and science.
What could be better on St Valentine’s Day than listening to the Czech Philharmonic
perform Dvorak’s ‘New World Symphony’ at the Birmingham Symphony Hall? The
programme also includes Mozart’s Overture to ‘Don Giovanni’ and Dvorak’s Cello
Concerto Op104.
Banbury Symphony Orchestra herald spring by giving an ‘Invitation to Dance’ – on
17 March at Deddington Church. They will play three contrasting pieces: Ravel’s ‘La
Vaise’, Bartok’s ‘Concerto for Orchestra’ and Rachmaninov’s ‘Symphonic Dances’.
On 24 February at The Sheldonian, Oxford we have ‘The Genius of Mozart’ with the
Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra – the title says it all. Soprano Rebecca Evans joins for
one of the composer’s greatest concert arias in his 10th Piano Concerto.
I hope all this will have chased away the winter blues!
John Wheatley
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE EVERY DAY
Become a Care Worker
Oxfordshire urgently needs more compassionate care workers to support vulnerable
members of our community.
If you want a flexible and rewarding job helping other people, then care work
could be for you.
You will receive all the training you need. The most important thing for employers is
that you are caring, friendly and reliable.
There are opportunities across the county so you can find a job that’s close to home.
You can work the hours that suit you - there are options to choose a fixed-hours
contract or a flexible contract.
There are lots of different roles in social care depending on what you want to do, who
you want to work with and where you’d like to work.
You could be supporting an older person, someone with a physical disability, autism,
dementia or a mental health condition.
You could be working in a care home, out in your local community, in a hospital or
from someone’s home.
Interested? Visit oacp.org.uk/jobs for job opportunities and to find out more about
working in care.
Naomi Slade, Oxfordshire CC, naomi.slade@oxfordshire.gov.uk, 07584 481222
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WILDLIFE NOTES
Well, we did have snow,
which no doubt pleased the
children who were not able to
get to school, and who made
the most of it to go sledging
in the field on Burycroft Road.
However, whilst it is pleasant
to look at for the first couple
of days or so until it turns
slushy, it is not so good for
birdlife, who sometimes
struggle
to
find
food.
Bramblings are a case in
point with some of you having had them visiting your gardens. David Coates and
Bridget Shepherd are two villagers who had sightings in their gardens. Thanks to
Bridget for the photograph.
Foxes are opportunistic. Ben
Hill noticed a fox which had
taken a fish from his pond.
Just before Christmas a fox
came into our garden from
next door and calmly walked
up the drive and into Old
School End. The lure of fish
attracts other mammals,
David
Shepley-Cuthbert
along at The Moors was
surprised to see an otter by
his
pond.
As
I
have
mentioned before otters are
in the area. It is just a
question of being very lucky
to see them.
Returning home one night in
late November I saw a
hedgehog at the top of our
drive. Maybe it was on one of
its final forays before hibernating for the winter.
Roe deer continue to be seen on farmland in the area. However, Alison Shard was
surprised to find a couple who were spending some nights sleeping among the trees
in her garden.
Sparrowhawks feeding on pigeons or other birds in gardens are becoming more
common. Jon Peck saw one in his garden munching on a pigeon. However, on a
separate occasion he saw a weasel hunting voles on their patio. Thanks for the
photograph Jon.
As usual please send me details of your sightings to me.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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WELL MET BY MOONLIGHT
Which king would you bring back:
Tyrannosaurus Rex or Elvis? This was the
question Helen Pilcher posed at the
December meeting of Hook Norton Lunar
Society (HNLS) to a packed audience in the
back room of The Sun Inn.
The answer that became clear during her
riveting lecture was that the first is impossible and the second highly undesirable!
Helen’s background as a scientist, journalist, author and comedian lent authority to
her informative and humorous talk, which delved into the complexities of DNA and
gene manipulation.
At the end of the evening those present showed their appreciation and congratulations
not only in the usual way, but more practically in buying copies of her recently
published book: Bring Back the King: The New Science of De-Extinction, made available
on the night. For more about Helen see: www.helenpilcher.com
HNLS kicked off its 2018 programme with the innovation of live demonstration, when
Hook Norton Brewery’s Managing Director and head hop meister, James Clarke, tickled
intellects and palates of Lunartiks present at his talk on the science of brewing and
the science of the brewery. James’s family has been involved in the brewery from its
beginning, when his ancestor, John Harris, began brewing in 1856.
In his talk, James explained the contribution science has made to the progress of
brewing up to the present day, when a laboratory in the brewery closely monitors the
condition of each brew during production. But beer is a living organism and its quality
depends as much on the brewer’s expertise in judging the process through sight, smell
and taste. To illustrate this James provided samples of Hooky beer’s ingredients to
smell and taste. These included: barley prior to malting, distinct types of malted barley
and a selection of hops. Highlight of his presentation was, of course, tasting beers
resulting from those ingredients. Needless to say, James received an extended ovation
for his excellent and entertaining presentation.
For more information about the brewery see: www.hooky.co.uk
Future Meetings will take place in The Sun Inn from 7.30pm
Monday 12 February: David McGill on a Victorian photo album, where Art meets Science
Monday 12 March: Eric Milne on Fingerprint and Biometric Identification
See also: https://hook-norton.org.uk/groups/hook-norton-lunar-society
Ian Buchanan, ian@buchanan.co.uk

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:
Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!
Contact Vicky on 737985
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2˧˥˨˦˨ HOOK NORTON RAINBOWS
The Christmas term seemed to
fly by for the Rainbows as we
had a term jam-packed with
fun activities, most notably a
visit to the National Herb
Centre – where we held our
promise
ceremony
and
welcomed three new Rainbows
– and another visit to
Morrisons, where the Rainbows
were able to try out their skills
on the check-out and decorate
cakes from the bakery.
We also welcomed back Dogs
for Good and saw how much
Connie, one of the training
puppies, had grown since last
March.
Janice and Kim from the Baptist Church provided two more excellent craft sessions
and talks to celebrate Harvest time and Christmas. The Rainbows loved their stories
and also the games which were incorporated into the sessions.
The
Rainbows
also
participated again in the
Remembrance Parade and
sang 'We'll Meet Again'
beautifully with the rest of
the
guiding/scouting
sections.
The term ended with a
fantastic party at Pizza
Express,
and
the
Rainbows enjoyed making
and eating their own
pizzas, as well as watching
the manager 'throw' the
dough! We bid a fond
farewell to Lexi, Rosie,
Lilla and Lauren and wish
them well with their next
adventures.
We're also pleased to report that as this goes to print the new team of leaders are
busy planning and getting ready to take over from January. The new team comprises
Taryn Tyler and Gemma White as joint leaders, Heather Sharp in charge of
admin/subscriptions and Kate Farmiloe in charge of planning activities. It's such great
news that the Rainbows can continue thanks to this wonderful team of volunteers.
On behalf of the Rainbows we wish you a very Happy 2018.
Jacquie Barnett and Sophie Kilmister
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
(*Co-opted)
Your Parish Councillors are:
Emma Kane, Chair Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair Allison Hicks
Nathan Matthews
Charles Henderson
Derek Brotherston*
Danny Duggan*
Janeen Wilson*
Diana Porter*
Working Groups: Councillors are assigned to the following working groups
�� Recreation: Cllrs Kane, Matthews and Wilson
�� Cemetery and Allotments: Cllrs Hicks and Duggan
�� Environment: Cllrs Matthews and Porter
�� War Memorial Hall: Cllrs Watkins, Brotherston and Henderson.
Parish Council Vacancy: There is a vacancy on the Parish Council following the
resignation of Kate McCall-McCowan. Cherwell District Council (CDC) has confirmed
that this can be filled by co-option. The vacancy has been advertised on noticeboards
and on the website. The vacancy will be filled at the Parish Council meeting on 8
February.
Recycling bins: Mixed rubbish is continually being put in the blue and green bins at
the recycling point outside the primary school, and CDC will not empty them. The
Parish Council has therefore decided to remove them from site. The bottle banks
outside the primary school will be moved as soon an alternative site can be found.
Allotments: New tenancy agreements for allotment holders were sent out on 1
November. Tenants have until 28 February 2018 to return them to the Parish Clerk.
Failure to return the signed documents by the due date will result in the Parish Council,
with 12 month’s written notice, terminating the tenancies.
School Buses: Concerns have been raised again about safety issues on the two school
buses that currently serve Hook Norton children travelling to Chipping Norton School.
These are old double-decker buses that do not have seatbelts fitted. Recently some
children were forced to stand on the moving bus due to lack of seats. Concerns have
also been raised about the speed that these buses travel at along narrow country
roads, with unrestrained children sitting on both upper and lower decks. Cllr Kane has
written to Ian Hudspeth of Oxfordshire County Council (c.c. County Cllr Reynolds)
expressing the Parish Council’s concerns. She requested OCC’s Risk Assessment of
children travelling on buses under Freedom of Information. OCC responded stating
that they had not carried out a risk assessment; rather this is the responsibility of the
schools and the bus companies.
Recently a double decker bus carrying children back from school hit the branch of a
tree. Glass shards from the broken window hit children travelling on the upper deck.
Castle Quay: District Councillor Hugo Brown reported as follows: at the Full Council
Meeting at Bodicote House on 18 December, it was unanimously agreed that CDC
should proceed with purchasing the 85% of Castle Quay Shopping Centre which it did
not own, and also proceed with developing Castle Quay 2 (CQ2). While the purchase
price of Castle Quay has to remain confidential, the expected development cost of
CQ2 is in the order of £60m. The combined investment is very significant. This is being
financed entirely by loans at very favourable interest rates, and the income stream
from Castle Quay will be sufficient to meet the capital financing costs of the acquisition.
CQ2, once developed, will house a hotel, cinema, supermarket and restaurants and
is seen as vital to attract foot-fall not only to Castle Quay itself, but also to Banbury
Town Centre. The project is not being undertaken primarily as an investment exercise
(although it is expected to be more than self-financing) but principally to act as a
launch-pad for the regeneration of Banbury. District Councillor Brown is the contact
for any queries.
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL (contd)
Horton Hospital: District Councillor Hugo brown reported as follows: CDC launched
a Judicial Review into the Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group's decision to
downgrade services at the Horton Hospital. A hearing was held at the High Court in
December in front of Mr Justice Mostyn with CDC arguing six points relating to:
1. The split nature of the consultation
2. Misleading information on maternity care
3. Insufficient information generally
4. Not meeting the Government's new test for bed closures
5. Legitimate expectation of Cherwell residents for a functioning General Hospital in
the North of the District
6. Inadequate ambulance service effect - i.e: transporting patients between the
Horton and the JR in Oxford
Mr Justice Mostyn dismissed all six points. Cllr Barry Wood, Leader of CDC, expressed
his ‘bitter disappointment’ and further commented ‘Despite this, the Council will not
rest on its laurels and will now focus its attention on the referral of the obstetrics
service to the Secretary of State for Health and his hopeful instruction to his specialist
panel to review that decision’. District Councillor Brown is the contact for any queries.
Cemetery: If you would you like to join the ‘Friends of Hook Norton Cemetery’ to
assist with general tidying and maintenance of the cemetery, please contact Councillor
Allison Hicks at allisonjphicks@gmail.com.
Children’s Play Area: Dog owners are asked to pick up after their animals. Leaving
faeces behind is a health hazard to children and gets in the mowers. People can
confidentially report dog fouling offences to help Cherwell District Council’s
enforcement officers who target hotspot areas and fine owners who fail to clean up
after their dog. Offenders can receive an on-the-spot fine of £50, which can increase
to £1,000 if the case proceeds to magistrates’ court. To report an offence, visit
www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
Planning details can be found in the Parish Council Minutes on the village website,
or on Cherwell District Council’s planning portal. The Parish Council can object to a
planning application on planning grounds only, or support it. It does not have the
authority to approve any planning applications or Tree Works. This is the responsibility
of the District Council or the County Council. Residents can object to any planning
application using Cherwell District Council’s Planning Portal.
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
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ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
November: £100: B Acreman / £25: J Wilkowski / £25: T Wright
December: £250: J Webb / £100 R Monelle / £25: S Smith / £25: P Hamilton
Mark Taylor, 730089

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following to
spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads - collars - blankets towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food - chews - brushes combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea treatments - toys - cat
carriers etc.
Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier. Anything
not suitable will be divided between the PDSA and Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury.
If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive them.
Hilary Wiseman, 737374

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
As Maya Angelou, the American writer, has said, ‘I always
felt, in any town, if I can get to a library, I'll be okay. It really
helped me as a child, and that never left me. So I have a
special place for every library, in my heart of hearts.’
And only a few weeks ago, a visitor to the village came into
the Library while I was there, desperate to get a wi-fi signal
on her phone, and expressed her delight at the cosiness and
charm of this public space, where so much goes on.
So if you haven’t visited recently, why not pop in and see for
yourself?
The Christmas Tea at the Library was very popular and raised
£70, which we are donating this year to the Foundation Stage
of Hook Norton School, whose pupils visit the Library regularly. Tea at the Library
happens on the third Wednesday of every month.
Jane Orchard does a wonderful job of organising this event, and would very much
appreciate more help. If you would be willing to join our team of cake makers or help
out on the day, please contact Jane (737634).
FOHNCL is reliant on the support of its members and on other charitable donations,
which enable us to contribute to the funding of the Library, as well as to provide extra
resources.
We are very grateful to the Schuster Trust for their recent donation of £500, and to
the Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales which has donated £250.
Finally, I would like to give you advance notice that this year’s Book and Plant Sale
will take place on Saturday 12 May. Please put the date in your diary – and start
saving any unwanted books and potting up those excess plants for us.
Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069
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Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County Council
on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council issues.
Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council charges
for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths, wall units,
sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of charges at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste

FROM THE REGISTERS
Quinn Stephen Caswell, son of Emma and Mark Caswell of Chipping Norton was
baptised at St Peter’s on 16 December 2017. We wish you joy and congratulations.
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Salon2 is looking for two new members of staff:
● A stylist with at least three years salon experience, knowledgeable in
colouring and cutting.
and
● An extra ordinary person to do Saturday morning and holiday cover all year
to do reception and shampooing.
Both of these positions have pro rata holidays.
We are a very busy, friendly salon.
For more information please contact Sandra via email:
enquiries@salon2hairdressing.co.uk
or call 01608 737073
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10% Discount
Voucher
Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV
See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation
The outside facilities in both villas are
or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
superb.
for availability and price list.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,
sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the
outdoor kitchen.
Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
Available October half
carolinecatling@btconnect.com
term.
Most dates in 2018

Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

��
��
��
��

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

HOOK NORTON WI
In November, Muriel Pilkington came to our meeting and gave an interesting talk about
the villages that have disappeared in Oxfordshire over the years. Poor arable farming
and flood erosion caused villagers to move on to better conditions when it was
necessary. When nobility were given land by the Crown, villages disappeared, as Manor
houses were built on the land that had been farmed; several villages in our area
disappeared in this way.
Three members of our WI attended Music at the Crossroads AGM, where we were
given a cheque from their charities committee, along with several other groups in the
village; we were then entertained by Pete Watkins playing his guitar - a lovely end to
the evening.
Our December meeting was our usual Christmas party. This year we invited
the Adderbury Yukes to play for us, and many of our members joined in the songs. A
very tasty tea was enjoyed by everyone as we racked our brains to do a quiz.
We start the New Year with a talk about the Royal Command Performance and, in
February, we have a speaker coming from Dogs for Good. The meetings start at 2pm
in the Baptist Hall. Visitors are always welcome.
Doreen McLaughlin

NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
At the time of writing the results of the Floodlit
Banbury league matches are: The A and B team are
3rd and 6th in Div. 1; the C team is 2nd in Div. 4.
Junior coaching February–March 2018
Day Time

Level

Age

Session

Tue

4.30-5.30pm

Tots

03-May

Tots 1

Cost per session

Tue

5-6pm

Mini Red

05-Aug

Mini Red 1

£5

Thu

4.30-5.30pm

Mini Green

10

Mini Green 1

£5

Fri

5-6pm

Junior

11+

Junior 1

£5

Fri

6-7pm

Junior

11+

Junior 2

Sat

9-9.30am

Tots

03-May

Tots 2

Sat

9.30-10.30am

Mini Red

05-Aug

Mini Red 2

£5

Sat

10.45-11.45am

Mini Orange

08-Sep

Mini Orange 1

£5

Sat

11.45-12.45pm

Junior

11+

Junior 3

£5

Sat

12.45-1.45pm

Mini Green

10

Mini Green

£5

£2.50

£5
£2.50

The Tots and Mini Red coaching sessions have now moved indoors to the Hook Norton
Primary School in the hall, until Easter. The Mini Orange, Mini Green and Junior
sessions remain outdoors at the tennis club. As a club we welcome youngsters at any
age; fun coaching sessions run all through the term.
Events Our mulled wine and mince pie evening was held on Tuesday 19 December
and was attended by all sections of the Sports & Social club.
Cardio Tennis: Sessions are held Wednesday evenings 7–8pm.
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Tennis details: 01295 265085 / 07930
406015 / baselinecoaching@outlook.com. To play in a team or for more information
contact
Sue
Glasson,
730880,
merrymoons1@aol.com,
or
see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hooknortontennis.com
Elaine Priestley
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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FEBRUARY/MARCH VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday

10:00 AM
9.30 AM
10:00 AM
6.30 PM
7.00 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
3:30 PM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
9:15 AM
9.30 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Monday Club - Care Group for older people
Yoga (term time only)
Font Café
Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only)
Hooky Harriers
Ladies Social Badminton
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Still Waters Cafe
Health Walk
Jam Club
Rhythm Time Music
Ladies Social Badminton
Friday Toddler Group
Pilates (term time only)
Men on mats: yoga + mindfulness class
Font Café

Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
St Peters
Memorial Hall
Sports & Social Club
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Baptist Hall
Doctors’ Surgery
Primary School
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Uplands, Down End
St Peters

Sunday

6:30 PM

Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only)

Memorial Hall

SPECIFIC EVENTS - FEBRUARY
Date Day

01
01
02
03
06
08
08
10
10
12
14
14
15
16
20
20
21
21
22
22
24
24
24
28

Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Tuesday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday

Time

09:00
19:00
19:00
19:00
19:30
13:30
19:30
19:00
19:30
14:30
18:00
09:00
17:00
14:00
19:30
15:00
19:30
10:30
19:00
14:00
19:00
19:00
14:00

Event

Location

Rhythm Time Music
George's Marvellous Medicine
George's Marvellous Medicine
George's Marvellous Medicine
Local History Group
Hook Norton School KS1 Nativity and Tea
Parish Council Meeting
Primary School Half Term Holiday
Hooky Movie Night - Endless Poetry
Lunar Society
Reading Group
Open Tap Take Over
Rhythm Time Music
Junior Book Club
WI Meeting
Community Housing Open Meeting
Tea and Cake at the Library
Hook Norton Garden Club
Carry on Learning
Incredible Edible Get Together
Community Housing Open Meeting
FoHNS Winter Ball
Hooky Movie Night - Childhood of a Leader
Craft & Chatter

School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
The Sun Inn
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
School Study Centre
Library
Baptist Hall
Brewery
Library
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn
Sports & Social Club
Cotswolds Hotel, C/Norton
Memorial Hall
Library
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - MARCH
Date Day

01
06
08
10
10
12
14
14
15
16
16
17
19
20
21
21
24
24
28
29
29
29
30
30

Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday
Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday

Time

Event

Location

09:00 Rhythm Time Music
19:30 Local History Group
19:30 Parish Council Meeting
Hook Norton Oil Syndicate Order Deadline
19:00 Hooky Movie Night - Strike!
19:30 Lunar Society
14:30 Reading Group
18:00 Open Tap Take Over
09:00 Rhythm Time Music
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
17:00 Junior Book Club
09:30 Pop-Up Market
Road closure on the way to Milcombe
14:00 WI Meeting
15:00 Tea and Cake at the Library
19:30 Hook Norton Garden Club
17:30 FoHNS Paddington & PJ Party
19:00 Hooky Movie Night - Graduation
14:00 Craft & Chatter
09:00 Rhythm Time Music
10:30 Carry on Learning
19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together
Primary School Easter Holiday
Good Friday Bank Holiday

School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
The Sun Inn
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
School Study Centre
Library
St Peter's Church
Baptist Hall
Library
Memorial Hall
School
Memorial Hall
Library
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Breakfast Club

Days
Monday–Friday

Times
7.30-9am

Costs
£3.00 per hour

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

£16.00

Pick Up from Nursery

Monday–Friday

11.30am

£2.50

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£2.50

Take to Nursery

Monday–Friday

12.30pm

£2.50

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

£16.00

Pick Up from School

Monday–Friday

3.15-4pm

£2.50

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£5.00 per hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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