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FROM THE EDITORS
We have handed our editorial space in
this edition over to Sean because,
quite apart from being our very
effective newsletter distribution
manager, he is a published author
and the second book in his Alex
Ripley Mystery series is now in the
shops, just in time for filling
Christmas stockings. A Hollow Sky is
a suspenseful, atmospheric detective
thriller about miraculous healing,
unexplained death, false accusations
and the brooding Celtic fringes of
Britain. Perfect for bleak mid-winter
nights. There is a taste on page 21.
Thanks to Oxford Archaeology for the
amazing cover photo.
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MOVING ON

NEX T ISSUE: FEBRUARY

After 25 and a half years of being
involved with 1st Hook Norton Guides, COPY DATE: FRI 18th JANUARY
I am stepping back from the Unit to
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
take on a new role in Girlguiding. I am not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
pleased to let you all know that I have
Find us on the web at
handed over the reins to Sue Monelle,
www.hook-norton.org.uk/villageJaneen Wilson and Lynne McArdle.
newsletter
Sue was a member of 1st Hook
Norton Guides many years ago;
Janeen looked after our Brownie unit before coming to
Guides; and Lynne was one of the older Guides when I first
started in 1993! I am confident that they will continue to
provide a great program for the Guides, and I will still be
around to help and support where necessary, but particularly
when it comes around to camping! I can now move on,
knowing that I am leaving it all in very good hands.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who
has supported me over the years while I have been involved
with 1st Hook Norton Guides, including my family! I wonder
how many girls have gone through the unit in those 25+
years!
Although I have stepped back from the Guide Unit, I have
not left Girlguiding. I have just taken on the role of Swere
Valley District Commissioner (supported by Jenny Bruton and Sue Monelle). This
means that I will be overseeing all the Guiding units in Hook Norton and Bloxham,
including Brownie, Rainbow and Senior Section Units as well as Guides, so I will still
be involved – just in a different way than I have been.
No doubt I will continue to be involved with village events and activities where and
when necessary. My thanks to you all.
Julie Wood
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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CANCER RESEARCH UK – FUNDRAISING UPDATE
So far this year, the North
Cotswold Group have raised over
£21,000! Recent events have
included:
Hooky Alternative Race for
Life
The 9th Hooky Alternative Race
for Life took place in Hook Norton
on Sunday 7 October. Over 200
runners (including 22 dogs
and four tortoises) completed the
three-mile route – starting and
ending at the Sun Inn, where
they enjoyed a BBQ, cakes,
candyfloss and a few beers.
(Please note that dogs and
tortoises did not drink beer –
although I was told one of the
tortoises had a pre-race sherry to
calm her nerves.)
This is a wonderful community
event supported by local
businesses including the Sun Inn
and our amazing firemen, who provide marshalling and first-aid services for the
race. This year's race has raised £1,380, which brings the total raised for Cancer
Research UK since it started in 2010 to over
£13,800.
Race results and photos can be seen on the
Facebook page @HookyRaceForLife
Ladies Pamper Evening
Stacey’s Ladies Pamper Evening was held at
the Sun Inn on Saturday 27 October. Stacey
says: ‘We had a fantastic night raising money
for such a good cause. With a really good
turnout: ten stands selling fabulous products,
and over 40 people attending and fighting
over the amazing raffle prizes that had been
donated; we raised a massive £320. Thank
you to everyone that took time to take part
and help raise money for Cancer Research
UK. See you all next year.’
Christmas in Chippy
Our next fundraiser will be a stall at
Christmas in Chippy, Sunday 9 December, 12
noon–6pm.
Contact me for more information about our
fundraising.
Gill Begnor, gillbegnor@live.co.uk
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A new adult community choir, for anyone 16 years old or over, who
would like to get together for tea and fun while also singing a wide range of music
as part of a friendly group.
No singing experience needed. NO AUDITIONS!
Wednesday nights 7.30–9pm.
First night: Wednesday, 9 January 2019
The Baptist Hall, Netting Street.
£36 per quarter, to cover expenses and refreshments.
(First session free.)
Please email hookysingers@hotmail.com, telephone Deborah on 737791 or just
come along on any Wednesday night on or after 9 January 2019.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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FOHNS (FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL)
The committee has been busy since
September planning events for the year and,
by the time this goes to print, we will have
already had the Christmas Fair. For the New
Year we have already planned for the children
a disco on 10 January and an after-Easter
Disco on 25 April.
For adults we are looking forward to the Winter Ball: a fantastic atmosphere and a
memorable night, this year held on 9 February at Cotswold Hotel and Spa; tickets
include a three-course meal and live music. As previously, a bus service from Hook
Norton to the hotel and back will be provided at an additional cost. It’s a smashing
event and this year the raffle will be managed by (and proceeds from it will go to)
the SuperRu Charity, in aid of Ruairi Hackland, a two-year-old from the village who
was recently diagnosed with a rare cancer. There are a few tickets still available, if
you haven’t managed to get yours yet; you can with go on your own, as a couple or
as table of ten.
Later in the year – along with the annual Garage Sale with Bike & Bake Sale and
Summer BBQ on 5 July – we are also making plans to host a new event: a Summer
Camp-out, which should be a great event for the keen campers out there. So there
is already lots to look forward to in 2019!
FOHNS fundraising will go towards paying for a new school website, the remainder
of the pirate ship and school minibus expenses, as well as other unexpected costs
that will pop up in the new year.
We would like to thank the Festival of Fine Ales and Music at the Crossroads for the
generous donations they made to the school and for all the hard work that went
into organising these great events.
We are a very small team now and desperately need more committee members –
even if you volunteer at just one event it would help immensely. If you have any
ideas or wish to help with anything, please email me. We thank all of you for all the
support you have provided over the year – we couldn’t have raised what we have
without you.
Laura Wyatt, Chair FOHNS, wyattific@gmail.com
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A BASQUE CHRISTMAS STORY
One day, long-time past, a beautiful fairy, who looked after all the little creatures of
the forest from the tiniest insects to the largest animals, including humans, and
from the humblest fungus to the greatest trees, found a baby boy abandoned in the
forest.
She couldn’t understand why any human would do such a thing and said to the
baby: ‘It’s wonderful to have found you and I give you the name Olentzero. You will
grow up strong, courageous, loving and just’.
Living nearby, the fairy knew of a kind man and his wife who were very sad,
because they couldn’t have children of their own. Wrapping the boy in leaves and
moss, she left the baby on their doorstep, knowing they would be happy to care
lovingly for him. Early next morning, when the man was leaving the house to milk
his cows, he called his wife, saying: ‘see what I have found!’ Immediately they took
the boy into their house and their hearts, wrapped him in a warm blanket, fed him
and accepted him as their son. Thanking their good fortune, they cared for him as
he grew into a strong, healthy and loveable man.
Every day, Olentzero helped his father to run the farm, and make charcoal in the
forest. In time, his loving parents grew old until, at last, he was left alone. As the
years passed by, he too grew old, his face wrinkled, and his hair turned white. He
was lonely and sad until he realised that he could help other people, just as the
fairy helped him all those years before.
In the town nearby were some children who had lost
their parents and depended upon the charity of their
neighbours. He knew they would be lonely too, just like
him, and wondered what he could do to bring them some
happiness. Being very clever with his hands, he made
little toys and dolls out of wood from the forest for the
children and, whenever he went into town to sell his
charcoal, he loaded the toys in a big sack onto his
donkey with the charcoal. This made him feel very
happy, and the children very happy too – and they would
run to him whenever he came to town.
Many years went by, his reputation spread all around and
he was loved and praised for his kindness and
generosity. But one day, as he was coming into town, he
saw a house struck by lightning and burst into flames. He
ran to it and discovered some frightened children at a
window, screaming in terror. With his courage and
strength, he broke into the house and managed to save all the children. But as he
was escaping a heavy wooden beam fell on him and his great heart gave out. All the
children and the people watching cried when they realised what had happened. As
the flames died down, they saw a very bright light inside the house, but not exactly
what was happening. It was the fairy who found Olentzero when he was a baby.
Sweetly calling his name: ‘Olentzero, Olentzero,’ she said: ‘you have always been
kind to others and have given your own life selflessly and courageously for these
children, so I want you to live on for all Basque children.’
From that day onwards, in the middle of winter at the end of every year, Olentzero
travels the Basque country giving presents to children and, singing his praises, they
spread his message of love, strength and courage.
(In Basque “tz” is pronounced “ch” as in “cherry”).
Ian Buchanan
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We’ve done those now!
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NATIONAL SECURITY BREACH IN HOOK NORTON
Special Branch Interview Jim Hackling

Jim Hackling

Warships at Gibraltar?

Some of Jim's model aircraft

Unlikely as it may seem, it appears that Jim Hackling – the Hook Norton cobbler –
was visited by Special Branch in 1940, concerning a photograph of warships in
Gibraltar harbour that he had hung on his wall at 5 Bell Hill. The reason for the visit
would presumably have been because the image contravened Regulation '3' of The
Defence Regulations 1939, which covered; 'Safeguarding Information useful to an
Enemy'.
The photograph in question is shown above. It's assumed that someone aware of
the regulations must have seen Jim's photo and judged it to be in contravention.
Was it the village Police who tipped off Special Branch? The vessel in the foreground
of the photo is the aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal. In May 1940 Ark Royal was part
of the Home Fleet but was then sent secretly to the Mediterranean to be based at
Gibraltar as part of Force H. Maybe it was because of this that the image was so
sensitive? One imagines that Special Branch wanted to know how Jim knew that Ark
Royal was in Gibraltar. Such a ship movement would of course have been very
useful information to an enemy!
What Jim's photo actually depicts are two of his model warships being tested on a
local pond to see if they float, and the 'Rock of Gibraltar' is the stump of a cut down
tree! As well as making his models to exact scale he also made them so they floated
correctly. Little could he have known that this would get him in trouble! It was,
therefore, just a coincidence that he chose his model of the Ark Royal and a location
that was mistaken for Gibraltar harbour for his photo. As far as we know the matter
was simply explained away, perhaps over a pint and a good laugh, with no action
taken. But it does beg the question why wasn't Jim asked about the photograph
before calling in Special Branch? Anyway, not long after this Jim was called up for
military service so presumably there can't have been any long term damage to his
character! Interestingly, during the war his ship models were used in exhibitions
around Oxfordshire to help raise money for the war effort.
Growing up in Hook Norton in the 1950's I can remember going into Hackling's shop
on Bell Hill and seeing some of his models on display. For example, there was a
huge model of the Queen Mary liner and other ships on shelves adorning the walls,
and hanging from the ceiling were dozens of black painted model aircraft, all flying
towards the door!
It is thought the Jim Hackling collection of models are now being stored at a local
museum, however an example of one of his ship models, HMS Collingwood can be
viewed in the Hook Norton Village Museum.
James Tobin, (With thanks to the Hook Norton Village Museum)
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PICTURES OF HOOK NORTON FORTY YEARS AGO
Long-term residents will recall the splendid drawings that Joan Lawrence made of
Hooky between 1960 and 1990. She was the art teacher at the local secondary
school, who sprinkled the village with delightful pictures in the form of Christmas
cards, calendars, portraits and views, in a spirited stream.
Now, through her generous gift, the Local History Group has acquired prints of two
of her most popular productions. One is a map of the village in 1987, showing how
things used to be and illustrating the village’s character. It is printed in black ink on
antique cream paper. The other print is a full-colour watercolour of The Pear Tree at
dusk on a snowy winter’s day.
Each of the prints is available for ten pounds, unframed. Proceeds will go to a
charitable purpose yet to be decided.
Both will be on display in prominent locations. They may be purchased at the Fair or
by contacting one of us directly.
Donald Ratcliffe, 730917, donald.ratcliffe@history.ox.ac.uk
David McGill, 730930, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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HOOKY PLAYERS
Skipton Building Society Grant
I am delighted to report that Hooky
Players has received funding of £500
from the Skipton Building Society
‘Grassroots Giving’ campaign.
Grassroots Giving has been running
since 2013, and the idea is to help voluntary groups that benefit their community in
some way. This year there were applications from a total of 740 groups from all
over the UK, of which 165 were chosen. Success was largely dependent on the
number of votes each group received from its own community, so I would like to
say a big thank you to everyone in Hook Norton and surrounding villages, who took
the time to help support us in this way.
The money will help pay for our new stage at the Memorial Hall and this will be in
use for the first time on 17 November, and again for our Variety Show on
26 January.
Tickets for the Variety Show will be available during January from the village shop.
Do get your tickets early, as we are expecting this one-night show to be a sell-out.
There will be magic, a comedian, poets, dancers, drummers, singers and musicians.
Look out for posters around the village and we look forward to seeing you!
Karen Smith, Chair, 737330
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HOOK NORTON FOOTBALL
As you may be aware, a group of local football fans from Hook Norton have formed
a committee and worked tirelessly to get the Hook Norton Senior Football team
back up and running. We are competing in the Witney and District league and have
been placed in division 3 for our first season.

We have started well: we’ve played six league games so far; out of those, we’ve
won three, drawn one and lost two. The most recent game (as of this article) was a
great, 6-2 thrashing of FC Mills. We currently are sitting 4th in the league.
We have many of the young lads from the under-17s team, and the majority of the
team are from Hook Norton. Our philosophy is to keep the team local.
Running a football team is both demanding and fairly expensive. We couldn’t do it
without the help of the committee members but also some local businesses who
have helped us financially. James Clarke and Hook Norton Brewery have sponsored
our new kit, and we had a kind donation from Nigel Matthews. Thanks to Joe from
the Village Shop, who is providing the ‘post-match’ food for the players.
Several local business have also supported the team by sponsoring an advertising
board; those of you who have been to watch a game will no doubt have seen these.
If your business could benefit from some local advertising, and you would like to
support the team, then feel free to contact michelle@hooknortonfootball.club to find
out more.
Unfortunately, due to the way the league release fixtures, we cannot give you a
huge list of fixtures in advance. However as well as our social media pages, we also
have an A-board outside the village shop with the fixtures on it, which is updated
monthly. You can also check the website www.hooknortonfc.co.uk
It’s been great to see so many people watching the team home and away, the lads
certainly are very grateful for your support. Everyone is welcome during matches,
the bar is open and there is no entry fee.
We look forward to seeing you at our next game.
Chris Tate-Davies, Chair
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Thank you to all who attended our Autumn
Concert, retiring collection was split between St
Peter's Church and a Cancer Charity.
Our ever-popular Christmas Concert is on the
evening of Saturday 1 December, 7.30pm, at St
Peter's Church; admission is free, with retiring
collection in support of the Band.
Both main and training Bands will be ‘on stage’; an
evening of Christmas musical delight is promised.
To get you in the mood, raffle, mulled wine and
mince pies will be served.
I also suspect Father Christmas may well make a very brief appearance (very busy I
hear due to concerns over Brexit!!)
We will be playing carols outside the Sun Inn on Sunday 23 of December – please
do come along and singalong – carol sheets will be provided – 5.00pm.
Martin Quartermain
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A HOLLOW SKY by SEAN COLEMAN
Dark. Dark. Dark. She’d always hated the dark. It used to scare her, but she’d been
alone in the dark for so long now she’d almost got used to it. Almost.
She wasn’t actually alone, of course. There were often voices around her, outside
the darkness. Mummy's voice, always. She knew when Mummy was there, even
before she spoke. She could feel her. Mummy always chatted to her these days.
Telling her what was happening in the world, singing to her while she fixed her hair,
saying how pretty she was—all the things she’d never said or done before the dark
had come.
Some days, like today, the darkness was cold, too. It made it more difficult to
breathe. Like the icy water was all around her again, creeping inside her, filling up
her mouth and lungs. She had been floating in the dark for so long now. She was
sick of it.
Shut up, silly. Don’t be such a baby.
She felt Mummy come in – just a small, faint light in the corner of her mind. Hello
Mummy.
“Hello my love.”
Far away and right there. Bright and cheerful as ever.
“Are you awake?”
Always. And never.
Warmth suddenly, blossoming on her forehead. A kiss. She focussed on it, willing
the heat to spread, wishing the light would grow and she could finally wake up. But
the light faded again, as it always did, and the cold returned.
Someone else was there too. Sad. Broken. Tired. Mummy often brought people to
visit her. People who needed her light. Whoever this was, was in a lot of pain. A
woman, definitely. She was holding her hand now.
Can I help?
So much pain, spreading from her hand, up her arm and across her back. Up and
down her spine like little electric shocks, or tiny needles stabbing at her.
This is too hard. I can’t do any more for you.
But she had to do more. She had to fix it. Mummy’s hand on her shoulder, giving
her strength.
This woman’s pain was blue. White. Jagged and sharp. Stabbing at her. Slicing her.
Pricking her skin. And she was fighting it with all her strength.
Don’t give up. Not long now.
She could already feel the warmth spreading down her neck, into her arm, towards
her hand. It was happening.
There you go. All better.
And just like that, the warmth left her and the cold swallowed her up again. Back
underwater. Back into the dark.
Night night.
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HOOKY STORES IN NATIONAL AWARDS FINAL
Hook Norton Post Office & village shop is through to the finals of the Independent
Achievers Academy (IAA) awards – winners to be announced at the IAA gala dinner
in London on 22 November. The store has reached the final in the Effective Ranging
category, which means they have got the right range of products for their
customers in the village.
Postmaster Joe Williams, said: ‘There is a growing trend away from people just
doing big supermarket shops back to people visiting convenience stores more
regularly. This is because people are living busier lives, and people do not
necessarily know what their plans are for an evening or a weekend, or they have
not had a chance to plan ahead. So, there has been a real growth in ‘tea for tonight’
purchases. We have increased our chilled and fresh food ranges. Also people are
becoming more conscious about food waste caring for the environment so rather
than big shops they do more frequent smaller shops. We are adapting to changes in
the market. Since changing to a SPAR store, there has been a 20 per cent increase
in SPAR own brand products as customers recognise the brand and they know that
they can trust it.’
‘Customers find the seven day opening hours of the weekend very convenient and
we have people using the Post Office from early until late every day. There has been
a real increase in business banking and personal banking as we offer banking
services on behalf of all the major banks.’
IAA is a business development programme which enables motivated retailers to
grow their sales and profits by following expert advice, including Post Office
guidance on great customer service.
Sheila Tapster, Post Office Press Office

STOP PRESS!
[Ed: Late Breaking News! Our fabulous Village Shop managed to finish
runners up in the Effective Ranging award for which they were nominated.
Fantastic recognition for the hard working team. Well done to all.]

POP-UP MARKET
at St Peter’s Church

Saturday 19 January, 9.30am–1pm
Alongside Font Café + Soup & Roll
Crafts, Traidcraft, Home Bakes, Preserves,
Gifts, Toys and Recycled Items

All Welcome
Proceeds in aid of St Peter’s Church

Interested in a Stall?
Contact: angelmrpowell@gmail.com or sjorchard15@gmail.com
Tel: 730512
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ST PETER’S 23˧˦˦ff  CRAFT FAIR & GRAND DRAW
On Saturday 3, November, St Peter’s Church
hosted the 23rd annual craft fair. As always, the
wonderful Hook Norton folk (as well as those from
much further afield) turned out in force to support
this popular event, and the fair was busy as soon
as we opened. The 40 stalls looked amazing
inside, with a fantastic array of superb work. The
lovely atmosphere that always prevails at this
event was evident, and the quality and variety of
crafts meant that folk shopped enthusiastically,
much to the delight of the craftspeople, including
many new ones with some amazing work that
brought yet another dimension to the fair.
Once again the café area was well stocked with a
superb variety of delicious home-made cakes and
sandwiches, and business was brisk all day, with
folk taking a break, absorbing the atmosphere, or
catching up with old friends. It’s great to see St
Peter’s used for the community for many lovely
events and occasions, proving again it’s not just a
‘Sunday building’.
As I write, we are looking forward to our next community event: the popular Bex &
Roger’s Quiz night, which will have happened by the time you read this; but it’s an
opportunity for me to point out that St Peter’s does support many other causes
throughout the year, and half of the sum raised at this will have gone to Katherine
House Hospice.
Back to the fair: the
fabulous Grand Draw,
with over 80 prizes this
year, was once again a
huge success. Our
grateful thanks go to the
many individuals and
businesses who
sponsored or provided
prizes, too many to
name them all, but
special thanks go to:
Nigel Matthews Plant
Hire, Thomas Franks &
Co, Hook Norton
Brewery, John
Nicholls Trading, and
King & Woolley Estate Agents. Our heartfelt thanks also go to all who helped in
any way on the actual day, or provided equipment, in order to make it possible for
this lovely event to happen; with your help and support we raised a magnificent
£6,480 – bless you all.
Jan Hughes and Becky Cooke
(Thanks to Banbury Guardian for the photos)
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10% Discount
Voucher
Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV
See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation
The outside facilities in both villas are
or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
superb.
for availability and price list.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,
sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the
outdoor kitchen.
Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
Check our web site for
carolinecatling@btconnect.com
availability and booking.
www.luxuryvillasjavea.com

SSti
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Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

NEWS FROM ST PETER’S
Remember, remember the second of
November – when our advertisement for
the post of Rector for these four villages
was posted in The Church of England
News (available on line!) – we give
thanks.
Remember, remember the third of
November – when Keith Disney was
licensed as a Lay Minister in an
emotional service in Christchurch
Cathedral – we give thanks.
Remember, remember on that same
day, months of work came to fruition as
we held our annual Craft Fair raising
almost £6,500 – we give thanks.
Remember, remember Keith’s first
robed service on the fourth, and the
amazing lunch that followed –we give
thanks.
Remember, remember our Benefice
Service of Remembrance; the
excitement of our young uniformed
organisations; the heart-felt sadness
during the silence; the feeling that someone else was there with the Perspex outline
of the Tommies, one for each of the villages and a group of six kneeling at the altar.
The pride that one of our own young women came back to share her experiences of
her role as a Major in the Army – we give thanks.
Remember, remember our Bellringers who, throughout this year, have rung the
bells on the anniversary of, and in honour of, each of our village soldiers who died
during the First World War conflict – we give thanks.
Remember, remember Bex and Roger’s Quiz on Friday 23 November.
And we look forward to Advent: a time of preparation for the celebration of the birth
of Jesus. It is easy to get so caught up in the commercialised glitz and hype of this
season, so that the real meaning gets lost. Why not put, at the top of one of your
many lists, a time to come into church and enjoy the peace that the love of God and
this special building have to offer?
Come and join us at one of our many and varied services…
Sunday 2 December, at 3.00pm, a Christingle Service
Sunday 23 December, at 6.30pm, our Carol Service
Monday 24 December, at 5.00pm, our Crib Service
and, at 11.30pm, Midnight Communion
Tuesday 25 December, at 10.00am, our Birthday Celebration Service
Make this really a Christmas to Remember, as we accept once more the gift of Jesus
into our lives….and give thanks.
We wish you all the joys of Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New Year.
Janet Collins, Lay Minister
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DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk
bridalwear
Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges
KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762

PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com
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www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
December is a joyous month at our
school, full of Christmas activity.
Younger children are working hard to
learn their parts in our annual nativity
play, while older pupils are helping to
plan our annual carol service next door at St Andrew’s Church. All will enjoy our
special Christmas lunch on the 20th – with the turkey and trimmings cooked inhouse for the first time thanks to our new kitchen.
Highlights since the last issue:
Children Singing for Children: For
the 13th year, our school choir joined
others from all over North
Oxfordshire to sing for a full house at
St Mary’s Church, Banbury, to raise
money for Rotary projects benefitting
children worldwide (pictured).
Clubs: This autumn, children have
been enjoying eight after-school
clubs: French, art, football, sewing,
hockey, singing, eco club, and
netball. Our diverse choice of extracurricular activities is just one of the
ways we try to implement our vision
of what school should be – not just about test results, but about nurturing the
whole child with a rich range of experiences.
BeSpace: We had a two-day visit from this charity, which brings prayer and
reflection spaces to schools. Rev. Wendy Cunningham and a team of parish
volunteers helped run the activities, which were widely enjoyed: as one student
said, ‘I liked it because it’s a silent moment and made me reflect more.’
Games Crew: Four of our Yr 5 students attended training at Chipping Norton
School to become Playground Leaders. They will now train other Yr 5s to help them
improve lunchtime activities and make sure
everyone is included.
Disco: Families and staff danced up a storm at
the village hall, in yet another successful event
hosted by the Friends of Great Rollright – a
group dedicated to raising money and bringing
the school community together (pictured).
Admissions: The school is consulting on a
proposed change to its admissions policy, to
give priority to children within the whole ‘postal
area’ of Great Rollright, rather than just the
village. The proposal can be viewed on our website
(www.greatrollrightprimary.com) and comments are welcome until the end of
December (email office.3408@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk). As the school selection
deadline approaches next month, parents and carers are strongly encouraged to
visit, to see first-hand all that we offer. Please make an appointment by calling us
on 737202. We look forward to meeting you!
Allison Dawe, Governor
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Joey Kenny
Guitar Teacher and Song Writer
Ever wanted to learn to play the guitar?
Would you like to learn to sing?
How about creating and writing your own songs?
With my help, you could record and produce your own track, listen to it live
on your phone and even perform on stage….
I am currently playing in a couple of bands, teach a large number of
students across Oxfordshire and have opportunities to take on more.
Whether you are a beginner or advanced, require lessons or advice.
From jazz to pop, rock to acoustic.
£20 for an hour’s lesson and first lesson free
Contact me on: 07528 659472
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joeykenny@bumblefootrock.com

FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Well, hello Hooky. What on Earth has happened to our village?!
As I type this, we have just had a very busy Hallowe’en. Last Hallowe’en I enjoyed
helping hand out treats, kindly donated by Hooky Baptist Church, to the village
children, and I remember thinking, ‘tomorrow, I’ll have a very busy day litterpicking!’ And yet, last year, there was very little sign that there had even been so
many children on the streets. But this year; well! I was out doing my usual bin
round, after dark, and I was hearing loud screaming from groups of youngsters –
older children, in costume, standing with arms outstretched, in the middle of the
road, in front of moving cars, causing the drivers to have to brake. Even then, every
few feet, I was picking up so many carelessly discarded sweet wrappers! And I’ve
since been informed by one villager, that some older ‘trick or treaters’ actually
walked into her home, having tried the door and found it unlocked, as she had left it
for her own children’s return. The following day I was out for three hours or more,
and nearly filled a black sack with sweet wrappers, empty packets, and quite a few
unopened sweets and chocolate bars.
These are the adults of tomorrow: If they don’t learn respect for this lovely village,
now, what in the world will it be like in 20 years’ time?! I feel all the more
exasperated because it was green bin night, and there was no shortage of green
bins, at the roadside, to put rubbish in. I do despair!
I am not averse to children having fun, but when loud screaming could be
intimidating to the more vulnerable in our society, and youngsters are disrupting
traffic and walking, uninvited, into people’s homes, it ceases to be fun and becomes
a public nuisance! Please, folks, educate your children to be more respectful. If you
don’t, who will?!
On a lighter note, the Memorial Hall is available for hire, and has several recent
additions of a fridge freezer, commercial sized cooker, kitchen hand-towel dispenser
and new chairs. And many thanks to Tim Birchell, Keith Saunders and Amanda
Watkins, who have worked hard to make the gardens more attractive. It would be
great to know it’s getting plenty of use for receptions, birthday parties, family
gatherings or just general get-togethers and groups. You can always approach me
for details and I’ll point you in the right direction, or contact the Parish Clerk directly
on rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk.
Early in November, I was given approximately 80 mixed bulbs, by Fred Dore in
Banbury, and I have now planted them in front of the Memorial Hall and by the East
End bus stop, in addition to some that Tim Birchell had planted previously. So,
hopefully, we will see some colourful results in the spring.
Sadly, the poo bag hoarder is still busy at work around the dispensers and
continues to take them all as fast as I put them out. I know who is taking them all
as others have witnessed their actions, and informed me. I resist the urge to name
and shame – for now! Please, if you own or walk dogs around the village, be
responsible and pick up their poo, but don’t just take the bags because they are
there. Dog poo bags are inexpensive and on sale in the Village Shop, and can be
purchased very cheaply at many other shops and online.
And, lastly, to end on a more festive note, Christmas is just around the corner, so
keep an eye on the telegraph poles for any upcoming events around the village. In
the meantime, I wish one and all a joyful, healthy Christmas and a happy and
prosperous 2019. See you around,
Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718
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COTSWOLD CARRIERS REMOVALS LTD
Removals – Storage – Haulage

�� Local and long
distance moves
�� Regular London
trips
�� No job too small
(man/van service)
�� Full and part-loads
to Europe
�� Containerised
storage
�� Experienced and helpful staff
�� Specialists to the antiques trade
Tel: 01608 730 500
Email: enquiries@cotswold-carriers.co.uk
The Sidings, Station Road, Kingham, OX7 6SX
www.cotswoldcarriers.com
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HOOK NORTON LUNAR SOCIETY
Hooky Lunartiks get stuck in dung
only to contemplate the stars
Darren J. Mann, Head of Life Collections,
Oxford University Museum of Natural
History, was HNLS's guide in October on
an excursion into the World of the Dung
Beetle. He wasted no time in getting down
to basics; in his case, the world of poo! He
described himself as one of very few
scientists in the world who can legitimately say their work is ‘shit research!’
Darren's interest in beetles began while still a schoolboy, specialising in the dung
beetle when he became a professional scientist. In this pursuit, he scours the globe,
identifying species and assessing their environmental impact, which is monumental,
as would be the piles of sh… – you know what – without beetles burying it. He
spoke of research he carries out in the UK, explaining that it's possible to gauge the
health of a population by just looking into a field. If there's lots of poo just lying on
the surface, it's not a good sign and horse-breeding studs often have fewest dung
beetles through the preventative use of some worming chemicals, which kill them
off.
The manure that is left lying on the field must be collected, which is expensive for
breeders, who also lose its fertilizing benefit. He advises a change in the worming
formula to solve the problem. The dung that the beetles bury fertilises the soil,
opens it up for drainage and aeration, and denies pests such as flies a place to lay
their eggs. In Northern Australia, the introduction of several African and European
beetles dramatically cut the fly population. Finally, Darren's advice to dog owners is
not to collect their pet's little deposits in plastic bags, making it inaccessible to the
beetles, but flick it discreetly into the hedgerow, where it can both directly and
indirectly benefit us all.
Great questions of life were addressed by Graham Freakes in his November
presentation: Where are we? Where have we been? Where are we going? What's
the time? He explained how great scientists from as far back as the ancient Greeks
right up to today have striven to provide the means of finding our way.
Around 600BCE, Anaximander drew the first map of the then known world and,
some 300 years later, Aristotle decreed that the Earth was a sphere, but the first
real hero of navigation and accepted father of geography, Eratosthenes of Cyrene,
not only measured the circumference of the Earth, but also divided the globe into
parallels and meridians – longitude and latitude – the basis of terrestrial navigation.
Graham described the fundamental technique of measuring distance by
triangulation, with the help of three attractive assistants from the audience and the
evolution of instruments to determine latitude: the cross staff, astrolabe, quadrant
and sextant by 'sighting' the sun and stars. Finding longitude was always the
greatest challenge for mariners until John Harrison built his famous chronometer.
Map-making became a priority as a result of the Jacobite uprising in 1745, and the
introduction of the theodolite led to much better accuracy. With the invention of
radio, followed by radar, navigation took great leaps forward. Then came Sputnik
and the birth of satellite navigation, so that today everyone can carry in their
pockets devices to find their location anywhere in the world with pinpoint accuracy.
Graham ended his talk with a question: ‘Is this the end of maps?’
Ian Buchanan
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PRIZE QUIZ – TWELVE FILMS OF CHRISTMAS
Our Christmas prize quiz is very straightforward: just identify twelve Christmasthemed films from the plot summaries below.
You can do this for fun but why not enter for a chance to win a cash prize? Simply
print your name and details at the bottom of the page, tear it out and place it into
an envelope marked ‘QUIZ’, along with £2, and drop it into the St Peter’s donations
box (on the wall just inside church on the right) BY 6 JANUARY (or do it now, while
it’s fresh in your mind �). The winner will receive 50% of the money collected, and
will be announced in the February newsletter.
Good luck – and happy Christmas.
Kevin Hope
1. A rom-com that follows the love stories of almost a dozen
couples throughout the holiday season (2003)
……………………………
2. On Christmas Eve, a young boy embarks on a magical
adventure on board a train to the Arctic, while learning about
friendship, bravery, and the spirit of Christmas (2004)
……………………………
3. An angel is sent from Heaven to help a desperately
frustrated businessman, by showing him what life would
have been like if he had never existed (1946)
……………………………
4. An eight-year-old troublemaker must protect his house
from a pair of burglars during the Christmas vacation (1990)
……………………………
5. When a nice old man who claims to be Santa Claus is
institutionalised as insane, a young lawyer decides to defend
him by arguing in court that he is the real thing (1947)
……………………………
6. After unintentionally wreaking havoc on his own community
due to his ungainly size, a man raised at the North Pole is sent
to the United States in search of his true identity (2003)
……………………………
7. A successful song-and-dance team become romantically
involved with two sisters and head for Vermont to save the
failing inn of their former commanding general (1954)
……………………………
8. During WWII, a British colonel tries to bridge the cultural
divides between a British prisoner of war and the Japanese
camp commander in order to avoid bloodshed (1983)
……………………………
9. When a man inadvertently kills Father Christmas on
Christmas Eve, he finds himself magically recruited to take
his place (1994)
……………………………
10. The Griswold's plans for a big family festive holiday
predictably turn into a major disaster (1989)
……………………………
11. This classic, timeless Dicken’s seasonal story is given a
make-over by Jim Henson’s creations (1992)
……………………………
12. Two women troubled with guy-problems swap homes in
each other's countries, where they each meet a local guy
and fall in love (2006)
……………………………
Name …………………………………………………………… Telephone number …………………………
Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY
Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880
Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.
32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG
01295 265424
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www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

2019 Directory of Services
Would you like to be included in the
2019 Hook Norton Directory of Services?
This brochure of names and numbers for local businesses and places of interest is
distributed along with the February Village Newsletter and included on the village
website, reaching everybody living in and around the village.
As well as the obvious advantage of advertising our ever-increasing number of local
businesses, this brochure is intended to inform villagers of contact names and
numbers for the many local organisations that we have, under headed categories.
Entries need to be in by 31 December.

Thank you for your support
If you would like to be included in the next directory, you can either fill in the
application form below and deposit it in the box in The Village Shop, or send it to:
Diana Barber, Dove Close House, Scotland End, Hook Norton OX15 5NR
or information for your entry can be emailed to Diana at:
bar4ber@gmail.com
To help with the printing costs, a donation of £7 for the Hook Norton Newsletter
should be attached to all forms or sent electronically to:
Account: Hook Norton Newsletter,
Sort Code: 08-92-99 Account Number: 65249518

Your Details
Name................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Phone Number...........................................................................................................................................................................................
Donation sent in the form of..............................................................................................................................
Cash/Cheque/Direct payment

Directory Details
Category.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Business / Organisation Name......................................................................................................................
Contact Name.................................................................................................................................................................................................
Contact Number.......................................................................................................................................................................................
Mobile Number (if available).................................................................................................................................
E-Mail Address..............................................................................................................................................................................................
Web Address.........................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

��
��
��
��

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

BONUS QUIZZES FOR CHRISTMAS
These two quizzes are purely for fun – in case you’d like to test your family and
friends during the Christmas break. You’ll find the answers on page 53. Like this
month’s prize quiz, our Christmas theme is collections of twelve.
Kevin Hope
Twelve Anagrams of Christmas
Unscramble the letters to find something to do with Christmas.
1.

DRASTIC CHARMS

____________________

2.

EASTERN SOGGINESS

____________________

3.

WAVED STYLE

____________________

4.

MERCHANTS PERSIST

____________________

5.

A CLASS AUNT

____________________

6.

COLTS ARMCHAIRS

____________________

7.

LIGHT TENNIS

____________________

8.

A KITSCH SCREAM

____________________

9.

TRY OUR STEAK

____________________

10. DIG ANY BOX

____________________

11. RAREST CHEMIST

____________________

12. WINE THEMES

____________________

Twelve Languages of Christmas
It says ‘HAPPY CHRISTMAS’, but in what language?
1.

NADOLIG LLAWEN

____________________

2.

HYVÄÄ JOULUA

____________________

3.

ΚΑΛΑ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥΓΕΝΝΑ

____________________

4.

JOYEUX NOEL

____________________

5.

FROHE WEIHNACHTEN

____________________

6.

NADELIK LOWEN

____________________

7.

BUON NATALE

____________________

8.

FELIZ NAVIDAD

____________________

9.

FELIZ NATAL

____________________

10. СЧАСТЛИВОЕ РОЖДЕСТВО ____________________
11. GLÆDELIG JUL

____________________

12. FIJNE KERSTDAGEN

____________________
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An article by Bethan Williams
Hook Norton is a village steeped in history. You can read its story in the buildings
and the curves of its roads. Houses are jostled together like a gathering crowd
rather than the neat rows of newer settlements, with a maze of streets and
alleyways spreading like roots from its centre. Families have grown and trades
have flourished only to disappear again, leaving centuries of history written in the
golden stone of our architecture.
Recently, some significant archaeological discoveries were made during the
construction of the new estate near Hook Norton Primary School. Originally of
interest because of a possible Iron Age droveway, the site was excavated and
yielded some compelling finds. Whilst the recent centuries can be seen so clearly
in the streets of Hook Norton, the archaeologists exploring the site were
searching for something much older and far more elusive.
Whilst reading the report of the dig, I learned something of how archaeologists
read the land itself, the furrows and pathways left by our ancestors which are
now little more than shadows seen from high above or folds in layers of soil. In
the map of the landscape, not only hundreds but thousands of years of history
can be discovered.
During the original archaeological evaluation, a series of linear anomalies were
noted after a geophysical survey and were suspected to be pre-historic
droveways (see geophysics scan and picture below).

During the original
archaeological evaluation, a
series of linear anomalies were
noted after a geophysical survey
and were suspected to be prehistoric droveways (see
geophysics scan and picture
below).

Nine trenches were then dug (see diagram below) to further analyse these
features and, through subsequent finds, they were confirmed to be ancient
pathways, but of Roman origin.

Several shards of pottery found in various trenches were dated to early Roman
times (see picture below right).
The archeological evaluation report
also details other known finds in Hook
Norton in order to compare the
discoveries from the current dig to the
village's archeological history. There is
significant evidence of medieval and
Anglo-Saxon activity in and around
the village but Hook Norton
archeological history becomes richer
as we travel backwards in our
timeline.
A Roman road ran through the village,
possibly through a corner of the
current dig.
A bronze scarifier, and a pot
containing two human skulls along
with an iron finger ring dated to the
4th century AD, were also discovered
in the parish.
Several Roman coins have been found
in the village, dated from the reigns of various Caesars.
A prehistoric trackway known as the Jurassic Way is projected in the National
Monuments record as running through the parish, from Oatley Hill past The Gate
and on towards Milcombe.

A single flint blade dating as far
back as the Mesolithic era (from
approx. 13,000 BC to 3,000 BC)
was also recorded as having been
found in a garden in a house in the
village: the oldest artefact ever to
be discovered in Hook Norton.
A bronze brooch from early Roman
times (see right), was also
previously discovered on the same
road as the current dig. Perhaps
this is not a co-incidence?
Perhaps the most intriguing find in
the dig’s first phase however was
the discovery of a well-preserved Roman burial. The grave was lined with stones
with the head placed between the feet. [Ed: That’s our dramatic cover photo!]
This form of inhumation is less common but not unusual, particularly amongst
Roman settlements with little or
no Christian influence, which fits
our timeline, as in the 1st and
2nd centuries Christianity was still
a minority sect in the Roman
Empire.
Originally thought to be evidence
of brutal execution, many
historians now believe that the
decapitation of a corpse was
rather a post-mortem ritual.
Several theories have arisen as to
what the purpose of such a ritual
might be.
As the Romans believed that the
human soul was contained in the
skull, perhaps they believed that
by decapitating a corpse they
would placate the soul and
prevent their spirit from walking
on earth, or maybe removing the
head from the body was thought
to release the soul and so speed
their passage to the afterlife.
There is currently no way of
knowing for certain.
I learned in an exclusive interview
with John Boothroyd, the site manager, that in the second phase of work a
further seven burials were identified (see picture above), one being the burial of
a juvenile dating back to the Iron Age. The discovery of the burials, coupled with
the existing history of Roman artefacts found in Hook Norton, may indicate that
Hook Norton was not only a bypass on the Over Norton to Warmington Roman
road but a rural Roman settlement itself.

The presence of a corn drier and several building remains (see pictures below)
suggests the processing of grain, either for consumption or trade. It is possible
that the site may have fallen within the agricultural grounds of a nearby villa in
Wigginton or possibly another, closer villa which is yet to be discovered.

These new Roman finds do, however, beg a very interesting question. When
added to those already made, do they suggest that Hooky was a significant
centre of settlement much earlier than we have thought?
Whether or not these new discoveries point to a more significant older settlement
date within the village that has yet to be found, I can now look at Hook Norton
with new eyes.
Now, not only do I prize the post-medieval history which is written in every stone
of the village centre, but I also think of the history beneath its pavements, of the
bones of our ancestors, silently waiting for discovery, and the trappings of their
lives littering the subterranean landscape.
How many other treasures, I wonder, are hidden beneath our soil?
Thanks to Oxford Archaeology for use of their report and especially to John
Boothroyd for kindly supplying additional information and some photos, thanks
also to John McCormick for other photos and to Don Ratcliffe for reviewing the
text.
If you want to know more, the full excavation report(s) will be in the village
museum, and available at www.hook-norton.org.uk/history/before-writtenrecords/.
Editor’s note: This is an exciting find, but please don’t go to the site, the finds
have either been removed or have been preserved and capped, they are under
houses now, there is nothing to see any more, and there is nothing that can now
be accessed.

SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors, and Working Group Assignments are:
(*Co-opted)
Amanda Watkins, Chair
amanda.watkins@hnpc.org.uk
War Memorial Hall
Allison Hicks, Vice-Chair allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and Allotments
Environment
Nathan Matthews
nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk
Charles Henderson
charles.henderson@hnpc.org.uk
Recreation
Danny Duggan*
danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and Allotments
Derek Brotherston*
derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk
War Memorial Hall
Recreation
Janeen Wilson*
janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk
Diana Porter*
diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk
Environment
Peter Lewis*
peter.lewis@hnpc.org.uk
War Memorial Hall
Jonathan Muller*
jonathan.muller@hnpc.org.uk
Cemetery and Allotments
David Shepherd*
david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk
Environment
Parish Clerk
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
Remembrance Day at Hook Norton War Memorial Hall:
Amanda Watkins, Chair of the Parish Council writes: ‘The Parish Council would like to
thank everyone who was involved in making our Remembrance Day at the War Memorial
Hall on Saturday, 10 November such a success.
Particular thanks must go to Tim Burchell for overseeing the improvements to the
Memorial Garden (supported by Keith Saunders, Wendy Gordon, Adam Burchell and
Shirley Ingham); Pete Watkins for organising the schedule for the day; Joe at The Village
Shop, Henry at the Butchers, and Sainsbury’s in Chipping Norton for donating all the
refreshments, along with the WI for their help in serving them (Paula Clarke, Sue Harris
and Sheila Ryder) and Pete Lewis for overseeing it all; Andy Horne for the eye catching
posters; The Village Museum for their display; Hook Norton Primary School for their
competition entries; Simon Mead, Pete Watkins and David Kirk for their musical
contributions; Hook Norton Literature Group, led by John Wheatley, and Fran Kirk for
their readings; Hook Norton History Group led by Donald Ratcliffe for their informative
talks; Major Bruce Ekman and Captain Matt Barton RLC for the planting of the
commemorative tree (and Jenny Mead for ensuring that this went ahead); Chris Alcock
from Hook Norton Brass Band for playing The Last Post; and everyone who gave of their
time to help to organise it, make cakes or turn up to support it. Thank you one and all.’
Hook Norton War Memorial Hall in Chapel Street is available for hire. It has recently
been refurbished and repainted inside and out. A large, fully-equipped kitchen is available
for catering and tables and new banqueting chairs are included in the hire. The fee for
local groups or for children’s parties/christenings is £12.50 per hour. Please contact me
for more details and for available dates.
Allotments: If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact me,
giving your name, address and telephone number.
Dogs: Dog owners are asked to keep their dogs on leads in the cemetery and play area.
The Parish Council has provided a number of dog bins. Please use them to dispose of
excrement left by your animal. To report an offence, visit
www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
War Memorial Hall Accounts 2017–2018: details of the audited accounts for 2017–
2018 have been sent to the Charity Commission.
Internal Auditor 2018-2019: The Parish Council has appointed Mr David Ralls of
Banbury as Internal Auditor of the Parish Council and War Memorial Hall Accounts for
2018-2019.
Precept 2019–2020: at the Parish Council meeting on 8 November, Councillors agreed
that the Parish Council Precept for 2019–2020 should remain at £80k.
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,

rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
May I remind you to visit Compton Verney to enjoy the ‘Whistler and Nature’ before
it closes on 16 December. If you choose a day of sunshine, as I did, the beauty of
the grounds, the restored Chapel and the redesigned British Folk Art Collection, all
add to a most pleasant outing.
With Folk Art in mind, the Royal Academy presents an extraordinary exhibition of
art and culture from the Pacific. Set sail to Mayfair before 10 December and ‘be cast
away on these isles of wonder’ in ‘Oceania’. A fascinating experience.
A catchy headline ‘The Ultimate Art Cocktail’, is set to entice us to the National
Gallery (until 27 January). Last year the Gallery showed the rivalry of Michelangelo
and Sebastiano, united against Raphael. Now we can see two more competing
Renaissance masters, Andrea Mantegna and Giovanni Bellini, set against each
other; their work is truly compelling and magnificent.
At the National: from a major exhibition of Lorenzo Lotto in Madrid’s Prado, a much
smaller version is on show until 10 February. Many male artists are good at painting
beautiful young women, but few at depicting men in their old age! The last room is
filled with the battered and wistful faces of a generation that has survived
everything the fates have thrown at them; perhaps that why I like him!
With these images in mind, I will bravely mention the Klimt/Schiele exhibition at the
Royal Academy. Not for the fainthearted, an encounter with two of the most popular
representatives of Viennese modernism. Their portraits are intimate, revealing and
undoubtedly shocking but also, most vital. It closes on 3 February.
Another more local and, I must say, quite delightful exhibition is at the Holburne
Museum at Bath, running to 20 January. ‘Gainsborough and the Theatre’ provides
an intimacy of portraits of theatrical gems. I love the tit-bit on the artist’s painting
of Mrs Siddons; Gainsborough is reported to have struggled with her nose.
‘Confound it!’ he exclaimed, ‘There is no end to it.’
There are some tough new plays to see: first Martin McDonagh’s ‘A Very Very Very
Dark Matter’ at London’s The Bridge. We see an excellent Jim Broadbent as the
cruel, racist and, at times, hilarious Hans Christian Anderson – not least in his
encounter with Charles Dickens (played by an exuberant Phil Daniels) – whom he
keeps calling Darwin. Not for the children!
A favourite playwright of mine is David Hare but the reviews of his latest, ‘I’m Not
Running’ – at the National until 31 January – are not overwhelmingly good. The play
is about the Labour party in 2018 and with Hare’s track record of political
masterpieces is should be a winner – we must see for ourselves. The new
production at the National’s Olivier Theatre of ‘Antony and Cleopatra’ (to 19
January) is certainly a winner. Starring Ralph Fiennes and Sophie Okonedo, it allows
you to forget the battles and politics and put romance centre-stage.
My concession to the pantomime season is at the RSC Stratford and David Edgar’s
new production of ‘A Christmas Carol’- a festive tale of redemption and compassion.
Suitable for all those over seven years-and children go at half-price. Runs to Jan 20.
And so to music: in Oxford Town Hall on 14 January the Philharmonic Orchestra
perform Bach (Concerto for two violins), Schumann’s Piano Concerto in A minor
Op54 and Beethoven’s great Symphony No 3 in E flat major Op55. Not a bad start
for 2019! However I am delighted to end with the Chipping Norton Choral Society’s
15 December Concert in St Mary’s Church Banbury. Elgar’s ‘Music Makers’ and
Vaughan Williams’ ‘Dona Nobis Pacem’, accompanied by the Cheltenham Chamber
Orchestra; not a bad musical way to end 2018! Every good wish and thank you for
reading my notes throughout the year
John Wheatley
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY HOUSING PROJECT
At the end of August 2018, we selected
Charlie Luxton Design as the architectural
designers of the Project and, in September,
37 of the people interested in living in the
homes were invited to participate in a
Community Housing Vision & Design
workshop. This proved a creative and lively
meeting where the community and the
designers collaborated on ideas that will
inform the initial design and layout of the site.
The designers presented a set of visual
possibilities for the project, then listened to
the wide-ranging needs of the community –
from detailed daily living requirements to imaginative suggestions for the communal
facilities. Once again, it was impressive how thoughtful and vibrant the discussions
were, culminating in a dynamic exchange of views that were captured on film by
Antenna Films for Channel 4. We had enthusiastic feedback from those present, and
many found the question of what we need (as opposed to what we would like)
thought-provoking and stimulating. The architectural designers went away
brimming with information and are presently working on three different solutions to
the challenge, and gathering technical expertise that will inform the feasibility
study.
We have commissioned land, contamination and flood surveys to be carried out on
the site, which is completely overgrown and in order for them to be implemented
successfully a pathway needed to be cleared. The fabulous Green Gym responded to
the challenge and, in another example of community activity, cheerfully hacked
their way through the inhospitable brambles, and opened up an entire footpath
adjacent to the all-weather pitch. At least fifteen lost footballs were unearthed from
the tangled branches!
Cherwell District Council own the land for the project and we
meet regularly with members of their Housing Strategy team,
who are supportive of the project. They provide valuable
advice, have been to Hooky to visit the site and are helping to
prepare a detailed report to be assessed by their senior
executives. This will hopefully enable us to decide the terms
of the transfer of the land to a newly formed Community Land
Trust that will be set up to deliver and run the project. It is
great to report that Councillors John Donaldson and Hugo
Brown attended our most recent meeting and confirmed their
backing for community-led housing which has provided an
encouraging and positive boost for the Hook Norton project.
The next step is to complete the feasibility study in December, and analyse the
potential costs in detail. We recently viewed the architectural designer’s provisional
site designs and layout, illustrating options for different sizes and density of the
homes. It was exciting to see some of the community ideas such as a communal
meeting space and shared plant growing areas come to life. As a result, the project
now seems a step closer to realisation and, as soon as the designs are developed,
we will share them with the community.
Cathy Ryan & Tim Lunel, Project Managers, catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069
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BAPTIST BANTER
The colourful leaves are now dropping to the
ground and with the clocks now aligned to GMT
the nights are drawing in earlier in the evening.
Christmas decorations are already in the shops
as they now focus on the last few weeks of
trading of the year in the hope of a bumper
season. The competition to create the most
heart-warming TV advert is well underway
leading us all to think about love this Christmas.
It is love that motivates us to give presents to
those whom we love and care for, although
sometimes we give out of a sense of duty or tradition, but mostly it is because we
love. It is not the monetary value of the gift that counts, it is the cost – the effort
taken in choosing the right gift for the person, the time in making or buying the gift,
the care and attention in the wrapping of the gift, the spirit in which the gift is
given. All these make the gift worth so much more than its price tag!
Now a gift must be received, because it is of no use to choose, create or buy the
gift, wrap it up nicely and then leave it in a cupboard. The gift must be given, and
the recipient must receive it, unwrap it and accept the gift inside. I don’t think
many folks would leave a Christmas present under the Christmas tree for long, and
not many would give it back unless their relationship with the giver had broken
down.
The Holy Bible is all about God’s love for us; the Old Testament is a love story
between God and his Chosen People, the Israelites (the Jews); and the New
Testament is the love story between God and us, the Gentiles (non-Jews). You see,
we were created by God because He loves us, every one of us. There is no one He
doesn’t love! In fact, He loves us, ‘the world’, so much ‘that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.’
(John 3:16).
Jesus is a very special gift given to everyone so that we may be reconciled to our
Heavenly Father, because he loves us that so much! Now, just like any other gift,
we need to receive it, unwrap it and accept it, and not leave it wrapped under the
Christmas tree. My prayer for you and your loved ones this Christmas is that you
will see through all the commercialism, all the materialism and see the true
meaning of Christmas. It is a time of giving through love, because God first gave us
his son, Jesus, because he loves us. Jesus is the Christ in the Christmas!
When we accept the gift God has given us – Jesus – we receive a new life of hope
and purpose, a life we can live to the full. Who would not want to accept that gift?
Come along to our Advent and Christmas services this Christmas to hear more
about God’s gift to you. He is lovingly waiting to hear from you.
Sunday, 16 December, 10.30am: Christmas Family Service
Sunday, 23 December, 10.30am: Carol Service with a difference!
Christmas Day,

10.00am: Jesus’ Birthday Celebration Service

Details on: www.hook-norton-baptist-church.org.uk. We look forward to seeing you!
Pastor Peter Brookes, hookypastor@gmail.com

@HookyPastor
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence

GPs, Physios, Pilates teachers and Personal trainers amongst his clients.
Results achieved at your home
Weight Management, Over 45s & Ladies Exercise, Injury and Nutrition
www.alangordon-health.co.uk

alangordonhealth@aol.com

Member of
British Association of Sport and Exercise Sciences
Clinical Exercise Physiology Association
Gait and Clinical Movement Analysis Society
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NEWS FROM HOOKY VET
Arthritis Awareness
As the nights draw in and get steadily colder,
thoughts at HNVG turn to our senior pets and
how we can help them to cope during the
next few months. Cold and wet weather can
cause a lot of distress, especially for those
with arthritis. It is common in older pets, as
joint function deteriorates with age (it can
also affect younger animals if they have joint or bone development issues),
reducing your pet’s mobility.
Symptom Spotting
Some symptoms of arthritis can often be misconstrued as ‘laziness’.

Cats

Dogs

Grumpy & less tolerable

Grumpy & less tolerable

Reduced or no grooming

Clingy, anxious & needing reassurance

Swollen joints

Chewing/licking – sometimes sore spots

Limping or stiffness

Limping, esp. after lying or long exercise

Reluctant to jump onto walls etc.

Struggles to climb stairs or in/out of car

Incorrect use of litter tray

Twitchy when stroked

The good news is that there are many effective ways arthritis can be treated to help
increase mobility, ensuring they have a more comfortable, better quality of life.
Whilst there are different medical options that can be appropriate for your pet (your
vet will advise what is best), there are various things you as an owner can do to
help.
Weight Management
Ensuring your pet eats properly and exercises regularly will help to reduce the
progression of arthritis. If your pet is over-weight, discuss with your vet an ideal
weight and a suitable diet plan. As with human food, there are now many healthy
low-fat diet options for our four-legged friends. For an over-weight animal with
arthritis, weight loss can dramatically improve their quality of life.
Exercise
When it comes to exercise, generally little and often is likely to be better than very
long walks. If you are putting excessive stress on arthritic joints by taking long
strenuous walks, your pet is more likely to limp and suffer from stiffness. Using a
dog coat or fleece on cold wet days will help to keep stiff joints warm. If you have a
dog, swimming is a great way to exercise them without impacting their arthritic
joints. If you are interested in finding your nearest pet hydrotherapy pool, speak to
your vet.
When it is cold and wet outside, ensuring your home is warm will greatly improve
your pet’s mobility. Providing a soft, comfortable bed will help to take pressure off
your dog’s joints when they are resting. Ramps up any stairs they need to climb, or
to help them into the car, will also benefit your dog if they are suffering from
arthritis. It is advisable to discuss the range of treatment and therapy options
available with your vet. This will ensure you are providing the best level of comfort
and care for your pet.
Verity Ramus, Hook Norton Veterinary Group
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

01295 788845
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CHRISTMAS BONUS QUIZ ANSWERS
Twelve Anagrams of Christmas - answers
1. DRASTIC CHARMS
CHRISTMAS CARD
2. EASTERN SOGGINESS
SEASONS GREETINGS
3. WAVED STYLE
TWELVE DAYS
4. MERCHANTS PERSIST
CHRISTMAS PRESENT
5. A CLASS AUNT
SANTA CLAUS
6. COLTS ARMCHAIRS
CHRISTMAS CAROL
7. LIGHT TENNIS
SILENT NIGHT
8. A KITSCH SCREAM
CHRISTMAS CAKE
9. TRY OUR STEAK
ROAST TURKEY
10. DIG ANY BOX
BOXING DAY
11. RAREST CHEMIST
CHRISTMAS TREE
12. WINE THEMES
THE WISE MEN
Twelve Languages of Christmas - answers
1. NADOLIG LLAWEN
WELSH
2. HYVÄÄ JOULUA
FINNISH
3. ΚΑΛΑ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥΓΕΝΝΑ
GREEK
4. JOYEUX NOEL
FRENCH
5. FROHE WEIHNACHTEN
GERMAN
6. NADELIK LOWEN
CORNISH
7. BUON NATALE
ITALIAN
8. FELIZ NAVIDAD
SPANISH
9. FELIZ NATAL
PORTUGUESE
10. СЧАСТЛИВОЕ РОЖДЕСТВО RUSSIAN
11. GLÆDELIG JUL
DANISH
12. FIJNE KERSTDAGEN
DUTCH

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days

Times

Breakfast Club

Monday–Friday

7.30-9am

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

Costs
88p per
15 minutes
£17.00

Pick Up from Nursery

Monday–Friday

11.30am

£2.50

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£2.50

Take to Nursery

Monday–Friday

12.30pm

£2.50

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

£17.00

Pick Up from School

Monday–Friday

3.15-4pm

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£2.50
£1.25 per
15 minutes

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
The school has continued to be a hive of activity, with
a rich and varied curriculum to inspire our children. Y6
had an amazing, interactive heart workshop led by the
Heart Research UK. This included a virtual journey
through the heart!
Y3 had a wonderful visit to Hill End where they lived
as Stone Age people for the day, building shelters and
making spears and bread. Y5 enjoyed a brilliant week
at Liddington, challenging themselves and tackling
many new things, including, for some, being away
from home for the first time. Y6 children took part in
the U11s Hockey and football tournaments at Chipping
Norton School.
We have welcomed the Swedish-exchange children
and teachers to our school. They had a day at the
Black Country Living Museum, experiencing life as a child in the 19th century. This
included attending a Victorian school, going down the mines, watching the
blacksmith work and imagining life in a back-to-back house.
Y6 had a well-being workshop with the Make Me Smile charity, to support good
mental health. Our Y6 children then led a Make me
Smile mental health workshop for Y4s, which was
extremely well done and appreciated by the younger
children.
The whole school came together for an
‘Understanding Christianity Day’ to introduce the
children to a new resource that develops their
comprehension of Christian beliefs and practice.
Thanks to the commitment and support of our
fantastic team of volunteers, the Gardening Club have
now achieved all five levels of the RHS Schools
Awards in just one year! Our new raised beds and
greenhouse produced a huge range of fruit,
vegetables and flowers this year.
The school has also supported a number of charities:
September was Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
and, to raise money for Children’s Cancer and
Leukaemia Group, Hook Norton Primary went Gold! Everyone came blinged up to
raise funds for this charity, which is close to our hearts. In October, we had a lovely
Harvest Service, and parents and children were incredibly generous, donating a
mountain of food for Banbury Foodbank. The school also marked 100 years since
the end of the First World War with a Remembrance service and very enthusiastic
poppy selling (and other related items) for the British Legion.
Reminder: Senior members of the community are invited to a Christmas Tea and
to watch our KS1 Nativity, Friday 7 December at 1.30pm; please let us know if you
are coming. It is also our Christmas Fair on Thursday 13 December, 3.15–6.00pm.
There is a range of local crafters selling their wares, as well as Father Christmas in
his special grotto, tombolas, raffle, cakes, mulled wine, games etc. Come along and
join in the festive fun!
Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, 737379, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

OCTOBER QUIZ SOLUTION – LOST CHORDS
Thank you to the seven readers who entered the prize quiz in the October edition.
Carol Cooke was drawn out at as the winning entry at the service on 4 November,
and received a £7 cash prize.
The answers:
Lynyrd Skynyrd sang about a sweet home. Where?

Alabama

Patrick Swayze and Demi Moore made pottery to this tune. Unchained Melody
What confectionery did Caractacus Potts invent by accident Toot Sweets
in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang?
Which Irish band released its first album ‘Boy’ in October

U2

1980?
‘These Days’ was a 2018 number one hit by Rudimental,

Macklemore

featuring Jess Glynne, Dan Caplan and which other artist??
‘We’re no strangers to love’ is the first line of which 1987
hit?

Never Gonna Give You
Up

Who sang the theme song to James Bond’s Skyfall?

Adele

Where did Jimmy Osmond’s long haired lover come from?

Liverpool

Which bread product sang behind Martha on Echo Beach?

Muffins

In 1979, how did Pink Floyd refer to teachers in a school?

Another Brick in the
Wall

Who, in 1983, sang about 99 red balloons?

Nena

Lyngstad, Andersson, Ulvaeus and Faltskog are collectively Abba
better known as what?
Why didn’t Slade laugh at you in 1971?

Coz I Luv You

And the final question…
Which iconic band recorded the song discovered from the answers? The Kinks
Kevin Hope
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ANNUAL MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING

On a bright, sunny day back on Friday 5 October, we held our annual MacMillan
Coffee Morning in St Peter’s Church. The setting was perfect for the event and many
people came to support. A great array of cakes were on offer with tea and coffee to
accompany. We had our usual raffle, and Christmas cards were on sale (often
people comment that this is the place that they always purchase their first
Christmas cards!)
Many thanks to all those who supported this very worthwhile event. The total raised
was:
Raffle: £147.00, Donations for coffee and cake: £176.53 and Christmas
cards: £295.60, which makes a tremendous total of £619.13.
Julie Wood
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CHIPPING NORTON THEATRE PRESENTS ALADDIN
And so panto has begun! After weeks of late
nights and early mornings we have done it –
the show is LIVE. We are really proud of what
we’ve achieved and just can’t wait for you to
see it.
If you haven’t booked your panto tickets
already, fear not, we do have some tickets still
available. But I’d recommend booking your
seats soon, as the shows are filling up fast.
You can book online
(www.chippingnortontheatre.com) or over the
phone with our Box Office Team: 642350.
Just to whet your appetite, here is a snap from
rehearsals and a snazzy shot of Jasmine and

Aladdin in full costume! I hope you
enjoy and we look forward to
welcoming you to The Theatre
soon.
Yvonne Ridley, Marketing
Manager

WWI REMEMBERED
Last month was the 100th anniversary of the Armistice that resulted in the end of
the ‘Great War’. In 2014, I produced a booklet about those with a connection to the
village who lost their lives during the conflict. During the course of my research I
found that, having looked at the 1911 Census, there were 241 males born between
1868 and 1900 – the age to, perhaps, have seen wartime service. 27 men born in
Hook Norton gave their lives in the conflict, which equates to roughly 10% of those
who were eligible for service. Who were the other 90%, and what tales did they
have to tell of their time during the war? Did they tell them, or were they like so
many that they never talked about what they had seen?
It would be good to attempt to extend the project and build up a picture of those
who did return, maybe not unscathed, but to resume their lives, however long or
short they may have been. I know of at least two from my earlier research who
made it through the war but there must be others. If anyone reading this had a
relative with a Hooky connection who served and survived, I shall be grateful to
hear from you, even if it is just a name, as I can endeavour to add more from
online research.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
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DO YOU RUN A VILLAGE CLUB/SOCIETY?
If so, do you have an entry in the village directory – making sure that both existing
residents and new arrivals know that you exist and can contact you? If not, please
make sure you get added to the next edition by contacting me with before 31
December with all the relevant contact details. The form is on page 37.
If you already have an entry, please write and confirm the existing details.
There is no charge for local voluntary groups. Thank you.
Diana Barber, bar4ber@gmail.com

WILDLIFE NOTES
Last time I mentioned that Elaine
Griggs had a hornet nest in her
allotment shed.
I am pleased to report that they have
all left or died off and Elaine can now
get back into her shed and gain access
to her tools once more. The photo
shows the nest after the hornets’
departure.
Terry Swainbank has informed me that
there are several species of bat in Hook
Norton. He has acquired a bat detector
which, used with a smart phone, gives
the id and GPS coordinates of any bats
in the vicinity. One evening on a walk
around the village he discovered
common pipistrelles at the bottom of
Bell Hill, on Sibford Road near the
school and on Bourne View. He also
logged a brown long eared bat close to
the school. Not content with bats, Terry also saw his
first hummingbird hawkmoth in their garden.
In the past, herons have been seen close to the Rop
Stream and other areas of water in and around the
village. On a recent visit to Birmingham I spotted this
heron on the canal bank. Hoping that it would not fly
away I stalked it and got fairly close to obtain this
photograph. Having achieved this some passing
cyclists told me that most of the herons on the canal
are so used to people that they just stand there
completely unmoved!
Another year of Wildlife Notes comes to a close.
Thanks very much to all of you have sent me photos,
told me about sightings or told of places to visit to
see wildlife. This is very much your column in the
newsletter so please continue sending me details of
your sightings for the 2019 newsletters.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793
hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Opening Hours: Monday
2.00pm – 5.00pm
6.00pm – 7.00pm*
Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm
(*volunteers only)
Friday
2.00pm – 5.00pm
6.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday
9.30am – 12.30pm
What’s on at Hook Norton Library:
19 December: Christmas Tea & Cake (£1 donation), 2.30-4pm.
19 December: Family History Helpdesk from 2.30pm. Book your free 1-1 session.
Free 1-1 digital helper sessions at Hook Norton Library. If you’d like help getting
started with computers or want to get more out of your digital devices, please
contact the library for more details/to make a booking. Use library computers or
bring you own laptop/tablet.
Saturday 22 December: Christmas Storytime and Drop in craft activities.
Storytime at 10.30am, with drop in craft activities laid out for children in the Library
Reading Room until 12:00 noon.
Library Lego Club for children 5-11: Lego Club will restart in the New Year.
Thank you, Hook Norton Brewery, for your kind and generous donation to library.
This is given to the Friends of Hook Norton Community Library. The money will be
used throughout the year to fund story times and events for the younger readers.
It’s wonderful to be invited to the presentation evening, and humbling to hear about
the inspirational work of many of the other charities. Hearing about these charities
and the impact they have on their communities, inevitably makes me reflect on the
role of the library in the community. Libraries aren’t just buildings full of dusty
books. They provide information and support, free access to the Internet. Libraries
are safe, inclusive communal spaces, where everyone is welcome. Whether you use
the library or not, it’s there for you all. It belongs to you. Come in and ask if you
think we can help: if your printer has broken; to use free Wi-Fi; if you’re struggling
to find information or need help with digital devices. If you want a chat and cuppa,
come to Tea & Cakes or join us at one of the free sessions and events. You’d be
most welcome.
Happy Christmas to you all. To existing customers and to all the new customers we
look forward to welcoming in 2019.
Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager

A DATE FOR YOUR 2019 DIARY
Friday 7 June
SUMMER BALL
St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton
Remember the last one? This will be even better!
And if you haven’t been before, we promise you a great evening.
More to follow in the next Village Newsletter
Rita & Kevin
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
At the time of writing, the results of the Floodlit
Banbury league matches were: A team 6th in Div 1; B
team 2nd in Div 2; C team 1st in Div 4.
Junior coaching sessions are happening up to
Saturday 15 December. Contact Marc Gilkes for further
details.
The Tots (3–5 year olds) and Mini Red (5–8 year olds)
coaching sessions will be moving indoors to the Hook Norton Primary School, in the
hall, in January until Easter. The Mini Orange (8–9 year olds), Mini Green (10+ year
olds) and Junior (11+ year olds) sessions will remain outdoors at the tennis club.
Events: The fun tournament and the men’s tournament scheduled for September
and October had to be cancelled because of bad weather.
On 11 October we held
an end of season social
at the Sports & Social
Club, with music from
The Peas. It was a great
evening – thanks to
Judy, Bethan, Rebecca,
Markus and the
committee.
New Racquet
Stringing Service: For
all your stringing needs
(a variety of strings and
colours – also grips),
contact Faith Heron 07771 904905 (preferably text message) or email
faith.heron@gmail.com. Prices from £20.
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 /
baselinecoaching@outlook.com. To play in a team or for more information contact
Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons@me.com or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hooknortontennis.com
Elaine Priestley

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
July:
£100: D Shepley Cuthbert / £25: S Ferguson / £25: H Fraser
August:
£100: J Acreman / £25: Lady S Wright / £25: D Shepley Cuthbert
September: £100: J Dudek / £25: J Page / £25: M Powell
October:
£100: A Powell / £25: M Ricardo / £25: B Acreman

DO YOU HAVE A PHOTO?
…that would look stunning on the front of the annual Village Directory? We like to
use a village scene or something eye-catching that is symbolic of village life. If yes,
please send it to me for consideration – it will be credited in the Directory. With
your permission, any that are not chosen will also be considered for future covers of
the newsletter. Thank you.
Diana Barber, bar4ber@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Chipping Norton Choral Society
with the Cheltenham Chamber Orchestra
conducted by Peter Hunt, will be performing
Elgar's The Music Makers
and Vaughan Williams's Dona Nobis Pacem
at St Mary's Church, Banbury
on Saturday 15 December at 7.30pm
Tickets: £15 (under-16 free), from tickets@cncs.org.uk, Jaffe & Neale
Bookshop, Chipping Norton or on the door. More info: www.cncs.org.uk

Public Message from
Hook Norton Sports & Social Club Committee
It is with great regret that the committee has felt obliged to ask that dog
owners must now stop using the Sports and Social Club grounds for walking
and exercising their animals.
Despite notices about keeping them on leads, reminders to pick up after them
and the provision of a dog waste bin right by the driveway entrance, there is a
minority that ignores all of these things.
There is a clearly evidenced and established link between dog mess and
Toxocariasis – Google it if you don’t believe me – and one the greatest areas
of risk is sports fields. As they are full of enthusiastic small children and
volunteer coaches who don’t always have time to scour an entire pitch for
foulness before kick-off, or the first over bowled, we are putting our children
at risk if we do not take action.
We are very sorry for the inconvenience some may feel we have caused, but a
small minority have ruined this privileged use of, after all, private land –
(leased and paid for at considerable expense by the members of each sporting
section) – for other, more responsible visitors. We live in a rural area, and are
surrounded by some great and easily accessible walks which do not involve
putting children’s health at risk.
Unfortunately this will also impact canine visitors to football and cricket
matches until further notice, so if you’re coming to watch your favourite
team, please leave the pooches at home.
Many thanks for your understanding.
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Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP
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ALTZHEIMER’S SOCIETY - FUNDRAISER UPDATE
She did it!
A huge THANKS to Tina for
succeeding in achieving
her goal of running four
half-marathons in four
months, to raise funds –
and awareness – for
Altzheimer’s Society. And
a massive THANK YOU to
all you wonderful people
who sponsored her and
have donated to the cause.
My JustGiving page, will
remain open to donations
until the end of November,
by which time I will have
collected the last of the
sponsor money. So far,
collectively, we have
raised a fantastic £203.00!
Thank you all.
JustGiving:
www.justgiving.com/fundr
aising/Wendy-Gordon4
Sadly, my mother
continues to deteriorate but, by the time this goes to press, she should be attending
a day care centre with specially trained staff who are experienced in caring for
Altzheimer’s sufferers. At this point in her illness it’s all about quality of life while
she can still enjoy the ‘here and now’.
Wendy Gordon
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The local history group is one third of the way through its 2018/19 programme. So
far we have heard about Christmas in the 17th century, the Victoria County History
and the origins of Oxford University.
Our meeting on 4 December continues the Oxford theme. Ben Ford will be talking
about the excavations that took place in Westgate, Oxford when the centre was
modernised. This should be a fascinating talk with details of some of the artefacts
that were found and other archaeological discoveries. As this is our Christmas
meeting there will be mince pies and wine served afterwards.
Looking forward to January, Hooky's very own Alasdair Brown will be speaking
about regional accents and dialects. This is on 8 January. Please note we are not
meeting on New Year's Day!
Meetings are held in the Baptist Church Hall on Netting Street starting at 7.30pm.
More information about the group can be obtained from me.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

HOOK NORTON WI
Our guest speaker in September was Irene Tyack, whose talk was called ‘The Yellow Hat
Tribe’. When we booked her, we did not have any idea what she would be talking about.
We discovered that she was an artist. She told us about her early life, and how she
became an artist. Her early years were spent in a tiny village in Herefordshire. She had a
love of painting.
However, the first big thing she painted was a little boy all over! She entertained us with
many amusing tales of her life, and some of the scrapes that she had experienced with
her father who was an alcoholic. She left home at 15 and made her own way in the
world. She had married (to Vince, an ostrich farmer!) at 19 and had five children by the
time she was 25. She had worked on a farm, potato and fruit picking. She told us many
tales of her early life and how all she ever wanted to do was paint. The Yellow Hat Tribe
began as a doodle on the back of an envelope: tiny, crazy people, wearing yellow hats.
She now has a gallery at which she exhibits and sells her work, with each painting
showing one or more of these little people on it. She was very entertaining and could be
described as the art worlds answer to Pam Ayres –without the poems.
Our meeting in October was about ‘Tales from the Wychwood Forest’, by Valerie Burton.
We heard about the history of the forest, bounded by the rivers Glyme, Evenlode and
Windrush; how it was a royal hunting forest where deer, wild boar and hares were
hunted – and how the poor were severely punished for poaching. We heard about local
traditions and customs, such as the annual fair which took place in the forest; also the
Woodstock Mock Mayor making in Old Woodstock, the Ascot Martyrs rebellion in Chipping
Norton and some of the local characters, which included highwaymen. Valerie also told
some creepy tales of ghosts in Minster Lovell Hall.
Our Christmas shopping trip was to Cheltenham and members had a good day.
We congratulated Alrys and John as they celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary,
and presented Alrys with a basket of golden flowers, provided by Sheila. Maureen has
now moved to a home near her daughter in Sheffield. We hope to be able to give her a
proper fond farewell next time she visits the village, and we acknowledged all the work
she has done for the WI over many years, and wish her a happy life in Sheffield.
As we look forward to Christmas, we have our lunch on 4 December at The Gate Hangs
High. Husbands/partners are welcome, so do get in touch if you would like to join us. You
can find us on our website. Our Christmas Party afternoon is on 18 December, when we
will be entertained once more by the Ukelele Group.
Margaret Gardner and Chris Town
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Sewing for you
Frances Williams
Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making
& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297 Mobile: 07964 691274

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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2˧˥˨ff  HOOK NORTON RAINBOWS
The autumn term proved to be a busy
and exciting one for our Rainbows unit.
We enjoyed trips to the Rollright
Stones, where three of the girls made
their Rainbows promise, and to Pets at
Home in Banbury, where we handled
and learned about a variety of small
creatures. We also had a number of
visitors to our meetings at the Baptist
Church including Fran Kirk, who did a
yoga session with the girls; the First
Responders, who provided an overview
of their role and showed everyone their
equipment; and Stephanie Klejdys from
Incredible Edible Hooky, who did
several activities with the girls. On 11
November, we participated in the
Remembrance Sunday parade. Nearly
all of the girls attended, marching
proudly to the Service of Remembrance
where they listened attentively and
joined the other Girlguiding and Scouts
groups in singing a medley. Imogen
Muller represented the Rainbows in a prayer reading, and our flag was carried to
the church by Izzy Larkin, supported by Elodie Thompson and Ella Moulder. By the
time this newsletter goes to print, we will have enjoyed another crafting session and
a disco party with the other Guide units. We look forward to returning in the New
Year, when we will have space for some new Rainbows. If you know anyone who
anyone who might be interested in joining, please let me know, or register your
interest at girlguiding.org.uk.
Kate Farmiloe, Rosie Jones, Heather Sharp,
07890 135277, hnrainbows@gmail.com
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DECEMBER/JANUARY VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday

10:00 AM
7.00 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
3:30 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:30 PM

Font Café
Hooky Harriers
Still Waters Cafe
Health Walk
Jam Club
Stay and Play Toddler Group
Font Café
Live music night
Quiz night

St Peters
Sports & Social Club
Baptist Hall
Doctors’ Surgery
Primary School
Baptist Hall
St Peters
Sun Inn
Pear Tree Inn

SPECIFIC EVENTS - DECEMBER
Date Day

01
02
02
04
04
05
06
06
07
08
10
12
12
13
13
16
16
18
19
20
21
22
22
23
23
23
24
24
25
25
25
26
26
27
27
27

Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

Time

19:30
14:00
15:00
12:00
19:30
15:30
09:00
19:00
13:30
19:00
19:30
14:30
18:00
15:15
19:30
10:30
10:30
14:00
15:00
09:00
17:00
10:30
10:30
17:00
18:30
17:00
23:30
10:00
10:00
15:30
10:30
19:00
19:30

Event

Location

Brass Band Christmas Concert
Playgroup Xmas Fayre
Christingle Service
WI Xmas Lunch
Local History Group
Lego Club
Rhythm Time Music
Alpha Course
School Nativity
Hook Norton Movie Night
Lunar Society
Reading Group
Open Tap Take Over
School Xmas Fair
Parish Council Meeting
Christmas Canter
Christmas Family Service
WI Meeting - Xmas Party
Tea and Cake at the Library
Rhythm Time Music
Junior Book Club
HN School Christmas Holiday
Xmas Storytime & Drop-in Crafts
Carol Service
Carols In the Village Square
Carol Service
Crib Service
Midnight Communion
Christmas Day Bank Holiday
Jesus’ Birthday Celebration Service
Birthday Celebration Service
Boxing Day Bank Holiday
Lego Club
Carry on Learning
Incredible Edible Get Together
Hooky Players Get Together

St Peter's
Playgroup Rooms
St Peter's
The Gate Hangs High
Baptist Hall
Library
School Study Centre
Baptist Church
Primary School
Memorial Hall
The Sun Inn
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
Primary School
Memorial Hall
Sports & Social Club
Baptist Church
Baptist Hall
Library
School Study Centre
Library
Library
Baptist Church
Outside Sun Inn
St Peter's
St Peters
St Peter's
Baptist Church
St Peter's
Library
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn
The Sun Inn
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - JANUARY
Date Day

01
02
03
05
08
09
09
09
10
14
15
16
16
17
18
18
19
19
23
23
26
30
30
31
31
31
31

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

Time

15:30
09:00
19:00
19:30
14:30
18:00
19:30
19:30
19:30
14:00
15:00
19:30
09:00
17:00
09:30
19:00
14:00
19:30
19:30
15:30
19:30
09:00
10:30
19:00
19:30

Event

New Year Bank Holiday
Lego Club
Rhythm Time Music
Hook Norton Movie Night
Local History Group
Reading Group
Open Tap Take Over
Hooky Singers
Parish Council Meeting
Lunar Society
WI Meeting
Tea and Cake at the Library
Hooky Singers
Rhythm Time Music
Junior Book Club
Newsletter Copy Deadline
Pop-Up Market
Hook Norton Movie Night
Craft & Chatter
Hooky Singers
Hooky Players Grand Variety Show
Lego Club
Hooky Singers
Rhythm Time Music
Carry on Learning
Incredible Edible Get Together
Hooky Players Get Together

Location

Library
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
St Peter's
Memorial Hall
The Sun Inn
Baptist Hall
Library
St Peter's
School Study Centre
Library
St Peter's
Memorial Hall
Library
St Peter's
Memorial Hall
Library
St Peter's
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn
The Sun Inn

HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON
Do you care about our local environment?
Are you a car user?
Why not volunteer for the Hooky Car Club?
Hooky Car Club allows local people to contribute
towards a more sustainable future. It helps to
reduce the number of cars in our community, and it provides options for lower
impact motoring, especially if you have a little-used second car. HNLC want to grow
the Hooky Car Club by increasing the number of users and the availability of
vehicles.
To grow the Hooky Car Club we need to know what potential users want and the
things that may be stopping them from joining at the moment. We also need to
raise awareness of the benefits of the Car Club and to help people understand the
real costs of private motoring. As a volunteer you could help us with market
research, the preparation of briefing notes or case studies and by supporting
promotional events and activities. Your time commitment is negotiable to suit and a
marketing budget is available.
If this could be you, please contact me. For more information about the Hooky Car
Club, see www.hn-lc.org.uk/hooky-car-club
Anthony Ackner, Club Coordinator, 07799 790041, carclub@hn-lc.org.uk
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WASTE-NOT: RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Welcome to a brand-new feature from Incredible Edible Hooky! As
well as being passionate about local, sustainable food, we want to make
sure we eat the produce we grow or buy.
To kick off, here is a recipe perfect for using up a variety of Christmas
left-overs. The recipe can be adapted to use all sorts of bits from the fridge after
the Christmas feasting. As well as the veggies, you can, of course, adds scraps of
cooked turkey, ham or other meats. Happy Christmas and Happy Cooking!
Christmas Leftovers Tart:
Ingredients:
�� 500g block of ready-made or home-made shortcrust pastry
�� 350g of any leftover cooked veggies (or cook them first) e.g. parsnips,
carrots, Brussels sprouts chopped into bite size pieces
�� 100g of any firm or semi-firm cheese e.g. cheddar, blue, goats…grated
�� 3 eggs, 150ml of milk
�� 225ml of single cream or less of double, and make up with more milk
�� Any left-over fresh herbs (optional)
Method
1. Set oven to 180 degrees C.
2. Roll out pastry to line a 23cm loose bottomed tin (around 4cm deep).
3. Prick the base and chill in fridge for around 15 mins.
4. Line the bottom with baking parchment and cover with baking/dried beans.
5. Bake for 20 mins, and then remove the beans and baking parchment and
bake for further 10 mins until the pastry is golden.
6. Fill the tart case with veggies.
7. Whisk the eggs, cream, milk, half the cheese and herbs together in a jug
and pour over the veggies to fill the tart.
8. Scatter over remaining cheese.
9. Return to oven for about 30–35 minutes until set in the middle.
10. Allow to cool in tin for 5–10 minutes and then remove from tin.
Sarah Morris, 737642, incredibleediblehooky@gmail.com
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
‘The only thing that you absolutely have to know is the
location of the library.’ Einstein’s words have not lost their
relevance in the modern world. Despite the instant access to
information available to everyone these days, libraries still
have a key role in providing a wide range of services to the
community. FOHNCL exists to ensure that our library in Hook
Norton continues to thrive for the benefit of everyone who
lives here.
It has been another successful year for us. Thanks to the
generosity of our members and donations from various
sources, including the Heath Allotment Trust, we have been
able to give our Library Manager, Karen Seymour, a total of £870 to spend on extra
books for the Library. This has made a noticeable improvement to the stock, which
has been commented on by users. We are very grateful for all the support we
continue to receive from individuals and local businesses.
Earlier in the year, the trustees of FOHNCL signed a new agreement with
Oxfordshire County Council to continue our contribution to Library costs. We have a
thriving team of 22 volunteers who assist our Library Manager, Karen; we even
have a waiting list of people who would like to become volunteers.
Our AGM in September was well attended and very positive in outlook. In October,
Sue Ditchfield and Pippa Cann represented FOHNCL at a Friends conference in
Oxford, arranged by the Library Service. The main benefit of this, perhaps, was to
show that OCC is committed to maintaining the Library Service in Oxfordshire, in
contrast to many other local authorities.
On behalf of the trustees of FOHNCL, I would like to wish all our members and
library users a very Merry Christmas. Our final Tea at the Library of 2018 will take
place on Wednesday 19 December at 2.30pm. It will offer an array of
homemade Christmas goodies for you to enjoy with a cup of tea or coffee, for a
mere £1 a head. Everyone is welcome.
If you would like to find out more about the work of FOHNCL or wish to join us,
please contact Sue Ditchfield on 737604.
Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the
following to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads collars - blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare
food - chews - brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date
wormer/flea treatments - toys - cat carriers etc. Anything you think would
make an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier. Anything not suitable will be
divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and Blue Cross Charity shops in
Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive them.
Hilary Wiseman, 737374

FROM THE REGISTERS
Sadly we report the death of Vera Wells. On behalf of the village we send
condolences to her family and friends.
The baptisms of Alfie Barbeary, Bella Blake and Maximilian Cooper Green recently
took place at St Peter’s. We wish them and their families joy and congratulations.
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REGENERATION; THAT’S THE NAME OF THE GAME!
Saturday’s (17 November) audience for ‘Music and Drama Evening’ were the first to
witness the regeneration of Hooky Players in its new dedication to the universe of
performing arts – just what the doctor ordered.
A warm and friendly atmosphere welcomed all to a light tapas supper, and local
songwriter Barney Newman and his music partner Tom Leary opened with selections
from the Americana songbook and Barney’s recent album Chopping Wood. They
sparked off the evening with virtuoso, up-tempo performances, drawing an
enthusiastic toe-tapping and hand clapping response.
In Garden Pests, directed and performed by Karen Smith and Pam Horne, two ladies
from very different backgrounds meet in an historic garden. As they spar over
horticultural niceties and the merits of their individual gardens, they reveal
themselves as garden pests who pillage cuttings from the gardens they visit. Karen
played down-to-earth Cath with an impeccably plausible Yorkshire twang, while Pam
appeared as the frightfully stuck up Helena with aplomb. This comic duo tickled and
delighted the audience
mercilessly.
Directed by Alasdair Brown,
George Bernard Shaw’s spoof
melodrama ‘Passion, Poison
and Petrification’ gave a very
talented company the
opportunity to go completely
over the top, which they
grabbed with both hands.
Youngest members of the cast
Amelia Lennon and Alicia
Bambini-Baker as Lady
Magnesia and her maid set the
surreal tone of the piece
described by Shaw as ‘one of
my Tomfooleries’.
The true star soon became
apparent in Nigel Lord’s stage
design. Gone are painted flats
and in are rotating backdrop
with front projection, which
allows both instant scenechange and rear access to the
stage. This enabled a
spectacular entrance by
Stephanie Klejdys as Angel
singing ‘Won’t you come home
Bill Bailey’ to astound everyone. John McCormick’s entrance as the later poisoned
and petrified Adolphus Bastaple also amazed, with his sartorial éclat and wellrounded English vowels.
Barney Newman and Tom Leary took the evening to a close with a further musical
treat, bringing many to their feet in terpsichorean homage – another performing
arts box ticked!
Ian Buchanan
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