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FROM THE EDITORS
All of us can recall endless summers
from our youth, among blue
remembered hills when there was
honey still for tea, drenched in the
scent of woodbine and hay newmown (Yes, I am shamelessly
plagiarising the poets).
By the way, did you know that the
classic ‘scent of hay new-mown’ is
primarily due to a grass variety called
Sweet Vernal Grass?
This is seldom now included in
commercial grass seed mixtures as it
is ‘unproductive’ – so new-mown hay
often no longer smells as good as in
my own youth.
It survives in old, ‘unimproved’
pastures and lawns (the brewery hayfields smell wonderful!), and can still
be found in some swards specifically
destined for horse hay – horses, or
their owners, presumably having a
more discerning palate.
If ever a summer was made for
remembering, it was this one.
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I find myself a little envious of young
people who may have defined many
of their longest lasting memories over the endless days of July and August.
As a village, we have certainly made the most of it, as I hope you will find reflected
in some of these pages. We chose our cover picture – kindly supplied by Ali Rodwell
– because we felt it captured something of the essence of the classic season we
have enjoyed.
David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

MAKE A WILL WEEK: 15–19 OCTOBER
For one week in October local solicitors and Will writers have kindly agreed to waive
their fees for writing or amending a basic Will for donations to Katharine House
Hospice.
If you’ve been thinking about making or amending a Will, there’s no better time to
ensure loved ones are looked after according to your wishes, and help Katharine
House at the same time.
In recognition of the time and expertise involved in preparing your Will, we ask that
you make a donation in line with the fee normally charged by the participating
practices.
Simply choose a participating solicitor or Will writer from the list at
www.khh.org.uk/willweek and book your appointment with them today.
Chris Higgins, 01295 816483, chris.higgins@khh.org.uk
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GPs, Physios, Pilates teachers and Personal trainers amongst his clients.
Results achieved at your home
Weight Management, Over 45s & Ladies Exercise, Injury and Nutrition
www.alangordon-health.co.uk

alangordonhealth@aol.com

Member of
British Association of Sport and Exercise Sciences
Clinical Exercise Physiology Association
Gait and Clinical Movement Analysis Society
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WILDLIFE NOTES
Thanks to our Editor, David, for
compiling a piece for the August
newsletter whilst I was away on
holiday.
As usual, thank you to all of you
who have been in touch with
details of your sightings. I am
involved with the community
smallholding and it was a surprise
to find three young hedgehogs in
a nest under the spare ark in the
pig paddock. There was no sign of
the mother so the youngsters
were taken to Hooky Vets for
initial first aid before going to a rescue centre.
Whilst hedgehogs are in decline in the UK we had one in our garden on two
consecutive days. In addition we saw one on The Bourne one evening on our way
home. Other village residents
have had sightings of these
interesting creatures.
Moving on to insects: caterpillars
of elephant hawk moths have
been found in gardens. These
subsequently turn into the actual
moth, thanks to Emily Daly for the
photo of the fully fledged moth
seen in her garden. This year has
seen large numbers of wasps and
hornets perhaps due to the
exceptionally warm summer we
have experienced. Elaine Griggs
was prevented from entering her
allotment shed due to a hornets
nest.
Turning now to mammals, I was
told about nine hares boxing in a field on the way up to the Firs Garage. This was in
June which is not the usual time of year for such activity. Muntjac remain fairly
common in and around the village with numerous sightings being advised to me.
Red deer are a different matter though, I was told about a sighting of a stag with
two hinds by a maize field at the top of South Hill.
Birds of prey feature in reported observations. On his way to work one morning
Brian Holloway passed a sparrowhawk in the process of successfully attacking a
pigeon near Brookside.
Finally, there have been reports of crayfish in the Rop Stream. These are the
American variety, the Signal Crayfish, which following their introduction in the UK
have decimated the native population.
As usual please let me know of your sightings, photos are more than welcome.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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CANCER RESEARCH UK FUNDRAISING UPDATE
So far this year, the North Cotswold Group have raised over £19,200! Please help
us take that over £20,000 by joining us at the following events:
The 9th Hooky Alternative Race for Life - Sunday 7 October
Dig out your pinkest outfits and join us at the Sun Inn for a 3:30 start.

Contact me for details of how to enter.
Ladies Pamper Evening at the Sun Inn – Saturday 27 October, from 7pm
Enjoy an evening with the girls, and treat yourself to some pampering, early
Christmas shopping and luxury raffle prizes. £6 entrance on the door, with a glass
of bubbles, mince pie or cup cake and goodie bag on arrival. Advance tickets, cost
£5, can be purchased from the Sun Inn from the beginning of October. All money
raised on the night will be going towards Cancer Research UK. There will be a raffle
on the night and lots of stalls selling beauty products, jewellery, crafts, toys,
clothing and much more – all perfect gifts for Christmas. You can also book to have
an Indian Head Massage and or polish and file.
Call Stacey on 07890 436926 to donate a raffle prize, book treatments or for more
information.

Gill Begnor, gillbegnor@live.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY HOUSING PROJECT
Homes for Hooky - October 2018
The Hook Norton Community Led Housing initiative is at an
exciting stage, having received the support of the village for
a small affordable group of homes on a piece of disused,
council-owned land, adjacent to the Sports & Social Club.
The results of the first survey in April identified 37 people
who were actively interested in living in the homes on
completion.
We recently sent a detailed follow up survey to the 37
potential occupants, in order to formally establish the need for affordable housing in
Hooky, and to request information that will help the project architects begin
imagining the layout of the site and design of the homes.
The follow up surveys have now been independently analysed, and have provided
the evidence required by Cherwell District Council that Hook Norton has a proven
need for affordable, community-led housing that is also sustainable. This evidence is
a necessity before the council can consider supporting the release of the land to the
community for the purpose of community-led housing. Once the detailed feasibility
study is completed this autumn, a new organisation will be set up to deliver and run
the project, the most popular model being the formation of a Community Land
Trust.
In August, four architectural practices submitted impressive bids to develop the
next phase of the project and, together with members of the Low Carbon Hub
(LCH), we interviewed them at the LCH office in Oxford. Each practice presented
conceptual sketches of how the site might potentially look, and discussed how they
would approach engaging the community to contribute their ideas, which will
ultimately determine the design of the site and the size and shape of the homes and
their surroundings.
Each practice approached the tender in a different way, with fascinating results, but
it was unanimously decided that Charlie Luxton Designs had the most imaginative
and thoughtful interpretation, and they were selected as the project Architectural
Designers. They had also thoroughly researched the sustainability and communal
aspects of the build, and were positively excited about the prospect of working
together with the local community.
The 37 people who are interested in living in the homes are invited to a
collaborative workshop with the newly appointed design team, on 27 September at
the Sports & Social Club, to begin setting out the vision for the design of the
housing and communal facilities. It promises to be an exciting and creative evening
and, by the time this article is printed, Charlie and his team of architects will be
involved in the alchemical process of bringing everyone’s ideas to life.
A production company for Channel 4, Antenna Films, have already begun
documenting elements of the engagement process, and recently filmed some of the
potential occupants of the homes on the site, exchanging ideas about the project
and why they think an alternative, creative approach to local housing is needed.

Cathy Ryan, Community Engagement Project Manager,
catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

��
��
��
��

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

DO YOU LIKE DOTTING I’s? … AND CROSSING T’s?
I must admit I do, though editing the newsletter gives me plenty of opportunity for
that – there is nothing quite so satisfying to a pedantic mind like my own as
correcting a mis-placed apostrophe. If you are a kindred spirit, we need you! Here
is why: The newsletter always includes some village diary pages; we believe them to
be widely read and used by many as an aid to memory. These pages are in turn
derived from the excellent on-line calendar that is part of the village web site.
We are acutely aware that the calendar and its offspring newsletter diary are not
always comprehensive or 100% correct. A number of valiant individuals add or
remove entries on the calendar, as they are told about them or as they notice
things, but we think this is no longer enough.
We think the time has come for someone to take specific responsibility for the
accuracy and completeness of the calendar and diary: helping to make sure that as
many village events as possible are included; spotting mistakes; confirming that
long-term meetings in the calendar really are still happening; and generating a clean
copy of the calendar to print in the newsletter. This is not a hugely demanding role
in terms of time and effort, but it needs someone with a sharp eye and ear for what
is going on, and who takes pleasure in seeing things complete, finished and
accurate. The role includes a certain amount of simple computer use – maintaining
an online calendar and using a simple spreadsheet – but these things can be easily
learned. More important is a wish to help make sure that the wrong people do not
turn up at the wrong time for the wrong meeting on a cold, February night due to
our misleading diary (it has happened!). If you think you would enjoy this small but
valuable service to the well-being of our community, please get in touch.
David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

HOOK NORTON LUNAR SOCIETY
Hook Norton Lunar Society's second season took off a week later than advertised, so
apologies to anyone who turned up on the advertised date. Unforeseen circumstances
were to blame - honest!
The opening guest in September, Jim Endersby, Professor of the History of Science at the
University of Sussex, attracted a capacity audience to explore Darwin's ‘The Origin of
Species’ 150 years on, asking: ‘is there a god in this book - or is much of what we
thought we knew about Darwin wrong?’ Enthralled and entertained in equal measure, the
audience learned that the correct answer Jim expects from students to almost every
question he asks should be: ‘the invention of the steam driven press and mechanically
manufactured paper!’ Darwin's ideas on evolution and survival of the fittest were neither
entirely original – having been speculated upon by previous thinkers, including his own
grandfather, Erasmus Darwin – nor did he aim to disprove deity existence, as religious
fundamentalists allege. The flourishing of Darwinism was enabled by the invention of a
cheap printing process (Jim’s answer to everything), and by the advance of general
literacy that was encouraged by the evangelical belief that people should read The Bible
for themselves. The evening was undoubtedly a high point in the evolution of HNLS!
In October, the society's guest, Darren J. Mann (Head of Life Collections, Oxford
University Natural History Museum), plans to bring new meaning to the concept of
audience participation in his presentation entitled: ‘Dung Beetles - a world of poo!’ The
humble dung beetle was revered by ancient Egyptians but, only a few enthusiasts still
worship these impressive beetles. From pest control to tree planting, they are an
ecologically important group, and one of the most useful biological indicators of habitat
quality. If you've ever wondered where cow poo goes, this talk delivers answers to all the
dung-related questions. Come and witness this fan-hitting event on 8 October at 7.30pm
in the back room of the Sun!
Ian Buchanan, ian@buchananhn.co.uk
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01295 788845
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069
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Looking for gifts? Find them at the
23rd Annual

HOOK NORTON

CRAFT FAIR
SATURDAY
3 NOVEMBER
10 am – 5 pm
Traditional & Contemporary
High quality handmade crafts
Offering unique ideas for original gifts
40 exhibitors
In St Peter’s Church
Enq: janhugs19@gmail.com or 01608 737900
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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HOOKY CHRISTMAS CANTER
The healthy way to celebrate
You are probably aware that Hook Norton has
a long established running club, Hook Norton
Harriers, but might not know a lot about what
we do…
Fair enough, we do a lot of running, so I’ll tell
you about that first. We train every Tuesday
evening and we have a busy calendar of
races. These include races where we compete
against other running clubs and public races
where we support each other and have a
great day out. We record our progress and
award ourselves prizes at Christmas.
But most importantly, we’re not all good at
running. Running is a sport for everyone –
you don’t need to be an athlete, you don’t
need equipment, you don’t need a lot of time.
All you need is motivation, and we can
provide that! Everyone is welcome at
the Harriers, whatever level of fitness
and commitment you have – just come
along and have a go. Likewise, if you
are already a runner, but have never
joined a club, you can benefit greatly.
Our top runners are among the best in
the county and can provide you with
tips, and perhaps a training session
that stretches you enough to boost
your fitness. You can still do your solo
runs – which are good for the soul. We
train in groups according to ability so
you will always find a speed and
distance which suits you. It’s a great
way to discover the beautiful
countryside around this village.
Apart from running, we are very much
a group of friends, and organise regular
social events through the year. This
brings me to the Christmas Canter’,
which is a combination of all these things. It is a challenging event – seven miles
with a hill – but it isn’t just a race. At the front of the field runners will be battling
for the coveted Christmas pudding prizes; and behind them follow a lot of happy
people in fancy dress, having a great day out. It is one of the most popular races of
the local calendar, and raises funds for the sports club, which is a facility enjoyed by
the whole village. We are always grateful for the support from the village when we
put on this event.
So what’s stopping you? Find entry and club details at
www.hooknortonharriers.org.uk, and we’ll see you on 16 December.
Martin Foster
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C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders
A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk
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RUNNING FOR RESEARCH
My wonderful friend, Tina
Freebury Hill, (who
obviously has more energy
than me), has elected to run
four, yes four(!!!) halfmarathons, in four months,
to help me raise awareness,
and funds, for The
Alzheimer’s Society, a
charity very close to my
heart as my mother has
vascular dementia. Please,
please, support her and this
marvellous charity by
donating through the
JustGiving page we have set
up:
www.justgiving.com/fundrai
sing/Wendy-Gordon4.
Thank you, in anticipation.
Wendy Gordon
(aka Hooky’s Parish
Warden!)

Looking forward to 2019
The 23rd annual Hook Norton charity music festival dates are
Friday 5 July and Saturday 6 July 2019
At the Hook Norton Brewery
The Annual General Meeting and donations evening for the Hook
Norton Charitable Association is on WEDNESDAY 21 NOVEMBER,
7.30pm at HOOK NORTON BREWERY VISTOR CENTRE. All welcome.
If you would like to support our village music festival, get involved
or just make comments, please come along.
You can also contact us via our website (www.hookymusic.co.uk) or
send an email to Pete Watkins (petewatkins4@aol.com)
Hook Norton Charitable Association
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‘THE STORY OF HOOK NORTON’ APPRECIATED
The short illustrated history, produced
a year ago by the Local History Group,
has begun to receive highly favourable
reviews in national publications.
In July, The Local Historian, the journal
of the British Association for Local
History, printed the following review
written by its Reviews Editor, Dr Sarah
Rose:
‘Many local history societies have
produced guidebooks for their locality,
but the one created for the Oxfordshire
village of Hook Norton is a little unusual
in terms of its target audience. The
Story of Hook Norton: for Readers
of All Ages has been intentionally
designed with 9-year-olds in mind: the
same children who in Years 5 and 6 will
be studying local history at school. As
well as the colourful, well-illustrated
design and pithy text, there is specific
emphasis on the place of children in
Hook Norton’s story, including street
games of the past and the work they
did at the local brewery. There is plenty
here for adults too, and at 48 pages,
the book contains a lot of key facts and
figures. Fun, informative and nicely produced.’
Congratulations to all the local people involved in producing this innovative little
book, especially the author, Sean Callery.
Sales – notably to visitors at the Brewery Visitor Centre – continue so steadily that
the book has just been reprinted by KMS Litho for a second time, meaning that a
thousand copies are now in print, with 700 of them already in private hands.
If you wish to purchase a copy, you may still order one from David McGill, either by
phone (730930) or email (scotlandend@btinternet.com), at a cost of £8.99 each.
Donald Ratcliffe

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY – 11 NOVEMBER 2018
Benefice of Hook Norton with Great Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton.
This year’s Service of Remembrance will be held on Sunday, 11 November at St
Peter’s Church, Hook Norton. The procession will depart from The Green at
10.30am, with the service in the church commencing at 10.45am. There will be a
rehearsal at St Peter’s on Friday, 9 November at 6pm. Any new groups wishing to
take part in the Flag or Wreath Presentations should contact me. For any other
information, contact The Rev Wendy Cunningham, 737135.
Barry Lennon, 730567
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Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP

Sewing for you
Frances Williams
Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making
& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297 Mobile: 07964 691274
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
There is much to commend in these autumnal weeks. I am pleased to start with our ‘new
look’ Chippy Theatre and an interesting play on 4 October: ‘A Pure Woman’ is the story of
Thomas Hardy at 84, falling in love with a woman in her 20s who is starring in his local
production of ‘Tess of the D’Urbervilles’. It gives a dramatic portrayal of a love triangle
and a marriage at breaking point.
A great play of the 80s returns to Malvern (13–17 November): Charlotte Keatley’s ‘My
Mother Said I Never Should’ is a poignant bittersweet story about love, jealously and
freedom in the lives of four women. Believe it or not, it is said to be the world’s most
often performed work by a female playwright.
I am always attracted to plays based upon a meeting of two people and their imagined
conversation – Michael Frayn’s ‘Copenhagen’, being performed this month at Chichester,
so I look forward to seeing Alan Bennett’s ‘The Habit of Art’, which is a meeting between
W H Auden and Benjamin Britten, exploring friendship, rivalry and heartache. It can be
seen at either Malvern (27 Nov.–1 Dec.) or Coventry’s Belgrade 6–11 Nov.
I would love to think I can organise a visit to Leeds to see a Lee Hall translation of
Brecht’s ‘Mother Courage and Her Children’ – a great play about a woman determined to
make a living during the Thirty Years War.
No so far away, an off-beat venue in London beckons: The Jermyn Street Theatre
performs a rather different World War I play, ‘Billy Bishop Goes to War’. In Canada,
1914, Billy Bishop signs up to fight in Europe, and ends up one of the most successful
fighter pilots of his generation – an appropriate play for this Centenary Year of the RAF.
It flies between 31 October and 24 November.
On the art scene, Compton Verney presents an exciting exhibition, ‘Whistler and Nature’.
An American artist who lived most of his life in the UK, we can examine, through his
paintings, sketches and prints, the smoky images of warehouses, harbours and industrial
scenes of the Victorian Age – a view of nature constrained by man-made structures and
urban life. It runs from 20 October to 16 December. Another Victorian artist, Edward
Burne-Jones, can transport us to the realms of Arthurian romance and classical legend in
his exhibition at Tate Britain (24 October to 24 February). Understandably still popular
today, there is a strangeness to his vision that lifts it beyond beautiful illustration into the
realm of mystery. This is his first retrospective for over 40 years – too good to miss!
More than 40 of the Courtauld Impressionist masterpieces are on display at the National
Gallery. These trace the development of Impressionism from Manet to Cezanne – the
exhibition runs to 20 January.
If I can go to Leeds for a play then surely to Liverpool Tate to see a Fernand Léger
exhibition, chronicling the work of this dynamic French artist who paved the way for Pop
Art. I love the colourful joie de vivre of his paintings. This begins on 23 November into
2019. Don’t forget The Turner Prize at Tate Britain – to 6 January; I’ll say no more!
A concert at the Warwick Arts Centre’s Butterworth Hall, on 5 October, by the Russian
State Symphony Orchestra sounds, literally, wonderful: Khachaturian (Masquerade
Suite), Rachmaninov (Piano Concerto No1) and Shostakovich (Symphony No5). This
latter piece – well, there is simply nothing in all 20th century music more gripping than
to hear it played by a top Russian Orchestra!
Or try the Birmingham Symphony Hall on 1 November: Beethoven’s Overture ‘The
Creatures of Prometheus’ and Dvorák Cello Concerto – poetry and soaring emotion. The
concert concludes with Shostakovich Symphony No6, beginning in tragedy and ending
with a circus parade; very different to his No5!
Another high musical treat is the Banbury Symphony Orchestra’s Autumn Concert at
Deddington Church on 24 November – three romantic orchestral compositions from the
late 19th and early 20th century Bruckner, Walton and Bruch. I admire their caption:
‘Soaring Cathedrals of Sound’.
John Wheatley
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

26

Hook Norton War Memorial Hall Garden
The Parish Council would like to give the garden a complete
make-over – so that it is a truly fitting Memorial Garden.
We are therefore looking for volunteers to assist us in this
project – from the design to the implementation. If anyone can
offer their expertise in this area, or would like to donate plants,
planters, contact local businesses who might like to donate to
this cause, or can just spare a few hours over the summer
months to help – please get in touch with us.
We would like the project completed in plenty of time for the Hook Norton War
Memorial Hall event we are holding on Saturday 10 November – when we will be
planting a tree in memory of those who have fallen during conflict.
parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk

OPEN SESAME!
Bringing Aladdin to the Cotswolds
Chipping Norton Theatre, considered by
some in the know as the national home
of traditional English pantomime, has
not welcomed Aladdin to its stage for 25
years. It’s one of the great adventure
stories, but I could never quite find the
right way to make it fit with our house
style – that is: no celebs, no pop songs,
beautiful original set and costume,
great storytelling and great songs. For
one thing, the Disney film is so
wonderful; for another, I always felt
uncomfortable with the somewhat
shallow treatment of the Chinese
setting in many pantos.
And then, purely coincidentally, I found
myself watching the second half of an
old Indiana Jones film. Here was an
Arabia very different to the classical
minarets of the Disney animation, but full of adventure, silliness and the occasional
biplane. And now, twelve months after that idea, it is coming to life – Aladdin, set in
a swashbuckling, stylish 1930’s Cairo. Magic pyramids and wobbly rope bridges,
flying carpets and dancing mummies. We welcome back the scene-stealing cabaret
star Andrew Pepper (pictured) as our dame, Gertie Mahmoud, and a fabulous cast
of actors from across the country.
If you’ve never experienced a Chipping Norton pantomime – indeed, if you’re not
sure panto is for you – come and try this raucous, hilarious, richly designed slice of
chaotic daftness in our beautiful, intimate Victorian auditorium. You never know – it
might not come round again for another 25 years! Performances from 14 November
to 13 January. To book your tickets please visit the website
www.chippingnortontheatre.com or call our Box Office on 642350.
John Terry, Artistic Director, Chipping Norton Theatre
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2˧˨˨˧˦˨ HOOK NORTON RAINBOWS
We welcomed the Rainbows back in
September and all said ‘hello’ to some new
faces.
This included co-leaders Kate Farmiloe
(me!) and Rosie Jones, who are very
excited to share in the adventures with this
great group of girls.
We are grateful to Heather Sharp who will continue to assist the unit with finance
and administration.
We have an exciting programme of activities planned for the girls this term
including: a gardening session with Stephanie Klejdys, from Incredible Edible
Hooky; a visit to the Rollright Stones; a visit from the local First Responders; and
an animal workshop at Pets at Home in Banbury.
We would like to thank the local community members and businesses who continue
to share their time and expertise with us at our meetings.
If you think you might have a particular topic or event that could be of interest to
the girls, and wish to volunteer your time at one of our meetings, please do get in
touch at hnrainbows@gmail.com.
The girls are 5–7 years old, with a wide variety of interests, so we would love to
hear your ideas.
Having grown considerably in numbers last term, our unit is now at capacity. We do
operate a waiting list, however, so please do register at www.girlguiding.org.uk if
you are interested in joining Rainbows, and we will be in touch as soon as a place
becomes available.
Kate Farmiloe

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Christmas came early to Hook Norton last month, when we welcomed Tim Healey
back as our speaker for the opening meeting of our new season. Tim's subject was
‘A 17th Century Christmas’, and his talk was delivered with a deft touch of humour.
We tend to think that eating a lot at Christmas is a modern way of life but it seems
our forebears had the sense of over-indulging long before we thought of it.
This month, on the 2 October, our speaker will be Simon Townley whose subject is
the Victoria County History with particular reference to Hook Norton. The VCH, as it
is popularly known, is an encyclopaedic record of England's places and people, from
earliest times to the present day. It is being produced on a county-by-county basis,
with several volumes for each county. The latest volume for Oxfordshire will feature
Hook Norton and Great Rollright, and research for this will commence in early 2019.
The local history group has offered to help with this volume in any way it can.
On 6 November, Chris Day will be talking about the History of Oxford University.
Unfortunately there is an error in the date for the April 2019 meeting shown in the
programme which is now available. The date should be 2 April, not 9 April.
Meetings continue to be held in the Baptist Church Hall on Netting Street starting at
7.30pm. More information about the group can be obtained from me.
David McGill, Secretary, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

YOGA - PILATES - FUSION
Weekly classes | One to One | Workshops
Autumn term booking now!
NEW CLASS
SUNRISE FUSION-MONDAYS- 6.30-7.30AM

07950 424037 franyoga@rocketmail.com
www.frankirkyoga.moonfruit.com
fully certified and insured
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
We’re starting the new school
year with a new kitchen. For the
first time, dinners can be
prepared in school, rather than
being delivered. It’s the latest
improvement we’ve made to keep up with our
growing numbers, which have almost doubled
in ten years. Now with about 100 children, we
feel we’re a good size to offer rich
opportunities to all whilst preserving our
small, nurturing atmosphere.
We have eleven new reception children this
autumn, and they are settling in brilliantly. A
typical day in Reception (pictured) has a
balance of about half adult-led activities and
half self-chosen, play-based learning. Mrs
Grundy, our very experienced and respected
Reception teacher, has carefully designed our
indoor and outdoor learning areas so that
there are dozens of interesting challenges and
opportunities to develop skills across the
curriculum (such as the Storytelling Tent,
pictured). As one new Reception child was heard
saying recently, ‘It’s a very exciting day, ‘cause
there are lots of exciting things to do!’
Since the last issue we’ve had our summer
assessment results, and once again we’re pleased
to see the hard work of all our children and staff
being well-rewarded. In the Yr 6 SATs, 67% of our
students passed all of reading, writing and maths,
and a remarkable 27% gained high scores in all
three – the latter figure being three times the
national average. In the Yr 2 SATS, the highlight
was our maths result, where the impact of our
school’s new Singapore-style maths programme is
starting to be strongly felt. 88% of our children
passed and 31% gained high scores – not only well
above the national average, but a large jump from
last year.
There’s a final change to mention this autumn: with the retirement of Anne Hewett,
I am now the sole headteacher. Mrs Hewett was co-head with me for the past four
years and sole headteacher for eight years before that. We wish her all the best in
her retirement. And I’m looking forward to preserving and building on everything
she achieved here over the past twelve years.
Parents and carers are encouraged to visit us, to see first-hand all that we offer. As
school selection time approaches, we’ve scheduled tours on Tuesday, 9 October at
10am; Thursday, 18 October at 2pm; and Monday, 5 November at 2pm. Please
contact us on 737202 to arrange your visit!
Michelle Hastings
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The Rise and Rise of Alice Chaucer, Duchess of Suffolk (d. 1475)
The Banbury Historical Society programme for 2018-19 includes a lecture
under this title, delivered by Dr Rowena E. Archer, fellow of Brasenose
College, Oxford, on 10 January 2019 in the Education Room, Banbury
Museum, Spiceball Park Road, OX16 2PQ at 7.30pm.
Alice Chaucer, grand-daughter of Geoffrey, led a spectacular life, the equal of
any modern celeb, including a close connection to Hook Norton.

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following
to spare, they would be very gratefully received.
Old dog leads - collars - blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching
posts - spare food - chews - brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in
date wormer/flea treatments - toys - cat carriers etc.
Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier.
Anything not suitable will be divided between the Wood Green Animal Shelter and
Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury.
If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive them.
Hilary Wiseman, 737374

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
The Green Gym Group completed their clearance work at the end of last month with
a large bonfire.
It was surprising how much dead vegetation they had collected. A job well done.
The Friends spent most of their time keeping the perimeters free from weeds, which
has allowed the saplings that will form the new hedge to grow.
If anyone has any spring bulbs they do not want we will be happy to plant them in
the cemetery.
The repair to the dry stone wall has been made and is a fine example of traditional
skills.
We always welcome anyone who can spare a few hours per annum to help keep our
cemetery a place to be proud of.
John E Blackham

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:
Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!
Contact Vicky on 737985
No badminton at Christmas: 50 weeks of the year, just not Christmas and New Year

weeks, also excepting special events eg. elections
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037

Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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HOOK NORTON BASED REGISTERED CHILDMINDER HAS VACANCIES

32 years' experience
Level 3 NVQ Qualified
OFSTED REGISTERED
FULLY INSURED
DAY PLACES FOR 0+ YEARS
AFTER SCHOOL PLACES ALSO AVAILABLE
For more details contact JO MOULDER, 01608 737644 / 07870 290285
From the Registers
Sadly we report the deaths of Albert Bolton and Janet Taylor. On behalf of the
village we send condolences to their families and friends.
The baptisms of Alfie Heath and Mila Faith French recently took place at St Peter’s.
We wish them and their families joy and congratulations.
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THE 25TH HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES
The 25th Hooky Beer Festival took place on 21 July, in what amateur meteorologists
such as myself would generally describe as ‘ideal drinking conditions’. ‘Not too hot’
brightened to ‘fairly decent’ by Saturday afternoon and the crowds came out.
We had more people through the gates than last year but reduced the number of
beers to avoid wastage. We are, as always, very grateful for the beer donated by
brewers from all over the country, and this year we came pretty close to our target
of consuming it all in a single day.
It will take us a little time to work out how much we can give away but for all those
who lent a hand you are welcome to attend our donations evening which will be on
Friday, 2 November at the Brewery Visitor Centre.
Personally, I find there is a great sense of satisfaction in knowing that you have
contributed towards the success of the festival. Luckily, there are many people in
and around Hook Norton who are happy to help, setting up and dismantling stillage,
erecting fences and tents and so on.
So, thank you to everyone, from those with the ‘glamour jobs’ of beer pouring and
music-making to the less enticing jobs of beer collector, ticket seller, merchandise
seller, litter picker the morning after the night before (well done Beavers, Brownies
and Cubs), entry pack preparer (thank you Guides) and parking attendant (cheers
Hook Norton Veterans Football Club). There are plenty of opportunities for people to
get involved via one of the many of clubs and organisations in the village or just as
individuals. I regard this as a particularly worthwhile cause. I hope that you can
make the 2 November meeting.
Please put next year’s date in your diary: Saturday, 20 July.
Follow us on Facebook (Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales) and Twitter
(@hookybeerfest) for up to date information. We always have jobs that need doing
if you are willing to lend a hand. If participation appeals to you, drop us an email at
info@hookybeerfest.co.uk.
Hugh Robertson

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING
This year we have been raising seven pigs in the paddock on Burycroft Road.
However, by the time you read this, only the final two – a pair of Berkshires – are
still in residence. They too should be going off to slaughter in the weeks leading up
to Christmas. The order book will open shortly before then.
Our Open Day in June was a success; thanks to all those in the group who gave up
their time to help. Most importantly thanks to everyone from the village who came
along to see what the smallholding is all about. Our first batch of weaners were
Glamrocks, and one of them was used by Henry's Butchers as the hog roast at the
Beer Festival in July. This was the first time we had raised this cross between
Gloucester Old Spot, Duroc and Hampshire pigs and, by all accounts, the meat was
favourably received, both from Henry's and our customers who purchased some
from us.
If you would like more details about the group and its aims please contact Bethan
Dennick on 07882 751264 or dennickfamily@me.com
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY
Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880
Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.
32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG
01295 265424

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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HOOKY PLAYERS
For the first of their Music & Drama nights in
November, Hooky Players are hoping to
showcase their new stage design at the Memorial
Hall in Hook Norton.
Conceived after many hours of brainstorming on
how best to use the available space to mount productions more quickly and affordably,
the new stage set will eventually incorporate state-of-the-art projection technology
to produce both static and moving backdrops.
Though the Hall has long been home to Hooky Players, the position of the stage
(sandwiched between the doors to the kitchen and the ladies’ loo!) has always created
problems for the group – not least of which is how actors enter from both right and
left without crossing in front of the stage.
Using revolving panels positioned in front of the rear wall, the new layout will not only
solve this problem, it will also provide a screen for projected images and become a
dramatic feature in its own right.
It should certainly offer greater flexibility for future productions while also lessening
the need for building and storing conventional stage sets. Some 20 years since its
inception, this has become a real problem for the group.
Needless to say, such innovative ideas don’t come cheap, so it was with enormous
gratitude that Hooky Players learnt that they were to be the recipients of a donation
from another mainstay of the village’s social life - the Hook Norton Film Society.
At the Society’s recent AGM, Chairman Alasdair Brown suggested that a £300 award
should be made to Hooky Players from the annual budget earmarked for donations
to good causes in the village. Alasdair himself straddles both groups and pointed out
that the two organisations share many common goals in terms of their role in the
social life of the village.
For Hooky Players, struggling to raise funds for the new stage design, the donation
couldn’t have come at a better time.
Shortly after, the group also received news that they been shortlisted for Skipton
Building Society’s ‘Grassroots Giving’ campaign. Treasurer Barry Lennon took it upon
himself to send off a speculative bid to secure extra funding for the group and in early
September was rewarded with news that they have been selected from over 740
community groups and organisations who have applied from all over the UK. Though
the Building Society itself selects the applicants for shortlisting, the eventual recipients
of the £500 awards are chosen on the basis of votes by the general public. And that’s
where you, the good folk of Hooky, come in…
If you have access to a computer, smartphone or iPad, simply type in:
www.skiptongrg.co.uk. Then select ‘Grassroots Giving 2018' from the menu and
go to ‘2018 Shortlisted Groups’. Once there, you’ll see a map of the country divided
into regions – one of which is for the ‘South West’. Ignoring everything you know
about the geography of areas(!), select this and you’ll find Hooky Players included
amongst the groups listed.
Then, all you need do is enter your email address and tick a box if you prefer not to
be included on their mailing list. Get your vote in by mid-October and you can sit
back content in the knowledge that you’ve done your bit to help Hooky Players with
its plans to delight and entertain the village in the years to come.
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You could also ask your friends and family to do the same and with a little luck, the
fruits of your efforts might well be visible at the first event in the group's 2018–19
calendar – the Music & Drama evening on Saturday 17 November.
As outlined in last month’s Newsletter, this will showcase Hooky Players’ traditional
talents as a drama group with two one-act plays: George Bernard Shaw’s ‘Passion,
Poison and Petrifaction’ and Jean McConnell’s ‘Garden Pests’ (from her ‘Deckchairs’
series of plays). On the music side of things, local legend Barney Newman will take
the stage to present a fine selection of blues, bluegrass and roots numbers, aided
and abetted by Matt Watson on double bass. A full supper will also be served - and
tickets should be available from the Village Shop from early October.
You are also reminded that Hooky Players host an informal get-together on the last
Thursday of each month at 7.30pm in The Sun Inn. The group are always looking
for new members – especially actors – so if you’ve ever harboured the slightest
inclination to perform on stage, why not come along and have a chat?
Nigel Lord, 737330, karen2002smith@gmail.com

NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
At the time of writing, the results of the Summer Banbury
league matches were: A team 2nd in Div 1; B team 3rd in
Div 2; C team 5th and D team 8th in Div 5.
Junior coaching sessions start from Tuesday, 11
September to Saturday, 20 October.
Contact Marc Gilkes for further details.
Events: The ladies tournament, held on
28 July, was jointly won by Georgina
Allison, Gilly Hunt, Rebecca Watts and
Sarah Arnall.
The Club has introduced a new level of
membership for those who don’t live in
the village all of the time: Country
Membership. This will be offered to
those who live 50 miles or more away
from Hook Norton but who visit regularly,
perhaps to family or a second home.
Those who take this up will have the same
rights as all other club members, i.e.
ability to book courts, use of clubhouse,
and they would be welcomed at all club
sessions and tournaments. The cost will be 50% of the regular annual
membership. More details are available from Sue Glasson.
Cardio Tennis: Sessions are held Wednesday
evenings 7–8pm.
** A mixed fun tournament is
being held on 22 September **
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Ten** A men’s doubles tournament
nis details: 01295 265085 / 07930
is scheduled for 6 October **
406015 / baselinecoaching@outlook.com. To
play in a team or for more information
contact Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons@me.com, or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hooknortontennis.com
Elaine Priestley
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
An Essential Link in the Chain
Following on from James Clarke’s excellent article in the June issue
of the Newsletter we thought we would share some of our
knowledge and training with the community.
Thirty years ago, it was discovered that if a series of events took
place, in a set sequence, a patient suffering from a heart attack
stood a greater chance of survival. These events are now known as
the 'Chain of Survival'.
Without Immediate treatment 90–95% of Cardiac arrest victims die. However, if
CPR is used with a
defibrillator within 3–5
minutes, survival chances
improve from 6% to 74%,
Sadly, just 22% of people in
the UK would be confident
to use CPR on a stranger. I
can refer to many other
statistics, but for now let’s
not.
Instead, let’s look at some good news examples of CPR making the difference.
��Earlier this year a young mother successfully performed CPR on her own baby.
She dialled 999 and spoke to the SCAS call handler; with his encouragement,
within eight minutes the baby was breathing again and remains well today.
��A 32 year-old teacher was running a circuit of the school field and was seen to
collapse. Rapid CPR and the use of a defibrillator by staff saved her life. Her
heart and brain had been deprived of oxygen for three minutes. Now fully
recovered and back at work, doctors said she had less than 2% chance of
survival without that rapid intervention.
We are planning CPR and AED awareness events in November 2018, January 2019,
and February 2019 and hope they will be a regular event in the local calendar. We
will post dates and venues on the village social media sites, posters in village retail
outlets and on public noticeboards around the village. Please look out for them and
do come and learn more.
Chris Fry, 738333, chris@christopherfryassociates.co.uk

ART EXHIBITION
The Hook Norton Art Group would like to invite you
to view their annual exhibition of work.
Saturday 24th November 10am until 4pm
Hook Norton Baptist Hall
There will be affordable artwork on sale as well as
tea and cake and a chance to meet the artists!
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We’ve done those now!
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
We would like to thank all those taking part in the Hook Norton Garden Club
Autumn Show. It has been a difficult year for growers and gardeners but, in true
Hook Norton style, we had a good turnout of people and entries, without a decrease
in quality. Congratulations to all, but especially the Wyatt family who almost swept
the board of cups and prizes. Many thanks to the committee without whom the
show would be impossible to stage.
Prize winners are listed below, along with some photos of the day.

Our upcoming talk should be very interesting and
informative and is open to all: On Wednesday,
17 October, Peter Toms, from Farnborough
Garden Centre will present ‘Planting and Caring
for Winter Baskets and Containers’.
Our AGM in November is generally open to
members only but if anyone wishes to come along
to find out about the club and join in 2019 they
will be most welcome. This is on Wednesday, 21
November; the formal meeting is followed by a
Members’ evening with wine, cheese, mince pies and members’ photos.
Autumn Show 2018 Winners

Phil Knights Comrades Cup
Debenham Cup
Rose Brown Cup
Edge And Bolton Cup
W I Cup
Presidents Cup
Brewery Cup
Diploma in Horticulture
Diploma in Floral Arts
People's choice

Highest points Gentleman
Highest points Lady
Highest points Child
Highest points Section B
Floral Arts
Highest points Section C
Homecraft
Winner Class 1 Section A
Photography
Section A
Section B
A collection of 4 vegetables

Anthony Wyatt
Angel Powell
Not awarded
Elizabeth Wyatt
Angel Powell
Anthony Wyatt
Sian Arnold
Anthony Wyatt
Elizabeth Wyatt
Anthony Wyatt

Sian Arnold, 730263, sianrarnold@gmail.com
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793

hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Opening Hours: Monday

2.00pm – 5.00pm

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm
Friday

2.00pm – 5.00pm

Saturday

9.30am – 12.30pm

6.00pm – 7.00pm*
(*volunteers only)
6.00pm – 7.00pm

What’s on at Hook Norton Library:
17 October and 21 November: Tea & Cake (£1 donation) from 2.30pm.
17 October and 21 November: Family History Helpdesk from 2.30pm - book your
free 1-1 session.
Free 1-1 digital helper sessions at Hook Norton Library. If you’d like help getting
started with computers or want to get more out of your digital devices, please
contact the library for more details/to make a booking. Use library computers or
bring you own laptop/tablet.
Library Lego Club for children 5–11
Dates for Lego Club:
Wednesday, 3 October, 3.30pm-4.30pm
Please note: Children attending Lego Club must always be accompanied by their
parent or carer. Oxfordshire County Council cannot accept responsibility for any
accidents that happen as a result of children being inadequately supervised. No
children under five please, because of the risk of choking on small Lego parts.
Mischief Makers, the 2018 Summer Reading Challenge for children, has been
extremely popular with Hook Norton Library’s younger readers and, if you visited
the library over the summer, you’ve no doubt had to fight your way past a sea of
children busy selecting and telling me about their books.
Well done to everyone who finished the Reading Challenge, you’ve all worked so
hard to achieve your gold medals.
I’d also like to thank Izzy Jackson, who helped with the Summer Reading Challenge
as part of her Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award.
It’s safe to visit the library again grown-ups!
Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager
[I am currently reading ‘The History of Bees’ by Maja Lunde]

SOUTHROP ROVERS FOOTBALL TEAM
Most readers will know about the current Hellenic League side, but how many
remember Southrop Rovers?
It appears the 'Rovers were established in opposition to the official Team by local
business man Norman Burbridge.Norman ran his transport business using a Bedford
flatbed lorry, while his wife Vera ran the shop in the High Street. Football kit was
stored in a garage at the top of Middle Hill, belonging to Vera's shop. Little is
documented about the team which ran until Norman’s premature death in 1954.
Team members, the ground used and the league in which they played are as yet
unidentified, can anyone fill in the blanks?
James Tobin
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NEWS FROM ST PETER’S
As I write, at the beginning of September, the
wonderful summer we have enjoyed is fading
and there is definitely a whiff of autumn in the
air. Despite the drought conditions of June and
July, we have still been blessed in this area with
an abundance of fruit and veg; we are a
generous village, and there have been boxes of
fruit and vegetables placed outside many
homes, with help yourself signs, a real way of
sharing and caring. Seeing all this fruit around
us, freely given, made me think about some
other fruits, the fruits of the spirit we read about
in the Bible (Gal 5: 22–23), also freely given;
gifts from God, via His Holy Spirit.
We read that these ‘fruits’ are: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control; wow, what a
fantastic fruit salad of attributes! If we could all
cultivate and perfect these fruits in ourselves, then surely our lives, and the lives of
those we interact with, would be sweeter. But, frail humans that we are, it’s not
always easy to achieve perfect fruitfulness. I know I personally need a good dose of
‘Grow more’ to help me ripen to perfection, for I have many faults and failings; but
then, like all of us, I am a work in progress!
The ‘Grow more’ that I use, hopefully to help ripen those beneficial fruits in me,
doesn’t come from a bottle via the garden centre, it comes by me working at
building a relationship with, and relying on, God, whose love is unconditional,
despite my faults and failings. A song that we sing in St Peter’s at our harvest
celebration services includes the line ‘I’m the apple of God’s eye’ and by his
graciousness, indeed I am, and so are YOU! What a heartening thought.
We are looking forward to another wonderful celebration; on Saturday 3 November,
Keith Disney will be licensed as a Lay Minister by Bishop Steven Croft, Bishop of
Oxford, along with another 12 candidates. Keith has been working diligently toward
this day for three years, and we are thrilled that he accepted God’s calling and has
reached his goal. We will be celebrating this very special event, with Keith, the next
day, Sunday 4 November in St Peter’s Church, with a joyful service, followed by
lunch; all are very welcome to join us.
There are also many other events and special services taking place in St Peter’s in
November: The Annual Craft Fair is on Saturday 3 November; always a lovely
community event, with forty exhibitors offering a fantastic array of work. On
Sunday the 11 November, we host the Service of Remembrance for the four
villages of this benefice, and on Friday 23 November we have another of Bex &
Roger’s Quiz Nights, which promises to be a great evening as always. Full details
of all these events can be found elsewhere in this newsletter, on posters in the
church porch and village notice boards, and on the St Peter’s web site, or please
contact our church wardens: Mark Taylor 730089/Mary Powell 737463 or the
benefice office 737995. May God bless you with all fruitfulness.
Jan Hughes, Lay Pastoral Minister, 737900
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PRIZE QUIZ – LOST CHORDS
In this edition, I have a music quiz for you to have a go at. The first letter of each of
the answers spells out a seasonal classic – and once you’ve worked out the title,
you need to name the band who made it a hit.
You can do this for fun but, if you wish to enter the prize quiz, print your name and
details at the bottom of the page, tear it out and place it into an envelope marked
‘QUIZ’, along with £2, and drop it into the St Peter’s donations box (on the wall just
inside church on the right) BEFORE 1 NOVEMBER. The winner will receive 50% of
the money collected, and will be announced along with the answers in the
December newsletter. Hope you like it!

Lynyrd Skynyrd sang about a sweet home.
Where?
Patrick Swayze and Demi Moore made
pottery to this tune.
What confectionery did Caractacus Potts
invent by accident in Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang?
Which Irish band released its first album
‘Boy’ in October 1980?
‘These Days’ was a 2018 number one hit by
Rudimental, featuring Jess Glynne, Dan
Caplan and which other artist?
‘We’re no strangers to love’ is the first line
of which 1987 hit?
Who sang the theme song to James Bond’s
Skyfall?
Where did Jimmy Osmond’s long haired
lover come from?
Which bread product sang behind Martha
on Echo Beach?
In 1979, how did Pink Floyd refer to
teachers in a school?
Who, in 1983, sang about 99 red
balloons?
Lyngstad, Andersson, Ulvaeus and Faltskog
are collectively better known as what?
Why didn’t Slade laugh at you in 1971?

………………………………………………….

Which iconic band had a #3 hit with the
song discovered from the answers?

………………………………………………….

………………………………………………….
………………………………………………….

………………………………………………….
………………………………………………….

………………………………………………….
………………………………………………….
………………………………………………….
………………………………………………….
………………………………………………….
………………………………………………….
………………………………………………….
………………………………………………….

Name ……………………………………………… Telephone number ………………………………………
Address …………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Kevin Hope
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NEWS FROM THE BELL TOWER
Remembering the end of World War I
Since the 100th anniversary of the start of
World War I the bell ringers of St Peter’s
church have paid a special tribute to each of
the men from Hook Norton whose names are
recorded on the war memorial in the church.
For each individual man, we have rung a
quarter peal on the exact 100th anniversary of
their deaths.
A quarter peal is a set piece of ringing which
lasts for around ¾ hour, requiring a high level
of skill and concentration from the ringers, and
is often rung to mark particular events. In this
case, we have rung half-muffled which means
strapping a piece of leather over one side of
the clappers to achieve an echo effect when
ringing. This creates a very melancholy sound
and is traditionally done on occasions of
mourning. You will regularly hear us ringing
like this for the Remembrance Sunday service
in the village.
There are 32 men listed on the war memorial
who died in the 1914-18 war, and at time of
writing, we have rung for 28 men, with three whose anniversaries fall between now
and the end of the war, and one who died in February 1919 as a result of the war.
The most recent anniversaries we have marked are listed here.

Ernest Robins – 25 August 1918. A 22-year-old former clerk at the
brewery who died south of Arras in France as part of the fighting in
Picardy.
Frederick Nash - 10 September 1918. The son of a baker in the village
who died in Northern Italy at the age of 19.
The four remaining men we will remember in this way are:
Arthur Grant – 28 September 1918. Son of Thomas Grant, of
Cowpastures Farm, who died at the age of 21 in France.
Alfred Gibbs – 25 October 1918. The son of a farmer in the village but left
for South Africa. He died of Pneumonia whilst serving in the South African
Regiment at the age of 35. He is buried in the Baptist Cemetery in Hook
Norton.
Walter Busby – 10 November 1918. He worked for the brewery driving
and maintaining Alban Clarke’s car. He died at the age of 31 during a flu
pandemic in Treport in France and left behind a wife and three children.
Thomas Hiatt – 26 February 1919. He was born in Hook Norton, son of
Thomas Hiatt the farmer. He died of natural causes while serving with the
newly formed RAF in France at the age of 31.
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We will of course also be marking the anniversary of the Armistice in November. As
normal, we will ring the bells half-muffled before the parade through the village;
however, later in the day, we will be attempting to ring a full peal – three hours’
worth of ringing – with the bells rung un-muffled to celebrate the end of the war.
This project has been a thought-provoking and emotional journey for all the ringers
involved. We’ve tried to find out a little about each of the men as we rang for them,
and it’s clear that the majority of the men were young men and boys who worked in
various roles in the village – from the butcher and baker, to farmers and labourers,
quarry men, or workers at the brewery. They all have one thing in common – they
lived, worked and played in the same lanes and fields as we do today, and we have
raised a glass to each of them in a pub that they would almost certainly have
visited.
And finally, last year a new ring of bells was hung in St George’s Memorial Church in
Ypres. To bring our journey of remembrance to an end, the ringers are planning to
travel to Ypres next year to ring the bells in memory of the men of Hook Norton.
Jonathan Muller

AUGUST QUIZ SOLUTION – CAR WORD SEARCH
I hope you enjoyed solving the clues to find the names of the 45 cars – the three
not mentioned in the story are below. Many thanks to those who entered their
answers for the prize draw. There were twelve entries and all twelve found the
missing three. A special mention for Gillian and Eleanor Taylor who identified Sunny
(in red below), which was an oversight on my part! Before Holy Communion on 9
September, Andrew Tarpey’s was drawn out and will receive £12 (half of the money
raised).

So, the 3 cars not in the story are Mini, Rio and Smart.
Look out for this edition’s music quiz – I look forward to receiving your entry.
Kevin Hope
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
We had a wonderful week to celebrate our Silver Jubilee.
We welcomed visitors from past and present to our exhibition of memorabilia,
photos and artefacts celebrating the history of the school. It was lovely to see so
many old pupils, parents and staff, and catch up on the last 25 years! Mr Andrew
Bowen (the previous head teacher) and I cut the amazing cake baked by Mrs Hope
with the help of Owl Club. Evan and Morgan Wollerton made an incredibly detailed
model of the school that wowed us all. A video of the school year 1998 brought
back so many memories. We also awarded a long service bottle of champagne to
Maxine Melody – she has had children in the school since its opening in 1993!

Mr Bowen also came to one of our assemblies and told
the children all about the making of the new school.
With Mrs Janet Collins as Chair of Governors, together
they fought for a new school to replace the dilapidated
old one. Mrs Williams, from our Nursery, also told the
children about what it was like to come to the new
school – she was a pupil here when it opened. The
children couldn’t believe that you had to go outside to
the toilet at the old school!
Pirate Day: We had an exciting pirate day, together
with a Circus Skills workshop for every class. Children
were shown how to juggle, balance feathers and spin
plates – you have been warned! Everyone looked the part, dressed for the pirate
theme. My particular favourites were the two parrots.
The kitchen worked hard to provide a tasty pirate picnic for lunch on the field and
we launched our wonderful new pirate ship on the adventure playground.
Here’s to the next 25 years!
Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk

51

OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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DINNER WITH A DIFFERENCE
Many of you will have taken part in, or read
about, the safari suppers which we
organised annually from 2010 until last
year.
After giving the event a rest in 2018, we’ve
decided to bring it back next year. For those
new to the village, and especially if you
haven’t heard of this before, the evening will
start with fizz and canapés at a central
location.
Those taking part will then be directed to different host houses to be served a main
course, before moving on to another host’s house to be treated to dessert.
Everyone meets up again at the end of the evening for an additional drink or two
(or more) and a good old chin-wag. Look out for more information in December’s
newsletter – but if you are interested in being a host, send us a message to
safarisupper@live.co.uk and let us know whether you would want to be a main
course or dessert host – and any ‘can’t do’ Saturdays in May, June or September
2019. Thank you from the Safari Supper team…
Becky Robertson, David Cooper, Jo Green and Kevin Hope

Rog and Bex

QUIZ
£10 a team of 4
LIcensed BaR

7:30pm
pRoceeds to st peteR’s &KatheRIne hoUse hospIce
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Hook Norton War Memorial Hall – Saturday 10 November, 12–4pm
100th Anniversary of the end of the First World War
Hook Norton Parish Council are organising an event on Saturday
10 November to mark 100 years since the end of World War I.
This is to be held at the War Memorial Hall between 12 noon
and 4pm.
Many thanks to those of you who have expressed an interest in
helping and being part of the day.
So far we have:
Live music – including songs from the Wars
Refreshments
Displays – The Local History Group
Readings – HN Literature Group
The Royal British Legion
Planting a commemorative tree
Winners of the Primary School ‘Remembrance’ competition will be announced.
We still need offers of more help on the day, or donations of cakes etc. for the
refreshments. All proceeds raised from the sale of these will go to The Royal British
Legion. There is no entry charge on the day – and all are welcome.
If you have not yet been in touch and would like to volunteer in some way,
please contact The Parish Council at the email address below.
Many thanks.
parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk

A Date for Your Diary
Friday 5 October

Annual Macmillan Coffee Morning
to be held in St Peter's Church, Hook Norton, 9–11.30am
We will have the normal cakes and coffee/tea, with a raffle,
and also Macmillan Christmas cards and gifts.
If you have any donations you would like to give, please let me know or
bring on the morning of the coffee morning.
Julie Wood - juliedwood46@gmail.com

** Please email me if you are able to help out **
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HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
We would like to welcome all our new children that have
started with us this term, and wish all the children who left for
their respective schools all the best in their new adventures.
We are currently full but we have a waiting list for starting
after Christmas. if you are interested in a place please contact
us and have a chat about how we can help fulfil your needs
and those of your children. We are an ‘outstanding’ setting,
two inspections on the trot, and it was highlighted in our
report that our children ‘are highly motivated to learn and they make substantial
progress from when they first start. They develop excellent skills in preparation for
school, including a very secure understanding of early reading and mathematics.’
For our full report please see our website. We are also welcoming Carly Marsden
who has started her Level 3 apprenticeship with us.
This year we are holding our Xmas Fayre on Sunday, 2 December, at the playgroup
2–4pm. Everybody is welcome to come – and if there is anyone who would be
interested in having a stall, please get in touch. Our annual Halloween Party will be
on Friday, 26 October, 6-9pm at the Sports & Social Club. Tickets will be available
from Playgroup, £5 per family.
For more information check out our facebook page, our website –
www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk – or contact me directly.
Julie Riley, Manager, 730560, hnppg@btinternet.com
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Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days

Times

Breakfast Club

Monday–Friday

7.30-9am

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

Costs
88p per
15 minutes
£17.00

Pick Up from Nursery

Monday–Friday

11.30am

£2.50

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£2.50

Take to Nursery

Monday–Friday

12.30pm

£2.50

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

£17.00

Pick Up from School

Monday–Friday

3.15-4pm

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£2.50
£1.25 per
15 minutes

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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ARE YOU BRUSHING YOUR TEETH TOO HARD?
It must be the case that cleaning and brushing your teeth harder
should more effectively remove plaque from your teeth, right?
Wrong. It can actually do more harm than good. The pressure
on your teeth and gums can lead to problems such as enamel
wear and receding gums, which can lead to sensitive teeth.
Taking a look at your toothbrush can be an
indication of whether you are brushing too hard. The bristles
should be straight if you are not using too much pressure, but if
you are, the bristles will be splayed out to the sides (See picture).
Use a soft or extra soft toothbrush and change every three
months. If you feel you may still be heavy-handed with brushing,
it may be worth you investing in an electric toothbrush. Electric toothbrushes now
come with built in pressure sensors, so if you are brushing too hard, it will alert you.
Stop damage to teeth and gums:
1. Use a soft or extra soft bristled toothbrush (manual or electric)
2. Place your toothbrush at a 45-degree angle to the your gums
3. Gently move back-and-forth, or in a circular motion to the gums, but don’t
forget to brush the other surfaces of your teeth!
4. Spend two minutes brushing – it might feel like forever, but sticking to these
tips will help keep your teeth clean and mouth healthy.
FAQ:
1. Will brushing my teeth harder make them cleaner? No, a small amount of
pressure is needed to effectively remove plaque.
2. Brushing harder can make teeth look whiter? No, very wrong. Your toothpaste
contains small abrasive particles, which are able to remove external staining,
but will not make your teeth whiter. Professional teeth whitening will help.
What type of toothbrush should I be using? Invest in an electric toothbrush. Studies
show there is a 50% increase in better plaque removal!
Harbinder Singh Dewgun, Lion House Dental Practice

THE OXFORDSHIRE PERFORMERS CLUB
A Performers Club has recently been set up for adult amateur musicians who are
seeking opportunities to perform in a friendly and supportive environment.
The Oxfordshire Performers Club, which meets at various Oxfordshire locations
every six weeks or so, is for players and singers, at any level or instrument, who
want to gain experience and confidence at performing, without the pressures of a
formal concert. Players perform to each other, friends and family, and can perform
all or just part of a piece. The emphasis is on classical music, but we will
accommodate jazz and popular music if there is room. The Club welcomes learners
who can try out their pieces at the Club before their examination. We also welcome
experienced players who simply lack sufficient opportunities to perform. Some very
experienced players try out pieces at the Club first, before performing them at a
formal concert. Come and join us, either as a performer or a listener. Our next
concert is at 3pm on 21 October and there will also be a date in November, before
starting again in January. More information, including about the venue, can be
found on the website and the Facebook page: www.oxfordshireperformersclub.co.uk
www.facebook.com/oxfordshireperformersclub/ – or email for more details:.
Jude Douglass, oxfordshireperformersclub@hotmail.com
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hi to all you lovely Hooky folk. As I type, the evenings are drawing in and the
temperature has cooled enough to occasionally require a jacket.
But, WOW! what an absolutely beautiful summer we've had, this year.
However (as usual with most things in life, there's a ‘but’) if, like me, you love your
garden, you'll know that this has not been a good year for outdoor plants and crops.
And even I, a real sun-lover, found myself hiding in a cool, dark room to escape the
somewhat oppressive heat.
I did manage to plant and bring on some seeds and seedlings this year, specifically
for areas around the village, but I've resisted the urge to plant them out as
watering may have been a problem.
So, if I can keep them going through the winter, then we'll see some colourful areas
in the spring.
I'm noticing that the free dog-poo bags are still being used and many people have
shared their stories of occasions when they've found themselves without a bag and
they've had to use one from the dispensers around the village.
Unfortunately, though, one or more greedy people are still, quite inconsiderately
and selfishly taking all the bags soon after I put them out – unless 15 people
happened to find themselves bag-less in the High Street yesterday.
Please, use the bags if you need one, but leave the rest for others to use. They are
there for emergency use for everyone.
Now, to the subject of lost property. If you, or one of your little darlings, has lost
something around the village, please do check the Lost Property Box, which is
situated in the left hand corner of the village shop window.
It is overflowing with items found by myself or others, and I periodically remove
items that have been in there for several months.
Items of value will either be left in the shop safe or with me, so it's always worth
asking. I still have several keys in my possession that have not been claimed.
And, lastly, I'll share with you an observation: I'm often quite stunned by the
amount of wasted food, drink and sweets I find in the playground.
If you have children or grandchildren in the village, who use the playground, it
might be worth pointing out to them that those sweets, crisps, bottles of pop or
water, and even cakes and dips, could always be retained for another day.
I could feed a small army on the amount of consumables I find sometimes.
Interestingly, I'm continually baffled as to how it appears easier to carry a bag full
of picnic to an area, but almost impossible to carry the empty packaging to a bin.
But, to be honest, most youngsters seem to get the hang of using a bin after only a
small amount of prompting from me, so I shall persevere in my quest to educate
the next generations on how to utilise litter and recycling receptacles... :-)
Have a great autumn, everyone, enjoy our beautiful village, and my ongoing
gratitude to all those of you who continue to maintain the space around your
homes. See you around.
Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718
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HOOK NORTON WI
If you think that the W.I. is a group of ladies who meet
monthly for a cup of tea and a chat, and have a guest
speaker, our summer programme would definitely have
proved you wrong. These are some of the things that we
have done:
- We had an excellent Summer Lunch at Wychwood Golf Club
- We took advantage of the wonderful weather and had a
Pimm’s Evening in a member’s Garden
- We celebrated the anniversary of votes for women by showing a matinee
performance of 'Suffragettes', complete with ice cream and popcorn
- We ran a Tombola Stall at Music at the Crossroads, on a very hot afternoon, with
competition from England playing in the World Cup
- We had a Summer Outing to Windsor, where we explored at our own leisure, with
some members visiting the castle, some exploring the old town and some cruising
down the river
- We catered for the Annual Sponsored Cycle Run for the Shakespeare Hospice,
providing food and drink for over 250 cyclists as they came through the village
- We also had our annual Garden Party in a member’s garden on a lovely sunny
afternoon; this consisted of tea, sandwiches, cakes, jelly & ice cream and a quiz.
We are now looking forward to our autumn programme, which starts on 18
September with Irene Tyack telling us about 'The Yellow Hat Tribe'; and on 16
October a talk about 'Tales from Wychwood Forest' by Valerie Burton.
Our Christmas Shopping Trip in November will be taking us to Cheltenham.
If you would like to become a member of the W.I, you are welcome to join us. We
meet in the Baptist Hall on the 3rd Tuesday of each month
Margaret Gardner

Taking Wing
Did you experience a flying ant day this year? Stella Taylor captured the iridescent
wings of this one in her garden – another symbol of summer.
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NEWS FROM HOOKY VET
One of our more recent patients Leo, had to have
major surgery at Hook Norton Veterinary Group
(HNVG). Thanks to vet Laura Snyman and the
nursing team, we are pleased to report that he is
now at home and doing really well, much to the
relief of his owners!
We are highlighting Leo’s case as he required a
blood transfusion during surgery, which wouldn’t
have been possible without a donor. Luckily for
Leo, one of our client’s dogs, Elli, came to his
rescue and was able to donate blood that helped
to save his life.

Leo on the mend

Many people are unaware that both dogs and
cats can help save other animals by being blood
donors. The process is similar to the human blood
service: dog/cat owners kindly bring along their
much-loved companions to be blood-typed at the
surgery, where a small amount of blood is taken.
At HNVG we do not store blood, so your details
will be kept on file and we would only contact you
in an emergency, when another patient requires a
blood transfusion.

During an emergency procedure, a small amount of
blood would be taken prior to the donation, to make
sure your pet is fit and healthy. They are then
weighed, and a percentage of their blood is taken in
accordance with their body weight. Once the
donation has been given, your lifesaver will be
monitored and will remain at the surgery for a short
amount of time, to ensure they have had something
to eat and drink. This is very similar to the tea and
biscuits humans get when donating blood! Whereas we
Super-dog Eli
take a short amount of time to recover, your faithful pet
will have to rest at home for 24–48 hours, making the perfect excuse to give them
extra hugs and cuddles.
In order to be a donor your dog/cat needs to:
��

Be fit and healthy

��

Be between one and eight years old

��

Weigh more than 25kg (dog) or 4kg (cat)

��

Have a good temperament

��

Have never travelled abroad

��

Be vaccinated (not within 3 weeks)

��

Not be on any medication

If you would like more information, or to discuss if your dog or cat could potentially
be a donor, please contact the surgery on 730501.
Verity Ramus, Hook Norton Veterinary Group
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OCTOBER/NOVEMBER VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS
Tuesday

Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday

10:00 AM
7.00 PM
8:00 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
3:30 PM
10:00 AM
7:00 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:30 PM

Font Café
Hooky Harriers
Ladies Social Badminton
Still Waters Cafe
Health Walk
Jam Club
Ladies Social Badminton
Alpha Course
Stay and Play Toddler Group
Font Café
Live Music night
Quiz Night

St Peters
Sports & Social Club
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Doctors’ Surgery
Primary School
Memorial Hall
Baptist Church
Baptist Hall
St Peters
The Sun Inn
Pear Tree Inn

SPECIFIC EVENTS - OCTOBER
Date Day

02
03
05
05
06
06
06
07
08
10
10
11
11
13
14
16
17
17
19
20
24
25
25
25
25
26
27
31
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Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Wednesday

Time Event

19:30
15:30
09:00
19:00
12:00
19:00
19:00
15:30
19:30
14:30
18:00
09:00
19:30
19:30
10:00
14:00
15:00
19:30
17:00
19:00
14:00
09:00
10:30
19:00
19:30
18:00
19:30
15:30

Local History Group
Lego Club
Macmillan Coffee Morning
Oktoberfest - Friday Night
Apple Day
Hook Norton Movie Night
Oktoberfest at the Brewery
9th Hook Norton Race for Life
Lunar Society
Reading Group
Open Tap Take Over
Rhythm Time Music
Parish Council Meeting
Brass Band Concert
Hook Norton Classic Car Meets
WI Meeting
Tea and Cake at the Library
Garden Club - Winter baskets/containers
Junior Book Club
Hook Norton Movie Night
Craft & Chatter
Rhythm Time Music
Carry on Learning
Incredible Edible Get Together
Hooky Players Get Together
Playgroup Halloween Party
Ladies Pamper Evening
Lego Club

Location

Baptist Hall
Library
St Peter's Church
Brewery
The Pear Tree
Memorial Hall
Brewery
The Sun Inn
The Sun Inn
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
St Peter's
Brewery
Baptist Hall
Library
Memorial Hall
Library
Memorial Hall
Library
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn
The Sun Inn
Sports & Social Club
The Sun Inn
Library

SPECIFIC EVENTS - NOVEMBER
Date Day

03
03
06
07
08
08
09
10
11
12
14
14
16
16
17
20
21
21
21
22
23
24
28
28
29
29
29
01
02

Saturday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday

Time

10:00
19:00
19:30
15:30
09:00
19:30
18:00
12:00
10:30
19:30
14:30
18:00
17:00
19:00
14:00
15:00
19:30
19:30
09:00
19:30
19:30
14:00
15:30
10:30
19:00
19:30
19:30
14:00

Event

Location

Craft Fair
Hook Norton Movie Night
Local History Group
Lego Club
Rhythm Time Music
Parish Council Meeting
Remembrance Sunday Rehearsal
WWI Memorial Event
Remembrance Parade and Service
Lunar Society
Reading Group
Open Tap Take Over
Junior Book Club
Newsletter Copy Deadline
Hook Norton Movie Night
WI Meeting
Tea and Cake at the Library
Hook Norton Charitable Association AGM
Garden Club AGM/Members’ evening
Rhythm Time Music
Rog and Bex Quiz
Hooky Players Music & Drama Evening
Craft & Chatter
Lego Club
Carry on Learning
Incredible Edible Get Together
Hooky Players Get Together
Brass Band Christmas Concert
Playgroup Xmas Fayre

St Peter's
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Library
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
St Peter's
Memorial Hall
St Peter's
Sun Inn
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
Library
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Library
Brewery
Memorial Hall
School Study Centre
St Peter's
Memorial Hall
Library
Library
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn
The Sun Inn
St Peter's
Playgroup Rooms

Useful Contacts
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if
possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council
issues. Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council
charges for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths,
wall units, sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of
charges at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste
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COTSWOLD CARRIERS REMOVALS LTD
Removals – Storage – Haulage

�� Local and long
distance moves
�� Regular London
trips
�� No job too small
(man/van service)
�� Full and part-loads
to Europe
�� Containerised
storage
�� Experienced and helpful staff
�� Specialists to the antiques trade
Tel: 01608 730 500
Email: enquiries@cotswold-carriers.co.uk
The Sidings, Station Road, Kingham, OX7 6SX
www.cotswoldcarriers.com
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10% Discount
Voucher
Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV
See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation
The outside facilities in both villas are
or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
superb.
for availability and price list.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,
sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the
outdoor kitchen.
Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
Check our web site for
carolinecatling@btconnect.com
availability and booking.
www.luxuryvillasjavea.com

Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

SSti
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HOOK NORTON APPLE DAY
Apple Day is Saturday 6 October
As usual Apple Day will be held in the car park of the Pear
Tree. We will be putting builders’ bags out in the car park for
the week before so if you have any apples that you want to
donate please feel free to drop them (gently!) into the bags.
For those of you with apple trees we are hoping to have a
team of volunteers who can come around and pick them for
you – you just need to let us know.
The day is very much a family occasion, with games for children and a bouncy castle
in the pub beer garden, as well as barbequed hot dogs for lunch, washed down with
freshly-squeezed apple juice. Obviously, apple juice can turn into cider with a
minimal amount of supervision, so we are offering complete starter kits for novices,
and larger amounts of juice (possibly at a discount) for those who want to produce
their own cider on a larger scale! There are quite a few cider makers in the village
who would be willing to pass on their expertise on the day or later at an undisclosed
location (first rule of cider club!) For those who consider themselves to have a
discerning palate there is the cider tasting challenge and the apple varieties table.
There is also a cake stand and the pub will be producing apple-based fare. Pete
Watkins has also kindly agreed to provide some music on the day.
If you have apples that you wish to donate but can’t get them picked, please contact
Bethan Dennick on 730044 or 07882 751264. Also, if you would like to help with
apple picking in the few days before the event or on the day itself, we would love to
hear from you via HNAppleDay@yahoo.com or our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/HNAppleDay/.
Hugh Robertson, for the Apple Day team
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BETTY'S LAST DAYS AT BRYMBO

Built in 1912 and used at Hook Norton from September 1942, 'Betty' was a Hunslet
steam locomotive, one of five railway engines used in the Brymbo ironstone quarry,
and was the last steam locomotive running there.
Hook Norton Ironstone quarry closed on 22 June 1946. G Cohen & Sons eventually
purchased the whole site, and nearly everything was sold off by February 1949.
However, still remaining on site were 'Betty' and three other locomotives: 'Gwen',
'Joan' and 'Black Bess (No352)'. A fourth engine, 'Russell', was earlier sold in 1948
and is now preserved on the Welsh Highland Heritage Railway. Also remaining
unsold was nearly three miles of two-foot gauge rails, lying on the Park Farm and
Redlands sites.
‘Betty’ has the distinction of being the last locomotive used on the site, for it was
used to pull the wagons employed to lift the remaining rail network from May to
July 1949. Jack Nash was the engine driver for this last duty, before 'Betty' and the
others were scrapped on site later that year. The operative who had the task of
scrapping 'Betty' saved one of the brass nameplates, shown above, which is
currently held in a private collection. So ended the era of steam locomotives at
Brymbo Hook Norton.
James Tobin

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
2018 has been a very busy time: venues at Warwick, Stratford on Avon, Hook
Norton, Winchester Cathedral and HMS Victory in Portsmouth being just a small
selection of the performances given.
After our very busy summer, the Band's Autumn Concert takes place on the
evening of Saturday, 13 October, 7.30pm at St Peter’s Church – featuring both the
Hook Norton Brass Band and Training Band: an evening of varied, live music to suit
all tastes in the beautiful surroundings of St Peter’s Church. Entry is free, with
refreshments kindly provided by the brewery, the popular raffle, and a retiring
collection in aid of St Peter’s and a cancer charity. Come along and enjoy your local
Brass Band.
We will be leading the Procession in the village on Remembrance Sunday, and
accompanying the service on this 100th anniversary on the end of World War I.
Our Christmas Concert takes place on Saturday, 1 December.
On the evening of 11 November we perform a Concert of Film Themes at
Middleton Cheney – see our web site for more details.
Martin Quartermain
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk
bridalwear
Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges
KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762
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