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FROM THE EDITORS
The museum had a clear out; Elaine and
Bridget were kind enough to think of
me, and I have been the beneficiary of
many back-copies of the newsletter. I
pulled out the one for July (sic) 1983 –
35 years ago. In those pre-digital days,
the cover was often a charming pencil
sketch like this one; the artist appears
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to have worked unacknowledged,
though some of our readers no-doubt
know who it was. Much is familiar:
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horticultural shows, coffee mornings and
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concert at the Railway Hotel provoked
neighbours to complain about the noise, Find us on the web at
www.hook-norton.org.uk/villageand counter-claims of intolerance –
M@C may be relieved that we have
newsletter
mellowed a little. The third season of
the Film Society began with a double-bill: ‘Gregory’s Girl’ and ‘M. Hulot’s Holiday’ – John
Gordon Sinclair was still on our screens this spring. The Local History Society organised
an Elizabethan Concert (time for a revival, I say!) and Mr Gilbert Geear spoke of his Hook
Norton Boyhood, 70 years previously, before the First World War – sadly his reflections
are not recorded. The Parish Council were alarmed that ‘motor cyclists’ had been seen in
the cemetery – whether the disquiet was because they were corporeal or spectral is not
clarified. They also agreed, ‘after some discussion’, to recommend the name ‘Bean Acre’,
unelided, for a new development in the village.
Perhaps the most striking contribution was the anticipated winter programme of the Hook
Norton Evening Centre which, despite its title, also extended into afternoons. On a single
day patrons could engage in classes covering Painting; Motorbike Maintenance (pace the
PC); Yoga (not specified if this was Zen); Spanish Conversation and International Affairs.
The rest of the week ranged over Chocolate Sweet Making and Christmas Cake Icing –
thankfully balanced with Keep Fit and ‘Dancercise’ – crafts from Corn Dollies to Picture
Framing, and exercise for the mind in the form of Medieval Archaeology, 20th Century
Writers and Wildlife Studies. I have heard tell of this legendary institution before – I
know that some of those who organised and taught there are still in the village – but this
really brings home what a lost resource it is. I believe its loss was a consequence of
‘austerity’ before the term was even coined – though I may be corrected after writing
this! How richly we could all profit from a course in ‘International Affairs’ this winter.
Thanks to Amanda Lickorish for the cover photo of that amazing sea of blue up near the
Gate.
David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH - A SHORT HISTORY
Part 2 - The Eighteenth century dissenters
After the tempestuous season of upheaval during the seventeenth century, in which
the monarchy was overthrown and then reinstated, and the marriage between
Church and State separated only to be wedded again, the eighteenth century was a
period of comparative calm. The Church of England once again held complete
power over religious life, but a time of tolerance gradually began take root during
the latter years of the sixteen hundreds, which changed the face of nonconformism.
This began with the Toleration Act of 1689, which stated that while groups of nonconformists could still be excommunicated from the diocese they could also apply
for buildings to be legally recognised as places of worship and meet together
unmolested.
The Clarendon Code of earlier years sought to eradicate non-conformism by
prohibiting any religious activity which was separate from the Church of England,
but only succeeded in increasing the numbers in the Baptist congregation of Hook
Norton. The Toleration Act however stripped the non-conformists of the unity that
had flourished in the face of persecution, and the distinctiveness of nonconformism. During the century that followed, the Baptist Church experienced
conflict not from outside the church but from within.
The Baptists continued meeting in Daniel Wilmots house (then pastor), and
gradually became more established in the following years. A chapel was built, along
with a house for the minister, on the land of one of the wealthier members of the
congregation. The present chapel stands on this site. A short list of rules were
written by the church concerning common doctrines and the manner of living
expected from its members. Daniel Wilmot died in 1742; he and his father had
together pastored the Baptist Church for an entire century.
Two short ministries ensued, Daniel Evans (1743–1747) and John Nottage (1747–
1753), under whose authority a charitable trust was created, to which was
transferred all the property of the church. One Benjamin Whitmore then became
pastor and ministered until his death in 1804. This was a time of tension in the
global church due to the ongoing controversy between extreme Calvinism (the
belief that people are predestined for salvation or hell) and the doctrine of Free
Will. Other smaller theological disputes also affected Hook Norton Baptist church,
such as the requirements for membership. It seems that these internal conflicts
and the popularity of Calvinism – which negated the purpose of evangelism – were
responsible for the decline in membership.
Next month: Through the Centuries
Bethan Williams

A ‘Thank You’ from Sheila and John Acreman
We have been completely overwhelmed by the kindness, good wishes and
generosity of so many people in this truly amazing village community, who
have bid us such a fond farewell. As we move on after 26 wonderful years
among you, we leave with a real sense of gratitude for you all. Through you,
both those who go to church and those who don’t, we have been so richly
blessed. All we can say is ‘Thank You’, and you will always hold a special place
in our hearts.
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10% Discount
Voucher
Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV
See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation
The outside facilities in both villas are
or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
superb.
for availability and price list.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,
sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the
outdoor kitchen.
Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
Check our web site for
carolinecatling@btconnect.com
availability and booking.
www.luxuryvillasjavea.com

SSti
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Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

HOOK NORTON WI
The speaker for our May meeting was Frances Benton, who
gave us a very enthusiastic and humorous talk about her
passion for pearls. She became passionate about them from
the age of seven, when her grandmother introduced her to
many types of pearls. She has visited every pearl country in
the world, and learnt to string pearls in China. Pearls come in
various categories: natural pearls are formed in shellfish,
cultured ones in special pearl farms and simulated ones
made from glass. Real pearls should be worn as much as possible so they don’t lose
their bloom. She passed round strings of pearls in various colours and had on
display an amazing collection of various pearl jewellery that she had made and were
for sale.
In June, we welcomed David Willatts, whose talk was called Anaesthesia –
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow. Although it had a serious title, he made the talk
come alive with an interesting and witty account of anaesthesia. He described a
typical day and said it took 12 years to become an Anaesthetist. Doctors used to use
Opium at the beginning and, in the 1800’s, Nitrous Oxide was introduced, and then
Ether and Chloroform, given in a very basic way to put a patient to sleep during an
operation. Over the next 100 years, different monitoring equipment was used. Now
Anaesthetists use Fentanyl and Propofol, and sit at a machine to monitor a patient
during an operation. There will be fewer changes in giving anaesthetics in the future.
We have a busy few months, as we have an outing to Windsor arranged and a
garden party to look forward to in August. We start back to our normal meetings on
18 September, when Irene Tyack will be giving a talk on The Yellow Hat Tribe.
Doreen McLaughlin

STOUR SINGERS CONCERT
Sunday 30 September, 3pm, Townsend Hall, Shipston-on-Stour
Stour Singers are delighted that Darren Jeffery accepted their invitation to be the
2017/18 Honorary Fellow, having excelled in the title role of their production of
Handel’s Saul in May 2017. Darren has a wonderful bass baritone voice and is
completely at home on both the operatic stage and the concert platform. He was
one of the very first singers to join the Royal Opera Young Artists Programme
(singing with the likes of Luciano Pavarotti!). He is now a regular at the Royal Opera
House Covent Garden and his career has taken him to places such as the Bolshoi
Theatre. Having returned from an extensive tour of the Netherlands in the title role
of Wagner’s The Flying Dutchman, he has recently appeared at Longborough
Festival Opera in Richard Strauss’s Ariadne auf Naxos.
Darren is offering a unique chance to hear him close-up and personal, accompanied
by his pianist Anthony Seddon. This will be an unforgettable journey through Opera,
Song, and Musical: a treat not to be missed.
Tickets £12.50, include refreshments with home-made cakes. Accompanied children
free. Please contact me for further details.
Yvonne Ridley, 01789 269587

From the Registers
Sadly we report the deaths of Mary Teresa Parker and David Mills. On behalf of the
village we send condolences to their families and friends.
The following were baptised at St Peter’s: Ewan Thomas Rutherford; Edward Joseph
Rutherford; Eleanor May Rutherford; Nala Kathlean White. Edward Leo Knowles was
confirmed. We wish joy and congratulations to all.
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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We’ve done those now!
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MUSIC AT THE CROSSROADS 2018
Right from the very start on Friday night, in a magnificent location and on a
beautiful summer evening, the standard was set for an awesome weekend of quality
music. The soulful voice and stylish guitar from Jess&Sam was followed by the
consummate Spank the Monkey. Next up fine new songs from The Pete Watkins
Originals and the evening was completed by Under The Covers, one of our finest
local bands. The marquee was alive and bouncing with villagers and visitors having a
party, while the bar staff busily kept everyone refreshed from the well-stocked
Hooky bar!
On Saturday the sun blazed down, this year we were blessed with perfect festival
weather, the fabulous stalls and vendors were all set, the Gin Bar, Hooky bar,
Henry’s Hog Roast, Roy Chip Stop and JP’s Pizza’s all at the ready. From 1.30pm the
campers and revellers were turning up and finding a shady spot in the field or the
marquee. Armed with a beer they sat and enjoyed Ged Wilson a bluesman, fresh
back from his tour of France. Switch to main stage and bluegrass versions of wellknown songs from Cheap Sunglasses. A welcome return was offered to
Scarecrow, a local and accomplished folk band which gave a happy accompaniment
to the relaxed atmosphere in the marquee. Then, on main stage the soaring female
vocal and crunching guitars from the aptly named Bruiser. Bewelian took to the
marquee stage, horns, fiddles, double bass, guitar, drums and vocals combining to
take folk roots to whole new level – there’s not a stage where this band would not
impress. A weekend favourite of many were The Folly Brothers, a three piece
traditional bluegrass band, they looked and sounded great. Guitarists were then
treated to a master class in solo electric blues from Krissie Matthews. While many
watched England dismissing Sweden on the TV screen, sponsored by Southcombe
Garage, Krissie held the music fans rapt. Wow! Local heroes Freeway Jam,
demonstrated their experience performing their own take on great electric
Americana. Next! All the way from Alabama and on their European tour, were
Debbie Bond and Radiator Rick; Debbie is a fabulous songwriter and blues
guitarist with a wonderful voice to
boot.
Now we were all ready and in
anticipation of our headliners
John Coghlan’s Quo sponsored
by Banbury Plant and Skip Hire.
Right from the start the loud
riffing guitars blasted into Caroline
backed by the thunderous drums
of John Coghlan. Founding
member John characterised the
sound of Status Quo back in the
early 70’s. Young and older were
drawn to the stage and were
dancing right from the off. The
sweating, smiling and singing crowd were in a frenzy right through to the last
number Down Down, for Quo and rock music fans this is almost as good as it gets!
It wasn’t over yet: our local boys The Norton Commandos rounded off the
weekend in the marquee with a great set of crowd satisfying covers, a tight and
professional rhythm section from Andy and Rich, with Pete frontman guitar and
vocals.
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The sound and light team for the weekend were local suppliers Soundwave, Nexus
and Limelight. It was so satisfying to hear lovely comments regarding the quality of
the music, sound and lighting.
Special thanks go our sponsors,
Nigel at Banbury Plant and Skip
Hire and James at Hook Norton
Brewery and all the amazing
supporters of the raffle prizes
including Fairport Convention.
There’s not enough space the
thank everyone and so will
leave that to the next edition of
the newsletter, which will
include a confirmation of the
money raised for the charities
supported by the HNCA and
MAC.
We will however say an enormous Thank You to everyone who helped in any way
to make this a fabulous weekend. The committee worked hard to ensure a happy
and safe weekend for our village and our welcome visitors who travelled to enjoy
our festival and hospitality. A selection of amazing photos taken by Cathy Hattam
can be viewed on Music at the Crossroads Facebook page.
Date for 2019: Friday 5 & Saturday 6 July (www.hookymusic.co.uk)
Pete Watkins, for Hook Norton Charitable Association

HOOK NORTON LUNAR SOCIETY
Lunar Shorties: Hook Norton Lunar
Society’s inaugural season ended with a
novel programme of four short
presentations and lively discussion on 11
June.
The evening opened with an interactive
quiz by Dick Chalmers based on Hans
Rosling, Ola Rosling, and Anna Rosling
Rönnlund’s book Factfulness and closed
with his analysis and explanation of the results. To follow, Nigel Whitehead
catalogued the Nobel Prize winners whose work contributed to the invention and
development of the Smartphone and amazed all present with the breadth of
disciplines and the number of scientists involved. Then John Wheatley intrigued
those present with his varied experiences of commuting, which culminated in the
romance of his life. Deftly avoiding any potentially ribald pitfalls, Don Ratcliffe’s
presentation on ball-tampering in cricket proved a highlight of the evening and his
explanation of the techniques used to swing the ball were delivered with aplomb.
The Lunar Society will reconvene on Monday 10 September at 7.30pm, in the back
room of the Sun Inn, when Dr Jim Endersby, Reader in the History of Science,
School of History, Art History and Philosophy, University of Sussex, will challenge
with ‘Is there a God in this text? (or, why much of what you think you know about
Darwin is wrong)’.
Ian Buchanan, 730323, ian@buchananhn.co.uk
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●
●
●
●
●

Rodents
Flying insects
Crawling insects
Moles
Routine pest visits

We have a guarantee on wasp and
hornet treatment.
Fully insured and qualified to
BPCA/RSPH standards.
Find us on Facebook or visit our website
Phone- 01295367189
Website- oscarpestcontrol.co.uk
Email- info@oscarpestcontrol.co.uk
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Hook Norton War Memorial Hall
100th Anniversary of the end of the First World War
Hook Norton Parish Council is planning an event on Saturday
10 November 2018 to mark 100 years since the end of World
War 1.
This is to be held at the War Memorial Hall, exact time to be
announced, but between 12.00 and 16.00.
We would like to invite all village groups and individuals to be
part of this event, and would welcome any suggestions for the
day, along with help in planning it and on running and
overseeing the day itself.
So far, we have planned live music – songs from the wars – and refreshments –
sandwiches, tea and cake.
Please get in touch with us and share your ideas. Many thanks.
parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk

Hook Norton War Memorial Hall Garden
The Parish Council would like to give the garden a complete
make-over – so that it is a truly fitting Memorial Garden.
We are therefore looking for volunteers to assist us in this
project – from the design to the implementation.
If anyone can offer their expertise in this area, or would like to
donate plants, planters, contact local businesses who might like
to donate to this cause, or can just spare a few hours over the
summer months to help – please get in touch with us.
We would like the project completed in plenty of time for the Hook Norton War
Memorial Hall event we are holding on Saturday 10 November – when we will be
planting a tree in memory of those who have fallen during conflict.
parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
15

OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.

16

HOOK NORTON TOWER OUTING
It was an early 8am start on
Saturday 23 June for the Hook
Norton bell ringers and friends,
as they made their way up the
M6 to their outing in
Staffordshire. The tour had
kindly been organised by David
Crump, ringer at Abbots
Bromley, who has been working
near to Hooky and has visited
us regularly on a Thursday
evening for several months.
With the help of David’s ‘local
knowledge’, and volunteer
recruits, we visited and rang at
four very interesting churches;
hidden gems in the middle of
the wonderful countryside. A
great day was had by all!
The Towers
Ingestre, an anticlockwise
The Hooky team plus local helpers at Hoar Cross
12cwt 6, were restored and rehung in
2006, originally cast by Henry Bagley II in 1695. The church itself was built by
Walter Chetwynd, to a design attributed to Sir Christopher Wren. The church is
beautiful inside and attracts Wren aficionados
from around the world.
Abbots Bromley’s 11cwt 8 share similarities
with Hooky Bells, in that they were cast at a
similar time by John Taylor. They were originally
installed in Bradley and were transferred to AB in
1977. The village is famous for the annual ‘Horn
Dance’, first performed in 1226; it also has a
good pub!
Hoar Cross is the 4th heaviest 6 in the UK at
28cwt. They sound beautiful, and go well (if
slowly!). The church itself is incredibly elaborate
and large for a very small village.
Mavesyn Ridware is a very nice 8cwt ring of 8.
The church was party demolished and rebuilt in
the 1780s and has a brick extension to the main
structure.
Selina Harris
Mick Austin presenting David Crump with thank
you bottles of Hooky at Mavesyn Ridware
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1˧˩˧˧˩˨ HOOK NORTON GUIDES
We have had a great term
making the most of the out of
doors! The wonderful weather
has certainly suited our
meetings and that makes all
the difference at this time of
year. You know the saying
‘Every Picture Tells a Story’?
Well I felt that, by showing the
photos here, you can see what
a fantastic variety of activities
we have organised for the girls
and how they have enjoyed
each and every one of them.
We have now broken
up for the summer, but
will be back in action
as of September,
looking forward to the
very new Guiding
programme which will
be exciting for us to
introduce over the next
year.
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If your daughter is 10+ and would like to come to Guides, please do not hesitate to
complete the form Online:
www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-forparents/register-your-daughter/
or email me at the address below.
Summary
of
photos:
Sailing at
Banbury
Cross
Sailing
Club; our
cook out
and
campfire
(where
we
finished
off the
year and
the four
newest
Guides made their promise); Division Patrol
Competition and Sleepover at Horley Scout
Camp (under the stars!); Royal Wedding event
for Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Senior
Section units; a Treasure Trail and Milk Shake at
Chipping Norton.
Julie Wood juliedwood46@gmail.com,
Sue Monelle, Janeen Wilson and Lynne McArdle
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

��
��
��
��

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

We’ve done those now!
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AIR TRAINING CORPS – HOOK NORTON

For some 25 years Hook Norton was home to 2207 Squadron, Air Training Corps
(ATC). Initially based at the Bell Inn clubroom, the unit later moved to a purposebuilt hut located in Netting Street, see images above.
The idea of ATC squadrons was to prepare 13 to 18-year-olds for entry to the RAF.
Visits were arranged to RAF stations as part of the cadets training, and to let them
fly as much as possible. Training included drill and discipline, rifle handling, Morse
code and aircraft recognition. A rifle range was established at the Brewery, located
above the stables; here cadets could learn how to handle and fire a .22 rifle. The
weekly ATC drill night also provided a social side as well; indeed there was a halfsize snooker table located in the hut.
When cadets gained sufficient knowledge and competence in the various training
modules, they earned a badge in the shape of a propeller; this was proudly sewn on
the cuff of their uniform. Those gaining a higher level of proficiency could perhaps
eventually become a Corporal or Sergeant. Officers in charge of the Squadron over
the years have included P/O Ball, P/O Cox, W/O Stratford, F/O Todd, P/O Moss and
Dr Agnew.
Usually, drills took place every week, and visits to local airfields on a Sunday. One
of the earliest visits was to RAF Upper Heyford airfield in the late 1940's; this was
then home to No1 Parachute Training School. Here, cadets made practice parachute
jumps on the special training tower there, plus a flight in a Dakota aircraft. The
image above shows a group ready in their parachute harness, waiting for a flight in
a Harvard trainer at RAF Little Rissington in the 1950's. RAF Moreton-in-Marsh was
also visited, when cadets flew in Prentice aircraft.
A highlight of the year was the annual summer camp, where cadets would spend a
week away at an airfield to get a taste of service life – and of course to fly as much
as possible! Trips recalled by 2207 Squadron ex-cadets include: RAF Dyce,
Aberdeen; RAF Mount Batten, Plymouth; RAF Filton, Bristol; RAF Swinderby, Lincs;
and RAF Shawbury, Shropshire.
An important event each year was the Air Officer Commanding (AOC) inspection at
RAF Abingdon. Here the area commander inspected all the ATC units under his
command and, therefore, this involved lots of drills, plus of course a lot of spit and
polish in preparation. Cadets were rewarded at the end, typically in the 1950's, with
flights in Beverley and Hastings aircraft.
The exact date of disbandment of 2207 Hook Norton is not known at present but is
thought to have been in the early 1970's. After closure, number 136 Squadron at
Chipping Norton then provided the nearest opportunity for youths to join the ATC.
James Tobin
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COTSWOLD CARRIERS REMOVALS LTD
Removals – Storage – Haulage

�� Local and long
distance moves
�� Regular London
trips
�� No job too small
(man/van service)
�� Full and part-loads
to Europe
�� Containerised
storage
�� Experienced and helpful staff
�� Specialists to the antiques trade
Tel: 01608 730 500
Email: enquiries@cotswold-carriers.co.uk
The Sidings, Station Road, Kingham, OX7 6SX
www.cotswoldcarriers.com
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CANCER RESEARCH UK – FUNDRAISING UPDATE

This year is turning out to be another great year, with a total of over £14,000 raised
since 1 February by our wonderful volunteers.
Hooky dates for your dairies are:
Sunday 7 October:
The 9th Hooky Alternative
Race for Life
Since the first Hooky Alternative
Race for Life in 2010, this event
has raised over £12,400 for Cancer Research UK! So put the date
in your calendar and get training, to ensure that you beat
Hermes the tortoise after his
record-breaking run last year.

Saturday 27 October:
Ladies Pamper Evening
at the Sun Inn
Please contact me if you’d
like any information about
our fundraising and/or
CRUK.
Gill Begnor, 07855 807005,
gillbegnor@live.co.uk
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors, and Working Group Assignments are:
Amanda Watkins, Chair
Allison Hicks, Vice-Chair

amanda.watkins@hnpc.org.uk
allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk

Nathan Matthews
Charles Henderson
Danny Duggan*

nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk
charles.henderson@hnpc.org.uk
danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk

Derek Brotherston*
Janeen Wilson*
Diana Porter*
Peter Lewis*
Jonathan Muller*

derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk
janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk
diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk
peter.lewis@hnpc.org.uk
jonathan.muller@hnpc.org.uk

David Shepherd*
Parish Clerk

david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

(*Co-opted)

War Memorial Hall
Cemetery and
Allotments
Environment
Recreation
Cemetery and
Allotments
War Memorial Hall
Recreation
Environment
War Memorial Hall
Cemetery and
Allotments
Environment

Allotments: If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact the
Parish Clerk, giving your name, address and telephone number.
Hook Norton War Memorial Hall
Hook Norton War Memorial Hall in Chapel Street is available for hire. It has recently
been refurbished and repainted inside and out. A large, fully equipped kitchen is
available for catering, and tables and new banqueting chairs are included in the
hire. The fee for local groups or for children’s parties/christenings is £12.50 per
hour. Please contact the Parish Clerk for more details and for available dates.
Grass Cutting: Following on from the Parish Council’s meeting with the
Environmental Champions, the maintenance of our green space continues to
exercise the Parish Council’s time and effort. The Parish Council is looking at this as
a priority in the run-up to the re-tendering exercise of the grass cutting contract
this autumn. If you have any thoughts or comments, especially regarding areas
which appear to be missed off the schedule, or if you would like to volunteer as one
of Hooky’s Environmental Champions, please contact David Shepherd directly or via
david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk.
Dogs: Dog owners are asked to pick up after their animals, especially in the
cemetery and the children’s play area. The Parish Council has provided a number of
dog bins. Please use them to dispose of excrement left by your animal. To report an
offence, visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
Cemetery: If you would you be willing to join the ‘Friends of Hook Norton
Cemetery’ to assist with general tidying and maintenance of the cemetery, please
contact Councillor Danny Duggan via danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk
Planning details can be found on the Parish Council noticeboards, in the Parish
Council Minutes on the village website, or on Cherwell District Council’s planning
portal. Cherwell District Council consults the Parish Council on planning applications
but the Parish Council is just ‘one voice’ and can object to an application on
planning grounds only. It does not have the authority to approve planning
applications or Tree Works. This is the responsibility of the District Council or the
County Council. If you object to a planning application, please send your objection
to Cherwell District Council in writing or via its Planning Portal.
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY
Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880
Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.
32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG
01295 265424
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www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

COULD YOU DRIVE THE HOOKY CAR CLUB FORWARD?
Are you looking for the chance to make a real difference to the lives of people in
Hooky? We know the importance of having transport access for the community and
here's a chance to come in and help run it and grow it so that it is something that is
valued by all parts of our community.
Since it started in 2011, Hooky Car Club has proved a valuable resource for the
local community and has made substantial savings of CO2 by running cars on wasteoil biodiesel and electricity. It is a key part of the Hook Norton Low Carbon group's
efforts to provide services which are both green and enhance our lives in Hooky.
A volunteer is now needed to be the co-ordinator, and to help develop the car
sharing scheme in the village and surrounding areas. The role, which doesn't need
any particular technical knowledge of cars, would require a few hours every month,
but there may be remuneration available (or free usage of the cars for a period of
time each month) as well as expenses.
The main regular tasks include
�

organising servicing, repairs and cleaning

�

initiating new club members

�

updating information for members and others

�

collecting the records of usage from the cars each month

�

monitoring the Car Club phone

To find out more, please email carclub@hn-lc.org.uk or phone 0753 534 5885.
David Newton

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days

Times

Breakfast Club

Monday–Friday

7.30-9am

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

Costs
88p per
15 minutes
£17.00

Pick Up from Nursery

Monday–Friday

11.30am

£2.50

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£2.50

Take to Nursery

Monday–Friday

12.30pm

£2.50

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

£17.00

Pick Up from School

Monday–Friday

3.15-4pm

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£2.50
£1.25 per
15 minutes

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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DOG WALKER / PET CARE SERVICES
1 hour one-to-one walks £8
15 minute home cats/rabbits visits £5
Doggie holidays POA
Are you going away during the summer?
Let me help you look after your furry friends.

For more information call Samantha on :
01608 738328 or
07884033908
Friendly reliable services
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
At the time of writing, the results of the Summer Banbury
league matches are: The A team is 4th in Div 1; the B
team is 5th in Div 2; the C team is 5th and the D team is
8th in Div 5.
Junior coaching 2018 (30 July to 24 August)
Time

Level

Age

9–9.30am

Tots

3–5

9.30–10.30am
10.30–11.30am
11.30am–12.30 pm

Mini Red
5–8
Mini Orange 08-Sep
Mini Green 10

£5
£5
£5

12.30–1.30 pm

Juniors

£5

11+

Cost per session*
£2.50

*These prices are for tennis club members. Cost for non-members: £7.50/session.
Events An open afternoon was held on 14 July. A ladies tournament was held on
28 July. A men’s doubles tournament is being held in September.

Cardio Tennis
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Tennis details: 01295 265085 /
07930 406015 / baselinecoaching@outlook.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Sue Glasson, 730880,
merrymoons@me.com or see: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or
www.hooknortontennis.com

Elaine Priestley

HOOK NORTON FOOTBALL CLUB – ADULT TEAM
Hook Norton FC is back and playing in the Witney &
District League from September 2018.
The team is made up primarily from Hook Norton under18s who have progressed into adult football. It would be
fantastic to see as many residents of the village as
possible come and support the lads.
Entry is free, and the games begin at 2pm on
Saturday afternoons.
Upcoming dates for your diaries:
HNFC vs Chesterton – 8 August – friendly
HNFC vs Chasewell Park – 18 August – friendly
HNFC vs Cropredy – 25 August - friendly
Our thanks to Hook Norton Brewery; Banbury Plant &
Skip Hire; MJB Electricial; DMS Transport and Hook
Norton Village Shop for their sponsorship of HNFC.
Steve Ward, Club Secretary
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

SMALL PROPERTY WANTED
I am hoping to move to Hook Norton and am looking
for a small house/property to buy.
Two bedroom size, ideally old, unconventional,
unmodernised, undecorated and out-of-date, but anything considered.
As I am a maker, I am more interested in a workshop/studio space than a
sparkly kitchen. Swifts, sparrows and bats all welcome!
MUST HAVE A GARDEN
If you know of anything that might be of interest I would be delighted to
hear about it.
Alison 01295 720761 m. 07391544807

County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hello, Hooky. I’ll dive straight in with a long list of ‘thank you’s this month.
Firstly, on a very personal note, I’d like to thank all those that came to my aid,
when my old dog collapsed on a walk. To Elliot for bringing water and staying with
him, Daisy, for just being there, to Maria for phone and practical help, and to Fran
who stayed with me to the end. Thank you all for your much-appreciated support.
And heartfelt thanks to those of you who have already donated to Altzheimers
Society via my JustGiving page (see separate article).
And now, to the village. Thanks to Fred for the strimmer set, seeds and seedlings,
already put to good use, to Hugh and Becky for offering brown bin space, and to
Sarah and Lee for their brown bins, and especially Annie, for use of her brown bin
and practical help with cutting back the hedges along Bourne Lane and The Bourne.
And my thanks also to Judy, for bringing me a flapjack for sustenance. Every helpful
gesture, however great or small, to make our village a more pleasant place to live,
and work, is greatly appreciated.
Thanks to Elliot, for continuing to mow the verges outside the playground, and to
Andy, who, quite literally, cuts his way along the overgrown public footpaths around
the village. And ‘thank you’ to every single one of you that contributes to the
maintenance of our beautiful village. It always feels such a privilege to live here.
It was good to see some new faces at the meeting the PC held for the
Environmental Champions. It would be great to see even more enthusiastic folk at
the next meeting. Please check the Hook Norton Village website and Facebook page
for more details.
And, as I type this, the sun continues to beat down, despite having recently exited
flaming June. Who knows what the weather will be doing by the time this goes to
press. I look forward to seeing you around.
Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718

JUNE QUIZ SOLUTION – HOOKY THOROUGHFARES
Each of the clues gave you the name of a Bank, Close, End, Hill, Hollow, Lane,
Road, Street, or Way in Hook Norton; and the central column spelt out a local
landmark. The answers are below. Twelve people entered the prize draw and Fran
King’s name was drawn out by Sam of 1st Bloxham Boys’ Brigade at their Camping
parade service at St Peter’s on 8 July. Fran won £12.
Quintessential English hop variety – Goldings; Belonging to Mr Powers? - Austins
Soap from the 1980’s – Brookside; For example, web or lace - Netting
The Orient? – East; A public recreational space - Park
Betwixt and between – Middle; Quick or soon - Tite
Ferrous rock – Ironstone; An ecclesiastical dwelling - Rectory
Sheep remnants – Shearings; Ilex aquifolium - Hollybush
A terminus, maybe? – Station; A planting of trees or shrubs for food - Orchard
Traditionally, a unit composed of clay – Brick; 4046.86 m² of fabaceae - Beanacre
Traditional (2 words) – Old School; A place that makes and sells ales - Brewery
Inter a small Scottish farm? – Burycroft; North of the border - Scotland
Largest Dartmoor town - Ashburton
The highlighted letters in the column spell: Saint Peters Hook Norton

Kevin Hope
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HOOKY MOVIE NIGHTS

2018–2019

The Colour of Pomegranates – February 9

Hook Norton Film Society presents its 38th season of top-rated films
from around the world. We’re a thriving society, offering thirteen special
Saturday nights out for film lovers during the darker months. The venue
is the Memorial Hall, and a meal cooked by members is available before
the film. We always welcome new members and guests. You will find full
details of membership in our brochure, which will be available around
the village in August. Soon, you can view trailers and read more about
the films on the village website.
The season begins with…
September 22 DEPARTURES
Yojira Takita; Japan; 2008 (131mins)
An out-of-work cellist applies for a job in an outfit called ‘Departures’,
believing it to be a travel agency when it is, in fact, a firm of undertakers.
Initially, he is ashamed of his new profession, and cannot bring himself
to disclose the nature of his work to anyone. Slowly, he comes to
appreciate its great importance. This is a tender, nuanced film, both
funny and sad – the first entry from Japan ever to win an Academy Award
for the best foreign film.
October 6
AFERIM!
Radu Jude; Romania; 2015 (108 mins)
In early 19th century Romania, a rumbustious policeman is hired by a
nobleman to track down a runaway gypsy slave. His journey takes him
to the wilder reaches of his country, where bizarre priests and peasants
lurk in every tavern and on every mountain path. “A rugged, picaresque
costume drama with a potent, contemporary kick” – New York Times.

October 20
MENASHE
Joshua Weinstein; USA; 2017 (82 mins)
An unusual family drama, which takes us deep inside a hermetically
sealed community of New York Hasidic Jews. Menashe’s wife has
recently died, and the Rabbi invokes traditional laws: pronouncing
that Menashe’s son may not continue to live with him until he finds a
new wife by using the services of the community’s matchmaker. The
film was shot over the course of two years in Borough Park, Brooklyn,
home to one of the largest orthodox Jewish populations outside Israel.
November 3
CAVE OF FORGOTTEN DREAMS
Werner Herzog; Germany/France; 2011 (92 mins)
The best preserved and most impressive cave paintings in the world
are located in the Chauvet Cave in southern France. Since its discovery
in 1994, the cave has been sealed off to the public but Werner Herzog
gained special permission from the French government to make this
extraordinary documentary. “The figures, drawn over an amazing
5,000 years, often on top of each other, are breathtaking in their
beauty, and seeing them in this film is as close as any of us is likely to
get to them” – Philip French.
November 24 GOD’S OWN COUNTRY
Francis Lee; UK; 2017 (104 mins)
The Yorkshire moors are the setting for this moving drama about a
young sheep farmer whose chaotic, self-destructive life is transformed
when a dashing migrant worker from Romania arrives to help during
lambing season. “It’s a gently romantic film, but it’s never pretty. It
unfolds under grey, blustery spring skies; as lambs emerge blinking
and unsteady into the world, so too does this young man’s nervous,
raw sexuality” – Time Out.
December 8
FINAL PORTRAIT
Stanley Tucci; 2018; UK (90 mins)
A sparky comedy, based on the memoirs of James Lord, an American
art critic who flew to Paris to sit for a portrait by Alberto Giocommeti.
The great artist had promised a sitting of only a few hours but
Giocommeti’s obsession with perfection meant that Lord was forced to
stay for days on end – and to pay a fortune on cancelled plane fares.
“It’s a highly entertaining portrait of the two men and Tucci’s own
directional brush strokes are bold and invigorating” – The Guardian.

January 5
SMILES OF A SUMMER NIGHT
Ingmar Bergman; 1955; Sweden (108 mins)
This was Bergman’s first major commercial success, and the
inspiration for Stephen Sondheim’s “A Little Night Music.” It’s an
enchanting comedy of manners, which depicts the antics of a group of
couples, ex-couples and would-be couples during one heady
midsummer weekend in 1900. “It is a wonderfully funny, genuinely
erotic, and quite superbly acted rondo of love… the film has a magical,
shimmering beauty” – Time Out.
January 19
IN BETWEEN
Maysoloun Haboud; 2016 Palestine (103 mins)
Three very different Palestinian women share a flat in Tel Aviv: a
chain-smoking lawyer and party-girl, a lesbian from a Christian family,
and a hijab-wearing student on the brink of an arranged marriage. The
film uses their differences to demonstrate the complexities of the city
in which they live, and to show how all three women experience
different kinds of oppression. “Delightful” –The Guardian.
February 9
THE COLOUR OF POMEGRANATES
Sergei Parajanov; 1969; Russia/Armenia (70 mins)
This highly stylized and beautiful film, a biography of the life of the
18th century Armenian poet, Sayat Nova, is cited by many film scholars
as one of the greatest works of cinema ever produced. The version
we’re showing is a recently-released, digital restoration by The Film
Foundation’s World Cinema Project. “Watching this film is like opening
a door and walking into another dimension where time has stopped
and beauty has been unleashed” – Martin Scorsese.
February 23
LOVING
Jeff Nichols; 2016; USA (123 mins)
The story of Richard and Mildred Loving, whose arrest for inter-racial
marriage in 1960s Virginia began a legal battle that would end with
the Supreme Court’s historic 1967 decision. “Wonderful, delicate work
which fills out not just each character but the space between them.” –
The Guardian.

March 9
COLD WAR
Pawel Pawelkowski; 2018; Poland (84 mins)
From the director of “IDA”, which we screened two seasons ago, comes
another wonderful film – this time a decades-spanning romantic
drama. Using crystalline black and white photography and an exciting
jazz score, Pawlikowski re-creates both post-war, communist Poland
and 1950s and 1960s Paris in meticulous detail.
March 23
WESTERN
Valeska Grisebach; 2018; Germany (120 mins)
A macho bunch of German workers show up in a remote and beautiful
area of Bulgaria to build a hydro-electric power station. Tense
relations with the locals ensue. The film’s title, together with the
landscape and the film’s visual style, all suggest a familiar narrative –
the US cavalry arriving to build a fort in Apache territory. “A parable of
neo-colonial adventure and the toxic masculinity and loneliness
involved” – The Guardian.
April 6
EAST OF EDEN
Elia Kazan; 1955; USA (118 mins)
Once again, we close with a great Hollywood classic. Set during World
War One, and loosely based on John Steinbeck’s version of the Cain
and Abel story, “EAST OF EDEN” is the first of the three major films in
which James Dean was the charismatic, heartthrob star. It was the only
one released in his lifetime and the only one he saw in its entirety.

Cave of Forgotten Dreams – November 3

RUNNING FOR RESEARCH
As my friends and family will know,
my mother, Doreen ‘Tubby’ Baker,
has vascular dementia, a form of
Alzheimer’s Disease. I’ve seen so
many people deteriorate from this
terribly destructive and distressing
disease and, as yet, there is no
cure. It’s so upsetting to witness
someone close to you gradually
slipping away; even though they
still look and sound like the person
you knew so well, gradually
elements of their character and
personality change and disappear.
Many people with this awful,
degenerative disease suffer great
stress, hallucinations, feel mentally
isolated and eventually cease to
recognise even their closest friends
and family. My wonderful friend,
Tina Freebury Hill, (who obviously has more energy than me), has elected to run
four, yes four(!!!) half-marathons, in four months, to help me raise awareness, and
funds, for The Alzheimer’s Society, a charity very close to my heart. Please, please,
support her and this marvellous charity by donating through the JustGiving page we
have set up, by clicking the link below. In advance, thank you so much. Please visit
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Wendy-Gordon4. Thank you, in anticipation.
Wendy Gordon (aka Hooky’s Parish Warden!)

A Date for Your Diary
Friday 5 October

Annual Macmillan Coffee Morning
to be held in St Peter's Church, Hook Norton, 9–11.30am
We will have the normal cakes and coffee/tea, with a raffle,
and also Macmillan Christmas cards and gifts.
If you have any donations you would like to give, please let me know or
bring on the morning of the coffee morning.
Julie Wood - juliedwood46@gmail.com

** Please email me if you are able to help out **
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793

hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Opening Hours: Monday

2.00pm – 5.00pm

6.00pm – 7.00pm*

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm

(*volunteers only)

Friday

2.00pm – 5.00pm

Saturday

9.30am – 12.30pm

6.00pm – 7.00pm

What’s on at Hook Norton Library:
15 August & 18 September: Tea & Cake (£1 donation) from 3pm
15 August & 18 September: free 1:1 sessions. Family History Helpdesk from
2.30pm
Free 1:1 digital sessions. Do you need help to get started with computers or
digital devices? Library computers are available or bring you own laptop/tablet.
Please contact the library for more details or to book a session.
Library Lego Club for children 5–11
The Lego Club is not running during the summer holidays. It will restart on
Wednesday 5 September, 3.30–4.30pm. Please note: Booking essential, only 8
places available each week. Children attending Lego Club must always be
accompanied by their parent or carer. Oxfordshire County Council cannot accept
responsibility for any accidents that happen because children are inadequately
supervised by parents/carers. No children under five please, because of the risk of
choking on small Lego parts.
Children’s activities will be available in the library over the summer, ask at the
library or visit the website for more details.
Get ready for Mischief and Mayhem in the free Children’s Summer Reading
Challenge at Hook Norton Library. Read any six library books over the summer
holidays. Running 14 July 14–15 September. This year’s theme is ‘Mischief Makers’,
which celebrates the 80th anniversary of the Beano comic. Sign up and get your
Beanotown map, find the Beanotown Yeti and search for buried treasure. Complete
the challenge and get a Beano wristband, gold medal and certificate. In September,
Karen is coming to Hook Norton & Sibford Gower Primary schools for special medal
ceremonies.
If you’d like to join the library, drop by and sign up for library card. Books can be
ordered free online, using Oxfordshire Libraries reserve/click & collect service.
Oxfordshire Reads is a summer celebration of books and reading for adults.
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/reads. Visit the library, pick up a postcard, read a library
book, recommend two books, enter the prize draw and you could win a prize in the
countywide prize draw.
Enjoy the holidays and hopefully many sunny days.
Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager
I am currently reading ‘The tattooist of Auschwitz’ by Heather Morris
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
First of all, an important date for your diary: Our 2018 AGM will
be held on Wednesday 19 September, 7pm in the Baptist Hall.
FOHNCL works throughout the year to support the Library, by
providing money for books and other resources, as well as
running the team of volunteers who work alongside Karen
Seymour, our Library Manager.
Libraries these days are about so much more than just borrowing
a book, and they are certainly no longer areas of hallowed quiet,
as anyone who visits Hook Norton Library will know. There’s a lot
going on, including Tea at the Library, organised by FOHNCL members, which takes
place on the third Wednesday of every month from 3pm. This event has
proved very popular, and has now been added to a Well-being map of Cherwell
District. Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and homemade cakes for only £1 a head. And while you are there you might like to check out
the Family History Advice Desk, run by Jenny Bell, which takes place on the same
day. See the details below.
If you would like to join the Friends of the Library or learn more about us, please
contact me.
Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary, 737604

1˧˩˧˧˩˨ HOOK NORTON CUBS
Cubs needs new members and
volunteers!
With deteriorated numbers of both
Cubs and Leaders, Hooky Cubs is in
need of some fresh faces!
There are spaces for an immediate
start in September for both boys and
girls aged 8–10. Unfortunately, we are
also in desperate need of adult
volunteers. As ever this doesn’t have
to be a weekly commitment; but, in
order for the group to keep running,
we do need some enthusiastic folk to
lead the sessions.
It is an incredibly rewarding
experience, as I myself can attest, and
you will get plenty of support from the
Scouting Association and also from
other friendly group leaders in the
village. The Cubs meet on a Friday evening with Beavers, 6.30–7.45pm – and the
two groups will continue to run concurrently until numbers have climbed again, so
be assured that anyone who comes forward to help won’t be left in the lurch!! For
more details, please contact me.
Rupert Holdsworth, hooknortonbeavers@gmail.com
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C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders
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PRIZE QUIZ – CAR NAME WORD SEARCH
This edition’s quiz is a word search with a difference, and is based on cars. Hidden
in the story below are 45 names of makes or models of cars past and present (all
from the UK). Some names may be constructed across two or more words: e.g. ‘He
managed to pass at his second attempt’ gives you ‘Passat’. Find them and
eliminate them in the table below. This will leave you with 3 car names not included
in the story.
You can do this for fun, but if you wish to enter the prize quiz, print your name and
details at the bottom of the page, tear it out and place it into an envelope marked
‘QUIZ’, along with £2, and drop it into the St Peter’s donations box (on the wall just
inside church on the right) before 1 September. The winner will receive 50% of
the money collected, and will be announced along with the answers in the October
newsletter. Good luck.
Kevin Hope
The story…
Adam Morgan is an explorer, used to living on the edge. He is a constant rover; a
great ambassador for travel and always has an atlas to hand. He can be a little
cavalier at times – taking risks without too much focus. But, given enough latitude,
he is a great envoy for adventure.
On one occasion, he made a rapid decision to fly his girlfriend, Clio, to Jamaica for
the weekend. Being the thoughtful young colt he was, he even forfeit a golf
tournament to do his civic duty! The day started at dawn, just as the last raindrops
fell. Her pulse raced as they sped along the A4 towards a private airfield and, before
she knew it, they landed at sunny Sangster airport.
They met Roberto, an old friend who was an audio engineer, at the Montego Bay
jazz carnival. ‘There are a couple of European headliners’, he said, ‘Aimer ce Destin
from France and a German duo, Rochy und Ailse. You must angle for the best seats
you can afford and get the maximum advantage from the galaxy of ska and reggae
artists at the fiesta.’
They got their tickets using the wifi at the hotel, and the receptionists printed them
for them. At the venue, they sat next to a beautiful water cascade to watch the
whole show, mega near the stage. It eclipsed anything they’d experienced before;
upbeat tempo, loud music. They took lots of photos with his Kodak camera. He felt
like could succeed in making her happy, so he asked her to marry him. Feeling like
a princess, she said ‘yes’!
Rapid Ford
Carnival
Explorer
Fiesta
Colt
Ceed
Adam
Skoda
Smart
Astra
Seat
Dawn Mini
Audi
Fiat
Atlas
Morgan
Ka
Datsun
Galaxy
Hyundai
Envoy
Polo
Rover Focus
Clio
Princess
Jazz
Civic
Megane Metro
Maxi
Latitude
Sprint
A4
Cadet Ambassador
Mustang
Cavalier
Rio
Edge
Golf
Eclipse
Pulse
Mercedes
Vantage
Montego
Name ……………………………………………… Telephone number ………………………………………
Address …………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
This is a year when I have widened my reviews - so in this issue I am starting with
my third musical play recommendation! On tour at many venues, we are going to
Northampton in October to see ‘Rhondda Rips It Up’. The WNO celebrates 100 years
since women got the vote (not all admittedly) in a story of the life of suffragette,
Viscountess Rhondda. We are defied not to be swept away by this rule-breaking
production, bursting with irreverent joy (on tour to 20 November).
Another touring production to look out for (until Oct) is ‘Trying It On’. David Edgar,
the playwright, makes a professional stage debut at 70, as he sets out to compare
notes with his revolutionary younger self from 1968. Said to be charming as it is
challenging. It seems to be showing at RSC Other Place, Birmingham Rep and
Warwick Arts Centre, but I have no dates.
Many, many years ago I was bowled over by my first modern-dress Shakespeare ‘The Merry Wives of Windsor’. A new production (from 4 August) at The Swan looks
as though it was will be too! Starring David Troughton as Falstaff gives it a good
start. Runs until 22 September, and then goes to the Barbican London. Also in
London, there will still be time to see Brian Friel’s modern classic, ‘Translations’, at
the OlivIer until 12 August. If you haven’t seen it yet, then this is an immaculate
production showing the difficulties of language in Donegal in 1833 between the local
Irish and the British soldiers as they redraw maps.
Dulwich Picture Gallery has a wonderful exhibition of the works of Edward Bawden.
He is a man best known for his architectural and garden-inspired work – including
his posters for Kew Gardens, but he also liked to be by the sea! In 1939, he became
an official war artist, serving in much of the Mediterranean. The exhibition runs
through to 9 September.
A new subterranean space at the Wallace Collection – a stunning collection, tucked
away just behind Oxford Street – is to display many of its little-seen treasures. It
will also be fascinating to learn something about its celebrated philanthropist and
collector Richard Wallace. It runs to 6 January. There is a special Summer Exhibition
at the Royal Academy to celebrate its 250th Anniversary. Grayson Perry, who else,
has produced a great spectacle designed to give us visitors fun; believe me, it does
- until 19 August.
Another delight, this time in delightful Bath, is ‘Prized Possessions: Dutch
Masterpieces from National Trust Houses’. Shown in the impressive Holburne
Museum to 16 September, it looks at the Dutch Golden Age through the lens of 22
works – a size that gives the opportunity simply to stand and gaze at great works.
Finally, if this glorious weather continues, why not visit the Serpentine Gallery in
Kensington Gardens? Christo and Jeanne-Claude provide artwork described as ‘a
barrel-load of fun’; certainly The Mastaba – a pyramid without a peak – is an
arresting presence above the water of the Serpentine.
I looked for some interesting open-air concert venues but nothing struck a chord, so
how about the Oxford Proms and the Musicians of the Dreaming Spires? They
perform at St Michael at the North Gate on 10 August, 7.30pm – a very attractive
sounding programme from Vivaldi to Bliss. Of course don’t forget the London Proms
through to 8 September – an amazing programme of music.
John Wheatley

47

DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk
bridalwear
Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges
KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762
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FOHNS (FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL)
Well, we are drawing a close to this
year's events; we have had another
busy year, with lots of events such as
school disco, garage sale with the bike
& bake sale, the Christmas fair and
summer BBQ – and we held our
second successful, and hugely popular,
Winter Ball.
With all the money we have tirelessly raised, we have paid for a running track for
the children, allowing them to run a mile around the school every day, in all
weather conditions.
We are currently raising money for a pirate ship to replace the old wooden play
frame – a sort of 25th birthday present to the school.
A big thank you to everyone that has supported us this year, and hope you will
continue to next School year.
Laura Wyatt, Chair FOHNS, wyattific@gmail.com

KATHARINE HOUSE – OPEN GARDENS
Upcoming open gardens in support of Katharine House:
6 August: Heyford Park
5, 7 & 9 September: Broughton Grange
17 September: Bloxham
More details: www.khh.org.uk/gardens, or 01295 816484
Chris Higgins, chris.higgins@khh.org.uk
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NEWS FROM ST PETER’S CHURCH
‘So long, Farewell, Auf
Wiedersehen, Goodbye.’ So goes
that well known song from The
Sound of Music, and finally on
Sunday 1 July we said these words,
and many others, to John and
Sheila Acreman at their
Thanksgiving Service. Nearly 300
people from far and wide came to
say their own personal goodbyes to
this family who have been such a
part of our community for 26
years. The cross-section of ages
and people were a fitting tribute to
the work they have done for many
of us. ‘The Church is the only
organisation that is there for nonmembers’ proved to be a very real
saying, as folk from all walks of
life, all degrees of faith or none,
came to pay their heart-felt respect
and admiration for them both.
St Peter’s Church stands at the
heart of our community, and
certainly both John and Sheila were
very much in the community’s
heart on this very special occasion.
Following the service and presentation, we enjoyed food, drinks and fellowship,
catching up with those who had come back to the village for this special day.
But we move on……
Preparations are now well underway in our search for a new Rector. This is a
complicated business, not just a case for an advert on social media! We are giving
much thought and prayer to the whole process, as we prepare and produce a
written profile of the four very different villages that make up our Benefice. Once
this has all been approved by various officials, including our Bishop, we can begin
the selection and interview process, and we would hope to welcome a new Rector
by Easter 2019. We encourage your prayers both for this selection and the work of
our Church in the intervening months.
With God’s help, our Ministry team will do their best to keep things running
smoothly, but realistically there will be changes in our usual pattern of Services.
Please make sure you have our printed calendar of Services, and check times,
places and styles of worship that you enjoy.
For full details of all that’s going on at St Peter’s, not just in Church but in various
places around the village, see our Notice Boards, visit www.stpetershooknorton.org.uk or contact the Benefice office, next to the library: 737995 or
office@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk. We wish you all, the joys of summer-time. If
you are at home, enjoy what this amazing village has to offer; if you are going
away, travel safely and return refreshed.
Janet Collins
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YOGA - PILATES - FUSION
Weekly classes | One to One | Workshops
Summer Workshop 4/8/18 10am-1pm £30
Some spaces remaining, no experience necessary

(T) 07950 424037 (E) franyoga@rocketmail.com
(W) www.frankirkyoga.moonfruit.com

Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP
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ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
May:
£100: P Busby / £25: A Clark / £25: J Page
June: £100: D Bowen / £25: J Collins / £25: H Fraser
Mark Taylor, 730089

OXFORDSHIRE VOLUNTEERS CELEBRATED
Oxfordshire County Council would like to thank our volunteers and all volunteers
across Oxfordshire for the difference they make every day!
Volunteering in Oxfordshire is thriving with one voluntary organisation for every 289
people in the county and around 4,500 voluntary and community organisations
across Oxfordshire – that’s significantly higher than the national average.
Oxfordshire County Council has about 3000 volunteers who do an amazing job in
their communities – delivering books to people who can’t get to libraries, teaching
children how to code, and organising activities for adults with disabilities.
The council also works with the voluntary sector to deliver local services and
support thriving communities across Oxfordshire. This includes funding Oxfordshire
Volunteers – a dedicated volunteering website for Oxfordshire.
There are volunteering opportunities to suit everyone - from volunteering for the
National Trust, to whipping up your favourite bakes to sell, to driving people to
appointments, to helping teach digital skills at your local library!
Get involved - visit OxonVolunteers.org
Naomi Slade, Oxfordshire CC, naomi.slade@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
What another truly brilliant
year it’s been at Great
Rollright! We have been busy
learning both in school and out,
having fun and fundraising
throughout the year. I am delighted to be reporting on such a successful time,
given that this has been my last year as headteacher at the school; I am retiring
this summer.
The children have enjoyed lots of exciting learning opportunities and some of these
have included trips out and about! We have a wonderful Friends association, who
work tirelessly to raise money, some of which pays for the coaches we book. Trips
out this year have included visits to Crocodiles of the World; Fairytale Farm;
Stratford-upon-Avon; Hooke Court, Dorset; meet the author sessions at Sibford
School; Tudor School Sing Up Day; Christchurch Cathedral, Oxford; many
partnership events in Chipping Norton; and, most Fridays, the youngest children
have been out and about on foot exploring the local environment.
A very special annual event is our trip to Finland with Year 6 children. Once again
this year, the children were enthusiastic, and made the most of every opportunity.
All of them gained so much confidence while they were away on this five-day trip.
Also, they learned so much about the Finnish culture, and enjoyed making
comparisons.
Many of the Chipping Norton Partnership events have been sporting ones and, this
year, we have been especially proud of the positive attitude and enormous effort
our children have put into sport, which has resulted in some wins and some high
placing in tournaments! We are also very proud of our choir, who work so hard to
learn the music and all the words for the songs they perform so brilliantly. The
choir’s performance at our Summer Fete was fantastic; I have never heard them
sing so well!
A real highlight of the summer term for me is when our Year 6 children enjoy a
day’s workshop with members of the Longborough Opera Company. This year, we
followed up the workshop with a visit to Longborough to watch the dress rehearsal
of La Traviata which was an amazing experience for us all!!
In July, we held a very exciting Sports Day, which included a sports festival and
then races. Our children were grouped into House Teams and competed
enthusiastically. This event was well attended by families and, once again, we were
fortunate with the weather. To round off the year, The Ocean and The Mountains
Class put on The Tempest, a play they had studied in the spring during our book
fortnight. They were very enthusiastic during rehearsals and, even with very little
time, put on a great production. The acting and the singing were fabulous!
It has been a challenge and an enormous privilege to serve the school for the last
twelve years. I have really enjoyed my years as headteacher, and will miss the
school and the village of Great Rollright enormously. However, to leave the school
in excellent hands – those of Miss Michelle Hastings who has been my Co-Head for
the last four years – means I know the school will go from strength to strength!
Everyone at Great Rollright School wishes you a relaxing summer and let’s hope the
recent sunshine continues!
Anne Hewett
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Sewing for you
Frances Williams
Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making
& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297 Mobile: 07964 691274
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BAPTIST BANTER
What a summer we have had so far!
Hot dry weather which has turned
the countryside brown. A lack of rain
which impacts the crop yield for
farmers and growers, but on the
bright side we have seen the
England football team progress
further in the World Cup for many
years, and that has lifted our spirits.
It has been delightful to see a young
and somewhat inexperienced
international team give their all to
achieve the results they did. What
stands out most is the way they played as a team. None of them were playing for
themselves and the team just gelled. Respect and well done to them!
We bring out the best in each other when we work together for the good of each
other. This principle was laid down at the very beginning of our creation in that we
were created to be in relationship with God and with each other. You see, God
designed us to work together, and when we do, we flourish.
That was the very idea behind the creation of the church! When a gathering of
Christians come together to worship, pray and serve, God is glorified and things
happen! He said He would ‘build His church and the gates of hell would not prevail
against it!’ That is why, after two thousand years, the church is still here, and it is
growing! According to the Pew Research Centre. The number of Christians
worldwide has grown from around 600 million in 1910 to over 2.19 billion in 2010,
and they forecast 3 billion by 2050.
This is an exciting time for Christians because God has promised to pour out His
Spirit on all people in the last days. If you are not sure whether we are in the ‘last
days’, read what the Apostle Paul wrote two thousand years ago and compare it to
today’s society. He wrote in his second letter to Timothy, in Chapter 3 …
‘¹But mark this: there will be terrible times in the last days. ² People will be lovers
of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their
parents, ungrateful, unholy, ³ without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without selfcontrol, brutal, not lovers of the good, ⁴ treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God – ⁵ having a form of godliness but denying its
power!’
Does that sound familiar? Well, there is an alternative in Jesus’ teachings. He shows
us how to live a selfless life that loves and cares for others and when we follow that
teaching, community changes for the good.
If you would like to explore more about this, or have questions about Christianity,
Jesus and the church, why not come along to our Alpha Course which will run on
Thursday evenings from 7pm, starting 27 September. It is a safe place to come ask
those questions you have always wanted to ask!
The evening will include a simple meal and there is no charge and no catch! Yes,
you get something for nothing and it is too good, but also true. Watch out for the
adverts and invites around the village in coming weeks.
@HookyPastor
Pastor Peter Brookes, 730677, hookypastor@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY HOUSING PROJECT
Homes For Hooky – July 2018
The results of the survey in April delivered
a positive message of support for a
Community Housing Project in the village
for those in need with a strong local
connection. From the respondents, 37
people indicated they would like to live in
one of the proposed homes on completion,
and a second, more detailed, survey has
recently been sent to each person in this
group.
We are very excited about the project in
which affordable homes will be designed
according to the needs of the community,
and delivered through a community-led
group or organisation, with support from Cherwell District Council. This might be
through the formation of a Community Land Trust or a similar agreed model.
The layout of the site and design of the homes will be based on the information
requested from the second part of our Housing Survey. This will also determine the
different types of tenure to be available, including affordable homes for rent,
options for shared ownership, and possibly a small number of homes available to
purchase at closer to market value.
The results of the part 2 survey will be independently analysed in mid-August, and
will then enable a feasibility study to be accurately completed. As a community-led
project, all prospective occupants of the homes will be invited to participate in
workshops with the selected architects, to contribute ideas to develop the design of
the homes and their surrounding environment.
We have experienced some delays to the progress of the project, mainly due to
recent staff changes at Cherwell District Council, which has meant engaging with a
new set of housing officers. We are now working with a new Interim Head of
Strategic Housing, who is supportive of the project and keen to keep communication
between the relevant departments flowing.
We are pleased that things are moving again and, as a result, the deadline for the
architects submitting for tender has been extended to mid-August. We look forward
to seeing their different visual interpretations of the brief, and will appoint the
Project Architect soon after that date.
We are also excited to announce that Channel 4 have approached HNLC with regard
to filming the community input and design process of the project for inclusion in a
documentary about community–led housing.

Cathy Ryan, Tim Lunel, Community Engagement and
Feasibility Study Project Managers
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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HOOKY PLAYERS – NEWS UPDATE
Following the election of several new
committee members, and a
commitment to widen its creative
scope to include music, dance, poetry
and other areas of the arts (see
June’s Newsletter), Hooky Players has
announced the first two events of its
2018–19 season. Saturday 17
November will see the group present
the first of its Music And Drama
evenings at the Memorial Hall.
In what promises to be a fascinating evening’s entertainment, the group will
perform two individual one-act plays, as well as bringing to the stage local
musicians Barney Newman and Matt Watson. Other visual treats are also promised
for the evening, as the company moves beyond its ‘am-dram’ roots and transforms
itself into something more akin to a performing arts group.
Hooky Players’ stalwarts Alasdair Brown and Karen Smith are taking on directorial
duties for the two plays: George Bernard Shaw’s delightfully surreal comedy
‘Passion, Poison and Petrifaction’ and Jean McConnell’s incisive ‘Garden Pests’ (from
her ‘Deckchairs’ series of plays) – drawing on a cast of seasoned Hooky Players’
actors as well as several new recruits to the group.
In a rather bold cross-cultural move, country blues and roots musician Barney
Newman will transport the audience away from Edwardian sitting rooms and English
country gardens to the American blues heartland with a fine selection of songs
culled from more than 20 years’ touring with just a guitar, banjo and a wonderfully
emotive voice. Taking a leaf out of Hooky Film Society’s book, the evening will also
include a hearty two-course supper – and a bar. Further details to be confirmed…
In another new departure for the group, Hooky Players will be staging a grand
Variety Show on 26 January, designed to showcase some of the best talent in the
area. Diversity seems to be the watchword here with the evening drawing together
a highly eclectic mix of performers, including singers, magicians, a poet, tap
dancers, a ‘spoken word performer’ and a group of Indian Dohl drummers! Well, I
did say eclectic…
The final line-up for the evening is yet to be confirmed and the show’s organisers
are still happy for other acts to come forward for consideration. So if you have any
kind of talent and are looking for an opportunity to appear in front of an
appreciative audience, get in contact with Karen Smith (see below). But you’ll need
to be quick; the programme for the evening is almost complete.
The decision has also been made to mount a production of Vivian Stanshall’s
exquisitely irreverent comedy of aristocratic eccentricity, ‘Sir Henry at Rawlinson
End’. No date has yet been fixed for the production beyond ‘sometime in 2019’ –
but, again, it will signal Hooky Players’ move into the wider performing arts arena,
combining drama, music and the spoken word.
Anyone interested in the group’s activities is reminded that Hooky Players meet for
an informal get together on the last Thursday of each month at 7.30pm in The Sun
Inn, Hook Norton. Everyone is welcome…
Nigel Lord, 737330, karen2002smith@gmail.com
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LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:
Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!
Contact Vicky on 737985

GPs, Physios, Pilates teachers and Personal trainers amongst his clients.
Results achieved at your home
Weight Management, Over 45s & Ladies Exercise, Injury and Nutrition
www.alangordon-health.co.uk

alangordonhealth@aol.com

Member of
British Association of Sport and Exercise Sciences
Clinical Exercise Physiology Association
Gait and Clinical Movement Analysis Society

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
We wish to thank the volunteers of the Green Gym for their work in clearing the
dead wood and weeds from along the stream.
They plan to return at the end of August to dispose of all the vegetation they
collected.
We are pleased that the dividing wall between the upper and lower areas has now
been repaired.
The hedge we planted earlier in the year now shows signs of growth, and will in
time be a new home for wildlife; it also helps in retaining the soil from slipping.
Thanks to Melvyn Riley a memorial circular tree seat has been renovated and
repainted.
Work continues to keep the cemetery a pleasant place to visit and new volunteers
will always be welcome.
John E Blackham
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CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following
to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads - collars blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food - chews
- brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea treatments
- toys - cat carriers etc. Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/cat's
life a little happier. Anything not suitable will be divided between the Wood Green
Animal Shelter and Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a
call, I will be happy to receive them.
Hilary Wiseman, 737374

HOOK NORTON WALKING TRAIL
The Hook Norton Murder Mystery Trail is an excellent activity to do in the summer!
It is an easy to follow route around our beautiful village, taking in some of the most
interesting features and sights along the way.
Whilst walking and exploring, you’ll be looking for the clues on the Trail, to solve a
murder mystery.
Examples of what our Trail includes:
Clues

Directions

Information

Carefully cross the
road. You are headed
towards the centre of
the village; so use the
slope to your left or the
steps to your right

Queen Street was
named in honour of
Queen Victoria’s Jubilee.
Previously called
Garrett Street, from a
property called The
Garrett, given to Hook
Norton by the Duke of
Suffolk (then Lord of
the Manor) in 1522

Clue 01

A nice easy clue to begin
with. The first suspect to
be crossed off your list
shares the initials of a
resting Hook Norton
resident (1942–2001)

The Trail is great for seeing the village from a new perspective, whatever age and
whatever the weather.
Priced at just £5, you only need one Trail booklet per family/group of up to 4-6
people; and each booklet has a unique reference number. £4 from every booklet
sold will be donated on a quarterly basis to Hook Norton School.
You can get your copy by emailing us at hooknorton.mysterytrail@gmail.com, and
paying £5 into a bank account specifically set aside for this purpose: K & H Hope;
NatWest; 60-01-24; 89557654.
The Trail booklet will be emailed to you to print off at home.
However, if you prefer, you can request a printed copy to be sent to you; in which
case please add £1 to cover printing and postage.
Kevin and Hazel Hope
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AUGUST/SEPTEMBER VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS
Tuesday

Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday

10:00 AM
7.00 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
3:30 PM
10:00 AM
9:15 AM
10:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:30PM

Font Café
Hooky Harriers
Ladies Social Badminton
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Still Waters Cafe
Health Walk
Jam Club
Ladies Social Badminton
Friday Toddler Group
Font Café
Live Music night
Quiz Night

St Peters
Sports & Social Club
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Baptist Hall
Doctors’ Surgery
Primary School
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
St Peters
The Sun Inn
Pear Tree Inn

SPECIFIC EVENTS - AUGUST
Date Day

Time Event

Location

02
08
08
09
12
15
16
17
22
30
30
30

09:00 Rhythm Time Music
14:30 Reading Group
18:00 Open Tap Take Over
19:30 Parish Council Meeting
10:00 Hook Norton Classic Car Meets
15:00 Tea and Cake at the Library
09:00 Rhythm Time Music
17:00 Junior Book Club
14:00 Craft & Chatter
09:00 Rhythm Time Music
10:30 Carry on Learning
19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together

School Study Centre
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
Memorial Hall
Brewery
Library
School Study Centre
Library
Library
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
Sun Inn

Thursday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - SEPTEMBER
Date Day

Time Event

Location

04
05
08
10
12
12
13
13
16
18
19
19
21
26
26
27
27
27

19:30 Local History Group
19:00 Entry night for autumn show
14:30 Garden Club Autumn Show
19:30 Lunar Society
14:30 Reading Group
18:00 Open Tap Take Over
09:00 Rhythm Time Music
19:30 Parish Council Meeting
10:00 Hook Norton Classic Car Meets
14:00 WI Meeting
15:00 Tea and Cake at the Library
19:00 Library Friends AGM
17:00 Junior Book Club
14:00 Craft & Chatter
15:30 Lego Club
09:00 Rhythm Time Music
10:30 Carry on Learning
19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together

Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
St Peter's
Sun Inn
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Brewery
Baptist Hall
Library
Baptist Hall
Library
Library
Library
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
Sun Inn

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Friday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if
possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council
issues. Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council
charges for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths,
wall units, sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of
charges at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste
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WILDLIFE NOTES
David McGill is away for this edition, but
James and Jennifer Watts have been
kind enough to send me photos of a
muntjac, taken in their Chapel St
garden, so we still have some wildlife! I
have been told that muntjac (maybe this
one!) have been sighted in other village
gardens.
These secretive creatures, often sighted
at night on roadside verges, though
endearing individually, are not beloved
of everyone. Though a non-native
species, they have thrived in the UK
and, along with other species of deer,
have contributed to a population explosion that is damaging ecosystems nationwide.
Deer overgraze
tree saplings in
particular, and
so prevent the
natural
regrowth and
regeneration of
woodland,
leading to an
unbalanced age
distribution
among the
trees, and a
wider impact on
the diversity
and abundance
of other animal and plant species, soil organisms and so on.
This situation is closely analogous to that in Yellowstone National Park, concisely
described in the short film, ‘How Wolves Change Rivers’ – narrated by British
journalist/campaigner George Monbiot – shown at the recent Incredible Edible
Hooky open meeting. In both cases, the absence of a top predator in the ecosystem
led to unchecked growth in population of grazing animals (mainly elk, in
Yellowstone), and a damaging lack of balance between species. The solution there
was the reintroduction of the grey wolf, which had an impact not just on elk, but on
the abundance and success of a multitude of species throughout the many food
chains in the park – a benign effect of top predators, known as a ‘trophic cascade’.
This included an increase in the beaver population, which meant, of course, that
wolves changed the rivers!
Oxfordshire may not yet be ready for the re-introduction of its historic wolf
population, but there is a movement to trial the re-introduction into UK of the
somewhat less controversial Eurasian Lynx – also a specialist predator of deer – by
a controlled release in Kielder forest. More details at http://www.lynxuk.org.
David Jones, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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