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Your layout editor John here. I live in
advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
a deep dark cave in the village but
Page Layout
John McCormick
Dave, our copy editor, has kindly
Copy Editor
David Jones
737748
allowed me out to write a guest
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
editorial, given that Sean – our
Distribution
M Sean Coleman 07970 516463
distribution manager – got to have a
Proofreading
Kerrie McCormick
go last edition. I’m so excited, it’s fun
Directory
Diana Barber
737428
out here in the open.
bar4ber@gmail.com
Many of you who contribute content
will have recently heard from Dave
(per issue)
about giving permission under the
SIZE
MONO
COLOUR
GDPR rules for us to continue to
Third Page
£15/12.50*
£25/22.50*
communicate with you. But for
Half Page
£20/17.50*
£35/32.50*
readers, just to be on the safe side,
Full Page
£35/32.50*
£70/65*
can all of you reading this please say
* price per issue for annual subscription
out loud, ‘YES, I’M ALLOWED TO
Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
READ THIS’. Not that I can prove that
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
you’ve done this so, if you wanted to
Lane, Hook Norton OX15 5NX or put in our postbox
be very bold, you could say nothing
in the village shop.
and just keep reading anyway –
although if you choose to do so, the
newsletter could be fined 20 million
COPY DATE: FRI 13th JULY
Euros or 4% of our turnover. We’ll
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
have to run the numbers to check.
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
I don’t have to worry about that kind
Find us on the web at
of thing normally because I don’t
www.hook-norton.org.uk/villagecommunicate with anyone. I just
newsletter
emerge from my cave on a weekend
every two months and combine all of
the news and ads into one document for printing. Not a trivial exercise as, in the
last edition, there were 55 articles and 79 ads; we live in such an interesting village
don’t we? I try to rotate the content around so that regular articles and ads aren’t
always in the same place, so that every edition is a great adventure for you.
I also have to ensure that the products and services from all our lovely advertisers
don’t end up together. Not easy, as we have 3 dentists, 4 seamstresses, 3
decorators, 2 funeral directors, 2 computer guys, 2 stress therapists, 2 estate
agents, 2 car servicers, 2 stove suppliers, 2 electricians, 2 boiler servicers, 2 yoga
people, and 2 bookkeepers!
My diligent wife Kerrie then has to ensure that there aren’t any embarrassing
spelling or grammar errors (see what she did there? Fixed the one just here). At
sometime on late Sunday afternoon the result emerges; it’s then sent to our friends
at KMS, who print it during the week, send it to Sean and his wonderful army, and
it then arrives through your letterbox. Magic, hey?
I also get to pick the cover page for each edition, based on either a picture that
Dave recommends or just something that amuses me. I need to remember to thank
Jennifer Lanham for supplying this edition’s cover. By the way Jennifer, if you’re still
reading this and you hadn’t done the reciting out loud thing, we’re in big trouble . –
and I’m sure you’d agree that it would only be reasonable for you to contribute
towards that 20 million Euro fine. So, that’s all from me, I’m off back to my cave.…
John McCormick, Editorial Team, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

ADVERTISING RATES

NEX T ISSUE: AUGUST

3

COTSWOLD CARRIERS REMOVALS LTD
Removals – Storage – Haulage

�� Local and long
distance moves
�� Regular London
trips
�� No job too small
(man/van service)
�� Full and part-loads
to Europe
�� Containerised
storage
�� Experienced and helpful staff
�� Specialists to the antiques trade
Tel: 01608 730 500
Email: enquiries@cotswold-carriers.co.uk
The Sidings, Station Road, Kingham, OX7 6SX
www.cotswoldcarriers.com
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HOOK NORTON LUNAR SOCIETY
The April and May meetings of Hook Norton Lunar
Society marked two anniversaries: At the Hook
Norton Local History Group in April 2017, Dick
Chalmers announced a meeting to test the
interest in a society dedicated to science,
engineering and philosophy, which then took
place the following month at The Sun Inn. The inaugural meeting last September
attracted a much greater attendance than expected… and so it has continued, with
more than 50 loyal followers at each meeting ever since.
They have not been disappointed! In April, Chris Hurst’s theme was Turbinia, the
world’s first steam turbine-powered steamship, which was built as an experimental
vessel in 1894, and was easily the fastest ship in the world at that time. It was
designed by Charles Parsons, the son of astronomer
William Parsons, 3rd Earl of Ross.
Chris showed the influences and experiences that
culminated in the design of Turbinia, which relied on
his invention of the compound turbine, the engine
which drove the ship. The jet engines of today’s
aircraft rely on the very principle he devised.
Remarkably for the scion of a noble family, Charles
Parsons chose to become an apprentice with the
Newcastle marine engineering company William
Armstrong. This could have been the result of the influence of influence his mother,
Lady Mary Rosse, who was not only an astronomer in her own right and a pioneer
photographer, but also an accomplished blacksmith!
Alasdair Brown’s contribution in May, ‘From Abracadabra to Hey Alexa!’ was an
absolute tour de force. He set out to ask what modern science owed, if anything, to
its roots in alchemy, astrology, the occult and other magical superstitions. He told
the story of the economist John Maynard Keynes, who bought a large collection of
Isaac Newton’s manuscripts in 1936. Newton is revered for his work in
mathematics, viz; Principia Mathematica, and gravity; however, in deciphering his
notes, Keynes discovered that, for most of his life, Newton had been a secret
alchemist, which was forbidden. Keynes commented: ‘Newton was not the first
scientist of The Age of Reason, he was the last Magician’.
Alasdair’s argument included characters from the 12th century to the present day.
His inspiration came from literature. He explained that Mary Shelley’s 1818 novel,
Frankenstein, was possibly prompted by her husband’s obsession with electricity,
and she writes that her protagonist Victor Frankenstein becomes obsessed with the
mediaeval alchemists Albertus Magnus and Cornelius Agrippa at the age of thirteen,
which has the effect of turning him into the archetypical mad scientist. Also, both
the characters of Prospero in Shakespeare’s ‘Tempest’ and ‘Dr Faustus’ in
Christopher Marlowe’s play are said to be inspired by the extraordinary life of the
Elizabethan scientist and conjuror, Dr John Dee.
The evening was enlivened by the skilful inclusion of video clips, courtesy of HNLS
tech wizard, Nigel Lord. Memorably, from one of these we learned how to tell the
time by manipulating a donkey’s cojones!
The season ends on Monday 11 June with ‘Lunar Shorties’, which will be a collation
of tasty titbits suggested by Lunartiks. Suggestions received so far include ‘Ball
tampering’ (for cricket lovers), ‘Why projects always fail’ and ‘How many Nobel
Prizes does it take to make a smart phone?’
Ian Buchanan
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THE JUBILEE SEAT
Shaded by a tree, the Hook
Norton Jubilee Seat is located
at the north end of the Horse
Fair at the junction of Sibford
Road and Bourne Lane. It
currently bears a plaque
showing that it was presented
by Hook Norton Brewery Co.
Ltd, in commemoration of H.M.
Queen Elizabeth's Silver Jubilee
(1977). Its history actually
goes back much further.
The original seat
commemorating the Silver
Jubilee of King George V was
placed here as part of the Silver Jubilee public holiday celebrations of Monday 6 May
1935. From old photographs of the time, the day appears to have been quite a
village event. Miss Dickins is seen planting a commemorative tree at Holly Bush,
then there is a parade making its way from East End through the village. The
photographs also show the Brass Band in their new Green uniforms, the Fire Brigade
with their Hatfield trailer pump and Hook Norton Football team. But as yet no
photograph of the Jubilee Seat part of the celebrations has come to light.
What we do know is that as well as the placing of the seat the event appears to
have included the planting of some trees in the area.
Perhaps
because they
represented
the future,
two four year
old children
Phyllisatine
White and
Kenneth
Smith (both
pictured) were
chosen to
plant the tree
next to the
Jubilee Seat.
They appear
to have had
green fingers
due to the
fact that, of
the selection of trees planted in the Horse Fair that day, only theirs thrived. Little
could they have known at the time, Phyllisatine and Kenneth would marry later in
life! Does anyone have a photograph of the Jubilee Seat celebrations to complete
the story?
James Tobin
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PRIZE QUIZ – HOOKY THOROUGHFARES
For this edition’s quiz, each of the clues will give you the name of a thoroughfare in
Hook Norton, and the central column will spell out a local landmark. You can just
complete it for fun, but if you would like to be in with a chance of winning a cash
prize, put your answer sheet and £2 in an envelope marked QUIZ, and post it in the
St Peter’s donations box – immediately on the right as you enter church – before 1
July. One entry will be drawn from all correct entries and win half of the money
collected. Answers and the winner in the August newsletter.
Kevin Hope
Quintessential English hop variety
Belonging to Mr Powers?
Soap from the 1980’s
For example, web or lace
The Orient?
A public recreational space
Betwixt and between
Quick or soon
Ferrous rock
An ecclesiastical dwelling
Sheep remnants
Ilex aquifolium
A terminus, maybe?
A planting of trees or shrubs for food
Traditionally, a unit composed of clay
4046.86 m² of fabaceae
Traditional (2 words)
A place that makes and sells ales
Inter a small Scottish farm?
North of the border
Largest Dartmoor town

Name ……………………………………………… Telephone number ………………………………………
Address …………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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A VISIT TO (ANOTHER) ST PETER’S
During a spring-time holiday in
Barbados, I attended an Easter Day
(1 April) service at our namesake’s
beautiful church in Speightstown, in
the parish of St Peter – one of the
eleven parishes on the island. I
arrived ten minutes early for the
9.30am communion, to find the
7.30am service still in full swing. As
a church full of mainly Bajans (the
term used for all things Barbadian)
belted out their final two Easter
hymns, another whole congregation
assembled in the warm sunshine in
the church grounds. It was a quick
changeover, and within a few
minutes we were singing ‘Alleluia, Christ is risen’.
A few memorable things stood out: the friendly warmth of the Bajan congregation;
the spectacular floral displays all around the building; Bajan women who, in their
‘Sunday best’, could easily have been on their way to Ascot Ladies Day (but without
the hats!). And then, the incredible contrast between the highest Anglican ceremony
I have ever attended and the casual, laid back Caribbean attitude.
Another noticeable difference between here and there was the number of official
personnel: a Rector, two assistant priests, a seminarian (priest in training), 12
attendants (incense carriers, candle bearers, bible and microphone holders), at least
ten sides-people wearing white and purple sashes, and then a choir of 32 with an
organist and conductor. The hymns were very traditional – and there were a lot of
them: we had ten to sing as a congregation, an Easter anthem sung by the choir,
and an additional six hymns sung by the choir during communion.
The visiting preacher was something to behold! Think ‘Caribbean Ian Paisley’ with
the volume turned up. He bellowed his sermon with heart and passion; but he was
entertaining with it. He joked between his serious messages; he told us he believed
Easter Monday was as important as Easter Sunday – and that ‘no, it wasn’t an April
fool!’ After speaking for over 30 minutes he paused, smiled and said ‘Don’t worry,
I’m just about to finish.’ His retort to the round of applause was, ‘Ah, but your
“now” might not be the same as my “now”’ – so it was no surprise when he
continued for another good ten minutes.
His main message, based on the question from St Mark’s gospel (16:3) was ‘who
will roll away the stone for us?’ and he used it as a metaphor for the challenges and
difficulties we all face. He gave example after example of everyday life; financial
problems, relationship difficulties, exam pressure, illness, etc. After each one, his
rhetorical question: ‘who will roll the stone away for us?’ And then, from a different
angle, the excuses we readily use to prevent us from living as God would want us
to; lack of time, pressure at work, at school or at home, relationship difficulties etc;
this time, for each one, his assertion ‘don’t let the stone stop you.’
I confess that I left after receiving communion and, with half the congregation yet
to receive theirs, plus at least two more hymns to sing, the service looked set to
exceed the two hours of the 7.30 one!
It is a beautiful church and it was a beautiful service.
Kevin Hope

11

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com
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www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

MICHAEL ROY GANLY, 21 OCT 1944–17 MAR 2018
This larger than life character was a well-known figure in Oxford and beyond. Born
in Shepherd's Bush, to Pat and Frank Ganly, he was raised in Hook Norton by his
aunt and uncle, Leonora and Walter Brain. Walter worked for G.W.R and was the
lengthman – looking after the line between Hook Norton and Chipping
Norton/Kingham. It was there, roaming the village and its environs, that he
developed his lifelong love of nature and the countryside – and of getting into
occasional mischief, such as running along the viaduct on the Banbury-Chipping
Norton line, 80ft up in the air on steel girders just about 15” wide!
He attended the village school and, later, Banbury Grammar School. He had a
lengthy disciplinary record and made some lifelong friendships. He competed in, and
completed, an Outward-Bound course in Patterdale, Cumbria, run by Oxfordshire
County Council for local schools, learning orienteering, climbing, and general
character building and survival techniques. He also became a bell-ringer and was a
very enthusiastic member of the Air Cadets Squadron based in Hook Norton. Had he
put his mind to it, he was certainly university material; however, he spent a year
studying at the North Oxfordshire Technical College and School of Art in Banbury,
before taking up gainful employment. His first job was at T.Peter S.Dixon, Banbury,
Estate Agents, who opened the first travel agency in Church Lane. Hook Norton man
Lincoln Austin, NFU Secretary, put a good word in for Michael and he joined Midland
Marts Ltd. for £4 a week (an increase of £2), where he later sold the poultry and
sailed through professional exams. During this period he met, fell in love with and,
in 1967, married his beloved wife Helen (nee Robinson), moving to Oxford to work
for Hunt & Broadhurst printers/stationers.
He augmented his income in the late 60s and early 70s through writing occasional
literary reviews for The Oxford Times. Disillusioned with working for others, he then
moved into self-employment: buying and selling all sorts of commodities. His
favourite days were the ones when he would leave the house with nothing in his
pockets to see 'what he could make'. One of his first ventures was Hollybush Metals,
a scrap reclamation concern. He also moved into the ‘rag’ business, with a
warehouse full of textiles on the Milton Trading Estate and a vintage clothes shop on
St Clements.
He bought and did up a cottage on a Welsh hillside and travelled extensively: to
Pittsburgh, U.S.A; he knew France well, especially Paris; he was a trawlerman for a
year, and a whaler; he dealt in nuclear waste and gold bullion! Eventually, he
diversified into the reclamation of old agricultural buildings – dismantling them by
hand, at a time when others would simply bulldoze them – and associated rural
markets such as tree felling/planting, landscaping and more. Forestry and
landscaping became his mainstay, only retiring due to ill-health in summer 2017.
Along the way, he supplied East Oxford with Christmas trees for many years, traded
in horses and wagons, and bought and sold antiques.
Through all, he was passionate about past-times: a voracious reader; a superb and
inventive cook; a keen and proficient shooter and hunter (organised shoots for
landed estate owners); he did the Times Cryptic Crossword every day without fail;
delighted in woodwork; developed the Oxford Amateur Boxing Club; was an
enthusiastic player of the mouth-organ; and a most hospitable and charitable man.
Michael is survived by his wife, Helen, his sister, Iris Cooper, his sons, Daniel and
Benjamin, and his grandchildren, Samuel, Rozalia, and Luise. At his funeral at
Oxford Crematorium, such a large gathering of friends had not been seen for a long
time.
Ben Ganly
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JUST BECAUSE THEY’RE NICE PHOTOS
[Ed: Some more snaps from the Hooky Garden Club Garden Show and the Pete
Watkins concert at St. Peters]
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HOOK NORTON WALKING TRAIL
A Walking Trail is a creative way to explore cities, towns and villages using a selfguided, themed walk.
Introducing the Hook Norton Murder Mystery Trail, an easy-to-follow route
around our beautiful Oxfordshire village, taking in some of the most interesting
features and sights along the way. Whilst walking and exploring, you’ll be looking
for the clues on the Trail, to solve a murder mystery.
Clues

Directions

Information

Carefully cross the
road. You are headed
towards the centre of
the village; so use the
slope to your left or the
steps to your right

Queen Street was
named in honour of
Queen Victoria’s Jubilee.
Previously called
Garrett Street, from a
property called The
Garrett, given to Hook
Norton by the Duke of
Suffolk (then Lord of
the Manor) in 1522

Clue 01

A nice easy clue to begin
with. The first suspect to
be crossed off your list
shares the initials of a
resting Hook Norton
resident (1942–2001)

Examples of what our Trail includes:
The Trail is great for seeing the village from a new perspective, whatever age,
whatever the weather, and whether you live here or are just paying us a visit.
Priced at just £5, you only need one Trail booklet per family/group of up to 4-6
people; and each booklet has a unique reference number.
We have created this Trail to raise funds for Hook Norton School, and £4 from every
booklet sold will be donated on a quarterly basis and reported in the newsletter. The
remaining £1’s will accumulate to form an annual cash prize. So, when you have
completed the Trail, by emailing us the correct solution, you will be entered into the
draw (drawn at the end of June each year, starting 2019).
The Hook Norton Murder Mystery Trail can be requested by emailing us at
hooknorton.mysterytrail@gmail.com and paying £5 into a bank account specifically
set aside for this purpose – K & H Hope; NatWest; 60-01-24; 89557654.
The Trail booklet will be emailed to you to print off at home. However, if you prefer,
you can request a printed copy to be sent to you; in which case please add £1 to
cover printing and postage.
The Hook Norton Murder Mystery Trail is designed to be available indefinitely.
Kevin and Hazel Hope

Thank You Hooky
On Thursday 26 April, at about 10pm, I was driving home alone towards Hooky
and my car was a ‘pot hole’ casualty. Whilst I was waiting for my husband to
come to my aid and to help change the tyre, no less than five people stopped
to offer help. I was so touched by the kindness of strangers that I wanted to
say a very big Thank You.
Stella Wilson
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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HOOK NORTON SCHOOL CLOSED
Due to German V-1 Flying Bomb Attacks!

This might seem an unlikely headline but in fact it is true. In early July 1944, 80
homeless civilians occupied the school classrooms due to their homes in South
Eastern England having been bombed by V-1 flying bombs. Consequently the school
had to be closed for education purposes.
The commandeering of buildings such as Hook Norton School for use as a Rest
Centre came under The Defence Regulations (Emergency Powers) Act 1939. The
idea of a Rest Centre was to provide temporary accommodation for families made
homeless, mainly due to bombing, until other arrangements for them could be
made. Why Hook Norton was chosen is not clear, and details are rather sketchy, but
what we do know is as follows. Accommodation selected in the village as billets by
the Minister of Health were the Senior School, Infant School, Baptist and Wesleyan
school rooms, with the Memorial Hall kept in reserve. Key village people involved
were School Headmaster Arthur Miller, in charge of accommodation and equipment,
John Harris and Ezra Lightfoot, looking after feeding arrangements with Mrs Hilda
Somers, Women's Voluntary Service (WVS), and a pool of 33 village volunteer
helpers looking after the evacuees.
It is not known when Hook Norton was chosen as a Rest Centre but it was in April
1941 we find reference to the school being fitted out with blackout curtains. Perhaps
this was triggered by the Blitz of 1940/41. Then, in May 1941, we find emergency
equipment arriving and, although the Centre was put on standby in August, it was
found not to be needed. In January 1942, Mr West an inspector from the Ministry of
Health spent an afternoon surveying the village arrangements and was apparently
satisfied with what he found. The Centre then seemingly remained on standby.
On 13 June 1944, the first of the so-called revenge weapons, the V-1 Flying Bomb,
was launched on London from a launch site in Northern France. Eventually 9,500
V-1's were launched against Southern England before the launch sites were overrun
by the allied forces in October. In the meantime, the results of these attacks were
devastating, resulting in thousands of civilians being made homeless.
On 30 June 1944, word came that the Hook Norton Rest Centre was needed and,
initially, the Baptist school room was closed to prepare for arrivals. The next day,
23 evacuees arrived. By 4 July, 80 people were housed in various school rooms, and
it was on this day the school closed for education purposes. By 6 July, all the
allotted rooms were in use as a Rest Centre. As yet it is not known from which part
of South Eastern England the evacuees came.
By 27 July, all the evacuees had left and the school reopened, apart from the
Baptist school room which required fumigation! It was not until 2 August 1944 that
the Centre was officially closed, so ending the short period during which the village
provided a refuge for homeless women and children.
James Tobin
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JOIN THE HOOK NORTON HEALTH WALK
The village health walk is every Wednesday starting at 10am
from the surgery on The Bourne.
The walk is led by friendly, trained volunteer Walk Leaders
who are on hand to provide encouragement and support.
The walk is between 30 and 60
minutes long and, at the end of the
walk, everyone is invited to join the
Walk Leaders for refreshments at the
Baptist Church Still Waters café.
Walkers should wear loose,
comfortable clothing and comfortable
footwear, such as trainers, walking
boots or sturdy flat shoes, all
appropriate to the weather.
No need to book, just turn up ready to
walk.
This new, free health walk only
started in January and it is open to
anyone – though Parents & Babies are
especially welcome.
Colin Hull, 01327 322337,
colin.hull@cherwellandsouthnorthants.
gov.uk

A Date for Your Diary
Friday 5 October

Annual Macmillan Coffee Morning
to be held in St Peter's Church, Hook Norton, 9–11.30am
We will have the normal cakes and coffee/tea, with a raffle,
and also Macmillan Christmas cards and gifts.
If you have any donations you would like to give, please let me know or
bring on the morning of the coffee morning.
Julie Wood - juliedwood46@gmail.com
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County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY
Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880
Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.
32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG
01295 265424
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www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

STILL WATERS CAFE
Each Wednesday
morning, at ten
o’clock, an eclectic
group of people
meet in the Baptist
Hall for tea, puzzles,
conversation and,
as seems to be the
common
denominator in all
events involving
Baptists, cake. A
while ago now, but
7 February was
even more special,
as it was the first
anniversary of Still
Waters Café – and was celebrated with even more cake. In the time I’ve been going
along to Still Waters, my son has grown from an eight-month-old to a walking,
talking toddler, and loves his weekly audience, as he is often the only child there
(calling all parents: there’s toys for the children, and tea and sanity to be had for
other hapless care-givers like me). The highlight of the year was without a doubt
the Christmas lunch, a jolly affair with home-cooked food, carols and crackers. It
was an event akin to the feeding of the five thousand – if you reverse the concept,
as we had made enough food for an army but were faced with snow that morning,
and the prospect of no guests for lunch. In the end, no less than twenty people
arrived, and we somehow managed to finish off all that delicious food.
Whether it’s conversation you crave, peace and quiet, a place to entertain the
children or you’ve simply finished your book of sudoku and the new one is still in
the post, come along to the Baptist Hall on a Wednesday and join us for tea,
coffee and of course, cake.
Bethan Williams
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

Sewing for you
Frances Williams
Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making
& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297 Mobile: 07964 691274
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1˧˩˧˧˩˨ HOOK NORTON GUIDES

We are now almost halfway through another busy term.
Highlights so far have included taking part in the
annual St George's celebrations, where the Hook Norton
units had the privilege of leading the parade. It was
brilliant to walk right behind the band and to see the
parade stretching behind us as far as the eye could see,
as we walked around Banbury Cross to the church. We
have also joined the Rainbows, Brownies and Senior
Section in completing the annual village litter pick and
spring clean. Armed with soapy water and sponges, we
spent a happy evening cleaning street signs around
Hook Norton. The girls really enjoyed themselves and
did an excellent job; several villagers commented on
how smart the girls looked in their uniform, and how
well-mannered and polite they were, as well as what a
great job they were doing.
Over the last week or two, we have been making
preparations for a joint celebration of the Royal Wedding
with the Brownies and Senior Section. This will involve
learning a little about the charity work completed by both Harry and Meghan, as
well as up-cycling household items to make a wedding dress, and enjoying our
very own royal wedding banquet. After half term, we will also be making the most
of the lighter evenings by trying our hand at canoeing and treasure hunting, as well
as an overnight sleepover at Horley Campsite, and a range of other fun outdoor
activities.
There is genuinely never a dull moment at Guides. If you have a daughter aged 10–
13 who may be interested in joining us, please contact Julie Wood:
Lynne McArdle, 1st Hook Norton Guide Leader
juliedwood46@gmail.com
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GPs, Physios, Pilates teachers and Personal trainers amongst his clients.
Results achieved at your home
Weight Management, Over 45s & Ladies Exercise, Injury and Nutrition
www.alangordon-health.co.uk

alangordonhealth@aol.com

Member of
British Association of Sport and Exercise Sciences
Clinical Exercise Physiology Association
Gait and Clinical Movement Analysis Society
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FUNNY COW
Charity film and supper night, 28 April
‘Funny Cow’ is a recently released film, starring Maxine Peake, which tells the story
of a woman trying to make it on the Northern comedy circuit in the 1970’s. It is
currently receiving terrific reviews for Maxine’s powerful central performance. What
makes it special for me is that the film is dedicated to my late wife, Min Groome,
who taught at the village school for over twenty years until retirement in 2010.
The producer, Kevin Proctor, allowed the film to be shown in Hooky as a charity
fund-raiser to an invited audience of family, close friends and colleagues. The
capacity audience enjoyed the film and supper. Kevin also attended and took part in
a Q&A session after the showing.
As a result of the evening, £1411 was donated to two charities – Cancer Research
UK: £175; Katharine House Hospice: £1236. Thank you to everyone for your
generosity. Special thanks to Di Henderson for providing such a lovely supper; and
Alasdair Brown, Harry Smith and Ian Buchanan for their organisational and technical
support.
By the time you read this, you may still be able to catch the film at a nearby
cinema. The dedication to Min appears on the last frame of the closing credits so
you will have to wait to the very end if you wish to see it. The DVD is due to be
released in August.
Pat Groome

NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Now that summer is here, we
are making the most of our
beautiful rural location. Every
Friday afternoon, our younger
children head to nearby woods
or fields for fun outdoor learning — including bird spotting, den building, and crafts.
It’s an extension of our strong outdoor focus throughout Years R-2, where roughly
half of each day is spent in our outdoor learning area.
Earlier this year, as part of North Oxfordshire Art Weeks, our younger children were
delighted to work with Jon Williams, a potter who, with the children, built a fantastic
bee.
This sculpture was part of the wonderful collection of sculptures at Kingham Lodge,
and the children visited the exhibition in May to see their very own sculpture. They
thoroughly enjoyed exploring the beautiful gardens and looking a wide variety of
art.
We enjoyed a very lively storytelling session by Kristina Stephenson, author of the
Sir Charlie Stinky Socks books, as part of the Chipping Norton Literary Festival. The
children were enthralled by her performance.
Our links with Finland are now twelve years old. Thirteen children and three staff
had a fantastic visit to Vaasa, Finland in May.
Their adventures included exploring The Kvarken Archipelago, learning all about the
Ice Age and its legacy, spending time in school learning woodwork (amongst other
things) and exploring the local town. Every child is offered the chance to travel to
Finland free of charge.
Anne Hewett
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Hook Norton War Memorial Hall
100th Anniversary of the end of the First World War
Hook Norton Parish Council are planning an event on Saturday
10 November 2018 to mark 100 years since the end of World
War 1. This is to be held at the War Memorial Hall, exact time
to be announced, but between 12.00 and 16.00.
We would like to invite all village groups and individuals to be
part of this event, and would welcome any suggestions for the
day, along with help in planning it and on running and
overseeing the day itself. So far we have planned live music –
songs from the wars – and refreshments – sandwiches, tea and cake.
Please get in touch with us and share your ideas. Many thanks.
parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Hook Norton War Memorial Hall Garden
The Parish Council would like to give the garden a complete
make-over – so that it is a truly fitting Memorial Garden.
We are therefore looking for volunteers to assist us in this
project – from the design to the implementation. If anyone can
offer their expertise in this area, or would like to donate plants,
planters, contact local businesses who might like to donate to
this cause, or can just spare a few hours over the summer
months to help – please get in touch with us.
We would like the project completed in plenty of time for the Hook Norton War
Memorial Hall event we are holding on Saturday 10 November – when we will be
planting a tree in memory of those who have fallen during conflict.
parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk

THAT BIT OF HELP: HOOKY NEIGHBOURS
Do you ever:
�� Lose the will to live when filling in an
official form?
�� Decide not to go out somewhere
because it’s too hard to get there?
�� Miss your long-term Scrabble partner or
film companion?
�� Avoid email or texting or going online
despite people urging you to?
Call Hooky Neighbours on 07930 483927, or
email Hookyneighbours01@gmail.com, if
you’d like a bit of help with everyday life –
or know someone who does.
‘We have far more in common with each
other than that which divides us’ (Jo Cox
MP, maiden speech House of Commons 3 June 2015)
Paul Cann
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Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP
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CHOCOLATE QUIZ – RESULTS
Many thanks to those who entered their answers for the prize draw. There were 17
entries and six people got all 25 answers correct. At the All Age service on 6 May,
Derek Brotherstone’s name was drawn out and will receive £17 (half of the money
raised).
The answers are: 1 The rod belonging to my little mother:Mars Bar (Ma’s bar).
2 A faint band of celestial light:Milky Way. 3 A London red routemaster
perhaps:Double Decker.
4 Sally Bowles’ workplace:KitKat. 5 Very happy in Istanbul:Turkish Delight.
6 A toy terrier from Leeds?:Yorkie. 7 Snacking outdoors:Picnic.
8 Small ovoids:Mini Eggs. 9 The king of the jungle’s boozer:Lion Bar.
10 Promote or encourage:Boost. 11 ‘OR BLEET ON’ said the Swiss mountain
sheep:Toblerone. 12 An ancient Mexican:Aztec. 13 Pirouette:Twirl.
14 42.195 kilometres:Marathon. 15

Cinderella’s friend:Buttons.

16 Francis Coppola’s ‘solar system’ car?:Galaxy. 17 Captain Bligh’s vessel:Bounty.
18 Of aircraft – in perfect condition:Mint Aero. 19 A 10 cent stick:Dime Bar.
20 This ointment is ovate:Cream Egg. 21 A feathery ice crystal:Flake.
22 Dorothy’s aunt and 2 of Ronald’s arches:M&Ms. 23 Clever people?:Smarties.
24 Medieval musicians: Minstrels. 25 Matt Damon’s French town?:Bourneville
Kevin Hope

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days

Times

Breakfast Club

Monday–Friday

7.30-9am

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

Costs
88p per
15 minutes
£17.00

Pick Up from Nursery

Monday–Friday

11.30am

£2.50

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£2.50

Take to Nursery

Monday–Friday

12.30pm

£2.50

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

£17.00

Pick Up from School

Monday–Friday

3.15-4pm

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£2.50
£1.25 per
15 minutes

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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Sunday 1 July 2018
St Peter’s Church Hook Norton, 3.30pm

Service of Thanksgiving for the Ministry of
Rev John and Sheila Acreman
in the Benefice of Hook Norton with
Great Rollright, Swerford & Wigginton

Please join us to say thank you and farewell
to John and Sheila
The service will be followed by refreshments

EVERYBODY WELCOME

31

OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793

hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Opening Hours: Monday

2.00pm – 5.00pm

6.00pm – 7.00pm*

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm

(*volunteers only)

Friday

2.00pm – 5.00pm

Saturday

9.30am – 12.30pm

6.00pm – 7.00pm

What’s on at Hook Norton Library:
20 June: Tea & Cake (£1 donation) from 2.30pm
20 June: free 1-1 sessions. Family History Helpdesk from 2.30pm
(fully booked in June, but taking bookings for 18 July)
Free 1-1 digital sessions at Hook Norton Library. Do you need help to get you
started with computers or digital devices? Library computers available, or bring your
own laptop/tablet. Please contact the library for more details or to book a session.
Library Lego Club for children 5-11
Dates for Lego Club:
Wednesday 6 June 3.30–4.30pm
Wednesday 27 June 3.30–4.30pm
Please note: Children attending Lego Club must always be accompanied by their
parent or carer. Oxfordshire County Council cannot accept responsibility for any
accidents that happen as a result of children being inadequately supervised. No
children under five please, because of the risk of choking on small Lego parts.
Thank you to everyone who donated books and plants or volunteered at the
Library Plant & Book sale and a special thank you to the musicians from
‘Windsong Revisited’ and Antony Freeman who joined them on stage for several
songs. The event just gets better every year. Best wishes
Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager
I am currently reading ‘Call me by your name’ by Andre Aciman
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Book and Plant Sale 2018
The FOHNCL annual Book and Plant Sale took place on
Saturday 12 May, and was once again a great success,
enhanced by the good weather.
We were particularly grateful for the huge array of plants
donated, as well as the many high quality books. We raised a
total of £659, just £2.50 more than last year.
The breakdown was £240 on books, £215 on plants, £179 on
the raffle and one £25 donation from the Hook Norton
Veterinary Group.

This money will enable us to continue our support for Library staffing costs as well
as supplementing the Library Book Fund and providing extra equipment and
resources when needed.
As always, there are many people who contributed to making the occasion a
success.
The FOHNCL trustees would particularly like to thank the Font Cafe for providing the
coffee, tea and biscuits, and the local musicians who stepped into the breach left by
the departure from the village of the group Fiddlebop.
The music provided a delightful backdrop for the occasion, and I was perhaps not
the only member of the audience who was swept back nostalgically to the tunes of
the seventies.
We would also like to thank all the donors of raffle prizes, including The Gate Hangs
High, The Sun Inn, Whichford Pottery, Wyatts Garden Centre, the Village Shop,
Turpin’s Lodge, the Firs Garage, the Brewery and Hook Norton Butchers.
All the unsold books have been taken away by volunteers from Oxfam, who will sell
or recycle them appropriately. All the plants found good homes too.
Thank you to everyone who helped and attended, making this such a worthwhile
and enjoyable event.
Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary
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DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk
bridalwear
Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges
KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762

YOGA - PILATES - FUSION
Weekly classes | One to One | Workshops
New - Pilates at Hook Norton School
Summer term booking now, all welcome!
Contact Fran:
(T) 07950 424037 (E) franyoga@rocketmail.com
(W) www.frankirkyoga.moonfruit.com
~fully certified and insured~
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WILDLIFE NOTES
After one of the coldest winters in recent years, the fine
weather we have been having lately has in some way made up
for it. Whilst I have not yet heard a cuckoo, or have someone
mention it to me, swifts and swallows have been seen around
the village. Thanks to Ian Buchanan and others for this
information.
Jay Gowin photographed this young blackbird in her garden,
while Carol Mills has had a robin nesting in one
of her containers close to her garage. Thanks
to both for the photographs.
Very little in the way of wildlife sightings has
been notified to me in recent weeks. This may
well be the sparsest Wildlife Notes since I
started co-ordinating your sightings. From a
personal perspective in recent days I have seen
hares on the way to Great Rollright. Fox cubs
can, of course, be seen at this time of year; I
saw three one evening by the roadside at the
top of South Hill, near to the Swerford turnoff.
In the last newsletter I mentioned
that I had ‘captured’ an otter on my
wildlife camera, and a still photo
from the video footage accompanied
my Notes last time. This month, here
is a still of a muntjac, taken from a
video clip. Encouraged by the otter
sighting, I put two cameras close to
where it had been seen. They were
put out on Monday 23 April and I
went to collect them on Saturday 28.
Despite them being chained with a
steel wire to a tree or fencepost, and
secured with a padlock, both had
been stolen. They were not clearly
visible from the footpath; however,
one could be seen if you knew where
to look. It would seem that someone
had seen one of them and had either gone home to fetch wire cutters or carried
some for some reason, and removed both cameras, which were opposite each
other.
It is sad that there are opportunistic thieves in the countryside. I would have
thought that most people on seeing such cameras would respect them and leave
them but on this occasion that did not happen. During the Easter holidays the
cameras had been out close to some badger setts by the viaducts. Whilst there, I
obtained footage of badgers, as well as close ups of children’s' footwear, as at least
one family had walked past them. They did notice them, however, they respected
their presence. I very much doubt if the cameras will turn up but if anyone hears
anything I will, of course, be very grateful
As usual please continue to send me details of your wildlife sightings to me
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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DRAMA GROUP PLOTS A NEW COURSE
Nigel Lord outlines recent
changes to Hooky Players’
committee and reveals its
plans for the future…
If you’ll allow a relative
newcomer to say so, Hooky
isn’t like
other
places.
There can’t be many villages that can
boast a thriving brewery and three busy
pubs. And you’d be hard pressed to find
one where you can rent an electric car,
pick vegetables that other people have
planted for you, or borrow a book from a
small but thriving library.
And where else could you enjoy an
enlightening talk on history, an evening
of music or stand-up comedy – and a
decent film and a meal?
Against this backdrop, the fact the Hooky
also has its own amateur dramatic society
may seem rather run of the mill. Even the
squabbling residents of Ambridge manage to put their
differences aside and stage an annual panto.
But if you saw Hooky Players’ production of ‘George’s
Marvellous Medicine’ back in February, you’ll probably know
that this is no ordinary ‘am-dram’ society. Watching Georgina’s
irascible old grandmother grow to the height of a house, burst
through the roof then shrink to the point of invisibility – while
continuing to deliver her lines flawlessly – was the kind of tour
de force rarely found in ‘village hall’ productions.
Karen Smith, who played Grandma, has just been appointed Chair of Hooky Players.
Karen has been acting since the age of 14 and performed at the Geoffrey Whitworth
Theatre in London. Her move to the village six years ago gave her the opportunity
to tread the boards once more with Hooky Players – the group she now heads… ‘I
was delighted to become the new Chair as I felt the time was right for new
leadership’, says Karen. ‘I’m really looking forward to working with the wonderful
new mix of committee members’.
The group’s AGM in April also saw Barry Lennon and Mandy Bristow taking over as
(respectively) Treasurer and Secretary, and Alasdair Brown – the man who’s vision
and directorial skill brought ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’ to the stage – elected as
Vice Chair.
Several other members of the new committee are also seasoned Hooky Players,
maintaining a sense of continuity within the group, which will soon celebrate its
20th anniversary. There’s a real pride in what has been achieved over the years but
no disguising the sense of ‘new beginnings’ as the group unveils its plans for the
future.
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Though keeping the ‘Hooky Players’ name, the group will more closely resemble a
performing arts society. ‘We’ll continue to extend our reach dramatically by staging
plays which are popular and fun, and also serious and thought provoking’, says
Alasdair, ‘but we can achieve much more by embracing other performing arts, like
music, dance and poetry. There are people with all kinds of talents in the village –
actors, performers and directors – but we need them to come forward and get
involved’.

The New Hooky Players
Chair:
Vice Chair:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Sound Technician & Publicity:
Lighting Technicians:
Stage Manager:
Stage Artists:
Box Office:
Fundraising:

Karen Smith
Alasdair Brown
Barry Lennon
Mandy Bristow
Nigel Lord
Derek Brotherston & Paul Warwick
Nigel Whitehead
Paola Babbini Travis, Kate Underwood
& Ally Goff
Sheila Rider
Stephanie Klejdys & Ursula Madel

The platform for this will be a new
production format combining ‘shortform’ plays with live music, poetry and
dance. Plans aren’t yet finalised, but
it’s hoped that the first event –
scheduled for late October – will
become a statement of intent for
Hooky Players, helping broaden its
appeal among both audiences and
performers. The evening will also
include a buffet supper – along similar
lines to the Film Society on Saturday
evenings. ‘It’s not just about filling
seats’, acknowledges Karen, ‘people
want to go out and enjoy themselves, and there’s no reason why a Hooky Players’
evening shouldn’t include a drink and even a meal’.
Other ideas in the offing include a ‘Hooky Players’ Variety Night’ – a sort of ‘Hooky’s
got talent’, open to all-comers – but without a panel of judges believing they know
better than the audience. There are also plans for a ‘Murder Mystery Evening’
combining drama and dinner at an appropriately atmospheric location – and a
production of ‘Grimm Tales’ by Carol Ann Duffy. Longer-term projects include the
staging of Viv Stanshall’s wonderfully irreverent ‘Sir Henry at Rawlinson End’ and
another Roald Dahl production: ‘James And The Giant Peach’.

So what’s it to you?
Hooky Players is committed to offering a platform for actors, musicians, poets,
dancers and performers of every type and every level, using its theatrical, technical
and organisational skills to stage live performance events at venues around the
village. If you’d like to get involved, contact Karen Smith or pop along to the
informal meetings of the group at 7.30pm on the last Thursday of each month at The
Sun Inn.
Telephone: 01608 737330
Email: karen2002smith@gmail.com
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069

Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

��
��
��
��

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB – SPRING SHOW
The number of exhibitors at our
Spring Show was lower than usual,
especially the children's section.
However, all exhibitors made a
great effort, and we had a very
successful show.
Our thanks go to both the village
shop and Hook Norton Butchers for
their generosity in donating raffle
prizes.
We are all starting to enjoy the
fruits of our labours in the garden
and look forward to a reasonable
summer, when we have a couple of
visits to gardens planned in June
and July.
Our committee is busy planning the
Autumn Show on Saturday 8
September 2018 at St Peter's
Church.
We hope to see you there.
Show prize winners:

Harry Pargeter cup

Highest points gentleman

Peter Arnold

Bill Clarke cup

Highest points lady

Sandy Shirt

Willis cup

Highest points child

Tabitha Dennick

Rene Gillett

Highest points for flowers in
section A

Sandy Shirt

Floral Art cup

Highest points section B floral arts Ally Goff

Redlands cup

Highest points section C homecraft Angel Powell

Joe Bishop

Photography

Sandy Shirt

Diploma in Horticulture Section A

Bridget Gould

Diploma in Floral Arts

Section B

Ally Goff

People's choice

for lego model (children's section) Niamh Boddy
Sian Arnold, 730263, sianrarnold@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH – A SHORT HISTORY
Part 1: Turbulent Beginnings
Strolling through the peaceful
graveyard outside Hook Norton
Baptist Church, beneath the dappled
light of the towering yew tree, it’s
difficult to imagine the turbulent
events that led to its founding. This
peaceful village, along with the rest
of Britain, was once rocked by the
upheaval of the Protestant
Reformation, and subsequently the
rising tension that existed between
Church and State – that eventually
led to the civil war. On these quiet
streets, where the breeze now
carries only birdsong and the hum of
passing planes, a parliamentary army once marched, led by one Major Purefoy and
his fiery Anabaptist chaplain Abiezer Coppe.
Coppe left behind a group of converts, most likely baptised in Hook Norton pond,
who were then led by a young man named James Wilmot, and became the first
congregation of Hook Norton Baptists. Under the rule of Oliver Cromwell, there
existed a toleration for all but Catholics and those who used the Book of Common
Prayer and so it became safe for Baptists to worship publicly. The pastorate was
most likely shared between James Wilmot and Matthew Wyton, a wealthy yeoman
whose house was probably the first meeting place of Hook Norton Baptist Church,
and then later shared with Charles Archer. Wilmot and Archer later took up arms
under General Lambert in his desperate but failed attempt to save the English
Republic in 1659.
With the restoration of Charles II came the re-establishment of parliamentary
authority over religious activity, and the re-introduction of infant baptism, church
hierarchy and the use of the Book of Common Prayer. Baptists believed in the
separation of church and state, and in believers’ baptism, in which baptism is a
personal choice. Despite this, Baptists were largely unmolested at the beginning of
the Restoration; however, with the introduction of the Clarendon Code in 1664
came an Act which made it illegal for any group of five or more people to gather in
the name of any denomination separate from the Church of England. After this,
James Wilmot and Charles Archer suffered greatly for the non-conformist cause.
Both of them were arrested, James Wilmot was imprisoned more than once and his
possessions were confiscated and sold. The conditions of gaols in the 1600s, with
widespread disease and prison brutality, were a testament to their zeal and
dedication to their beliefs.
Despite the persecutions and injustices suffered by the Hook Norton Baptists during
this period of history, the church only grew under the pastorship of James Wilmot.
In his latter years, the pastorate was taken over by his friend Charles Archer, and
then his own son, Daniel Wilmot, under whose leadership the first chapel was built.
Next edition: The Eighteenth Century Dissenters
Bethan Williams
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties,
Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery
Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor
on:
Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
Well… it really has been a busy few months
since our last report.
The wet, cold winter weather made running
very difficult, and motivation even harder to
find, but didn’t stop our Hardcore Harriers
training for all sorts of races – most notably
Brighton, Rome, London and Copenhagen
Marathons. Many congratulations to all, some
first-timers, some more seasoned runners.
One Harrier has taken part in some Fell
Races, which are really tough, but also a
great show from so many Harriers at
parkruns, road relays, 10ks, 10 milers and
Half Marathons too. Some fantastic
achievements.
The summer brings lots more events, with
evening races being very popular as well –
usually followed by refreshments at a nearby
establishment for rehydrating purposes.
We were very fortunate to welcome an official
coach from England Athletics over a few
weeks, who gave us some practical training
as well as some very useful Q&A sessions. We
are also benefitting from ‘Strength and
Conditioning’ sessions each month with
Heather Claydon PT.
As well as running, HN Harriers enjoy our
social events, and had a wonderful ‘Christmas Social’ at the Brewery in February.
Our annual awards and
recognition event this year
had an Oktoberfest theme,
with German fare for our
meal, and several Steins filled
and emptied. There were
some wonderful outfits on
display and we even had our
own accordion player. Burger
and beer night at The Sun Inn
after training a few weeks ago
was very much enjoyed too.
Our next big social event is
next month, in the form of an
evening garden party.
We are now preparing for this
year’s Hooky 6 race, which is on Sunday 6 August. Entries are open online; please
visit our website https://www.hooknortonharriers.org.uk for all details.
Sandra Heryet
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Norman Matthews Hall
(Adjacent to the Library)

Hall for Hire
Are you looking for a Central space in Hooky for a
Meeting, Function, Regular Meeting, Class or somewhere to Rehearse?
The Norman Matthews Hall, previously used as a Youth Hall,
is now available to hire.
If you are interested in making a booking, please contact
Jean at the Benefice Office (hours: Mon / Wed / Fri, 9am–12 noon)
01608 737995 / office@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hello Hooky, let me ask you a question: What is it you look for
when buying a home, a second-hand car or piece of furniture?
Do you pay attention to whether it has been well loved, looked
after, cared for? Well, that’s what I notice when I visit a
different village or town.
When I visit my Mum’s, in Essex, I notice how beautifully kept
most of the properties appear to be. And I notice how clean the
cars look. And how tidy the gardens are... I also notice the
unbelievable amount of litter that bedecks the pavements and
grass verges around the streets where she lives!
Surprisingly, despite there only being 2 dog poo bins, (and no emergency poo bags)
available, there is very little dog poo around, even though, it seems, almost
everyone has a dog.
Now, I’m not suggesting for one moment that Hooky lacks beautiful homes, clean
cars and well-kept gardens.
On the contrary, I love the care and attention that villagers put into their
surroundings. But I do notice the nasty, rough weedy corners that seem to be a
magnet for the litter and dog poo. And a lot of these unkempt areas border folk’s
boundary walls.
I know that, as a village, we pay our dues to the various authorities to upkeep our
public areas, but there have been so many financial cutbacks to just about
everything in this country in recent years, and this means that, on our own
doorsteps, there is more need for us, as people who care about our village, to do
our own small bit to help maintain a clean, tidy, well-cared-for neighbourhood.
It has to be noted that not everyone is physically able to maintain their space but,
in case you’re not aware, several years ago, a group of volunteers was set up called
the ‘Environmental Champions’.
These noble folk elected to look after certain areas of the village by doing smaller
tasks like maintaining verges, hedges and generally enhancing the public spaces
around where they live. It’s not a huge commitment, and can be done at leisure
without taking up too much time, but it is invaluable when it comes to tending
overgrown hedgerows, or wild, unkempt verges.
If anyone would like to become an ‘Environmental Champion’, please contact the
Parish Council directly, come to the meeting on 20 June (see Parish Council
Snippets) or flag me down in the street and I will pass your details on. Let’s try to
make this village look as loved as it really is; after all, isn’t that why we choose to
live here?
On a more personal note, I’ve been scattering seeds whilst out on my walks, and
with a little weeding out of the more invasive ‘wild flowers’, I hope some will take
root and grow to add splashes of colour to less well-tended areas.
And if you see me out weeding the footpaths and you have any room to spare in
your brown bin, I would be most grateful, as it is purely the lack of brown bin space
that prevents me from clearing areas sooner.
Thank you to all you wonderful people who already help to make this village a joy to
live in. I hope we are blessed with a long, warm, sunny summer so that we can get
out and enjoy it. Happy gardening, folks. See you around.
Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718
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CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following
to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads - collars blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food - chews
- brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea treatments
- toys - cat carriers etc. Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/cat's
life a little happier. Anything not suitable will be divided between the Wood Green
Animal Shelter and Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a
call, I will be happy to receive them.
Hilary Wiseman, 737374

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
The team of First Responders in the village has seen a couple of changes – Markus
has stepped down, and we thank him for all his work, he was the first CFR in the
village. We welcome Wendy Gordon to the team, who has just qualified and joined
us.
For those who don’t know, a Community First Responder is a volunteer trained in
Basic Life Support, who agrees to be on call to the Ambulance Service, to respond
to serious medical emergencies. We carry a defibrillator, oxygen, and some basic
airway management equipment. We are not first aiders, and we are not sent to
non-life threatening calls. We are mobilised by the Ambulance Service, as part of
the response to a 999 call. As volunteers, we are not on call all the time, but do
manage to provide a good level of cover to the village.
Recently there have been some changes in the South Central Ambulance Service
organisation: local CFR teams are being trained up to deliver CPR training to
communities, and we will be undertaking some of this later in the year. We are also
now able to provide cover at events, so you may see us at Music at the Crossroads,
and the Beer Festival.
We are delighted that a further Public Access Defibrillator has been installed in the
village, and this is at the Brewery. The village now has several of these life-saving
pieces of equipment; there is a desire that over time, no one in a community will be
more than 500m from their nearest defib – as a village, I think we are just about
there, which is excellent.
Sudden cardiac arrest remains a big killer, and we are going to work together to try
and improve the survival rate of people who suffer a cardiac arrest out of hospital.
We want to encourage people to learn to recognise if someone is in cardiac arrest,
and to begin Basic Life Support in terms of CPR, and possible defibrillation. A person
in cardiac arrest has about ten minutes in which treatment must be started, and the
survival chance decreases by 10% as every minute passes. This is where we can all
learn skills to help, and where CPR, Public Access Defibrillators and the CFR scheme
can make a real difference.
If anyone is interested in becoming a CFR, have a look at the SCAS website,
www.scas.nhs.uk, or talk to one of the Hooky team – Wendy Gordon, Ursula Madel,
Martin Quartermain, Chris Fry and me. Full training is given, there is regular update
training, and kit is provided. No previous medical experience is required. It can be
tough at times, but also very rewarding.
We look forward to engaging more with the community over this year.
James Clarke
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C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders
A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk
50

THE RECTOR WRITES – FOR THE LAST TIME!
‘We Thank You for the Blessing of Being Among You ’
St George’s Day 1992 was lovely and warm, sunny and dry; an ideal day for the
Acremans to move into their new home. The welcome was similarly warm, and May
was even hotter when our third child, Paul, was born; who untimely began his
arrival in The Pottery at East End. But come 1 June, when John was Inducted as the
new Rector, the heavens opened and the rain was such that it was the only time in
our 26 years here that we have seen Traitor’s Ford impassable!
And that somewhat illustrates our time here. Sometimes in full flood, other times
more of a trickle, but always a constant flow of love, affection, kindness, gratitude
and generosity that carried us throughout these wonderful years of being among
you. All sorts of people and situations and occasions that, like the weather, have
been so variable, but each one, in their own way, a blessing, even in the saddest
and most challenging of times!
The spirit, resilience and character of Hooky’s residents are the qualities that make
this village so special, and so hard to leave! But leave we must, because vibrant
communities like this must always be evolving, building on their rich heritage and
moving forward. That takes energy, which Sheila and I had a lot more of 26 years
ago.
There is a beautifully profound prayer which reads ‘Go before us, Lord, in all our
doings with Your most gracious favour, and further us with Your continual help, so
that in all our works, begun, continued and ended in You, we may glorify Your holy
name, and finally by Your mercy, obtain Everlasting Life, through Jesus Christ our
Lord’… and we say Amen to that!
God blessed us at the beginning, by bringing us here to be with you. God blessed us
as we continued to be here among you, and God will bless us as we end our time
with you. We will be sad to leave, but we know He will similarly bless you, because
you are His beloved people among whom we have seen Him constantly at work…
and He will continue to be so! Sometimes, we have seen God more at work outside
His church than in it! God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform! So
may we finally close with one verse from St Paul, and just two heartfelt words from
us: ‘I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you all in my prayers’
(Ephesians 1 v.16), and THANK YOU.
Our Farewell Service followed by Tea, will be at 3.30pm. on Sunday, 1 July in St
Peter’s Church, and Sheila, Julie, Ben, Paul and I would be so pleased to see you if
you can make it!
With our love, thanks and prayers,
The Acremans
(For full details of all that’s going on at St Peter’s – and not just in the church
building, but in various places around the village – see our Notice Boards, visit
www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk or contact one of us: Benefice Office: 737995,
office@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk; Lay Minister, Janet Collins, 737081;
Churchwardens, Mary Powell, 737463; Mark Taylor, 730089)
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HOOK NORTON GUIDING – WE NEED YOUR HELP
Hook Norton has
always
prided itself in
providing units
for the girls to
join for ages 5–
18, comprising
Rainbows,
Brownies, Guides
and Senior
Section.
The girls have a
great time mixing
with friends and
taking part in fun
and exciting
activities, in the
meeting hall, or
out and about.
Without the leaders, this is not possible! Sadly, we are saying goodbye to the leader
of Hook Norton Brownies, Sarah Heath, as it is time for her to move on.
Brownies are age 7–10. We do have two ladies who have been supporting Brownies
for many years, and know the ropes well, who are staying. However, we do need
one or two volunteers in order to make the team full, and also continue the
wonderful work that has been going on in the unit.
If you are over 18 and would like to volunteer once a week, please do contact me.
We do have a great support network in Hook Norton, meeting to plan the weekly
sessions, and there is always someone to share a problem if you have one.
You do not have to know anything about Girlguiding – the programme is changing
in September and so now is a perfect time to start the great work!
I have now been a part of Hook Norton Guides for 25 years. I would not have done
this if I didn't enjoy it, as my daughters are well past the age of guides now.
Volunteering is a great addition to anyone's CV and to give something to these
young girls will make such a big difference.
Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:
Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!
Contact Vicky on 737985
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Having just returned from Malvern and seeing the James Graham play ‘This House’,
I am enthused by this young playwright’s work and his ability to turn political
events into enthralling theatre. He has a range of plays running at present time,
and I hope to see more. Away from politics, there are excellent comedies on stage
at present – not least Oscar Wilde’s ‘An Ideal Husband’ at London’s Vaudeville
Theatre until 14 July – this handsome production has the added delight of a
sparring relationship between father and son in the play by real-life Edward and
Freddie Fox. Later at the Noel Coward Theatre, 23 June – 8 Sept, is Martin
McDonagh’s critically-acclaimed, brilliant satire on terrorism, starring Aidan Turner –
‘The Lieutenant of Inishmore’.
I missed a Northampton repeat of Yasmina Reza’s exquisite comedy ‘Art’ and the
debate on the quality of an all-white modernist painting. So a 5* review in today’s
Papers of ‘Red’ at Wyndham’s London, is a must (to 28 July). With Alfred Molina as
painter Mark Rothko, it looks at the same conundrums of abstract works, through
the Rothko’s series of murals for the Four Seasons Restaurant in New York. These
were never hung at the Restaurant and can now be seen on permanent display at
Tate Modern.
So that is my first Gallery recommendation! My second is a most intriguing
exhibition: ‘The Art of Diplomacy: Brazilian Modernism Painted for the War’ at Sala
Brasil, Trafalgar Square London – to 23 June. Uniquely, more than 160 works by
about 70 Brazilian Modernists were exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1944, and
sold to raise funds for the RAF Benevolent Fund. Apparently 24 have been tracked
down and are on show at the Brazilian Embassy. Definitely worth a visit – I didn’t
know that, at same time, Brazil sent 25,000 men to fight for the Allies.
A treat for flower lovers are works by painter-plantsman Cedric Morris. These can
be seen until 22 July at The Garden Museum SE1, and at Philip Mould & Co SW1.
The National Gallery give a boost, if needed, to Monet – to 29 July: ‘Monet &
Architecture’ isn’t so much about the artist and his love of architecture as his
obsessive drive for impressionistic effect, so often brilliantly achieved.
Another flowering of genius can be seen at the Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam until
24 June. The artist had a passion for the Japanese and this exhibition reveals
another side of what made Van Gogh great. He was entranced by their adoration of
colour and also the Japanese perspective. Truly, there isn’t a nicer time to visit
Amsterdam!
A wonderful modern musical venue is Birmingham’s Symphony Hall and, on 27 & 28
June, the CBSO present an evening of Shostakovich and Stravinsky – with
Lithuanian Folk Songs as a lively addition. The highlight is Nicola Benedetti playing
Shostakovich’s Violin Concerto No 1.
The equally impressive Town Hall provides a Mendelssohn and Schubert
programme; one the romantic Classic and the other the Classical Romantic. This is
on Sunday 8 July, and the Orchestra is accompanied by their Youth Chorus.
At Oxford on 30 June, at the Sheldonian, there is an evening of Vivaldi with the
Oxford Philharmonic – and the addition of an exciting soloist, Avi Avital playing the
mandolin. If vocal is more to your taste, then on 22 June and 13 July at New
College, its Choir will sing Bach, Mozart and Handel – both at 1pm.
John Wheatley
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HNLC – HOMES FOR HOOKY
Community Housing Survey Results
In March we delivered and collected our Community Housing
survey to over 1000 homes in Hooky and would like to thank
everyone who took the time to think over and tell us what they
thought.
We had a fantastic response, with 533 completed returns, and the results of the
consultation can be seen on the HNLC web site under affordable housing at
www.hn-lc.org.uk.
The aim of the survey was to gather the views of the community on the opportunity
for a small housing project that would deliver affordable, sustainable homes to
those in need with a strong local connection.
The great response to the survey provided a strong indication of community feeling
and included many thoughtful and informative comments.
It clearly showed wide support for the project, with 74% of respondents feeling that
the current housing situation in the village needed addressing, whilst 26% felt that
the present housing mix was just right.
Some respondents from this group expressed concerns that the village had already
reached capacity and that the existing infrastructure would be stretched.
37 people indicated that they would like to live in one of the proposed homes, and
we will be following up this group with a more detailed questionnaire that will
provide all the information that will be needed to take things forward for the
feasibility study.
Features that emerged with strong support include:
o

Mixed age groups living side by side

o

Sustainable homes with low running costs

o

Homes that relate well to the existing architecture of Hooky

o

Landscaping that is wildlife friendly

o

Provision of smaller affordable homes

We are presently in discussion with Cherwell District Council to provide the detail of
the terms for the Community Land Trust.
We have also invited five architects and designers to tender an expression of
interest for the design commission, and will be making the selection in early June.
Then at last the fun part can commence, with the interested potential occupants
participating in a workshop with the architects to begin developing the concept plan.
Thanks for your continuing interest in the project, it’s at a very exciting stage and
we will keep everyone informed through the newsletter and the HNLC web site.

Cathy Ryan & Tim Lunel
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VARIETY, ORIGINALITY AND CHARITY
Pete Watkins in concert forges his original voice

Pete Watkins seemed to mark an epiphany with his spring show at St Peter’s on
Saturday 5 May (launching his new album ‘Palace of Varieties’). The singersongwriter, with an authentic message, voice and accomplished band, stepped up to
the nave and became more than the cover-singing, pub one-man act with whom
we’re familiar. Celebrated with pints of Hooky, this was one of the more unusual
baptisms seen beside the church’s 1000 year old font – the evening was a credit to
John Acreman’s vision and to great organisation within the village and church.
The 5 May show brought echoes of contemporaries: the occasional urgent rhythms
of Snow Patrol; the contemplative musings of Alex Turner; the wild violin of Scarlet
Rivera. But the best was Pete himself, bringing stories of a Welsh upbringing in Port
Talbot, amid iron, steel and coal; reflections about personal struggles with love,
work and identity. These were more than just wistful, romantic evocations – one
song from Pete’s new album actually ran through the recipe of what goes in and
what comes out of a furnace. It was rhythmically linked by Drew Pountney on
percussion to black and white footage of turning out pig iron in south Wales. You
could feel the red hot drama.
Pete has, of course, been living in Oxfordshire for decades and, while making his
youth real for all, his songs also came close to home. ‘Papa John Spiderman’, set in
Banbury, is a moving portrait of individual exhaustion and alienation in the gig
economy, and the connection that can come from extending a hand of friendship.
The sudden appearance in the audience of Spiderman himself added humour and
reality. And ‘App for That’ – critiquing the belief that there’s an easy, remote fix for
human dilemmas – kept us focussed on real life issues amid Hook Norton’s safe and
privileged surrounds.
The show excelled when Pete sang his own songs with his band, the Pete Watkins
Originals: Jono Watts on fiddle provided a creative improvisation and Gordon Raitt,
on bass, the underpinning for a rich vibrant sound. One song, however, really stood
out. Opening the second set, Pete stirred his congregation with Show Boat’s ‘Ol’
Man River’, sung unaccompanied and solo. The choice might easily be questioned
amid today’s concerns about cultural appropriation. However, recalling Paul
Robeson’s support for the miners, Pete’s rendition reminded us that there’s
something in that song that belongs only to Wales.
John O’Sullivan
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And from the man himself…
Around 240 people came along
to the concert, and a
whopping great £1408 has
been raised to be shared
between Katharine House
Hospice and St Peter’s Church.
Events like these require the
support of fabulous people.
The band and I wish to say a
huge thank you to all who
came, and special thanks to
Bex, Roger and Sue for
running the bar, to the sound
and lighting team and to
Sheila & Rev. John Acreman
and St Peter’s Church, all
those who helped sell the
tickets and to Mandy Watkins
and Roger Hughes on the
door.
Pete Watkins

We’ve done those now!
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INCREDIBLE EDIBLE HOOKY
New Projects Blossoming
We are right in the middle of our third
year at Incredible Edible, and we have
managed to complete one of our biggest
projects to date – the Incredible Edible
School Garden, with two more completely new projects in the pipeline. There’s lots
to update you on. So, here we go!
The Hooky Food Assembly
Do you love the idea of buying local food from producers right on your doorstep?
Would you like to know exactly where your food is coming from? Are you
passionate about helping the environment by reducing your carbon footprint?
Well, we have very exciting news for you! In the coming months, we will be
launching a Food Assembly, right here in Hook Norton. It will be a first for North
Oxfordshire.
The Food Assembly brings together people in our community to buy local food,
drink, and other supplies directly from local producers. The local produce is sold
online where members of the community can pre-order and pay for what they
would like to pick up from a weekly collection point.
At the heart of The Food Assembly is an amazing network of local people who are
passionate about bringing local supplies to their community.
Hook Norton Brewery has kindly agreed to be our host for the weekly collection and
our proposed time slot is currently 16.00–18.00 (possibly 16.30–18.30, dependent
on feedback) on Thursdays from the Visitors Centre.
We have just started to contact local producers and we would like you to
register as a member of the Food Assembly, so you can support local
businesses by being a customer.
Once we have signed up enough suppliers (at least 30 and preferably more), and
customers, (we need around 100), we will launch the Hooky Food Assembly.
To register:
�� go to the Food Assembly Website: www.thefoodassembly.com/en
�� scroll down and put in your postcode to search box that prompts ‘Where do
you live’, in order to find the nearest assembly – this will be us!
�� click on the link to open the Hooky Food Assembly page.
�� click on ‘Join this Assembly’ and fill in your details.
We would also like to hear from you if you would like to register as a
producer or if you know someone we should contact about being involved
in this initiative.
You can contact us on hookyfoodassembly@gmail.com or follow our news on
Instagram or the Incredible Edible Hooky Facebook group.
The Incredible Edible School Garden
…is now complete! The children have been busy planting and
it is time to celebrate. We are holding a Garden Party to
celebrate the launch on Saturday 23 June, 2–4pm up at
the school.
There will be cakes, a raffle and (hopefully) some musical
entertainment, as we officially launch the garden and toast
its future success. If you feel that you can help by either
baking a cake, or some buns, or providing a prize for the
raffle, do contact Annie Tullet via markannietullett@gmail.com or on 738106.
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Incredible Edible’s ‘Poultry Keeping for Beginners’ workshop
Following on from our successful food
growing activities, Incredible Edible are now
starting up skill sharing events in the
village.
The first of these will be a workshop on how
to get started in chicken keeping.
The master class will be held on Sunday 15
July, 1.30–3.30pm, and will be run by
Anton de Beer of Country Farm Eggs at 1,
Manor Cottages, Station Road, Hook
Norton.
You will learn all the tricks of the trade,
either as a complete beginner or, if you are already keeping your own chickens, you
can find out answers to those tricky questions from a professional.
There will also be a refreshment break where you can ask questions more informally
and get to know other budding poultry keepers!
To book, e-mail me book via the web site on www.incredibleediblehooky.com under
‘Learning’ – ‘Events’. A £5 donation is requested to help cover the costs.
There will a maximum limit of 15 people to make sure everyone who goes gets the
most from the day. We hope to see you there!
Sarah Morris – Project Lead, 737642, incredibleediblehooky@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING

Those of you who are regular walkers along Burycroft Road will probably have
noticed that the HNCS paddock once again has pigs in it.
At present, we have five, made up of three Glamrocks and two Saddlebacks.
The former are a cross between Gloucester Old Spot, Duroc and Hampshire.
All have settled in well and are together in one paddock, despite the fact that there
is an age gap of four weeks between each batch; they are growing fast.
We envisage acquiring a further batch of two, possibly three, as the season goes
on.
It is good to note that we have several new members this year, all of whom are
looking forward to taking their turn to feed and care for their charges.
The pigs are visible from the field which leads to and from Burycroft Road so, if you
are walking across the field, pop over to the stock fence to get a closer look.
We will be holding an Open Day on Sunday 10 June, from noon until 4pm.
Please come along and have a closer look at the livestock.
No doubt there will be hot dogs for sale, together with some Hooky to wash them
down; free entry, but with modest charges for refreshments.
Posters will be going up around the village in due course, as will details on social
media.
If you would like more details about the group and its aims please contact Bethan
Dennick on 07882 751264 or dennickfamily@me.com
David McGill

63

JUNE/JULY VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS
Tuesday
10:00 AM
Font Café
St Peters
Tuesday
7.00 PM
Hooky Harriers
Sports & Social Club
Tuesday
8:00 PM
Ladies Social Badminton
Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9:00 AM
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Primary School
Wednesday 10:00 AM
Still Waters Cafe
Baptist Hall
Wednesday 10:00 AM
Health Walk
Doctors’ Surgery
Wednesday 3:30 PM
Jam Club
Primary School
Thursday
10:00 AM
Ladies Social Badminton
Memorial Hall
Friday
9:15 AM
Friday Toddler Group
Baptist Hall
Saturday
10:00 AM
Font Café
St Peters
Sunday
5:00 PM
Live Music night
The Sun Inn
Sunday
8:30PM
Quiz Night
Pear Tree Inn
'* - All Yoga & Pilates: check latest timetable on Fran Kirk's web site (www.frankirkyoga.moonfruit.com)

SPECIFIC EVENTS - JUNE
Date

Day

05
06
07
10
10
11
13
13
14
15
17
19
20
20
21
21
22
23
23
24
27
27
28
28

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday

Time

19:30
15:30
09:00
12:00
12:00
19:30
14:30
18:00
19:30
17:00
10:00
14:00
15:00
19:30
09:00
19:00
18:00
09:30
14:00
08:30
14:00
15:30
10:30
19:00

Event

Location

Local History Group
Lego Club
Rhythm Time Music
Garden Club Visit to Rousham House
Community Smallholding Open Day
Lunar Society
Reading Group
Open Tap Take Over
Parish Council Meeting
Junior Book Club
Hook Norton Classic Car Meets
WI Meeting
Tea and Cake at the Library
Environmental Champions Meeting
Rhythm Time Music
Incredible Edible Hooky Open Meeting
Playgroup BBQ
Pop-up Market
The Incredible Edible School Garden Party
Garden Club Visit Hyde Hall
Craft & Chatter
Lego Club
Carry on Learning
Incredible Edible Get Together

Baptist Hall
Library
School Study Centre
Meet at the Sun
Burycroft Road
The Sun Inn
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
Memorial Hall
Library
The Brewery
Baptist Hall
Library
Memorial Hall
School Study Centre
The Brewery
Playgroup Garden
St Peter's Church
Primary School
Meet at the Sun
Library
Library
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn

JOHN HERBERT LUCAS
John Herbert Lucas sadly died on 26 April after a long illness, aged 69 years. His
wife Pat wishes to thank all who so kindly supported her and her family at the
funeral and with messages of condolence.
Pat Lucas

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
March: £100: P Lucas / £25: H Fraser / £25: J Hughes
April:
£100: J Bruton / £25: E Williams / £25: M Powell
Mark Taylor, 730089
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - JULY
Date Day

01
03
04
05
06
07
08
11
11
11
12
17
18
18
19
20
21
25
25
26
26

Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday

Time

Event

15:30 Acremans Farewell Service
19:30 Local History Group
15:30 Lego Club
09:00 Rhythm Time Music
19:30 Music @ Crossroads
13:30 Music @ Crossroads
10:00 Hook Norton Classic Car Meets
14:30 Reading Group
18:00 Garden Club visit to Chivel Farm, Heythrop
18:00 Open Tap Take Over
19:30 Parish Council Meeting
14:00 WI Meeting
15:00 Tea and Cake at the Library
16:00 Garden Club visit to Ball Colegrave
09:00 Rhythm Time Music
17:00 Junior Book Club
12:00 Festival of Fine Ales
14:00 Craft & Chatter
15:30 Lego Club
10:30 Carry on Learning
19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together

Location

St Peter's Church
Baptist Hall
Library
School Study Centre
Brewery Field
Brewery Field
The Brewery
Library
Meet at the Sun
Brewery Visitor Centre
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Library
At the venue
School Study Centre
Library
Rural Fayre Field
Library
Library
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if
possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council
issues. Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council
charges for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths,
wall units, sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of
charges at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste
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HOOK NORTON WI
You will have seen our programme of events for the next year in
the last newsletter. We started with the AGM in March. At the
beginning of the meeting we had a speaker from the Lions Club
who told us about the ‘Message in a Bottle’ scheme, in which
emergency services have access to any essential medical
information if a person is taken ill at home. This information is
stored in the fridge in a plastic container (bottle). Many of the
members took advantage of taking one.
The Mini Show followed this. In case you don't know what the Mini
Show is, it is a competition with five categories; although it is
competitive, it is not taken too seriously!
We all felt sorry for the judges, who had to sample some very hard Flapjack, which
was all made using the same recipe and nearly caused some broken teeth. One of
our members only produced a small amount and, when asked where the rest of it
was, told us that it was on the bottom of the oven!
The winners were as follows: Flower arrangement: Sheila Lilley;
Easter card: Sue Harris; Photo (a seascape): Sue Harris; Flapjack: Pat Lucas;
Embroidery: Nancy Longmore.
Our April meeting speaker was our own member, Rosa Collier, who told us about
owning a steam roller called ULTIMUS, built in 1937. The engine was purchased in
1984 by her husband Michael. It was in a rusty condition and has now been lovingly
restored. It uses one hundredweight (50kg) of coal per mile, and 80 gallons (365
litres) of water every seven miles. She showed us a selection of memorabilia, and
told us about various events that they had attended, including a run from The Gate
Hangs High, Hook Norton to The Norman Knight, Whichford. Can you imagine how
hair-raising that is: negotiating those hills without brakes?! ULTIMUS Celebrated its
80th birthday this year, complete with birthday cake, MOT and Insurance. It is
always a pleasure to listen to someone talking about things that they are passionate
about, and we enjoyed Rosa’s talk.
Our speaker for May will be talking about 'A Passion for Pearls' and, in June, we look
forward to our Summer Lunch at Wychwood Golf Club.
Margaret Gardner

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The Local History Group concluded its 2017/18 season on 1 May when, following the
brief AGM, Owen Green gave a talk titled ‘William Smith – Father of Geology’. Smith
was a local lad, having been born in Churchill in 1769. Owen's talk was heavily
illustrated and provided much information about Smith's life and work.
The group is now on its summer break until Tuesday 4 September, when we will
welcome Tim Healey back to talk to us. Tim's subject will be ‘A 17th Century
Christmas’ – despite the fact that it is only September!
Existing members will receive the usual letter from me in August inviting them to
renew their subscription for next season. Annual membership remains at £10 per
person. Non-members are welcome to attend our meetings for the modest sum of
£2 per meeting. If there are any residents of Hooky or the surrounding area who
would like to join or receive more information about the group then please get in
touch with me.
Finally details of the Group's publications, including The Story of Hook Norton, can
be found on our page on the village website.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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From the Registers
Sadly we report the deaths of Percival Dean Stanion (aged 60) and John Herbert
Lucas (aged 69). On behalf of the village we send condolences to their families and
friends.
The wedding of Nicholas David John Blake and Briony Amy Blackwell took place at
St Peter’s on 28 April. We wish you joy and congratulations; also to the following
who were baptised at St Peter’s
Sonny Thomas Forde, son of Joanna and Luke Forde (22 April)
Daisy Wise, daughter of Robyn and Owen Wise (13 May)

SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors, and Working Group Assignments are:
Amanda Watkins, Chair
Allison Hicks, Vice-Chair
Nathan Matthews
Charles Henderson
Danny Duggan*

amanda.watkins@hnpc.org.uk
allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk
nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk
charles.henderson@hnpc.org.uk
danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk

Derek Brotherston*
Janeen Wilson*
Diana Porter*
Parish Clerk

derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk
janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk
diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

(*Co-opted)
War Memorial Hall
Environment
Recreation
Cemetery and
Allotments
War Memorial Hall
Recreation
Environment

Co-option: There are three vacancies on the Parish Council and any applications for
co-option will be considered at the Parish Council meeting on 14 June 2018.
Internal Audit: The Parish Council accounts and Memorial Hall accounts for 2017–
2018 have been audited by Mr D Ralls, Banbury with no matters arising. The Parish
Council accounts now go to external auditors for further verification.
Environmental Champions’ Meeting, Wednesday 20 June in the Memorial
Hall at 7.30pm: Volunteers are needed to join our current environmental
champions to help tidy small areas of the village that need occasional maintenance.
Perhaps there’s land near your home that needs a helping hand? Could you spare a
little time occasionally to help maintain areas close to your home that otherwise
may look untidy or overgrown? Please come along and meet the team and members
of the parish council. We are very open to new ideas and would welcome any extra
help. Alternatively, contact Councillors Porter or Matthews.
Allotments: If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact
the Parish Clerk giving your name, address and telephone number.
Cemetery: If you would you be willing to join the ‘Friends of Hook Norton
Cemetery’ to assist with general tidying and maintenance of the cemetery, please
contact Councillor Allison Hicks.
Recycling bins: The bottle banks and rubbish bins from outside the primary school
have been moved to the Sports and Social Club Grounds. The Parish Council has
provided a new dog bin for the grounds.
Children’s Play Area: the Parish Council has provided new play equipment and art
work for the children’s play area.
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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RUNNING FOR RESEARCH
As my friends and family
will know, my mother,
Doreen ‘Tubby’ Baker, has
vascular dementia, a form
of Alzheimer’s Disease. I’ve
seen so many people
deteriorate from this
terribly destructive and
distressing disease and, as
yet, there is no cure. It’s so
upsetting to witness
someone close to you
gradually slipping away;
even though they still look
and sound like the person
you knew so well, gradually
elements of their character
and personality change and
disappear. Many people
with this awful,
degenerative disease suffer
great stress, hallucinations,
feel mentally isolated and
eventually cease to
recognise even their closest friends and family. My wonderful friend, Tina Freebury
Hill, (who obviously has more energy than me), has elected to run four, yes
four(!!!) half-marathons, in four months, to help me raise awareness, and funds,
for The Alzheimer’s Society, a charity very close to my heart. Please, please,
support her and this marvellous charity by donating through the JustGiving page we
have set up, by clicking the link below. In advance, thank you so much. Please visit
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Wendy-Gordon4. Thank you, in anticipation.
Wendy Gordon (aka Hooky’s Parish Warden!)

‘Pop-Up Market’
alongside Font Café & Strawberries & Ice Cream
held in St Peter’s Church
Saturday 23 June, 9.30–12.30am
Crafts, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Toys, Traidcraft Stall
Proceeds to St Peter’s Church

Interested in a Stall?
Contact: Angel Powell, angelmrpowell@gmail.com
or Jane Orchard, sjorchard15@gmail.com. Tel: 01608 730512
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10% Discount
Voucher
Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV
See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation
The outside facilities in both villas are
or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
superb.
for availability and price list.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,
sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the
outdoor kitchen.
Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
Check our web site for
carolinecatling@btconnect.com
availability and booking.
www.luxuryvillasjavea.com

SSti
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Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
At the time of writing, the results of the Summer Banbury league matches are: The
A team is yet to play a match in Div 1; the B team is 3rd in Div 2; the C team is 3rd
and the D team is 6th in Div 5.
Junior coaching 2018 (5 June to 21 July):

Day

Time

Level

Age

Session

Tues
Tues
Thurs
Fri
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat

4.30-5.30 pm
5-6 pm
4.30-5.30 pm
5-6 pm
6-7 pm
9-9.30 am
9.30-10.30 am
10.30-11.30 am
11.30am-12.30 pm
12.30-1.30 pm

Tots
Mini Red
Mini Green
Junior
Junior
Tots
Mini Red
Mini Orange
Junior
Mini Green

3-5
5-8
10
11+
11+
3-5
5-8
8-9
11+
10

Tots 1
Mini Red 1
Mini Green 1
Junior 1
Junior 2
Tots 2
Mini Red 2
Mini Orange 1
Junior 3
Mini Green

Cost per
session*
£2.50
£5
£5
£5
£5
£2.50
£5
£5
£5
£5

*These prices are for tennis club members.
The Tots and Mini Red, the Mini Orange, Mini Green and Junior sessions are now
under way. As a club we welcome youngsters at any age; fun coaching sessions run
all through the term.
Events: A mixed fun tournament, held in April, was won by Faith Heron and Tony
Gale – congratulations to them both. Thanks to Barrie Smith for organising a great
afternoon. A ladies fun tournament will take place on 28 July. A men’s doubles
tournament will happen around September.

Cardio Tennis: Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Tennis details:
01295 265085 / 07930 406015 / baselinecoaching@outlook.com
To play in a team, or for more information, contact Sue Glasson, 730880,
merrymoons@me.com or see: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or
www.hooknortontennis.com
Elaine Priestley

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
Playgroup BBQ will be on Friday 22 June at 6pm. Please come and join
us, everybody is welcome. We will also be having stalls at Milcombe
Fete, Saturday 16 June, M@C on Saturday 7 July and the Beer
Festival on Saturday 21 July, so please come and support these local events and us.
Fundraising is vital to us as a charity, and enables us to buy equipment and
resources to continue to give outstanding quality care. We are quickly filling the
spaces we have for September so, if you are interested in your child starting at any
time before Xmas, you need to contact us ASAP. We take two and three-year
funding, and the 30-hour funding can be taken during term time or stretched to
accommodate holidays. Any of the funding can include the breakfast and out of
school clubs – for more details please phone me or pop in and have a look around.
Julie Riley, Manager, 730560, hnppg@btinternet.com
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VETS WIN PRIZES
Every year, the
insurance company
PetPlan invites the
public from across the
country to nominate
veterinary practice staff
for the prestigious
PetPlan Awards.
Nominations for the
award categories, which
include Practice, Vet
Nurse, Vet, Practice
Support Staff and
Practice Manager of the
Year, are assessed and
narrowed down to just
three finalists in each
category. The winner of
each is then decided by
an independent panel,
before the awards are
presented in April.
Hook Norton Veterinary
Group did particularly
well this year, with over
ten staff, and the
practice itself,
nominated. Equine vet,
Sally Hodgson was
shortlisted for the
prestigious Vet of the
Year – from over six
thousand nominations.
Whilst she wasn’t
awarded the top prize,
it was whispered that
she may have been a close second…
The large number of nominations received by the practice
reflects the upbeat and progressive atmosphere within this
local institution. Established by Alan Walker in 1981,
following a nine-generation, 300-year tradition of veterinary
practitioners, the practice continues to push forwards in
terms of clinical standards and new services offered,
including on-site CT scanning for small animals,
hospitalisation and surgical equine facilities, and a very
strong farm team with expertise in herd health and client
education.
The practice is very active locally, taking part in local events, and is proud to be
part of the Hook Norton community.
Kate Allen, Practice Manager
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