HOOK
NORTON
NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2018
SERIES 43 ISSUE 2

1

10% Discount
Voucher
Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV
See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation
The outside facilities in both villas are
or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
superb.
for availability and price list.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,
sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the
outdoor kitchen.
Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
Available October half
carolinecatling@btconnect.com
term.
Most dates in 2018
2

Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

FROM THE EDITORS
A Very Special Delivery
Every couple of months, an army of
volunteers hits the streets to hand
deliver a copy of the Hook Norton
Newsletter to each door in the
village.
Moving quietly and discreetly,
undaunted by dogs or cats, sticky
gates, finger-nipping letterboxes,
slippery paths, wind, rain, or snow,
and all without a word of thanks,
barring an annual get-together at
Christmas time.
So this is a heartfelt ‘Thank you!’,
from everyone on the newsletter
team (and on behalf of everyone in
the parish), to each and every one of
the 28 amazing volunteers who carry
the 1100 copies of the newsletter to
your door in a timely fashion, fitting
their rounds in around their own daily
lives. Thank you! We couldn't do any
of this without you.
If you happen to see your local
deliverer out and about, do give
them a cheery ‘Thank you.’
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If, on the other hand, you don't currently receive a newsletter through your door –
or know of someone who does not – please let us know, so that we can plug the
gaps.
Finally, as some of our volunteers stand down from time-to-time, we would love to
swell our ranks of replacement deliverers. Please do let me know if you are willing
to volunteer to do a round up to six times per year.
Many thanks to Phyl Barton for the delightful cover photograph.
Sean Coleman, Editorial Team, 07970 516463, news@hook-nortonnewsletter.co.uk

From the Registers
Sadly we record the deaths of Brian James Griggs, Martin John Wood (aged 90),
Molly Joyce Bendon (aged 85), Joyce Mary Stuchbury (aged 90), Audrey Rosemary
Smith (aged 86).
On behalf of the village we send condolences to their families and friends.
Noah Edward Wilkowski was baptised at St Peter’s on 10 March; we wish his family
joy and congratulations.
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GEORGE’S MARVELLOUS MEDICINE…IT WORKED!
HOOKY PLAYERS; 1–3 FEBRUARY,
MEMORIAL HALL
Roald Dahl was a one-off: ace fighter pilot,
diplomat, spy, medical inventor, Bond
screenwriter, author of macabre tales of the
unexpected, and one of the greatest
storytellers for children. Dahl battled family
disaster – the loss of his daughter, the severe
disability of both wife and son – to write books
which sold 250 million copies. Poignantly,
‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’
(GMM) is dedicated ‘to doctors
everywhere’.
George concocts a potion (antifreeze, gin, engine oil etc.)
which she, in the guise of
medicine, gives to her
oppressive grandmother, with
dramatic consequences –
turning her initially into a giantess but ultimately, after a few plot
twists and recipe revisions, making her disappear altogether.
Hooky Players did real justice to the play at the Memorial Hall,
immersing themselves happily in Dahl’s linguistic revelry and
invention. And we all joined in: ‘Grandma better start to pray,
Fizzle swizzle shout HOORAY!’
Hooky Players is our own amateur dramatic treasure, but Alasdair
Brown’s slick and funny production didn’t feel amateurish. As a
former teacher I have done my share of producing plays which caused missed
heartbeats and sleepless nights, from a not very ‘health and safety’ Much Ado on
bicycles, to malfunctioning pyrotechnics in the (deservedly) less well-known
‘Dracula Spectacula’. But here Hooky Players worked like clockwork: the smooth
delivery of lines; well-synchronised cast movement; 40 timely sound cues (Nigel
Lord) and much funky lighting (Derek Brotherston and Paul Warwick); 54 props
(Kimberley Safford), which all turned up in the right place at the right time; and a
set (Nigel Whitehead) which dealt ingeniously with the constraints of the Hall and
the challenge of a rapidly inflating Grandma.
Alicia Roma Babbini-Baker played George superbly. Flawlessly delivering many
verbally sumptuous lines, and with a confident stage presence, Alicia was in the
action throughout, with energy and verve. Grandma (Karen Smith) bullied her with
beautiful annoyingness. Mum and Dad Kransky (Wendy Gordon and Barry Lennon)
admirably supported George, and showed excellent comic timing.
My favourite moment though was the lumbering comedic entry of the Giant Chicken
(aka David Smith), magnified hugely from a chick after ingesting the potion, to the
portentous chords of Strauss’ Also sprach Zarathustra from ‘2001 A Space
Odyssey’! The comic touch was also in evidence with the walk-on human warning
notice about the potion (‘Kids don’t try this at home’) by the stage manager Nigel
Whitehead, with a satirical nod to health and safety.
It was a lovely evening, genuinely fun for all the family. It would have been lovelier
still had we been offered a glass of wine at the interval. That’s what I expect at the
RSC and any quality theatre production; as this was.
Paul Cann
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Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk
www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB
Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069
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BANBURY CAKES
The village museum recently received as a donation a tin of cuttings, clippings and
other oddities, dating from the 1920/30’s – mainly relating to Hook Norton.
Included in the collection was this 1920s recipe for Banbury Cakes, which Jackie White
has sent to the Newsletter, in case you might like to try it.

This looks a good deal less effort that the oldest recorded recipe – published in The
English Huswife, by Gervase Markham in 1615.

I believe there are Hook Norton residents who know the secret recipe for Banbury
Cakes that was used in the famous shop in Parson’s Street, but I don’t think we will
be publishing that one any time soon!
David Jones, Editor
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2˧˥˨˦˨ HOOK NORTON RAINBOWS

The new term has kicked off to a great start for the Rainbows and their new
leaders, Gemma White and Taryn Tyler.
Over the past ten weeks we have had craft activities, including a jam-packed
session making Mother’s Day gifts, a trip to the library, a visit from Dr Dewgun from
Lionhouse Dental to discuss dental health, as well as a great trip to see George’s
Marvellous Medicine.
On 22 February the girls celebrated Girl Guilding Thinking day, which was
celebrated across the world.
They all wore their uniforms into school to raise awareness of their Rainbows group.
In the previous Rainbow’s session, on 19 February, we had three challenges to
complete in order to earn their 2018 badge.
This was focused on ‘areas of impact’, including how their actions influenced each
other and also environmental impact. This was very deep for a group of 5–7 year
olds; however, they were a very captive audience and took it all in their stride.
The term will be ending with an interesting-as-ever talk from Janice and Kim from
the Baptist Church on the Easter Celebrations, and also an Easter egg hunt. The
summer term planning is well under way, with thanks to Kate Farmiloe.
This will involve litter-picking in the village, celebrating Prince Harry’s Wedding and
possibly a visit to the Redwings Horse Sanctuary.
If your daughter is interested in becoming a Rainbow, please do visit the girl guiding
website and register her interest. Heather Sharp, who is responsible for accounts,
will be in contact.
Gemma White
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HOOKY POST OFFICE SERVICES – THE EARLY YEARS

In an age of the mobile phone and internet it is hard to imagine that messaging
once involved a hand written communication being walked five miles from Hook
Norton to Chipping Norton, where it would then be sent onwards by mail coach.
Well that is how it was in the 1850s!
It appears that a Samuel French was the postman to Chipping Norton around this
time, and typically he would have walked the mail in from town at 10am and taken
the Hook Norton mail out at 5pm. This pattern continued for many years until in
November 1880, when a second delivery of mail started as the result of a petition
signed by every Hook Norton resident.
A major improvement in village communication with the outside world occurred in
Sept 1872 when the Telegraph service was established in the High Street Post
Office. This offered a messaging service where 20 words would cost the sender one
shilling (5p¹). At this time the Post Office opened 8am–7pm weekdays, and 8–10am
Sundays.
By 1883 the office also ran a Savings Bank, later an Annuity and Insurance office.
With the opening of the Banbury to Cheltenham Railway in 1887, the mail could
now arrive by rail from Banbury, which offered three post times. To accommodate
this a wall letter box was located at East End, being cleared at 1.45, 4.30 and
7.25pm. Eventually, additional post boxes were located around the village.
By 1911, a Telephone Call office was made available, whereby calls could be made
to places within a limited distance. In operation, concerns were raised as to the lack
of privacy provided by the Telephone Call office. This eventually led to the
installation of call boxes in the village, and three were provided; one was adjacent
to the Post office in Chapel Street and others near the Wheatsheaf and Pear Tree
pubs. Eventually individual telephones were installed around the village linked to a
switchboard in the Post Office (see the article about early telephone numbers in the
last edition of the newsletter).
The main locations of the early village Post Offices were as shown in the pictures
above; however, it is thought there may have been an even earlier location, as yet
unidentified. Some early Sub-Postmaster/Mistresses include: 1854, Daniel
Warmington; 1883, John C. Harris; 1899, Fanny Harris; 1920, Jane Spatcher; 1924,
Alec Miles; 1930's(?), Mrs Cox; and 1940's(?), Cyril Heath.
James Tobin (with thanks to Geoff Hillman)
[¹ By my calculation that is around £5.50 in current value – rather more than email!
Editor]
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

��
��
��
��

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Spring concert
Don’t Miss It!
Saturday 21 April, 7.30pm
St Peter’s Church.
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INCREDIBLE EDIBLE HOOKY
Spring Burst Forth with New Plans and Projects
As ever, there is a lot going on at Incredible Edible Hooky. Spring
always brings a surge of activity, and here is a summary of our
main current, and ongoing, projects. Firstly, it’s over to Annie
Tullet, who is our project lead for the Incredible School Garden.
Annie has done an amazing job of getting the gardening club back on its feet at the
school and leading the plans for our big build of the new and improved school
garden. Over to you, Annie…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
With the financial help and support of Incredible Edible Hooky, the Garden Club was
launched in September 2017, based in
the grounds of the Primary School.
Ten children applied to join and, with
the help of volunteer Kay Lilley, and
support from our link Teacher, Liz Voce,
we set about planning a range of
gardening activities. We learnt a lot that
first term but, through the children’s
commitment, we were able to achieve
both Level 1 and 2 Certificates from the
RHS School for Gardening Award
Scheme.
Linking in with the children’s future
aims for the garden, we set our sights
on raising enough money to establish a
garden at the school. The garden would
include a greenhouse, raised beds,
planting areas and a fruit tree bed.
Through hard work from the Incredible
Edible Hooky Fundraising Committee,
we had some fantastic donations from
Tesco, Oxford Community Foundation,
Greggs Bakers, Nicholsons Garden
Centre and the Nineveh Trust, which
totalled over £6,500.
These donations enabled us to install a
greenhouse, and move forward with our
plans. On the weekend of 24/25
February, we were able to dig up the area set aside for our raised beds and lay a
base ready for the following weekend.
Unfortunately, the bad weather put paid to that but, by the time this newsletter
goes out, we should have achieved our goal in time to start some major planting
after Easter.
The future for the Garden Club looks bright. We now have twelve children and two
more fantastic volunteers, Steph Klejdys and Judy Ormerod, without their help the
club would not be sustainable.
As to the future, we hope to have a grand garden opening at the beginning of June,
in the School grounds. We will confirm the date for this in due course.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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Thanks Annie! Just one more date for your diary. On 15 September (a way off I
know), we are planning to hold our first ever skills-share workshop. The aim of
these workshops is to spread skills relating to the growing, harvesting and cooking
of home grown food.
The focus of this one will be on learning how to preserve fruit and veg in jams and
pickles etc. We will be taking over the Baptist Hall, and a head chef will lead us
through the very practical (and possibly sticky) business of ‘preserving’.
There will be limited tickets available and more information will follow on how to
book. Keep an eye on our Facebook page (Incredible Edible Hooky) or web site:
www.incredibleediblehooky.com for more information.
Finally, we are continuing our awareness building campaign around OLIO, which we
launched, here, in the last newsletter. You may have seen posters up around the
village. OLIO is an app for reducing food waste – it’s a bit like Freecycle for food; a
place where you can advertise excess produce you might have from your garden, or
even give away something you bought by mistake.
I recently picked up two, 2kg packets of Chick peas and Chana Dal for FREE! It is a
fantastic way for working to reduce our food waste as a village – and of getting free
food. Gradually, numbers are building, and there will always be room for more. You
can sign up here: www.olioex.com.
If you’d like to get in touch, or volunteer and be part of the team, we would love to
speak to you. Do drop me a line. Happy Growing everyone!
Sarah Morris – Project Lead, 737642, incredibeediblehooky@gmail.com

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
Playgroup is currently full, but we are taking names for September so,
if you’re looking to start your child anytime in the autumn term, please
contact me ASAP to ensure a place. We are saying goodbye to Stuart
Briggs, who has been a Trustee and a very big part of our team effort
in getting playgroup back into our building after the summer holidays, and
achieving our Ofsted outstanding status. We all appreciate everything he has done
for us, and he will be sorely missed. We wish him all the luck in the future. If
anyone is interested in becoming a trustee, please contact us and we will tell you
how you can become part of this successful team; you don't necessarily have to
have children in the playgroup or live in the village.
For more information check out our facebook page, our website –
www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk – or contact me directly
Julie Riley, Manager, 730560, hnppg@btinternet.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – HELPING YOUNG READERS
Can you spare an hour or two a week to listen to children read in a local primary
school? ‘Schoolreaders’ is launching in Oxfordshire and is looking for volunteers to
carry out this important role.
Reading time for many children at home and at school is often insufficient, and one
in four children are now leaving primary school unable to read to the required
standard. This can have a lifelong consequence. No qualifications are necessary,
just a good command of spoken and written English.
Schoolreaders is flexible and will match your availability to an appropriate, local
school. Our volunteers find the scheme incredibly rewarding, knowing that a few
hours helping a child learn to read each week can have such a great impact on their
life chances.
Please visit the website www.schoolreaders.org to join or call 01234 924111 for
further information.
Laura Kenyon-Slaney, Schoolreaders Ambassador
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1˧˦˧˧˦˨ HOOK NORTON GUIDES
Following the Christmas holidays, the guides
have been doing a variety of fun activities. We
had a Thinking Day event with the Senior Section
girls, where we did activities on the five world
centres, including songs and parachute games.
It was a great opportunity for the girls to mix
and enjoy making chocolate truffles
(Switzerland), Diwali lamps (India), Ndebele dolls
(Africa), pyramids out of spaghetti and
marshmallows (Mexico), with songs and
parachute games from London.
We had a great evening at Hook Norton Library,
with Karen doing a themed ‘getting to know the
library’ session; the girls dressed up and had
activities/quiz on the Harry Potter theme, which
they thoroughly enjoyed.
We then went to the church where Lily made her promise and the girls were
presented with their well-earned challenge badges.
Over the past couple of weeks, we have done Mother's Day decoupage hearts and
bird feeders, which we hope the birds have enjoyed with the latest snow.
We continue to have a varied programme and looking forward to the nice, warm
and summer weather, so that we can go out of doors more!
Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com

HOMES FOR HOOKY
We would like to say a huge
thank you to everyone that
attended the Community Housing Meetings
in February, and completed and returned
their housing surveys. The meetings proved
lively and enjoyable, and the level of
engagement was inspiring. Everyone
enjoyed taking part in the workshop
element, which stimulated discussion and
allowed important ideas and issues to
surface without confrontation.
Local Architectural Designer, Charlie
Luxton, gave a passionate presentation on the gap in understanding between big
housing developers and the needs of the community. He explored the possibilities of
different ways of living and showed examples of house building that encourages
community spirit and social contact.
We premiered our short film of local people’s thoughts on how a lack of affordable
homes might impact on the future of Hooky. It was really well received; if you
would like to see the film and find out what your friends and neighbours said, it can
be viewed on the Hook Norton Low Carbon website,
www.hn-lc.org.uk.
By the time you read this, the information from the completed surveys will be
gathered and independently summarized and, hopefully, we will begin the next
phase of the project – which is working out the detail and doing a feasibility study.
Watch this space! Cathy Ryan and Tim Lunel, catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org
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FREE TO AN EXPERIENCED RIDER…
Bailey - a handsome
15 year old 17’3hh
Irish sports horse.
Gentle giant, bomb
proof in traffic,
perfect nature, good
to go in every way.
Bailey can no longer
hunt as a result of a
tendon injury,
however, he’s now fit
and healthy and can
hack out, canter, etc,
but he needs a
responsible rider
who will take care of
him.
I’ve owned Bailey for
8 years and he’s at
full livery in Duns
Tew.
Please tel.
07710 660312 or
email
kevin@ktcmc.com
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PRIZE QUIZ
Welcome to the first of a new Newsletter feature – a prize quiz/brain teaser. For each edition, I
will submit a different puzzle to solve. It can be answered just for fun, but the intention is to
raise regular funds for St Peter’s. So for those who would like to enter the prize draw, please
place your completed quiz in an envelope marked ‘QUIZ’, with £2, and post it into St Peter’s
donations box (immediately on the right as you enter church).
The last day for entering will be the end of that Newsletter month (so 30 April for this edition).
The answers will then be marked, and from all the correct entries, one will be drawn out at the
start of the church service in the first or second week of the next month. The winner will
receive half of the total pot; so if 50 people enter, the winner gets £50, with £50 going to St
Peter’s. The winner and correct answers will be published in the next Newsletter, along with a
new puzzle to solve. The first puzzle is based on chocolate; I hope you enjoy!
Kevin Hope

Chocolate Quiz - April 2018
Clues to the names of chocolates and chocolate bars, past and present.
Manufacturer names not included!
1. The rod belonging to my little mother _______________________________
2. A faint band of celestial light ______________________________________
3. A London red routemaster perhaps _________________________________
4. Sally Bowles’ workplace __________________________________________
5. Very happy in Istanbul ___________________________________________
6. A toy terrier from Leeds? _________________________________________
7. Snacking outdoors ______________________________________________
8. Small ovoids ___________________________________________________
9. The king of the jungle’s boozer ____________________________________
10. Promote or encourage ___________________________________________
11. ‘OR BLEET ON’ said the Swiss mountain sheep ________________________
12. An ancient Mexican _____________________________________________
13. Pirouette _____________________________________________________
14. 42.195 kilometres ______________________________________________
15. Cinderella’s friend ______________________________________________
16. Francis Coppola’s ‘solar system’ car? _______________________________
17. Captain Bligh’s vessel ___________________________________________
18. Of aircraft – in perfect condition ___________________________________
19. A 10 cent stick _________________________________________________
20. This ointment is ovate ___________________________________________
21. A feathery ice crystal ____________________________________________
22. Dorothy’s aunt and 2 of Ronald’s arches _____________________________
23. Clever people? _________________________________________________
24. Medieval musicians _____________________________________________
25. Matt Damon’s French town? ______________________________________
Name ……………………………………………… Telephone number ………………………………………
Address …………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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HOOKY’S AUSSIE MAKES BANBURY DIRECTING DEBUT
Having seen David Haig's My Boy Jack on television, I was intrigued how BCP would
present this poignant epic within the constraints of the Mill stage. I needn't have worried.
A combination of directorial talent from Helen Watson and (Hooky’s own!) Kerrie
McCormick along with what can only be described as inspired set design, delivered a
memorable evening. Many people will know the story of Rudyard Kipling's staunch
support for Britain in the Great War and how anxious he was that his son should take up
arms to fight the cause, despite being so young. 'Jack' his son has chronic myopia and
without his spectacles can hardly see a thing. Through lobbying Kipling manages to
acquire a commission in the Irish Guards for his son with tragic consequences.
Philip Fine played Rudyard Kipling with panache. He took this huge challenging role,
dissected the whole thing and reassembled it as his own. From the very start when he
bursts forth into song, with a slight nod to Bruce Forsythe I thought, he went from
strength to strength. An excellent performance, especially when a pair of John’s
spectacles was lost under a chair in the front row of the audience. Couple of ad-libs and
back to the plot, don't you just love am dram? Kipling's wife Carrie (Deborah Watson)
had our eternal sympathy as the mother of the doomed Jack, unforgiving of her husband
for forcing his son to go to war. Joe Deakin played John Kipling. A remarkable
accomplishment by this young man with such a large part to deliver, well done sir.
The play is set mainly in 'Batemans' the Kipling's family home in East Sussex. The set
was stylish with just the right hint of affluence, but how was this going to metamorphosis
into a battlefield? Hey Presto, within a minute, the genius of set designer Chris Garrett
took us from a sitting room in East Sussex to dodging bullets and whiz bangs on the
Western Front. Stunning, and probably the slickest major scene change I've witnessed
outside the West End.
With accompanying sounds and lighting, the trench scenes were also executed brilliantly.
The creative juices of BCP must have been flowing with force of a Tsunami. From the
slides announcing the scenes in the form of period postcards to the projected war scenes
and rainfall, the ambience was electric.
The sound crew too must have been on overtime as they worked above the call of duty
filling the hall with atmospheric background noises from the constant ticking of the
unseen clock at Batemans to the incessant artillery fire in the trenches.
The dug out scene, except for some dodgy Irish accents, was touching as the troops,
including our Jack prepared to go over the top. Understandably they weren't too pleased,
but I thought the language was a little 'over the top' too. Perhaps it's a generation thing.
Back at Batemans Jack has been reported missing, and for two years the Kiplings have
been interviewing whoever might have news of their son. Enter Guardsman Bowe, he had
witnessed the demise of poor Jack and told his tale through his tortured mind with great
fervour. At least his story brought closure to the family.
John McCormick as Bowe played the part of his career.
I have seen John in many a role but never as
convincing as with such passion as he played Bowe, the
half crazy soldier on sick leave and terrified he will have
to return to the Front. If Banbury had a Walk of Fame I
would vote for John’s star to be laid on it immediately.
A master class in acting as far as I was concerned.
The play continued for two more scenes but the fire had
gone out. The wedding of Elsie, Jack's sister seemed
strangely unnecessary but the ending piece was
important, set in 1933 with the BBC announcing Hitler's
rise to be Chancellor of Germany and Rudyard at last
realising what a waste his son's death was as war
looms again. My Boy Jack is a milestone in the history of BCP, and shows what am dram
can produce.
Am Dram Man Oxford Mail
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FINDING A NEW RECTOR
A year ago, the Reverend John Acreman announced that he would be retiring this
July. As a result, the process of finding his successor has started. The
Churchwardens and Ministry team from the Benefice are putting together a Parish
profile, which is a document to promote the Benefice to any prospective Rectors.
For Hook Norton’s part of the profile, we are asking you to suggest the selling points
of the Church and village, and also what we are looking for in a new Rector.
At the back of St Peter’s Church we have put a box with suggestion forms with two
headings, ‘Village and Church’ and ‘What we are looking for in a new Rector’. We
invite you to pop into the church and put your ideas onto a form and put it into the
box. Please keep the suggestions brief.
Mary Powell and Mark Taylor (Churchwardens)

Friends of Hook Norton Community Library
Our annual BOOK and PLANT SALE will be held at
HOOK NORTON LIBRARY
on SATURDAY, 12 MAY 2018, 9.30–12 noon
Please support this well-established annual event. On offer will be a
wide range of books and plants at bargain prices, coffee and
biscuits, a raffle with fantastic prizes, and live music.
To make the occasion a success, we rely on your donations of books and
plants. Books can be brought to the Library during opening hours in the
week leading up to the sale, i.e. from Saturday 6 May onwards. Please DO
NOT bring them before that date, as storage room in the Library is very
limited. I am sorry that we will no longer be able to accept sets of
encyclopaedias, books in poor condition, videos or cassette tapes. New or
nearly new fiction, non-fiction and children’s books are always welcome. If
you cannot deliver the books yourself, call Sue Ditchfield on 737604 or Jane
Orchard on 737634 for help.
Please bring plants with you on the day of the sale. If you cannot deliver
them yourself, call Stella Wilson on 737469 for help.
Meanwhile, don’t forget we serve tea, coffee & delicious homemade cakes
in the Library Reading Room: 3rd Wednesday each month, 3–4.30pm.
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Saturday 5 May, 8pm; St Peter’s Church
LIVE MUSIC CONCERT WITH

THE PETE WATKINS ORIGINALS
and launch of Pete Watkins’ latest album of original new songs

‘Palace of Varieties’
performed by superb musicians in the most magnificent of settings

PETE WATKINS: GUITAR AND VOCALS; GORDON RAITT: BASS GUITAR;
DREW POUNTNEY: PERCUSSION; JONO WATTS: FIDDLE

The Pete Watkins Originals perform original songs by
singer/songwriter/guitarist Pete Watkins: these combine thoughtprovoking lyrics with beautiful melodies. The music has a unique sound
combining folk, acoustic roots, classic pop, and a hint of jazz and blues.
The concert features Pete Watkins’ songs from the albums
’PALACE OF VARIETIES’ & ‘IRON, STONE AND STEEL’,
along with well- known classics arranged by ‘The Originals’.
‘Iron Stone and Steel’ is a lovely collection of his songs so do check it out
and try to get to one of his gigs.’ Dave Pegg, Fairport Convention.
Licensed bar (big thanks to Bex and Roger)
Doors open 7.30–11pm; live music from 8pm
Proceeds to Katharine House Hospice and St Peter’s Church
Tickets: £5, available from St Peter’s Church and Pete Watkins
Contact: petewatkins4@aol.com and www.petewatkins.co.uk
Call Pete on 07794 544693 or 01608 737143
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WILDLIFE NOTES
1 March is allegedly the first day of spring, but it certainly wasn't this year! Virtually
the entire country was covered in snow, which affected a lot of the population both
human and wildlife.
The cold weather meant that
fieldfares descended on
many village gardens in an
effort to find food. Thanks to
Stella Taylor for the photo of
the fieldfares in her garden.
Ian Buchanan was another
who had had fieldfares in his
garden. Ian also saw a
female blackbird gathering
nesting material. This was,
of course, before the snow
was upon us.
Other avian sightings during
the bad weather have been
a yellow wagtail, marsh tit
and both male and
female blackcaps. Thanks
to those of you who told
me about these birds.
Phyl Barton sent me this
charming photograph of
a robin having ‘lunch’ in
her garden. [So charming
that we stole it for our
cover photo! Ed.] It was
feeding on one of Phyl's
homemade birdseed
cupcakes. Blue tits,
blackbirds and rooks
were also partial to the
cupcakes. The recipe is
simple merely 150g of
lard mixed with 300g of
wild bird seed, sultanas
and rolled oats. No
cooking required!
A few residents of Hooky
have spotted the egret
which seems to have set
up camp in the village
particularly near the Rop Stream. It has been seen in several places from the
brewery in the west to the back gardens of houses on Park Road in the east. I was
lucky to capture this image of it in one of the trees behind the houses on Burycroft
Road. I had to use the longest lens I have and even then I have cropped it severely
to enable the bird to fill the frame.
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WILDLIFE NOTES (contd)
In the last
newsletter I
mentioned
that David
ShepleyCuthbert
along at The
Moors had
seen an
otter by his
pond. What
I had not
realised was
that the
otter had
taken all the
fish in the
pond which
had recently
been
restocked. I
have a
couple of wildlife camera traps so I set them up. One which was in the general area
of David's house yielded nothing save for a fox walking across the stream on a
fallen tree. However, the other which was beyond Park Farm captured a polecat as
well as less exotic creatures such as three cats which appeared in one video clip
(not the same one as the polecat!)
Encouraged by this, I reset both cameras within a few yards of each other near
where the polecat had been captured and left them for a few days. When I retrieved
them, they had been out during the snow at the end of February, I was surprised to
find I had a couple of clips which featured an otter. The image of the otter is a still
taken from one of the video clips. In previous newsletters I have mentioned that
otter spraint has been seen in the parish but here is photographic proof that otters
do visit this area! As usual please let me know of your wildlife sightings.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

WARRINER CHORAL SOCIETY
Spring concert
JUBILATE- English Choral Gems
Saturday 12 May, 7.30pm
Deddington Church.
Tickets £12
Online from www.warrinerchoralsociety.co.uk
Or in person from Hamptons International, Deddington.
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OFFICES TO LET
AT HOOK NORTON
BREWERY
We have four separate first floor
offices to let. (Available April).
Offices available individually or as
a whole.
Prices ranging from £80 - £100 per
week.
Allocated parking.
For more information please call
01608 737210 or email sharon.kane@hooky.co.uk
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
As I look at my notes for April and May, there seems to be a superfluity of delights to
encourage us all to get out and about. Tate Modern is grabbing the headlines with
‘Picasso 1932: Love, Fame, Tragedy’ – described as one dazzling year full of life and love!
Most of the paintings feature his captivating new muse, Marie-Therese Walter (to 9
September).
Move nearer home to the Ashmolean in Oxford, and enjoy ‘America’s Cool Modernism’.
There is a most impressive range of artists showing early abstraction, through Georgia
O’Keefe, precisionist paintings by Charles Sheeler and Charles Demuth, and the
tantalising Edward Hopper canvases that appear to depict innocent everyday scenes –
but somehow aren’t quite! (to 22 July).
Staying local (to 10 June), don’t forget Compton Verney’s ‘Ravilious & Co’ and be
reassured that Britain had great talent too.
Indeed this is further evident at Birmingham’s Barber Institute with a Scottish Colourist
exhibition, ‘The Rhythm of Light’. Painted in early C20th, the still-lifes and landscapes of
Peploe, JD Fergusson, Cadell and Leslie Hunter reveal their love of light, of rhythm and
especially of colour (to 13 May).
Back to London, and closing on same day, The Queen’s Gallery shows us how, after the
austerity of Cromwell, Charles II cheered England up with paintings fit for a King. There
is a superb range of works – dare I single out one worth a king’s ransom: Pieter Bruegel
the Elder’s ‘Massacre of the Innocents’.
Less well known is the C17th Spanish painter Murillo, and the National Gallery has a
small exhibition of, mainly, his self-portraits. It is a poignant study of ageing to celebrate
his 400th anniversary (to 21 May).
Time to go onstage! On 17–21 April, the Oxford Playhouse allows me to indulge in a story
linked to a favourite artist, Marc Chagall. ‘The Flying Lovers of Vitebsk’ comes after
successful runs in Edinburgh and London. Then 15–19 May, at Malvern, there is a
fascinating National Theatre production: ‘This House’. Roll back to 1974 when the
corridors of Westminster rang with the sound of infighting and backbiting – rings a bell?
This is the Hooky Lit choice.
The Swan at Stratford, to 3 August, brings a brutal revival of John Webster’s 1614
tragedy, ‘The Duchess of Malfi’. It is a modern presentation but that cannot hide the
blood-stained revenge at its heart. As if that is not enough, David Morrissey leads a
superb cast in a ferocious and loud, ‘Julius Caesar’ at London’s new Bridge Theatre, up to
15 April.
Our local theatres are not idle; The Mill at Banbury on 19 April gives us ‘Dylan Thomas:
Clown in the Moon’. Rhodri Miles plays the poet – having seen him as Richard Burton I
am certain it will be a good piece of theatre. At Chippy, 3–12 May, Ben Power’s ‘A Tender
Thing’ – subtitled ‘Romeo and Juliet Reimagined’ – is the latest of the theatre’s own
productions – every success.
Last but not least, from Northern Stage, at Northampton’s Derngate, is a UK premiere of
Sting’s personal, political and passionate epic tale of community hope and a great act of
collective defiance. Called ‘The Last Ship’, and with Sting at the helm, I guess it takes
place on the River Tyne. Could that be why I have chosen it? The dates are 24–28 April.
This musically leads us to the concert halls. Let us start with Birmingham, 2–3 May: the
City’s Symphony Orchestra play Strauss’s ‘Death and Transfiguration’, Prokofiev’s ‘Violin
Concerto No 2’ with Baiba Skride violin and Sibelius’s Symphony No 2. At Oxford’s
Sheldonian, on 26 April, the Philharmonic, conducted by the great Yuri Temirkanov, play
Glinka (Overture to Ruslan and Ludmila), Rachmaninov (Rhapsody on a Theme of
Paganini) and Rimsky- Korsakov (Scheherazade). Let’s hope these put Spring in your
step!
John Wheatley
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Salon2 is looking for two new members of staff:
● A stylist with at least three years salon experience, knowledgeable in
colouring and cutting.
and
● An extra ordinary person to do Saturday morning and holiday cover all year
to do reception and shampooing.
Both of these positions have pro rata holidays.
We are a very busy, friendly salon.
For more information please contact Sandra via email:
enquiries@salon2hairdressing.co.uk
or call 01608 737073
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BAPTIST BANTER
It is great to see new life appearing in our
gardens after the winter we have just had. The
snowdrops made an early appearance closely
followed by the crocuses, and as they are about
to come to an end the green shoots of daffodils
and tulips are apparent.
I love the season of spring because of the new
life that it brings to us.
We are also approaching Easter which, for Christians, celebrated the new life we
have when we follow Jesus Christ. When we choose Him as our Saviour, our old
lives and old values pass away, and we are re-born with a new eternal life and
eternal values.
Unfortunately, the term ‘born-again’ Christian is used to reflect a type of Christian
who is rather over-enthusiastic in some way of the Christian life, but that is what
each Christian is: born again, but this time spiritually. You become aware of so
much more of this world and, as you allow God’s Holy Spirit to guide and prompt
you, you begin to see this world, and the people within it, through God’s eyes. Not
in a judgemental way, but through His eyes of love.
There is not one on this earth who God does not love. He loves ALL of His creation
and that includes you. No matter how we have lived our lives, what choices we have
made, He loves us so much that He wants us to know Him.
If you want to find out more, come along to any of our services. We warmly invite
you to come to our Easter Services.
On Good Friday we will be gathering in the Baptist Chapel at 10am, along with our
friends from St Peter’s Church, to reflect upon Jesus’s death on the cross. On Easter
Sunday we will be celebrating His resurrection with a Family Service at 10.30am; all
are welcome.
This coming year, we are hoping to breathe new life in to our chapel as we start
renovation work. We will be tackling some urgent work around drainage and lime
mortaring to remove the dampness from the building.
We will also look to install new porch doors, secondary glazing and roof space
insulation to reduce our heating needs and our carbon footprint. If you are
interested in the any aspect of the renovation of this historic Georgian chapel,
please do contact me.
Also, we are looking to breathe new life into Bury Orchard graveyard, off Osney
Close – not literally, I hasten to add! We have been approached by Incredible Edible
to use part of the graveyard as a sensory garden, a place where the community can
come and sit and enjoy the peaceful surroundings. In order to clearly define the
boundary of this sensory garden, Hook Norton Baptist Church will be formally
closing the western half (far end from the gate) of the graveyard. If there are any
relatives of those buried in there who wish to know more about this, please do not
hesitate to contact me.
Meanwhile, I wish you all a happy Easter and pray that you will have an opportunity
to explore the new life Jesus offers you this Easter.
Pastor Peter Brookes, 730677, hookypastor@gmail.com

@HookyPastor
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DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk
bridalwear
Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges
KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY
Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880
Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.
32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG
01295 265424
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www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON WI
The variety of different speakers at our WI is often surprising, and the speaker for
January was no exception. The talk was entitled ‘The Royal Command Performance’
by Margaret Thomas, and it was nothing like we expected. She told us snippets
from films, shows, plays and real life Kings & Queens, some of them very amusing.
She started with King Arthur & Queen Guinevere, then surprised us by bursting into
song with Camelot. We also heard about Victoria & Albert, Charlie Chaplin and the
ladies in his life, The King & I, and Edward & Wallis Simpson – after which she sang
the theme from Love Story, Playboy Albert and Lilli Langtree. Margaret sang each
song unaccompanied, and had a delightful voice to listen to.
February’s meeting was a real delight as Pearl Watts brought along a very young
dog called Maud who she was training as a Dog for Good. The society was originally
named Dogs for the Disabled, and was started in Banbury 30 years ago by Frances
Hey; it changed its name in 2004. She explained how the puppies are tested to
accept noise, people and shops etc. It takes 11–12 weeks hands-on training, which
includes getting them to learn how to turn on and off lights, open doors and general
help about the home. At 8–9 months they are finally assessed and introduced to
their new owner and trained for their specific needs. They are retired after 9
years. There are now many Dogs for Good centres over the country. Maud was
really well behaved during our meeting and only barked when we clapped at the
end. Our next meeting will be our AGM.
The April meeting will be on 17 April, at 2pm, in The Baptist Hall, and our talk will
be by one of our own members, Rosa Collier, talking about ‘Our Hobby: Ultimus The
Steam Roller’.
Margaret Gardner and Doreen McLaughlin

HOOK NORTON PUBS IN VERSE

A story goes that, in the 1930's, a vagrant called at the back door of the Sun Pub. ‘I
have no money’, he said to the Landlord, ‘but if I can come up with a poem
mentioning all the Hook Norton pubs will you give me a free drink?’
‘O.K, you have a deal’, replied the landlord.
After a while the vagrant returned and recited the following verse;
The Sun shines brightly in the Morn, The Blackbird flies in for his feed of corn
The Pear Tree hangs over the oak door, And the Lion comes out with a roar
There's a Wheatsheaf standing by South Hill, And travellers rest at the Hotel on
Tank Hill
There's a Gate hanging High on the old drovers road, And a Bell that rings out atop
its own road.
Apparently the vagrant got his pint!
James Tobin (Based on a story related by Richard Stevens)
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PROPOSED BLUE BADGE PARKING BAY
I would like to thank so many people who responded positively to the second
application for a parking bay for Blue Badge Holders, near the shop in Hook Norton.
It was nearly two years ago, when I applied for this bay. The recent survey
demonstrates a significant need for a bay for Blue Badge holders. Hopefully,
Oxfordshire County Council will recognise this, consider this second application in an
appropriate manner, and arrange for the bay to be put in place – sooner rather than
later.
Also, many thanks to Chris Town, who did a wonderful job collating all the required
information in preparation to present the 'proof of need' to Oxfordshire County
Council.
The recent survey to assess the need for a bay has now been completed. The
positive result of the survey far exceeded all expectations. This is a true reflection of
the kindness and empathy that most people in Hook Norton demonstrate. Thank
you to you all.
Patricia Hamilton

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
The many daffodils we have planted over the last two years are beginning to come
through and hopefully will lift our spirits.
A while ago we recognised the need for a hedge to border part of the upper
cemetery with our neighbour’s property. Shaun McHugh has most generously
provided all of the plants, stakes and protectors. The planting is now finished and
we look forward to seeing it develop over the years. Not only will it stabilize the
boundary where the old wall used to be but give shelter to the wild life.
We owe Shaun a big thank you.
The planting was done by the Friends, as the Green Gym was already committed to
other work. We have met up with the Green Gym and agreed a couple of dates for
them to help with a spring clear up of the boundaries.
Please remember to put any waste in the correct bins, in particular wreaths as they
need to go in the green bin, as they have a steel frame.
Anyone who would like to volunteer to help would be most welcome; please contact
Councillor Allison Hicks at allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk.
John E Blackham

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Our speaker this month is Julie Ann Godson, whose talk is entitled 1066 and
Oxfordshire's Part in the Norman Conquest. As usual the meeting starts at 7.30pm
in the Baptist Church Hall. Julie Ann is an accomplished author who has written
several books with an Oxfordshire slant, and her talk will no doubt intrigue listeners.
Having looked at her website she will probably bring copies of her books for sale
afterwards.
Ben Ford from Oxford Archaeology was due to speak to us last month. Sadly he had
to cancel at very short notice owing to illness. We hope to reschedule his talk for
next season whilst his subject The Westgate Excavation is still fresh in our
memories following the redevelopment of the Westgate Centre in Oxford. In order
not to disappoint those who had come along expecting to hear Ben the writer
stepped in to give a talk about a Victorian photo album that he had bought some
years ago.
For further information about the group please feel free to contact me.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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YOGA - PILATES - FUSION
Weekly classes | One to One | Workshops
New - Pilates at Hook Norton School
Summer term booking now, all welcome!
Contact Fran:
(T) 07950 424037 (E) franyoga@rocketmail.com
(W) www.frankirkyoga.moonfruit.com
~fully certified and insured~

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
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NATIONAL FEDERATION
OF
WOMEN’S INSTITUTES
OXFORDSHIRE FEDERATION
HOOK NORTON W.I.
PROGRAMME:
PROGRAMME20122013
2018-2019
Meetings on the
3rd Tuesday of the Month
In
The Baptist Hall
At
2pm
Visitors Welcome

WI 2018-2019 PROGRAMME

2018
17 April
Our Hobby: Ultimus the Steam Roller - Rosa Collier
Competition: A Model Vehicle
15 May
A Passion for Pearls - Frances Benton
Competition: Pearl Jewellery
12 June
Summer Lunch at the Wychwood Golf Club
19 June
Anaesthesia - Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow - David Willatts
Competition: A Pill Box
17 July
Summer Outing to Windsor
21 August
Garden Party at Frances’
18 September
The Yellow Hat Tribe - Irene Tyack
Competition: Small Yellow Item of Clothing
16 October
Tales from Wychwood Forest - Valerie Burton
Competition: An Autumn Leaf

WI 2018-2019 PROGRAMME (contd)
2018 (contd)
25 October
Bring and Buy Sale - tbc
13 November
Christmas Shopping Trip
20 November
Holistic Therapy - Jean Webb
Competition: A Cuddly Toy
4 December
Christmas Lunch at The Gate Hangs High
18 December
Christmas Tea and Entertainment
2019
15 January
Patchwork - Kathleen Winter
Competition: Small Embroidered Article
19 February
Similes, Metaphors and Slang - Michael Bull
Competition: A Valentine’s Day Poem
19 March
Annual Meeting and Mini-Show

PRESIDENT
Mrs Catherine Sparks
01608 678449

VICE PRESIDENT
Mrs Sue Harris
01608 737494

SECRETARY
Mrs Margaret Gardner
01608 737882

TREASURER
Mrs Sue Harris
01608 737494

BLOXHAM BOWLS CLUB – OPEN AFTERNOON
Bloxham still maintains the village tradition of having a bowls
club but, to continue to thrive, new members are always
needed. Membership is not confined to Bloxham residents.
If you live in a neighbouring village and wish to learn more
about the game or become a new member then please come
along and meet us.
Now in its 61st year, Bloxham Bowls Club provides a friendly
environment in which to socialise and enjoy the game with
fellow members.
League and friendly matches are played against local towns and villages, providing
gentle exercise and plenty of fresh air.
Or, if preferred, members can just have a game amongst themselves or in club
competitions.
The Bowls Club is located near the heart of the village in Barley Close and adjacent
to the Jubilee Sports Field. Anyone with an interest is invited to our
OPEN AFTERNOON
Saturday 28 April, 2–5pm
Come along and see how the game is played, meet our members and have a go!
All you need is a pair of flat soled shoes – we look forward to welcoming you.
Alternatively if you can’t make that day but would like more details look on our web
site, www.bloxhambowls.org.uk
Des Jones

CHIPPING NORTON CHORAL SOCIETY
Two dates for your diary from this acclaimed local choral society, which includes a
number of members from Hook Norton.
Saturday 12 May, 7.30pm, at St Mary's Church, Witney, OX28 4AW: Performance
of Vivaldi - Gloria in D; Handel - Chandos Anthem No 9; Verdi - Pater Noster;
Stanford - Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in C. £15 (under 16s free).
This is a rare opportunity to hear Vivaldi’s much-loved Gloria accompanied by
musicians from ‘Oxybaroxy’, Oxfordshire’s specialist baroque orchestra, using bows
from the baroque period: ‘shaped like the bow used in archery, which gives a
different, softer sound, much more as it was heard in Vivaldi’s time’.
Oxybaroxy comprises young musicians from Oxfordshire, and includes some of the
finest upcoming talent in the UK, including the current co-lead violinist of the
National Youth Orchestra.
Saturday 16 June: A ‘Sing Day’, concluding (after tea & cakes!) with a
performance of Vivaldi's Gloria and Bob Chilcott's 'The Voyage'.
Rehearsal at Chipping Norton Secondary School, Burford Road, OX7 5DY from
10am. Performance in St Mary's Church, OX7 5NT at 5.30pm. £25 (under 16s free),
sheet music provided.
See www.cncs.org.uk, contact tickets@cncs.org.uk, call 07988 233299 or buy
advanced tickets for the concert at Jaffe & Neale, Chipping Norton.
Julia Hall, Choral Society Volunteer
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com
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www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

FOHNS (FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL)
Well, we are still busy but we now have the funds
in place to build a running track for the children
to do their daily miles around the school grounds;
thank you all for your support so far to make this
happen!
As some of you may be aware the school is
celebrating 25 years of being on Sibford Road. To celebrate, school have asked us
to help with the purchase of a new adventure playground; the chosen design is a
pirate ship, so we have more work to do and need your help. You can help by
supporting our events, helping out or simply donating a few spare pounds.
Keep an eye out on Parentmail and the FOHNS Facebook page for details on the
upcoming Easter Egg Hunt.
On 21 April we are having another Bingo from 3-5pm.
The events we have over the next few months are the return of the hugely
successful Bike and Bake Sale with the Garage and Carboot Sales which we will
be hosting on 20 May; if you wish to book a carboot or garage sale please email
me, or see the school office for a booking form.
We will be holding our May Day celebrations on Tuesday 1 May, and Sports Day
on 11 July; if you can donate a prize for the raffle we would be extremely grateful.
John Stubb’s Golf day you will be pleased to know is returning with a date yet to be
confirmed.
Summer BBQ is on 6 July; a fabulous day last year so looking forward to it again.
So far, we have had some fantastic events such as the Christmas Fair, School Disco
and Winter Ball; thank you to all that have helped to make these so successful
especially Michelle Tate-Davies and Rosie Jones.
Laura Wyatt, Chair FOHNS, wyattific@gmail.com

Hook Norton Cricket Club
invites you to

A NIGHT
AT THE RACES
Saturday 21 April
Supper starts @ 7pm; First Race @ 8pm

At the Sports & Social Club
£7 per ticket – includes Pie* & Pea Supper (races only: £3)
(*Pie options: meat & potato; chicken & mushroom;
cheese, broccoli & potato. Orders by Saturday 14 April)
BAR, RAFFLE, BIG SCREEN
Tickets from Jordan; 07711 818950
45
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CASK COLLECTIONS
Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ale - 2018
Every year the festival offers around 130 beers from all over the UK.
To keep costs to a minimum (so more money for the festival charities) we
rely on individuals to collect casks from all over the country.
If you travel for work, leisure, etc. and you could bring a cask or two (or
more!) back with you then please let me know which areas and I’ll add you
to our list of volunteers.
If you’ve collected before I’ll be in touch! This year’s festival is 21 July and
collections take place in a two week period leading up to that date.
Some practical details if you are wondering about driving around with
casks of beer in your vehicle.
�
Casks are just under 500mm high and about 400mm diameter
�
They are approximately 50kg when full
�
People at each location will lift casks in and out of your vehicle
�
Doesn’t hurt to have an old blanket for car protection and some
rope/ties to secure casks
�
They won’t leak!
I have collected casks for a few years and have never experienced any
issues with collecting beer or driving around with it. In fact you’ll get that
feeling of superiority knowing you’re doing a good thing and you’ll also go
to some interesting places and meet some great people.
Please get in touch if you think you can help. Thank you
Ed Kirk, caskcollection2018@btinternet.com
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LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:
Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!
Contact Vicky on 737985

LIONS CLUB OF CHIPPING NORTON
During the years, the Lions Club have staged a number of fund-raising events in
Chipping Norton, and occasionally in Hook Norton itself, and made charitable
donations on a reasonably regular basis.
This year we have been given the opportunity to host an evening with the Caerphilly
Male Voice choir, which we hope will be something special.
It will be a joint venture with the Friends of St Mary's Church, Chipping Norton, and
whilst our preparations are in their early stages a diary date has been set for the
event to take place at St Mary's on the evening of Saturday 7 July.
At the moment the ticket prices have not been finalised but will be in the region of
£12-£15.
We suggest you put the date in your diary as tickets could be at a premium. I am
the Hook Norton contact for the event.
Sian Arnold, 730263, sianrarnold@gmail.com

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
Our first meeting of the year came just before the snow, and our Garden Club
member, Sandy Shirt, gave a very interesting talk about the Oxford Botanical
Gardens.
As we write, our March meeting is looming and it is hoped that members will get a
bit of inside knowledge on how to prepare and present flower arrangements – which
may be useful in advance of the Spring Show.
We are all looking forward to a bit more colour in the garden over the next few
weeks as our Spring Show takes place on Saturday 14 April, at the Hook Norton
Primary School, and is free for the public to visit from 2.30pm.
If you wish to participate we would love to see you at our registration evening on
Wednesday 11 April 2018, 7–8pm, at the Memorial Hall.
Entry is open to non-members for a registration fee of £3.00 plus 50 pence for each
class entered. Schedules will be available in the shop and library.
On 18 April we welcome Craig Blackwell, Cotswold Warden, giving an illustrated talk
about Cotswold Wild Flowers.
Then on 16 May, by popular demand, Hilary Twigg is revisiting the club to talk
about Propagation, including budding, cuttings, division, grafting and seeds.
Sian Arnold, 730263, sianrarnold@gmail.com
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON LUNAR SOCIETY
Keen Lunartiks who made it to the Lunar Society’s
February and March meetings enjoyed a spectrum
of delights ranging from the art and science of a
Victorian photo album to the murky backstreets of
crime detection.
David McGill told his story of discovering an album which spurred him to research
the photographer’s family in depth. David explained how he used the internet to
find out about the family and its business, and identify people in the photos, as well
as expounding on the photographic techniques of the day. He brought along some
vintage cameras from his own collection to give an idea of the equipment used in
creating the pictures. David is a founding member of HNLS, whose experience
running the Local History Group and Garden Club helped launch the Society.
In the March meeting, Eric Milne arrested Members’ attention with his account of
working in the Metropolitan Police force on fingerprinting and biometric methods of
identification. He spoke about the history, science and techniques of fingerprinting
and, during the interval, took fingerprints from anyone interested – of which there
were a number. After the interval he covered the biometric identification techniques
that are being increasingly used by police forces, and ended with questions and a
general discussion arising from his talk.
The next society meetings are:
Monday 9 April: Chris Hurst: ‘Turbinia’, the first turbine-driven ship,
Monday 14 May: Alasdair Brown: the role of magic in the advancement of science
See also: hook-norton.org.uk/groups/hook-norton-lunar-society
Ian Buchanan, ian@buchananhn.co.uk

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@btinternet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days

Times

Breakfast Club

Monday–Friday

7.30-9am

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

Costs
88p per
15 minutes
£17.00

Pick Up from Nursery

Monday–Friday

11.30am

£2.50

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£2.50

Take to Nursery

Monday–Friday

12.30pm

£2.50

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

£17.00

Pick Up from School

Monday–Friday

3.15-4pm

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£2.50
£1.25 per
15 minutes

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2017
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following
to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads - collars blankets - towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food - chews
- brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea treatments
- toys - cat carriers etc. Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/cat's
life a little happier. Anything not suitable will be divided between the Wood Green
Animal Shelter and Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a
call, I will be happy to receive them.
Hilary Wiseman, 737374

THE RECTOR WRITES
The death of a loved one, a friend, a neighbour or a
colleague can be a sharp reminder to us of our own
frailty, and bring back to us sadnesses we carry deep
within. In such moments, we can become very much
aware of our shortcomings and our weaknesses, and
that we have not always done what we perhaps ought
to have done. I have picked up on this reaction to grief
from the response I have received to a couple of
phrases that I have used at each of the many funerals I
have taken recently.
One of those phrases is that ‘God is a lot more gracious
than ever we are’, and the others is that ‘people need
loving the most when they deserve it the least’. Both
those statements seem to have struck a chord in people’s hearts; enough for them
to either speak to me or send me an email. My response has been that God is
totally gracious and totally loving to us, and to those whom we mourn, irrespective
of who we or they are, or what we or they have done!
How can I be so sure? The events of Easter answer that. Jesus, in the moment of
excruciating pain as He was nailed to the cross prayed ‘Father, forgive them for
they know not what they do,’ thereby making excuses for all who had a hand in
bringing Him there. He thus showed His understanding of the heart of God, who in
His eternal mercy and love knows the heart of humans, even if their perception of
the divine indwelling is still little more than a tiny seed.
When we look at ourselves or others, we tend to see things how they were and how
they are. Easter reminds us that God knows fully how things were and how things
are, but graciously He sees how things could be! That is how God demonstrates His
love for us, in that ‘while we were still sinners, Jesus died for us.’ (Romans 5 v.8).
Herein is hope for us all, not only for now, but for all eternity! So why not come and
find out more about what Easter has to offer?
On Easter Day, 1 April, St. Peter’s will resound with Easter Praise
at our 10.00am. Morning Worship.
For full details of all that’s going on – and not just in the church building, but in
various places around the village – see our Notice Boards, visit www.stpetershooknorton.org.uk or contact one of us: Lay Minister, Janet Collins, 737081;
Churchwardens, Mary Powell, 737463; Mark Taylor, 730089.
John Acreman, 737223, john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hi Hooky! Wow – another year is a quarter way through, already. Well, as I write
this, the sun is shining and it is relatively mild – and yet who can forget the snow
and the chaos that brought so recently? Like so many others I’ve spoken with, we
love to see the snow and it’s pure, crisp whiteness – and of course, most of our
dogs love it, but it also causes so much inconvenience. How many of us, I wonder,
checked on our less mobile neighbours to ensure they had enough supplies in? And,
unfortunately, the snow can be so isolating for many people who are normally able
to, at the very least, walk to the village shop for a paper and a little human
interaction. Anyway, I’m happy that, for now at least, the snow has gone (although
who knows what we’ll be having by the time this goes to print?!) My thanks go out
to all those of you who took the time and trouble to clear pathways around your
area. It certainly came as welcome relief to those of us teetering along on the
compacted snow, trying not to slip. The best thing for me about the snow, though,
was that – for once – all the traffic was sticking to 20mph or under, and the village
roads felt that much safer for it!
I’ve had communications, recently, from several people outside the village
boundaries, whom I wish to thank for their contribution towards making the
approaches to Hooky somewhat tidier. Thank you to Catherine Wright, for her
efforts to keep the verges between Turpin’s Lodge and The Gate Hangs High clear
from refuse which, apparently, appears to fall off the back of passing lorries. And
also to Josephine Irving, from Nil Farm, who tends to the litter problem from Nil
Farm along to Turpin’s Lodge. And to her daughter, who apparently tidies the area
close to Traitors Ford, in Brailes. Unfortunately, much of what these sterling ladies
clear up is probably from passing farm vehicles/skips, but I appreciate their efforts.
Massive thanks to Jill, who just went right out of her way to help me move the bins
from the old Sibford Road bottle bank site all the way to the new Sports and Social
Club site. I really appreciated the extra pair of hands.
Another big ‘thank you’ to Keith Saunders, and John and Jeanette, who are doing
their bit to keep their neighbourhoods tidy and litter free. And a final thank you to
the many folk who have planted the spring flowering bulbs around the verges and
lanes in the village. David and Jane Newton planted out several hundred crocuses
on the grassy bank opposite their house and, despite the inclement weather, I
passed there earlier and they are looking lovely. Harry and Penny planted snow
drops along the lane where they live. They’re looking great!
A reminder to look in the LOST PROPERTY box in the village shop if you lose
something, but please give me time to find your item and transport it there.
Now, on a different tack, eating fresh fruit is a very healthy food option, and, yes,
fruit peel is biodegradable – after several months – but it is unacceptable to just
throw fruit peelings on the pavements or grass verges around the village paths; so
please, if you are a parent, grandparent or guardian, advise the youngsters in your
care to dispose of fruit skins and apple cores in a bin (preferably brown).
With very brief reference to everyone’s favourite subject, I am increasingly finding
dog poo left lying close to poo bins, with a supply of free poo bags close by, and
this is unacceptable, and unhygienic. Please be aware of your dog’s habits and clear
up after them. And please show your youngsters how to use a poo bag. And to the
person(s) who are emptying the poo bag dispensers as fast as I fill them up, do you
really need as many as you take? Please only take what you really need at the
time. They are intended for emergency use when one’s pockets are suddenly devoid
of a bag and little Fido has saved up a last-minute, unexpected doggie-do. The bags
are for all dog owners and walkers, not just the elite few. Thank you. See you
around.
Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
This term has flown by, with some interesting weather to
challenge us as well! We have been busy with Recycling
Week, as part of our Erasmus project, where every child
was involved in making a range of things from recycled
materials, culminating in an exhibition for parents at the
end of the week. Highlights included the Junk Band
Workshops and making a wonderful owl from recycled
materials.
We also had a pirate themed day to celebrate World Book
Day, which also happened to be the day the snow really
started to come down! Everyone looked the part, including
all the staff, and we enjoyed sharing lots of pirate stories.
This was also to launch our mission to raise the money to
replace our old adventure playground with a pirate ship to
mark our silver jubilee year. The school on its new site has been open for 25 years!
Our KS2 choir had a wonderful time singing with 6,000 other children in
Birmingham as part of Young Voices. Our new KS1 choir very bravely sang for the
school in assembly.
Our involvement with Incredible Edible is really taking off now, with a new
greenhouse and raised beds being constructed by a dedicated working party as we
speak. We are looking forward to lots of produce later in the year!
The Friends of the School have been doing a great job fund raising and have put on
some very enjoyable events such as a sold out Winter Ball, children’s disco and
Christmas Fair. With their support, we are able to provide so much more for the
children.
This year is also the 20th anniversary of our partnership with the school in Vara,
Sweden. Through Erasmus funding, we have been able to send more staff to visit
and we have taken a party of Y6 children to stay with host families; they made
memories to last a lifetime. We have also hosted a party from Vara here, taking
them to the Think Tank in Birmingham and teaching them country dancing! We look
forward to many more years of this very special partnership.
Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk

Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON
We are writing on behalf of the team at Hook
Norton Low Carbon. If you haven’t looked at
our website for a while, you’ll find us all at:
www.hn-lc.org.uk/about/the-team
For some time we have been wanting to
extend the range and the diversity of initiatives and activities that go to making up
Hook Norton Low Carbon. We suspect the span of interests amongst our growing
membership is much wider then our current range of activity might be catering for.
For our second open meeting of this year on Tuesday 17 April, we thought we
would experiment with the character and format of the meeting itself. We now have
nearly 300 members, and the number has been growing steadily.
We’d like to look with fresh eyes at what has prompted this interest, and to provide
a ready opportunity for those expressing interest, or joining for the first time, to
find others of like mind.
We assume the number of concerns people have around the sustainability of this
troubled planet has been growing equally steadily; we don’t want to presume we
know what these concerns are.
So, on the day, we’ll be asking you that question: what did attract you to join Hook
Norton Low Carbon or to express your interest by coming? What were the concerns
and the issues that prompted you to come? And what is the difference you hoped
you might make through being a part of this wider community of action?
We’ll then structure the evening around the clusters of common interest that we
have no doubt will begin to emerge.Do please take this as a personal invitation. No
need to write in beforehand, just come as you are. Whether you are new to the
village or have been coming for some time, you can be assured of a very warm
welcome. We look forward to seeing you there.
Tuesday 17 April, 7.30 pm
The Malthouse Kitchen, Hook Norton Brewery
Tim Lunel and Hugh Pidgeon
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Sewing for you
Frances Williams
Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making
& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297 Mobile: 07964 691274
A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793
hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Opening Hours: Monday
2.00pm – 5.00pm
6.00pm – 7.00pm*
Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm
(*volunteers only)
Friday
2.00pm – 5.00pm
6.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday
9.30am – 12.30pm
What’s on at Hook Norton Library:
18 April & 16 May: Tea & Cake (£1 donation) from 3pm
18 April (not in May): free 1-1 sessions. Family History Helpdesk from 2:30pm
Hook Norton Library has digital volunteers, who are available for free 1-1 sessions
at the library. Do you need help to get you started with computers or digital
devices? For example: help setting up email, using Skype, want to start shopping or
banking online? Library computers available, or you can bring you own laptop/tablet
and use the free WiFi at the library. Please contact the library for more details or to
book a session.
Library Lego Club launch: Wednesday 25 April 3.30–4.30pm. Each week up to
eight children can sign up for the free after-school Lego club, which will run on first
and last Wednesdays of each month. We would like to thank Hook Norton
Brewery, for their generous donation, which was used to buy Lego for the club, and
all the people who also kindly donated Lego for the club. Please contact the library
to reserve your place for one of the Library Lego Club sessions. There is a lot of
interest in the Library Lego Club, so we are signing up children for individual dates
to ensure everyone gets a chance to join in the fun.
Easter holidays stories and crafts at library: Wednesday 11 April at 2.45pm,
for children aged 4–8 years. This is a free event, booking recommended.
Please note: Children under 8 who are attending library events must always be
accompanied by their parent or carer. Oxfordshire County Council cannot accept
responsibility for any accidents that happen as a result of children not being
adequately supervised.
Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager
I am currently reading ‘The Swimming Pool Library’ by Alan Hollinghurst

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206

County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366

C W SMITH
Builders
Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations
Property Maintenance
Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders
Website: www.cwsmith.builders
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COTSWOLD CARRIERS REMOVALS LTD
Removals – Storage – Haulage

�� Local and long
distance moves
�� Regular London
trips
�� No job too small
(man/van service)
�� Full and part-loads
to Europe
�� Containerised
storage
�� Experienced and helpful staff
�� Specialists to the antiques trade
Tel: 01608 730 500
Email: enquiries@cotswold-carriers.co.uk
The Sidings, Station Road, Kingham, OX7 6SX
www.cotswoldcarriers.com

POPULAR HOOK NORTON SURNAMES
Looking through the Parish Register for St Peter's the other day, I thought it would
be interesting to analyse Hooky surnames by the number of entries and dates of
Baptisms recorded therein. The chart below showing the top 20 is the result. In
looking at this we should be aware that the Register I referred to only covers the
period 1550 to 1995 and of course includes only those baptised in the Parish
church.

I have followed the Register system of recording names for example Gardner,
Gardener and Gardiner are all indexed as one, so the 83 above will be a mix of all
three spellings. Despite any possible shortcomings in the analysis I still find it
interesting to see how some current names have such a long history in the village.
James Tobin
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:
(*Co-opted)
Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair
Allison Hicks
Nathan Matthews
Charles Henderson
Derek Brotherston*
Danny Duggan*
Janeen Wilson*
Diana Porter*
Working Groups: Councillors are assigned to the following working groups
�� Recreation: Cllrs Wilson and Henderson
�� Cemetery and Allotments: Cllrs Hicks and Duggan
�� Environment: Cllrs Matthews and Porter
�� War Memorial Hall: Cllrs Watkins and Brotherston.
Parish Council Vacancies: there are vacancies on the Parish Council and Cherwell
District Council has now confirmed that as residents have not requested a byelection, these can be filled by co-option. The vacancies will be advertised on
noticeboards and on the website in due course. Further details can be obtained from
me.
Parish Council Contact: The Parish Council can be contacted via
parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Councillor Brian Griggs: At the Parish Council meeting on 8 February, Councillors
stood in silence for one minute in remembrance of Councillor Brian Griggs who sadly
died in January. He will be sadly missed.
Councillor Emma Kane: At the Parish Council meeting on 8 February, Emma Kane
resigned from the Parish Council. Councillors, the County Councillor and residents
thanked Emma for her many years of dedicated service, and especially for her years
as Chair. She will be missed for her never ending energy, enthusiasm and
dedication to the job in hand.
Recycling bins: Mixed rubbish is continually being put in the blue and green bins
at the recycling point outside the primary school, and Cherwell District Council will
not empty them. The Parish Council will remove them from site. The bottle banks
outside the primary school are to be moved to the Sports and Social Club Grounds
in the next couple of weeks.
Allotments: new tenancy agreements for allotment holders were sent out on 1
November 2017 and all were returned by the deadline of 28 February 2018. Rental
invoices were issued on 28 February 2018, with a deadline for payment of 1 April
2018. If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact me giving
your name, address and telephone number.
Children’s Play Area: new play equipment has been ordered for the play area.
Work is scheduled to start 24 April.
Dogs: Dog owners are asked to pick up after their animals, especially in the
cemetery and the children’s play area. The Parish Council has provided a number of
dog bins. Please use them to dispose of excrement left by your animal. To report an
offence, visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
Planning details can be found on the Parish Council noticeboards, in the Parish
Council Minutes on the village website, or on Cherwell District Council’s planning
portal. Cherwell District Council consults the Parish Council on planning applications
but the Parish Council is just ‘one voice’ and can object to an application on
planning grounds only. It does not have the authority to approve planning
applications or Tree Works; this is the responsibility of the District Council or the
County Council. If you object to a planning application, please send your objection
to Cherwell District Council in writing or via its Planning Portal.
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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CHASTLETON HOUSE AND GARDEN
Are you looking to get involved in something new for 2018?
Do you have lots of enthusiasm, an interest in heritage and enjoy meeting new
people? Help bring Chastleton House and Garden to life by joining our volunteer
team.

Chastleton House is a Jacobean country mansion nestled in an unspoilt Oxfordshire
valley; the slow creep of time has given this cherished family home an informal and
timeless atmosphere. Completed in 1612, it has remained in the same family and,
today, amongst the tapestries and topiary, you will find peeling paintwork and
rambling ivy, as we bring to you a home carefully preserved as it was found, not as
it once was.
We have a variety of volunteer roles available, such as Room Guides, where you
will enrich the visitor experience by sharing the stories of the family who lived here;
Flower Arrangers, where you will join a rota to help produce new floral
arrangements for display in the house each week; Garden Guides, where you will
enjoy sharing your enthusiasm for plants and gardens, and relish telling visitors
which flowers are in bloom. Visitor Welcome Host where you will give a warm and
friendly welcome and tell visitors important information about their visit.
If you are interested in joining the team, come and find out by popping in for a
cup of tea and a chat at one of our drop-in days in the Brewhouse at
Chastleton on Saturday 14 April, Sunday 29 April, Wednesday 9 May
or Thursday 24 May all at 1–4pm.
Alternatively you can send an email to
chastleton@nationaltrust.org.uk, speak to one of the team on
01608 674981 or head to the National Trust volunteering website
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/volunteer
Brian Clapton
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Spring is here and so our thoughts are turning to Vaasa, Finland – a town over 1000
miles away on the Baltic Sea, which pupils in Year 6 visit each year. For the past 11
years we have had a special relationship with a school there: Vasa Övningsskola.
Each spring we host their students, and they host ours.
This year’s Finnish group – ten children and four staff – have just returned home
after a busy five-day visit here. We hosted them in school and in family homes. We
also took them to visit Oxford, Stratford-on-Avon, London and Blenheim. Our group
– 13 children and three staff – are waiting excitedly for their own trip to Finland in
May. Each pupil here gets a chance to take part once, usually in Year 6, and our
fundraising makes this almost entirely free for every family.
We held a very exciting Book Fortnight this spring, which combined celebrations of
World Book Day – where there was lots of dressing up as our favourite book
characters – with a brilliant Tempest storytelling workshop, and follow up work on
this Shakespeare classic. The highlight of the Book Fortnight was a trip to Stratford
for Years R-4. Exploring Mary Arden’s farm, visiting Shakespeare’s Birthplace and
following an exciting Town Trail provided our children with a fantastic day!
Years 5 and 6 could not take part in this exciting visit as they were in Dorset on a
wonderful five day residential trip, during which they gained confidence on a
challenging Low Ropes course, enjoyed an exciting archery experience, cooked their
own lunch and visited a local dairy farm!The children also enjoyed pond dipping and
fossil hunting as well a terrific barn dance!
Other recent highlights include a Learning Walk carried out by The School Council.
Our student council spent time observing learning and behaviour in each classroom,
and gave a detailed and overwhelmingly positive report on their findings to school
governors.
We were delighted when we were invited to spend a day at Tudor Hall School in
Banbury in February. Six Year 5 pupils enjoyed a day there, working with staff from
the National Youth Choir. Families came to join us for an end of day concert which
was enjoyed by all.
Anne Hewett

73

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The St Peter’s 100 club has now got a full complement of 100 members. Thank you
everyone who has become a member, we will now be raising the maximum amount
for the church. The following are the results of the latest draws:
January:
£100: D Cantrell / £25: D Billington / £25: D and J McGill
February: £100: B Ormerod / £25: E Macleod / £25: P Bassett
Mark Taylor, 730089

COW LANE MEADOW
Once again it has been brought to my notice that the field is again being abused by
some dog walkers. These thoughtless people are depriving many of the pleasure
they have walking there. Please clean up after your dogs. The field will be closed for
a while until it recovers.
Mary Powell

NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
At the time of writing, the results of the Floodlit Banbury
league matches are: The A and B team are 3rd and 4th in
Div 1; the C team is 4th in Div 4. The summer matches are
now under way.
Junior coaching April 2018 – May 2018
Day

Time

Level

Age

Session

Cost per
session*

Tue

4.30-5.30pm

Tots

03-May

Tots 1

£2.50

Tue

5-6pm

Mini Red

05-Aug

Mini Red 1

£5

Thu

4.30-5.30pm

Mini Green

10

Mini Green 1

£5

Fri

5-6pm

Junior

11+

Junior 1

£5

Fri

6-7pm

Junior

11+

Junior 2

£5

Sat

9-9.30am

Tots

03-May

Tots 2

£2.50

Sat

9.30-10.30am

Mini Red

05-Aug

Mini Red 2

£5

Sat

10.30-11.30am

Mini Orange

08-Sep

Mini Orange 1

£5

Sat

11.30am-12.30pm

Junior

11+

Junior 3

£5

Sat

12.30-1.30pm

Mini Green

10

Mini Green

£5

*These prices are for
tennis club members.
The Tots and Mini Red, the
Mini Orange, Mini Green
and Junior sessions are
now under way.

As a club we welcome youngsters at any age; fun coaching sessions run all through
the term.
Events: A mixed fun tournament is being held in April, and a ladies’ fun tournament
will take place in July. A men’s doubles tournament will happen around September.
Tribute to Steve Turner by Sean Callery: Steve Turner, who lived in Beanacre, Hook
Norton at one time, died in February. He was a member of Hooky tennis club for a
long time, playing club nights and for the A and B teams. I got to know him when
we organised weekend social tennis, which we jokingly called Saturday Club. I
started calling him 'El Presidento' and he used the name to sign off emails. Steve
was a private man, but he liked a joke, and was very chatty in the car when he
gave me a lift home, often talking about tennis or Leicester City football club. A lot
of us shared a hit with him over the years, and his death is a sad loss.
Cardio Tennis: Sessions are held Wednesday evenings 7–8pm.
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Tennis details: 01295 265085 / 07930
406015 / baselinecoaching@outlook.com. To play in a team or for more information
contact Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons1@aol.com, or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hooknortontennis.com
Elaine Priestley
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APRIL/MAY VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS
Tuesday
10:00 AM
Font Café
St Peters
Tuesday
7.00 PM
Hooky Harriers
Sports & Social Club
Tuesday
8:00 PM
Ladies Social Badminton
Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9:00 AM
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Primary School
Wednesday 10:00 AM
Still Waters Cafe
Baptist Hall
Wednesday 10:00 AM
Health Walk
Doctors’ Surgery
Wednesday 3:30 PM
Jam Club
Primary School
Thursday
10:00 AM
Ladies Social Badminton
Memorial Hall
Friday
9:15 AM
Friday Toddler Group
Baptist Hall
Saturday
10:00 AM
Font Café
St Peters
'* - All Yoga & Pilates: check latest timetable on Fran Kirk's web site (www.frankirkyoga.moonfruit.com)

BECOME A BEEKEEPER
Several residents in the parish are amateur beekeepers and members of Shipston
Beekeepers Association – a very amiable and knowledgeable group of people who
meet regularly to discuss bee-related matters. The association is running a twoday, ‘Introduction to Beekeeping’ course, led by David Blower, chair-elect of
Warwickshire Beekeeping Association and one of the country’s leading qualified
Master Beekeepers, with a very relaxed and accessible teaching style. If you are
interested in the subject, I thoroughly recommend the course. 21/22 April;
Stretton-on-Fosse Village Hall; £50/head (couples £80) inc. light lunch. Full details
from David or his wife Margery: 685918, margeryblower@gmsail.com, or
www.sbka.org.uk/category/news/, or from me!
David Jones, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

SPECIFIC EVENTS - APRIL
Date Day

01
02
03
07
09
11
11
11
11
12
12
14
17
17
18
18
20
21
21
21
23
25
25
25
26
26
26

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

Time

Event

10:00 Easter Praise Morning Worship
Easter Monday Bank Holiday
19:30 Local History Group
19:00 Hooky Movie Night - Never on Sunday
19:30 Lunar Society
14:30 Reading Group
14:45 Stories & Crafts (4-8yrs)
18:00 Open Tap Take Over
19:00 Garden Club Show Registration
09:00 Rhythm Time Music
19:30 Parish Council Meeting
14:30 Garden Club Spring Show
14:00 WI Meeting
19:30 Hook Norton Low Carbon
15:00 Tea and Cake at the Library
19:30 Garden Club - Craig Blackwell
17:00 Junior Book Club
15:00 FOHNS Bingo
19:00 A Night at the Races
19:30 Brass Band Concert
St George's Day
14:00 Craft & Chatter
15:30 Lego Club
20:00 Hook Norton Allotment Association Meeting
09:00 Rhythm Time Music
10:30 Carry on Learning
19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together

Location

St Peter's
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
The Sun Inn
Library
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
Memorial Hall
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Baptist Hall
Brewery Malthouse Kitchen
Library
Memorial Hall
Library
School
Sports & Social Club
St Peter's
Library
Library
The Sun Inn
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - MAY
Date Day

01
01
02
03
05
07
09
09
10
10
12
12
14
15
16
16
18
18
20
23
24
26
28
30
31
31

Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Saturday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Friday
Friday
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday

Time

19:30
15:30
07:00
19:30
14:30
18:00
09:00
19:30
09:30
19:30
14:00
15:00
19:30
17:00
14:00
09:00
15:30
10:30
19:00

Event

FOHNS May Day Celebration
Local History Group
Lego Club
Local Elections
The Pete Watkins Originals Concert
Early May Bank Holiday
Reading Group
Open Tap Take Over
Rhythm Time Music
Annual Parish Meeting 2018
Hook Norton Oil Syndicate Order Deadline
Library Book & Plant Sale
Lunar Society
WI Meeting
Tea and Cake at the Library
Garden Club - Hilary Twigg
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
Junior Book Club
FOHNS Bike & Bake/Garage & Carboot Sale
Craft & Chatter
Rhythm Time Music
Primary School Half Term Holiday
Spring Bank Holiday
Lego Club
Carry on Learning
Incredible Edible Get Together

Location

Baptist Hall
Library
Memorial Hall
St Peter's
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Library Yard
The Sun Inn
Baptist Hall
Library
Memorial Hall
Library
Library
School Study Centre
Library
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if
possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council
issues. Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk
Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council
charges for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths,
wall units, sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of
charges at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste
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