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FROM THE EDITORS
This is definitely our ‘goodbye to
summer 2017’ edition, even if I’m sure
there are still plenty of warm autumn
days to come. A lot of our
contributions look back on the wide
variety of activities that have taken
place in the happy days of high
summer, including the debut of our
new roving Newsletter reporter
Bethan Lowe, welcome Bethan! Watch
for her contributions in the coming
editions. I thought this picture,
contributed by Ali Rodwell (many
thanks), somehow captured that
sentiment very well.
This edition’s cover photo is from the
forthcoming book about the History of
Hook Norton, which is featured on our
centre pages.
David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748,
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

3

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising -  Rod Fenwick
advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Page Layout John McCormick
Copy Editor David Jones   737748
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Distribution M Sean Coleman - 07970 516463
Proofreading Kerrie McCormick
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter  737391
Directory Diana Barber  737428
bar4ber@gmail.com

ADVERTISING RATES
SIZE MONO COLOUR
Third Page £15 £25
Half Page £20 £35
Full Page £35 £70
10-15% discount for annual subscription
Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
Lane, Hook Norton OX15 5NX or put in our
postbox in the village shop.

NEX T ISSUE: DECEMBER
COPY DATE: FRI 17TH NOVEMBER
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.

Find us on the web at
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From the Registers
Sadly we report the death of Barbara
Stockford (aged 92 years), formerly of Hook
Norton. On behalf of the village we send
condolences to their families and friends.
The wedding of Mark Andrew Huckfield and
Daniel Louise Whiteford, both of Banbury, took
place at St Peter’s on 4 August. We wish you
joy and congratulations; also to William Jacob
Harris, son of Jasmine and Timothy Harris,
and Jarrod Craig Brind, son of Leanne and
Adrian Brind, who were baptised at St Peter’s
on 20 August and 10 September respectively.

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:

July: £100: C Town / £25 P Hamilton / £25 J Page
August: £100 A Abbott / £25 A Taplin / £25 G Usher

Mark Taylor, 730089
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BRASS BANDS OF THE PAST – 1886 to 1962
In 1886 a group of villagers and men building the railway formed what became Hook
Norton Brass Band. It appears the Bell Inn was the base for the Band, offering the
Club Room for practice and, of course, the Railway navvies gathered here because
James Harris, publican and brewer, was providing some of their food and lodging.
James Harris also had a son John who later became bandmaster.
Up to the establishment of the Hook Norton Band, the village had to rely on a Band
from another area for its various events, particularly on Club Days. In 1862 it was the
Shutford and Bloxham Brass Band; 1872–1875 Banbury Britannia Brass Band; 1884
Kay's Brass Band, Banbury; and 1885 Shutford Brass Band.
So in 1886 the village formed its own Brass Band and one of the founders was villager
Henry Busby. It would appear that music ran in the Busby family as Henry's
grandfather Benjamin played the Clarinet in St Peter's Church ensemble in the 1800's.
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BRASS BANDS OF THE PAST – 1886 to 1962 (contd)
From photographs taken over the years we know the band was an integral part of
village life and was always the centrepiece on Club days, flower shows, jubilee
celebrations, coronations, St Peter's day, May day and of course Armistice day. In the
early days, of course, a Brass Band was one of the only ways villagers could hear
serious music.

By 1894 the Hook Norton Brass Band was sufficiently established that it too went on
the road playing at other village events in the area including Wroxton, Bloxham,
Enstone, Adderbury and Swerford, as well as our own village events.

By the 1920's the band began entering band competitions, perhaps the most
prestigious being the Oxfordshire and District contest held in July each year. In 1928
Hook Norton Brass Band, under conductor John Harris, entered two sections: 'Waltz'
with test piece Fascination, and 'Section 2' with Recollections of Verdi. The Band was
placed 4th in each category, not a bad result for a first attempt! In 1929 they were
unplaced but in 1931 came 3rd in the 'Section 3' with Echoes of Mendelssohn.

There was at least one other Brass band in the village, for example the Wesleyan
Mission Band, but little information about it has been found so far.

After the Second World War, brass bands generally suffered; music was now more
readily available in the form of the wireless and the gramophone. For Hook Norton
Brass Band there were, of course, fewer village events at which to perform; long
finished were the Club days, and St Peter's Tea had also finished by this time.

In the 1950's the Band was nevertheless kept busy with remaining events, including
the flower show and village fetes – plus of course the Coronation – and was always
in demand at other local village events.

The decade also saw the first female members, when Joan Reeves and Maureen Bolton
joined the line-up and, after many years playing in the band, I'm proud to record that
my father Leonard Tobin became Bandmaster in 1962. The Band of course still thrives
to this day. James Tobin
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THE HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES
A Newcomer’s Perspective
The Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales, or ‘Hooky Beer Fest’ as it’s affectionately
termed, is twenty four this year. Not an auspicious number all told but it happens to
be exactly the same age as I am and, as a newcomer to the village and the illustrious
Hook Norton Newsletter, it seems fitting that my first commentary on the comings
and going of Hooky, is a story that spans my own lifetime.
In 1993 a group of friends from Hook Norton attended a beer festival. The ale and
the atmosphere were both verging on flat. In the pursuit of a cold beer they ended
the evening at a British Legion, discussing all the ways in which they could do better.
James Clarke, now managing director of the Hook Norton Brewery and a man who
knows his way around a good ale, was one member of the group and took the time
recently to tell me the whole story.
The Festival of Fine Ales was born that year; a small affair in the garden of the Pear
Tree. Forty beers were donated and the company was small but select. It was a D.I.Y.
job at the start; the kegs were wrapped with wet sacks to keep them cool, and the
stands for the beer were home-made constructions of imaginatively arranged
scaffolding. At one point in the evening, due to wet ground and an underestimation
of the weight, they began to sink into the grass. The numbers only grew, however,
and by 2009 the Hooky Beer Fest had outgrown the Pear Tree and moved to its current
venue.
Since its inception, James Clarke has focused the Beer Fest on fundraising for
Bloodwise – or Leukaemia Research as it was known back in 1993 – in honour of his
sister who tragically passed away from leukaemia in 1986. In 2016 the Festival raised
an astonishing £25,000 – a figure that I, personally, can’t get my head around,
considering there are only two and a half thousand people living in Hook Norton.
Either you are all very generous or you all have a lot of friends!
Today the Hooky Beer Fest hardly resembles the garden party it once was. It has
evolved into a fully-fledged festival with all the trimmings from good music to pop-up
food stalls (surprisingly fine value by the way: I enjoyed fish-and-chips at a very
affordable price). Like that perfect level of innocent jollity that comes from a couple
of good pints, the atmosphere this year was all warmth.
And that’s what has struck me since moving to Hooky: the warmth. There’s a flavour
of community spirit that came out particularly strongly at the Festival of Fine Ales; a
feeling of family and the bubble that rises to the surface when a group of people
gather together with a determination to have fun. It is a rare enthusiasm, which
enables a small village at the edge of the Cotswolds to have, not just its own brewery,
but an entire festival to celebrate it. Next year’s date is in the calendar and I look
forward to another memorable evening of great food, even better company and of
course, a pint of Britain’s finest.

Bethan Lowe

UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE
Forthcoming talks:
Wednesday 4 October: Anney Harris (co-founder of the Beatrix Potter Society) –
a talk about Beatrix Potter (more than just an author of engaging children's books:
artist, scientist, and conservationist).
Wednesday 1 November: Charles Darwin, given by Anthony Benn.
Both at the Methodist Hall, Chipping Norton at 2.30pm.

Dr Martin Davies, for the U3A Committee
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk

Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
Our third outside visit of the summer was to Ball Colegrave, who have a nursery at
Milton, near Adderbury and, despite the showery conditions, the colourful borders
looked resplendent. This company supply and develop plants for other nurseries and
the establishment is not normally open to the public. Our final visit this year was to
Waterperry Gardens near Wheatley for their Michaelmas daisy event (16 September).
Our Autumn Show took place at St Peter's Church on Saturday 9 September and,
although the number of entries was down, there was still a fine display. Visitor numbers
were also influenced by the heavy showers on that particular afternoon. The indoor
meetings resume at the Memorial Hall on Wednesday 18 October, with a talk given
by Chris Day of Buckingham Garden Centre on the care of houseplants. The year will
conclude with our AGM on Wednesday 15 November – again at the Memorial Hall –
where members can enjoy wine cheese and mince pies. Plans are already in train for
our 2018 events.

Show Results - Cup winners

Phil Knights -     Highest Points Gentleman Peter Arnold - Comrades Cup
Debenham Cup     Highest Points Lady  Ally Goff
Rose Brown Cup     Highest Points Child  Tabitha Dennick
Edge and Bolton Cup    Highest Points Section B Ally Goff - Floral Arts
WI Cup       Highest Points Section C Ally Goff - Homecraft
President’s Cup     Winner Class 1, Section A Anthony Wyatt
Brewery Cup     Photography    Bethan Dennick
Diploma in Hort.     Section A     Anthony Wyatt
Diploma in Fl. Arts    Section B     Ally Goff
People's Choice     A Piece of Embroidery  Teresa Forrest

(Thanks to Sian Arnold for the tabulated results and Bethan Dennick for the photos)

Brian Griggs, 737458
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HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
As some of you are aware, playgroup temporarily moved to the
school this summer holidays, while the council did some much
needed work on the building. We would like to thank the school for
allowing us to carry on providing this invaluable service, and hope
we didn’t make too much noise during this normally peaceful time! We would also like
to thank everybody who helped us move in and out of playgroup, and the Murray
family for storing all the equipment. The council re-plastered the inside walls, and Roy
gave the cloakroom and all the woodwork in the classrooms a fresh coat of paint. It
looks amazing and we have re-designed the layout with a revamped home and book
corner. We are in the process of making an area with a fire pit, where we look forward
to being able to cook sausages and roast marshmallows, and a woodwork area where
children can use real tools – so look out all you carpenters in the village, there is
competition on its way in the not too distant future! We are installing lights outside
so that the playground and back garden can be used in the evening. This means
out-of-school children will be able to enjoy outside activities all year round. Some
forthcoming events…
Halloween Disco at the Sports & Social Club; 6–9pm Friday 27 October. Hotdogs
and burgers will be available!!
Xmas Fayre at playgroup; 2–4pm Sunday 26 November; if anyone is interested in
having a stall please contact me at playgroup.
For more information check out our Facebook page, our website –
www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk – or contact me directly

Julie Riley, Manager, 730560

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Friday 27 October, 6.30–9pm
Hook Norton Sports & Social Club

HOTDOGS & BURGERS
PRIZES – for the best fancy dress & carved pumpkin

£5 Family Ticket
…available from the Playgroup or the Sports & Social Club
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
Hooky 6 2017, in August, was our most successful summer race in all its 32 years.
Around 350 runners took on the two lap course, the weather was kind and the goody
bags well-laden. Our grateful thanks to all our sponsors: Hook Norton Brewery, High
Profile Products, Chipping Norton Co-Op, Banbury Bowen, Neville Melhuish Motors,
Urban Element, Kopyrite, TY Cycles.
A huge thanks to all Hook Norton residents for their patience, we appreciate your
support.

It's been a very busy summer for many Harriers competing in various events
around the country. Northampton, Dorset, Wiltshire, Devon, Staffordshire and
New Forest, where 10ks, half and full marathons have been achieved. Three
teams enjoyed a relay race at Sudeley Castle with a Japanese theme, using a
sash called a Tasuki as a baton. Two teams
took on a 12-hour relay race in July with a
squeaky pig as a baton! Something for
everyone.
Anwen and Jess took a trip to Switzerland
at the beginning of this month for the Half
Marathon des Cotes de L'Orbe – selflessly
taking on the challenge of vineyard stops
along the way for wine and nibbles. Well
done ladies!
We continue to grow as a Club. We meet
at HNS&SC on Tuesday at 7pm, so please
do come and join us; you are very
welcome. We love our running but
very much enjoy the social side
too.
Our next race is the Christmas Canter on Sunday 17 December, please see our website
for details: https://www.hooknortonharriers.org.uk/our-races/
For any general enquiries, please contact me.

Sandra Heryet, secretary@hooknortonharriers.org.uk

Lisa, Lisa and Simon enjoy the Cider Chase Half-Marathon
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY – 12 NOVEMBER 2017
Benefice of Hook Norton with
Great Rollright, Swerford
and Wigginton.
This year’s Service of
Remembrance will be held
on Sunday 12 November at
St Peter’s Church, Hook
Norton. The procession will
depart from The Green at
10.30am with the service in
the Church commencing at
10.45am. There will be a
rehearsal at St Peter’s on
Friday 10 November at
6.00pm. Any new groups
wishing to take part in the
Flag or Wreath Presentations
should contact me. For any
other information, please
contact The Rev John
Acreman, 737223.

Barry Lennon, 730567

‘And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds.’
With thanks to James Tobin for the photograph.

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
Email: hnppg@internet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days Times Costs
Breakfast Club Monday–Friday 7.30-9am £3.00 per hour

Morning Playgroup Monday–Friday 9am–12 noon £16.00
Pick Up from Nursery Monday–Friday 11.30am £2.50
Lunch Club Monday–Friday 12 noon–12.30pm £2.50

Take to Nursery Monday–Friday 12.30pm £2.50
Afternoon Playgroup Monday–Friday 12.30–3.30pm £16.00
Pick Up from School Monday–Friday 3.15-4pm £2.50
After School Club Monday–Friday 3.15–6pm £5.00 per hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2010
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY

Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.

Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG

01295 265424

Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes
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2�� HOOK NORTON RAINBOWS
PLEASE HELP: Our Rainbows are in need of your support

It is with regret we announce that, unless additional adult support can be
found, our Rainbows will stop in December. We are looking for adult volunteers
to become members of Girlguiding and take up the helm – to keep the unit open –
along with other volunteers to provide ongoing adult support, to ensure the unit
meetings can take place safety. The local guiding family is keen to meet and discuss
this opportunity with any interested parties, and will happily help you to understand
all about Rainbows.

If you are available to provide support now or before the end of the December term,
there would be an opportunity to work with our current leaders which would help to
support a smooth transition.
To give you a taste of what we do this term the Rainbows are looking forward to a
range of activities including a visit to the National Herb Centre; a visit from Dogs for
Good with one of their dogs in training; a trip to Morrisons, to learn about how the
fruit and vegetables get to our table; and a talk from 1st responders. We will also be
doing lots of crafts and team games. Please do think about helping these Rainbows
continue the exciting time they have in Girlguiding. If you would like to find out more
about the Rainbow unit, please contact either one of us or Julie Wood on 07982 757412
or juliedwood46@gmail.com

Jacqueline Barnett and Sophie Kilmister
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HOOK NORTON WI
The summer break from our regular meetings seems to have rushed
by and we are now ready for more interesting talks etc.
During the summer break we went on an outing to Evesham. We
stopped at The Valley for coffee and shopping, and then on to
Evesham. When we arrived we boarded a boat and had a lovely
cruise down the river. The weather was very kind to us as it was
sunny and dry. After the cruise we were able to wander around
Evesham at our leisure. Some sat and had cream teas, others
walked up to the Abbey and some went around the town.
In August we had our annual garden party, hosted by Margaret Gardner. Again, we
had a lovely sunny afternoon to sit and chat and enjoy the lovely food the committee
provided.
At our September meeting the speaker will be talking about the London Underground.
On 17 October Peter Preece will present a talk entitled ‘Every Picture Tells a Story’.
The meeting will be in the Baptist Hall at 2.00pm. Visitors welcome.
On 19 October we will be having our Bring & Buy Sale in the Baptist Hall, starting
10.30am. We will be serving tea, coffee and cakes. Please come and join us.

Doreen McLaughlin

LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793 hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Opening Hours: Monday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm*

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm   (*volunteers only)
Friday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am – 12.30pm

What’s was on at Hook Norton Library in August:
This year, 95 children from four different schools completed the Summer Reading
Challenge at Hook Norton Library, and I awarded their gold medals and certificates
at schools on Friday 22 September. Well done to all the junior readers who took part.
We are planning to start a Lego club at Hook Norton Library this autumn. Donations
of used Lego will be gratefully received. That said, Health & Safety guidelines for used
children’s toys stipulate they must be in good, clean condition. With the Seymour
family Lego, I found a soak in the sink or placing them in a mesh washing bag and
putting them through the washing machine or dishwasher, worked a treat.
18 October: Tea & Cakes with the Friends of HN Community Library, from 3pm
18 October: Family History Helpdesk from 2.30pm
The Friends of Hook Norton Community Library have generously donated £300 towards
new books for the library. Thank you; this will be a welcome boost to our stock
selection.
We plan to offer a children’s October half-term story-time – please visit the library
website for more details nearer the time – and are also hoping to be in position to
launch the Lego club in October; watch this space.

Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager
[I am currently reading “Golden Hill” by Francis Spufford]



20



21

HOOK NORTON NETBALL TEAM

Come and join the Hooky netball team.
We train once a week and play matches on a Sunday morning. Everyone is welcome;
we currently have an age range from 14-65; all abilities are welcome.
Training: Monday 8–9pm, Chipping Norton Leisure centre. You are more than
welcome to just do the training and not play in matches. It’s a great way to do a bit
of fitness with some giggles.
Matches: Sunday mornings in term time. Anyone that turns up gets a game once
you’ve affiliated. Please contact me for more information

Michelle Holdsworh, 07739 231402

Looking for gifts? Find them at the
22nd Annual

HOOK NORTON
CRAFT FAIR

SATURDAY 4 NOVEMBER
10 am – 5 pm

Well established event with
High quality handmade crafts
Offering unique ideas for original gifts

40 stalls
In St Peter’s Church

Enq: janhugs19@gmail.com or 01608 737900
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We supply pubs, restaurants, hotels, schools, sports clubs with quality meat and daily delivery.

1 Heath Court • Queen Street • Hook Norton • Banbury • Oxon • OX15 5EG

Quality meat competitive prices
Email: info@hooknortonbutchers.co.ukCall: 01608 738373

OPENING TIMES:
Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 7.30am - 5.00pm
Saturday: 7.30am - 3.00pm
Sunday: 10.00am - 1.00pm

Like us on
facebook for
latest offers

We also provide pig roasts for any

occasion & supply trade orders

Contact us today or pop in to discuss
your requirements further.

PIG ROAST

PIG ROAST

TALK TO US ABOUTYOUR SUMMERPARTY OUTDOORCATERING

• A wide selection of joints, cuts & steaks of all kinds

• Many flavours of homemade sausages & burgers

• Fresh ready to eat homemade deli produce & cheeses

• An assortment of homemade pies & ready meals

• A range of homemade gluten free products

• We make the best pork pies around
• Wild venison & game when in season

• Refrigerated delivery service

Traditional friendly butchers
serving premium quality
local meat and much more...

Enquire about prices
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CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
One of the local veterinary surgeries is collecting items for homeless dogs and cats.
If you have any of the following to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old
dog leads - collars - blankets -towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts -
spare food - chews - brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date
wormer/flea treatments - toys - cat carriers etc. Anything you think would make
an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier. Anything not suitable will be divided
between the PDSA and Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury. If you care to give me
a call, I will be happy to deliver them.

Hilary Wiseman, 737374

SAFARI SUPPER 2017
[This replaces the article printed in the
August edition – apologies; Kevin]
On mid-summer Saturday, 110 people took
part in the 2017 Safari Supper, with most
safari goers joining in with our summer
solstice theme.
This year we welcomed 24 people on their
first time safari, many being newcomers to
the village. Some previous devotees were
not able to make it this year, but most
missed were Kate and Dave Randall, who
have been such loyal supporters of these
suppers since they started in 2010.
After a welcome return to The Sun for our
canapes and fizz, we then dispatched
everyone to the 14 host houses where they enjoyed a main course. With lasagnes
and raclettes, and pork, cod and salmon dishes, nobody was disappointed!
After a little over an hour, new dispatch instructions were announced and everyone
set off to find their dessert course provided by one of the 14 pudding hosts. Here,
everyone was presented with either 2, 3 or 4 choices of the most mouth-watering of
desserts, with cheese and biscuits provided as an added extra by many hosts! Most
people made it back to the Sun for a nightcap, well several actually – and we hear
tell of a number of poorly heads on Sunday morning.
We have received so much positive feedback that everyone thoroughly enjoyed the
evening, which is 50% of the reason we do it. The other 50% is about fund raising
for local causes. We are able to announce that this year’s proceeds of £1700 is being
split evenly between Hook Norton Primary School and Hook Norton Sports and Social
Club; both donations are being given for projects in memory of Kate Randall, and we
have asked each beneficiary to commemorate her in some way.
Finally a huge thank you to everyone for making this event such a success, hosts and
guest alike.
Look out for the announcement of the next Safari Supper in 2018!

The Safari Supper Team
(Becky Robertson, David Cooper, Jo Green, Kevin Hope)
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.

As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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SWERE VALLEY SENIOR SECTION
INTERNATIONAL
ADVENTURES
We are both
members of
Girlguiding in Hook
Norton, and last
November got
selected to represent
Anglia region on two
international trips:
Amy to Mexico and
Eleanor to Nepal.
Nepal
On 22 July this year,
I embarked on an
amazing adventure to
Nepal with eight
other girls and three
leaders from around
Anglia region.
Our first week was spent at a local school, painting classrooms to make a better
learning environment and
adding educational
murals to make the
classrooms a fun place to
be.
The second week was
spent working with the
children in the school: we
gave each child a
toothbrush to keep, and
taught them a song to
sing while brushing their
teeth, so they know how
long to brush them for.
This was a really
rewarding week, as we
got to see the children
grow in confidence and
develop their English
skills. It was quite
emotional saying goodbye, as they thanked us with a cultural dance performance and
a Nepal flag pin badge.
When not in school, we explored Kathmandu, and took weekend trips to Pokhara and
Chitwan National Park. Buddhist temples, are one of the main attractions, and I
became obsessed with the beauty of the prayer flags, one of their defining features.
On a jeep safari in Chitwan we saw amazing wild animals – so very different to the
major cities of Kathmandu or Pokhara.
A huge thank you to everyone who helped me with my fundraising for this trip; it
made my trip seem even more special!
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Mexico
On 31 July I boarded the plane for Mexico City with a group of girls from across the

Anglia region. Within
a day of arriving at
our hotel – a 5-
minute walk from the
Angel of
Independence – I
had been on a bus
tour of Mexico City,
visited the
M e t r o p o l i t a n
Cathedral and
enjoyed an authentic
Mexican lunch.
We visited the
famous pyramids of
Teotihuacán, which
were enormous, and
it was really
interesting to hear
the history behind
them. We then

travelled, via the Xochimilco Floating Gardens, to Our Cabaña (one of the five Girl
Guiding world centres). We
slept in dorms and our life
at the centre included a
Mexican game with the
other groups staying at
Our Cabaña; many other
games big and small;
singing songs around the
campfire and making
smores. We joined Our
Cabaña’s 60th anniversary
fiesta, which included
activities such as salsa
dancing, piñata and lots of
food.
During our time at Our
Cabaña, we took part in a
service project with children from the local orphanage and community between the
ages of four and eleven. They came to play sports such as tennis and football and we
also organised activities for them such as parachute games and making pipe cleaner
animals. They were so friendly and were keen to test their English (as well as our
Spanish!). As well as the service project, we got the opportunity to visit a couple of
local towns where we were immersed in the local culture.
I couldn’t have wished for a better experience or a better group of people to go with.
I was so lucky to have been selected to go and I would recommend international
selection to anyone in guides and senior section.

Eleanor Taylor and Amy Richardson
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:
Emma Kane, Chair  Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair Allison Hicks
Brian Griggs    Nathan Matthews   Charles Henderson
Kate McCall-McCowan* Derek Brotherston*   Danny Duggan*
Janeen Wilson*   Diana Porter*    (*Co-opted)
External Audit of Parish Council Accounts 2016/2017: External auditors BDO
LLP certified the Parish Council accounts for 2016/2017 on 28 August 2017, with no
matters arising. The Notice of Conclusion of Audit will be displayed on the Parish
Council noticeboard and on the website from 14 September until the end of the month.
Memorial Hall: A new cooker, crockery and cutlery have been purchased for the hall.
The chairs will either be cleaned or replaced, depending on cost. The heating will be
set at 21 degrees C over the winter; the overhead heaters must be used for any
additional heating requirements. The electricity meter for the overhead heaters has
been adapted to accept the new £1 coin (the remote control is situated on the hall
wall outside the gent’s toilets). Minor repairs to the interior and exterior of the hall
have been addressed. A double glazed window in the lobby has been broken by persons
unknown. Tree works have been carried out in the grounds and the bed of nettles
eradicated. Councillors have agreed that the hire fees should be increased to £25 per
hour from 1 October 2017 (reduced to £12.50 per hour for local residents).
Station Road Nameplate: Cherwell District Council has been asked to provide a
street nameplate on Station Road.
Charges for DIY Household Waste at Household Waste Recycling Centres:
From 1 October 2017, Oxfordshire County Council will be charging for the disposal of
non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths, wall units, sheds, fences,
plasterboard and tyres) at all its recycling centres. Details of charges can be found at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk

BREWERY BARM
We are proud to announce that we have picked
up a few awards recently…
World Beer Awards: UK and World’s Best Rye
Beer: Red Rye;
UK Best English Brown Ale: Old Hooky; UK Pale
Ale Bronze Medal: Playing Hooky
International Beer Challenge: Old Hooky: Silver; Red Rye: Silver;
Twelve Days: Silver; Hooky: Bronze; Playing Hooky: Bronze.
Meanwhile, the expansion of the visitor centre kitchen and restaurant is on track and
scheduled to open end of October.
The Castle: The brewery’s first site in Oxford city centre, The Castle, built in 1892,
has been refurbished and is due to re-open on 22 September.
Dates for your diary
Oktoberfest: 6 and 7 October, 7–10pm;
Christmas Market: 1 December, 6–10pm
Open Tap: 11 October, 6–9pm and 8
November, 6–9pm, the latter including short
comic sketches performed by Banbury Cross Players.

Mark Graham, 737210
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Member of the Society of Will Writers and The Professional
Association of Legal Services.

Whether you want a Standard Will or a Protective Trust Will, we can help you, in
your own home, at a time to suit you.

Very experienced Estate Planning Consultant resident in Middle Tysoe.
Our central Legal Department is headed by a Trust and Estate Planning expert with

other specialist lawyers available within the Group.
Central operation supported by a local consultant ensures very professional

documentation at prices which are extremely competitive. Complete customer
confidentiality at all times.

Just Wills & Legal Services specialises in Wills, Trust Wills, Lasting Powers of
Attorney, Probate....

For a company brochure/further information contact:
Marcus S Lymbery Aff.SWW
Tel. 01295 680828 Mobile 07775 758972
Email: marc.lymbery@gmail.com
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
The summer may be over but it is still something of a shock that the first play I see
advertised in today’s newspaper is an RSC production of Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’.
As it is a new adaptation by David Edgar it should be good and provide a fine piece
of Christmas theatre – it begins on 27 November.
On Sunday 15 October at Chippy Theatre, there is a play, ‘Private Henry Tandey’, that
tells the fascinating story of the most decorated British Soldier of WWI who, with a
single shot, could have changed world history. One actor and three musicians tell
Henry’s incredible story.
At Northampton’s Theatre Royal we have a Pinter masterpiece: ‘The Caretaker’ – here
we sense the desire to belong in a world where the line between truth and reality is
constantly in flux, and no one can better portray the paranoia of living in that
ever-changing landscape than Pinter (17-28 Oct). Last time, I mentioned ‘Wipers
Times’ at Oxford – if you missed it there, you can head for Cheltenham’s Everyman
between 13–18 Nov. WWI again but this is the story how two soldiers, on finding an
old printing press, created a subversive and very funny newspaper for the troops.
‘Driving Miss Daisy’, at Oxford Playhouse (30 October–4 November), is equally
appealing and funny, even though touching on prejudice, inequality and civil unrest;
it stars Sian Phillips and Derek Griffiths.
At The Mill, Banbury Cross Players are also heralding Christmas with Ayckbourn’s
wonderful ‘Seasons Greetings’ – a perfect preparation for those family gatherings
(8-11 November). Incidentally enthusiasts from BCP are also performing two sketches
at the Open Tap at the Brewery on 8 Nov – not strictly ‘on stage’ but sure to be fun!
The Royal Academy steal the Art limelight with two Exhibitions: ‘Matisse in the Studio’
has proved very popular – understandably so – and runs to 12 November. Then there
is the first comprehensive survey of the work of Jasper John for 40 years (to 10
December). Its ambiguity – not least his flag, number and target motifs – allows each
of us to have our own subjective interpretation of his imagery; he himself avoided
simple soundbites to explain himself.
A real ‘must’ is ‘El Greco to Goya – Spanish Masterpieces from the Bowes Museum’.
This is at the Wallace Collection, London, and is an impressive collaboration between
London and the North-East (it runs to 7 January).
Finally, a mention of a small gallery, The Swindon Museum and Art Gallery, which is
showing, to 18 November, ‘The Lie of the Land: Exploring Modern British Landscapes.’
From their own collection of British artists, it promises interesting and varied examples
of this most powerful and atmospheric theme in art.
And so to Music – there are some powerful concerts in Birmingham; the CBSO playing
Shostakovich’s Twelfth (11 October) and Symphonic Dances from the Mariinsky
Orchestra (12 October) or wait until 17 November for the BBC Scottish Symphony
Orchestra with Beethoven’s Third (Eroica).
At the Butterworth Hall Warwick, The Halle provide Ravel (both Rapsodie Espagnole
and Bolero), Debussy (Rhapsody for Clarinet – Sergio Castello Lopez – clarinet) and
Elgar’s Enigma Variations (on 2 November).
As ever, the Banbury SO come in strongly at Deddington Church on 25 November
with a ‘Russian Spectacular Concert’, featuring Rachmaninov’s 2nd Piano Concerto with
Madalina Rusu as the soloist.
On reflection, despite all this Russian music, I don’t think I can miss out the St
Petersburg Symphony, also at Warwick, on 15 October. Alexander Dmitriev conducts
and Peter Donohoe is at the piano for Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No 4. This
fabulous music is supplemented by Mussorgsky and Rimsky Korsakov so it is a night
to savour. John Wheatley
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037

C W SMITH
Builders

Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations

Property Maintenance

Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders

Website: www.cwsmith.builders

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON

Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill

Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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THE RECTOR WRITES
A Season of Remembrance
After I’ve sent this piece off to our wonderful Hooky
Newsletter Team, I will start putting together next week’s
Harvest Festival Service; always a fun time of thanksgiving,
celebration, generosity and delight in our Creator God’s
gracious provision. But, as the Harvest gifts and offerings
are then distributed to those less fortunate, an act which
perhaps prompts us to reflect on situations that are far from
celebratory, it seems as if we move into a more sombre
season of remembrance.
With the days shortening and the shadows lengthening,
along comes Michaelmas; traditionally a time to remember
that after a time plenty, rents and tithes and taxes had to
be paid. And after the frivolity of summer, it was time to knuckle down to academic
study, or prepare for the challenge and hardships of winter.
We then come to All Saints and All Souls tide, at a time of the least hours of daylight.
Yet as lights shine in the darkness so, for many, our thoughts turn to remembering
those whom we love but see no more. Traditionally, these commemorations were,
and I think still are, reminders that because of the hope given to us by the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus, those whom we have lost still rejoice with us, but upon
another shore and in a greater light.
As our thoughts move on, Poppies appear, and continue to symbolise the poignancy
of this season, in much the same way as they did a century ago. Previously beautiful
countryside that produced glorious harvests had been blasted, bombed and fought
over, time and time again. The landscape was turned to fields of mud, bleak and
barren, where little or nothing could grow. However, bright red Flanders poppies were
delicate but resilient flowers, and they grew in their thousands, flourishing even in the
middle of chaos and destruction. Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday starkly
impress upon us the need to reflect upon the tragedy of war; certainly not to glory in
it, but to seek ways of forgiveness, reconciliation and peace… and now would be a
very good time to do that!
Therefore, all of us need a ‘Season of Remembrance’. A time to be still, to stop, think
and reflect. A time to put aside any prejudice or preconceived ideas. A time to quietly
listen to others, even if we do not like what they say. Most important of all, a time to
listen out for what God might be saying. If you don’t listen out for him, then you will
not hear Him. So can I encourage you to use this run-up to the sheer expectation and
joy of Advent and Christmas, to find time for remembrance and reflection, so that you
may re-connect with the sure and certain hope that our gracious loving God has set
before us. The following events at St Peter’s may help you to do that:
Sunday 1 October 10am: ‘All-Age Michaelmas Service’.
Sunday 29 October 10am: ‘All Saints and All Souls-tide Holy Communion’ with
Lighting of Votive Candles.
Saturday 11 November 10.50am: ‘Armistice Day’ Act of Remembrance.
Sunday 12 November 10.47am: ‘Service of Remembrance’ in St Peter’s Church,
preceded by a Parade from The Green, moving off at 10.30am.
For full details of all that’s going on – and not just in the church building, but in various
places around the village – see our Notice Boards, visit www.stpeters-
hooknorton.org.uk or contact one of us: Lay Minister, Janet Collins, 737081;
Churchwardens, Mary Powell, 737463; Mark Taylor, 730089.

John Acreman, 737223, john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com
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DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk

bridalwear

Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges

KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Ah, the great British weather… When I wrote my piece for the last edition of the
newsletter we had been experiencing a long period of extremely dry weather, about
which I commented and, by the time the August edition went to print, the rain had
arrived… And, it seems, it’s almost not stopped raining since! It's that time of year
when the trees are turning many shades of beautiful colours before shedding those
wonderful hues into our gutters and gardens. And they are also running down our
lovely village lanes and blocking the surface of the drains. Now, I'll do my best to
encourage each one of you lovely villagers, who are physically able, to keep an eye
on the gully drains near your homes and, if necessary, shovel away any build-up of
leaves and debris – as the council will only tend to drains that are completely blocked,
and you wouldn't wish to be flooded out because the cover near your home was
obstructed, now, would you?
I managed to plant out a few flowers from this year’s seeds but, unfortunately, not
as many as I would have liked, because the ground was just too hard and dry. But
many thanks to Mavis Thomas for the seeds she gave me, and Tim and Trish Lunel
for the boxes of wild flower seeds which I will, hopefully, scatter in the spring – and,
of course, Fred Dore, in Banbury, who passes on all his excess seeds to me. Also,
thank you to Michael Collier who has now voluntarily resumed care of the little triangle
of green outside the Pear Tree. And thank you to everyone else who is contributing,
in their own personal way, be it large or small, to improving the look and feel of this
lovely village. If everyone, who was able, looked after their own immediate space,
and contributed in some small way to their environment, what a beautiful world it
would be.
I was very blessed one day, recently, when I set off on a litter-pick with a very small
litter bag (mainly due to the high winds) and, whilst out, found an unused charity sack
still in its (mostly) sealed, muddy sleeve, which I stuffed into my small bag. Nothing
unusual there, except that then, further on my walk, I started to find lots of plastic
bottles and drinks cans – again, not that unusual, so I utilised the charity sack for
them. And then I found a dumped pile of glass beer bottles! So I ended up with a very
full charity sack. And then, as I came back through the playground, almost the only
‘litter’ I found was a large, green umbrella, with a tear in it; almost immediately, the
Heavens opened and the rain came down in a deluge! So I used the umbrella to keep
me dry across the playground and whilst sorting the recycling! And then, just as I was
heading home, the rain stopped – so the umbrella was no longer required and I was
able to put it in the bin! There are days when things really do go my way! Anyway, I
just thought I'd share that little blessing with you all. Happy autumn, everyone. See
you around, I hope.

Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Another busy year: the 2017 Band Tour visited Tatton Park, Lytham St Annes and
the Blackpool Winter Gardens in July. An excellent time was had; in addition we've
played at many local functions.
The Autumn Concert is on Saturday 14 October at St Peter’s Church, 7.30pm; free
admission; collection for charity at the end; raffle – and refreshments as always
available. I've no idea as I pen this note what the programme will be! Shaun no doubt
has it all planned out; how exciting!

Martin Quartermain
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING
The order book is now open for pork from
our remaining pigs. We have held our prices
at 2016 levels, which we feel offers good
value for locally sourced meat from pigs
whose welfare has been paramount in our
operations.
If you would like to place an order please
could you contact me, preferably by email.
However, orders can be placed, during
office hours, by phoning 730930 –there is
an answerphone if I am not around. If you
order by email please could I have your
contact details - address and phone
number. More information about the group
and its aims can be obtained from Bethan
Dennick on 07882 751264 or by email
dennickfamily@me.com.

David McGill,
scotlandend@btinternet.com

[Thanks to Jay Gowin for the photograph of – last year’s – pigs, and friend. Ed]

HOOKY PLAYERS TO STAGE ROALD DAHL STORY
Early next year, Hooky Players will be
performing a terrific stage adaptation of
Roald Dahl's much loved children's novel,
'George's Marvellous Medicine', which
relates the extraordinary events that occur
when a grouchy granny visits her family who
live on a remote farm.

The play isn’t a traditional pantomime but
it’s still great family entertainment with all
the ingredients necessary to keep panto
enthusiasts happy. There’s spectacle,
comedy, magic and music, plus plenty of
opportunity for audience participation. You
will be perfectly free to yell, ‘It's behind you!’
and ‘Oh no it isn't!’ etc. should the mood take
you.

Rehearsals have already begun in
preparation for performances in the
Memorial Hall: Thursday, 1 February to
Saturday, 3 February, 2018.

Alasdair Brown



40

Here at Tadmarton Heath Golf Club we
have a firm belief that the juniors are
the future of the sport. Therefore we
are trying to get as many children to try
the game out, we run a weekly coaching
session on a Saturday for beginners and
more advance juniors and we also run
coaching camps throughout the school
holidays. These coaching camps are a
great way for your children to learn the
basics of the game, meet new children
of similar ages and most importantly...
HAVE FUN!!

If any of this is of interest to you then
please don’t hesitate to contact us by
calling the Pro Shop at 01608 730047
and ask for Will!

Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
ü Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
ü Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
ü Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
ü Specialist Letting and Management service.
ü Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
ü Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.
Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,

call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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BANBURYSHIRE ADVICE CENTRE
Founded by Andrew Willis and run by the Banburyshire Citizen Project charity, the
Banburyshire Advice Centre offers information and advice about welfare benefits, adult
education and careers (but not legal or debt advice) and other general information,
aiming to promote good health and well-being and relieve poverty and those in need.

Contact details: 01295 279988, helpdeskbancp@yahoo.com,
www.banburycp.moonfruit.com. Drop-in advice and pre-arranged appointments in
Banbury, along with home visits in some circumstances, are all available.

Sue Coltman

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:

Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday

Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The opening meeting of our 2017/18 season was very well attended. Our speaker was
Antonia Catchpole who gave a very interesting talk on the beginning of development
in Chipping Norton.

This month's talk on 3 October will be a complete contrast as we welcome Katherine
Bradley. Katherine will be speaking about how differing dress movements came to
Oxford. The shortened title is “No Corsets!”

May I remind everyone that during the months of October to December our meetings
will be in the Baptist Chapel rather than the hall, as Alpha Course meetings will be
taking place in the hall. Meetings will still start at 7.30pm.

For further information about the group please feel free to contact me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

ANNUAL MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Following the huge success last year, we have secured the church for the
annual  MacMillan  Coffee  Morning  on Friday 6 October, which is a week after the
‘official’ Macmillan Coffee Morning; 9–11.30am.

Please make a note in your diary. We hope to have the usual Christmas cards on sale,
together with coffee and cakes and a raffle. If you are able to donate any raffle prizes
or cakes, please let me know before the day, or bring them to the church on Friday
6 October.

Look forward to seeing you at this village Macmillan Coffee Morning event.

Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com
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Email: mariaduval231@gmail.com
Tel: 01608 730 456

Mobile: 07948 538 614

For help and initial consultation contact
Helga Maria Disney
Psychotherapist & Counsellor

Over 20 years experience in the NHS and private practice. UKCP & MBACP accredited.

Worried? Life Getting Too Much?
Do you need help with any of the following?

• Relationship difficulties
• Divorce / separation
• Bereavement

• Family issues
• Low self esteem
• Life changes
• Trauma
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HOOK NORTON APPLE DAY
We will be running the fifth Hook Norton Apple
Day at the Pear Tree car park on Saturday
14 October, 12–4pm. Admission is free and
all are welcome.
The idea is to promote the use of apples and
apple trees around the village (we also include
pears but that makes for a long and confusing
name!) We collect apples over the week
leading up to the event and store them in
containers in the Pear Tree car park. We have
our own press so we pulp and press the apples
and sell the juice in one and two litre
containers. If you have spare apples you are
welcome to deposit them at any time.
Alternatively, you can bring along a bag and
we can pulp and juice your own apples for a
small fee.
As you may know, if you leave apple juice
under certain conditions you can end up with
cider, so we will be selling demi-johns with
bubblers so you can have a go at making your
own – and there will be some home-made

cider from last year’s juice for sale. For those of you that may consider yourselves
cider aficionados, we have cider tasting challenge in which you try to identify six
separate ciders. Also look out for a BBQ selling hot dogs (to clear the palate!) and a
range of stalls offering cakes and children’s games, such as apple bobbing and longest
apple peel – so bring the family along.
If anyone wants to help with the apple picking the week before, or one of the stalls
on the day, please contact us via our Facebook page www.facebook.com/HNAppleDay/
or email me directly.

Hugh Robertson, bell.hill@tiscali.co.uk
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46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB

Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner

Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

www.hancocks-legal.co.uk
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
In the last few weeks we have been active in pruning trees, and cutting back brambles.
This has revealed a couple of headstones that have been hidden for a number of years.
Unfortunately, there are no discernible markings identifying who these stones
commemorate.
This is the time of year for planting spring bulbs and if anyone has some spare for
planting in the cemetery or along Tite Lane they would be appreciated.
If you have visited the cemetery recently you may have noticed that the borders in
the unused part of the cemetery have been cleared of vegetation as it is hoped that
we will be able to plant an appropriate hedge in due course.
One of the issues that we have had in the past was waste being put in the wrong bins.
I am pleased to report that this is now less of a problem than it was, and thank you
all for making this happen.

John E Blackham

HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
Looking forward to 2018

The 22nd annual Hook Norton charity
music festival dates are
Friday 6 July and

Saturday 7 July 2018
At The Hook Norton Brewery

The Annual General Meeting and donations evening for the Hook Norton Charitable
Association is on Wednesday 29 November at The Hook Norton Brewery Visitor
Centre at 7.30pm – all welcome.
If you would like to support our village music festival, get involved or just make
comments, please come along. You can also contact us via our website
(www.hookymusic.co.uk) or send an email directly to me.

Pete Watkins, petewatkins4@aol.com

Renowned across
Europe for Early
Music, PIVA roll
the clock back to
the Renaissance
in a show “The
Flower of all
Cities” especially
arranged for
Swalcliffe which
will take us on a
musical tour of 16th Century London.

Bar with beers and wines, doors open 7:00pm.   Meet the BAND
Tickets are £14.  Early-bird bookings before 7 October only £13

Go to www.swalcliffe.org now for more info or for card payments
Or phone 01295 788127 after 25�� September for card payments.
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OSCAR’S BIRTHDAY BASH & HOOKY’S BIG PICNIC

We were very lucky with the weather, and had a good turn-out, with plenty of cakes,
ice creams, beers and lovely music. The children all had fun, most of them getting
wet in the process! After all the money from the day – and also the Just Giving page
– was totalled we managed to raise a brilliant £657.16!

Thank you so much to everyone who came, and to all those who helped to make the
afternoon such a success. Oscar would like to extend a personal Thank You to you for
his birthday presents and well wishes.

Lindsey Bennister, Chief Executive of Sarcoma UK sent us this message: ‘We’re very
grateful for the incredible £657.16 raised from your event. It’s going to make a big
impact. From funding our Support Line to ensuring sarcoma researchers can continue
their ground-breaking work, your donation is really transforming the lives of people
affected by sarcoma.’

The Hawthorne Family

01295 788845
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the summer Banbury league
matches: The A team was 4th in Div 1; the
B team was 2nd in Div 3; the C and D
teams were 1st and 5th respectively in Div
5. Floodlit matches have now started –
we have 3 teams.

Junior coaching Tuesday 12 September to Saturday 21 October 2017:

As a club we welcome
youngsters at any age; fun
coaching sessions run all
through the term.

Events: A men’s tournament
was jointly won by Matt Dennick
and Ross Macrae. A mixed pairs
tournament was held on 23
September.

Cardio Tennis: Sessions are
held Wednesday evenings 7–
8pm.

Contact Marc Gilkes for
Coaching/Cardio Tennis de-
tails: 01295 265085 / 07930

406015 /
baselinecoaching@outlook.com.
To play in a team or for more
information contact Sue
Glasson, 730880,
merrymoons1@aol.com, or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocia
lclub.co.uk or
www.hooknortontennis.com

Elaine Priestley

Day Time Level/Session Age Price per week
Mon–Fri 9–9.30am Tots 1 3–5 £16.25 or £12.50
Mon–Fri 9.30–10.30am Mini Red 1 5–8 £32.50 or £25

Mon–Fri 10.30–11.30am Mini Orange 1 8–9 £32.50 or £25
Mon–Fri 11.30am–12.30pm Mini Green 1 10 £32.50 or £25

Mon–Fri 12.30–1.30pm Junior 1 11+ £32.50 or £25



52



53

AGE UK – BENEFIT CLAIMS
Many over-65s are struggling financially
but are not claiming benefits to which
they are entitled.
Penny Thewlis, Chief Executive at Age UK
Oxfordshire, said: ‘It is shameful that
despite millions of older people struggling
financially, around £3.5 billion in money
benefits remains unclaimed every year when this extra income could make a huge
difference to their lives. We would urge anyone who is worried about their finances,
or an older family member or friend, to get in touch with us for free, impartial
information and advice.”
To find out if you, a friend or a relative could be missing out on an entitlement please
gather some details regarding income and capital then contact Age UK Oxfordshire’s
information and advice helpline on 0345 4501276.

Vibeke Kristensen-White, Age UK Oxfordshire
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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WILDLIFE NOTES
Thanks to all of you who have sent in your contributions. Where to start? Let's start
with birds. Ironstone Hollow seems to be a hot bed of avian activity. Residents Bob
and Carol Mills have had a variety of species on their feeder including young
goldfinches. Woodpeckers continue to be seen and heard around the village as have
bullfinches.

A flash of blue is sometimes the only clue you get
with a kingfisher sighting. One was seen recently
by the pond behind Ironstone Hollow. Birds of
prey are fairly common in the skies above Hooky,
but when they attack and eat their prey in your
garden then that is much more interesting as
Aileen Watson noted recently.
Moving on, sightings of muntjac wandering along
the village streets are becoming a more regular
occurrence. Wendy Gordon of Osney Close saw
one walk past her house. Not content with
muntjacs by her house, Wendy also saw a young
adder on her travels – thanks for the photograph.
A grass snake on a compost heap has been seen
by Martin Baxter who also saw a horsehair worm.
Insect sightings in recent weeks have also been
reported. Gayle Woods had a hummingbird
hawkmoth on a buddleia in her garden, while Ian
Buchanan sent me a photo of a vapourer moth
caterpillar.
Hedgehogs are increasingly being seen in the
area. Phyl Barton saw one in The Butts one
evening. Finally, on my way towards Sibford

Ferris recently I saw a family of weasels cross the road in front of me, all in ‘line
astern’.
As usual please continue to send me details of your sightings in order that they may
appear in future editions of the newsletter.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON
STOP PRESS: Please do visit the HNLC web site to see what people have suggested
at our AGM on 28 September on what community housing is most needed in Hooky
www.hn-lc.org.uk/hooky-car-club.

Tim Lunel

HOOKY CAR CLUB
Car hire on your doorstep in Hook Norton
Hooky Car Club is the village car share scheme, owned by
the community, with three cars in Hooky, including one
all-electric Renault Zoe. You can join Hooky Car Club for a
month, and pay just £5 plus usage fees, so a trial is cheap
and you can find out if it fits with your own transport needs.
If you are interested in using an electric car but don't think
it would be viable to own one, you can use ours for those shorter journeys for shopping,
work and leisure journeys to Oxford, Stratford, Burford and even further afield.
All our cars are greener that the average car so you can help the environment while
enjoying cheap motoring. Hiring our electric car is even cheaper than hiring our
waste-oil-diesel powered cars so why not give it a go!
If you have a biodiesel compatible diesel car, we've also got a great deal on our
community waste oil biodiesel located at the Brewery - it's currently just £1.05 per
litre, and emissions are a fifth of normal ‘mineral’ diesel/petrol – so a win for your
pocket and the environment! All the details are on the Hook Norton Low Carbon
website: www.hn-lc.org.uk/hooky-car-club.

David Newton

HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
We welcomed back all the children, and said hello to several newbies from different
schools as well as new Nursery children. They all look so smart and grown-up in their
new school uniforms!
We are now offering the 30-hours funded places in our Nursery for working parents,
where we provide a stimulating, safe, warm environment led by trained teachers and
Nursery Nurses. Please come and visit if your child is eligible.
We are celebrating receiving the International School Award from the British Council,
in recognition of our international partnerships and global learning.
This is a prestigious badge of honour for schools that can bring an international
dimension to teaching and learning. The assessor said in her report:
 “This is a very good application…exceptional Swedish partnership…subjects are closely
linked to give the children the best quality learning possible…a fine mixture and good
balance (of activities)…very struck by the Hook Norton French Book Project.”
The children are all starting their new ‘Big Question’ topics, such as ‘Would a lion prefer
to live in England or Kenya?’ (I am not sure about the lion but I know where I prefer
him to live….!)
We have signed up for The Daily Mile, with our Y5 children running a mile a day –
which is, conveniently, five laps round the field and playground. We have the Silver
Sportsmark Award, but now we are going for Gold!
We believe in a wide and varied curriculum, but we underpin that with thorough
learning of the basics. Our end of year results were fantastic – all year groups that
undertook statutory tests and checks did better than national averages in every
subject; we are very proud of the children’s achievements.

Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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OCTOBER/NOVEMBER VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS

Monday 10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
Tuesday 9.30 AM Yoga (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 6.30 PM Pilates (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots Primary School
Wednesday 10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes (term time only) Memorial Hall
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Thursday 9:00 AM Rhythm Time Music  School Study Centre
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 9.30 AM Pilates (term time only) Memorial Hall
Saturday 9:00 AM Men on mats: yoga + mindfulness class Uplands, Down End
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 6:30 PM Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall

SPECIFIC EVENTS - OCTOBER
Date Time Day Event Location
01 15:30 Sunday Hooky Alternative Race for Life The Sun Inn
02 19:30 Monday Lunar Society The Sun Inn
03 19:30 Tuesday Local History Group Baptist Hall
06 09:00 Friday MacMillan Coffee Morning St Peter's Church
06 19:00 Friday OKTOBERFEST at the Brewery Hook Norton Brewery
07 19:00 Saturday OKTOBERFEST at the Brewery Brewery
07 19:00 Saturday Hooky Movie Night - Manchester by the Sea Memorial Hall
08 10:00 Sunday Classic Car, Bike, Scooter & Vehicle Meet The Gate Hangs High
11 14:30 Wednesday Reading Group Library
11 18:00 Wednesday Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
11 20:00 Wednesday HN Allotment Association Meeting The Sun Inn
12 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
12 19:30 Thursday Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
14 12:00 Saturday Apple Day The Pear Tree
14 19:30 Saturday Brass Band Concert St Peter's Church
17 14:00 Tuesday WI Meeting Baptist Hall
18 15:00 Wednesday Tea and Cake at the Library Library
18 19:30 Wednesday Hook Norton Garden Club Memorial Hall
19 10:30 Thursday WI Bring & Buy Baptist Hall
20 17:00 Friday Junior Book Club Library
21 19:00 Saturday Hooky Movie Night - Rams Memorial Hall
24 19:00 Tuesday Hook Norton Knitting Group Baptist Hall
25 14:00 Wednesday Craft & Chatter Library
26 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
26 10:30 Thursday Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
26 19:00 Thursday Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
27 18:30 Friday Halloween Party Sports & Social Club
30 19:00 Monday Local History Group - Book Launch Baptist Hall
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - NOVEMBER
Date Time Day Event Location
04 10:00 Saturday Craft Fair St Peter's Church
06 19:30 Monday Lunar Society The Sun Inn
07 19:30 Tuesday Local History Group Baptist Hall
08 14:30 Wednesday Reading Group Library
08 18:00 Wednesday Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
09 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
09 19:30 Thursday Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
11 19:00 Saturday Hooky Movie Night - The Draughtsman's Contract Memorial Hall
12 10:30 Sunday Service of Remembrance St Peter's
15 15:00 Wednesday Tea and Cake at the Library Library
15 19:30 Wednesday Hook Norton Garden Club AGM Memorial Hall
17 17:00 Friday Junior Book Club Library
18 19:00 Saturday Ladies Night Out in aid of Cancer Research The Sun Inn
21 14:00 Tuesday WI Meeting Baptist Hall
22 14:00 Wednesday Craft & Chatter Library
23 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
25 19:00 Saturday Hooky Movie Night - Macbeth Memorial Hall
26 14:00 Sunday Playgroup Xmas Fayre Playgroup
28 19:00 Tuesday Hook Norton Knitting Group Baptist Hall
29 19:30 Wednesday Charitable Association AGM Brewery Visitor Centre
30 10:30 Thursday Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
30 19:00 Thursday Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
01 18:00 Friday Brewery Christmas Market Brewery

ENCORE!
One autumn evening twenty years ago, a dozen singers were to be found cosily ranged
round Richard and Dorle Emms’ sitting room in Shipston, learning a 16th century Mass by
William Byrd. On Tuesday evenings now, double that number gather in the Catholic Parish
Hall to sing a repertoire of music across five centuries. Having been asked to sing the Mass
at St Edmund’s Church, Richard brought together a small group which has now grown to
an adventurous choir, celebrating those 20 years with a special concert in October, entitled
‘Encore!’ The singers have chosen 20 favourite pieces to sing, together with some of Three’s
Company’s most delicious readings. There are treats in store for all – sacred and secular,
moving and amusing, joyous and deep-feeling, with music across the centuries and styles,
on Saturday evening, 14 October at 7.30p.m. in St Edmund’s Church, Shipston, including
part of the original Byrd Mass. Do come and share the joy that Cantamus has in performing
music encompassing spirituals, folk songs, anthems, and madrigals from Bach to modern
composer Lauridsen, via Purcell, Rachmaninoff and Cole Porter. Richard, the choir’s director,
never fails to delight and stimulate both his choir and audience. Tickets £10 – from Clarke’s
Electricals, Shipston, or on the door. Students and accompanied children, no charge. Please
contact me with any queries. Yvonne Ridley, 01789 269587

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County Council on
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970; Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899; Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main contact
for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council issues. Alternatively,
contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
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COTSWOLD CARRIERS REMOVALS LTD
Removals – Storage – Haulage

· Local and long
   distance moves
· Regular London

trips
· No job too small

(man/van service)
· Full and part-loads

to Europe
· Containerised
    storage
· Experienced and helpful staff
· Specialists to the antiques trade

Tel:  01608 730 500
Email: enquiries@cotswold-carriers.co.uk

The Sidings, Station Road, Kingham, OX7 6SX
www.cotswoldcarriers.com
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Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV

See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation

or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
for availability and price list.

The outside facilities in both villas are
superb.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,

sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
     mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the

outdoor kitchen. Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
carolinecatling@btconnect.com

Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

10% Discount
Voucher

Available October half
term.

Most dates in 2018
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