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FROM THE EDITORS
Our Bramley Seedling was profligate
this year, provoking a blackberry hunt.
This in turn prompted me to rehearse
for our children the old country saw –
first told to me by my grandfather –
that brambles must be gathered
before Michaelmas, for that night the
Devil would make his rounds and spit
on them, ruining the flavour. (Actually,
me being a child, this was a sanitised
version of the way he usually told the
tale!)

‘What and when is Michaelmas?’ came
the obvious retort, leaving me
floundering and flannelling a little
about ‘Christian festival’ and ‘probably
around the equinox’.

Then I remembered that Grandad – a
tenant farmer who climbed ‘the
farming ladder’ in an age when that
was still possible – would speak of
Michaelmas and ‘Lady Day’ in the same
breath, as the days on which the rent
was due.

At this point I resorted to Google, to
learn that indeed Michaelmas is a
minor church festival of 5th century
origin, on 29 September, but also that I had managed to remember merely two of
the four ‘quarter days’, the others being Midsummer Day (24 June) and Christmas
Day.

Lady Day occurring on 24 March, the year is thus more-or-less quartered by days that
combine religious, astronomical and legal significance (even today they are rent days
in many farm tenancies, and Lady Day was the start of the tax year until the Gregorian
calendar shifted it to 6 April).

A line in Wikipedia alerted me to a surprise that Grandad never spoke of: the existence
of ‘cross-quarter days’, not quite half-way through each of the quarters: Candlemas
(2 February), May Day (1 May), Lammas (1 August) and All Hallows (1 November).

Here a host of traditions become blurred and intermingled. Overlaid on (or by) the
Christian festivals are the superstitions of Halloween; fertility and green men on May
Day; the magical properties of Lammas bread; and the eight-point ‘wheel of the year’
observed by modern Pagans and Wiccans. Plenty of research to keep me amused on
a cold afternoon between Christmas and Candlemas (when the next newsletter is
due!), after a second helping of apple and blackberry sponge.

Seasonal good cheer to all our readers from the newsletter team. Thanks to Bethan
Dennick for the Guy Fawkes fireworks cover photo.

David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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HOOKY DOES GREASE
On Saturday 16 September  Hooky most

certainly did
Grease, despite the
inclement weather
on the day. There
were  a number of  T-birds, pink ladies, Dannys and
Sandys  adding to the atmosphere, and Hook Norton

Brewery also  added their
little bit of ‘Summer Lovin’
to help boost everyone's
spirits.  It was brilliant to
see the true British spirit
in play with brollies and
gazebos shielding the
fantastic groups of people
who were determined to
attend, thankfully the
downpour dissipated just
as the film began.
The outdoor screening of
the classic film was a huge
success, raising nearly £3,000 for the Sports and Social Club.
Thank you to all of our sponsors and volunteers who helped ensure that this was a
great village event.

Adrian White, Hayley White, Carley Lambourne,
Chris Wilson, Janeen Wilson

5



6

01295 788845

ONE TO ONE CRAFT COURSES FOR ADULTS
Learn to create beautiful gilded illuminated letters using real gold leaf, learn to needle or wet

 felt to make 3D models or pictures, or learn to make 3D sugar models to decorate cakes.

Great Christmas Gift!  10am – 3pm £65 each course including materials.

Based in Swerford. Tel 01608 737313 or email janeabbott099@gmail.com. for details.
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LIGHTING HOOKY STREETS

Nowadays we take it for granted that street lights will automatically come on when it
gets dark and then go off again later when it gets light; this situation is of course very
different from when the village streets were first lit in the winter of 1898/99!
It was John W. Harris's proposal to provide lighting that was passed in late 1897, and
a Village Lighting committee was formed to make decisions on such things as funding,
installation and maintenance of the scheme. The original proposal was for the
installation of 28 lamps but in the end only an initial 14 were ordered from J. Mawle
& Sons, Banbury in November 1898.
The sites chosen pretty much followed the main road through the village from East
to West, the first lamp being on East End corner, near to East End Farmhouse, and
the last on the triangle by the Pear Tree pub. Also included were lamps sited at Down
End, Down Town, Brick Hill and the Wheatsheaf pub.
The Lamp Standards were painted chocolate brown colour at the base and white on
the upper section. George Hone was our first Lamplighter at 1/- (5p)1 per night and
also he was to provide the oil at 6d (2.5p) per gallon. During the summer months the
lamps and glass were to be removed, cleaned, and stored in the old engine house.
Lighting up time was initially set at one hour after sunset and extinguished typically
at 21.30, with a proviso that lamps would not be lit if there was a full moon.
To fund the scheme land and property rates were set to yield around £50 per year.
Every year tenders were put out for Lamp Lighter, the buying of Oil plus things like
repainting the lamps. The rate was also reviewed on an annual basis.
Inevitably, there was occasional damage; we find in January 1901 that Mr R. H.
Collett's horses and wagon broke the lamp at Scotland End. He was of course charged
the £2-8-0 for the repair! Later on, Mr A. Timms’ horse and cart damaged the lamp
on Mobbs corner and Mr Harvey's horse and wagon from Rollright damaged the one
in the Nettings near the Police house.
In December 1903 Thomas Pargeter became Lamp Lighter at 2/- (10p) per night, for
the now 23 lamps, and would carry on in the job for the next ten years.
In September 1909 we find the Lamp in Mobbs Lane being moved, to stop boys using
it to get over the wall into Mr Grove's orchard! The First World War found the streets
in darkness once more to comply with blackout requirements, although those lamps
outside places of worship continued to be lit.
In the late 20's electricity came to the village, and in 1931 poles were being erected
that would eventually be used to site electric lighting. In April 1934, sites for 18 electric
street lamps were agreed, and these would be lit during the coming winter months.
So ended the era of oil street-lighting in Hook Norton. James Tobin
1 Around £25 in current value, by my calculation – Editor
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COTSWOLD CARRIERS REMOVALS LTD
Removals – Storage – Haulage

· Local and long
   distance moves
· Regular London

trips
· No job too small

(man/van service)
· Full and part-loads

to Europe
· Containerised
    storage
· Experienced and helpful staff
· Specialists to the antiques trade

Tel:  01608 730 500
Email: enquiries@cotswold-carriers.co.uk

The Sidings, Station Road, Kingham, OX7 6SX
www.cotswoldcarriers.com
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REMEMBRANCE AND REFLECTION
Despite the smart new estates
amongst the old Cotswold-stone
houses, and the polished tarmac
roads that cross between their
more pot-holed counterparts, Hook
Norton is a village filled with
echoes of the past. While London
spreads its influence past the M40
and out into the quiet countryside,
it seems more important than ever
to cling to the few things that seem
quintessential, not just to country
life, but to Hooky. The dray horses
delivering to the local pubs; the
elegant silhouette of St Peter’s and
the Baptist Church that has stood for over three centuries; the Cotswold-stone
buildings that seem to have been carved from the valley rather than added to it; and
the familiar shadow of the brewery towers that so many generations have walked
beneath.
This Sunday last, the village seemed more steeped in memory than usual. It was
Remembrance Sunday. My family and I were driving to the Baptist Church for the
service and had forgotten that there would be a procession in the streets. We stopped
the car and watched several groups of people, converged as one for the occasion,
march towards St Peter’s in honour of our soldiers who fought for our freedom in the
Great War and all others who have fought since. As I listened to the brass band, and
watched servicemen march past, and saw the intense concentration on the faces of
the younger Scouts, trying their utmost to keep in step, I couldn’t help but think about
what the same procession must have been like almost one hundred years ago, when
the horrors of World War One, a war of which no one had seen the like, were still
fresh. Or after the Second World War, when parents who had lost children, widows
mourning their husbands and children who would never know their fathers, walked
towards St Peter’s to lay down their wreaths. I am the fifth generation after the First
World War; my great-great grandfathers fought in the trenches, and yet the immense
sacrifice it took to ensure my safety and freedom, the sacrifice still freely given by
men and women today, is so easily forgotten in the mundane details of the everyday.
Even though it’s only one day in the year, and even though the echoes of war seem
so distant to most of us now, it felt right to be reminded that the liberties and comforts
I enjoy came at a price.
Just to be able to admire at the cloudy morning sky behind the church, to hear the
brass band play into the winter air, felt like a privilege when I remembered what it
had cost for me to be there. When weighed against the lives laid down in the past
century, it seems a poor exchange, but those who have fought and died, and those
who fight still, have never asked more from us than to remember, each November,
in silence, the sacrifice of life given so that – generations after the first world war –
we are still living in freedom and in peace.

Bethan Williams
[Erratum: My apologies to Bethan, to whom I gave the surname Lowe in the last
edition; my mistake entirely. David, Editor
Thanks to Emma Kane for the picture of cloudy sky]
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FIRST AID LIFE SAVER
I wanted to share this lovely letter received by Oliver Fox, who grew up in Hook Norton
and is now Sales and Marketing Director at Formula Fast Indoor Karting.

The letter speaks for itself and, as well as being a fabulous good-news story, it serves
as a timely reminder of the importance of keeping your first aid knowledge up-to-date.
Would you have known what to do? Well done Oliver!! (Please note that Oliver and
his parents, typically modest, were not planning to share this - so I'm doing it because
it needed to be shared!)

Gill Begnor
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WILDLIFE NOTES
As I write this on a wet early November afternoon, it is hard to believe that this will
be the final Wildlife Notes of 2017. Where has the year gone? We have had one hard
frost already this month, I wonder what the rest of the winter holds for us?
Thanks to all of you who have been in touch with
details of your observations. Gayle Woods' sighting of
a hummingbird hawkmoth mentioned in the last
newsletter prompted Imogen Sears, a young girl living
on the outskirts of the village to let me know that she
had seen one in her garden.
Terry Swainbank continues to send photos of unusual
creatures that find their way into his garden. The
photograph of the Merville du Jour moth is a case in

point. A hornet recently landed close to Jay Gowin.
Fortunately she had her phone with her so she was able to
send me this
photo.
Finally in the
s u b m i t t e d
p h o t o s
category, Rai
Wahlen sent in
a beautiful
image of what,
I believe, is a

yellowtail moth caterpillar. However, please
feel free to correct me if this is wrong!
Birds of prey are common around Hooky so it is no surprise to see buzzards on a
frequent basis. However, one morning whilst walking my dog I noticed a buzzard on
the ground in the paddock with the pigs, who were watching it suspiciously. An unusual
sighting was recently made by Ian Taylor whilst driving near Traitors Ford. Ian saw a
Reeves pheasant which is an ornamental variety compared with the ‘normal’ ones that
we all see in the area. From memory, is there not someone on the fringes of the village
who breeds other varieties of pheasant?
Various mammal observations are commonplace in this column. One evening whilst
driving down South Hill I saw two foxes crossing the road about 400m apart. On
another occasion I also saw a muntjac cross Netting Street and wander through the
Baptist churchyard.
Finally, whilst not really wildlife material, readers may wonder who to contact if farm
animals have escaped from their fields and are on the road. Gill Geering experienced
this back in the summer when she saw three sheep on South Hill. Gill sought the
advice of Thames Valley Police (TVP) who told her that if livestock are on a road and
very likely to cause an accident you should call 999 immediately. The police have a
mapping system so once they receive a call of this nature advising the location of the
livestock they can locate the owner and ask them to collect the animals.
In a similar vein, I am sure that all of us have seen roadkill by the side of roads as
we drive or walk by. TVP indicated that it is usually the council who deal with this;
however, if they are in the middle of the road and are likely to cause an accident, then
a 999 call should be made. Thanks to Gill for finding this out for us all.
As usual please send me details of your sightings and photographs.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV

See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation

or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
for availability and price list.

The outside facilities in both villas are
superb.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,

sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
     mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the

outdoor kitchen. Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
carolinecatling@btconnect.com

Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

10% Discount
Voucher

Available October half
term.

Most dates in 2018
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING
We have now completed our fifth year of raising pigs in the paddock near to the
allotments. As ever, we are grateful to Paul and Lesley Reynolds of Magdalen Lodge
for letting us have this space on their land, and for their enthusiastic support. This
year, in addition to the remaining founder members, we welcomed several new
members and their families, all of whom enjoyed looking after the pigs.
Eight rare breed-cross pigs were raised this year, with the final batch going off for
slaughter at the beginning of November. Those who bought pork from us have been
pleased with their purchases. As with all ventures, we strive to produce a good product,
and this year's meat was no exception.
Our aim is to rear locally sourced pork from pigs whose welfare is our prime concern.
We feel that by having rare breed varieties we can produce pork that is full of flavour
compared with commercial breeds – which, of course, are also reared on a far larger
scale.
The paddock is now empty over the winter months; however, the time for searching
for new piglets for the 2018 season will come round all too quickly. If you would like
more details about the group and its aims please contact Bethan Dennick, 07882
751264, dennickfamily@me.com.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The 2017/18 season is now one third of the way through. So far we have had talks
ranging from Chipping Norton's development, to changes in women's dress style, to
Don Ratcliffe revisiting the ‘Mad Houses’ of Hook Norton. I'm sure many readers feel
that their house qualifies as one of the latter but Don's talk was about the historical
mad houses and not any in the village from the present!
Our speaker this month is Deborah Hayter who has given talks to us in the past. Her
subject this time is ‘How Enclosure changed Oxfordshire's Landscape’. Owing to the
Alpha Course running in the Baptist Hall, this meeting will be held in the chapel itself
starting at the usual time of 7.30pm.
On 2 January we return to the Baptist Hall, when our speaker will be Hooky resident,
John Wheatley. This is where the writer holds his hands up to make an apology about
John's subject matter and his error in the programme, and on notices in strategic
locations in the village. I heard it was about the Stevensons and, as a Scot, I thought
that it would be about Robert Stevenson who was a well-known builder of lighthouses.
However, it is about the Stephensons – George and his son Robert – who were behind
the early development of railways in England. At least I got the christian name correct!
As usual, meetings are open to members and visitors and start at 7.30pm. For further
information about the group please contact me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

FROM THE REGISTERS
Sadly we report the death of Cedric DeCourcey Taylor, aged 86. On behalf of the
village we send condolences to his family and friends.
The following were recently baptised at St Peters:
Alice-Anne Moira Houseman, daughter of Leon and Louisa-Anne Houseman;
Eugenie Belle Hollingdale, daughter of Alexander and Annabel Hollingdale
We wish you joy and congratulations.
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C W SMITH
Builders

Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations

Property Maintenance

Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders

Website: www.cwsmith.builders

DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk

bridalwear

Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges

KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
“If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need.”
The words of Cicero in the first century BC might be applied to life
in Hook Norton today. I wonder how many of us realise how lucky
we are to live within walking distance of a public library, which
provides so many services for our community.
FOHNCL exists to ensure that we keep our library going. And
despite threats of closure over the years, we are succeeding in
doing just that. Not only is it still open, it is positively thriving. At
our recent AGM in September, it was reported that there has been
a 10% increase in visits since 2014, and a 29% increase in visits
from children. Book loans are up, and 109 children completed the
Summer Reading Challenge this year – proof, I hope, that books are not going out of
fashion.
Much of this success is due to our
wonderful Library Manager, Karen
Seymour. But, FOHNCL also plays a
major role, providing a share of staff
funding to OCC, as well as spending
money on extra books and other
resources. We organise the
volunteers who are essential to assist
Karen, and we run the very successful
Tea at the Library on the third
Wednesday of every month from 3pm.
FOHNCL raises most of its money
from two sources – subscriptions
from our members and fund raising
at our annual Book and Plant Sale in
May. If you would like to join us to
show your support, you can pick up
a membership form from the Library,
or contact me directly. It costs £10
for an individual or £15 for a family
to join. A small price to pay for having
such a wonderful resource right on
your doorstep.
Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary,

737604, hnlib@hotmail.co.uk

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:

Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday

Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!

Contact Vicky on 737985
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46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB

Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner

Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

www.hancocks-legal.co.uk
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2018 Directory of Services
Would you like to be included in the

2018 Hook Norton Directory of Services?
This brochure of names and numbers for local businesses and places of interest is
distributed along with the February Village Newsletter and included on the village
website, reaching everybody living in and around the village.
As well as the obvious advantage of advertising our ever-increasing number of local
businesses, this brochure is intended to inform villagers of contact names and
numbers for the many local organisations that we have, under headed categories.
Entries need to be in by 31 December.

Thank you for your support
If you would like to be included in the next directory, you can either fill in the
application form below and deposit it in the box in The Village Shop, or send it to:

Diana Barber, Dove Close House, Scotland End, Hook Norton OX15 5NR
or information for your entry can be emailed to Diana at:

bar4ber@gmail.com
To help with the printing costs, a donation of £7 for the Hook Norton Newsletter

should be attached to all forms or sent electronically to:
Account: Hook Norton Newsletter,

Sort Code: 08-92-99 Account Number: 65249518

Your Details

               Name................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

              Phone Number...........................................................................................................................................................................................

              Donation sent in the form of..............................................................................................................................

Cash/Cheque/Direct payment

Directory Details

              Category.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................

              Business / Organisation Name......................................................................................................................

             Contact Name.................................................................................................................................................................................................

             Contact Number.......................................................................................................................................................................................

             Mobile Number (if available).................................................................................................................................

             E-Mail Address..............................................................................................................................................................................................

            Web Address.........................................................................................................................................................................................................



20



21

NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
At the time of writing the results of the Floodlit Banbury
league matches are: The A and B team are 4th in Div 1; the
C team is 3rd in Div 4.
Junior coaching, December 2017 and January 2018

The Tots and Mini Red coaching sessions have now
moved indoors to the Hook Norton Primary School
in the hall until Easter. The Mini Orange, Mini Green
and Junior sessions remain outdoors at the tennis
club. As a club we welcome youngsters at any age;
fun coaching sessions run all through the term.
Events: A mixed pairs tournament was won by Matt
Dennick and Elaine Priestley on 23 September –
shown here with the tournament organiser (centre),
Barrie Smith. Many thanks to Barrie for running the
event.
Cardio Tennis: Sessions are held Wednesday
evenings 7–8pm.
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Tennis
details: 01295 265085 / 07930
406015 / baselinecoaching@outlook.com. To play in a team or for more information
contact Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons1@me.com, or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hooknortontennis.com

Elaine Priestley

Day Time Level Age Session Cost per session
Tue 4.30-5.30pm Tots 03-May Tots 1 £2.50
Tue 5-6pm Mini Red 05-Aug Mini Red 1 £5
Thu 4.30-5.30pm Mini Green 10 Mini Green 1 £5
Fri 5-6pm Junior 11+ Junior 1 £5
Fri 6-7pm Junior 11+ Junior 2 £5
Sat 9-9.30am Tots 03-May Tots 2 £2.50
Sat 9.30-10.30am Mini Red 05-Aug Mini Red 2 £5
Sat 10.45-11.45am Mini Orange 08-Sep Mini Orange 1 £5
Sat 11.45am-12.45pm Junior 11+ Junior 3 £5

Sat 12.45-1.45pm Mini Green 10 Mini Green £5

FIRST AID CLASSES
Would you be interested in attending a half-day or one-day first aid course in the
village? Hook Norton Baptist Church is planning to host a first aid course at the hall
during early 2018. The course will be run by the British Red Cross, and has spaces
for up to 15 people. The cost per person will depend on the course and the number
of people who attend.
We are also looking into hosting a fire safety training course, with an accredited
organisation. This could  be of interest to individuals who run or help out with a
voluntary organisation, people who run a business, or anyone who just wants to know
how to use the different types of fire extinguisher correctly. Again, the cost of this
course will depend on the number of people who attend.
If you would be interested in either/both of the courses please do let me have your
details. Sophia Ktori, 737315, hookybaptist@gmail.com
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
ü Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
ü Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
ü Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
ü Specialist Letting and Management service.
ü Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
ü Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.
Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,

call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDESSTOUR SINGERS DECEMBER CONCERT
Jubilate!
Singing carols together in December is one of the lovely features of Christmas time,
and you are invited to do just that at Stour Singers’ concert on 9 December in St
Edmund’s Church, Shipston at 7.30pm.
The carols complement the choir’s performance of Bach’s Cantata ‘Gloria in Excelsis
Deo’, and Kuhnau’s ‘Uns Ist Ein Kind Geboren’. Soprano soloist, Robyn Allegra Parton
returns to us to sing Mozart’s glorious ‘Exsultate Jubilate’ – pure joy!
Stour Singers have cemented their collaboration with the Birmingham Conservatoire-
based Queen’s Park Sinfonia, who return to play for this concert.
Two soloists from the conservatoire take the tenor and mezzo-soprano roles in this
performance, together with bass baritone Alistair Donaghue, who made his debut with
Stour Singers in Handel’s Saul in May this year.
Tickets cost just £12.50, and are available from R. Clarke, Shipston High Street, or
on the door. There is no charge to accompanied children.
If you would like to know more about Stour Singers, or to join us, do get in touch with
me. Next May’s concert will be Faure’s Requiem and Rutter’s Magnificat.

Yvonne Ridley, Choir Coordinator, 01789 269587

PHOENIX RISING
‘The Day Care’, ‘The Monday Club’ – whatever name used, it has been an important
part of the Hook Norton community, providing so many positive things to the older
people of the village.
Sadly, in August, through a variety of reasons, it ceased meeting every Monday.
Appreciative of all who have worked so hard to provide this wonderful service to others
over many years, the Trustees, Helpers and other interested parties came together
in November and made a confident decision to work towards its re-formation and, at
the same time, ensure we meet today’s needs.
A working party has been set up, and we start by asking you, the readers of the
Newsletter, to consider how you can contribute to a successful re-launch.
There are three main targets:-

1. To attract all those who would enjoy varied company, the exercising of mind
and body and, not least, an excellent lunch.

2. To challenge those of us, of any age, who feel that they can assist in the
running of the new organisation – transport, activities of all types, cooking
and administration.

3. To create a positive image of such an organisation, and ensure no-one who
would enjoy being part of such a stimulating social and creative activity each
week misses out - this applies to potential helpers as well!

Please remember that participating in any capacity puts you in a ‘win-win’ situation.
Hook Norton has always been a village of good-neighbourliness and I’m sure this
extends to those who have come to live here in recent times.
If you want more information please contact me

John Wheatley, 737097
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Email: mariaduval231@gmail.com
Tel: 01608 730 456

Mobile: 07948 538 614

For help and initial consultation contact
Helga Maria Disney
Psychotherapist & Counsellor

Over 20 years experience in the NHS and private practice. UKCP & MBACP accredited.

Worried? Life Getting Too Much?
Do you need help with any of the following?

• Relationship difficulties
• Divorce / separation
• Bereavement

• Family issues
• Low self esteem
• Life changes
• Trauma
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HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
From profits raised at the M@C festival
this year, The Hook Norton Charitable
Association donated £1700 to
nominated national and local charities,
Bloodwise and The Fire Fighters
Charity and several local
organisations; FOHNS, Playgroup, Sports and Social Club, St Peters Church, Baptist
Church, HN Widows Club and the WI. Thank you to everyone who helped make M@C
2017 a success!
Now looking forward to 2018: The 22nd annual Hook Norton charity music festival
will be on Friday 6 July and Saturday 7 July 2018 at The Hook Norton Brewery.
We are thrilled to announce our Saturday headline act for 2018

John Coghlan, the original drummer with Status Quo and now John Coghlan's Quo,
recreates an authentic ‘70’s Quo Sound’, in keeping with John’s time with Quo. For
Quo fans and critics alike, this time is often regarded as Quo’s ‘Classic’ period, with a
string of chart-topping albums and an almost endless stream of hits, including Pictures
of Matchstick Men; In My Chair; Paper Plane; Caroline; Down Down; Rain; Wild Side
Of Life; Rockin' All over the World, and many more…
Proudly Sponsored By – Banbury Plant & Skip Hire
Other acts will be announced soon….
2018 will again incorporate a Village Fayre and even more stalls. We invite our village
organisations to get involved, you can raise funds while having a good time and make
the day even more enjoyable for all.
EARLY BIRD ticket offer! For a limited time, on-line ticket sales will be available at
50% discount for Saturday tickets; check out the website in December. Tickets will
be on sale at The Village Shop in the New Year. More information: see Facebook page,
website www.hookymusic.co.uk) or email me.

Pete Watkins, petewatkins4@aol.com
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON (HNLC)
Moving to a Sustainable Future
Having spent much of the past six
months looking to buy a house in
the area and sifting through the
truths, half-truths and downright
lies that estate agents see fit to
include in their sales brochures,
I’d say they still have some way
to go if they are to restore their
rather tarnished reputation. But
equally difficult to fathom is why, if property location is so important, they don’t include
more about what goes on in a particular town or village.
Hooky is a case in point… Not one of the estate agents we spoke to seem to feel it
was worth mentioning the village’s annual beer and music festivals, the community
smallholding – or the Hook Norton Low Carbon group. Yet all of these contributed in
no small part to our decision to buy a house in the area. We felt (correctly, as it turns
out), that they reflected the broad scope of activities in the village and pointed to a
lively local community that seemed less insular than the part of Dorset we had moved
from.
Admittedly, ‘Hook Norton Low Carbon’ isn’t the catchiest title for a collective of
like-minded local residents concerned about the future of the planet. But as I
discovered when I attended a meeting of the group in October, you don’t need a
degree in physics to become a member. And the eco-warrior ‘sandals and dreadlocks’
look doesn’t appear to be de rigeur either. In fact, anyone over the age of 18 can join
the HNLC group for the price of the membership fee. And just in case you think you’ve
found the catch, let me point out that the sum in question is just £1. That’s right…
one pound for a lifetime membership!
In return for this you become a shareholder in the group and are given a say in how
it’s run. More importantly, you’ll stand to benefit from the group’s many activities
which, not surprisingly, are focused on saving energy, saving money – and saving
the, er… OK, I won’t say it. The fact is, whatever their hopes for the future of the
planet, members of the HNLC believe this is best achieved by encouraging sustainable
living at a local level.
This takes the group into a broad range of activities, from affordable housing, recycling
and biodiesel production to home automation, electric car and bicycle rental, smart
electricity monitoring and power generation. The list is long – and these are just the
headlines. A quick visit to the HNLC website reveals a huge range of activities that
should genuinely be of interest anyone living in the area – house owners or otherwise.
It’s also worth pointing out that your involvement with the group can be at any level
you feel comfortable with. So no-one will expect you to attend every meeting (as
pleased as they would be if you did!), and no-one will put pressure on you to take
part in group activities. In fact, all that’s really expected is your support for the aims
and objectives of HNLC.
Personally, I’ve been more than happy to get involved. I attended my first meeting
not quite sure what to expect, but pleased to have made some new friends and
genuinely impressed by what can be achieved at a local level by a group of like-minded
people sharing a common purpose.

Stephanie Klejdys
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
There is no doubt that the pantomime season restricts my theatre reviews; happily
the galleries and concert halls more than compensate. Tate Britain brings together a
fascinating collection of works by French Impressionists who were exiled to London
during the Franco-Prussian War in 1870. We know how Monet seemed to love to paint
the London fog, while James Tissot joyfully depicted fashionable Victorian social life.
In addition, others, such as Pissarro and Sisley, provide delightful images of the London
suburbs. It is satisfying to note that these painters took back to Paris inspiration from
our own artists such as Constable and Turner. This runs to 7 May.

The National Portrait Gallery provides a wider aspect of Cezanne’s work, with his
Portraits (to 11 February). Renowned for his radiant landscapes and wonderful still-life
paintings, we are given a wealth of brilliant portraits – showing his place as a true
innovator and why Matisse described him as ‘father of us all’!

Round the corner at the National Gallery, in a small display, ‘Leonardo, Michelangelo,
Raphael: Around 1500’, we are privileged to see under one roof great art that
demonstrates a rivalrous artistic triumvirate who are truly unassailable. Firstly
Michelangelo’s ‘Taddei Tondo’, a glittering white marble sculpture in the round,
depicting the Virgin and Child with the Infant St John, is a delight. Building from this,
we have Leonardo’s altarpiece ‘Virgin of the Rocks’ – a dramatic setting of primordial
rocks that brings nature and divinity together. Then, not to be outdone, the third
painter, Raphael, graces us with his ‘Madonna of the Pinks’ (showing to 28 January).

Less well known perhaps is the painter Chaïm Soutine – at the Courtauld Gallery until
21 January. His ‘Portraits: Cooks, Waiters & Bellboys’ is a small exhibition of 21
portraits that give us a sympathetic picture of real servants – reflecting Soutine’s own
background as an impoverished Russian Jewish immigrant working in Paris. We have
had a number of Russian exhibitions recently – here is an interesting addition (to 18
February). ‘Red Star Over Russia’ at Tate Modern provides a sample of the Soviet art
of propaganda – both bold and beguiling (has it a resonance today?)

At the same gallery, until 21 January, a superb Rachel Whiteread shows us how she
has moved on from her 1993 Turner Prize – the plaster-cast of a Victorian semi in
London’s East-End – as she fills the Duveen Galleries with sculptures that strike a very
different note; go and see for yourself! Finally, don’t forget the Royal Academy’s
sensitive but brilliant retrospective of American Jasper John, titled ‘Something
Resembling Truth’; on until 10 December.

There are good plays to see: I am looking forward to the ‘Young Marx’; this is
performed at London’s newest theatre – The Bridge. Here we have a space to seat
900 yet no pillars – but also no subsidy (as a result the ticket cost ranges from
£15-£65!) The play itself, starring Rory Kinnear, gives a lively view of revolutionary
Soho, where the young man was formulating his political creed. Running to 31
December, it is an encouraging beginning for The Bridge.

How about an old theatre and a revival portraying the opposite side of politics? David
Mamet’s 1983 ‘Glengarry Glen Ross’ is at the London Playhouse (booking through to
3 February), and may be seen as an opportune revival. The brutal competitiveness of
American real estate is typified when the top salesman gets a Cadillac and the bottom
one is fired! Do the lies, greed and corruption of this business carry the 30 years –
the critics say yes.
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL (contd)
Or, instead you can go to The Swan at Stratford and experience the world of power
politics in ancient Rome in the Cicero trilogy; part one, ‘Conspirator’, plays to 10
February. After all this angst I’m rather pleased that I am off to see Banbury Cross
Players’ Ayckbourn comedy ‘Season Greetings’ at The Mill!
For festive music I can do no better than plump for Chipping Norton Choral Society’s
performance of Bach’s ‘Mass in B Minor’, with the Cotswold Baroque Players, at St
Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton on 9 December. As you would expect with Bach, a
powerful piece.
Another glorious musical feast can be enjoyed at Exeter College Chapel, Oxford where
the City’s Orchestra performs Vivaldi, Handel, Bach and more on 17 December – at
both 5pm and 8pm. An alternative is to visit the wonderful Birmingham Symphony
Hall and enjoy a Viennese New Year. On 6 January (at 3pm) the CBSO give a
performance of works by Suppé, Strauss, Lehár and even Novello. A bright start to
2018 – Happy New Year.

John Wheatley
[Editor’s Note: For something more local than the many treats described by John, I
recommend the two-for-the-price-of-one exhibitions currently at Compton Verney.
One is selected illustrations by Quentin Blake – The Twits, Danny the Champion of
the World and so on; the other is some charming acrostic poems about the natural
world by Robert Macfarlane (which he calls ‘spells’), accompanied by paintings by
Jackie Morris, Pembrokeshire artist. Ends 17 December. An early Christmas treats for
all ages.]

Sunday 17 December, 6.30pm

If you like singing, you are most welcome to join the
choir for this festive celebration

Rehearsals:
Tuesday 5, 7pm

Wednesday 13, 7pm
Saturday 16, 10am

Sunday 17, 4pm

Interested?
Call me on 737097

Rita Wheatley

[Photo of Christmas morning 1969
James Tobin]
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:
Emma Kane, Chair  Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair  Allison Hicks
Brian Griggs    Nathan Matthews    Charles Henderson
Kate McCall-McCowan* Derek Brotherston*    Danny Duggan*
Janeen Wilson*   Diana Porter*    (*Co-opted)
Parish Council Budget 2018–2019: The budget for 2018–2019 was set at the Parish
Council meeting on 9 November. The Precept will remain at £80K, which will allow for
an increase in the cost of grass cutting, repairs to walls, removal of Japanese Knotweed
from the cemetery, maintenance of play areas on new housing estates and other
services which OCC is seeking to transfer to parishes. Any spend over and above that
will be taken from reserves.
Appointment of Internal Auditor for 2017–2018 Accounts: Mr David Ralls (AAT;
ACCA) of Banbury has been appointed again to inspect both the Parish Council and
War Memorial Hall Trust accounts for 2017/2018.
Charity Commission – War Memorial Hall Accounts 2016/2017: Details of the
2016/2017 accounts have been sent to the Charity Commission.
Memorial Hall: New chairs have been ordered for the hall and they will be delivered
in November. The heating has been set at 21 degrees C for the winter months; the
overhead heaters must be used for any additional heating requirements. The double
glazed window in the lobby, broken by persons unknown, has been replaced. The
mechanisms to three blinds have been broken and a local contractor has been asked
to repair or replace them.
Recycling bins: Mixed rubbish is continually being put in the blue/green bins at the
recycling point outside the primary school and Cherwell District Council will not empty
them. The Parish Council has therefore decided to remove them. The bottle banks
outside the primary school will be moved as soon as an alternative site can be found.
Queen Street: Some drivers and cyclists have been observed driving the wrong way
down Queen Street. Residents are asked to note that this is a one-way street.
Japanese Knotweed: treatment of the Japanese Knotweed in the cemetery is visibly
taking effect, with the weed wilting and dying-off.
Tree Works: following a survey earlier this year, remedial work on some Parish
Council owned trees will commence in the next few weeks.
Allotments: new tenancy agreements for allotment holders were sent out on 1
November. Tenants have until 28 February 2018 to return them to the Parish Clerk.
Formal Consultation - New Disabled Persons’ Parking Place in Hook Norton:
Oxfordshire County Council has reported that the ‘calling-in’ period has now ended
and that the Cabinet Minister has decided not to approve the proposed disabled bay
in the High Street, as there was not enough demand. Two disabled people asked for
it and one of those is leaving the village in the next few months. They were asked to
canvass support from other badge holders locally but no more people came forward.
School Buses: concerns have been raised again about safety issues on the two school
buses that currently serve Hook Norton children travelling to Chipping Norton School.
These are old double-decker buses that do not have seatbelts fitted. Recently some
children were forced to stand on the moving bus due to lack of seats. Concerns were
also raised about the speed that these buses travel at along narrow country roads,
with unrestrained children sitting on both upper and lower decks. Cllr Kane has written
to Ian Hudspeth of Oxfordshire County Council (c.c. County Cllr Reynolds) expressing
the Parish Council’s concerns.

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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BAPTIST BANTER
It is that time of year when our
thoughts turn to the planning of the
festive activities at Christmas. It is
one of my favourite times for two
reasons: firstly as a dad, I enjoy
having the family around at
Christmas time, spending time
together and watching the joy on
their faces as they open Christmas
presents. But I also enjoy the season
because it is the time we Christians
celebrate the birth of Jesus.
You may be hard pushed to find any mention of Jesus in Christmas television adverts,
or in Christmas cards we send to family and friends. It seems that society, in the name
of being ‘politically correct’, wishes to squeeze out the very mention of the ‘reason for
the season’ so as not to offend those that don’t believe in Jesus. However, they do
not wish to do away with the celebration as it would severely impact their annual
profits!
Instead they have replaced Jesus with a rather ‘larger than life’ character in a red suit
with elves, or a jolly snowman in a snowy scene flying; so some other substitute to
distract us from the true meaning of Christmas. They are quite happy to promote the
image of Santa Claus, also known as Father Christmas, to be the true meaning of the
day, but even that created character originated from the real Saint Nicholas (shortened
to Santa Claus), the Bishop of Myra in Asia in the fourth century.
It is told that he liked to give money to the needy anonymously, and so one day he
climbed on the roof of a house and dropped a purse of money down the chimney of
a needy family. The purse landed in the stockings of a young girl as they hung over
the fireplace to dry. In memory of him, it was customary to give gifts on the eve of
St Nicholas’ Day, 6 December. In some countries that tradition has continued; in
others it was moved to 25 December – a date chosen by the Romans as a Christian
takeover of the Roman festival celebrating the unconquerable Sun, which celebrated
the days getting longer. Our word Yule-tide is derived from the celebration of an old
Anglo Saxon god again concerning the rebirth of the winter sun.
I hope that you will see through the commercialism of our Christmas celebrations and
perhaps pause for a moment to consider what Christmas really is all about. Amongst
all the hype and business, there are some who celebrate the birth of the Son of God,
the Saviour of the world, who brought the true meaning of love into our world.
Whatever your beliefs, I pray that you will have a joyful time this Christmas
       Pastor Peter Brookes, 730677, hookypastor@gmail.com @HookyPastor

Check out www.hook-norton-baptist-church.org.uk/ for service information

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
September: £100: A Abbott / £25: D Shepley Cuthbert / £25: J Irvine
October: £100: D Bowen / £25: B Acreman / £25: P Kelsey

Mark Taylor, 730089
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.

As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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ALTERNATIVE RACE FOR LIFE

The 8th Hook Norton Alternative Race for Life took place on Sunday 1 October. This
year there was great excitement (and a sweepstake) centred on the Tortoise category,
in which newcomer Hermes was due to challenge the reigning champion Beanie. With
last year's win under her belt, Beanie seemed quietly confident at the start line but
Hermes had youth on his side and set a new course record (for tortoises) of 26 minutes
and 50 seconds – a credit to his trainer, Oskar Wahlen.
The spirit and enthusiasm of Hook Norton was reflected in an impressive array of pink
costumes, as runners turned out to show their support for loved ones affected by
cancer.
This year’s winners were:

More photos and everyone’s finishing times and positions are on the Hooky Alternative
Race for Life Facebook page. All prizes and refreshments are donated, so every penny
of the entry fees and sponsorship money goes to Cancer Research UK.
The total raised so far from this year’s race is £1,492, with more sponsorship money
to come in. Since the first race in 2010, a total of over £12,500 has been raised by
this event to support their life-saving work.

Category First Second
Male – adult Martyn Banham Mark Tullett
Female – adult Mary Denne Gill Joyner
Male – 13 to 16 Finley Dennick Fergal Duggan
Female – 13 to 16 Keira Koch Tabitha Dennick
Male – 8 to 12 Alfie Simmonds Cavan Tanner
Female – 8 to 12 Orla McArdle Lottie Denne
Male – under 8 Lucas Bonnefin James McArdle
Female – under 8 Lotte Wahlen Emily Holdsworth
Dog Rosa Ktori Harry Denne
Tortoise Hermes Wahlen Beanie Robertson
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ALTERNATIVE RACE FOR LIFE (contd)
 A huge thank
you to the Sun
Inn, Hooky
Brewery, the
Hooky Firemen,
the Village Shop,
The Gate Hangs
High, the Hooky
Newsletter and all
152 of you for
turning up and
helping us raise
such a fantastic
amount of money
for CRUK! Thanks
to Bethan
Dennick for the
photos of the day.
If you would like
to get involved in
any of our fundraising activities for CRUK, please
contact me.

Gill Begnor, gillbegnor@live.co.uk

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
A massive thank you to all those villagers who came
along to the MacMillan Coffee Morning on Friday 6
October in St Peter’s Church.
The weather was kind to us, and the church, as
always, was a perfect setting for the gathering.
Lots of people came to try the lovely cakes that had
been made, purchase raffle tickets and start buying
their Christmas cards!
I am delighted to announce that we made a total
of £658.34.
Many thanks to all those who contributed to this
very worthy cause.

Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com
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OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY

Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.

Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG

01295 265424

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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DECEMBER/JANUARY VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS

Monday 10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
Tuesday 9.30 AM Yoga (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 6.30 PM Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots Primary School
Wednesday 10:00 AM Still Waters Cafe Baptist Hall
Wednesday 10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes (term time only) Memorial Hall
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Thursday 9:00 AM Rhythm Time Music  School Study Centre
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 9.30 AM Pilates (term time only) Memorial Hall
Saturday 9:00 AM Men on mats: yoga + mindfulness class Uplands, Down End
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 6:30 PM Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall

SPECIFIC EVENTS - DECEMBER
Date Day Time Event Location
01 Friday 18:00 Brewery Christmas Market Brewery
02 Saturday 19:30 Brass Band Christmas Concert St Peter's
04 Monday 19:30 Lunar Society The Sun Inn
05 Tuesday 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Church
07 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
09 Saturday 19:00 Hooky Movie Night - Monty Python & The Holy Grail Memorial Hall
13 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
13 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
14 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
15 Friday 15:15 FOHNS Christmas Fayre Primary School
15 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
17 Sunday 11:00 Harriers Christmas Canter Sports & Social Club
17 Sunday 18:30 Christmas Carol Service St Peter's
19 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
20 Wednesday 15:00 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
21 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
24 Sunday 17:00 Crib Service St Peter's
24 Sunday 23:30 Holy Night Communion St Peter's
25 Monday 10:00 Birthday Celebration St Peter's
27 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
28 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
28 Thursday 19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following to
spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old dog leads - collars - blankets -
towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts - spare food - chews - brushes -
combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date wormer/flea treatments - toys - cat
carriers etc. Anything not suitable will be divided between the PDSA and Blue Cross
Charity shops in Banbury. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to receive
them. Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - JANUARY

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if possible
Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County Council
on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local provider;
No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 919155;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council issues.
Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.

Date Day Time Event Location
02 Tuesday 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Hall
04 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
06 Saturday 19:00 Hooky Movie Night - Aquarius Memorial Hall
08 Monday 19:30 Lunar Society The Sun Inn
10 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
10 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
11 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
16 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
17 Wednesday 15:00 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
18 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
19 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
20 Saturday 19:00 Hooky Movie Night - Paterson Memorial Hall
24 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
25 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
25 Thursday 19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
01 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre

SAMARITAN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
…to be there when no-one else is listening.
Banbury and District Samaritans are looking for more volunteers to help provide a
round-the-clock service to those in need.
Director Will Adams said: ‘So many people have it in them to be a Samaritans volunteer
- just to be there when someone in need reaches out. To touch another person's life
when it really matters can be deeply rewarding. And it can change the volunteer's life,
too - from the satisfaction of helping someone through a tough time, to learning new
skills or meeting like-minded colleagues, you get a lot back.’
The branch is looking for volunteers from all around the region, which encompasses
N. Oxfordshire, S. Northamptonshire and parts of Warwickshire. They run two training
groups per year, in March and October, and the next Selection is on 3 February 2018.
The next Information sessions are on 15 November and 9 December. Please contact
Gill on banbury@samaritans.org or 07473 581379 to find out more. Website:
www.samaritans.org/banbury

Davina Birkbeck, Press officer, 01295 678131
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Member of the Society of Will Writers and The Professional
Association of Legal Services.

Whether you want a Standard Will or a Protective Trust Will, we can help you, in
your own home, at a time to suit you.

Very experienced Estate Planning Consultant resident in Middle Tysoe.
Our central Legal Department is headed by a Trust and Estate Planning expert with

other specialist lawyers available within the Group.
Central operation supported by a local consultant ensures very professional

documentation at prices which are extremely competitive. Complete customer
confidentiality at all times.

Just Wills & Legal Services specialises in Wills, Trust Wills, Lasting Powers of
Attorney, Probate....

For a company brochure/further information contact:
Marcus S Lymbery Aff.SWW
Tel. 01295 680828 Mobile 07775 758972
Email: marc.lymbery@gmail.com
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FOHNS (FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL)
We have missed a few issues so now, after a
fantastic last year, we welcome you to a new
fundraising year. There have been a few changes
to the committee, which is now:
Chair: Laura Wyatt; nominated, Hazel Hope;
seconded, John Stubbs
Vice Chair: Michelle Tate-Davies; nominated,
Laura Wyatt; seconded, Liz Voce
Treasurer: Jemma Maule/John Stubbs; nominated by Hazel Hope; seconded, Laura
Wyatt
Secretary: Liz Voce/Hazel Hope; nominated, Nellie Crouch; seconded, Jemma Maule
Noticeboard: Rosie Jones agreed to keep FOHNS noticeboards up to date
Committee: Klara Tebbs, Éva Nádasdy, Rosie Jones, Kim Murray, Nellie Crouch, Stella
Belgrove, Sophie Kilmister, Sarah Burge.
Sadly we had to say goodbye and big ‘Thank Yous’ to our amazingly super talented
and hard-working treasurer Janeen Wilson; thank you, thank you and thank you, hate
to think how many hours you spent counting change and logging receipts, what a
superstar!
We have some exciting plans for the remainder of the year and next, kicking off with
the Christmas Fayre on 15 December, 3.15–6pm – with a BBQ, games, gifts, Choir
from 4.30pm and some special visitors! Everyone is welcome.
Post the Christmas Holidays we are prolonging the fun with a Disco on 5 January; on
3 February a PJ party with a movie, and the adults have the Winter Ball to look forward
to on 24 February.
Follow FOHNS on Facebook for more info: www.facebook.com/FriendsHNS/

Laura Wyatt, Chair FOHNS

POTTED PANTO AT THE BREWERY
Have the chill economic winds
affected the dwarf workplace?

How will a post-Brexit world
impact the viability of the
mining industry and these
diminutive mining workers?

To find out come to the BCP
potted panto Snow White at
the Brewery’s new Malthouse
Kitchen at the January Open
Tap evening on Wednesday
10 January.

Open Tap starts at 6pm, panto at 7:30pm. John McCormick
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON

Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill

Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366



45

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
Our meeting on Wednesday 15 November was the Annual General Meeting, and was
a time to reflect on the last twelve months and to plan for 2018. It was generally
agreed that the talks given covered a wide range of topics, including garden
photography, bugs, the gardens at Blenheim and the care of houseplants. The day
trip to RHS Wisley was very popular, and it must have been on one of the hottest days
of last summer.
The wildflower meadow outing in Cow Lane was also well attended, with Mary Powell
supplying detailed colour pictures of flowers and butterflies to aid identification. The
spring and autumn shows were again popular but there were less entries than in
previous years. The first of these showed a small profit and the latter a small loss.
In view of the twenty-five per cent increase in the hire fee for the Memorial Hall, it
was agreed that the subscription for adults be increased by £1 from £6 to £7, with
the children's remaining the same, at £1.
The committee remains largely unchanged, although both Nick Price and Jane Newton
stood down after many years of service. One person volunteered to join the committee.
Our first meeting next year will be on 21 February, when Oxford Botanical Garden will
be the topic, followed by the meeting on the 21 March, which is a demonstration on
flower arranging – a class that has become increasingly popular in recent shows. The
trips this year include a half day visit to Rousham House on 10 June, followed by our
all-day visit to Hyde Hall, which is just south of Chelmsford. This garden, situated as
it is in the driest area of the country, specialises in plants that thrive in arid conditions;
this will be on Sunday 24 June.
We always welcome new members so please come along and join us. In the meantime,
compliments of the season to all.

Brian Griggs, 737458

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
Email: hnppg@internet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days Times Costs
Breakfast Club Monday–Friday 7.30-9am £3.00 per hour

Morning Playgroup Monday–Friday 9am–12 noon £16.00
Pick Up from Nursery Monday–Friday 11.30am £2.50
Lunch Club Monday–Friday 12 noon–12.30pm £2.50

Take to Nursery Monday–Friday 12.30pm £2.50
Afternoon Playgroup Monday–Friday 12.30–3.30pm £16.00
Pick Up from School Monday–Friday 3.15-4pm £2.50
After School Club Monday–Friday 3.15–6pm £5.00 per hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2010
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
The Christmas Canter: a running race with a festive spirit in Hook Norton –
everybody welcome!
On Sunday 17 December, Hook Norton Harriers are holding their annual Christmas
Canter. This is a
seven-mile run
through lovely
c o u n t r y s i d e ,
between Hook
Norton and Great
Rollright, mainly
off-road, on
bridleways and
footpaths.
But it's very much
more than just a
run. Because we
always choose the
last Sunday
before Christmas,
there is always a
very festive
atmosphere to
this race – and
more than ever
this year.
Fancy dress, on any theme, is encouraged and very much taken up by competitors.
There is a prize for the best fancy dress each year, which is perhaps more strongly
contested than winning the race itself. Even if you choose to turn up in conventional
running kit, this year every competitor will be provided with a free Santa hat!!
There's also mince pies and mulled wine for every runner, and this year we are also
offering free hot toddy at the mid race ‘water’ station. Another new addition this year
is a Santa's Grotto, back at the sports club, where Father Christmas himself will be
present to meet the children and tell them how his last minute Xmas preparations are
going. There's also great catering at the Sports & Social Club, with tea, coffee, lots of
homemade cakes, and a bar.
At seven miles it remains a challenging course, and there will be plenty of serious
runners looking to stretch themselves, but most importantly it is a race for everyone.
Don't be put off if you're a beginner, and might have to walk some of it, the race is
well marshaled – you won’t get lost or left behind.
So, if you want to work off some calories in advance of the big day, get some fresh
air and great views, whether you want a serious and challenging run, or a day out in
fancy dress, get along to this year's Christmas Canter. You will be very welcome.
Enter online at www.hooknortonharriers.org.uk/our-races/chritmas-canter or on the
day as long as our allocation has not been filled. The cost is £10 (£12 on the day), or
£8 (£10) for UK running club members.

Martin Foster
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037
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1�� HOOK NORTON GUIDES
We have had a very
busy and exciting term
at 1st Hook Norton
Guides. We have a nice
small unit, with very
keen girls eager to
participate in everything
that is given to them.
We had a great trip to
Wembley Arena for the
annual Girlguiding Big
Gig 2017 concert at the
beginning of October.
We went by coach,
picking up Guides from
Adderbury and going to the evening performance. Lots of exciting acts: Pixie Lott, Ella
Eyre, Etham, Louisa Johnson, 5 After Midnight and
many more. The girls had an amazing time – many
of them had never been to a pop concert like this.
This last month, we have been concentrating on
Remembrance Parade, which took place on Sunday
– the highlight being an evening watching ‘Goodnight
Mister Tom’, which the Film Society showed for us
at the Memorial Hall. This show was organised with
the Guides, and we invited the other youth groups
in the village to join us, along with parents and
villagers. It was a huge success, and left the children
quite engaged by the whole story. We would like to
thank the Film Society for doing this for us – we hope
that we can repeat the evening again with a different
film for the young people.
Last week, the Guides made lovely material poppies
to wear at church, and practised parading with the
flags. We were very proud of the young people who
attended church on Sunday; in the colour party,
laying the wreaths and also saying the prayers. ‘We'll
Meet Again’ went down very well with all the
congregation, who joined in with us.
The next few weeks, we will be concentrating on Christmas crafts and activities,
working on ‘Christmas Around the World’ badge. Next week, we are going to church
to go up the church tower to look at the bells and, if we are lucky, we may get a go
– we are also learning to play the Hand Bells. We continue to look after the vegetable
beds in the Memorial Hall garden.
If you would like to be involved in any of the village Girlguiding groups, please do
get in touch as we are always looking for people to help with the units. Please email
me if you would like to find out more.

Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com, Susannah Monelle & Janeen Wilson
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
We have been busy having bonfires to get rid of all the vegetation that has been cut
over the months. This time of the year we have seen the back of the perennial weeds
and now await the removal of some trees that have been identified in the Parish
Council tree survey as needing attention.
We are a group of eight who keep the cemetery as tidy as possible with limited
resources. There are projects that have been discussed with the PC and are now under
review. It would be great if we had additional help particularly in the growing season.
We wish to thank Mr Collier of Brookside for his generous gift of daffodil bulbs, which
have now been planted. Over the year it has been pleasant to receive thanks from
cemetery visitors that we are doing a good job.
Let us hope we can continue to improve this important village facility.

John E Blackham

ST PETER’S 22�� CRAFT FAIR & GRAND DRAW 2017
On Saturday 4 November, St Peter’s Church hosted the 22nd annual craft fair. The
early morning showers didn’t deter the wonderful Hook Norton folk (as well as those
from much further afield) from turning out in force to support us as always, and the
fair was busy as soon as we opened.

The 40 stalls looked amazing inside, with a fantastic array of superb work. The lovely
atmosphere that always prevails at this event was evident, and the quality and variety
of crafts meant that folk shopped enthusiastically, much to the delight of the
craftspeople, including many new ones with some amazing work that brought yet
another dimension to the fair.

Once again the café area was well stocked with a superb variety of delicious
home-made cakes and sandwiches, and business was brisk all day, with folk taking a
break, absorbing the atmosphere, or catching up with old friends.

It’s great to see St Peter’s used for the community for many lovely occasions, proving
again it’s not just a ‘Sunday building’ and, as I write, yet another event is having the
finishing touches prepared: St Peter’s will be hosting the now famous ‘Rog & Bex’ Quiz
night, which promises to be a great evening; no doubt news of it will appear in the
next newsletter.

Incidentally, St Peter’s does support many other causes throughout the year, and two
thirds of the sum raised at the quiz will be going to Katherine House Hospice.

Back to the fair! The fabulous Grand Draw – with 80 prizes this year – was once again
a huge success.

Our grateful thanks go to the many individuals and businesses who sponsored or
provided prizes – too many to name them all, but special thanks go to: Nigel
Matthews Plant Hire, Thomas Franks & Co, Hook Norton Brewery, John
Nicholls Trading, and King & Woolley Estate Agents.

Our heartfelt thanks also go to all who helped in any way on the actual day in order
to make this lovely event happen; with your help and support we raised a magnificent
£6,159 – bless you all.

Jan Hughes & Becky Cooke
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HOOK NORTON WI
After a busy summer we returned to our first meeting in September. We had an
interesting talk by Chris Caddy about the History of the London Underground. He
began telling us when and how the underground system first started in 1860. It was
decided to build an underground system while new sewer pipes were being laid because
of increased amount of traffic. It was built in 1860, and was the first of its kind to be
built in the world. Locomotives were used to start with and then smaller electric engines
were introduced by the Metropolitan and District lines. Albert Stanley and Frank Puck
transformed the underground to how we now know it. Eventually more lines were built
as the system became busier than ever, and it is still used by thousands of commuters.
In October, Peter and Margaret Preece came to give us a talk and a slide show about
photographs they have taken of wildlife. These include forest life, insects, harvest
mice, hedgehogs and foxes. They have been taking photos semi-professionally for 18
years. Some of their photos have been used on Country File calendars.
Two days later we held our Bring and Buy Sale in the Baptist Hall. It was lovely to see
many people come and enjoy the day and have a drink and cake. Thank you to
everyone who came.
On 9 November we are going to Reading for our annual shopping trip.
At our November meeting we will be having a talk about The Lost Villages of
Oxfordshire. Our December meeting will be our Christmas party. The Adderbury Ukes
will be coming to entertain us. At the January meeting we will be having a talk about
the Royal Command Performance.

Doreen McLaughlin
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THE STORY OF HOOK NORTON
By Sean Callery
‘The past is a foreign country: they do
things differently there’
When something comes along, opens a door
on the past, allows you to freely wander
around a place you know and love so well,
and tells you more than you thought you
knew, then that is a cause for celebration.
Such is the feeling I had on opening and
reading Sean Callery’s newly published
history of Hooky.
The book is richly illustrated with archive
photographs and colourfully presented.
Each double page takes you on a journey
which is mostly chronological – starting
from pre-history – and sometimes thematic,
particularly when we reach the 19th Century.
The pictures are engaging; the information
accessible.
To confirm the sense of a journey, each
double page has a fascinating fact located
on a train ticket which carries an image of
one of the old Brymbo engines. The layout and
format allow you to dip and browse, to dart or to linger at will.
The language, tone and glossary suggest a target audience of bright nine year olds;
but, make no mistake, this is a book which will delight, as the punning sub-title states,
“readers of all ages”.
It is a book about Hooky, very much by Hooky. It came about as a result of a bequest
from Hooky resident, Betty Couldrey, to the Local History Group; thereafter, the
writing and production became very much a village affair: local author, Sean Callery,
wrote the text; Emma Callery managed the project; David McGill provided new
photographs; and KMS Litho did the printing.
The book is not big enough, perhaps, to be a coffee-table book but, to continue the
punning, it is certainly a covetable one to be enjoyed by all those who are living, or
have lived, in the village.
I will admit to a certain bias: I have lived here for thirty years; my wife taught for
over twenty years in the village school; my children, now long flown, look back fondly
on the place they were raised. I thought I knew the village well, but this book has
helped me know it better. I can’t think of a better recommendation for a history book.
I know what my kids are getting for Christmas.
The Story of Hook Norton by Sean Callery. Paperback 48 pages. £8.99 Available
from David McGill, 730930 / scotlandend@btinternet.com / Sunnybank Farmhouse,
Scotland End, Hook Norton. OX15 5NR, or from the Village Store, the Village Library,
and the Brewery Visitor Centre.

Pat Groome

Photo by David McGill
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
December is always such a special month in school – so busy and a very happy time,
full of Christmas activity. By the time you read this we will be well into the swing of
this wonderful time. Our younger children, some of whom only started school in
September, are working hard to learn their parts in our annual nativity play, which is
always exciting and fun for them! Meanwhile, the older children are helping to plan
our annual carol service next door at St Andrew’s Church, appreciating the true
meaning of Christmas. Everyone will enjoy our delicious Christmas lunch on the 15th

in our newly refurbished hall.
Highlights from November:
Children Singing for Children: For the 12th year, our school choir joined others from
all over North Oxfordshire to sing together in St Mary’s Church, Banbury, on 8
November, to raise money for Rotary projects such as eliminating Polio across The
World and supporting Helen House Hospice and schools in Africa. It takes an enormous
amount of courage to stand on the stage and sing in front of an audience of over 450!
Our children were fantastic and we were immensely proud of them.
School trips: Since September, Years 3 and 4 learned so much about Roman Britain
at Chedworth Roman Villa, seeing first-hand the buildings they have been learning all
about and appreciating so much more about Roman culture. The younger children in
Reception, Years 1 and 2 were thrilled to meet crocodiles, alligators, snakes, tortoises
and meerkats up close at Crocodiles of the World in Brize Norton.
Glow Party: The Friends of Great Rollright turned the village hall neon with this
popular annual children’s party – one of many organised by this dedicated group to
raise money and bring the school community together.
Sporting Events: We recently participated in both the football and hockey
tournaments at Chipping Norton secondary school. On both occasions the teamwork
was terrific; we were delighted to win the boys Small Schools football tournament. A
real highlight for the children in Year 5 and 6 was a Street Jazz session which they
thoroughly enjoyed!

Anne Hewett

PRESERVE OUR FOOTPATHS
Attention all Walkers, Cyclists and Horse Riders
From 1 January 2026, any historic footpaths/rights of way or ancient lanes that are
not on the Oxfordshire County Council’s Definitive Map will be lost forever, that is just
over 8 years away!
Paper copies of the Definitive Map are available from OCC or they can be viewed on
their website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/definitive-map-and-statement-
online. If you know of any routes that need to be added, that are missing from the
Definitive Map please act now!
Open Spaces Society, British Horse Society and Ramblers Association have lots of
information on their websites and are running FREE training days to help people get
started. Anyone can do it: local historians, walkers, cyclist, horse riders and anyone
who wants to preserve our public rights of way.
It is the public’s responsibility to check these routes and apply to the OCC to have
them added to the Definitive Map by way of a Definitive Map Modification Order
(DMMO).
Time is running out, we need to protect our rights to use our beautiful county.

Rachel Livingstone



58

Hook Norton C of E Primary School
Sibford Road, Hook Norton, BANBURY, OX15 5JS

Tel: 01608 737379, Email: office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk

£15,014 pro rata (£7.78 per hour) - 6.25 hours per week term time only,
Monday-Friday, 11.30am-12.45pm
Hook Norton C of E Primary School is looking to recruit an enthusiastic
and flexible Midday Supervisor to join our small and friendly team, to start
as soon as possible.
We require team players, warm and friendly towards the children, who will
supervise pupils in the dining hall, playground and school premises, and
occasional help with setting up and putting away furniture.  The role
requires the successful applicant to help children at mealtimes, clean up
spillages and ensure that tables are clean, caution children who misbehave
and, if necessary, record and report incidents to the Senior Midday Super-
visor.
You must make sure that children do not leave the school premises or go
into areas that are out of bounds. You will be expected to encourage
children to play and help with play activities as directed, and report any
concerns that arise.
You will tend to sick or injured pupils and record and report any serious
accidents and provide First Aid assistance if qualified.
Application forms and further details are available from the school office.
Oxfordshire Schools are committed to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of children and young people and expect all staff and volunteers to
share this commitment.
This post involves the type of work with children and young people, that
requires applicants to undertake a Disclosure and Barring Service check.
The possession of a criminal record will not necessarily prevent an appli-
cant from obtaining this post.
All cases are considered confidentially and according to the nature of the
role and information disclosed. Oxfordshire County Council is an equal
opportunities employer and welcomes applications from all sections of the
community, irrespective of gender, ethnic origin or disability.  Applicants
will be considered solely on their suitability for the post.

Nursery Midday Supervisor Vacancy
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REACHING FOREIGN PARTS

An email from friends in South Africa brought and international perspective on Hooky
to Jim & Avril French recently – along with some fairly dreadful puns! Editor

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Please add to your calendar: Hook Norton Brass Band - playing in front of the Sun
Inn for Carol singing on Sunday 17 December, 5pm. All welcome; song sheets will be
provided. This singalong has gained in popularity over the years – last Christmas we
ran out of carol sheets!
Our Christmas Concert is Saturday 2 December, 7.30pm in St Peter's Church. Free
admission; retiring collection for Band funds; raffle, mince pies and mulled wine.
Everybody very welcome; start this special season on a high note!
The Band will be out and about throughout the Christmas period; please say hello if
you see us. The Autumn Concert was an enormous success, raising over £500 for
Cancer Research and St Peter’s Church – thanks to the generous audience.
May we wish everybody a very Happy Christmas and New Year.

Martin Quartermain
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Here at Tadmarton Heath Golf Club we
have a firm belief that the juniors are
the future of the sport. Therefore we
are trying to get as many children to try
the game out, we run a weekly coaching
session on a Saturday for beginners and
more advance juniors and we also run
coaching camps throughout the school
holidays. These coaching camps are a
great way for your children to learn the
basics of the game, meet new children
of similar ages and most importantly...
HAVE FUN!!

If any of this is of interest to you then
please don’t hesitate to contact us by
calling the Pro Shop at 01608 730047
and ask for Will!
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HOOK NORTON LUNAR SOCIETY
More than 50 people attended each of the
first two meetings of the Hook Norton Lunar
Society (HNLS), in October and November,
which was well beyond the expectations of
the organisers.
Held in the back room of the Sun Inn, this
success showed the level of interest in the
Society’s aims, and provides the incentive
to extend its programme into 2018 and
beyond.
On 2 October David Shepherd’s talk ‘Time’
gave a man-in-the-street’s view on the
paradox, history and measurement of time.
David’s talk was very well received and gave
rise to the lively comment and discussion
with the audience, which is a vital part of
the society’s intention.
Those at the 6 November meeting were enthralled by Dick Chalmers’ tale of television’s
early development in the 1930s. Dick’s story of the technical challenges facing TV’s
pioneers was accessible to all as well as highly amusing, not least because of the
experiences he shared of working in the BBC’s Engineering Department on Television
recording operations, planning and installation of new equipment and lecturing in
engineering training.
A great highlight of the evening emerged, when two members of the audience revealed
themselves also as former BBC engineers and delighted with their own reminiscences.
The next HNLS meeting will again be in the back room of the Sun Inn on Monday 4
December at 7.30pm, when author Helen Pilcher will talk about her most recently
published book, Bring Back the King: The New Science of De-Extinction. Helen’s talent
combines rigorous science with comic delivery to promise an entertaining and
illuminating evening. For more about Helen see: www.helenpilcher.com

Ian Buchanan, ian@buchananhn.co.uk

PUB GOSSIP
Since 1 November, Mark Higgs, British Institute of Inn keeping Licensee of the Year
2017, has expanded his pub portfolio by taking up the tenancy of The Sun Inn. Mark
is partnering with Executive Chef and Director Matthew Ayers, who brings years of
experience and a strong passion for food and quality service, having learnt his trade
in numerous Michelin Star restaurants. He will focus on everything local and seasonal
without too much fuss: ‘keep it simple’!
Meanwhile, the Brewery has appointed Kitty Wright as manager at The Pear Tree.
Kitty has worked at The Pear Tree for the past two years and, following the end of the
current tenancy, she has stepped forward to take up the reins. She is looking forward
to carrying on the tradition of fine cask ales served in a cosy and warm atmosphere.
Kitty will carry on hosting the Sunday evening pub quiz, dominoes, Aunt Sally and
book club. The kitchen will be cooking up a good selection of traditional dishes.

Mark Graham, Marketing Manager
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presents

ROALD DAHL’S

February 1st, 2nd & 3rd

in the Memorial Hall

Most Grandmas are lovely and kind to their grandkids. But poor George
Kranky isn’t so lucky. Her Grandma is absolutely horrible. She moans
constantly and nags George about everything. She even suggests that
George should stop eating chocolate and eat worms, slugs and beetles
instead. George can’t take it any more and begins to think that her Granny
might be a witch. So she gets her own back by inventing a very special
medicine. And Grandma drinks it. What happens next is amazing.

Adapted for the stage by David Wood, this promises to be a funny and
engaging family show but parents should note that one short ‘witchy’
scene might be rather scary for very young children.

Tickets (£8 and £6) available from Jan 2nd

Contact Sheila Rider, 730355, sheila.littlenook@gmail.com
or buy them at the The Village Shop
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hello, again, Hooky villagers.

Well, it’s that time of year again... The nights are drawing in, the wind has a definite
sharp edge to it and the leaves are deep on the ground, alternating between dry and
crisp and very soggy.

I love all the seasons for their different characteristics. Autumn is the season of
trick-or-treating and it was amazing how many children and families there were out
around the village, all dressed up and carrying their little treats buckets on 31 October.
But my goodness, didn’t I find a lot of sweet wrappers in the few days after Halloween
– and lots of sweets and chocolates, too, still wrapped and ripe to harvest!

Then there was the Craft Fayre and Fireworks Party. It’s always interesting to discover
what folk lose around the village during busy times, and this year has been no exception.

The Lost Property Box in the window bay of the Village Shop is bursting with all manner
of things that have been misplaced in public places. Please remember that if you do
lose something in the village, either contact me directly or try the Lost Property Box
after several days.

If I find something that’s been out in the rain I will not put it into the Box until it’s
washed and dried.

The subject of doggy-dos is never far from my daily conversations with dog-walkers.

I have now replaced the two damaged poo bins (top of Tite Lane and opposite The
Pear Tree) with new bins kindly supplied by the Parish Council, and I see that the poo
bin dispensers are still being emptied faster than I can fill them.

Please remember to buy your own supply of dog poo bags and leave the free ones in
the dispensers for emergency use by others.

All dog-walkers will know what it is like to set off with a roll of poo bags only to use
the last one half way ‘round a walk and be caught out by Fido delivering an unexpected
surprise.

So many people have given me positive feedback about how useful the free bags have
been but also, despite my filling them almost daily, it has been noted that some are
emptied almost immediately with no stock when they are needed most.

Please, resist the urge to take them all. Just use what you need as you need them.
Thank you.

And finally, on a more creative theme, I have begun to weed out small areas around
the village which I hope to plant up with some colour next year.

As I’m a stickler for recycling, I have salvaged many discarded flower pots from the
cemetery blue recycling bin and the autumn planted seedlings are already showing in
those pots in my conservatory.

So let’s pray for a good spring and some excellent gardening weather to follow.

Wishing one and all a great Christmas and a warm, happy healthy New Year. See you
around...

Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718
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INCREDIBLE EDIBLE HOOKY
Set to Grow in 2018
Gosh, there’s so much going
on it is difficult to know where
to start! As the end of our
second year comes upon us, I
am delighted that some
amazing new volunteers have come forward to offer their help this year. I will ask
them to introduce themselves in the next issue, but for now, suffice to say, their
energy and enthusiasm is going to allow the project to shift into another gear in 2018.
The Incredible Edible philosophy has three areas upon which it focuses: growing,
learning, and supporting local food producers.
Up until now, we have been focusing on the first, getting some of our ‘propaganda
beds’ up around the village, including the new Apothecary Garden at the health centre.
A little more out of sight to the wider community is the new ‘Incredible School Garden’,
which is being re-invigorated after it fell into abeyance a couple of years back. It is
thrilling to report that thanks to grants from Tesco’s ‘Bags of Help’ scheme, and Oxford
Community Foundation, we have just ordered a new greenhouse for the garden. If all
goes to plan, it will be up by the end of the year. This is our first step in building an
improved garden, which will be cared for by the children as part of the Gardening Club
at the school.
Next year, we will be turning our attention to getting the ‘Learning’ and ‘Supporting
local producers’ plates spinning. It will be a collaborative effort that will start to bring
some of the different strands of the project together.
In the meantime, new volunteers of any age or ability are, as ever, welcomed. We
are particularly looking for someone based at home, with a couple of hours free a
week to help populate our social media channels and help keep in touch with the
community in, and surrounding, Hook Norton. If this is you, or you are interested in
volunteering more generally, contact me on the email or telephone number below.

Sarah Morris – Project Lead, 737642, incredibeediblehooky@gmail.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO TEACH DIGITAL SKILLS
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) has launched a new campaign appealing for digital
helper volunteers to teach basic digital skills to people in their community.
Digital helpers teach basic digital skills to people with little or no experience of using
computers or the internet. They volunteer in libraries, providing one-to-one support
and encouragement to boost confidence and help people to help themselves.
Digital helpers teach skills such as how to set up an email account, search for jobs,
complete online forms, navigate the internet and find useful websites, and use
e-learning courses.
Why volunteer? Teaching digital skills has lots of benefits. It enables others to access
employment and training, use online services, become more independent and less
isolated. But starting to do anything online when you don’t know how can be daunting.
That’s where digital helpers come in!
Could you volunteer? If you are patient, have good communication skills, enjoy
working with learners of all ages and can spare a few hours a week, we want you!
Schedules can work around you so that you can fit it around your busy life.
Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/digitalhelper or drop in to the library to find out about
volunteering as a digital helper and helping people in your area.

Naomi Slade, OCC, 07584 481222, naomi.slade@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
We had a very successful Ofsted inspection
this term, with lots of positive comments:
‘There is a strong climate for learning
throughout the school… Pupils enjoy
coming to school and sparkle with
enthusiasm when they talk about the topics
they learn about… Teaching is lively and
engaging… The stimulating curriculum is a
strength of the school… The school is a hive
of industry… Pupils are very well behaved

and show kindness and respect towards
each other, demonstrating the school’s
very strong values... Pupils achieve well
and attainment at the end of the
foundation stage and key stages 1 and 2
is well above the national average.’
The children have taken part in lots of
exciting, hands-on activities and visits
already this year: a visit to Hill End in Y3
where they were a Stone Age Tribe for a
day; a visit from a real Viking in Y6,
having a ferocious time; Y5 tried out lots
of new outdoor activities at PGL
residential; Y4 have been finding out all

about Victorian life. KS1 have settled into their new classes – we now have Little Owls,
Elf Owls and Forest Owls in our mixed Y1/2
classes. They have been finding the
answers to their Big Question ‘Would a
Lion prefer to live in Kenya or England?’
Reception and Nursery have been learning
about Diwali, as well as taking part in
many activities inspired by their book of
the term – ‘Room on the Broom’.
In sport, we continue to go from strength
to strength with the Chipping Norton
Schools sports partnership, which allows
our children to experience a wide range of
sports and competitions throughout the year. This term our Y6 children have enjoyed
street dance with Dennis Victory, a West End dancer, who can still do the splits in his
40s…
Our exam results this year were outstanding – the school was considerably above the
national averages for children achieving the expected standard and at Greater Depth
at the end of Y6, Y2 and the Foundation Stage across the core subjects. Please do
come and join us if you have some time to spare as a volunteer. We also currently
have a vacancy for a community governor on our Governing Body.

Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk

Invitation to Hook Norton School KS1
Nativity and Christmas Tea
Friday 8 December, 1.30pm

Study Centre
For older members of the village

RSVP the school: 737379,
office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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THE RECTOR WRITES
‘The Season To Really Let Go!’
In the last edition, I wrote about the Season of
Remembrance that we were just about to enter. I
suggested that, although it would be a rather sombre
time of shortening days and lengthening shadows, it
could provide us with something surprisingly uplifting
and beneficial. And who doesn’t need that in the run-up
to the joy, but also the excessive expectations, of the
next Seasons of Advent and Christmas?
Therefore, time given to remembrance and reflection
(‘Be still and know that I am God’, is how the psalmist
puts it) re-connects us with the sure and certain hope
that is set before each and every one of us. It helps us
re-think our priorities, be less conformed to the world
around us, and even to let go, and let God.
The biblical word ‘Immanuel’ is most often used at
Christmas, because its meaning of ‘God with us’ is most
clearly demonstrated by the birth of Jesus; God being
seen in human kind. So, when we ‘let go and let God’, we begin going at the pace of
Him who is with us. The pace He sets is one that, from His own human experience,
He knows is right for us!
My suggestion for this edition is that you let go, and let Immanuel, the God with us,
be your pace-setter. If you do that, you will joyfully stroll through this Festive Season
with a real sense of purpose and fulfilment. Not only will you be greatly blessed, but
you will also be a blessing to others! And that makes for a very Happy Christmas!
May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace this Christmas.
Diary dates:
Sunday, 17 December, 6.30pm: Christmas Carol Service
Words and Music for Christmas in our beautifully illuminated Church
Sunday, 24 December (Christmas Eve),
5pm: Crib Service; 11.30pm: Holy Night Communion
Monday 25 December (Christmas Day), 10am: Birthday Celebration
For full details of all that’s going on during Advent & Christmas see our Notice Boards,
visit www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk or contact one of us: Lay Minister, Janet Collins,
737081; Churchwardens, Mary Powell, 737463; Mark Taylor, 730089.

John Acreman, 737223, john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com

HOOK NORTON ART GROUP
The Hook Norton Art Group is changing. Artist Nick Baldwin, who has led and tutored
the group for the past 18 years, is retiring and it is proposed that we continue to meet
on a Tuesday morning as an art club. On the fourth Tuesday we normally have an
all-day session and, from March 2018, Nick has agreed to come on those days to share
his knowledge and expertise.
We invite anyone interested to join us on Tuesdays at the Baptist Hall, 10–12am. You
don't need exceptional talent, just a desire to be creative – and own some paints,
paper and pencils. We are a very informal and friendly group, and sometimes include
dogs and grandchildren!
We are very indebted to Nick for leading and encouraging us for so many years, and
wish him a long and happy (partial) retirement.

Dorothy Smith, 737266
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TRACTORS FOR KATHARINE HOUSE
Local Agricultural Contracting business RC Baker
Ltd are once again preparing to light up the streets
with a fairy lit convoy of tractors on Wednesday
20 December 2017.
The festive convoy will depart from Spring Hill
Farm in Barford St Michael and will take to the
roads travelling through the villages of South
Newington, Bloxham, Milton, Adderbury, Deddington, Hempton and back through
Barford St Michael.

All local farmers and owners of tractors are encouraged to take part for just £10 per
tractor.
If you would like to join the fleet just give the office a ring on 01869 338307.
This year, a passenger seat in one of their festive fleet tractors will be auctioned, with
funds raised going to Katharine House Hospice.
For full details on how to place a bid please visit www.rcbaker.co.uk/tractorrun
If you would like to catch a glimpse of the festive fleet, the planned route can also be
seen on the website so that you can plan your prime viewing spot as the convoy passes
through a village near you.
RC Baker Ltd also invite you to come and see the fairy-lit fleet after their tour from
6pm at Spring Hill Farm, OX15 0PL for a drink and a mince pie.
All proceeds from the event will go to Katharine House Hospice.

Lucie Scopes, 01869 338307, lucie@rcbaker.co.uk
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