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FROM THE EDITORS
We are very proud of our advertisers.
Advertising is our main source of
income and pays our printing costs
(which is really our only significant
cost, as everything else is done by
volunteers); without it we would not
be able to distribute printed copies –
free of charge – to over 1000
households six times a year. A brief
look at our back copies on hook-
norton.org.uk/village-newsletter/
reveals that many of our advertisers
have supported the newsletter for
many years – long-term commitment
for which we are very grateful.
But we do not see advertising as a
necessary evil – far from it. We hope
it provides a useful service to our
readers and encourages everyone to
use local services and suppliers
wherever possible. We want to do our
bit to promote an active commercial
life in our village. But I think it goes a
bit deeper than that. Like the sports
reports and the meeting summaries
and the celebrations and the moans,
the newsletter adverts reflect us back
to ourselves – they round off the picture of our common life, and the way we serve
and trade with one another. As much as the Rector or the Parish Clerk, they tell us a
bit more about what we are and how we live. So I celebrate our advertisers; and I
invite you to give the advertisements as much consideration as all the other sections
as you leaf your way through this issue.
From the newsletter team to all our readers, our contributors and our advertisers, we
wish you a joy-filled Christmas season and a Happy New Year.
Thanks to Dave Newton for this edition’s cover photo.

David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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From the Registers
Sadly we report the deaths of Kenneth Arthur Stuchbury (93 years), Bernard Martell
(85 years), Gladys French (87 years), Jackie Battley (61 years), John Morris (79
years), Nancy Grant (89 years). On behalf of the village we send condolences to their
families and friends.
The following were baptised at St Peter’s:
Ava-May Letitia Matthews and Evie Letitia Matthews (2 October), daughters of Katie
Matthews and Christopher Carey.
Betsy Willow White (16 October), daughter of Daniel and Louise White.
We wish joy and congratulations to all.

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising -
advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Page Layout John McCormick
Copy Editor David Jones   737748
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Distribution Sean Coleman         07970 516463
Proofreading Kerrie McCormick
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter  737391
Directory Diana Barber  737428
bar4ber@gmail.com

ADVERTISING RATES
SIZE MONO COLOUR
Third Page £12.50 £22.50
Half Page £17.50 £32.50
Full Page £32.50 £65
Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
Lane, Hook Norton OX15 5NX or put in our
postbox in the village shop.

NEX T ISSUE: FEBRUARY
COPY DATE: FRI 13TH JANUARY
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.

Find us on the web at
www.hook-norton.org.uk/village-

newsletter
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Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON

Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill

Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366

VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037
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And Hook Norton Village Fayre
Looking forward to 2017

The 21st annual Hook Norton charity music festival dates are
Friday 30 June and Saturday 1 July 2017

At The Hook Norton Brewery
Moving back to the traditional date – the first weekend in July

The amazing KAST OFF KINKS make a welcome return to Hook Norton. We get another
chance to hear a set of timeless classic songs, from one of the world’s greatest bands,
featuring original Kinks - not a tribute band.

Other bands booked for 2017 include an incredible Who tribute band …
the not so ACOUSTIC WHO – The music of the Who played with the energy and excitement
of another of the legendary British bands.

We have Bewelian – a high octane electric folk band with horns! Blues from The King Biscuit
Boys and lots more acts soon to be announced.

The bill will feature a range of popular music acts, some local and some from far away for
your pleasure and entertainment!

For several years the HNCA committee have strived to present a family village event,
maintaining elements of the now mildly historical Hook Norton Rural Fayre. We have some
new members committed to enhancing the family village fayre aspects and we hope to bring
even more for our Hooky residents, children and adults.

EARLY BIRD – HALF PRICE Tickets will go on sale early in 2017.
A limited number of tickets will be made available at special price of £10 per adult- weekend-
ticket and £5 for 11-17years. These tickets can be purchased at the village shop and the
brewery with a limited number available on line from 14 January until 18 March. Ticket
pricing from 19 March will be £20 for adult weekend ticket and £10 concession weekend
ticket.
More information will be available on our website and Facebook page.

To get involved or to contact - go via our website (www.hookymusic.co.uk) or send an email
to Pete Watkins (petewatkins4@aol.com)

We are actively seeking sponsorship, please contact us if you are able to help support our
local charity music festival and village fayre.

Hook Norton Charitable Association
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HOOKY PET AND HOME CARE

● Pets fed and fussed whilst owners away

Please call

Hilary Wiseman

01608 737374

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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SEASONAL SADNESS? DON’T DESPAIR
Following the notice in October’s newsletter, we’ve had a remarkable
response from helpful hosts and we can confirm a Safari Supper for
next year. As in previous years, food, friendship, fun and – foremost
– fundraising are the cornerstones of this entertaining event. And for
2017, we are planning:

A Summer Solstice Safari Supper on Saturday 24 June
(That’s it for the alliteration, you’ll be pleased to know!)
Our format will be largely unchanged. The evening will start with
hosts and guests meeting at a central location, at 6.45pm, for fizz
and canapés, where everyone will be given details of where to go for
the main course. As you finish this course, your host will announce details of your
dessert venue, and everyone will move on to their next destination. All locations will
be within walking distance. You need to take two bottles of wine (or whatever you
prefer to drink) per couple: one bottle for your main course and one for your dessert.
Finally, we will all gather back at The Sun for a good old natter and catch-up!
Hosts
Whilst we have had a great response to our earlier request for hosts, we could do
with a few more (one for main course and two for dessert). If you choose to host a
course, you will need to seat at least four people (but preferably six) plus yourselves.
Priority booking will be given to volunteer hosts.
Cost and places
As a charitable event, all profits are going to local causes; we reveal the beneficiaries
on the night. Guests pay £22.50 per head which includes canapés and fizz to start,
main course and dessert; bargain! Hosts pay a little less to compensate towards the
spend on food. Main course hosts pay £12.50 per head; dessert hosts pay £17.50 per
head.
Our maximum number on Safari this year is 120, so places are limited and will be
allocated on a first come, first served basis (reminder – priority will be given to
those who offer to host). Places for guests will not be reserved and will only be
allocated upon full payment. Please use the tear off strip below, make your cheque
payable to Hooky Safari Supper and deliver it to Petra, Netting Street, Hook Norton,
no later than 31 March 2017. No cash please.
Any questions – please email safarisupper@live.co.uk

Kevin Hope, for the Safari Supper team
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE PRINT
Name(s)    Postal address

Mobile number   Email address

Please choose from the following options, by deleting as appropriate. I/we would like:
one/two guest places, & enclose payment of £22.50 / £45.00
to be main course host(s), & enclose payment of £12.50 / £25.00.

o The maximum number of guests I/we can accommodate is ...
to be dessert host(s), & enclose payment of £17.50 / £35.00

o The maximum number of guests I/we can accommodate is ...

Number of vegetarians:  Other dietary requirements:
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
‘Adapt or perish’ – an adage that very much applies to libraries in
the modern age, and which is reflected in all that OCC, the staff and
Friends of Hook Norton Library are doing.
Innovations over the last year include the installation of wi-fi, the
purchase of an iPad (provided by the Friends using money donated
by Taylor Wimpey), as well as a new computer network for the use
of members and visitors. Since July FOHNCL has been running Tea
at the Library on the third Wednesday of the month. This has proved
very successful, bringing in locals and passing visitors who cannot
resist our delicious home-made cakes. In addition the Reading Room has been
improved, with the Friends purchase of new storage units and tables and the hard
work of Jane Orchard and Jenny Bruton, who reorganized/tided up the whole area.
We are very grateful to all our members who continue to support us, especially those
who work as volunteers. We would also like to thank the Heath Allotment Trust and
Joe at the Village Shop for their recent very generous donations.
Come into the Library and you will find a welcoming, vibrant place, a real community
hub. At our recent AGM in September, Anne Manwaring, the Area Manager, addressed
the meeting, with a very positive and encouraging report, which included the facts
that over 8000 children’s books had been issued in the last year, and 107 children
took part in the Summer Reading Challenge. Those are impressive statistics, which
show that children today DO still read. Overall, there were 585 more visits to the
Library in 2016 compared with the previous year. Proof, I think, that there is definitely
still a place for a Library in the modern world. Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
There was a late change to the speaker at our October meeting, due to illness, but
Sue Burns of Batsford Arboretum gave an informative speech, illustrated by slides.
Although it is a garden for all seasons, autumn proves the most popular – particularly
this year when mother nature produced some really vibrant colours. The income
generated is reinvested in constantly improving facilities; some are educational, and
the latest is an extension to the terraced dining area, which gives fine views towards
Moreton-in-Marsh and beyond. Our programme concluded with the AGM, where most
of the officers and committee remain unchanged. The 2017 schedule was announced,
with the first talk in February given by David McGill on Photography in the Garden.
The full list of speakers will be published in the first Newsletter of 2017. The Spring
Show will be at the school on Saturday 8 April, and the committee are looking at the
possibility of extending entry to non-members, subject to an increased fee –
particularly in the Home craft section (cooking, painting, photography etc.).
The outdoor trips commence with a visit to RHS Wisley in Surrey, which will be on
Sunday 18 June, leaving the Sun at 9.00am, returning around 5pm. We are affiliated
to the RHS, therefore the cost will be for the coach travel – estimated at £15 a head.
On June 21, we have arranged to visit a local wild flower meadow where hopefully
we will see some orchids, and a nominal £2.00 a person will be donated to St Peter’s
flower fund. Local business Ball & Colgrave will be visited on Wednesday 19 July, we
will meet at the Sun to car share for the trip to Adderbury. Our visits will be concluded
with a visit to Waterperry Gardens for the Michelmas daisy weekend in September,
again travelling by car. The meeting concluded with cheese and biscuits with wine.
The annual subscription has been held at £6, and we would welcome new members
particularly from recent arrivals in the village from the Grange and Bourne View.

Brian Griggs, 737458
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INCREDIBLE EDIBLE HOOKY
Our Earth, Our Village, Our Story
With the growing season over, it is time to
plan for the year ahead. Just recently I sat
down to research some facts and figures for
our new web site, which will be launched
by the New Year. Whilst we want to have
fun in promoting the growing, harvesting
and cooking of our own food, I was
reminded again that the purpose of
Incredible Edible is a deadly serious one.
To truly tune into that we must first take a
moment to think about the following:
It took 250,000 years for the world’s
population to reach 1 billion; a century
passed before it reached 2 billion, and
one third of that time to reach 3 billion.
The 4th billion only took 17 years
whereas the last 3 billions took
approximately 12 years each. We
reached 7 billion people on the planet
in January of this year (2016). On this
basis, the Food and Agricultural
Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
has stated that if global population reaches
9.1 billion by 2050, the world’s food
production will need to rise by 70%.
So, it is no longer in any doubt that the planet’s resources are under huge pressure.
Clearly, we are taking out more than we are putting into a system which only has
finite resources. The problem is accelerating, and solving it a daunting prospect for
each of us. We know things must change but what can we do? Whilst we can’t act
globally, we can act locally – and every action counts. We can make a difference.

· We can reduce our impact on the environment by making choices which reduce
Hook Norton’s carbon footprint, e.g. we can grow as much of our own food
as possible, here in the village.

· We can stop relying on others to provide all our food for us and begin to
develop our capacity to feed ourselves – as our forebears did.

Yet, we have a problem. Our biggest hindrance as a community is that most of us are
living comfortable and busy lives. We don’t see this as a priority, and perhaps we
won’t until our main preoccupation becomes a scramble for food. However, there is
still time to make a difference. But we need to act as if our hair is on fire.
We have several interesting projects in the pipeline for next year from an Apothecary
Garden to (hopefully) community beehives – and the funds to do them. However, we
need more volunteers to help us grow the project. Without more help, we cannot
achieve our aims. If you want to make a difference as an individual – or perhaps you
want to sign up as a family to do something together, by for example tending one of
our beds – please contact us.

Sarah Morris, 737642, incredibleediblehooky@gmail.com
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GRANGE FARM CREATIVE
 Cakes and Crafts

Beautiful celebration cakes to order for birthdays, weddings,
and other occasions. Based at Grange Farm, Swerford.

Please Tel - 01608737313 or email
janeabbott099@gmail.com

to discuss your requirements.
Also available now - tailor made Art and Craft workshops for

one or more people, anything from a half day to a weekly
regular session. Come and learn something new - needle or

wet felting, sugar flowers and modelling, decoupage,
watercolour painting, recycled book art and other traditional

crafts with an updated twist.
Grange Farm Creative, Grange Farm, Swerford, OX74AX

Tel - 01608 737313 Email -
janeabbott099@gmail.com

01295 788845
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hi to all you lovely villagers of Hooky. Well, the evenings are drawing in and the leaves
are falling from the trees ... and, oh, so many leaves ... I find a childlike pleasure in
kicking through the crisp, dry autumn leaves although, as I type this, we've just had
some much-needed rain and the leaves are now a soggy blanket on the ground. I
hope to clear some, as time and the weather allows, so if there is a specific path or
section of road in the village that is badly covered with leaves to a point that it may
be slippery or hazardous, please do let me know – although I would also be very
grateful for the use of your nearby brown bins if there's room. Obviously, if you are
able to clear any leaves from the pavements or roads outside your home, I am sure
all users of that route would be most appreciative.
Unfortunately, I'm still finding dogs' mess around the village, and more worryingly,
on the verges outside the playground and playgroup and also, on occasion, in the
playground. As many of us are now having to walk our dogs at dusk or in the dark,
please remember to take a torch and poo bags, and be aware of where your dog is
and where it's going. Also, I am aware that several small dogs are sometimes
wandering free and unsupervised in the village. This is not only a safety hazard to
traffic but also they will be leaving their little heaps around the public areas with
no-one following with a poo bag ..! So, please, if you have a dog, especially a small,
terrier type, check your boundary fences and secure your gardens from curious
escapees.
Anyone who may be wondering where the Lost Property box from the playground has
gone: by kind permission of Joe, it is now just inside the door of the Village Shop.
Unfortunately, when in the playground, the box suffered damage and the contents
were often left strewn across the grass, resulting in them becoming damp and muddy.
All clothes I put in the box are, if necessary, laundered. There were various items of
lost property retrieved from the field after the village fireworks display and these are
now also in the box.
Just as a matter of amusing interest, some of the items I have found to date, have
consisted of all manner of clothing, including underwear and many odd socks(!),
children's toys, a tablet (thankfully, safely returned to non-resident owner), many dog
balls, an unopened, well-weathered can of Fosters, dated 2011(!), a half box of
no-longer-frozen fish fingers(!), 2 mugs and several glasses, various uneaten,
unopened sweets, a pack of sandwiches, a carrier bag of snacks and drinks and an
English Heritage Members book for the current year. It never fails to fascinate me
how many of these items end up littering the paths and roads of the village. Obviously,
the perishables, especially the fish fingers didn't end up in the lost property box!
If anyone has a surplus of garden bulbs, or seeds, that they could spare, wouldn't be
lovely to see some of the grotty, weedy areas around the village bloom in the spring?
I'll happily collect them from you. During my "other job" as a mobile hairdresser, a
lovely gentleman named Fred Dore, who is one of my Banbury clients, saw my article
in the August Hooky Newsletter, courtesy of his good friends from the village, and
donated a whole host of packets of seeds for me to plant around the village next year,
so hopefully in a year or two the village will be blooming lovely!
Anyway, thank you to all villagers, who have brought to my attention, issues around
our streets, and please continue to flag me down if there's anything within the village
that you feel I may be able to help with – or you can text or phone me.
Thank you. Have a wonderful autumn and a safe and happy festive season.

Wendy Gordon, 07779 737718, parishwarden@hook-norton.org.uk
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON KESTRELS

The Kestrels made wormeries! They kept these at home for a while to study the worms
(but the worms were released at the end!) Tabby Lucas

NO PANTO IN HOOKY THIS YEAR? - OH YES THERE IS!
For those of you concerned
by the fact that there’s no
Hooky Panto this year, fear
not! You can always come
along to the Hooky
Brewery’s Open Tap
evening on Wednesday
January 11 2017.
As well as the exciting launch of Hooky’s first beer of
2017, the January Joker, to celebrate the Joker
theme it seems only appropriate that you can also be
entertained by Banbury Cross Players potted panto
Red Hot Cinders.  This free 20 minute show is another
production from BCP’s Bitesize series, where we’re
taking theatre to our local communities.
The Open Tap evening starts at 6 pm in the Brewery’s
atmospheric cellar function area, Red Hot Cinders

starts at 8 pm.
John

McCormick
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers to
support families with children under 5 in their own homes.
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you
befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!

Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk

More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Applicants will be subject to a CRB check Registered Charity No: 1114860

Village Shop Christmas & New Year Opening Hours

The Post Office counter will be open the same opening hours.
From Tuesday 3rd January 2017 we resume our normal opening hours.

Monday to Saturday 8am – 8pm, Sundays 9am – 6pm
We wish all our customers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Saturday 24th December 8am – 4pm
Sunday 25th December Closed
Monday 26th December 10am – 4pm
Tuesday 27th December 10am – 4pm

Wednesday 28th December 8am – 6pm
Thursday 29th December 8am – 6pm

Friday 30th December 8am – 6pm
Saturday 31st December 8am – 4pm
Sunday 1st January 2017 10am – 4pm

Monday 2nd January 10am – 4pm
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We are Schwarzkopf of London trained
stylists, providing professional
hairdressing for both men and women
in a professional, friendly environment.
We specialise in cutting, colouring and
bridal hair.

Please drop in to make an appointment or
Late night opening Tuesday until 8pm,early closing  2pm
Thursday's and 5 pm rest of working week.

See opposite for Xmas opening hours
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Email: mariaduval231@gmail.com
Tel: 01608 730 456

Mobile: 07948 538 614

For help and initial consultation contact
Helga Maria Disney
Psychotherapist & Counsellor

Over 20 years experience in the NHS and private practice. UKCP & MBACP accredited.

Worried? Life Getting Too Much?
Do you need help with any of the following?

• Relationship difficulties
• Divorce / separation
• Bereavement
• Anxiety, stress or depression

• Family issues
• Low self esteem
• Life changes
• Trauma



WILDLIFE NOTES
Last edition hedgehogs were mentioned. This must have spurred
some of you to contact me with details of your sightings. Several
have been seen in various locations around the village including
D'Oyly Close. A young 'hog was found near one of the farms in the
area, and taken to a rescue centre. Our esteemed Editor found
some footprints in his garden one morning and was able to
photograph them before they succumbed to human footprints
obliterating them.
I have mentioned in previous newsletters that hedgehogs are in
decline nationally. However, I was surprised to find a brief article
about them in the Evening Standard. Apparently there are less than
50 living in a small area of Regents Park. Their territory is governed
by local roads which hinder their safe progress beyond the park.
Historian Tom Holland is fighting to instigate TfH – Transport for
Hedgehogs. As there are bike specific lanes to protect cyclists
perhaps it could be a good idea to introduce a similar idea for

hedgehogs.
He feels that there is a need to
link up the city's parks and
other green spaces with a
network of hedgehog super
highways. Indeed discussions
have begun between Holland
and the London Wildlife Trust
about how this could be
implemented.
Enough of hedgehogs for this
edition! Three roe deer have
been seen on farmland to the
south of Gilden Farm. Since
access to the “footpath” over
this land has been blocked they
are now free to roam without
being disturbed by humans.

Perhaps this will encourage more to venture in these fields.
Wendy Gordon wonders if the feed she puts out in her bird feeders is responsible for
unusual species to dine at her table. The photo, kindly supplied by Wendy, shows a
jackdaw, which was a recent visitor.
A heron has been seen by the Rop Stream on a few occasions, as well as flying over
the village. Ian and Linda Buchanan saw a yellow wagtail on a lily pad on their pond.
It was too quick and flew off before Ian had a chance to photograph it.
The final sighting for this edition is from Helen Burchell. It was more of a rescue
actually as she found a young tawny owl by the side of the road between Milcombe
and Hooky. It seemed to have been stunned, so she was able to put it on the seat
beside her as she drove home. Helen then took it to an owl rescue sanctuary near
Stonesfield for them to check it over before it was successfully released. The website,
in case any readers find owls, is www.chrissiesowls.com
As usual please advise me of your wildlife sightings. If you are able to supply a
photograph that would be an added bonus.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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1�� HOOK NORTON BROWNIES
The autumn term has been a busy one for
Brownies with activities ranging from cycling
skills (with thanks to Chris Green), making
a guy for the village bonfire and filling
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.
We also joined with the other village Guiding and Scouting groups to mark
Remembrance Day, creating some stunning clay poppies (thanks to Whichford Pottery
for support with this), and culminating in the Remembrance Day service in the church.
We are looking forward to our joint Christmas party, shared with the 2nd Hook Norton
Rainbows, and then a busy calendar of activities starting again in January.

Sarah Heath & Lynne Mcardle

CHRISTMAS CANTER
Hook Norton Harriers are holding the 10th running of the Hooky Christmas Canter on
Sunday 18 December; start 11.00am at HNSSC, The Bourne, Hook Norton. OX15 5PB.
This is a multi-terrain, hilly, Cotswold course of approximately 7 miles (unmeasured).
It is a great Christmas atmosphere, with many runners wearing festive fancy dress
(prize for the best!). All finishers receive mulled wine (or hot drink) and a mince pie;
Christmas pud for category winners!  Entry online via our
website http://www.hooknortonharriers.org.uk/ or for a form please ring me; entries
on the day £2 extra. Hook Norton Harriers would like to apologise in advance for any
inconvenience to the residents of Hook Norton.

Martin Foster, 07967 371282

District Council Surgery
District Councillor Hugo Brown will be holding a Surgery on Saturday 4 February
2017 between 10.00am and 12.00 Noon at the Hook Norton Memorial Hall to
discuss any concerns, complaints or questions you may have.
No booking required. Just turn up

Henry’s in Hooky
The eagerly-awaited arrival of Hooky's very own butcher is here

Henry has open his doors to the public
Get in there - check out the wonderful selection on offer. Christmas
orders are ready to be taken, too. Why go anywhere else when we
have a quality butcher right here in the village? Visit Henry at:

Hook Norton Butchers, Heath Court, Hook Norton. See you there!
(Advertisement on back cover)
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
Last summer saw the Cricket Club back to two senior teams in the Oxfordshire Cricket
Association. The 1st XI team did well and finished mid-league in Division 5, whilst the
2nd XI was slightly above this level in Division 9. The 2nd XI regularly featured several
junior members, allowing the average age of the team to reach a more respectable
value. The juniors all contributed significantly, with maiden 50s for some and the
opportunity to open the bowling or keep wicket for others.
The Club also has a thriving Junior section with their own fixtures for different age
groups.
The Club is looking to build on this foundation, and we are actively seeking new players
of any age and ability to come along and play, making the most of the spectacular
facilities just off The Bourne.
Winter nets start for anyone wanting to play Saturday league cricket, at Sibford School
Sports Hall from Wednesday 15 March, at 8.00 pm, for 6 weeks.
Quiz Night is Friday 3 March.
Any prospective new members should contact either:
Senior Section: Rob Webb – 07932 156641 – robs-crops@hotmail.co.uk
Junior Section: Grant Haldane – 01608 738328 – granthaldane@btinternet.com

Clive Plant, Secretary, 730509

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
Email: hnppg@internet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days Times Costs
Breakfast Club Monday–Friday 7.30-9am £3.00 per hour

Morning Playgroup Monday–Friday 9am–12 noon £15.00
Pick Up from Nursery Monday–Friday 11.30am £2.50
Lunch Club Monday–Friday 12 noon–12.30pm £2.50

Take to Nursery Monday–Friday 12.30pm £2.50
Afternoon Playgroup Monday–Friday 12.30–3.30pm £15.00
Pick Up from School Monday–Friday 3.15-4pm £2.50
After School Club Monday–Friday 3.15–6pm £5.00 per hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2010
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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JOHN STUBBS GOLF LTD
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club

Wigginton • Nr. Banbury • Oxfordshire • OX15 5HL
Tel: 01608 730047 • Email: johnstubbs26@hotmail.co.uk • Web: www.jsgolf.co.uk

LADIES GROUP COACHING - every Tuesday and Saturday
CHILDREN’S COACHING - every Saturday

INDIVIDUAL COACHING AVAILABLE
GolfMark and

CRB accredited
Fully Stocked Shop

with the latest brands
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HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Many thanks to all who attended the Autumn Concert – A great
night was had, and over £400 was collected in aid of St Peter's
Church and Cancer Research. Make a note in your December
diary: the ever popular (filled to capacity – old bewiskered gent
in red outfit!!) Christmas Concert is at St Peter’s on Saturday
3 December, 7.30pm; main and training band, mulled wine,
mince pies, Janice & Jean's raffle and all the expected
trimmings; free admission with retiring collection for the Band.
Also, the ever popular Carol singing with the Band outside the Sun Inn on Sunday 18
December, 6.00pm. No excuses!! Martin Quartermain

NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
I don’t know if it’s just because I’m getting older that time seems to fly by these days,
or if it’s because every day at Great Rollright School is an extremely busy day. The
weeks since September and our return to school after the summer holidays have just
flown by. The good weather helped hugely, as our children just love to be outside as
much as possible.
As we look back over the last fifteen weeks or so, it’s a good time to reflect on how
much has been crammed into our weeks at school and how many trips out have been
arranged. Children from Years 3–6 have had swimming lessons since September at
Bloxham Pool, and we are delighted with the progress that has been made, particularly
by the less confident novice swimmers. We were very fortunate in November to be
invited to Kingham Hill School for an afternoon of Year 5 and 6 exciting science
learning, delivered by their specialist teachers. We were also thrilled to be able to take
our Year 4–6 children to Sibford to listen to Matt Haig, who is a brilliant author of both
fiction and non-fiction for children and adults. He talked to the children about his
bestselling children's novel, A Boy Called Christmas which is currently being adapted
for film.
We have taken teams of both boys and girls to two Chipping Norton Partnership Sports
Tournaments and, on both occasions, been delighted with the children’s fabulous
behaviour, and also their determination and skill which had led to better placings than
we have had before!
One very special visitor, a man in a red suit, came to visit every child after our
Christmas lunch, and give each child a special present! The children were all delighted
to see Father Christmas in school!
As ever, our Friends Association, appreciating our need for extra funding in these
difficult times of reduced school funding, have been working hard to raise money
whilst organising social events. They have held two children’s parties, and have also
supported the school’s concert evening, serving refreshments. There was also a
Christmas Hamper Raffle, which raised a good amount of money to support the children
in school. I appreciate that many people consider schooling to be fully funded by
Government money, but the reality is that funds allocated are insufficient in the current
economic climate and we no longer just buy ‘the extras’ from the funds we raise.
We held two services in St Andrew’s during the autumn. Our Harvest Service was an
opportunity for the children to share some of the thinking they have been doing in
R.E. lessons about Harvest, which included thanks to God for his wonderful world and
also all our talents! We were also in the church for a beautiful Carol Service just before
the end of term. We would like to thank Wendy for all her support for these services.
Everyone at Great Rollright School would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and all you could wish for in the New Year! Anne Hewett
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Member of the Society of Will Writers and The Professional
Association of Legal Services.

Whether you want a Standard Will or a Protective Trust Will, we can help you, in
your own home, at a time to suit you.

Very experienced Estate Planning Consultant resident in Middle Tysoe.
Our central Legal Department is headed by a Trust and Estate Planning expert with

other specialist lawyers available within the Group.
Central operation supported by a local consultant ensures very professional

documentation at prices which are extremely competitive. Complete customer
confidentiality at all times.

Just Wills & Legal Services specialises in Wills, Trust Wills, Lasting Powers of
Attorney, Probate....

For a company brochure/further information contact:
Marcus S Lymbery Aff.SWW
Tel. 01295 680828 Mobile 07775 758972
Email: marc.lymbery@gmail.com
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HOOKY ON PARADE
Delivering beer around the highways, byways and sometimes
back alleys of the country can require military levels of
organisation, patience and precision and, for Derek, one of
our drivers, this comes in handy outside work.
In his spare time, you will find Staff Sergeant Derek Pratt
making the 170 mile round trip to Southampton after work
every Tuesday evening, and every other weekend, to his
regiment, the 457 Battery part of 106 Regiment Royal
Artillery. During Derek’s 28 year career in the Reserve force
he has served twice in operations in Iraq.
This commitment to the cause was rewarded at the weekend,
when Derek was asked to be part of the Lord Mayor’s Show
on Saturday, and The Cenotaph for Remembrance Day on
Sunday.
Following a frantic week of boot polishing and kit sorting,
Derek was proud to represent his regiment, and is looking
forward to returning to his working week without the need
for so much polishing!
Mark Graham, Marketing Manager, Hook Norton Brewery,

737210

MACMILLAN ANNUAL COFFEE MORNING
Well, once again Hook Norton
supported this very worthwhile
cause by attending and supporting
the coffee morning, held in St
Peter's church on Friday 30
September.
What a lot of people attended,
drinking coffee and eating a
wonderful selection of cakes,
purchasing raffle tickets and
enjoying the usual selection of
Christmas Cards to start
preparation for Christmas! The
church again proved to be a perfect
setting for the event - once again
the weather helped to set the scene,
with the sun streaming through the
stained-glass windows.
Thank you to everyone who
supported and attended this annual
event – I am thrilled to announce
that a total of £819.44 was raised.

This is a terrific amount and I would just like to congratulate everyone for contributing
and helping to make this event such a success.

Julie Wood
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2017 Directory of Services
Would you like to be included in the

2017 Hook Norton Directory of Services?
This brochure of names and numbers for local businesses and places of interest is
distributed along with the February Village Newsletter and included on the village
website, reaching everybody living in and around the village.
As well as the obvious advantage of advertising our ever-increasing number of local
businesses, this brochure is intended to inform villagers of contact names and
numbers for the many local organisations that we have, under headed categories.
Entries need to be in by 31 December.

Thank you for your support
If you would like to be included in the next directory, you can either fill in the
application form below and deposit it in the box in The Village Shop, or send it to:

Diana Barber, Dove Close House, Scotland End, Hook Norton OX15 5NR
or information for your entry can be emailed to Diana at : bar4ber@gmail.com
To help with the printing costs, a donation of £7 for the Hook Norton Newsletter

should be attached to all forms or sent electronically to:
Account: Hook Norton Newsletter,

Sort Code: 08-92-99 Account Number: 65249518

Your Details

     Name...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

     Phone Number.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

     Donation sent in the form of..........................................................................................................................................................

Cash/Cheque/Direct payment

Directory Details

     Category.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

     Business / Organisation Name..................................................................................................................................................

                  .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

     Contact Name..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

     Contact Number................................................................................................................................................................................................................

     Mobile Number (if available)...........................................................................................................................................................

     E-Mail Address.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

     Web Address...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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FROM THE FIRE STATION

The Crew at Hooky Fire Station provide cover for the village and surrounding area for
all manner of emergencies, providing assistance ranging from Fires to Road Traffic
Collisions, Chemical Incidents to Animal Rescues, Floodings to Fuel Spillages, whilst
also providing support for incidents across the whole county.
The summer and early autumn period has been busy for the station, with a combination
of incidents attended and training sessions.
The crew attended two serious road collisions in the summer – where thankfully the
occupants of the cars have recovered well from their injuries – a number of chimney
fires in the local villages and, more recently, a serious thatch fire near Charlbury.
As we move towards winter we advise people with open fires or wood burning stoves
to have their chimneys swept twice a year. Also, as we approach the festive period,
please be careful with candles by ensuring they are placed in a suitable holder and
away from decorations. Tea Lights placed on a bare surface are a common cause of
candle related fires. If you have any concerns or queries regarding safety at home,
or on the road go to www.356alive.co.uk, or call 0800 0325999.
For Hooky’s Fire Crew to be available for emergency calls for as many hours in the
week as possible we need a full complement of personnel, and we welcome new
recruits. You need to be 18–60 years old, in relatively good health and live/work
around 5 minutes from Hook Norton. If you are interested in joining the team, please
contact me, or call in at the station to see us on our training night, which is every
Wednesday evening.
Merry Christmas and a happy, safe New Year from all at The Fire Station!

Danny Hicks, Station Support Officer, 07917 013533
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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BAPTIST BANTER
A Christmas Surprise
What a year of surprises! I think 2016 will go
down as a notable year as the country voted
for an exit from the European Union and the
United States elected a new president against
all the polls. The next few years are going to
have some challenges as these changes come
into effect.
Christmas tends to be a time of surprises as
we open our presents and find what is inside
the wrapping! We may also be surprised by guests dropping in with Christmas greetings.
Two thousand years ago, there was a surprise that would bring about change to the
whole world, that of the arrival of Jesus, the Christ. Although foretold in prophecy
hundreds of years before, His arrival still came as a surprise because the Jews expected
the Messiah to come as a king, to rule over Israel and banish the Roman occupiers
from their country. Instead, He arrived in a stable in Bethlehem to a carpenter and
his wife in lowly surroundings.
It is significant that Jesus came into this world in humble surroundings because it was
God’s plan that His Son would be approachable to everyone. Some of His first visitors
were lowly shepherds guarding their sheep on a hillside. They had received news of
His arrival from a host of angels in the dark night sky! A few years later, wealthy wise
men found Him after following a star and brought expensive gifts for the new Messiah.
It was always God’s plan to send Jesus, His Son, into this world that we may know
Him, listen to His teachings, and to follow Him. He came to show us that God, our
Father in heaven, loves each and every one of us and has a plan for our lives. In the
book of Jeremiah, chapter 29, verse 11 says: ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.’
If you feel hopeless and that you have no future, I want to really encourage you to
listen to the Christmas story. Even if you are prosperous and have a bright future,
Jesus wants to be part of your life too! Join us in our services this Christmas, and be
surprised!
Church News
Alpha: You will have noticed that Bear Grylls has now disappeared from the hedge
outside the church. The Alpha Course he was promoting has taken place; in fact two
courses were run simultaneously during October and November with a number of
participants who have all found it helpful and stimulating. We will probably be running
another course next year.
The first Just Deserts event of the new year will be a ‘Musical cum Variety’ evening
on February 25.
Christmas Arrangements
December 18: 10.30am, Carol Service; 6pm, Carols outside The Sun
December 24: 11.15pm, Christmas Eve Communion
December 25: 10am, Christmas Day Family Service
Hall bookings: Janice Quartermain, 737269
Newsletter contact: Dorothy Smith, 737266

Pastor Peter Brookes, 730677, hookypastor@gmail.com, @ HookyPastor
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112

Caterpillar Music

Fun and learning for children 0 to 4 years, lots of nursery rhymes, puppets
and musical instruments.

In the back room of The Sun Inn, Hook Norton.
Every Monday at 9.30.

Come along for a free trial session.
Call Maggie 01295 788804.
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ST PETER’S CRAFT FAIR AND GRAND DRAW
On Saturday 5 November, St Peter’s church hosted the
21st annual craft fair; the sun shone outside and the forty
stalls looked amazing inside, with a fantastic array of
superb work. The quality and variety of work meant that
folk shopped enthusiastically, much to the delight of the
craftspeople, many of whom also demonstrated their

fascinating skills. Such
interest was shown that
in the new year we will
be hosting workshops
with these craftspeople,
specifically for book
folding, needlefelting
and encaustic wax
painting; see the next
newsletter for dates and
details.
The lovely atmosphere that always prevails at this
event was evident, and once again it was extremely
well attended by
visitors, many from
far afield – but also,
as always, by the
wonderful Hooky
folk who turned out

in force to support St Peter’s; thank you all. It is
also heartening that so many folk who no longer live
in the village put the date in their diaries and come
back for this special day, to catch up with old friends
whilst enjoying all that this great event has to offer.
For those near and far who like to be very organised

– next year’s
date is Saturday
4 November!
The fabulous
Grand Draw with
over 80 prizes this
year was once
again a huge
success; our grateful thanks go to the many
individuals and businesses who sponsored or
provided prizes, too many to name them all, but
special thanks go to: Nigel Matthews Plant Hire,
Thomas Franks & Co, and King & Woolley Estate
Agents. Our heartfelt thanks also go to all who
helped in any way on the actual day in order to make
this lovely event happen; with your help and support
we raised a magnificent £6,321.

Jan Hughes and Becky Cooke
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SPACE FOR EVERYONE
I have enjoyed, over the years, many miles and hours of safe, pleasurable running
and cycling. Unfortunately, I have also endured heckling, collisions, near misses, and
being the target for missiles thrown by passengers from passing cars! Regrettably,
this has even happened within our lovely village.
A couple of recent issues led me to feel I should share some thoughts about our roads...
We have many poorly-maintained areas on our roads; many of the roads in and around
our village are narrow and winding, and the pavements are largely inadequate. We
also have a wide variety of types of road users, and we must all respect and look out
for each other.

Often the grass verges or road edges are too hazardous to use, so non-motorised
traffic may be forced away from these areas. If you are a motorist, please always give
a wide berth when passing, or wait until it is safe to do so.
Runners, walkers, and cyclists must, like horse riders, consider their visibility and
safety equipment such as a good fitting helmet. Make sure you can be seen, but also
make sure you can hear any approaching traffic! Headphones are dangerous to use
– and you're missing the sounds of the nature around you.
Rather than just focussing on the needs of cyclists (like the current ‘Space for Cycling’
campaign), I urge us all to consider the needs and safety of all other road users. Let's
give Space For Everyone!

Jill Hewitt-Gray

The west end of The Bourne. A case in point?  Ed.

SHIPSTON HOME NURSING
Christmas Gift Fair at Townsend Hall, Sheep Street, Shipston. CV36 4AE
Tuesday 15 November 6–9.00pm / Wednesday 16 November 9.30am–3.00pm
Entry: £5, includes coffee and a home-made biscuit. Lunch: 12.00–2.30pm
The Carice Singers Carol Concert
St Edmund’s Church, Shipston. CV36 4AP
Saturday 17 December, 7.00pm.  Tickets £15 (includes a glass of wine and mince pie)
from me – or any remaining on the door

Rebecca Mawle, 674929, rebecca@shn-fundraising.co.uk
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793 hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Opening Hours: Monday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm*

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm   (*volunteers only)
Friday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am – 12.30pm

Well done to all the children who participated in the 2016 Summer Reading
Challenge. 109 children completed the challenge at Hook Norton Library, an all-time
record. I had the privilege of presenting the children with their medals and certificates
at special assemblies in three local schools. We also had two prize winners at Hook
Norton Library for the Midsummer Night’s Read, adult reading challenge. Sophia
Robinson won a family ticket to Oxford Ice Rink and Jill Head won a book about
Shakespeare donated by the Bodleian Library. Over the summer, the activities in the
library were also well attended, so thanks to all the children and their parents for
supporting Hook Norton Library over the summer holidays, as this meant our borrowing
statistics for children’s books were up by 29% for this period. Well done junior
readers – you’re brilliant!
The Friends of Hook Norton Community Library afternoon teas in the Reading Room
are proving very popular, and everyone is welcome. The last one of this year is on 21
December 3–4.30pm. The Friends group also recruit the lovely volunteers who assist
me in the library, there are currently 16 volunteers, but the volunteer co-ordinator
Stella Wilson, says a few more would be most welcome. So if you’re interested in
joining the volunteer team, please ask Stella or Karen for more details.
There will be lots of festive fun in the library during December; please check the
website or posters in the library for more details. I hope the children will take part in
the colouring competitions, and we need someone to colour and design the star for
the top of the Hook Norton Library Christmas tree. I will also be encouraging readers
to try a lucky dip book over the festive season; look out for the lucky dip boxes.
Whatever your plans, I wish you all a wonderful Christmas. Thank you to all our
customers for your valued support during 2016, and for making the library a lovely
place to work. Happy holidays and Keep Calm and Carry On Reading in 2017.

Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager
I am currently reading ‘The Light Between Oceans’ by M L Stedman.
Hot tip: If you read just one book next year, my recommendation would be ‘All
the Light We Cannot See’ by Anthony Doerr.

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:

Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday

Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!

Contact Vicky on 737985
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OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY

Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.

Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG

01295 265424

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.

As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
ü Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
ü Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
ü Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
ü Specialist Letting and Management service.
ü Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
ü Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.
Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,

call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
The new term has gone so fast and we are already
deep in rehearsals for our Christmas productions.
As usual we are inviting older members of the
community to a Christmas tea, after watching the
KS1 production on Monday 5 December at 1.30pm.
Please RSVP the school office if you are coming.
We have had an incredibly busy term, with the
completion of the new classrooms, which are very
impressive. The new classrooms are now fully
operational and we have welcomed new children into
the Reception class. The outdoor area for Foundation
Stage is perfect for promoting the all-round
development of our youngest pupils, and inside we have a very spacious classroom,
set up with all the areas for excellent early years learning. We accept children from
the term after their third birthday into our purpose built Nursery class. Year 5 and
Year 6 are very excited to be in our new, large KS2 classes, with new furniture and
resources. You are warmly invited to visit the school and see the new extensions on
Friday 13 January, 2-3pm, when we will be having our grand opening. Refreshments
will be served.
The school enjoyed International Week, where each class chose a country to study in
depth. We took part in Hawaiian dancing, storytelling and cooking from around the
world, to name but a few activities. We were helped by enormous support from parents
and volunteers from the community – thank you!
The school has a new British Council project with our old friends in Sweden – Park
School – to develop skills in Maths and Literacy through entrepreneurial activities.
Look out for a young Alan Sugar near you!
In sport, we continue to go from strength to strength, with an impressive win for our
U11 Boys in the inter-schools football tournament. Our very strong sports partnership
with local schools allows our children to experience a wide range of sports and
competitions throughout the year. We are delighted to have achieved the Silver School
Games Mark – this Government led awards scheme rewards schools for their
commitment to the development of competition across their school and into the
community.
Our exam results this year were very strong – the school was considerably above the
national average for children achieving the expected standard at the end of Y6 in
reading, Writing and Maths. We also had 100% of children in Y1 achieving the phonics
pass mark, and received a letter from Nick Gibb (the Minister for Schools) to
congratulate us for being in the top 3% of schools in the country!
In January we are starting new after school care provision, called ‘Owl Club’, where
children can be looked after by our trained staff in our Study Centre until 6.00pm.
Children will be able to enjoy a range of activities, do their homework and attend other
sports or activity clubs running elsewhere in the school.
Our Study Centre is once more available for hire, so if you have a community group
or even a one off event and need a well-equipped room with kitchen and toilet facilities,
please speak to the school office.

Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk

Grand Opening of the new
extension to Hook Norton

CE Primary School
Friday 13 January 2017

2.00-3.00pm
Refreshments courtesy of

FOHNS
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Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the summer Banbury league matches: We
have three teams in the floodlit league, which
started in October. The A and B teams are currently
in 5th and 6th place in Division 1; and the C team is
4th in Division 4.
Junior coaching: The coaching programme finished
at the end of November this term, due to the school hall being used for the
Christmas play, and Marc being on coaching courses during the first two weeks in
December. Coaching will restart in January as normal.
Junior Membership Fees: The tennis club committee would like all juniors who
attend term time coaching sessions to become members of the club. There are two
options: you can either pay £20.00 per child per year (1 April to 31 March) or
£10.00 per child per term. This is a separate payment from the coaching fees, and
should be made payable to the ‘Hook Norton Tennis Club’. The main benefit of
becoming a junior member is that your child/children will be able to use the tennis
courts (when they are available) to practise.
Cardio Tennis: Sessions are held Wednesday evenings 7–8pm.
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Tennis details: 01295 265085 / 07930

406015 / marcgilkes@fsmail.net. To play in a team or for more information contact
Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons1@aol.com, or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk

Elaine Priestley

HOOKY PLAYERS DRAMA GROUP
Our next production will be Something to Hide, by Leslie Sands.
This is a thriller set in the 1950’s with a cast of seven – three
male and four female. Performance dates are 4–6 May 2017 in
the Memorial Hall, Hook Norton. If you would like to be involved,
either on stage or off, or are generally interested in Hooky
Players, we are holding an open casting and production evening
at the Baptist’s Hall on Thursday 9 February at 7.30pm. All are
welcome, irrespective of experience. Wine, cheese and light
refreshments will be served.
If you are unable to come on 9 February and would like any more information please
contact Sheila Rider (730355) or myself.
We always welcome new members and would be delighted to see as many new faces
as possible. Richard Wheelton, 737423

KATHARINE HOUSE
Our ever-popular Christmas cards are now on sale in our shops, or from our new
website: www.khh.org.uk/pages/shop/department/christmas
£1 buys you a ticket for our Christmas Raffle from our shops or from the Hospice.
Prizes include Xbox games console, giant 4.5l bottle of Bell’s Whisky, a beautiful
handcrafted applique quilt, and many more! Draw on 19 December.

Chris Higgins
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Colour Analysis by Annie Broe

I will show you which colours are best for you.

Wearing the right colours is an easy and effective way to enhance your appearance.

You will instantly look more radiant, younger and healthier

You will feel more confident

Colours are very powerful – use this power to your advantage and look fantastic!

Gift Vouchers available – the perfect present – especially for Mother’s Day

For a personal colour analysis or for more details please call me on
01295 780637 or 07930 398151 or email annie4colourandstyle@gmail.com
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:
Emma Kane, Chair, Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair, Allison Hicks, Brian Griggs, Thomas Wright,
Nathan Matthews, Charles Henderson, Nicholas Casson*, Derek Brotherston*, Danny Duggan*,

Kate McCall-McCowan* (*Co-opted)
Working Groups:

· Recreation: Cllrs Kane, McCall-McCowan and Cllr Matthews
· Cemetery and Allotments: Cllrs Hicks, Wright and Duggan
· Environment: Cllrs Griggs, McCall-McCowan, Wright and Casson
· War Memorial Hall: Cllrs Kane, Watkins, Brotherston and Henderson.
· Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr Hicks

War Memorial Hall: David Green Decorating Ltd will be painting the facias and guttering in
the next few weeks. The internal lights have been replaced with LEDs.
Defibrillator: A defibrillator has been purchased and will be placed on the outside wall of the
War Memorial Hall.
Road Signage/White Lines: OCC Highways has carried out white lining in some parts of the
village.
Cemetery: The Parish Council is seeking quotations from specialist contractors to eradicate
Japanese Knotweed by the stream in the cemetery. One quotation of £2.5–£3K has already
been received.
Mr and Mrs Ray Jelf have generously donated a further 3,000 spring bulbs to the parish. At a
recent Parish Council meeting, Councillors thanked them both and also added thanks to John
Blackham, Dave Shepherd and Brian Griggs, who have planted them in the cemetery grounds.
The Parish Council is seeking volunteers to join the ‘Friends of Hook Norton Cemetery’ group to
assist with cemetery tidying and maintenance. Please contact Councillor Allison Hicks at
allisonjphicks@gmail.com if you would be willing to help.
Survey of Parish Council owned trees: Sacha Barnes Ltd will be carrying out a survey of
Parish Council owned trees during November.
Public Telephone Boxes: BT have given notice that the little used phone boxes outside the
War Memorial Hall and the Pear Tree public house are to be removed.
Disabled Parking Bay: OCC is carrying out an informal consultation which has arisen out of
disabled residents’ requests for a Disabled Persons’ Parking Place (DPPP) in the High Street,
near the village shop.
Budget 2017-2018: At the Parish Council meeting on 10 November Councillors discussed the
budget for 2017–2018 and unanimously agreed to increase the parish precept to £80K to allow
for an increase in the cost of grass cutting (due to OCC cut backs), maintenance/repairs to
stone walls, removal of Japanese Knotweed from the cemetery, maintenance of play areas
(including those on new housing estates) and other services which OCC is seeking to transfer
to parishes.
Appointment of Internal Auditor for Parish Council and War Memorial Hall Accounts
2016–2017: Mr David Ralls, Springfield Rd, Banbury has been appointed internal auditor for
these accounts.
Grass Cutting Contract: The Parish Council grass cutting contract with Aston Woodland Care
has been extended for 2 years.
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL): CDC has published a draft charging schedule for
consultation. CIL is a planning charge which CDC can choose to apply to new developments in
Cherwell. It is a mechanism for local authorities to help deliver infrastructure to support
development of the area. The draft charging schedule sets out the proposed CIL rates and the
geographical areas for the three residential rates. A hard copy can be viewed during opening
hours at Hook Norton Library, or details can be found on
www.cherwell.gov.uk/planningpolicyconsultation.
Faulty Street Lights: These should be reported on 0800 317802, giving the exact location
and the number on the pole if possible.

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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2ND HOOK NORTON RAINBOWS
We’ve had a busy and enjoyable term, with our
Rainbows taking part in lots of fun activities. In
October, planning got underway to resurrect the
Rainbow garden. To mark the occasion, all the
Rainbows planted tulip bulbs – we’re hoping for a
rainbow of blooms next spring! On top of this,
Sarah Morris of Incredible Edible Hooky is
coordinating the renovation of the garden so that
Rainbows can become a part of the edible
initiative. We are extremely grateful to Sarah and
Incredible Edible Hooky for helping us by freely
donating their time and resources, including wood
and compost. We’ll also be asking parents if they
would like to help us in the new year! Over the
Christmas holidays, the Rainbows will be
preparing for our spring activities by thinking
about what vegetables and herbs can be cultivated
in a partially shaded area.
On 3 October, the Rainbows paid their first ever
visit to the Hook Norton Brewery Museum for an
enjoyable and informative talk with Scott. The Rainbows found this very interesting
and remembered a lot of facts – including the key ingredients required for making
beer! The trip ended with a tour around the yard and a visit to the much-loved Shires
in the field. This was a special reminder of how big a part the brewery has played in
the community from its very beginning.
On Sunday 13 November, the Rainbows were proud to march alongside the Brownies
and Guides to the annual Service of
Remembrance. We started at the village
green and our flag was carried into church
by Hannah Newby, with our wreath laid by
Annie Spicer. All the Rainbows then proudly
sang, alongside the other Scouting and
Guide units, ‘It’s a Long Way to Tipperary’
and ‘Pack up Your Troubles’. I was told this
is the first year all the children had actively
participated and everyone felt it was a fitting
and touching way to mark this important
occasion (thanks to Julie Wood for the photo).
By the time this goes to print, we will also
have packed shoeboxes for Operation
Christmas Child, enjoyed an educational
woodland walk by torchlight at the Warriner
School and celebrated with the Brownies at a Christmas party, where we expect lots
of fun games and making Christmas crackers for the elderly of Chipping Norton.
Rainbows welcomed Alice Dix as a youth leader to help us alongside Holli. We said
goodbye to three of our Rainbows: Hannah Newby, Evie Molmans and Emma Barnett.
We wish them all luck in the future and are sure that they will love Brownies as much
as Rainbows!
We look forward to more new adventures in 2017!

Jacquie Barnett
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Ed: No article here but couldn’t resist the photo
of a lovely Hooky rainbow - thanks Julie Wood!
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
It is salutary to look through my offerings for 2016 – a roller-coaster of delights that
I hope has given you as much enjoyment as they have me. There are favourites who
earn their place; not least Compton Verney, and it is wonderful to report that they
have won an award as ‘Best Gallery in Cotswolds’ (okay geography wasn’t part of the
criteria!). Certainly my subsequent visit lived up to the expectations I voiced in our
last edition – I was captivated by the watercolours from The Royal Collection recording
Victoria’s historic state visit to Paris in 1855. These colourful depictions of the
pageantry had a wonderful counterpoint with ‘Picasso on Paper’ – Muses, Myths,
Minotaurs – allowing us to see the brilliantly inventive printmaking career of one of
the most influential figures of 20th century Art. It runs to 11 December, so still time.
If we think of ‘greats’ then the National Gallery provides an inspiring opportunity to
view the impact Caravaggio’s paintings had on his 17th century contemporaries. Even
so, the exhibition shows that none of them came close to his genius. Entitled ‘Beyond
Caravaggio’ it runs to 15 January.
I admit I have seldom made reference to photographic exhibitions but I think ‘The
Radical Eye’ at Tate Modern (to 7 May) is a worthy inclusion. It consists of some 150
rare vintage photographs from the Sir Elton John Collection. It includes such greats
as Dorothea Lange’s 1936 ‘Migrant Mother’ – but more so, next to this icon, is another
shot portraying a girl, ‘dirty, suspicious and scrawny with hunger’ – titled ‘The Damage
is Already Done’. To me, The ‘Grapes of Wrath’ comes alive! The famous are there too
– Duke Ellington, Gipsy Rose Lee, Salvador Dali and an impressive collection of Man
Ray’s work.
Tate Britain has on show until 5 March an exhibition of Paul Nash’s work, featuring
paintings from his artistic roots in the English landscape, that became translated into
the horrors he experienced in the carnage of World War I. He became a visionary who
found his voice in the hell of war. Between the wars, he produced wonderful variations
from Shell posters to surrealist dreams and personal myths. The Second World War
saw him back as a War Artist and the recording of aerial battles and crashed planes;
an exhibition not to be missed.
On stage the revival of Peter Shaffer’s ‘Amadeus’ is a special – not least as the actor
Lucian Msamati promises to be a sensational villain in the role of the composer Salieri.
If you cannot get to the National Theatre, it is to be broadcast live on 7 February. The
Watermill at Newbury is celebrating its 50th Season – and begins with a hilarious
high-energy musical who-dunnit: ‘Murder For Two’; a huge hit off-Broadway, it is
destined for London. It runs from 20 January to 25 February.
I am sad that I have missed two excellent plays, and must hope they will pop up
nearer home – the Royal Exchange, Manchester performed Hugh Whitemore’s
‘Breaking the Code’ with a brilliant version of Alan Turing by Daniel Rigby. Then at
Chichester, the great Edward Fox was beguiling – indeed dapper poetry-in-motion –
as John Betjeman in a one-man show called ‘Sand in the Sandwiches’. Let us all look
out for them.
Concerts abound – with Christmas in mind; in Birmingham at the Symphony Hall on
13 December there is ‘Renaissance Christmas’ with the Tallis Scholars – music by
Victoria, Britten, Tallis and Taverner. This should be a festive treat but let me end with
an exciting 2017 concert by the young guitarist Sean Shibe. He will be playing Dowland,
Malcolm Arnold, Walton, Lennox Berkley and Britten at SJE Arts, Iffley Rd. Oxford on
21 January. Happy times

John Wheatley
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The Pheasant Pluckers Inn
The Green Burdrop

Now open for Sunday Lunch

Private parties also catered for in our bar, restaurant
and fabulous garden with its far reaching views.

www.thepheasantpluckersinn.com
01295 780494

We offer a selection of Cotswold Beers, Lager and Cider
We are recruiting, please call for info

We also have a holiday cottage for rent

Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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HOOKY ALTERNATIVE RACE FOR LIFE
The 7th Hooky Alternative Race for Life took place on
Sunday 2 October. 125 runners lined up, including men,
women, children, dogs and – a new category this year –
a tortoise! Once again, the people of Hook Norton threw
themselves wholeheartedly into the event, with runners
aged 18 months to 71 years turning up in an impressive
array of pink costumes. 117 entrants finished – there is a
rumour that the other 8 may have fallen into a pub on
the way round!
For the first time in the race’s history, we had a dead
heat for first place, with Chris Alderson and 15-year-old
Luke Street crossing the line in 18 minutes and 15
seconds. Jack Russell, Poppy Street, came 1st in the
canine category to secure 1st prize – a bottle of (dog)
beer, and Beanie the tortoise achieved 1st in her category
and a personal best in an impressive 30 minutes and 52
seconds. (We suspect she may have had a little help but we have overlooked this,
as we all had to go to work the next day).
The winners in each category were as follows:

A huge thank-you to everyone who
helped, donated prizes and took
part – and an extra big thank-you
to our top fund-raiser Hetty Cooke.
We’ve raised £1,538 this year and,
since the race started in 2010,
Hook Norton has raised £9,861 for
Cancer Research UK! The money
raised this year will go towards the
Cyclotron Appeal, which launched
in July, to raise £5.5m to secure a
cyclotron for the Oxford Cancer

Research Centre, which will
be used for research and
cancer patient care. If anyone
wants to sponsor any of our
heroic runners and see if we
can get the total over
£10,000, they can do so on
the Just Giving
page www.JustGiving.com/HA
RFL7 Beanie, in particular, is
very proud of her
achievement and would
appreciate any donations in
recognition of her efforts.
Gill Begnor,
juliedwood46@gmail.com

1st Place 2nd Place
Women Leah Dorman Mary Denne
Girls 13-16 Livvie Roberts Dani Hiatt

Girls 8-12 Lottie Denne Georgia Street
Edie Cooper /
Lauren Sabin

Men Chris Alderson Gordon Carr

Boys 13-16 Luke Street Finley Dennick
Boys 8-12 William Hutchinson Oliver Lloyd
Boys under 8 Ben Muller Alfie Jennings
Dogs Poppy Street Beau Tanner
Tortoises Beanie Robertson

Girls under 8 Isabelle Heath
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES
We have had a very exciting term, working on The Poppy Challenge with the Guides.
They had great fun making pottery poppy brooches at Whichford Pottery, as we
reported last time in the newsletter.
Since then, we have made a lovely
Remembrance display, which is in the
church, and listened to Steve Lloyd tell
us about Remembrance Day. We
practiced parading for the service in
Hook Norton, and we joined the other
Guide and Scout groups in the village to
sing as a choir in the Remembrance Day
Service, which went down very well (96
of us in total). We sang ‘It's a Long Way
to Tipperary’ and ‘Pack up Your
Troubles’. We had 14 guides and four
Leaders take part in the Remembrance
Parade, wearing our home made
poppies, and we were very proud of them all.
This term, the girls will be working on the ‘Christmas Round the World’ Challenge
Badge. We have lots of fun activities to do with the girls, and started tonight with
Sweden and Germany. We played a hockey game from Sweden and, for Germany,
dressed up one of the Guides in each group as a Sternsinger (Star singer). The girls
had to use recycled materials and then sing a carol as a group. As you can see, from
the photo, they did a good job!

Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com, Janeen, Sue and Megan

For further information about the Village Calendar contact
Jane Orchard, 737634, gjorchard15@gmail.com
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THE RECTOR WRITES
A Christmas Wrap!
I find the words of the American cartoonist, Bil Keane,
‘Yesterday is History, Tomorrow a Mystery, Today is a Gift,
that’s why it's called the Present’, deeply meaningful,
particularly as we approach Christmas. Both history and
mystery are involved, and it’s all to do with something
being given… a present! And I always think of presents
being packaged; the gift inside wrapped in some way or
other. Sometimes, elaborately so; tasteful, elegant and
intriguing, a delight to the eye and alluring to the senses.
Other times, just plain and simple. Or maybe the wrapping
could be seen as tasteless, even a bit vulgar, gaudy or
brash, but nonetheless it still contains a gift!
And the Gift of Christmas similarly comes packaged; wrapped in all sorts of traditions
and customs. Christian apocrypha, renaissance iconology and Victorian Christmas card
imagery vie with consumerism and materialism, and both contend with myth and
magic. But isn’t it all that packaging that makes Christmas so captivating? Rather than
baulk against the way Christmas is now wrapped, why not embrace it, be intrigued
by it and enjoy it. After all, to invest so much time, energy and resources into
packaging Christmas, must mean there is something substantial at the heart of it all…
and there is!
When all that wrapping – which has been enjoyed or completely overlooked, delighted
in or frowned upon – is taken off, it quickly becomes forgotten, even though it served
a purpose. Revealed is something which all the aforethought, suitable or otherwise,
was about… that special gift.
That special Gift, of which our annual Christmas celebrations reminds us, is nothing
other than a personal relationship with our Creator God; the God who gave Himself
to us in human form. By being physically born, and by the way He lived His life, Jesus
reveals to us what God is really like. And by fully experiencing all that we have to face
in life, Jesus reveals to God what it’s like to be human. That is the most amazing Gift:
a God who knows us and wants us to know Him! The love and graciousness of an
accessible God, who understands us better than we understand ourselves, is the Gift
offered to us; offered, not only at Christmas but every day of the year. That’s why I
think of it as ‘the Present!’
So enjoy Christmas to the full, in whichever way you do it. But don’t get so preoccupied
with all the wrapping that you never actually receive the wonderful Gift that is being
presented and offered to you!
The contribution of St Peter’s Parish Church, to this year’s ‘Christmas wrapping’ is as
follows, all dates in December:
Saturday, 3, 7pm: Hook Norton Brass Band Christmas Concert
Saturday, 10: Performances of ‘The Snowman’
Thursday, 15, 9.30am: Hook Norton School Christmas Service
Sunday, 18, 6pm: Words and Music for Christmas.
Saturday, 24, 5pm: Crib Service; 11.30pm: Christmas Holy Communion
Sunday, 25, 10am: ‘Birthday Celebration’
See Posters for full details of all that’s going on at St Peter’s. Everyone is welcome to
come and join us, and help us un-wrap the greatest Present of all!
May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace this Christmas.
Licensed Minister, Janet Collins, 737081; Churchwarden, Mary Powell, 737463

John Acreman, 737223, john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com
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Christopher’s
Chauffeur and Private Hire Services

HOOK NORTON

We specialise in airport transfers, cruise ports and long distance.

A reliable, discreet service with executive modern vehicles for your
peace of mind. Private and commercial accounts welcome.

Further enquiries call Chris: 01608 737161

Chauffeur.service@btinternet.com

6 & 4 seater vehicles available, endorsed by Cherwell District Council.
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL (FOHNS)
Exciting times at FOHNS! We have a new team: Laura Wyatt is our new Chair and
Carley Lambourne is the new Vice Chair. Janeen Wilson will continue as Treasurer
and FOHNS Secretaries are Hazel Hope and Liz Voce. We’d like to extend a warm
welcome to new parents and thank all the existing parents who are giving their time
and energy to raise funds for our school.
We have some fantastic events coming up! Look out for our Christmas Fair on 2
December, Skittles at the Sun in February, our Auction of Promises in March–
April, our Grand Garage Sale in May (keep your clutter!) and a Golf Day in July.
On top of this, we’ll have extra events on every month, many of which are new
activities so keep an eye out and show your support by coming along! Please note
that our lottery scheme is no longer running.
Can you donate a promise for our Auction of Promises? We are launching a
special online Auction of Promises in March 2017 which will end in a live auction
event on 1 April. We have some fantastic promises so far, but we need more to
raise our Auction of Promises target of £3,000 for the school. If you can donate a
promise, please email sophievkilmister@yahoo.co.uk. Thank you!
This year, we are fundraising for chairs and tables for the school’s new classrooms
as well as a new noticeboard. We need to raise at least £13,000 and we know we
can do it, but we need your support! Please follow us on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/FriendsHNS), come along to events and help us spread the
word. Laura Wyatt, Chair FoHNS, 07980 213980, wyattific@gmail.com

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING
This was our fourth year of rearing pigs in a paddock near the allotments. We are
grateful to Lesley and Paul Reynolds of Magdalen Lodge for letting us continue our
venture. Indeed they are very enthusiastic about the Smallholding's aims.
We reared ten pigs this year, with the last three going off for slaughter during the
first week of December. The paddock remains empty until we start operations next
year. As with all new ventures we strive to perfect our product, and we feel that our
meat this year in terms of taste and leanness has been the best yet. Therefore we
hope that we can tempt new customers and returning customers into ordering pork
from us next year.
Over the four years of the Community Smallholding, we have taken 31 pigs to
slaughter and provided locals with the opportunity to purchase meat from traditional
rare breeds. This is something we are all proud of.
Our aim is to provide locally sourced pork, which is lean, full of flavour and
competitively priced from pigs whose welfare has been our prime concern.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

ST PETER’S CHURCH 200 CLUB
The results of the St Peter’s church 200 club draws for the last two months are:

September: £100: P Bassett / £25: R Cooke / £25: S Smith

October:  £100: A Rose / £25: B Acreman / £25: D Cantrel
Mark Taylor, 730089
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DECEMBER VILLAGE DIARY
Monday 10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
Tuesday 9.30 AM Yoga (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 6.30 PM Pilates/yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots Primary School
Wednesday 10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes (term time only) Memorial Hall
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 9.30 AM Pilates (term time only) Memorial Hall
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 6:30 PM Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall

Date Time Day Event Location
02 16:30 Friday FOHNS Christmas Fair Primary School
02 18:00 Friday Christmas Market and Carols at the Brewery HN Brewery
03 19:30 Saturday HN Brass Band - Christmas Concert St Peter's
05 13:30 Monday Christmas Production & Tea Primary School
06 19:30 Tuesday Local History Group Baptist Hall
08 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
08 17:00 Thursday Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
08 19:30 Thursday Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
10 11:00 Saturday B'ham Symphonic Winds - Snowman Concert St Peter’s Church
10  14:00:00Saturday B'ham Symphonic Winds - Snowman Concert St Peter’s Church
10 19:00 Saturday Movie Night - Pride Memorial Hall
10 21:00 Saturday Country Music Tribute Night Sports & Social Club
14 14:30 Wednesday Reading Group Library
15 10:30 Thursday Hook Norton School Christmas Service St Peter's Church
18 10:30 Sunday Carol Service Baptist Church
18 11:00 Sunday Hook Norton Harriers Christmas Canter Start at Sports and Social Club
18 18:00 Sunday Christmas Carols Singalong Sun Inn
18 18:00 Sunday Words & Music for Christmas St Peter's Church
19 Monday Hook Norton Primary School Christmas holiday
20 14:00 Tuesday WI Meeting Baptist Hall
21 15:00 Wednesday Tea and Cake at the Library Library
22 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
24 17:00 Saturday Crib Service St Peter's Church
24 23:15 Saturday Christmas Eve Communion Baptist Church
24 23:30 Saturday Christmas Holy Communion St Peter's Church
25 10:00 Sunday Birthday Celebration St Peter's Church
25 10:00 Sunday Christmas Day Family Service Baptist Church
25 Sunday Christmas Day
26 Monday Boxing Day Bank Holiday
27 19:00 Tuesday Hook Norton Knitting Group Baptist Hall
27 Tuesday Christmas Bank Holiday
28 14:00 Wednesday Craft & Chatter Library
29 10:30 Thursday Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
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JANUARY VILLAGE DIARY
Monday 10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
Tuesday 9.30 AM Yoga (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 6.30 PM Pilates/yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots Primary School
Wednesday 10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes (term time only) Memorial Hall
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 9.30 AM Pilates (term time only) Memorial Hall
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 6:30 PM Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall

Date Time Day Event Location
01 Sunday New Year's Day
02 Monday New Year's Day Bank Holiday
03 19:30 Tuesday Local History Group Baptist Hall
05 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
07 19:00 Saturday Movie Night - The Wonders Memorial Hall
07 19:15 Saturday Candlelit Winter Ball in aid of FOHNS Cotswold Hotel, C. Norton
11 14:30 Wednesday Reading Group Library
11 18:00 Wednesday Brewery Open Tap launch of January Joker beer + BCP

potted panto Red Hot Cinders
Brewery Visitor Centre

12 19:30 Thursday Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
13 Friday Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
17 14:00 Tuesday WI Meeting Baptist Hall
18 15:00 Wednesday Tea and Cake at the Library Library
19 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
21 19:00 Saturday Movie Night - Waltz With Bashir Memorial Hall
25 14:00 Wednesday Craft & Chatter Library
26 10:30 Thursday Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
31 19:00 Tuesday Hook Norton Knitting Group Baptist Hall
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Our 2016/17 season is well underway; by the time you read this, we shall be looking
forward to welcoming back Liz Woolley to talk to us on 6 December. Liz is a well-known
speaker on the local history group circuit and beyond, who gives talks on a variety of
subjects, usually with an Oxfordshire connection. Her subject this time is Beer,
Sausages and Marmalade which features Oxford's connection to these products.
Last month, Colin Chapman gave a thoroughly inspiring talk about the Great War
Prisoner of War camps, with particular reference to Oxfordshire. Colin has devoted
almost the past 15 years to find out as much as he can about them, by collecting
memorabilia from a variety of sources. The audience were surprised to learn that one
of the camps holding up to 32 men was here in Hooky. Little remains of its location,
so here is a question – does anyone know where it was? Answers to me please.
Obviously those who heard Colin's talk know. I'll reveal the location in the February
newsletter.
The speaker in January is Gill White, who will talk about Elizabethan Textile
Furnishings; a complete contrast with Colin's talk, and a vast step back in time.
Meetings are held in the Baptist Church Hall, Netting Street on the first Tuesday of
the month from September to May, and start at 7.30pm. Further information about
the group can be obtained from me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

HOOK NORTON WI
At the first meeting after the summer break, Moira Byast came to give us a talk with
slides called ‘Hidden History of Nursery Rhymes’. It was a fascinating talk and held
everyone's interest. Moira explained that rhymes first started years gone by, to help
communicate notices to adults who couldn't read or write. They were then used for
teaching children educational needs. During the reformation, rhymes were introduced
to warn priests to hide, one rhyme being ‘Goosey Goosey Gander’. She showed us
some slides of pictures of rhymes, and explained the story behind them – such as Old
King Cole and Dr Foster. Some of the rhymes were often based on truth: ‘Baa Baa
Black Sheep’ was about taxes put on the wool trade, and ‘Humpty Dumpty’ was a
rhyme about a canon used in the civil war.
In the middle of October, a group of W.I. members and visitors were taken around
Oxford on a guided tour. Our guide was well known to us and we had a very interesting
time including going into Oriel and Queen’s Colleges and seeing the wonderful chapels.
At the W.I. meeting in October, we had an illustrated talk about the History of The
National Gallery, by Alice Foster. She told us how the collection was started; some of
the earlier exhibits were given by King George IV, some were purchased by individuals
and some donated from private collections. The oldest picture in the gallery was an
Italian altar piece dating from c. 1263, purchased for £50, and the most expensive to
date was a very small picture by Raphael, which was purchased for £6 million. We
saw some excellent slides of pictures by many great artists including Renoir, Titian,
Monet and Van Gogh.
We also held a Bring & Buy sale in the Baptist Hall at the end of October; of course,
Coffee, tea and cake were served.
In November we will have a talk about A Walk in the Rain Forest, by Carl Portman.
We are now looking forward to our Christmas lunch at the Gate Hangs High and our
Christmas party. The first meeting of the New Year will include a talk by Ann Sharman
about Mosaics of Ravenna.

Doreen McLaughlin & Margaret Gardner
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