
Cllr Hugo Brown, District Councillor Report
For Hook Norton, Milcombe, Sth Newington and Wigginton

On 6th May last year I was honoured to be confirmed as a District Councillor for 
the Deddington Ward, along with my two colleagues Mike Kerford-Byrnes and 
Bryn Williams.  I was even more delighted that, following the completely 
unconstitutional “carving up” of the Ward between ourselves, I was delegated to 
look after the West End of the Ward, being the villages of Hook Norton, Milcombe,
Sth Newington and Wigginton

My first year as your District Councillor was, to start with at least, a baptism of 
fire.  I had to get to grips with “the way things are done” at Cherwell District 
Council.  Naively, I assumed that I would be helped along the way but in the 
event it was very much a case of finding out for myself – dates of committee 
meetings, where certain rooms are and, perhaps, most importantly the etiquette 
to be followed in meetings and at Full Council. The Standing Orders, of Full 
Council, remain elusive to me but by watching and listening one does eventually 
pick up the nuances of when to Ask A Question to the Leader in public, when to 
seek a meeting with him in private and generally how to get things done for 
one’s Constituents

I was fortunate, with my business and insurance background, to have been 
selected for the 2 Money Committees – (i) Budget Planning, and (ii) Accounts, 
Audit and Risk (of which I am now Vice-Chairman) – as well as the Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee and a Substitute on the Planning Committee.  With all 
Committee Meetings (except Planning) happening in the evenings, and most 
convening every one or two months, it quickly became obvious that I would 
encounter a number of clashes with Parish Council Meetings and I can only 
apologise that my attendance has been as poor as it has.  I make a point, 
however, of sending a Written Report, along with my apologies, to the Parish 
Clerk and I hope that these are informative and useful

When I have managed to attend Parish Meetings, I have greatly enjoyed meeting
the Parish Councillors, all of whom are sincerely committed to the defending the 
interests of their communities, and also engaging with them in some lively off-
line discussion via e-mail.  I have also had the great pleasure of a number of 
constituents ringing me up to discuss matters of importance to them

Inevitably, the one Great Topic which dominates many of these discussions is 
Planning (and, latterly, the Unitary Debate).  We are blessed, in North Oxon, in 
living in the most convenient location in the British Isles – everywhere is 
reachable within about 4-and-1/2-hours.  Latterly, however, others have 
discovered the secret and many now want to move here – or, at least, the 
housing developers hope they do.  I have long maintained both before joining 
CDC, when I was more active with the Campaign for the Protection of Rural 
England, and since, that over-development will destroy the many reasons people 
wish to move here in the first place and that a very fine balance has to be 
maintained.  We are fortunate that Cherwell maintains a 5-year housing land 
supply meaning that we can fend off the more predatory proposals.  I was 
extremely unhappy, and communicated as much via a question in open session, 
that CDC had accepted the unchanged Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
numbers contained in OxLEP’s Refreshed Strategic Economic Plan, my angle 
being that this should have been a matter for Full Council and not just the 



Executive.  I did not earn myself many Brownie Points but it was, and remains, an
important point of democracy and accountability

I was very pleased that we managed to persuade Jon Westerman, Head of CDC 
Planning, to accept an invitation to attend a Hook Norton Parish Council Meeting 
only for him to resign from CDC before the planned meeting date, although Paul 
Ihringer did stand in for him and responded to questions especially about the 
“Call In” process and the Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan.  Any other Parish 
Council is completely at liberty to request a similar visit and I would be more 
than happy to arrange this.

The failure of the Neighbourhood Plan to prevent an un-wanted development led 
me to ask another Question to the Leader with respect to the appalling lack of 
communication between CDC Officers and CDC Members when, with the help of 
the Lead Member for Planning, we discovered, a month after the event, that CDC
had lost the Judicial Review into the Secretary of State’s decision to allow this 
particular development.  Procedures have since been tightened up.

As a Member of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee, I sit on the A361 Working 
Group.  This road causes concern to all the villages I look after, especially South 
Newington through which it runs, and whilst it is an OCC-owned road, and Cllr 
Kieron Mallon of OCC is also interested in it, the Working Group is hoping to bring
all interested parties together to find solutions to the worst aspects of this 
highway.  Inevitably this is a slow process but we persevere.  I thank all those 
who responded to Emma Faulkner’s request for their experiences, thoughts and 
views on how to improve the situation, specifically with regard to safety.

The O&S committee has set up another Working Group, on which I also sit, to 
look into Mobile Signal Not-Spots.  This issue is very much tied up with the Digital
Economy Bill and we will pick this up in the new Civic Year and once Parliament 
has re-convened.

As a Member of the Budget Planning Committee, I am very pleased that, for the 
8th successive year, CDC was able to deliver a zero-percent increase in its share 
of the Council Tax.

I am equally pleased that Cherwell is taking such a high profile stand against the 
Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group’s proposals for the Horton Hospital.  
CDC is seeking a Judicial Review of the Commissioning Group’s 2-part 
Consultation process which is extremely difficult to understand and most 
certainly does not serve the population of Nth Oxon  

During the year I held two surgeries.  The first one attracted no-one and the 
second attracted one couple with a Highways issue which I passed onto County.  I
would be more than happy to hold further surgeries if there is demand.  In any 
case, all villagers are more than welcome to e-mail me on, 
hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk, ring me, on 07818 458 516, or write to me at 
The Old Rectory, Stoke Lyne, Oxon OX27 8RU.

I should, finally, like to thank all the Parish Clerks and Members of Parish Councils
who have been a great support to me over the past year and have helped me 
understand the role of District Councillor and to all the Villagers of Hook Norton, 
Milcombe, Sth Newington and Wigginton for placing their trust in me to represent
and to help them.
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