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Notes on Modern Developments at St Peter’s 

 

In 1928 Miss Margaret Dickens published her village history which included the 

fullest record of St Peter’s history up to that date.  Since then there have been many 

changes to the church, under the following Rectors: 

 

1924 Maurice Beardshaw, MA, appointed Rector. 

1928  Electric lighting installed in St Peters.   

1932 Ernest Hampton Nind, MA  

1936  Floor of St Peters was replaced.  Bell-ringers’ gallery and fire grate removed. 

1939 Wall paintings uncovered. 

1946  Choir stalls removed from chancel to below chancel steps in front of organ, 

with two priest’s desks and stalls. 

1952  Erection of oak rood screen (from St John’s Long Eaton, Derby) across the 

chancel arch. Two spare panels subsequently used to make screen for West 

tower arch.  

1955   Robert H. Arnold, BA 

1956  Reduction in size of churchyard to allow widening of Netting Street and High 

Street, and creation of new access from street. 

1958  Restoration of sundial on south aisle wall by patrons of the Sun Inn. 

1959   F. H. P. C. de Costobadie, MBE   

1964   Eric Watkinson Whitworth 

1964  Benefices (church livings) of St Peter’s, Hook Norton, and St Mary, 

Swerford, combined. 

Swerford rectory sold. 

1968 Charles Elliot Wigg, MA 
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Honorary canon of Christ Church cathedral for services to the art of bell-

ringing.  He rang Great Tom when Winston Churchill’s coffin passed through 

Oxford and the Bladon bells at his internment. There is a memorial to him in 

Christ Church cloisters. 

1974 Geoffrey Michael Hooper 

1974  Responsibilities for St Giles, Wigginton, and St Andrew, Great Rollright, were 

added to those of Hook Norton and Swerford.  Subsequently, the main 10am 

Sunday service rotated between the three churches. 

1980  “Rector of United Benefice”.  He developed a team of neighbouring clergy, 

and lay men and women for the task, similar to that of today. 

1983 Martin Randall Connop Price, MA 

Former solicitor.  His wife was the first atypical, modern rector’s wife: she had 

a full-time job in the pharmacy at Horton General Hospital, and was the first 

person (of many) to play the guitar at church services. In the 1980s more than 

130 new homes were built in the village. 

1985  New modern rectory purchased in Whitton’s Close. 

The Victorian rectory was sold.   

Major restoration of all four churches in the Benefice. 

1987  Successful £200,000 appeal allowed restoration of St Peter’s tower and 

pinnacles. 

1992 John Acreman 

Like his predecessor, he had experienced working life before training at 

theological college. He trained at a time when colleges were encouraging 

innovative forms of worship and evangelism and nationwide difficulties were 

increasing for the Anglican Church. 

1998   £137,000 refurbishment.  Interior of church tower glazed-in using part of old 

screen.  Kitchen and two WCs constructed at ground level, with lift/wheelchair 

access.  Meeting room built on new middle floor beneath top bell-ringers’ 
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chamber.  The fine nineteenth-century clock at base of tower was removed, 

placed in Village Museum and restored.  Choir stalls were removed to allow 

wide, raised wooden dais at entry to chancel. Hearing loop system installed. 

2008 The dark brown high-backed pews of 1911 were removed and replaced with 

comfortable wooden chairs with burgundy-coloured cushioned seats and 

backs. The new configuration allowed flexible use of church space, for village 

concerts, flower and craft shows, and dances.  Tables and chairs at the west 

end are used as The Font Cafe on two mornings a week.  The kitchen is used 

also for refreshments after Sunday morning worship. 

2011-2012  “Raise the Roof” £250,000 campaign allowed replacement of roof of 

chancel and south aisle. 

2013 on Plaster and Paint £150,000 appeal for internal repair. 

 

Benefice Team 

1992-2013 Christopher Turner, MA. 

Ordained deacon, then non-stipendiary minister and curate.  Former head of 

Dean Close & Stowe schools. Primary responsibility was for Great Rollright, 

assisted by wife as lay pastoral assistant. 

2005 on Wendy Cunningham, MA. 

Non-stipendiary curate.  Since 2013, primary responsibility for Great Rollright 

as well as Swerford. 

1997 on Janet Collins 

Licensed lay minister (Reader/Lay Reader). 

5 Lay Pastoral Assistants, all women. 
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