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is to give each of us an image – or a
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we belong, and to answer to the
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question “What’s going on?”. Thanks
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to our many contributors, we think we
do a pretty good job of reporting the
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And yet we have a sense there is
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something missing. We think there are
a lot of other intriguing and worthwhile
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endeavours going on in Hook Norton,
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend,
perhaps unnoticed by many of us who
Brewery Lane. Hook Norton OX15 5NX or put in
live here. I know from my own limited
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circle that there are many fascinating
businesses run in or from the village
that contribute to our common
experience – as important or
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significant in their way as the industrial
heritage of rail and iron that is
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
celebrated on the history web site. I’m
not necessarily those of the Editorial
sure there are many more of which I
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know nothing. And then there are the
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carers,
the
befrienders,
the
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
volunteers, the people tending
neighbours’ gardens or offering help
where help is needed, entirely beyond the commercial sphere.
If you recognise yourself, or your place of work, a friend or a business, a formal or
informal organisation you know in any of this – and would like to share what you know
with us – we would welcome brief, one-off contributions to the newsletter (with the
permission of the subject, of course) to tell us a little more about our contemporary
selves: exactly what goes on in Hook Norton.
Many thanks to Bronte Warner for this month’s Hooky footy cover photo.
David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

ADVERTISING RATES

NEX T ISSUE: DECEMBER

From the Registers
Sadly we report the deaths of Brenda Wilson Bates; Nellie May Clifton, aged 96
years; Lionel Richard James Evans, aged 81 years; Denise Gwendoline Beryl Gabriel,
aged 89 years; Kathleen Mary Martell, aged 81 years; and Roy Page, aged 80 years.
On behalf of the village we send condolences to their families and friends.
Three weddings took place at St Peter’s - Paul James Acreman and Robyn Morgan
Vokes on 6 June; Shaun Desmond Douglas Patrick Ferguson and Gemma Louise
Orchard on 8 August; Lee Michael Hearne and Jessica Tanner on 5 September.
We wish you joy and congratulations; also to Archie Peter English Brown son of
Richard and Pippa Brown of this parish, baptised at St Peter’s on 12 July.
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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HOOKY SENIOR FOOTBALL – MAKING HISTORY
Hook Norton FC has won through to the 2nd round qualifier of the FA cup! Having
lost out in the first tie on their last outing in this cup (2010/11), the 2015 squad are
enjoying the roller-coaster ride of making club history. Manager Joe Davies and
Assistant Liam Shea (not yet having recovered from their supplementary cup win in
May) find themselves in the prestigious position of coaching the most successful
team in the club’s 117 years – a well-deserved title for a dedicated group of
players. (Almost the entire first team squad re-signed for us this season).
They continue their campaign on September 26, at home to Southern Conference
side Weston-super-Mare – a professional side. It will be a toughy, but one the lads
are really looking forward to: "This is what the FA cup is all about”, they say. We
wish them all the luck with this David-‘n-Goliath fixture, and with all other games
this season.
Mike Barlow, Chair of the senior club writes about the journey to success…
The first team started off the season with a win away against New College Swindon,
and a loss by one goal midweek to Cheltenham Saracens. We played Frimley in the
Extra Preliminary Round of the Cup at home (there being no cricket match that day)
and won by 5 goals to nil! That took us through to the Preliminary Round in which
we drew Burnham from the Southern League (two layers above us in the football
hierarchy) and were unlucky to draw at home (the home fixture being possible
because the support and co-operation of the Cricket Club to whom we are
extremely grateful). This meant a replay at Burnham on the following Tuesday
which we won by 4 goals to 2 in extra time.
As I write this, we are still recovering from the long trip to Eastbourne on the
Sussex coast on Saturday. Eastbourne were our opponents in the First Qualifying
Round of the FA Cup, and again Hooky notched up a win, to take us through to the
2nd Round qualifier.
Lee McCallum has joined us to manage the second team. Lee has had to work hard
to build up a second team squad, which he has done successfully. The second team
has played one game so far and achieved a good win.
Colette Warner
STOP PRESS! (2nd Round FA Cup Qualifier - Game Result!)
Hooky lost 2-1 to Weston-super-Mare at The Bourne ground in front of a record
crowd of over 500, but put up a very creditable performance - I think they can go
home much more satisfied than Weston.
They absorbed a lot of pressure from a confident Weston team, but looked very
secure in defence for an hour before conceding a hotly disputed penalty, which was
scored. Hooky then equalised almost immediately from the restart with the best
move of the game.
At that point some edge and needle entered the game and Hooky momentarily lost
concentration to concede a careless goal from a goalmouth scramble after a corner.
For the final 15 minutes Hooky looked much the most likely to score - with only a
little bit of luck they would have ended 90 minutes on 2:2.
We had a brilliant day, thanks to the team for making Hooky proud, and thanks also
to all the helpers.
Colette Warner & David Jones
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Is it possible?! No sooner have I been writing about summer joys, and now the P word
is here: bookings are in full swing for the myriad of pantomime shows all around us.
Okay, so we save the best to last with the Hooky Players’ production in January!
As we say farewell to an excellent season of the Proms, we are not to be disappointed
locally. Banbury Symphony Orchestra, on 21 November, play at Deddington Church,
and give us a fine programme of Brahms, Liszt and Schumann – plus a piece new to
me, Ernst von Dohnanyi’s ‘Variations on a Nursery Song’. At Warwick Arts Centre’s
Butterworth Hall, on 8 October, the Dresden Philharmonic plays Brahms, Rachmaninov
(Piano Concerto No 1) and Beethoven’s Symphony No 3 (Eroica). This is followed, on
4 November, by the City of Birmingham SO with a great programme of Mendelssohn,
Schumann and Brahms. The Conductor is Omer Meir Wellber; will this young man be
the one to follow on from the ‘greats’ – Simon Rattle and Andris Nelsons – at CBSO?
I must say the Butterworth Hall have a fine season; on 25 November the Prague SO
perform Smetana and Dvorak, including Symphony No 9, ‘From the New World’.
At the Galleries, our friends at Compton Verney begin a new exhibition on 3 October
(glad so many of you enjoyed The Arts & Crafts House, just closed). It has an intriguing
title: ‘Periodic Tales: The Art of the Elements’, and includes works by Paolozzi,
Gormley, Cornelia Parker, Marc Quinn and others. It sounds fascinating – I will have
a report for the December issue.
Another gallery I like is the North London ‘Ben Uri’. From now to 13 December it is at
the Inigo Rooms Somerset House with an exhibition of its Treasures from its own
Collections, depicting a century of émigré history in London. A good time to learn and
think about such matters is it not?
Another artist who has his problems at home is Ai Weiwei. He has an exhibition at the
Royal Academy to 13 December. His chosen works comment on creative freedom,
censorship and human rights, as well as contemporary Chinese art.
Can I give you something more to think about by suggesting a visit to Tate Britain to
look at the work of Frank Auerbach (9 October–13 March). He escaped Nazism when
his parents sent him to England in 1939 (they perished in the concentration camps).
He has lived and painted Camden Town virtually ever since – trying to record a life
that is fast disappearing. Despite what may seem a narrow subject, he is compared
with Bacon and Freud in terms of the revolutionary and powerful value of his work –
indeed he is regarded as our greatest painter alive today.
On stage you may have time to get to Cheltenham’s Everyman to see J B Priestley’s
‘An Inspector Calls’ – the choice of Hook Lit – it ends on 3 October.
Having thoroughly enjoyed ‘Volpone’ and ‘The Jew of Malta’, I am tempted by another
non-Shakespeare production at Stratford – Euripides’ ‘Hecuba’ – a truly Greek Tragedy
set just after the Trojan War. This is a new version written by Marina Carr. Do or die
– and there is a lot of that in the play!
A high recommendation is David Edgar’s 1994 award-winning play ‘Pentecost’. It is
an explosive commentary on art and the value of human life after a remarkable
discovery in a remote Balkan Church, involving desperate asylum-seekers. Showing
at Oxford Playhouse, and performed by the Oxford University Student Company, 4–7
November, it is undoubtedly a good time for a revival!
Finally another powerful play: Tennessee Williams’ ‘The Glass Menagerie’ is at the
Warwick Arts Centre, 10–14 October. This is a play you can see time and time again
– great stuff.
Perhaps after this rather serious review you may say bring on the pantomime
characters and let’s have a laugh – ‘oh yes you may!’
John Wheatley
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COUNTRY LANE QUIZ
Summer is nearly over again, and time to reflect on how
we spent it. Living in such a beautiful area means I am
able to enjoy walking and riding my bicycle in the glorious
countryside in and around our village and, I am sure, like
a lot of other villagers, really appreciate living here in
Hook Norton. I wonder, as you are driving, are you aware
of how lovely our hedgerows are (keeping your eyes on
the road, of course)? It is a pity though; it’s sometimes
spoiled by the litter that is thrown out of cars. On one of
my walks recently armed with my camera (another of my
hobbies), I took some photos of the wild flowers on the
hedgerows surrounding the village. It was quite surprising
how many there were. I decided to make this collage of
them and wonder how many readers know the names?
(Answers below)
Carol Mills

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB – AUTUMN SHOW
The Autumn Show was well attended this
year, with several new members exhibiting
and winning prizes. Our thanks go to all the
entrants – without whom the Show would
not be possible – to all those who came
along to see the fruits of months of tender
care and labour, and to the committee who
work tirelessly to make the show happen.
It was great to have the show in St Peter's
Church this year and we hope to be there
in September 2016. Congratulations to all
the prize winners.
Prize Winners
Phil Knights Comrades Cup (Highest points Gentleman):

Tim Burchell &
Peter Arnold
Debenham Cup (Highest points Lady):
Ally Goff
Rose Brown Cup (Highest points Child):
Finley Dennick
Edge & Bolton Cup (Highest points Floral Art):
Sheila Lilley
WI Cup (Highest points for Homecraft Section):
Carol Cooke &
Ally Goff
Presidents Cup (Highest points for Class 1 Section A):
Tim Burchell
Brewery Cup (Highest points in Photography):
Ally Goff
Diploma in Horticulture:
Paul Cook
Diploma in Floral Arts:
Sheila Lilley
People's Choice:
(Coffee table)
Elliot Dennick
(London Embroidery)
` Elaine Allard
Peter Arnold, Chair
Country Lane Quiz – Answers: Dog Rose; Buttercup (creeping); Birds-foot Trefoil
(egg & bacon); Woodbine/Honeysuckle; Harebell (Bluebell in Scotland); Cranesbill;
Field Scabious; Wild Geranium; Purple Loosestrife; Ox Eye Daisy; Lady’s Bedstraw;
Spear Thistle.
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GRANGE FARM FOODS
Handmade celebration cakes and chocolates for Birthdays,
Weddings and all other occasions.
Delicious catering menus for dinner parties, afternoon teas,
relaxed buffets or canapés.
We also produce handmade tasty dishes for you to freeze,
so if you don’t have the time to cook let us do it for you.
New – Cake Decorating courses now available!

Contact Jane Abbott at Grange Farm, Swerford, OX7 4AX.
Telephone: 01608 737313 or Email: jane@grangefarmfoods.co.uk.
Corporate and Trade enquiries welcome.
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:
Emma Kane, Chair Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair
Allison Hicks
Brian Griggs
Thomas Wright
Nathan Matthews
Charles Henderson Nicholas Casson (co-opted)
Derek Brotherston (co-opted)
Parish Council Vacancies: two vacancies exist in the office of Parish Councillor for
the Parish of Hook Norton. Anyone wishing to be considered for co-option should
register their interest with me in the first instance.
Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan (HNNP): on Thursday 3 September the people
of Hook Norton voted clearly to adopt the Plan. Subject to ratification by the District
Council on 5 October, the plan will become a statutory part of the local planning
process, and anyone wishing to build in the village will have to demonstrate that they
are complying with the policies in the plan. Full Referendum Results:
A total of 584 votes were cast = 34.8% of the total eligible to vote.
In favour of the plan: 568 (97.2%); Against the Plan: 16; Spoilt Ballots: None.
The high turnout in support of the plan gives it the best possible mandate, and ensures
that developers cannot challenge it on the basis of lack of support in the parish. Once
ratified, Cherwell DC will use it to assess whether local planning applications should
be allowed to progress. The Parish Council will carefully review any new applications
against the policies contained in the plan, and will make representations to the planners
based on the plan.
At the Parish Council meeting on Sep 10, the Chair thanked the HNNP sub-committee
members for their tireless efforts in taking this matter forward. She also thanked
villagers for voting in such large numbers. Councillors endorsed these thanks.
External Audit 2014–15: external auditors BDO LLP completed an audit of the Parish
Council accounts for 2014–15 on 30 June 2015, with no matters arising.
Planning Decisions in August
1. Oxfordshire County Council granted 0051/15 Primary School – erection of 2 single
storey extensions to provide 2 KS2 classrooms, enlarged 1.5 Foundation Stage
area, ancillary facilities and covered outdoor area.
2. Cherwell District Council refused a) 15/00041/OUT – proposed new dwelling on
land to the rear of The Nook, Netting Street; and b) 15/00773/F – 5 Orchard Rd
– alterations to increase the height of rear boundary wall, extension of car parking
area and erection of new boundary fencing.
3. The Planning Inspectorate approved 14/01087/F on Appeal – Railway Farm,
Station Road. Demolition of existing farm buildings and erection of new build
industrial building with associated vehicle yard and car parking.
All other planning details can be found in the Parish Council Minutes on the website,
or on Cherwell District Council’s planning portal.
Church Cemetery – a large amount of rubbish is being thrown over the church wall
into the churchyard. This is a place of worship and people are respectfully asked to
put their rubbish in the bins provided in the High St.
Allotments – allotment rents for 2015/2016 are due for payment by 1 October.
OCC Household Waste Recycling Strategy: OCC’s consultation on a household
waste recycling strategy for Oxfordshire ends on 5 October. OCC’s proposals include
the closure of Alkerton and Ardley tips. Villagers are asked to make their views known
via www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/waste.
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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Member of the Society of Will Writers and The Professional
Association of Legal Services.
Whether you want a Standard Will or a Protective Trust Will, we can help you, in
your own home, at a time to suit you.
Very experienced Estate Planning Consultant resident in Middle Tysoe.
Our central Legal Department is headed by a Trust and Estate Planning expert with
other specialist lawyers available within the Group.
Central operation supported by a local consultant ensures very professional
documentation at prices which are extremely competitive. Complete customer
confidentiality at all times.
Just Wills & Legal Services specialises in Wills, Trust Wills, Lasting Powers of
Attorney, Probate....
For a company brochure/further information contact:
Marcus S Lymbery Aff.SWW
Tel. 01295 680828 Mobile 07775 758972
Email: marc.lymbery@gmail.com

Salon 2 has been open in the
village for 11 years now.
We have highly experienced
stylists offering cutting and
colouring for both men and
women.
We specialise in wedding hair
and can also arrange for your
make up to be done in salon
with Claire (subject to
availability).
Please drop in to make an appointment or
Open Monday – Saturday. Late night opening on Tuesdays (8pm)
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HOOK NORTON WI
Our visit to Highclere Castle in July was so enjoyable for everyone. The sun actually
shone all day, so we were able to wonder round the grounds and go into the castle
at our leisure. Some of the rooms in the castle were recognisable from Downton Abbey,
and it was quite a talking point when we met up at various places in the grounds for
a sit down and refreshment.
We were not so lucky with the weather for our Garden Party. The day was very gloomy
and quite cool, but we all managed to enjoy our tea and selection of sandwiches and
cakes in the lovely garden of one of our members.
Another of our members, Rosa, represented Hook Norton W.I. by attending a W.I.
centenary celebration held in Buckingham Palace grounds. She met several members
of the Royal Family as well as many members from all over the country.
On 16 August we hosted another cycle ride for the Hospice in Stratford-upon-Avon.
The cyclists were pleased to be able to have a rest and refreshment before continuing
on their way back to Stratford.
The subject of our meeting on 20 October will be Blenheim Palace, and the speaker
is Karen Wiseman. On 22 October we will be holding a Bring-and-Buy sale at 10.30am
in the Baptist Hall. Do come and join us, and have a cup of coffee while you browse.
On 12 November we will be going by coach on our annual Christmas Shopping Trip;
this year we will be going to Solihull. If anyone would like to join us, please phone
730668 for further details.
Doreen McLaughlin

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING
It came around too quickly for us all, but in mid-September we waved goodbye to our
lovely Gloucester Old Spots. Some of you will have already enjoyed the delicious pork
from these, but fear not - we're now taking orders for our rare-breed Berkshires,
which will shortly be available for sale. Posters will be going up around the village with
ordering details, as we did with the Gloucester Old Spots last month. However, further
information about prices and cuts can be obtained from David McGill – contact details
below.

Cuts Available

Price/500g

Cuts Available

Price/500g

Chops [min. 4]

£5.75

Bacon

£7.50

Sausages [min. 6]

£5.75

Liver

£2.75

Leg Joint

£5.00

Kidney

£2.50

Shoulder Joint

£5.00

Heart

£2.50

Loin Chops

£5.75

Cheek

£3.50

Trotters with hock [pair]

£6

Belly Joint

£4.50

Trotters without hock [pair]

£3

Hand

£3.50

Annie Hollingdale/David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Sewing for you
Frances Williams
Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making
& alterations
Tel: 01608 737297 Mobile: 07964 691274
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury league matches so far
In the Banbury Summer League our A team is currently 4th
in division 1 and the B team is 6th in division 2. The C team
is 5th in division 5 and the D team is 3rd in division 6.
We have two floodlit teams which play through the winter –
matches begin in October.
Coaching
4 weekly courses (Monday to Friday) Tuesday 8 September–Saturday 24 October
Day
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

Time
10.00–11.30am
4.30–5.00pm
5.00–6.00pm
6.00–7.00pm
6.00–7.00pm
7.00–8.00pm
4.00–5.00pm
4.00–5.00pm
5.00–6.00pm
6.00–7.00pm
9.00–9.30am
9.30–10.30am
10.30–11.30am
11.30am–12.30pm

Age Session
18+ Adult Ladies 1
3–5 Tots 1
5–8 Mini Tennis Red 1
18+ Adult Improvers 1
11+ Junior Squad 1
18+ Cardio Tennis 1
8–9 Mini Tennis Orange 1
11+ Mini Tennis/Junior Club Night
11+ Junior 1
11+ Junior 2
3–5 Tots 2
5–8 Mini Tennis Red 2
8–9 Mini Tennis Orange 2
10+ Mini Tennis Green 1 / Junior 3

Price/session
£7.50
£2.50
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£3.00
£5.00
Free for members
£5.00
£5.00
£2.50
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00

Tots coaching courses: £17.50/child (7 weeks); Mini Red/Orange/Green/Junior:
£35.00 per child (7 weeks). Additional £10.00/term or £20.00/year junior
membership fee. Discounts available for two or more children from one family.
We ask all junior tennis players to become members of the club – we now have 60
junior members. The joining fee has now been reduced to £20.
Other News
Congratulations to Lukas Wahlen and James Howard, both from Hook Norton, who
did very well at a recent junior tournament in Adderbury.
The Club has just regained its Tennismark status. One of the
requirements to achieve this was to have a Welfare Officer,
and Lucy Howard has kindly volunteered to do this. The role
covers child protection, equality and diversity, codes of
practice and health and safety.
Cardio Tennis
Sessions are held Wednesday evenings between 7 and 8pm.
Tournaments
Would anyone be prepared to organize tournaments (men’s and mixed)? If so,
please contact a committee member.
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Tennis details: 01295 265085 / 07930
406015 / marcgilkes@fsmail.net. To play in a team or for more information contact
Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons1@aol.com, or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk
Elaine Priestley
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www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960

Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641

Hook Norton, OX15 5DD
Extensive range of new
and used cars & 4x4’s:
economical & low road tax

Part exchange welcome
Service
MOT Parts
All-new Mitsubishi L200 Series 5

Best in class across the board

Bodyshop
Fuel Shop

Call Firs sales to book a test drive

Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES – QUEST 2015

The county camp, Quest 2015, only happens every 5 years. This was our 5th county
camp since I have been a leader with 1st Hook Norton Guides, and has taken 18
months to plan. I was leading the Cherwell Division camp of 90 people from this
area, and we joined the other 500 from divisions in Oxfordshire County.
We had a great time. 15 girls and 3 adults from Hook Norton joined the other
Guides and Leaders from Cherwell, and we all had a fun-packed week. Please see
Lydia’s report below telling you about what we did. We were very proud of the girls
and very pleased that they had such a great time.
Lydia Lewis tells “what it was like for me”… I’d been on the overnight camps with
guides before but this was my first long camp – 5 nights away from home.
When we got there, although the Leaders’ tents were up, we had to put ours up;
this was done quickly as it was raining. I was sharing a tent with 7 other guides, 5
of them from another guide unit; it was cramped, but cosy, and we certainly got to
know each other well.
There were so many activities, water-sports and crafts. The crafts were really
enjoyable, the water sports were so much fun, my favourite being water zorbing.
We also got to go to a local PGL centre and go swimming, but only on one day as
there were so many of us.
For the opening ceremony, I had the honour of carrying the flag, but also got
soaking wet. The closing and opening ceremonies were very similar, except the
closing ceremony had a Carnival theme. As Cherwell Division, we did a Christmas
carnival theme called “Santa Cruz”. This meant we were the only ones dressed up
as elves, with Santa there as well! (Please see the photo)
Quest 2015 was an amazing experience for me, and I cannot wait until the next
one. Thank you to my Guide leader, Julie, for organising the Cherwell Division Camp
within the county camp.
Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com
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VISIT HOOK NORTON BREWERY
TAKE A TOUR • TASTE THE BEERS • MEET THE SHIRES • AND MUCH MORE!

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9.30am - 4.30pm
Come and visit our unique brewery. There’s plenty to see on
a brewery tour, in our museum, or visit our shire horses.
Taste our award winning beers or linger a little longer in our
café and gift shop.
For more information call us on 01608 730384 or visit
www.hooky.co.uk.

18

THE RECTOR WRITES…
‘I was a stranger, and you welcomed me…’ (Matthew 25 v.35)
The last six funerals I have had the privilege of taking
have been marked out by the wonderful service that
each of those lives gave to this community. This village
is much the richer for them having lived here, and a
sense of gratitude and a fond remembrance of them
will live on for a very long time to come.
Nellie Clifton was born in Hook Norton and lived here
all her life. Throughout her 96 years she loyally
comforted, helped and cared for so many families, right
across the social and economic make-up of this village.
Roy Page was also Hooky born and bred! His ebullient,
well-lived life similarly benefited so many in this
community; his 22 years exemplary service in the local
retained Fire Service being only a part of what he gave.
Marianne Joyce moved here in 1983 and, throughout
her 32 years in this village, she gave a huge amount of
time and energy in supporting various village
organisations, particularly St Peter’s; so many people were helped by her.
Denise Gabriel moved here 19 years ago, and immediately began helping others by
getting actively involved in various village activities, helping out whenever and
wherever she could.
Likewise, Kathleen Martell came here in 2004, and similarly her caring nature and
willingness to help others, coupled with her gifting in domestic virtues, were selflessly
shared; not least with those at the Monday Club Care Group.
About the same time, John Hamilton moved into Hook Norton, and he too made a
huge contribution to the life of this village; John’s tireless efforts benefited both young
and old alike. He was one of the founding members of ‘Hooky Ukes’. There will be a
Ukulele Concert in St Peter’s Church, on Sunday 11 October, in memory of him.
Six amazing lives; indigenous and new-comer alike; each one brought a wealth of
blessing to the rest of us who live here. It seems that you never fully realise how much
someone does until they are no longer around! It has certainly brought home to me
how important it is to appreciate, perhaps more than we do, those who are familiar
to us. The other lesson being that we should be far more welcoming to those who we
would consider as strangers. Surprising, isn’t it, how quickly strangers can become
dear friends and how much they can enrich our lives? And when we lose them, how
deeply that loss is felt.
Each of these funeral services took place in St Peter’s Church, where we try to relate
the Christian faith to everyday life. We seek to do this in all sorts of ways from
Bible-study Groups and Fellowship Groups to Prayer Groups, Font Café and work in
our schools. For full details of all that’s going on at St Peter’s, and not just in the
church building, but in various places around the village, see our Notice Boards, visit
www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk or contact one of us:
Lay Minister, Janet Collins, 737081; Churchwarden, Mary Powell, 737463
John Acreman, 737223, john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com
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HOOK NORTON MARKET
Held on the 2nd Saturday of each month from 9 - noon
A variety of stalls including homemade preserves, cakes,
quiches, breads and locally sourced meat. A selection of
handmade stationary, crafts items and fairtrade products.
Contact Jane Abbott, 01608 737313
The Stalls are £4 per table
The market will be held in the Memorial Hall
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com
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www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

CALUM’S KARTING COMEBACK
Junior Kart Racer, Calum George of Hook
Norton, charged into the lead in the first race
on Sunday 2 August, at the Cotswolds Little
Rissington Kart Circuit – only for his lead to be
reduced after an accident brought out the red
flag to stop the race. At the restart, Calum
again held the lead but Craig Gadden (No 17)
made a desperate lunge from 2nd place and
caused an accident taking out Calum and Miles
Gray (No 91), who needed minor medical
attention. Calum managed to restart but
finished dead last while Craig was black flagged
and excluded for causing the accident.
As they lined up for the final, Calum started on grid 14 with Craig a few places behind
him. At the start, all of the drivers made it through safely and Calum quickly pulled
away from Craig and the midfield drivers, to close in on the top 6. In the last few laps,
Calum and the 6th and 5th placed drivers swapped places back and forth in a great
display of hard close and fair racing. At the flag Calum crossed the line on the outside,
with two wheels on the grass, a split second behind the 5th place driver. What a
comeback – from being barged off from a certain win in race one to climb through the
field from 14th in the final to take a well-deserved 6th place trophy.
Steve George
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A UKULELE EXTRAVAGANZA CONCERT
AT
ST PETER’S CHURCH
SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER 2015 AT 3pm
THE HOOK NORTON UKULELE BAND WILL ENTERTAIN WITH
A MUSICAL SING-ALONG IN MEMORY OF A FOUNDER MEMBER OF THE
BAND – JOHN HAMILTON.
IN AID OF
MUTUAL SUPPORT (ARMED FORCES) MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY UK.
THIS CHARITY CONCERT WILL BE FOLLOWED BY AFTERNOON TEA.
COST £5 PER HEAD WITH CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE.
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY – 8 NOVEMBER
Benefice of Hook Norton with Great Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton
I have recently been asked to take over the organisation of the Remembrance Day
ceremony from Angus Irvine, who is stepping down from the role to concentrate on
his charity work. From talking to others in the village, I have come to realise that we
owe him a great debt of gratitude for all the tireless work and effort he has put into
the event for many years; thank you Angus.
This year’s Service of Remembrance will be held on Sunday, 8 November at St Peter’s
Church. The procession will depart from The Green at 10.30am, with the service in
the Church commencing at 10.45am. There will be a rehearsal at St Peter’s on Friday
6 November at 6.00pm. Any new groups wishing to take part in the Flag or Wreath
Presentations should contact me. For any other information, contact The Rev John
Acreman, 737223.
Barry Lennon, 730567

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION STANDARD
For some years now it has been a village tradition to parade The Royal British Legion
Standard at the Remembrance Sunday Service at St Peter’s Church, in honour of those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice for their country. In recent weeks, however,
The Royal British Legion has informed us that their standard has been formally laid
up, forming an integral part of the War Memorial in the church and that to continue
parading it would be inappropriate. The Standard is currently undergoing some
refurbishment, but it will be returned to the church in time for this year’s Remembrance
Service.
Barry Lennon, 730567
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SAFARI SUPPER 2015
Saturday 12 September saw 104 people traversing the village in all sorts
of directions, in search of their next course; all taking part in this year’s
safari supper. A very patriotic evening it was too, with many safari goers
joining in with our theme ‘Last night of the Proms’ (which was on the same
night).
In a break from tradition, we started at two of the Safari Supper Team’s
houses, bedecked with union flag bunting and flags, where Pimm’s and canapés were
consumed. Rule Britannia was well and truly drowned in the hubbub of anticipation!
We then dispatched the throngs to 13 main course host houses and, once sated with
the savoury, everyone set off to find their sweet provided by one of the 14 dessert
course hosts. Most people made it back to the Sun Inn for a nightcap, or 2, or 10,
where the conversation was all about “where did you go?” and “what did you
serve/eat?”. There’s a recipe book idea in there somewhere!
Rumour has it that everyone thoroughly enjoyed the evening, which is 50% of the
reason we do it. The other 50% is about fund-raising for local causes, and another
new element this year was inviting those taking part to nominate their preferred
charity/organisation. So the resultant £1,300 or so will be split equally between Hook
Norton Day Care, Hook Norton Playgroup, Hook Norton Primary School and St Peter’s
Restoration Appeal.
Finally a huge thank you to everyone for making it such a success, hosts and guests
alike. We think we’re going to take a break next year and plan the next Safari Supper
for Spring 2017; but watch this space for other ideas we might dream up!
The SS Team: Becky Robertson, David Cooper, Jo Green, Kevin Hope
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND

The Band had a very enjoyable long week-end in Chester, back in July. Leaving
Banbury via Coach (Harry Shaw of Coventry) early on Friday morning, our first session
was at the Anderton Canal Boat Lift, near Chester – a 1875 vintage feat of late Victorian
engineering – playing at the Museum in the afternoon. Saturday presented wonderful
weather for our afternoon performance on Chester City bandstand, overlooking the
River Dee – a large and appreciative audience enjoying this very British afternoon.
On Sunday we performed at a local Regimental Museum, before returning to reality
Sunday evening.
Cherington Festival was our final summer engagement, before taking the month of
August off – returning on 7 September to prepare for our Autumn Concert at Hook
Norton, on the evening of Saturday 17 October. A totally new programme is promised
so, as I write, much practice to do!
We have the pleasure of welcoming two new musicians, Julie and Ian. Julie played
with us previously, and returns on Cornet; Ian takes up BBb Bass with our current
BBb bass player, Bob. Thus we now enjoy a full main Band – 30 in total; I have been
with the Band for over 40 years and have never before known us to have a full
complement of musicians!
We look forward to meeting all on the evening of 17 October at St Peter’s Church at
7:30 pm – Shaun (our MD) has some surprises in store no doubt. No tickets required
– just turn up and enjoy a varied Brass Band evening. Refreshments are served, raffle
and retiring collection – in this instance for charity and for St Peter’s Church.
We are currently planning Christmas; Saturday 5 December will be our ever popular
Christmas Concert for all ages at St Peter’s.
Martin Quartermain
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE LOTTERY
The Katharine House Lottery has been running for 15 years; it is a brilliant way to
support us – with the added bonus of a potential £1000 win, every week. Even if you
don’t win, the great thing about this lottery is you know exactly where your money is
going – back to Katharine House! It is such an important income stream for the funding
for Katharine House, and vital to us that this level of support continues; for just £1 a
week you can help to ensure the ongoing provision of comfort and care for our patients
and their families.
Our lottery members are really important to us. We know that in these difficult times
people don’t always have money to give, but the members of our weekly lottery who
sign up to pay for £1/week, make a tremendous difference to our work.
Lottery membership makes the perfect gift for the person who has everything – you
can give your friend or family member the chance to win £1,000 a week. Whether it’s
a birthday, anniversary, wedding, Mothers’s day or other celebration, you and the
recipient will know that the gift has helped continue to provide expect local care for
local people. Further details and gift applications forms are available from me or visit
Wendy Crosse, 01295 812161
www.khh.org.uk.

LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793
hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Opening Hours: Monday
2–5pm 6–7pm
Wednesday 2–5pm
Friday
2–5pm 6–7pm
Saturday
9.30am – 12.30pm
The Summer Reading Challenge. Well done to all the children and adults who took
part in the Challenge this year. This year’s theme was Record Breakers, so it is pleasing
that the children broke last year’s record, with over 70 children finishing the challenge.
We enjoyed discussing what they were reading and I look forward to seeing them all
in the special well done school assemblies, where it will be an honour to present them
with their medals and certificates. However, it’s the adults that excelled this year;
over 20 adults took part (compared to only one last year – she knows who she is)!
So, bravo to the adults, especially the readers who are parents, as studies suggest
that children are more likely to read for pleasure, if they see their parents reading.
Events - The Friends of Hook Norton Community Library afternoon tea event was
very well attended. The cakes were delicious; I had 4 different slices of cake (it would
be rude to show favouritism!), and it was a lovely way to celebrate our first successful
year as a Community Library. Over the summer, we held a Storytime event with junk
modelling, where the children made some very creative and wacky wheeled models.
Who knew it was possible to make a very realistic cockpit from a mayonnaise bottle
top?! The library also held its first drama workshop for 5–7 year-olds. Using Roald
Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes as a script, they rummaged in boxes of props and costume,
and dressed up as characters from the rhymes. Two narrators read out the rhymes,
and they acted out the stories and created the set by making the shapes of doors and
houses with their bodies. Everyone had a great time, and we have applied for funding
from the Hook Norton Brewery for further drama workshops in school holidays, so we
hope to be able to run a Christmas-themed workshop in December. I am also very
pleased to announce Rhymetime is back. Join us in the library for a drop in session
of rhymes, stories and colouring for the under 5s. It’s free and the first Rhymetime
will be on held on Friday 9 October 2–2.30pm. Thereafter, it will be held monthly on
the 2nd Friday of each month.
Karen Seymour, Manager, Hook Norton Community Library,
(I am currently reading Sweet Caress by William Boyd)
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Colour Analysis by Annie Broe
I will show you which colours are best for you.
Wearing the right colours is an easy and effective way to enhance your appearance.
You will instantly look more radiant, younger and healthier
You will feel more confident
Colours are very powerful – use this power to your advantage and look fantastic!
Gift Vouchers available – the perfect present
For a personal colour analysis or for more details please call me on
01295 780637 or 07930 398151 or email annie4colourandstyle@gmail.com
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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BAPTIST CHURCH
Saturday 3 October will be a big day
for our church. At 3.30pm there will
an induction service for our new
pastor, Peter Brookes. This is the
official welcome to Peter and his
wife, Kim. There will be many invited
guests from far and near, so parking
may be difficult, but Peter and Kim
would be delighted to welcome any
Hooky residents, whether or not they
have a connection with the church.
Peter has already commenced his
ministry here and is eager to get to
know Hooky and its people. Tea will
follow the service.
As summer gives way to autumn, we
give thanks for the holidays, new
experiences, and opportunities for
physical and spiritual refreshment
that many have enjoyed. Once again
we had a very successful Holiday
Club at the end of July, including a
rain-free barbecue on the Thursday
night. We are so grateful to Ian and
Elaine Coules for leading this each
year, and also for returning for
Family Fun Days to show puppets
and train young people in the art of
puppetry.
We look forward to the autumn and
winter activities. Our first Just Desserts evening will be a film show in November, date
yet to be confirmed, others are planned for the new year. We hope you will come.
But the church is not here just for organizing social events; we are a worshipping
community who meet each Sunday morning at 10.30am to praise God and receive
teaching from his word; to pray for each other, for national and international situations,
and those in need. We believe prayer makes a difference and would be happy to
receive prayer requests from anyone. A slip of paper in the wooden box in the hall,
or into the mail box on the hall door, or a phone call to 737315 (church office) will
ensure that your request is prayed for. We are also a giving community, supporting
many charities, special projects and people in need, as well as giving practical help
wherever possible. So, do let us know if there is any way you think we could help.
Weekly programme: Sunday 10.30am: Service; Wednesday 10.30am–12.30pm:
Coffee Morning; Wednesday 8pm: House Group (Bible study – phone for location);
Saturday 8am: Prayer meeting.
Hall bookings: Janice Quartermaine, 737269; Peter Brookes/ Office, 737315
Dorothy Smith, 737266
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CALAID OX15
A new grassroots movement has evolved in Hooky. CalAid OX15 responds to the needs
of the current refugee crisis with fortnightly collections of specific items.
Thanks to the overwhelming generosity and compassion of the OX15 (and wider)
community, many refugees will have warm feet and sturdy tents to help cope with
chilly European nights. After a two-day collection of much-needed camping items, on
20 September volunteers delivered a fantastic cargo – including 151 tents, 236
sleeping bags and over 600 pairs of socks – to Newbury, ready for shipment to Calais
or Kos later in the week. Huge thanks to the big team of donators, sorters, cake
makers, poster designers, tea makers, and drivers.
More collections are planned – each one will be for specific items for which a need has
been identified. Please look out for notices around the village and Facebook posts
before delving into the remote corners of the attic for that long lost item that could
help ease the life of refugees from Syria and elsewhere.
Vanessa Porter and Sammi Newman, calaidox15@btinternet.com
Find us on Facebook as: CalAid OX15

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The 2015/16 season is now underway. Our first speaker was Paul Sargent from the
Oxford Geology Group who gave an interesting talk on the Dinosaurs of Oxfordshire.
The speaker on 6 October will be David Ashby, who will be bringing us several million
years forward in time when he talks about The Collapsed Medieval Towns of Oxfordshire.
As usual meetings are held in the Baptist Church Hall, Netting Street and start at
7.30pm. The subscription reminder letter was sent out at the end of August; if you
have yet to pay your subscription of £10, please can you do so – either by sending it
to me or paying it at the next meeting.
For more information about our group and its activities please contact me
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

CALLING ALL KNITTERS
Age UK Oxfordshire is calling on knitters to whip out their wool and needles and create
little woolly hats for Age UK and Innocent’s Big Knit – to help local older people keep
warm, safe and well in winter. Now in its 12th year, The Big Knit calls on budding
knitters to knit miniature woolly hats to adorn Innocent smoothie bottles, which will
be sold in stores nationwide from February 2016. For each be-hatted smoothie sold,
Innocent will donate 25p to help Age UK fund national/local winter projects.
Last year alone, more than 16,000 hats were lovingly created in Oxfordshire, raising
over £3,000 for our Information and Advice helpline during the winter months. To
get involved, contact Age UK Oxfordshire on 0345 450 1276 or visit
www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/bigknit for more details
Rachelle Kennedy, Age UK Oxfordshire

HOOKY UKES - ENCORE
Following a recent period of absence, we would like to start a group playing the ukulele
again – in The Sun Inn, Hook Norton, on a Thursday evening. If anyone is interested
in joining the group (it is great fun!!), please come to The Sun on Thursday 22 October
at 7.30pm. Beginners are most welcome.
Please contact me for more details.
Tricia Hamilton, 730358
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HOOK NORTON BROWNIES
As this term commences, we bid a farewell to 6 lovely Brownies
who added their unique level of sparkle and charm to 1st HN
Brownies. We will be welcoming 6 new Brownies who have
moved up from Rainbows, and we have a lot of fun activities
planned to keep them busy this term.
On 10 October we will be holding one of the biggest events on
our calendar, the first annual Hook Norton’s Got Talent show,
which is being organised jointly by Brownies, Beavers, Rainbows
and Cubs. It is being held at the school, where we are hoping
to raise money for Children with Cancer and also for Oscar
Hawthorne. This function not only celebrates the many talented
children in our village but is bringing each group together, and
teaching the children many of the core values of each of these
organisations along the way.
The leaders have been amazed by the level of generosity in the
village, and many kind people have already donated fabulous
prizes for the raffle at the event. They include an overnight stay
at the Sun, meal voucher from The Gate Hangs High, a fuel
voucher from the Firs garage and many more.
If you are in the mood for Fish and Chips on Saturday afternoon,
Ozzy’s Chip van will be outside the school from about 4pm on
10 October, and he will be kindly donating all of his profits to
the fund. Please come and support Ozzy with his kind offer.
Janeen Wilson
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DANGEROUS DOG LEGISLATION
Thames Valley Police would like to remind members of the public of changes to this
legislation. It is against the law to let a dog be dangerously out of control anywhere,
including any public or private place (e.g. a neighbour’s house/garden) or in the
owner’s home. The law applies to all dogs.
Your dog is considered dangerously out of control if it injures someone or makes
someone worried that it might injure them. A court could also decide that your dog
is dangerously out of control if it attacks someone’s animal or if someone thinks they
could be injured if they tried to stop your dog attacking their animal. Note that a
farmer is allowed to kill your dog if it is worrying their livestock.
More details on https://www.gov.uk/control-dog-public/overview
Samantha West, Cherwell LPA

AGINCOURT OCTOBER 25�� 1415 - WELSH ARCHERS RULE!
The high point of Welsh military power. Then came cannons. Oh well, best stick to
rugby boys, you’re pretty good at that.
John McCormick
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ANNUAL MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Our Macmillan Coffee Morning in Hook Norton took place on Friday 2 October, at St
Peter's Church – I hope you could make it! This was a change of date to the national
coffee morning and also the change of venue, due to building work at the school. We
had the usual wonderful coffee & cakes, plus raffle, Christmas cards and gifts for sale.
Hook Norton has been great at supporting this event over the years that I have been
running it, and I hope that you will continue to raise money for this very worthwhile
cause. If you would like to be involved in helping at future events, please do let me
know.
Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:
Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm

Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday

Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!
Contact Vicky on 737985

IT’S OFFICIAL: SINGING REDUCES STRESS!
Recent research indicates that the benefits of singing range from the physical – it
boosts oxygen levels in the blood – to the psychological – it lowers stress and
strengthens feelings of community. So come and join us (we already have members
from Hook Norton) – no audition is required – just a genuine enjoyment of singing.
We are a very friendly local choir who rehearse every Tuesday, 7.30–9pm, in school
term-time at St. Nicholas’ Church in Chadlington, where we sing a wide repertoire of
music: secular and sacred, old and new. Our Autumn Term starts on Tuesday 15
September. You are welcome to come to a FREE taster rehearsal.
Visit our website, www.wychwoodchorale.org.uk, or call Emma on 01608 659737
Howard Sherwood
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Christopher’s
Chauffeur and Private Hire Services
HOOK NORTON
We specialise in airport transfers, cruise ports and long distance.
A reliable, discreet service with executive modern vehicles for your
peace of mind. Private and commercial accounts welcome.

Further enquiries call Chris: 01608 737161
Chauffeur.service@btinternet.com
6 & 4 seater vehicles available, endorsed by Cherwell District Council.

OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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WILDLIFE NOTES
Thanks to all of you who have been in contact over the past few weeks with details
of your wildlife sightings. We seem to be exceptionally lucky that in such a relatively
small area wildlife is fairly abundant, more so if you know where to look and are
observant.
A few days ago, whilst walking my dog by the Rop stream to the south of the Manor
House, I disturbed a kingfisher. Actually, all
I saw was a flash of blue as it flew away! It
must have been trying to catch some of the
sticklebacks that have recently appeared in
the stream. In recent weeks a heron has been
seen trying its luck there too.
The larger birds, particularly birds of prey,
tend to be more noticeable. Some have no
qualms about dining in the gardens of Hooky
residents. Sheila Rider observed a male
goshawk which was partially hidden in her
garden. It was closely watching the birds
attracted by the feeders she had placed
around her garden. Both Jenny Mead and Kate
Randall have had sparrowhawks in their
gardens – thanks to Jenny for the photograph.
Young peregrines have also been seen flying
about the area.
I have mentioned moths before. Sally Hollis
from Burycroft Road saw a hawkmoth
caterpillar in her garden a couple of weeks
back. She was able to take this photo of it –
thanks, Sally. Several other species of moth,
notably hummingbird moths, have been
noted.
Moving on to reptiles, several sightings of
grass snakes have been made, Tim Burchell,
not content with seeing an adult on his
allotment compost heap, also saw some
juveniles in the same place. Liz Bridgewood
from East End reports that the “East End”
grass snake was sunning itself on her garden
path one day.
Badgers are also venturing into Hooky, some of whom have been causing havoc on
Liz Bridgewood's lawn. Whilst nice to look at, it must be remembered how good they
are at digging and therefore destructive to well-manicured lawns. You only need to
walk around the viaducts to see their efforts at earth and stone moving.
All the sightings reported here so far have been fairly run of the mill. However,
Margaret Evans of Rectory Road had a far more exotic sighting a few weeks ago. She
had a jerboa in her back garden; no doubt it was an escaped pet. I do hope that jerboa
and owner have been reunited!
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers to
support families with children under 5 in their own homes.
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you
befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!
Contact Karen on 01295 266358
email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk

More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk
Applicants will be subject to a CRB check
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Registered Charity No: 1114860

HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 25 November
Brewery Visitor Centre; 7.30pm
All Welcome
The 19th annual Hook Norton charity
music festival was held on Friday 26
and Saturday 27 June at the
Brewery field site. We are now
looking forward to planning for the 20th in 2016! That is 19 years of Music at the
Crossroads, including the time we knew it as Folk in a Field. Over this period, well in
excess of £80,000 has been raised and donated to the village and to village supported
charities under the umbrella of the Hook Norton Charitable Association (HNCA).
This year’s aims were to bring the festival closer to the village and to reduce entry
costs to a sustainable minimum, keeping to a tight budget. The entry cost for Saturday
was halved and the Friday night was free of charge. We were able to break even on
ticket sales while making profits from the bar takings. Once funds have been set aside
to fund next year, monies will be allocated to our core supported charities, Leukaemia
and Lymphoma Research (now called “Bloodwise”), Fire Fighters and Air Ambulance).
At this time HNCA are not making a call for additional donation requests. Recipients
will be contacted in advance.
This year many people felt that the festival was “closer to the village” and a real family
and community event, held in magnificent surroundings within easy walking access
of the village. Our annual village music festival was born out of the historic Rural Fayre
and we seek even more involvement from village groups and local businesses. More
people are always needed so if you would like to be involved in the future of this event,
or just to make comments, come along to the Brewery Visitor Centre on Wednesday
25 November at 7.30pm.
If you would like to express your thoughts, offer suggestions or help you can contact
us via our website (www.hookymusic.co.uk) or send an email to me.
Pete Watkins, petewatkins4@aol.com

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
The Autumn Show was very successful (see the report in this newsletter); remember
that there will be a Spring Show next April, and we all have plenty of time to consider
what to enter to win some of the classes. The Show schedule is comprehensive,
allowing entries of pot plants, cut flowers, floral art, fruit and vegetables, baking,
wine-making, crafts & hobbies and photographs. Well worth taking part.
We have one more meeting this year, on Wednesday 21 October at 7.30 pm, when
there will be a talk on Growing and Using Herbs; our AGM is on Wednesday 18
November, at 7.30pm, followed by a Members' evening, with wine and cheese and
mince pies – a good time to come and join the Club. We will have a full calendar of
visits and talks for next year.
After a disappointing summer, perhaps we will have an 'Indian' summer, with a few
warm days yet to come; you never know! Anyway, there is plenty of time to get some
more gardening done before the winter. Enjoy your gardening, and we hope to see
you at our next meeting.
Nick Price
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JOHN STUBBS GOLF LTD
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club
Wigginton • Nr. Banbury • Oxfordshire • OX15 5HL
Tel: 01608 730047 • Email: johnstubbs26@hotmail.co.uk • Web: www.jsgolf.co.uk

LADIES GROUP COACHING - every Tuesday and Saturday
CHILDREN’S COACHING - every Saturday
INDIVIDUAL COACHING AVAILABLE
GolfMark and
CRB accredited
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Fully Stocked Shop
with the latest brands

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
I cannot believe the summer is already over and we're already thinking about
Christmas. Please put these dates in your diaries and come and support our
fundraising, everyone is welcome. We are having our Halloween Party at the Sports
& Social Club on Friday 30 October; tickets will be £5 per family. It is advisable to buy
tickets in advance and not rely on getting in on the night – it is a very well attended
event!! Our Xmas Fayre is on Sunday 29 November, 2–4pm, and we will also be having
a stall at the village Xmas Market on Saturday 12 December. Look out for the posters
or, for more information, check out our facebook page, our website –
www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk – or contact me directly
Julie Riley, Manager, 730560

ST PETER’S CHURCH 200 CLUB - WINNERS
July:

£100: J Bruton / £25: J McCormick / £25: A Powell

August:

£100: J McCormick / £25: J Webb / £25: D and K Smith

If you would like to join the 200 club, forms are available from the church or from
me. There is still time to join and be in the December draw, in which the first prize is
£250
You may have noticed that some people have won more than once over the months
that the 200 club has been run; most of them have more than one ticket, improving
their chances to win.
Mark Taylor, 730089

THANK YOU
I would just like to thank the Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group for all
of the time and hard work they have put in over the last couple of years. Thanks to
their efforts our village has a better future than would otherwise be the case. Without
a Neighbourhood Plan we would have been totally reliant on CDC and/or Central
Government and we have seen how that has worked out! Well done and thank you.
Roger Cooke

HOOK NORTON PARISH WARDEN
A belated welcome to Kim Cooke, our new Parish Warden. Kim has been doing great
work keeping the village tidy, and looking after the Memorial Hall. For any
environmental problems or issues in the village, problems with the hall, or notices for
the noticeboard, the first point of contact is Kim. His email is parishwarden@hooknorton.org.uk and his phone number is 07949 197677.
Booking queries for the hall go as normal to Rosemary Watts, the Parish Clerk at
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk.
Emma Kane, Chair, Hook Norton Parish Council

SHIPSTON HOME NURSING EVENTS
Vintage/2nd Hand Clothes Sale: Saturday 10 Oct; 10.30–12.30am; Sheldon Bosley
Hub
Wyatts Tree & Plant Auction: Saturday 17 Oct; 11.30am; Wyatts Plant Centre and
Farm Shop
Rebecca Mawle, 01608 674929
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Date
1
1
2
4
6
8
8
8
9
10
10
11
14
15
17
17
20
21
21
22
27
28
29
29
30
31

Monday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Saturday

10:00 AM
6.30 PM
7.30 PM
9.30 AM
10:00 AM
8:00 PM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
3:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
9:15 AM
1.30 PM
10:00 AM

Monday Club - Care Group for older people
Pilates (term time only)
Yoga (term time only)
Yoga (term time only)
Font Café
Ladies Social Badminton
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Coffee morning and table games
T’ai Chi classes (term time only)
Jam Club
Youth Boxercise class
Adult boot camp meta-fit fitness camp
Rhythm Time Music
Ladies Social Badminton
Friday Toddler Group
Pilates (term time only)
Font Café

Baptist Hall
Sun Inn
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
St Peters
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Baptist Church
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Sports & Social Club
Sports & Social Club
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
School Study Centre
St Peters

Sunday

6:30 PM

Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only)

Memorial Hall

Day
Thu
Thu
Fri
Sun
Tue
Thu
Thu
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sun
Wed
Thu
Sat
Sat
Tue
Wed
Wed
Thu
Tue
Wed
Thu
Thu
Fri
Sat

Start Time
09:00
18:30
09:00
15:00
19:30
17:00
19:30
19:30
14:00
09:00
16:00
15:00
14:30
09:00
10:00
19:30
14:00
10:30
19:30
19:30
19:00
14:00
09:00
10:30
18:30
10:00

Title
Rhythm Time Music
Hooky Players Auditions for Dick Whittington
MacMillan Coffee Morning
Race for Life
Local History Group
Open Tap Take Over
Hook Norton Classic Wheels
Parish Council Meeting
Rhymetime
Village Market
Ozzy's Chips for Charity
Ukulele Sing-along
Reading Group
Rhythm Time Music
Hook Norton Low Carbon Swap Shop
Brass Band Concert
WI Meeting
WI Bring-and-Buy
Garden Club
Hooky Ukes - Revival meeting
Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club
Craft & Chatter
Rhythm Time Music
Carry on Learning
Playgroup Halloween Party
St Peter’s Church Craft Fair

Where
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
St Peter's Church
Sun Inn
Baptist Hall
Brewery Visitor Centre
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Library
Memorial Hall
Primary School
St Peter's Church
Library
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
St Peter's Church
Baptist Hall
Baptit Hall
Memorial Hall
Sun Inn
Baptist Hall
Library
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
Sports & Social Club
St Peter's Church

Hooky Players may schedule additional pantomime auditions during October if casting is not completed in the
scheduled audition that was held on October 1.
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Monday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Saturday

10:00 AM
6.30 PM
7.30 PM
9.30 AM
10:00 AM
8:00 PM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
3:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
9:15 AM
1.30 PM
10:00 AM

Monday Club - Care Group for older people
Pilates (term time only)
Yoga (term time only)
Yoga (term time only)
Font Café
Ladies Social Badminton
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Coffee morning and table games
T’ai Chi classes (term time only)
Jam Club
Youth Boxercise class
Adult boot camp meta-fit fitness camp
Rhythm Time Music
Ladies Social Badminton
Friday Toddler Group
Pilates (term time only)
Font Café

Baptist Hall
Sun Inn
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
St Peters
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Baptist Church
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Sports & Social Club
Sports & Social Club
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
School Study Centre
St Peters

Sunday

6:30 PM

Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only)

Memorial Hall

Date
3
6
8
11
12
12
12
12
12
13
13
14
17
18
19
24
25
25
26
26
29

Day
Tue
Fri
Sun
Wed
Thu
Thu
Thu
Thu
Thu
Fri
Fri
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Tue
Wed
Wed
Thu
Thu
Sun

Start Time
19:30
18:00
10:30
14:30
09:00
17:00
19:30
19:30
14:00
09:00
14:00
19:30
12:00
19:00
14:00
19:30
09:00
10:30
14:00

Title
Local History Group
Remembrance Service Rehearsal
Service of Remembrance
Reading Group
Rhythm Time Music
Open Tap Take Over
Hook Norton Classic Wheels
Parish Council Meeting
WI Xmas Shopping Trip
Rhymetime
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
Village Market
WI Meeting
Garden Club AGM
Soup and Pud Event
Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club
Craft & Chatter
Music at the Crossroads; Planning
Rhythm Time Music
Carry on Learning
Playgroup Xmas Fayre

Where
Baptist Hall
St Peter's Church
The Green/St Peter's Church
Library
School Study Centre
Brewery Visitor Centre
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Solihull
Library
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
Playgroup Centre

53

54

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

01295 788845
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