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GRANGE FARM FOODS
Handmade celebration cakes and chocolates for Birthdays,
Weddings and all other occasions.
Delicious catering menus for dinner parties, afternoon teas,
relaxed buffets or canapés.
We also produce handmade tasty dishes for you to freeze,
so if you don’t have the time to cook let us do it for you.
New – Cake Decorating courses now available!

Contact Jane Abbott at Grange Farm, Swerford, OX7 4AX.
Telephone: 01608 737313 or Email: jane@grangefarmfoods.co.uk.
Corporate and Trade enquiries welcome.

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers to
support families with children under 5 in their own homes.
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you
befriend a local family in need?
Interested? Then come and join us!!
Contact Karen on 01295 266358
email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk

More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk
Applicants will be subject to a CRB check
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FROM THE EDITORS
How did this get here?
One of the joys of joining the
newsletter team is discovering just
how many people are involved in
producing it. Our many contributors
of course, our loyal advertisers, the
photographers, the editors, the proof
readers, the printers, even the poets!
But still, without one vital link, the
newsletter would not have the reach
and impact that it does. Of course,
I’m referring to the team of
distributors, who organise, allocate
and finally deliver the result of all our
efforts to your door. This is an unsung
– but vital – task that can involve
exploring some of the more
fascinating and neglected nooks,
crannies and byways of our village
and parish, sometimes with the added
bonus of meeting fellow villagers for
the first time or catching up of gossip
that might otherwise be missed. As
the village (and the newsletter!)
expands,
the
distribution
task
becomes ever larger and more
demanding.

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising
Page Layout
Copy Editor
Distribution
Proofreading
IT/Web Support
Directory

Annie Hollingdale
John McCormick
David Jones
Verity Calderan
Kerrie McCormick
Martin Baxter
Diana Barber

737748

737391
737428

ADVERTISING RATES
SIZE
MONO
COLOUR
Third Page
£12.50
£22.50
Half Page
£17.50
£32.50
Contact advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
Lane. Hook Norton OX15 5NX or put in our
postbox in the village shop

NEX T ISSUE: AUGUST
COPY DATE: FRI 17TH JULY
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial
Team.

Find us on the web at

www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
hook-norton.org.uk/newsletter

In consequence, we need your help! If you would like to join the distribution
team and lend a hand for a few hours every two months – or even offer to be a back-up
for regular members when they are not available – we would be very grateful to hear
from you. Things that need to be done range from the obvious posting through
letterboxes to fetching and carrying printed copies in bulk or planning, co-ordinating
and controlling the whole operation. If you would like to join the fun, please contact
me.
Thanks to the Hook Norton WI for this month’s cover photo of the WI Centenary baton
being transported through the village by the Brewery dray.
David Jones, Editorial Team, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Editorial Team

From the Registers
Unusually, we have no record of baptisms, marriages or deaths reported in this issue.
We believe this may be the first occurrence of this for over 20 years!
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NAPOLEON 1815 – A PLACE IN THE SUN
It’s coming up to summer 1815. Although you didn’t exactly go there voluntarily (you
were forcibly sent there under the terms of the Treaty of Fontainebleau) you’ve been
in Elba for just under a year. As far as exile destinations go, it isn’t too shabby. It’s
only 20 km off the coast of Tuscany, so all of your relatives can (and are allowed to)
visit. The temperature varies from 16 in January to 36 in June; it rains for only 6 days
a month. It has a population of about 12,000 in 1814. You have a personal guard of
600 men.
During the months that you’ve been on the island, just to pass the time, you’ve carried
out a series of economic and social reforms to improve the islanders’ quality of life.
You’ve created a small navy and army (because that’s what you do), developed the
iron-ore mines, and built roads. You’ve spent taxpayer money on public works like
draining the island's marshes and on an impressive improvement of the legal and
education systems.
You have a two-story town house with an impressive library, stocked by the good
booksellers of Livorno. In your personal quarters you have a four-post bed with red
silk curtains, Empire-style console tables, bronze mirrors and candlesticks. You also
have a humble two-storey summer resort in which you’ve organised many gala events,
to which the most suitable members of Elba society have been invited. You’ve also
converted an old church into a theatre, complete with three tiers of seats from where
you could watch the stage below.
You could just stay here, or you could go to Waterloo? It’s only 12 miles from Brussels,
on the main connecting southern road. The temperature varies from 6 to 23, but it
rains for 20 days a month. It’s near Dinant, the birthplace of Adolphe Sax inventor of
the Saxophone. You can tour the Stella Artois beer factory. It’s also handy for the
other breweries such as Leffe, and Hoegaarden. You did famously say, ‘On victory,
you deserve beer, in defeat, you need it’. Proximity to so many world famous brewing
establishments may be a major attraction.
So, are you going to pass up all of the delights of Elba just to
be within easy commuting distance of Brussels? You may even
be able to slip down to Paris for the odd long weekend. There
are probably one or two other properties there that you may
be able to re-occupy. It’s a tough decision.
Just to spice up the decision-making process, there is the
mystery destination, which turns out to be St. Helena. It’s
located in the South Atlantic Ocean on the Mid-Atlantic Ridge,
more than 1,200 miles from the nearest major landmass; it’s
one of the most remote places in the world. The main factor
of the climate of Saint Helena is that the trade winds blow
almost continuously. It has a population of 800 in 1815. None
of your relatives are going to visit you there. Your tiny exile
house is, however, very cheap to maintain and you can live
there rent-free.
To avoid it coming into play, all you have to do is defeat that Wellington – co-incidentally
pesky Irishman (pictured at right) at the head of a hastily snapped by David Jones in
assembled multi-national army on June 24th. Surely they can
be no match for your battle-hardened garcons? ... Oh dear.
Enjoy St. Helena. Take a warm coat.

Norwich Cathedral Close

John McCormick
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Book and Plant Sale 2015
The annual Book and Plant Sale was once again a great success.
We were lucky enough to have a dry, bright day for the occasion,
allowing everyone to dawdle in the sunshine, browse through
the bumper selection of books, buy a few plants for the garden
and enjoy coffee and biscuits with friends. Fiddlebop provided
the mellow musical background, the Font Café provided the
coffee and the FOHNCL Committee and Library volunteers worked
hard in the background, before and on the day. Our thanks go
to all of them.
Every year this village event is enjoyed by locals and visitors,
and provides a welcome boost to FOHNCL funds. This year
we raised a
total of £737
comprising
£325 from the
sale of books
£111 from the
sale of plants,
£101 from the
sale of raffle
tickets and a
£200 donation
from AC Lloyd,
the builders.
The FOHNCL are
especially
grateful to AC
Lloyd for their
support of this
village event. I
would also like
to thank, on our
behalf, all those
who
donated
prizes for the raffle, including Tom and Gloria of the Village Shop, Whichford Pottery
and Wyatt’s Garden Centre for the tokens they gave; also the Brewery and others
who donated beer, wine and chocolates. I would also like to thank everyone who
donated books and plants, and those who came on the day to buy them. Finally thanks
to Karen, our Library Manager, who entered enthusiastically into her first Book and
Plant Sale, coping admirably with the arrival of innumerable boxes of books. As Karen
approaches the anniversary of her arrival at Hook Norton Library, I am sure you will
all agree that we are very lucky to have her.
Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary
(A quote from a satisfied attendee, sent to the Newsletter: ‘What a truly sociable event
this was, so many people attending and much to chat about; a real village event. The
weather was kind and the music great.’)
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WILDLIFE NOTES
Writing this in early May, we all hope that we have said goodbye to cold nights, and
can look forward to warmer weather. However, having said that, it was a surprise to
wake up recently and see a light frost in the garden and fields. Birdsong is now very
much in evidence, with blackcaps and chiffchaffs to the fore. At this time of year
ground nesting birds are very much around. Therefore please be careful not to disturb
them whilst walking with or without dogs across farmland.
Normally cuckoos are around the area by now. I've been told that St George's Day
is the marker for their arrival in the village. However, so far, Jeanette Hibberd is the
only person to report having heard one. Mike Battley told me that whilst near
Milton-under-Wychwood he had seen a cuckoo being chased by a kestrel. I appreciate
that this is not really Hook Norton but it would appear to have been an unusual
occurrence. Sightings of birds of prey are very commonplace these days, particularly
sparrowhawks that can be seen around the village. Jenny Bruton had one in her
garden not so long ago, while John Wheatley witnessed one taking a blackbird in his
garden. Ducklings have also been spotted on the pond just beyond Ironstone Hollow.
A great spotted woodpecker has been reported by Sarah Morris in her garden.
The warmer weather means that reptiles and other creatures are coming
out of hibernation. Kjell Trogstad in East End reports seeing a grass snake
in his garden. (Obviously – judging by the photo – it didn't seem to mind
being handled.) Wendy Gordon had a hedgehog scuttling about her
garden. Typically, when she got her camera out it was nowhere to be
seen! Hedgehogs have been in steady decline in this country for a number
of years and it is estimated that there are under 1 million left. Apparently,
they have declined in the UK as fast as tigers
worldwide. Sadly, Wendy's hedgehog was not
the only one in the village as at least two more
have been seen squished by the roadside.
As I mentioned before, deer are regular visitors
to Hooky and the surrounding area. John Weaver
saw a doe muntjac with a tiny fawn near the
Wigginton crossroads. It is, of course, breeding
season and Patrick Fox (my predecessor for this
page) sent me a charming photograph of a fox cub he had been able to
get quite close to.
Turning briefly to plants, I visited Whichford Woods a few
weeks ago to see and photograph the bluebells. In recent years there
has been a magnificent display; however, this time, I was extremely
disappointed. There were hardly any, despite the fact that bluebells
seed profusely. However, they are in decline due in part to habitat loss,
particularly woodland and hedgerows. Emergence of seemingly
uncontrollable brambles does not help matters either. In Whichford
brambles seem to be everywhere now.
Finally, a warning to those of you who have ponds stocked with fish:
Herons are about, and we all know they are expert fishermen. Jackie
White captured this one on her camera in her garden. It seems to have
a guilty expression on its face. Owing to loss of fish, Jackie and Paul
have now taken precautions to safeguard their fish from this and other
unwelcome guests.
As usual please send details of your observations to me…
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

CALLING DOG AND CAT LOVERS
One of the local veterinary surgeries is collecting
items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have
any of the following to spare, they would be very
gratefully received. Old dog leads - collars blankets - towels - beds - dog coats scratching posts - spare food - chews brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste in date wormer/flea treatments - toys - cat
carriers etc. Anything you think would make an
unwanted pet's life a little happier. Anything not
suitable will be divided between PDSA and Blue
Cross in Banbury. If you care to give me a call
I will be happy to deliver them.
Hilary Wiseman, 737374

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING UPDATE
After several months of work within the local community the Banbury rural team
carried out a warrant under the misuse of drugs act at an address in Hook Norton in
April. As a result of the warrant an adult male has been reported for the offence of
possession of cannabis.
If you have any information you wish to provide us in relation to possible drug use,
or concerns you may have around drugs in the rural community, you can contact us
directly on BanburyruralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk or via 101 or anonymously
through Crimestoppers on 0800 555111
Samantha West, Neighbourhood Policing Administrator

Join the Safari Fun!
This year’s Safari Supper is
on
Saturday 12 September
2015
Look out for more details
and the enrolment form
on page 29 of this
newsletter
11

12

MARATHON DES SABLES 2015 – UPDATE
(156 mile ultra-marathon in the Sahara desert)
Arriving in the chaos of darkness at the first desert bivouac I fared well and found
some good tent mates for the duration of the race. These nomadic tents provided
little protection from the wind and at night your sleeping bag gradually filled with
sand and dust (as did your hair – if you untied your pony tail it stayed moulded in
place!). The sun rose quickly and, as we massed for the start each morning, the
heat of the sun was already starting to penetrate.
The scenery was stunning – open plains with
jbels (mountains), soft sand dunes, dried hard
baked riverbeds, the odd watery oasis and tufts
of camel grass. It was often hard going and quite
a cruel course – thinking you were nearing the
end of the day’s stage, you were often directed
up and over a jbel or through endless soft sand
that made for very slow progress, or a
combination of both.
It was an unwritten rule that the fastest tent
members (not me!) undertook the task of
removing all the rocks from the sleeping area ready for their slower companions
to drop their packs, collapse in a heap and rest, before starting up their stoves,
refuelling themselves and crawling into their sleeping bags ready to get some sleep
before beginning all over again the next day. Washing of yourself or your clothes
was limited – any water used for this had to come out of your precious daily drinking
water rations – but at least we all looked and smelled the same! Our packs got
lighter daily as we ate the contents ravenously!
Day 2 was my favourite, despite a tough climb; the views were phenomenal. Other
highlights included running full pelt down large sand dunes. On day 3 the
temperature reached 54C in the valleys, and an interminable slope ended the day.
At check points fellow competitors could
be seen hooked up to IV drips where the
heat and dehydration had taken its toll. I
managed to keep going through the night
for the 57 mile stage, preferable to me
than having to continue during the heat
of the next day. Just as I thought it was
plain sailing, with only 3 miles to go, the
course diverted through a riverbed of
tortuous soft sand – another cruel finish.
Following this long stage, many bandaged
feet and strange shuffles were present for
the final marathon. The finishing line
appearing remains ingrained in my memory, and the medal hard won – 156 miles,
and 57 hours, 9 minutes and 55 seconds over tough but beautiful terrain.
Many, many thanks to everyone who followed, supported, emailed and/or sponsored
me. At present the total raised stands at £2482.20 (mixture of Virgin money giving
site and paper sponsorship forms), which with gift aid on much of this, should be
close to £3000 to be divided between The Fire Fighters Charity, Pancreatic Cancer
Research and Fight Bladder Cancer.
Fran King (tired but happy!)
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JOB OPPORTUNITY
The award winning 5 Star Gold Old School B&B
in Little Compton requires extra help ….a
special person to job-share hands-on morning
house-keeping
/
breakfast
service.
www.theoldschoolbedandbreakfast.com
You may be able to offer weekends only but
can also work on some week days when
required - or are flexible to work together in a
small ‘dedicated team’ to ensure all mornings
are covered off.
If you have worked in a similar business before you will know stamina is required and
a pride in maintaining extremely high standards of care and attention to detail for our
guests. A warm, friendly personality with great people skills, a professional attitude
and willingness to be flexible with the seasonal demands of the business is essential.
Hours are @ 8.30 – 1.00pm inc. a fair share with weekends and Bank Holidays. A
good hourly rate is offered with the opportunity to develop flexible/ additional working
hours to suit both parties. References please.
All genuine enquiries please contact Wendy on 01608 674 588 (8am – 7pm) or email
wendy@theoldschoolbedandbreakfast.com

HOOK NORTON WI
At our April meeting, James Tobin came and gave us an extremely
interesting and informative talk about Hook Norton AD912 - 1939. He
told us how early remains of Roman settlers before 912 had been found.
It was named in the Domesday book in 1086 as Hochenartone. Our
church is Saxon, and there are 71 listed buildings in the village. In the
1700s there was an Asylum and Work House; these were closed in the
late 1800s. When the railway was opened in 1887, Hook Norton changed
– as 3 Iron Foundries were opened and many people were employed by them, not on
the land as before. There were many shops and traders during these years but most
of them were eventually closed. Electricity came to the village in 1927. In the 1930s
many of the villagers went outside the village to work in Banbury and Chipping Norton.
We were pleased to welcome another new member to our group.
On 18 April the WI Centenary Baton was
brought to Hook Norton Brewery from
Spelsbury WI by Fire Engine. From there, it
was cheered on its way when it was taken by
Catherine Sparkes, our President, and Bea
Bates, of the Oxfordshire Federation of WIs,
on the Brewery Dray to the Gate Hangs High
where it was passed on to be taken by bicycle
to Broughton Castle. Lots of members walked
behind the procession, which also included
the Steam Engine.
Doreen McLaughlin
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LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:
Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!
Contact Vicky on 737985

THE RECTOR WRITES
Imagine that…
Lack of imagination is sometimes not only foolish and
debilitating, it can be positively dangerous! When the
findings of the 9/11 Commission into the attacks in the
US were published, chair Thomas Kean commentated
that history would show that the greatest failure of the
US intelligence services was not policy, resources or
management, but ‘one of imagination’. The report
concluded that the security services had operated
within the boundaries of the ‘known realm’ and, as a
result, failed to anticipate the methods used by alQaeda. The strongest recommendation of the report
was that it was crucial ‘to find ways of routinizing, even
bureaucratizing, the exercise of the imagination’.
Imagination can open our minds to real possibilities, and therefore to solutions and
all sorts of wonderful opportunities. Over the next few months we, at St Peter’s, are
taking a leaf from the 9/11 report and ‘routinizing’ our imagination! The Apostle Paul
seems to give us permission to do that when he urges us that God ‘is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine’ (Ephesians 3 v.20). He almost seems
to be saying, “Go on! Close your eyes and imagine it were so”. Thus, we want to be
thinking outside the boundaries of the known realm. We will be allowing God to drive
our imagination in order to open up possibilities of what we, as a Church, can be doing
for Him in this village. We will be seeking a fresh vision of God, in order to get a fresh
vision for God!
Do you ever imagine? The older we get, the more difficult it seems to imagine. That’s
not hard to understand as our very survival depends on us taking reality seriously.
And yet a lack of the ability, or even the courage, to imagine ties us to the belief that
life can never be different to how it is now. But life can be changed, even transformed!
If you would like to imagine that, with others doing a bit of visionary thinking, why
not give me, or one of my colleagues, a call?
At St. Peter’s we try to relate the Christian faith to everyday life. We seek to do this
in all sorts of ways from Bible-study Groups and Fellowship Groups to Prayer Groups,
Font Café and work in our schools, as well as in our regular Sunday worship.
For full details of all that’s going on at St Peter’s, and not just in the church building,
but in various places around the village, see our Notice Boards, or visit www.stpetershooknorton.org.uk. Alternatively, contact me or our Lay Minister, Janet Collins
(737081), or the Churchwarden, Mary Powell (737463)
John Acreman, 737223, john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com
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HOOK NORTON MARKET
Held on every second Saturday from 9 - 12 midday
A variety of stalls including homemade preserves, cakes,
quiches, breads and locally sourced meat. A selection of
handmade stationary, crafts items and fairtrade products.
Contact Edwina Cornelius on 01608 738292
or edwinacornelius@yahoo.co.uk
The Stalls are £5 /£9
The market will be held in the Memorial Hall
16
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01295 788845
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JAZZ IN JULY
Jazz Event at Rousham Park Gardens
with George Huxley’s Jazzmen
In aid of Age UK Oxfordshire
Friday 3 July 7-9.30pm
Traditional jazz all in the delightful setting.
Tickets: £15.00. Pre-booked picnic hampers for 2: £20.
Licensed bar.
All tickets pre-sold; no tickets at the gate. Contact Age UK Oxfordshire: 03454 501276
/ www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire.
By kind permission of Mr & Mrs Charles Cottrell-Dormer. This event follows the ‘sell-out’
Jazz Picnic held last summer at Broughton Castle. People of all ages are invited to
bring picnics and enjoy a fantastic summer evening of traditional jazz.

SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Following an uncontested election on May 7, your Parish Councillors are:
Emma Kane, Chair Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair
Allison Hicks
Brian Griggs
Thomas Wright
Nathan Matthews
Charles Henderson
Parish Council Vacancies: Vacancies exists in the office of Parish Councillor for the
Parish of Hook Norton. They will be filled by co-option at the meeting on 11 June
2015. Adverts for the posts were placed on noticeboards in the village during May
and on the village website. Those wishing to be nominated should register their interest
with the Parish Clerk no later than 02 June 2015.
Parish Warden: The Council has appointed Mr Kim Cooke as the new Warden.
Internal Audit 2014-2015: An internal audit of the Council accounts and the
Memorial Hall accounts for 2014–2015 has been conducted by Mr David Ralls, Banbury,
with no matters arising. The accounts will now be passed to External Auditors and the
Charity Commission.
Hook Norton War Memorial Hall: Councillors are looking at the cost of replacing
the windows with double glazed units.
Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan (HNNP): On 7 April the Executive of Cherwell
District Council agreed that the HNNP will go to Referendum after the General Election.
The Community Rights Programme of Locality has approved a grant of £1,155 towards
the cost. Cherwell District Council Councillors have praised the HNNP submission. It
will be used as a blueprint for other councils.
Cemetery - complaints are still being received that dog owners are allowing their
animals to run free and foul the cemetery. This is very distressing for people visiting
the graves of loved ones. Councillors ask that owners keep their dogs on leads in the
cemetery and clean up after them. The Parish Council is seeking more volunteers to
join the ‘Friends of Hook Norton Cemetery’ group to assist with general tidying and
maintenance of the cemetery. Please contact Councillor Allison Hicks at
allisonhicks@tiscali.co.uk if you can help. Residents are politely asked not to put flower
wrappings, plastic or oasis in the cemetery compost bin. Please put these items in the
green wheelie bins provided.
Fix My Street: Report defects at http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Dog Fouling: To report an offence visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON
Would like to introduce you
to ‘Zoe’
…our ‘all-electric’ latest addition to the Hooky
Car Club community pool cars.
The Renault Zoe is based at Hook Norton
Primary School, where it is charged from the PV
panels there, so it’s truly green as well as cheap
motoring.
Contact carclub@hn-lc.org.uk or phone 07535
345885 for a test drive, or to join the club and
use the car yourself.
With a charge radius of around 80 miles, you can
get to Oxford, Stratford – or even Cheltenham –
and back in a quiet, environmentally-friendly
vehicle.
Book it for as little as an hour or as long as a
week. The Car Club provides you with the convenience of a second car when you
need it, rather than having a depreciating asset sitting outside your home.
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
We have the Parish Council to thank for agreeing to have a
Green Bin next to the Compost Bin, in the hope that non
compostable items will be put in it rather than the compost
bin. There is a clear visual guide to the items involved.
Progress is being made to clear the borders of the Nettles
and Ground Ivy. The aim is to provide areas where bulbs
and plants can be grown.
An area away from the main cemetery, by the bus stop at
St Peter’s, has been cleared of extensive Ivy revealing two
headstones and a tomb. There were many cans, bottles and
wrappings that had been thrown into the undergrowth over
the years. It is hoped this will not continue.
John Blackham, 737087

GLORIOUS MUD
The ‘Wolf Run’ to raise funds for Pancreatic Cancer Research, in support of Mike Everitt
(see Feb Newsletter), took place on 11 April. In all, 36 people took part on a cold and
very windy day. The course included many wet and muddy obstacles, including a
freezing 70m swim across a lake. Though their toes are probably still frozen, the hearts
of the participants were warmed by passing their £10,000 target within days of the
run. But they are still collecting! You can contribute at their just giving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/VOCIS1/
David Jones (pictures from Mike Everitt)
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ST PETER’S CHURCH – 200 CLUB
Recent draw winners:
March: £100 D and K Smith; £25 K McCall-McCowan; £25 J Bassett
April: £100 C Hopkins; £25 D and C Taylor; £25 B Acreman

NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury league matches so
far
In the Banbury Summer League, our A
team is currently 4th in Div. 1; the B team
4th in Div. 2; the C team 1st in Div. 4 and
the D team has yet to play in Div 5.
The AGM was on 14 April. Thanks to all
who contributed and bought items at our
Bring and Buy sale. We raised £150 for the Sports & Social Club. We held an open
day on Saturday 16 May – this will be reported in the next newsletter.
Junior Coaching
Some of the juniors have started
playing in the Boys 14&U Aegon
Team tennis matches again this year.
The players in the team are: Kit
Duggan, Will Green, James Howard
and James Ingham. They lost their
first match in April, losing to a strong
Oxford Sports side 6-0. However,
since then they beat Witney 4-2.
James Howard lost a closely fought
singles 6-4, 7-5 against Taylor Adam,
but Will Green won his 6-0, 6-1 against Matt Williams. James and Will teamed up to
win the decisive doubles rubber 6-0, 6-2 to claim the victory.
The next junior coaching dates are from Tuesday 2 June to Saturday 25 July. There
are discounts available for those with two or more children attending from the same
family. To book onto junior coaching or for more information please contact Marc
Gilkes on 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 or marcgilkes@fsmail.net
We ask all junior tennis players to become members of the club – joining fee has
now been reduced to £20.
Summer Family Membership
Last year the Club introduced a new family membership scheme for day time play in
the summer holidays; it will be repeated this year – cost £30/family, open to
members and non-members. Contact Sue Glasson for details.
Cardio Tennis
Cardio Tennis sessions are held Wednesday evenings between 7 and 8 pm.
To play in a team or for more information contact Sue Glasson, 730880,
merrymoons1@aol.com, or see: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or
www.hook-norton.org.uk
Elaine Priestley
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Salon 2 has been open in the
village for 11 years now.
We have highly experienced
stylists offering cutting and
colouring for both men and
women.
We specialise in wedding hair
and can also arrange for your
make up to be done in salon
with Claire (subject to
availability).
Please drop in to make an appointment or
Open Monday – Saturday. Late night opening on Tuesdays (8pm)

www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960

Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641

Hook Norton, OX15 5DD
Extensive stock of new and
used cars & 4x4’s,
economical & low road tax
Part exchange welcome
MOT All makes servicing
Parts Bodyshop Fuel

New Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV
full sized family 4x4 plug-in hybrid,
incredible mpg & zero road tax
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We look forward to seeing you,
the kettle is on!

STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
I hope I never seem to be preaching about the arts – my intention is to give a
highly personal view of what is available to see or hear in our galleries, theatres &
concert halls. However on this occasion I do want to share my despair at the way
some talented artists seem to want to solely shock us. I used to enjoy the
outrageousness of the Turner Prize once a year at Tate Britain, but it palled as the
entrants seemed to vie to be less and less relevant. This has reached a new height
of awfulness (to me) in the British entry in the 2015 Venice International Art
Biennale. Sarah Lucas has been chosen to represent us and when I looked at her
work in the newspapers I felt very sad. I cannot describe it – if you must, go on-line
but don’t go to Venice.
I have some better ideas!
There is still time to see Canaletto at Compton Verney – master class of painting!
However to prove I am not averse to less classical work, I suggest three exhibitions
in London:
Sonia Delaunay (1885-1979), at Tate Modern, gives a wonderfully varied and
colourful picture of the Parisian avant-garde – paintings, textiles and clothes, as
well as collaborating with poets and choreographers. I found it refreshing – on show
until 9 August.
Richard Diebenkorn (1922-1993), at Royal Academy to 7 June. This American
painter embraces both abstraction and figurative work. His palette and compositions
have an exquisite sensitivity to the light and landscapes of his native California.
Julian Opie (1958 -), at Alan Cristea Gallery, Cork St, London from 5 June to 18
July. I have only seen one-off examples of his ‘pop-art’ but it seems that, in this
exhibition, using a variety of media, he offers views of figures in town and country
using his customary thick black lines and very little detail. I’ll go!
Oh, and I mustn’t forget Barbara Hepworth sculptures at Tate Britain – 24 June
through to October.
Chippy Theatre is showing an old Ayckbourn favourite – ‘Table Manners’ – 5/6 June.
We have the famous character Norman trying to bring happiness to the lives of
three women present in the house over a weekend – with distinctly varying results!
The Everyman Theatre present Shaw’s ‘Mrs Warren’s Profession’ – this period drama
is full of insight and humane understanding as the young Cambridge graduate
learns how her mother has financed her life at University. It is performed at
Cheltenham 19 to 27 June, and then at Oxford 14 to 18 July.
At Northampton Theatre Royal, remember Miller’s ‘The Hook’ between 5 and 27
June – not to be missed.
Our own Hooky Players are putting on a summer thriller – ‘Cat’s Cradle’ on 18 to 20
June. The play is set in an English village, and an unsolved kidnapping of a baby 12
years earlier provides the mystery. Our Players always do us proud.
Finally our Concert platform provides an opportunity to see the exciting Andris
Nelson perform either in Birmingham’s Symphony Hall or Oxford’s Sheldonian, with
the CBSO, before he goes to America to become conductor of the Boston SO. The
dates are 11 or 12 June and the programme is Schubert’s No8 Unfinished
Symphony; Dvorak’s Symphony No 7 and Strauss’s magnificent Horn Concerto No2.
A fine ending!
John Wheatley
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COTSWOLD SPINNERS, WEAVERS AND DYERS GUILD
Our programme continues with a refresher course of Long Draw Spinning on Saturday
June 6, 11am-4pm. But this meeting will be in Warmington Village Hall (not Hook
Norton Baptist Hall) due to space needed; everyone welcome.
On Tuesday June 16, 6.30pm-9.30pm, we are back in Hook Norton Baptist Hall for a
Mini Workshop on Flower Pounding with Jean Bates.
July 21s at Hook Norton, 7.30pm-9.30pm, Ann Howells and Ros Lobb will be telling
us all about 'How Tapestry Took over our Lives'.
July will be our last meeting in Hook Norton, as we no longer have any members from
the village, and our central point for members will be Adderbury Institute where our
meetings will continue in September.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who run the Baptist Hall, for
all there kind work and hospitability that they have showed us throughout the many
years of us being there.
Brenda Crocker, 01295 690337, bcrafty4u@gmail.com

MARATHONS AND ULTRA-MARATHONS
A huge thank you to everyone who sponsored me for my double marathon in April. I
completed both – very, very, very slowly, but I finished and I was not dead, which
were my two objectives. We've raised a fantastic total of £1,007 for Young Minds.
More than 850,000 children in the UK have been diagnosed with a mental health
condition and, in a recent survey, Childline reported a 33% rise in the number of
young people contacting them about suicide. The money you've helped me raise will
make a big difference to the vital work that this relatively small charity does.
So - on to the next challenge - which is ‘The Wall’: a 69 mile race on my 50th birthday
in June! The race is from Carlisle to Gateshead and includes a cumulative 3200 foot
climb. I will come last! Having done my first off-road marathon in May, I now realise
that there is a world of difference between road running and off-road running – and
that I have bitten off WAY more than I can chew with The Wall! But I can't back out
now, as I've already been sponsored – so I'll stagger round somehow. I'm doing this
one for Cancer Research UK - so if you can spare a few pennies to make extra-sure
that I can't wimp out, I'd be really grateful J Thanks everyone!
The Just Giving site is: www.JustGiving.com/DefinitelyTheLastMidLifeCrisis
Gill Begnor

BANBURY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
SUMMER CHARITY CONCERT
The Orchestra’s summer concert on 27 June will be much more than an evening of
fabulous music. We will be joined on stage by Anjali, the Banbury-based dance
company, in an event called ‘Music To Make You Dance’. Orchestra chairman Peter
Button said, ‘We are in for a real treat of a concert, with all of the profits going to the
Banbury branch of the British Heart Foundation and to Anjali, the dance company for
people with learning disabilities’. He added, ‘The programme will include Tchaikovsky’s
‘Swan Lake’ and the music from Leonard Bernstein's ‘West Side Story’. We will also
be treated to the first-ever airing of the ‘Symphony of Dances’ by Banbury’s Nick
Planas’.
The concert, in St Mary’s Church, Banbury, starting at 7.30pm, is supported by
Banbury Town Council. Tickets cost £10 (under 18s free – but they must apply for a
ticket). They are available from Julie Hieatt, juliefon@btinternet.com or 07539 210607.
Alternatively, for all you keen Hooky residents, from me!
Emma Callery, emma@caller.demon.co.uk, 737249
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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SAFARI SUPPER 2015 - Saturday 12 September
Safari 2015 promises to be another great evening of food, friendship and
fun. We look forward to seeing our supporters return for another Safari,
with some new faces joining in with the merriment.
The evening will start with hosts and guests meeting at 6.45pm for fizz
and canapés. This is where you will be given the details of the destination
to head to for your main course. As you finish your main course, your
host will announce details of your dessert venue and everyone will move on to their
next destination. All locations will be within walking distance.
You will need to take two bottles of wine per couple (or whatever your poison!); one
bottle for your main course and one for your dessert. Finally, we will all gather back
at The Sun for a good old natter and catch-up!
Hosts: This event can only take place if we have enough hosts and, therefore, priority
will be given to those people willing to do that. This is in no way a cookery competition,
and it is not about fine dining; the idea is that you have lots of fun and maybe meet
some new people - but not get stressed out by cooking. We suggest that hosts cook
something straightforward that requires no last minute attention (a casserole type
dish would be ideal for a main course). You need to be able to seat at least 4 people
plus yourselves if you choose to host a course.
Places: This is a charitable event, and all profits will go to local causes; we will
announce the beneficiaries on the night. Places are £20 per head which includes
canapés and fizz to start, main course and dessert. However, if you choose to host a
main course you will pay £10 per head; dessert hosts will pay £15 per head.
Our maximum number on Safari this year is 100, so places are restricted and will be
sold on a first come, first served basis (reminder – priority will be given to those
who offer to host). Places will not be reserved, and will only be allocated upon receipt
of full payment. Please use the tear off strip below, make your cheque payable to Jo
Green and deliver it to Petra, Netting Street, Hook Norton, no later than 31 July 2015.
No cash please.
Any questions – please email safarisupper@live.co.uk
Kevin Hope

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PLEASE PRINT
Name(s)
Postal address
Telephone number

Mobile number

Email address
Please choose from the following options, by deleting as appropriate:
· I/we would like one/two tickets & enclose payment of £20/£40
·

I/we would like to be main course host(s) & enclose payment of £10/£20.
o

·

The maximum number of guests I/we can accommodate is .....

I/we would like to be dessert host(s) & enclose payment of £15 / £30
o

The maximum number of guests I/we can accommodate is .....

Number of vegetarians:

Other dietary requirements:
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Summer Production

“CAT’S CRADLE”
By Leslie Sands.
Directed by Brian Rider.
A Tense, Intriguing Mystery set in an old coaching house in a remote English
village where, 12 years earlier, Inspector Frost failed to solve a case of
kidnapping, and perhaps murder. As he returns to reopen the investigation his
efforts are met with silence and hostility from the local village people. The final
act provides an unexpected twist to this intriguing, if not disturbing, mystery.
Performances: Thursday 18 / Friday 19 / Saturday 20 June.
Memorial Hall at 7.30pm
Adults: £8.00 / Concessions: £6.00
Tickets from Sheila 730355 / 07946 205625 / sheila.littlenook@gmail.com
Note: Some scenes in this production contain strong language.
Amateur performance by kind permission of Josef Weinberger.
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Colour Analysis by Annie Broe
I will show you which colours are best for you.
Wearing the right colours is an easy and effective way to enhance your appearance.
You will instantly look more radiant, younger and healthier
You will feel more confident
Colours are very powerful – use this power to your advantage and look fantastic!
Gift Vouchers available – the perfect present
For a personal colour analysis or for more details please call me on
01295 780637 or 07930 398151 or email annie4colourandstyle@gmail.com

31

PLAYWORKER

Have you ever thought about working with
children?
Perhaps you are looking for a change of
direction or for a way
to return to work?
We have an opening for a Play Worker at our After School Club,
caring for children aged 4 to 11.
We offer ongoing training, staged support and opportunities for career
advancement in a caring and welcoming local primary school.
If you would like to find out more please email:
office.3005@sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk
or call the school office on 01295 780270
Sibford Gower Endowed Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting
the welfare of children and young people

SCHOOL CARETAKER/SITE MANAGER

Sibford Gower Endowed Primary School wish to
appoint a reliable and resourceful person with
excellent DIY skills to the above position.

The successful applicant will live locally and have excellent communication skills.
They will have a calm and friendly approach and be able to interact
in a professional manner with children, parents, staff and contractors.
They will be responsible for the operation, management, and development of systems
and procedures relating to buildings and grounds maintenance,
the cleanliness and upkeep of the site, and areas of health and safety.
Training will be provided.
15 hours per week 7.30 am (open site) to 10.30 am.
Flexibility available during school holidays.
To find out more please email: office.3005@sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk
Or call our school office on 01295 780270
Sibford Gower Endowed Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare
of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
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HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
As some of you may be aware, Playgroup has been undergoing some long overdue
repairs. We now have new lighting, heating and a new ceiling, all of which has been
carried out at weekends to cause the least amount of disruption. We closed over May
half-term, so we could have all our windows and doors replaced. Anyone who has
ever been involved in the running of playgroup over the years will know the struggle
we have had to get any work done, so a big ‘thank you’ goes to Chris Newby for his
perseverance and thousands of e-mails to the Council. I think we are the only people
looking forward to winter this year, so that we can appreciate the difference this work
will make to our workplace!
As always we ask for your support in our fundraising events. We are having a BBQ
on July 3 at the playgroup, and we will be having stalls at the Beer Festival and M@C.
Please come along and support these two later events; in doing so you are also
supporting us and other charities in the community.
For anyone who doesn't already know, we run as usual over the Summer holidays.
Anyone interested in their child coming can contact us and arrange a visit. Please see
our newsletter advert for opening times & costs or, for more information, check out
our facebook page, our website – www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk – or contact me
directly.
Julie Riley, Manager, 730560
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION (HNCA)
26 &27 JUNE 2015
At Hook Norton Brewery
The 19th annual Hook Norton Music Festival will
be held in a field behind the magnificent Hook
Norton Brewery, on the last weekend in June.
In response to comments, The Hook Norton
Charitable Association has brought the festival
closer to the village and reduced the ticket
prices. Come along and enjoy a weekend at
this wonderful local community event, while
raising money for our village groups and
national charities including Leukaemia and
Lymphoma Research.
A fabulous bill of artists will provide us with
music ranging from folk to hard rock on Friday
and Saturday. New acts playing original and
cover material perform alongside our more
established local talent on two stages: an acoustic stage in a marquee and,
following popular demand, the main stage returns to ‘outdoors’. We will also have a
DJ ‘mixing’ for us on Saturday in between our later acts.
There’s food and drink options to delight and give lots of choice (veggies too), so
leave the picnic basket at home. Fayre includes specialist beef and pork from Happy
Herefords, traditional BBQ fayre from Sue Harrison, oriental, M&M’s wood fire
pizza’s, Monkey Puzzle Coffee and Lorenzo’s Ice Creams, plus our own wonderful
local WI with cakes & teas.
The Beer Tent will host several craft ales, including those from Hook Norton
Brewery. If you’re not an ale drinker, don’t worry there will be plenty of other
options for ladies and gents.
Entertainment for our children includes tea-cup rides, sweets and candy-floss.
Plus, this year we are thrilled to host ‘Community Games – 2015’, where trained
staff will provide a range of fun games and activities devised, in part, to celebrate
the Rugby World Cup, as well as bring people together to enjoy community and
increase participation in sport and physical activity.
Programme:
Friday 26 June, 7-11pm: Music from fabulous local cover artists ‘Under the Covers’,
plus support from ‘The Cyan Foundation’.
Saturday 27 June, 1.30-11.30pm: Ten fantastic acts including, ‘Spank The Monkey’
(celebrating 20 years as Banburyshire’s premier rhythm & blues band).
Tickets: Adult £10; 11-17 yrs £5; under 11 Free. Tickets include Friday and
Saturday entry. Friday night only is free of charge.
Tickets available from: Village Shop; Post Office; Brewery Shop; The Sun; The Pear
Tree; The Gate Hangs High; One Man Band, Banbury; Jaffe&Neale, Chipping Norton
and on line at www/hookymusic.co.uk.
No alcoholic drinks, glass bottles or cans are to be brought on site and no
barbeques.
(Contd overleaf)
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HOOK NORTON MUSIC FESTIVAL 2015 (contd)
We have reduced entry costs and are providing an
increased choice of food vendors, so we want you to
enjoy the fayre on offer. Also, importantly, the field
usually has livestock and we need to ensure it is free
of any glass.
We thank our generous providers of Raffle Ticket
prizes which include Fairport Convention Cropredy
tickets; a guitar from One Man Band; Champagne
from Pete Nottingham, at Stratford Audi, and tickets
for the Bo Peep Cider Festival.
For more details and updates on the music line-up we
will keep you posted on our website and Facebook
page.
We are always looking for volunteers to help make
the day a success; this event would not be possible
without an army of people to acts as stewards over
weekend and in helping with the set up and clear
away. If you are able to spare some time over the
weekend, no matter how little, please contact us via
our Facebook page or website or email me. Any and all help will be appreciated.
Pete Watkins, petewatkins4@aol.com
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FANCY AN ALLOTMENT
…but thought that the list must be too long?
A small number of allotments may be coming available shortly and later in the summer.
If you would like to put your name down to take over one of them and join this friendly
site, please contact the Clerk to the Parish Council, Rosemary Watts,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk, to get your name on the very short waiting list.
Helen Foster

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The local history group is now in its summer break following another successful year
in terms of both quality of speakers and the numbers of attendees. Rather than having
a speaker to talk after the formal business of last month's AGM, three films were
shown. The first two had an element of nostalgia. One was from the Granada Television
series ‘Gosling's Travels’, which featured Hook Norton in a 1974 episode titled ‘A Village
Prepares for Christmas’. Although it was 40 years old, several faces were easily
recognisable to the audience.
‘Passion for the Countryside’ was the second film, which was made in the early 1990s.
In this, residents walked around parts of the village under the guidance of an actor.
At numerous places scenes were acted out by ‘locals’, several of whom are current
members of the history group.
The final film was ‘Hook Norton Brewery: Tradition Going Forward’, which brought us
up to date. One of the brewery chimneys was restored recently, thanks to a grant
from the Heritage Lottery Fund. A condition of the funding was a request for a film to
be made, not necessarily about the chimney itself. A group of local amateur film
makers under the guidance of Film Oxford got together and produced this 10-minute
offering, which shows the brewery's operations.
The next meeting is not until September 1. Details of the programme will be published
in the August newsletter. In the meantime, if anyone would like further information
about the group and its activities please feel free to contact me.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

SAME OLD PROBLEM
As I was walking the other day,
Oh dear…what did I see?
Seven bags of dog pooh hanging on a tree.
Should we leave it there ‘til Christmas and maybe paint it gold?
But it’s only April, by then it will be old.
Looking at it hanging there, really made me sick.
So I decided to remove it with the aid of a long stick.
To spoil our village this way really is a sin
So, next time your doggy does a pooh,
PLEASE put it in the bin.
Judging by the full dog bins, most of us dog owners are very good at clearing up after
our dogs. It is a pity that not all dog owners have got the message yet. It is not
unusual to see pooh bags at the side of the path or stile. If you take trouble picking
the mess up, why not bin it?
Margaret Gardner, Dog Owner
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com
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www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

VISIT TO NEPAL
The following piece was sent to the Newsletter before
the recent earthquakes in Nepal that have taken so
many lives and disrupted the country so badly. At the
moment, the organisers have told Esme to continue
planning for her trip, for which we wish her well. The
significance of her visit now seems much more profound.
Editor
My name is Esme Norman, and I am an active member
of Swere Valley Senior Section of the Girlguides, based
in Hook Norton. I have been in Girlguiding for ten years;
as a Brownie, Guide and a Senior Section member, as
well as being a Young Leader of my local Brownie group.
I have recently been fortunate enough to be selected
to go on an international trip to Nepal with Girlguiding Anglia. The trip is from 24 July
to 9 August 2015. I will be volunteering to paint a school, as well as supporting and
helping to educate the local children with other girls from the Anglia region. In
preparation, our group gathered from all over the country to begin our fundraising:
bag-packing in the local Sainsbury’s. In order to participate in this life changing
opportunity, I need to raise a total of £2,500 (so far I have managed £1,550). My
upcoming events are: holding stalls to entertain the Girlguide litter pick in the village;
a cake sale at my school; car boot sales; bag-packing; and guessing the birthday of
a special Girlguiding teddy bear. I am asking villagers for their support.
Esme Norman, 738116, esmenorman@hotmail.co.uk

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING
4 hungry snouts? Check. 16 mucky trotters?
Check. 4 curly tails? Check! That can only
mean one thing: our first piglets have arrived!
Remaining true to our values, these lovely
8-week old Gloucester Old Spots have only
travelled here from the Warriner School, so
we've kept it as local as possible. We're
keeping their diet as natural as possible too –
sticking to GM-free pig nuts and plenty of
vegetables.
As well as the 'spots', we've got three more
piglets arriving in June. We chose Berkshires
this time around – a very rare breed, and the
oldest recorded pedigree pig in Britain,
referenced by Cromwell's troops in the 17th
Century. We've never had this breed before,
so we're looking forward to getting to know
them.
Please come to our open day on the 4th July 12-3pm in the pig field - have a hot dog
and meet our pigs! Look out for the posters around the village and follow us on
Facebook – www.facebook.com/hooknortoncommunitysmallholding. In the meantime,
please do go along and say ‘hi’ to them at the usual spot on Bury Croft Road. Oh, and
if anyone has a spare wheelbarrow they want to donate to us, that would be fab!
Annie Hollingdale
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CONGRATULATIONS TO HOOK NORTON FOOTBALL CLUB!

Winners of this season’s Hellenic League Supplementary Cup
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
It seems that life in school never slows down – we are always busy and life seems to
always be exciting! Our most exciting news is that finally we have our fourth classroom.
We are delighted to have been able to move The Ocean Class into the new space from
the beginning of Term 4. The children are really enjoying having such a great space
to work in. We are very grateful to everyone who has helped us to raise the money
to build this room and supported us throughout the build. We are also fortunate to
have been able to raise the money to replace our AstroTurf – the children love having
space to run around in again!
Recently we have sent children to the Modern Foreign Language Festival, the Athletics
Festival and the Tag Rugby Tournament at Chipping Norton School. We appreciate all
of the support Chipping Norton School gives to its partner primary schools. The Ocean
Class enjoyed a visit to The Ashmolean Museum in Oxford, to explore the Egyptian
Galleries. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed finding out so much about this fascinating
period in history.
We welcomed a party of Finnish children and their teachers to school at the end of
April. Then, in the middle of May, thirteen year 6 children accompanied by three
members of staff travelled to Vasa in West Finland to find out more about the schooling
and the culture in this part of Europe. They had an amazing time which included
exploring the town and the wonderful countryside, as well as spending time in school
and children’s homes.
The Friends of Rollright continue to work hard organising fundraising opportunities
that also give everyone a chance to enjoy a good time! Their next event is The Summer
Fete, which will be held in the Village Hall at Great Rollright on 20 June from 2-4pm.
There are, as ever, many attractions, including live music, pony rides, a bouncy castle,
various refreshments, our ever popular dog show and many, many more. Do come
along, enjoy a good time and support us!
Anne Hewett

2 Bedroom Bungalow
in Austins Way, Hook Norton
Open plan lounge/ kitchen/ dining room
2 bedrooms, Bathroom,
Shower + toilet / utility room
Front and Rear gardens
Off road parking

£230,000.

Call 07985 436055
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Bad Back?
ALLEVIATE BACK PAIN THROUGH YOGA & PILATES
Summer Workshop with Fran Kirk at Hook Norton School
AUGUST 1�� 2015 - 10.00am-1.00pm, £22.00
Book your space now on: 07950 424037
franyoga@rocketmail.com;
www.frankirkyoga.moonfruit.com
No previous experience necessary – all welcome
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES
St George’s Day Parade:
You may have read in the Banbury
Guardian that the Cherwell
Girlguiding groups decided to have
a parade through Banbury on St
George’s Day. We paraded our
union and unit flag and, although
we only had 4 girls attend, we
were joined by many more from
the division. When we reached St
Mary's Church, we had a
Girlguiding led service, where
some of the units did presentations
about different themes, which were
really interesting. The weather was
lovely and we were pleased with
how it went.
Hook Norton Girlguiding Litterpick: On Monday 27 April, the Girlguiding groups in
Hook Norton took part in the annual litter pick in the village. As usual, all the
groups split up and we tried to cover as much of the village as possible. You may
well have seen different uniformed groups collecting the litter in their bags,
although as usual, there was not too much to be collected! As you can see, we had
a great turnout of girls from each of the sections. Whilst the Rainbows, Brownies
and Guides were doing the litterpick, the Senior Section girls were helping Esme
Norman set up her
activities for the
girls to have a go
at when they had
finished the
litterpick. Esme
raised an
astonishing £141
for her trip to
Nepal, on the
night, with
Girlguiding. (See
Esme’s article
about her trip on
p39 of this
newsletter). The Senior Section group are planning to do a litter pick around the
village on another week.
Preparing for Summer: This time of year is our favourite time in Guides - we love
the outdoors and try to do as many activities as we can outside. We have our
summer programme planned around outdoor cooking, sailing, pioneering,
swimming and lots more fun activities. Eleven of the guides and I are attending our
county camp - Quest 2015, which happens every 5 years and will take place near
Faringdon in the summer holidays – keep an eye out in the next edition for an
article.
Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793
Email: hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Opening Hours: Monday
2.00pm – 5.00pm
6.00pm – 7.00pm
Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm
Friday
2.00pm – 5.00pm
6.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday
9.30am – 12.30pm
Library Events:
Wed 24 June: Craft & Chatter - a new monthly event at Hook Norton Library.
Please bring whatever craft project you are currently working on and come to the
library to socialise and share your crafting ideas. Refreshments will be available,
£1.50 for a hot drink and a slice of cake.
Sat 27 June: A free taster Sing & Sign session for babies, toddlers and carers at
Hook Norton Library at 10:30–11:15am. The Sing & Sign session will include songs,
music and signing designed to encourage early communication.
Monthly - Hook Norton Book Club: Meets in the library the 2nd Wednesday of
each month at 2.30pm.
Winners of the Hook Norton Library Colouring Competitions:1st Prize
Runner up
Design a Book Cover Charlotte Nunneley, Age 9
Emily Jessop, Age 8
Easter Egg (Age 1-5)
Darcey Davis-Batchelor
Thomas Hewitt-Gray
Easter Egg (Age 6-12) Rosie Petre
Imogen Symons
Congratulations to everyone who entered the colouring competitions. It was a very
tough job for our judges (Hook Norton artists) to choose the winners. We thought
they were all beautiful, colourful designs which brightened up Hook Norton Library
and made us smile. If you would like to keep your colouring design entries, please
come and collect them from the library. Well done to all J
Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Library Manager
(I am currently reading “Euphoria” by Lily King - a novel based on the life of the
anthropologist Margaret Mead)

HAVING (HAD) A BALL
Once again St Peter’s Church demonstrated that it is not only a centre for Christian
worship, but a place in the heart of the village where the community can let their hair
down and have a ball. That is exactly what happened on 8 May, when the chancel of
the Church was transformed by amazing decoration and lighting into a place to dine
and dance.
Our friends in The Sun ably provided and served a first-class meal to some 135 guests,
which was followed by Pete Watkins and his Band leading us in a merry dance. No
one wanted to go home!
Like all such enjoyable events there was a serious purpose – to raise funds for the
Church Restoration and, as is now the custom at St Peter’s, to donate part of the
money to a Charity. This time it was Pancreatic Cancer UK.
An amazing £5000 was raised, and 10% was given to the charity through Mike Everitt.
Thank you to all those who helped to make the evening such a success. Here’s to the
next one!
Rita Wheatley and Kevin Hope
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Member of the Society of Will Writers and The Professional
Association of Legal Services.
Whether you want a Standard Will or a Protective Trust Will, we can help you, in
your own home, at a time to suit you.
Very experienced Estate Planning Consultant resident in Middle Tysoe.
Our central Legal Department is headed by a Trust and Estate Planning expert with
other specialist lawyers available within the Group.
Central operation supported by a local consultant ensures very professional
documentation at prices which are extremely competitive. Complete customer
confidentiality at all times.
Just Wills & Legal Services specialises in Wills, Trust Wills, Lasting Powers of
Attorney, Probate....
For a company brochure/further information contact:
Marcus S Lymbery Aff.SWW
Tel. 01295 680828 Mobile 07775 758972
Email: marc.lymbery@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
Hello happy gardeners – there
cannot be many grumpy gardeners
about, with the sun shining and
bluebells, tulips and clematis giving
a lovely show. I think I could
almost hear and see the leaves and
‘candles’ on our chestnut trees
growing over the past couple of
weeks or so.
The Garden Club Spring Show was
well attended and, although the
adult entries were slightly down
due to the Centenary WI
celebrations, we had a record
number of children's entries,
thanks to Kate Randall who helped
with the School Garden Club.
The prize winners at the show were:
Harry Pargeter Cup Highest Points Gentleman

Peter Arnold

Bill Clarke Cup

Highest Points Lady

Angel Powell

Willis Cup

Highest Points Child

Archie Randall

Rene Gillett Cup

Highest Points - Flower Exhibit

Malcolm Black

Floral Art Cup

Yvonne Streatfield

Redlands Cup

Highest points Homecraft

Carol Cooke

Joe Bishop Cup

Photography

David McGill

Diploma in Horticulture - for Cut Flowers

Ally Goff

People's Choice - for a very intricate needlework piece

Elaine Allard

Perhaps you would like to join us on a day trip to Woburn Abbey, the gardens and
their annual garden show, which will be taking place when we visit on 28 June. Our
coach will leave the Sun Inn at 9am and arrive back at about 5.30pm. You will have
entry to more than 20 rooms in the Abbey, displaying over 250 works of art. You
can also explore 28 acres of gardens and parkland and, with luck, see some deer
roaming freely. The garden show includes many plant nurseries and experts on
hand to help with your enquiries. There will be plenty of refreshments available.
Please contact Malcolm Black (730668) to reserve your place asap – places are
limited. The cost is £26/person.
Other visits, on which you will be most welcome, include an evening visit to Mr &
Mrs Swan’s garden in S. Newington (17 June) and, on 25 July, a visit to Upton
House Gardens (NT) for a guided tour, leaving the Sun Inn at 10:30am. There are
more visits and talks arranged, so please contact Malcolm Black for details or,
better still, join the Club!
The schedule regarding the Autumn Show entries is on the Village web site, giving
plenty of time for us to decide what classes to enter.
We hope to see you at one of our meetings, or on one of our visits. Happy
gardening!
Nick Price
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BAPTIST CHURCH
We have a new minister! His name
is Peter Brookes, and he will be
taking up his post in September
hoping that, by then, he and wife
Kim will have moved into Hooky. We
have come to know Peter and Kim
quite well over the past 18 months
or so, as they have been here a
number of times to lead services. On
April 12, the Church Meeting decided
to invite Peter to take up the
pastorate, and he readily agreed.
His position will actually be part
time, as he will continue with his
own job during the week. Peter has
successfully done this before so it is
not new to him, and we were looking for a part time pastor. In many ways we feel
that Peter is God’s choice for us. For the next newsletter, I hope Peter will write a few
lines personally, to introduce himself and Kim. Lee Woodward will continue to act as
an assistant pastor, also part time, for the foreseeable future.
India trip: For two weeks over the Easter period, six of our people went to India to
help out at an orphanage in Bangalore known to Mike Gage, who led the group. They
were primarily there to run a holiday club for the children, and did this by telling the
Easter Story, using songs and crafts for illustration, and adding games and
competitions. They also got involved with the school and church run by the same
Indian pastor, taking part in church services, helping with women’s groups and youth
groups and, on another occasion, praying for people with leprosy. They were welcomed
everywhere, and the Indian Christians are very keen for another visit. We would like
to give any support we can, and Katie Rowe’s recent ‘Soup and Pud’ days have been
to publicise and fund-raise for this purpose; thank you, if you have been part of this!
Katie’s event on May 21 was to report back to those who supported the previous ‘Soup
& Pud’, and tell them how money raised for the orphanage had been used.
Our own Holiday Club: This will take place from July 27-30, for all children of primary
school age. The theme is ‘Circus Fantastica’, led – as always – by the fantastic husband
and wife team, Ian and Elaine Coules; book early to ensure a place. Booking forms
will be available at the school or from Janice Quartermaine.
Ian and Elaine have also been training local teenagers as puppeteers who showed
their skills at another Family Fun Day on April 19. These events have been quite
popular and the next will be on September 20, which will also be an opportunity for
people to meet Peter and Kim.
Nepal Earthquakes: We are pleased to report that the Mission Workers we support,
Martin and Katrina Butterworth, are safe and well – and very much involved with the
medical, humanitarian and spiritual needs of people there.
Hall Bookings: Janice Quartermaine: 737269. Leaders: Nigel Whitehead 730602; Mike
Gage 01295 680506; Liz Ridler 737400; Rosemary Searle 01295 276050; Jane
Whitaker 730453; Lee Woodward, church office 737315 (Wed only)
Dorothy Smith, 737266
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JOIN THE ROLLRIGHT BAKE-OFF
Saturday 4 July (2-6pm) is the date for the Great
Rollright Big Bake and Food Fayre, in aid of Tearfund’s
‘No Child Taken’ campaign. As well as lots of stalls,
teas, a BBQ, Pimms tent and more, there is a wonderful
Big Bake competition that
anyone can enter – from
cupcakes to the men’s
scone challenge. Pick up a
leaflet and entry form at
Jaffe & Neale or Wyatt’s
Plant Centre.
As part of this event a
series of Masterclasses
have also been taking
place in Great Rollright
during April and May.
These
have been
very well
attended
and great
fun. First
up was
the Perfect Afternoon Tea, followed by
Bread Making, Cake Decorating, Dinner
Party Pudding and Pie Making. June’s
Junior Baking and Foraged Feast are
fully booked. In response to such
demand, a new class is arranged for
June: Succulent Seafood, 14 June,
2.30-5.30pm – fee £20.
Contact: Patrice 646786 or email
debbie.roger1@Hotmail.co.uk
More information at
rollrightreview.webplus.net or email:
mail@Brendahayden.com.
We are also looking for Stallholders
for this event. We welcome food
producers, sellers and exhibitors; share
your products and passion whilst
helping us to raise money for Tearfund.
Access for stall holders from 10am. The
charge for each stall is £20. Contact
Martene Midwood,
martenemidwood@ymail.com, by 8
June.
Helen Haine, on behalf of The Big
Bake committee
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Holiday house available in Marloes, Pembrokeshire
Close to Marloes Sands, Skomer Island and Dale
Excellent for coast path walking, family beach days and water
sports
Sleeps 4 (1 double room and 2 singles). 1 dog allowed
TV, wifi, dishwasher, washing machine
May (excluding half-term), June &
September: £40 per night plus £50 servicing
charge
July and August: £500 per week
Please contact Amanda Barton for
more details: (01608) 730670 or
abarton@brookes.ac.uk

Sewn by Whim Wham
Anwen Greenaway
Clothing made to order for all occasions.
Alterations and repairs.
www.sewnbywhimwham.co.uk
anwen@sewnbywhimwham.co.uk
738176 or 07720 163750
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JOHN STUBBS GOLF LTD
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club
Wigginton • Nr. Banbury • Oxfordshire • OX15 5HL
Tel: 01608 730047 • Email: johnstubbs26@hotmail.co.uk • Web: www.jsgolf.co.uk

LADIES GROUP COACHING - every Tuesday and Saturday
CHILDREN’S COACHING - every Saturday
INDIVIDUAL COACHING AVAILABLE
GolfMark and
CRB accredited

Fully Stocked Shop
with the latest brands
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JUNE VILLAGE DIARY
09:15
10:00
10:00
09:00
10:00
10:30
10:30
13:30
15:30
17:00
18:30
19:30
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We d
Fri
We d
Tue
Mo n
Mo n
Tue

1 19:00
10 14:30
10 14:30
11 09:00
11 17:00
11 19:30
11 19:30
13 09:00
15 19:00
16 14:00
16 18:30
17 19:30
18 19:30
19 19:30
20 14:00
20 14:00
20 15:00
20 19:00
20 19:30
24 14:00
25 09:00
25 10:30
26 19:00
27 10:30
27 13:30
28 09:00
30 19:00
52

Frida y Toddle r Gr oup
Monday Club - Ca re Group for o lder people
Font Café
Community Morning - Mums and To ts
Ladie s Socia l Badminton
Coffee morning and table game s
T’a i Chi classes
Pilates
Ja m Club
The Drop Yo uth Group - Ye ars 4-9
Pilates
Yoga
Ladie s Socia l Badminton

Energize Youth Group for Yr 7 upwards
HN Book Club
Reading Group
Rhythm Time Music
Open Tap Take Over
Hook Norton Classic Wheels
Parish Council Meeting
Village Market
Outlook Youth Group for Yr 10 upwards
WI Meeting
Spinners, Weavers And Dyers Guild
Garden Club
Hooky Players: 'Cat's Cradle'
Hooky Players: 'Cat's Cradle'
Moors House Open Garden
Rollright School Summer Fete
Young at Heart Family Concert
Summer Serenade Concert
Hooky Players: 'Cat's Cradle'
Craft & Chatter
Rhythm Time Music
Carry on Learning
Music Festival
Sing & Sign
Music Festival
Garden Club Trip - Woburn Abbey
Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club

Ba ptist H all
Ba ptist H all
St Peter's
Prima ry Schoo l
Memo rial Ha ll
Memo rial Ha ll
Scho ol Study Centre
Prima ry Schoo l
Youth Ha ll
Scho ol Study Centre
Scho ol Study Centre
Scho ol Study Centre
Memo rial Ha ll

Youth Hall
Library
Library
School Study Centre
Brewery Visitor Centre
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Moors House, Hook Norton
Great Rollright Village Hall
St Peter's Church
St Peter's Church
Memorial Hall
Library
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
Brewery Field
Library
Brewery Field
Sun Inn
Baptist Hall

JULY VILLAGE DIARY
09:15
10:00
10:00
09:00
10:00
10:30
10:30
13:30
15:30
17:00
18:30
19:30
20:00

Fri
Mo n
Tue /Sa t
We d
Thu
We d
We d
Fri
We d
Tue
Mo n
Mo n
Tue

4 14:00
6 19:00
8 14:30
8 14:30
9 09:00
9 17:00
9 19:30
9 19:30
11 09:00
15 19:30
17 00:00
18 12:00
20 19:00
21 14:00
21 19:30
22 14:00
23 09:00
25 09:00
28 19:00
30 10:30

Frida y Toddle r Gr oup
Monday Club - Ca re Group for o lder people
Font Café
Community Morning - Mums and To ts
Ladie s Socia l Badminton
Coffee morning and table game s
T’a i Chi classes
Pilates
Ja m Club
The Drop Yo uth Group - Ye ars 4-9
Pilates
Yoga
Ladie s Socia l Badminton

Great Rollright Big Bake
Energize Youth Group for Yr 7 upwards
HN Book Club
Reading Group
Rhythm Time Music
Open Tap Take Over
Hook Norton Classic Wheels
Parish Council Meeting
Village Market
Garden Club
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
Festival of Fine Ales
Outlook Youth Group for Yr 10 upwards
WI Meeting
Spinners, Weavers And Dyers Guild
Craft & Chatter
Rhythm Time Music
Garden Club Trip - Upton House
Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club
Carry on Learning

Ba ptist H all
Ba ptist H all
St Peter's
Prima ry Schoo l
Memo rial Ha ll
Memo rial Ha ll
Scho ol Study Centre
Prima ry Schoo l
Youth Ha ll
Scho ol Study Centre
Scho ol Study Centre
Scho ol Study Centre
Memo rial Ha ll

Great Rollright Village Hall
Youth Hall
Library
Library
School Study Centre
Brewery Visitor Centre
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Clay Bank
Youth Hall
Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall
Library
School Study Centre
Sun Inn
Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall
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