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FROM THE EDITORS

NEWSLETTER TEAM

Have you made a New Year resolution,
and are you still keeping it? This
edition of the newsletter contains an
astonishing selection of ways that you
could make good use of the remaining
334 days of 2015 without even leaving
Hooky! From astronomy to weaving;
from high culture to muddy sport;
from getting out and meeting people
to curling up with a good book…and if
your resolution is to learn to play an
instrument, I wonder how many
villages can offer you the choice
between a ukulele and a tuba? We
also have encouragement to spend
more time in the garden, in the shape
of a 4-page pull-out from the garden
club. Look no further for a guide to
self-improvement; everything you
need is in the newsletter!
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Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
Lane. Hook Norton OX15 5NX or put in our
postbox in the village shop
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Lost Wages

The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial
Team.

A young village babysitter dropped
Find us on the web at
her night’s wages on the way home
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
in the small hours of Sunday 11
hook-norton.org.uk/newsletter
January – probably in the area of Bell
Newsletter
Advertising
Hill or Bridge Hill. If anyone found the
We have reluctantly been forced by rising prices to increase
cash and would like to make a young advertising prices – the first time for 5 years. We regard
person very happy, please get in advertising as a very important part of the service the newsletter
provides and an indicator of the wellbeing of our community. Thank
touch with the Editor.
you to all our advertisers for your continued support. The
Newsletter Team

From the Registers
Sadly we report the deaths of Muriel Irene Cotterell, aged 88, former resident of
Hook Norton; Cherry King, aged 77; Douglas Marshall, aged 76; Kathleen Russell,
aged 89 and Peter Michael Smart, aged 74, of Crushill Farm. On behalf of the village
we send condolences to their families and friends.
The following were recently baptised at St Peter’s:
Skylar Jane Forde, daughter of Luke and Joanna of Chipping Norton, on 16 November.
Sacha Charlotte Warner, daughter of Terry and Colette of Chipping Norton, on 28
December.
Amaryllis Elizabeth Warner, daughter of Sacha of Hook Norton, on 28 December.
Also Jason John Claydon and Heather Carson were married at St Peter's on 21
November.
We wish you joy and congratulations.
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White’s Woodwork.
Carpenter.

Contact Dan on: 07891274966
Free quotes.
References available.
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HOOK NORTON KESTRELS
Hook Norton Kestrels is an RSPB Wildlife Explorers group
for children and young people.
Before Christmas, we had a star-gazing meeting helped
by the Chipping Norton Amateur Astronomy Group, who
kindly bought along telescopes so that – in between the
clouds – we managed to get some beautiful glimpses of
the moon’s craters. An astronomical date for your diaries
is 20 March,
when there will
be a partial
eclipse of the
sun visible from
the UK.
Our next couple of meetings have a fossil
theme - in January we will be visiting the
Oxford University Natural History Museum,
where we will be able to see the femur of the
Oxfordshire dinosaur Cetiosaurus. In
February we will be going on our own fossil
hunt to Kirtlington Quarry – where
Cetiosaurus once roamed. We will be lucky
to find dinosaur bones but we shall certainly find some 160 million year old sea shells.
If your child might be interested in joining Kestrels please give me a call.
[Photos by Mel Gigg of Chipping Norton Amateur Astronomy Group]
Tabby Lucas

CHIPPING NORTON ASTRONOMY GROUP
Now in its 10th year, the Chipping Norton Amateur Astronomy Group (CNAAG)
continues to promote astronomy wherever and whenever it can to demonstrate that
astronomy really is for everyone. As well as conducting our own personal observing,
we specialise in public and private astronomy sessions with as much hands-on
experience as possible. Our events with schools are particularly rewarding when we
can let everyone observe the moon and planets in fantastic close up detail and watch
as the fascination of the universe takes hold. Whatever your level of interest in
astronomy, please get in touch, it will be great to meet you.
Robin Smitten, 07527 224411, robin@cnaag.com

CALLING ALL HOMEWORKERS
Do you work from home and want to meet others in a similar situation? The Adderbury
Friday Club could be for you; it is open to all homeworkers regardless of where in
north Oxfordshire you live. It has been going for 14 years and the writer is one of the
founder members. The club meets on the last Friday of the month in The Bell in
Adderbury from 12.30pm for a chat, drinks and a convivial lunch. For further
information please contact either Nick Fennell on 01295 811059 / nf@archwaymanagement.co.uk or myself
David McGill, 730930, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Salon 2 has been open in the
village for 11 years now.
We have highly experienced
stylists offering cutting and
colouring for both men and
women.
We specialise in wedding hair
and can also arrange for your
make up to be done in salon
with Claire (subject to
availability).
Please drop in to make an appointment or
Open Monday – Saturday. Late night opening on Tuesdays (8pm)

6

HOOKY THESPIAN IS A LIAR
It’s a small world. Isn’t it? Not everyone from Hooky
started life here in the village. One local resident (let’s
call her “Barbara”) recently let slip she used to live in Ruislip – that sleepy London
suburb where nothing exciting happens. Or does it? Playwright Hugh Whitemore
unearthed the story of the Portland Spy Ring and turned it into his drama “Pack of
Lies”. Peter and Helen Kroger, Russian spies in the 1950s, set themselves up as antique
booksellers in Ruislip – in the very street next to “Barbara”. “Barbara” actually knew
Ruth and Bill Search, the family on which the Kroger’s neighbours in the play are
based.
“I used to frequently see Bill Search at the shops and, by the way, it was always ‘Mr
Search’. He was very formal and reserved. He never talked about what happened. I
think that both he and Ruth were extremely traumatised by it all. One of my very
close friends still lives two doors away from where the Krogers lived. She knew them
very well.”
As if one connection to “Pack of Lies” weren’t enough, Hooky’s own John McCormick
takes on the role of Russian spy, Peter Kroger. At least this time there’s a whole
Wikipedia page from which he can research his character!
We at BCP appreciate your on-going support of our productions. We hope to see you
at The Mill, 4-7 February 2015, for this edge-of-your-seat, cliff-hanger of a drama. See
our ad on the back page for further details. And remember to ask yourself the question
“How well do you REALLY know YOUR neighbours?”
Kerrie McCormick

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Following a very busy Christmas, the Band settles into
practice routine at this time of the year - compiling and
practising the music that will form the bulk of our programme
for the Spring Concert and first half of the year. Shaun is
purchasing new material for 2015; our Spring Concert on
Saturday 18 April at St Peter’s Church will – I am informed
– present a "Night at the Movies": a selection of Film scores.
This has caused quite a "buzz" within the Band, as there is
so much excellent material to choose from nowadays. With
a full Band membership, this allows us to perform a full selection of musical delights,
and all of us have our favourites. You will have to drag yourself away from the TV on
the 18th – come along to support your own traditional Brass Band and see for yourself
which film themes won the day!!!
We have our Annual General Meeting on Monday 2 March at 7.30pm – held at the
Brewery Visitor Centre by kind permission of the Brewery. This is followed by a short
performance, a prelude to the Spring Concert.
Please remember we have a thriving Training Band who meet up on Monday evenings
under Shaun's direction. If you are interested in learning to play a brass instrument,
or already possess the skill – however young or mature you are – please come along
to the concert on 18 April and meet us. We are an exceedingly friendly group of
musicians who simply enjoy making music!
Martin Quartermain
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HOOK NORTON MARKET
Held on every second Saturday from 9 - 12 midday
A variety of stalls including bric-a-brac, collectables, cakes,
plants, cards, jewellery and much more
Lots of bargains
To hire a table (£3 / £6) ring Julie Tobin on 737952
The market will be held in the Memorial Hall
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IN MEMORY – DOUG MARSHALL

RIP Doug. 1936 - 2015
It is with regret that we report the death of the Parish Warden, Doug Marshall.
A well-known character in the village, Doug was the hard working parish warden for
over ten years and was a highly visible part of village life.
Born in Hook Norton, he was the first boy to go to Grammar School from the village
and, after a spell in the RAF, worked as a cameraman for the BBC. A lifelong fan of
electronics and fast cars, he had a customised Mini Cooper in the 1960s, and was
always a fount of local stories and information, regularly posting on the village website.
He was highly intelligent, kind, eccentric, dedicated and he loved the village of Hook
Norton.
Emma Kane, Chair, Hook Norton Parish Council

Join us every Wednesday
during term-time 9:15 11:15 am at Hook Norton
Primary School in the study
centre (the set of double
doors to the left of the
school reception).
A friendly group for newborns to toddlers.
Art and craft activities, plus lots of toys - and an all
important tea or coffee for the adults!
A drink and snack is provided for the little ones.
Dads, Grannies, Childminders, Nannies and Mums all
welcome.

Only £1
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of Banbury Floodlit League so far
Our A team is currently 4th in Division 1 and the B team is 6th.
The C team is 3rd in division 4 - but we are only half-way
through the season!
Junior Coaching Programme
Baseline Coaching, run by Marc Gilkes, started up again in
January, and the sessions run to February 14. All of the sessions
were for a 6 week term except for Tots 1, Mini Red 1, Junior
Squad 1 and Mini Orange 1. There will be a backup week taking place from Tuesday
17-Saturday 21 February (half term), if any sessions are canceled due to rain.
NB. New start times. All below costs shown for both Non-members/Members.

Discounts for 2+ children from the same family – apply only when attending all
sessions and when payment is made before end of first week of each term.
Two Children:

£58.50/40.50

Three Children: £78.00/54.00

(Excluding Tots 1; Mini Red 1; Junior Squad 1; Mini Orange 1)
Cardio Tennis
Sessions are held Wednesday evenings between 7 and 8 pm.
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Tennis details: 01295 265085 / 07930
406015 / marcgilkes@fsmail.net. To play in a team or for more information contact
Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons1@aol.com, or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk
Elaine Priestley

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:
Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!
Contact 737985
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
A new year and so much to see and hear! Perhaps it is the time of year, or the fact that
the pantomime ethos is still with us, that prompts me to begin with ‘Jeeves and Wooster’
at the Oxford Playhouse (10-14 Feb) – perfect nonsense! Indeed light-heartedness
continues with a re-run of the funniest of comedies, Michael Frayn’s ‘Noises Off’ (18-21
Feb) - revealing backstage turmoil and onstage bedlam in the production of a play (ask
Hooky Players if it ever happens at the Memorial Hall!!!). Recalling my hesitancy over
the Oxford production of ‘Othello’ last year, I will mention the ‘Filter Theatre’ adaptation
of ‘Macbeth’ – it is described as ‘a wickedly innovative interpretation’ – showing 24-28
Feb. However the play I will recommend there is the Hooky Lit. choice – Arthur Miller’s
‘All My Sons’ – set in 1947; it is a haunting depiction of honesty, guilt and the corrupting
power of greed in WWII (17-21 March) – worthy of the Miller centenary year.
At RSC Stratford, don’t forget ‘Love’s Labour’s Lost’ and ‘Love’s Labour’s Won’; in rep
until 14 March. Their Swan production of Thomas Dekker’s 17th century ‘The
Shoemaker’s Holiday’ (described as a lovingly crafted comedy laced with touches of
pathos) has had good personal reports, so I hope to see it before it ends on 7 March.
Similarly, but yet unseen, is an intriguing play ‘Oppenheimer’ – headed ‘meet the father
of the atomic bomb’. It begins 15 Jan.
Chippy Theatre’s next in-house production (27 Feb-11 Mar) is Charlotte Keatley’s ‘My
Mother Said I Never Should’ – I have to admit seeing it 30 years ago so it is time for a
refresher! And it is always good that we should support our own theatre.
A lot to think about but let me close with early notice of a fantastic season at the Theatre
Royal in their ‘Made in Northampton’ season – beginning with Edmond Rostand’s ‘Cyrano
de Bergerac’ in April, followed by Shakespeare’s ‘King John’ (24 April- 16 May) which is
excitingly performed at the Holy Sepulchre Church (oddly this infrequently performed
play is at Chippy Theatre too on 14 March in a ‘high energy’ adaptation). Then in June,
another Miller play, ‘The Hook’ powerfully portrays the political unrest in America’s
1950s. It’s a world premiere adapted for the stage.
I was thrilled to be contacted by a reader who said that whilst my reviews were always
of interest, they had never been to ‘live theatre’ – what would I recommend? Any one of
these Oxford or Stratford Shakespearean plays will be a perfect start.
I hope you managed to see ‘Rembrandt: The Late Works’ – it was as good as the critics
said! Now the Royal Academy has an exhibition ‘Rubens and His Legacy’ running until 10
April. This allows an evaluation of how this Flemish master influenced the work of some
of the biggest names that have followed him – including Turner, Manet and Picasso. I am
becoming suspicious of ‘blockbusters’ (there are 160 works) but a TV review showed it to
be something special. Although mocked by critics, I confess to a liking of the paintings of
Lawrence Alma-Tadema and therefore I look forward to visiting the Leighton Museum,
London W1 to view The Perez Simon Collection – ‘A Victorian Obsession’. It is showing
until 29 March.
At the Warwick Arts Centre there are two excellent concerts. On 18 Feb the St
Petersburg Symphony Orchestra perform Sibelius ((Karelia Suite), Tchaikovsky’s Violin
Concerto and Rachmaninov’s Symphony No 2 and then on 11 March, the Philharmonia
Orchestra play Beethoven (Egmont), the Strauss Horn Concerto No 2 and Brahms
Symphony No 2.
Always on hand to demonstrate our local talent, the Banbury Symphony Orchestra is at
St Peter and Paul’s Church, Deddington on 21 March. The programme consists of
Dvorak, Massenet and Tchaikovsky with Brahms Symphony No 3 as the main piece. They
are fine musicians and excellently led!
Finally, at Birmingham Symphony Hall, the CBSO give a different slant on ‘War and
Revolution’ with Elgar (written in response to WWI) and Shostakovich’s 1905 mighty 11th
Symphony. This is a Sunday concert at 3pm, 15 February.
John Wheatley
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BloxhamTable Tennis Club
Every Tuesday, 7:00pm-8:30pm @The Ex-Servicemen’s Hall Bloxham
BloxhamTableTennisClubinvitesnewandexistingvillagers tocomeandplay tabletennis.
We are particularly interested in juniors who wish to learn to play the sport and are offering a 6 week
tabletenniscoursefor11-16 yearolds.
If you are in this age group and wish to participate, please come along and introduce yourself at our
Tuesdayclubnightor contact BobDunkinfor furtherinformation.
BloxhamTableTennisCluboffers:
§ Afriendlyandwelcomingatmosphere
§ Greatfacilitieswiththreenewtabletennistables
§ AnexperiencedETTAcoach
§ Opportunitiestoplaycompetitivelyinthelocal league
Ouraimis toencourageanewgenerationofplayerstocomeandjoinusandimproveour clubstandard.

Contact us:
BobDunkin 07779734390 | AndrewWilson07747774707 | WayneGubbins07788287245
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WILDLIFE NOTES
How time flies. I have been compiling the Wildlife Notes for over a year and I am
grateful to all of you who have told me about your sightings. Long may this continue.
Last time I asked if there had been any reports of common lizards in recent times.
Kate Underwood got in touch to say that one of her sons, Rory, had seen one in The
Pear Tree garden about 10/12 years ago. It would seem that they are no longer native
to this part of Oxfordshire.
Many thanks to those of you who contacted me about grey squirrels which seem to
be widespread throughout Hooky. The recipes given to me, especially the one for
squirrel fricassee, are much appreciated!!
Now to wildlife sightings for the past few weeks. Tom Wright saw a raven close by
his house in Scotland End. They are usually found more to the west of here but their
range is gradually expanding eastwards. Perhaps this could be the first of many more
sightings of this large member of the crow family. Ian Taylor of East End notes seeing
a pair of jays feeding on beech nuts in his garden, while Mike Hemmings recently had
a pair of mistle thrushes in his garden. Raptors continue to be seen, indeed, as I write
this, a red kite has just flown over Old School End. Muntjac are becoming more
common in and around the village, David Shirt of Whitehills Farm told me about one
which has appeared on numerous occasions in his garden. The final observation for
this newsletter is from Scott and Jane Orchard who believe they have the makings
of a wasps nest in their garage. Watch this space for more details.
As usual, please contact me with details of your wildlife sightings for future editions
of the newsletter
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES
We have a very full action packed couple of terms ahead of us, with lots of outdoor
activities and camp booked for after Easter. Guides is for girls from the age of 10 to
come along. We have a lot of fun, as you can see from Sophia's report below. If you
have a daughter who is almost 10 and would be interested in coming along to see
what we do at guides, please let me know and we can arrange a visit. By the time
you read this article we will have enjoyed the village panto – our annual trip on the
opening night is always a great hit and we support the guides who take part on the
stage.
Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com

Promise on Ice
On Monday 8 December I went with the Hook Norton Guides to the Fosseway Garden
Centre, in Moreton in Marsh, to the temporary ice-skating rink. I found some skates
for my size and was keen to get going. It was very slippery, more slippery than real
ice. Thankfully I’m a pretty good skater, so soon I was up and away (almost!)
After lots of fun (and collisions) on the ice we all went over to one edge of the rink
and I made my guide promise! So, now I am a real Guide! Yay! We then went to a
little café at the garden centre and had hot chocolate and handmade cookies. They
were so yummy! Finally we went on a gigantic snowman bouncy castle! It was so
much fun. Before I knew it, it was time to go home. What a lovely evening.

Sophia Robinson
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers to
support families with children under 5 in their own homes.
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you
befriend a local family in need?
Interested? Then come and join us!!
Contact Karen on 01295 266358
email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk

More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk
Applicants will be subject to a CRB check

Registered Charity No: 1114860

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

01295 788845
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
The children (and staff!) enjoyed a hectic term, with lots to pack in before Christmas.
Once again, our two productions were very well received. The KS1 Nativity was
thoroughly enjoyed by older members of the village, who were then entertained by
our recorder group as they tucked into a splendid tea, waited on by our Y6 children.
KS2’s play (Robin and his Sherwood Hoodies) was a rousing pantomime of the highest
quality, with the oldest jokes and plenty of slapstick.
Staff introduced a new curriculum, based around ‘The Big Question’, which has been
very well received by the children. They have been CSI investigators in Year 5,
investigating crimes in school, palaeontologists searching for the dinosaur that hatched
from an egg in Year 2 or spending a whole day not using electricity (that was a real
challenge!) in Year 4.
We have been chosen to be an Expert Centre for Global Learning, which is a great
honour, and we will be leading training for other schools keen to develop their global
curriculum. We have also been awarded the Bronze Sainsbury’s School Games Mark
for our commitment, engagement and delivery of competitive school sport. The school
has also received a letter of congratulations from the Schools’ Minister commending
us on our children’s attainment in the Year 1 phonics check, putting us in the top 5%
of schools in the country.
We are looking forward to expanding the school this year to meet increasing demand
for places. The building programme will start with extending the Foundation Stage
and re-siting the outdoor area. This will be followed by two new classrooms at the
back of KS2. This will result in an increase in intake for Reception 2015 from 30 places
to 45. We will have a brand new facility and outdoor area to cater for Nursery and
Reception children, staffed with qualified teachers and nursery nurses trained in Early
Years education and child development. You are invited to make an appointment to
see around the school: we take children from the term after their third birthday, on
a part time basis.
Exciting times for Hook Norton Primary School!
Stella Belgrove, Head teacher

PIANO/SINGING TEACHER GTCL-MTC-LTCL
It's never too late to learn!
Fully
qualified,experienced,successful
teacher has vacancies.
Please contact Jane Alabaster on 01608 737608
or jane@musicality.plus.com
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON – CASE STUDY
Payments Hook Norton Residents get for heating their homes – Part 2
As you may have seen in the last newsletter, HNLC has documented a couple of case
studies to illustrate both the carbon reduction and financial benefits some relatively
straightforward changes to your home can bring. This is the second of two but there
are many other homes in the village where HNLC has helped to fund improvements.
Advice tailored to your particular circumstances is freely available at any of our open
meetings – which are held at the Brewery Visitor Centre every 2-3 months, with the
next one scheduled for 7.30pm on Wednesday 22 April.
This second case comprised an eco-makeover undertaken in parallel with a fairly large
extension. A 3.4kW (21 panels) solar PV array was installed together with solar hot
water, air source heating (replacing an old oil boiler), heat recovery ventilation (to
avoid the need for heat-leaking trickle vents in the new windows) and upgraded
insulation, mostly in the roof spaces.
Our choice of air source heat pumps to replace our oil boiler was made to minimise
the plumbing changes required, in that it was more or less a straight replacement. In
order to maximise efficiency, however, this did require a significant upgrade to the
levels of insulation, especially in the roof. We were constrained here as our attic is
boarded and crammed with "useful" items stored for when they'll come in handy (aka
junk!). This meant that insulation improvements had to be at rafter level rather than
the usual bulky requirement for 200+mm of glass wool above the bedroom ceilings.
There are solutions for this in the shape of Tri-iso 10 "space blanket" sheets and
foil-backed foam panels across and between the rafters. This additional insulation had
the added benefit of avoiding the need to replace existing radiators with larger ones
to offset the reduced heat output resulting from the lower temperature circulating
water from the heat pumps.
Whilst the up-front cost of around £40k in total was significant, HNLC helped with a
loan. Improvements can also be undertaken in stages (insulation first) and the benefits
will accumulate. Since installation, the solar PV has been consistently generating
around 3700 units of free electricity per year worth around £400 off our annual
electricity bill, if it is all used rather than exporting it to the grid. Realistically you may
only use half of this but some minor lifestyle changes (such as doing the washing
when the sun is out) can increase this. To these savings can be added the
indexed-linked FiT payments of around £1800 per year for the next 20 years or so.
Although this income will be lower for new installations, the capital cost of the panels
is also lower so overall returns are similar.
The solar hot water panel meets 90% of requirements from May to September and
provides a significant top-up over the winter. Having a large, well-insulated cylinder
helps here, as more hot water can be stored to cover dull days, but even watery winter
sunshine helps. Having just completed our application for the recently introduced
Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) for the heat pump and solar hot water panel, annual
payments of around £2000 will now commence and continue for 7 years. The Green
Deal survey and Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) required to support this
application (available at a reduced rate via HNLC) highlighted that the total annual
energy consumption and hence CO2 emissions for the property are now around half
of what they would be for a similar property with standard insulation. Overall, the
improvement work is expected to pay for itself in 6-7 years with much-reduced energy
bills continuing long after.
Mike Richardson, info@hn-lc.org.uk
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www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960

Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641

Hook Norton, OX15 5DD
Extensive range of new
and used cars & 4x4’s:
petrol, diesel & electric
Part exchange welcome

Service
MOT Parts
All-new Mitsubishi Outlander 4x4

We look forward to seeing you, the kettle is on!
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Bodyshop
Fuel Shop

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
It was standing room only
for
the
meeting
in
December when James
Tobin spoke about the
December 1944 plane crash
in Great Rollright. The
wreckage was, of course,
removed at the time of the
crash and the only visible
reminder is the gap in the
trees on the road through
the village leading to
Wyatts Farm Shop. The gap
can be seen more clearly
from the road which runs
alongside the other side of
the field. [The photo shows
the gap in the trees.]
The January meeting took us back 300 years in time when Brian Rider talked about
the Battle of Edgehill, the first pitched battle of the English Civil War. Brian outlined
the protagonists of this conflict
which ended in a “draw”,
although both sides claimed it as
a victory.
Our speaker on 3 February is
another village resident, Sarah
Morris, whose choice of subject
is King Henry VIII's Travels
around Oxfordshire. On 3 March,
Christine Gadsby will be giving a
talk entitled “The Ladies of
Blenheim”.
All meetings are held in the
Baptist Church Hall on Netting
Street and start at 7.30pm,
however,
refreshments
are
served from 7.15pm. Nonmembers are welcome at the
meetings, a nominal charge of
£2 applies.
Copies of the booklet “Hook
Norton, In Memoriam 19141918” are still available at £3
each. For further information
about both the group and the
booklet please contact me.
David McGill, 737103,
scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

Karen SeymourKaren Seymour

SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:
Emma Kane, Chair Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair Allison Hicks
Jem Hayward
Derek Brotherston Charles Henderson
Brian Griggs Nick Casson Thomas Wright Nathan Matthews
Doug Marshall – At the Parish Council (PC) meeting on 8 January, Councillors stood
in silence for one minute in remembrance of PC employee, Doug Marshall, who sadly
died on 2 January.
Resignation – Peter Millar resigned from the PC at the beginning of January. In his
letter of resignation Mr Millar stated that he believes that the capacity of the PC to
influence local affairs has diminished to almost zero. The buzzword of ‘localism’
introduced by the present government is a hollow expression, local democracy has
become a sham and the wishes of local people are ignored. He wished the Chairman
and the rest of the PC well, admiring their selflessness in performing a thankless
task. At the PC meeting on 8 January, Cllr Kane said she had accepted Mr Millar’s
resignation and thanked him for his many years of service.
Planning – past and present applications can be viewed on Cherwell District Council’s
planning website.
14/01738/OUT Nursery Ground Ltd, land north of Railway House, Station Rd,
outline application for 48 houses, access, open space and landscaping. Objection.
14/01825/OUT Gladman Developments, Sibford Road, outline application for 54
houses. Objection.
The Parish Council budget for 2015-2016 was discussed and set at the January
meeting. OCC has cut its budget for 2015/16 in many areas which will lead to
increased costs for the Parish Council. It was therefore agreed unanimously that the
2015/16 parish precept should be increased to £60,000, to offset these additional
costs (e.g. grass cutting, weed control, library).
Hook Norton War Memorial Hall – Councillors are looking at the cost of replacing
the windows with double glazed units. HNLC Group is considering a long-term heating
system for the hall. Of especial interest is a forced-air electric system.
Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan (HNNP) – Due to the Xmas holidays, the HNNP
will not be considered by the appointed Examiner until the end of January.
Cemetery – The PC is seeking volunteers to join the ‘Friends of Hook Norton
Cemetery’ group, to assist with general tidying and maintenance of the cemetery.
Please contact Councillor Allison Hicks at allisonhicks@tiscali.co.uk if you would be
willing to help. Residents are politely asked not to put flower wrappings, plastic or
oasis in the new compost bin. Please put these items in the green rubbish bins
provided.
The Grass Cutting Contract ended in October 2014. A Tender for the 3-year contract
for 2015/16/17 has been advertised in the Banbury Guardian.
Fix My Street – Residents can report defects in the highway to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Dog Fouling – Dog fouling is a nuisance in some areas of the village. People can
confidentially report dog fouling offences to help CDC’s enforcement officers target
hotspot areas and fine owners who fail to clean up after their dog.
Offenders who fail to clear up after their dog can receive an on-the-spot fine of £50,
which can increase to £1,000 if the case proceeds to magistrates’ court. To report
an offence visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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JUST WILLS & LEGAL SERVICES
Member of the Society of Will Writers and The Professional
Association of Legal Services.
Whether you want a Standard Will or a Protective Trust Will, we
can help you, in your own home, at a time to suit you.
Very experienced Estate Planning Consultant resident
in Middle Tysoe.
Our central Legal Department is headed by a Trust and Estate
Planning expert with other specialist lawyers available within the
Group.
Central operation supported by a local consultant ensures very professional
documentation at prices which are extremely competitive. Complete customer
confidentiality at all times.
Just Wills & Legal Services specialises in Wills, Trust Wills, Lasting Powers of
Attorney, Probate....
For a company brochure/further information contact:
Marcus S Lymbery Aff.SWW
Tel. 01295 680828 Mobile 07775 758972
Email: marc.lymbery@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
_______________________________________________________________________________

A PULL-OUT GUIDE FOR HANDY REFERENCE

_______________________________________________________________________________

FOR DETAILS OR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

CHAIRMAN: Peter Arnold
Tel: 01608 730263
PROGRAMME SECRETARY: Malcolm Black
Tel: 01608 730668
Committee:
Peter Arnold, Sian Arnold, Malcolm Black, Dorothy Cantrell,
Bethan Dennick, Brian Griggs, Elaine Griggs, Alrys Morris, Jane
Newton, Frances Price, Nick Price, Sandy Shirt

PROGRAMME
Wed 18�� Feb

Wed 18�� Mar
Wed 15�� April

Sat 18�� April
Wed 20�� May

Wed 17�� June
Sun 28�� June
Thurs 9�� July
Sat 25�� July
Wed 9�� Sept
Sat 12�� Sept
Wed 21�� Oct
Wed 18�� Nov

Orchids of Ecuador
Malcolm Moody, Council Member of British Orchid
Soc, Chair of Tadmarton Garden Club
All about Charlecote Gardens and Parklands
Lisa Topham, Head Gardener, Charlecote
Entry night for Spring Show and Guest Speaker
Herbaceous Plants from A to H. Janet Cropley
NB: Registration from 6.30pm to 7.30pm and from
8.30pm to 9.00pm
Spring Show – Hook Norton School
Open to the public – 2.30pm
Growing Fruit, Vegetables and Cut Flowers
Chris Day, Plantsman, Bucks Garden Centre
Plant and seed exchange
Visit Mr & Mrs Swan, South Newington
Leave Sun Inn at 6.45pm
Day visit: Woburn Abbey, Gardens and Show
Meet 9.00am – The Sun Inn
Tadmarton Garden Club visit to us
Guided tour of Upton House Gardens
Leave Sun Inn at 10.30am
Entry night for Autumn Show
7.00pm till 8.00pm, Memorial Hall
Autumn Show – St Peter’s Church
Open to the public – 2.30pm
Growing and Using Herbs
Christine Vick, Botanist, National Herb Centre
AGM followed by Members’ Evening with wine,
cheese and mince pies, plus members’ photos

All meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month in
the Memorial Hall starting at 7.30 pm. Meetings are open to
anyone who wishes to attend and there is an admission charge
of £3 for non-members and guests. Tea/coffee and biscuits are
provided free and there is usually a raffle.
Arrangements for visits: Meet outside the Sun Inn, at the times
stated. Evening visits and the trip to Upton House will be by car,
sharing wherever possible. The all day visit will be by coach.
Spring & Autumn Show photographic subjects 2015
Spring
Adults: Still life, reflections, blossom and thatch
Children:A farm animal
Autumn
Adults: Sport, a door and four pictures of decay on one mount
Children A spider
Annual Membership renewal
You can renew your membership at any meeting or by post to
Sian Arnold , Brick Hill Cottage, Hook Norton OX15 5QA Tel 01608
730263
Cost of renewal is:Family: £12.00 (2 adults and children)
Single: £6.00.
Children’s membership £1.00
(Cheque payable to ‘Hook Norton Garden Club’)

For 2015, we have 4 evening meetings, from February to May,
and an evening visit in June.
We are also having an all day visit in June to Woburn Abbey and,
in July, a day visit to Upton House. Evening meetings resume in
October, and the AGM is in November. The popular seed and
plant exchanges will take place again in May. As always, we
welcome new and current members and their guests to all our
events.
Membership fees, which are due at the start of the year, represent great value for money. Club membership gives members
discounts at Applegarth, Yarnton and Batsford Garden Centres just take your membership card along with you.
The Spring Show will be held in Hook Norton School. The
Autumn Show will be held in St Peter’s Church. We look forward
to seeing many exhibits from both old and new members.
Remember that you can pull out this calendar and display it
somewhere handy, so that you will be reminded when each
meeting is taking place, and it will enable you to see what the
Garden Club is doing this year.
Finally, best wishes for Good Gardening in 2015.
Suggestions for future meetings and visits always welcome.

COTSWOLD SPINNERS, WEAVERS AND DYERS GUILD
The next meeting of Cotswold SW&D Guild is Saturday 14 February, from 10am to
4pm, will be 'Aspects of Spinning', with tutors within the Guild covering Precision
Spinning, a wheel clinic, drum carding and Navaho Plying.
On Saturday 7 March from 10am to 4pm we will be doing 'Coiled Baskets with
Wool'; the tutor will be Teresinha Roberts.
Tuesday 21 April, from 7.30pm to 9.30pm, Margaret Taylor will give a talk on
'Fulling Mill and Lost Hamlet of Hazelford’.
New members and visitors most welcome to come and join us.
Please contact me for details.
Brenda Crocker, 01295 690337, bcrafty4u@gmail.com

HOOK NORTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Forthcoming events
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 6 2015
Robbie Williams Tribute
Tickets £10 each
On sale now 07890 649174
JS AUCTIONS
VALUATION DAYS
at the club every 2nd Wednesday of the month
Silver, Jewellery, Art, Books etc.
February 11 and March 11
10-3pm
Small Donations for valuation to
Katherine House Hospice

SAT FEBRUARY 21 2015
LIVE MUSIC WITH
'UNDER THE COVERS'
Tickets £ 5 each
For up to date info
follow us on Twitter @hookyclub,
like us on facebook, or
see our web site.
Or call:
Colette Warner
Home: 01608 737829
Mob : 07890 649174

HOOK NORTON WI
At our November meeting Clare from Dementia Friends
Initiative came to discuss with us how we can help relatives
or friends with Dementia. She pointed out to us the signs to
look for and the best way to deal with a very difficult illness.
In December we had a very enjoyable Christmas Lunch at
The Gate Hangs High. Our December meeting was very
festive. We enjoyed listening to the recorder group from the
school playing Christmas carols and songs and then we
tucked into a tasty tea.
For our meeting in February we have invited Mike Payne to
give a talk on the History of Pinewood Studios. It will take
place on February 17 at 2pm, in the Baptist Hall. We look forward to any visitors who
would like to come and join us.
Doreen McLaughlin
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BUSY BEES KNITTING AND CRAFT CLUB
Although I moved away from Hook Norton in March this year to live near Devizes, I
return to the village once a month to go to the knitting club. It's a great little social
enterprise that has encouraged us all to really think about our woolcraft, what we
make and how we can improve our skills.
In September, we were treated to a visit from Claire of The Fibreworks yarn shop in
Chipping Norton, to teach us about our use of colour. She brought along lots of balls
of coloured wool, some pictures and a wealth of knowledge and expertise to help us
pick out colours that we would not normally think of putting together. We really
enjoyed the evening, seeing how red could look great next to green and yellow, by
mimicking how nature does it, or how the muted tones of a Skye sunset could come
to life by using textured stitch patterns.
We usually have a charity project on the go; the most recent one is the Innocent
Smoothies/Age UK's "Big Knit" initiative. This involves making little woolly hats to go
onto the top of smoothie bottles (the brand involved is Innocent, they do make very
nice smoothies!); 25p from each bottle sold with a hat then goes to Age UK. I hope
to live well into my old age – and I dare say this will see me needing a bit of help at
some point – so I believe it's an incredibly worthy cause. We've also had a lot of fun
making the hats; they are
quick and use up scraps and
can be as simple or as
complicated as wished.
Although I've seen all sorts
of patterns, from birds to
whole knitted tea-tables, we
seemed to stick to fairly
traditional bobble hats,
simple designs and bright
colours.
Do think about coming
along; we meet every last
Tuesday of the month
(although
December
is
subject to change) in the
Baptist Hall at 7pm until
9pm (you don't have to be
there at 7 on the dot,
latecomers are very welcome). The cost is just £2 each to cover hire of the hall and
we always have tasty refreshments. Everyone (and I mean everyone) is welcome all ages, genders and abilities. There are several "experts" who are very happy to help
beginners and improvers. We enjoy seeing what folk have made since we last met;
there is generally much oohing and ahhing over lovely creations. It isn't just knitting
either; crochet is very popular in the group and again we are very happy to help you
learn. We even have a generous discount on wool at GTS Sewing Machines in Banbury
(by the chip shop on Queensway). About a dozen of us meet regularly; it would be
great to see some new faces too. If you are interested do please just come along or
you are very welcome contact me.
I nearly forgot: In August last year we found national fame when the club was
featured in "Simply Knitting" magazine!
Victoria Harvey, victoriaharvey@live.co.uk
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FUND RAISING FOR PANCREATIC CANCER RESEARCH
As many in the village already know, back in October,
out of the blue, I was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer
and have been undergoing chemotherapy. What came
as a real shock to Amanda and myself was just how
little (almost zero!) survival rates have changed for
this type of cancer over the last 40 years. My friends
and colleagues at work had the idea of taking part in
a ‘Wolf Run’ on 11 April, to raise some money
specifically for pancreatic cancer research. A Wolf run
is a very muddy, wet, cross country obstacle course
event - a real challenge! What started out as a few people wanting to take part has
now grown to over 30 participants, 20 from our company, including my wife Amanda,
plus our two boys Thomas and Andrew, and a growing list of participants from various
customer companies and other friends.
We would really welcome any donation that you would like to make to this well
deserving charity and you can find the link to our just giving page
here: https://www.justgiving.com/VOCIS1/
Our aim is to raise £10,000, and we are already over 25% of the way there. Thanks
a lot in advance for your donation if you feel able to make one. Even if this benefits
those who follow me down this path rather than me directly, I think this will be a great
thing to do to improve the outcome for anyone with the same condition.
Mike Everitt
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THE RECTOR WRITES…
For me, the various celebrations of Christmas that
were held in St Peter’s Church were all made extra
special by the overwhelming generosity of so
many people. The kindness and open-heartedness
of regular members, occasional attendees and
visitors alike has enabled us to make really
worthwhile contributions to people in need. Two
specific appeals, one for ‘Polly’, who supports
disadvantaged people in Banbury, and the other
for a young couple who lost nearly everything they
owned in a fire just before Christmas, each raised
£500. The on-going work of St Peter’s Church and
the other charities it supports also received a
boost, for which I say to you all THANK YOU!
There will be a rich variety of things going on at
St Peter’s over the coming months; everything
from a Lent Course to a Grand Ball! And if you’ve
ever thought you would like to find out more about what the Church here is all about,
you may like to consider the Alpha Course we’ll be running immediately after Easter!
Alpha seeks to introduce the basics of the Christian faith in an easy to enter context.
The group meets for supper once a week for twelve weeks and enjoys an opportunity
for wide-ranging discussion. The meetings are always informal, open and great fun,
so if this interests you why not get in touch with me or Janet Collins?
Looking further forward, we will be welcoming The Bishop of Dorchester on St Peter’s
Day (Monday, 29 June) for a Service of Confirmation. Confirmation marks the point
in the Christian journey at which people affirm for themselves the faith into which
they were baptised. If this is something which, over the years, you may have thought
about pursuing, but never quite got round to it, why not give some thought as to
whether this year is the year to take that step of faith?
For full details of all that’s going on at St Peter’s, and not just in the church building,
but also in the school and in homes around the village, see our Notice Boards, or visit
www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk, or contact me, or our Lay Minister, Janet Collins
(737081) or the Churchwarden, Mary Powell (737463)
John Acreman, 737223, john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com

SPRING BALL AT ST PETER'S
We have had an overwhelming response for tickets to the Ball on Friday 8 May in St
Peter's Church. Within days of advertising the event, almost all the available places
had been reserved and, by the new year, we reached our capacity.
Thanks to everyone who has shown such a keen interest.
However, we have decided to create a supplemental list for anyone who hasn't been
in touch, but might like to attend. Should a circumstance arise that opens opportunities
to include additional people, we would make contact in the order of being added to
this waitlist. If this might be you, please email us on socialeventsatstps@gmail.com.
Tickets are £40 per person.
Rita Wheatley and Kevin Hope
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PLEASE NOTE NEW CONTACT DETAILS

DENIS WYNN & CO
SOLICITORS
12A NEW STREET
CHIPPING NORTON
OXFORDSHIRE OX7 5LJ

TEL. 01608 643036
01608 642157

EMAIL : denis.wynnlaw@gmail.com
Conveyancing (written quotations on request)
Matrimonial & Family
Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business
Home visits easily arranged for the housebound
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793

hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Opening Hours: Monday

2.00pm – 5.00pm

6.00pm – 7.00pm

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm
Friday

2.00pm – 5.00pm

Saturday

9.30am – 12.30pm

6.00pm – 7.00pm

Some of you may have noticed that I have not been at the library for several weeks.
This is because I had an unfortunate accident with a kettle and my feet. I am now on
the mend and back at work, but I would like to thank everyone for all their good
wishes and also thank Charlotte from Chipping Norton Library who stood in for me
over the Christmas period.
Having an accident gave me an insight into what it is like for people who are not able
to get out and about very easily. I was unable to walk any distance or drive for several
weeks, and was reliant on the kindness of family, friends and neighbours. However,
I believe something positive comes from every situation and experiencing this gave
me an insight into how it is for those members of the community who are not able,
for whatever reason able to get out and do the things they want. So if there is anyone
reading this newsletter who would like to borrow items from the library (or maybe
you know someone who might) – for example books, audio or DVDs – but is unable
to visit the library, then I would like to let you know about the Oxfordshire Libraries’
Home Library Service. This allows library members to request items and have them
delivered to their homes by volunteers, who will also collect and return items to the
library.
Hook Norton Library also welcomes families. The library offers free children’s books
– popular tiles, real-life stories, hobbies, information and study books. Reservations
are free for children under 18 and no fines for children under 5. There are also
free e-books and e-audio to download, free computers and Internet, as well as a good
selection of online resources for fun facts and to help with homework.
Please enquire in the library or contact me for more detail of the above services.
I have set myself a New Year’s challenge to try something new in my personal reading
selection. Many of the Hook Norton Library readers enjoy crime, but it’s a genre I
rarely choose myself. So this month I have selected a crime book, “The Secret Place”
by Tana French. What will you choose? Best wishes for 2015 from the staff, volunteers
and friends of Hook Norton Library.
Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Library Manager

ST PETER’S CHURCH – 200 CLUB
The first draw for the St Peter’s 200 club took place on 17 January. The
£100 winner was Liz Macleod and the £25 winner was C. Hopkins. The
committee has decided that there will be at least one extra prize from
next month, as we have had more people apply to join since Christmas.
The club is open to anyone and, if we have more members, the prize
money will increase. Application forms are available inside the Photograph: Felicity Cox
church.
Mark Taylor
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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CHIPPING NORTON BADMINTON CLUB
As Chipping Norton Badminton Club
enters the New Year, many of the club’s
teams are well placed to move up a
division. After seven games, the Men’s A
side is second in Banbury Mens Division
Two. The Mixed side is fourth in Banbury
Mixed Division Two, with a game in hand.
The club plays social nights on Wednesday
evenings (7.20pm – 10pm), and
welcomes new members, with the first
night being absolutely free. We have four
courts available at Chipping Norton
Leisure Centre, on the Burford Road.
So if you have not picked up a racquet in
a while, start the New Year with a swish
and come along to the next session in
January.
For more information contact David Judge
on 07958 519366 or
david.judge2@virginmedia.com
Adam Symons
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HOOKY PLAYERS DRAMA GROUP
Following on from our 2015 Pantomime production
“Cinderella”, we would like to say thank you to all
those who came and supported the production, and
all the backstage staff who worked so hard to put the
event on. We hope that you enjoyed the Panto, and
that you will continue to support the group and its
future productions.
This year we were pleased to welcome a number of
new members to the Drama Group who were cast in Cinderella, with Kirstie Fensom
as Cinderella, Karen Smith as the wicked Queen Evellia, John Thompson as Prince
Charming and Lee Workman taking the part of Mix in the comedy duo. We were also
very pleased to welcome the youngsters, Shannon, Niamh and Georgia, and hope
they enjoyed the experience of performing in the Panto.
The Hooky Players will be holding their Annual General Meeting on Thursday 5 March
at 7.30pm, in the Memorial Hall. As it is an open meeting everyone is welcome to
attend.
If you would like to see more on the group’s productions and activities please go to
www.hookyplayers.org where you will find all the contact details of who is who, and
a message option where you can send an enquiry, question or request.
In the meantime, we look forward to seeing you at the Hooky Players summer
production, details to follow later in the year.
Richard Wheelton
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
As ever, time has flown by since Christmas, with all the fun of that season. All the
New Year’s Resolutions, as well as the excitement of returning to school, now seem
distant memories! Now, with everyone happy and settled, the daily pattern of relevant
and interesting learning opportunities continues. We are especially excited about our
new building, which we have been watching the construction of since the beginning
of December. Having made good progress before the end of Term 2, we are still hoping
for a completion date at the end of March.
Many people have asked me why we are building this new classroom, and whether
we plan to increase the size of the school. The short answer to the latter question is
no, we just want room for the children we currently have. We have had to build this
room as we currently have four classes of children but only three full sized classrooms.
For many years now we have taught in half of our school hall. This results in a rather
small classroom and an inadequate hall. Sadly, as we have four spaces (albeit one
that was only two thirds the minimum classroom size), we received no funding for
our build. As we felt we couldn’t continue to deliver high quality education in such
cramped quarters, we have taken on the challenge of finding all the £165,000 needed
ourselves!
We are now very close to having all of the money but are still selling bricks for our
“Buy a Brick” campaign, to raise the last £5,000 needed. The money raised is going
directly to our building fund and each brick sold at a cost of £5 gives the purchaser a
chance to win one twentieth of a race horse from Charlie Longsdon’s stable; this prize
is worth at least £1,200!! If you would like a brick and a chance to support our build
and to win this exciting prize, please ring our school office on 01608 737202.
Anne Hewett, Headteacher

HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
The 8th Hooky Christmas Canter took place on the Sunday before Christmas. It was
a bright day, but with a stiff breeze, which blew the runners home – fortunately. The
route was scenic, if a little muddy, but most people managed to get round in one piece
(only one "faller")! The results were as follows:
MEN
1ST KIERAN WHITE

49.15

HERCULES WIMBLEDON

2ND

CONNOR CARSON

42.08

KENILWORTH RUNNERS

3RD

WILL JOHNSON

44.38

SPA STRIDERS

1ST DIANE MOORE

49.15

HEADINGTON ROAD RUNNERS

2ND

SARAH DUDGEON

50.36

SERPENTINE

3RD

JO KIRBY

52.13

SPA STRIDERS

WOMEN

Congratulations to all! The fancy dress prize was given to Banbury Harriers, who ran
– collectively – as a nativity scene. They always make a good effort.
The race finished with all finishers enjoying the warmth of the clubhouse with a hot
mince pie and a cup of mulled wine.
Dee Hailey
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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FOHNS (FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL)
Lots of fun was had at the annual Christmas fayre two weeks before Christmas.
Children played games, decorated biscuits and tried the tombolas while adults could
stop for a festive mulled wine and a mince pie. The raffle was as successful as ever,
and Santa’s grotto was a big hit with little ones.
Altogether, an amazing £2,245 was raised! This will be put towards interactive
whiteboards for all the classrooms and outdoor equipment for the foundation stage.
The friends would like to say ‘Thank you’ for all the generous (and creative!)
contributions from children and adults running up to the fayre, which made the whole
thing possible. Special ‘thank you’s to those who volunteered with preparations, and
helped set up and clear up.
Finally, thanks for coming and making a contribution to enriching the school
environment and curriculum. It’s much appreciated.
Alison Driver, The FOHNS Committee

FOHNS Diary Dates
The New Year kicks off with the legendary quiz at the Hook Norton Sports and Social
Club, followed by skittles night in late February. So dates for your diary…
*FOHNS Quiz night – at Hook Norton Sports and Social Club*
Friday 30 January - 7.45pm. Teams of up to 6. £3 per person
*Skittles Night - The Sun - Friday 27 February - 7.30pm*
Free drink on arrival and dinner included,
Tickets - £15 from the school office or The Sun.

THE BELL
CDC have granted planning consent for change of use of the former Bell pub to a
residential property. A number of villagers, including some members of the Parish
Council, have written to Sir Tony Baldry MP, or to the CDC, expressing dissatisfaction
with the decision and the process. A response to the councillors from Bob Duxbury,
Development Control Team Leader, concludes:
“After investigating this case I can confirm that in my opinion these decisions were
appropriately considered and that the conclusion was correct. I am confident that the
Council has properly considered these cases. It cannot reverse its decision, and in any
event has in my opinion has no reason to do so.”
David Jones, Editor

Yoga & Pilates Classes
Workshops & Retreats
Spring Equinox Yoga Day,
21st March 2015, The Tew Centre
Celebrate the seasonal change with a day of yoga, massage, an introduction to astrology with a look at the moon’s significance in our lives.
Mini massages, home cooked lunch, teas, cakes and snacks included. - £85.00
Yoga & Pilates Wellbeing Retreat
16th-23rd May 2015, Chateau Perroterie, SW France
With sole use of this beautifully restored medieval chateau, set in 25 acres with its own lake and swimming pool; we have a week to unwind
and enjoy this peaceful and private retreat with yoga, pranayama, meditation, pilates & massage to help you cleanse and refresh yourself.
Included: 3 meals a day with wine, all linen & pool towels, ensuite bedrooms, quiet leisure rooms, bespoke yoga studios and treatment
room - £585.00 per person, travel not included.
All levels welcome, no experience necessary
Friendly classes & 1:1 tuition in Hook Norton & Holycombe with Fran Fran - 07950 424037/franyoga@rocketmail.com
www.frankirkyoga.moonfruit.com
Holistic massage & beauty treatments with Linda at The Touchworks
Linda – 01295 720237/www.thetouchworks.co.uk
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Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
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HOOKYUKES
The Hooky Uke Group is now
three years old and going
from strength to strength. We
have a minimum of twelve
regular members, and our
repertoire is expanding in
range
and
complexity.
Because
of
the
recent
refurbishment of The Sun, we
have been meeting at The
Bell in Adderbury. This venue
seems to suit the majority of
the group best, so for the
foreseeable future we will
continue to meet there every
Monday at 7.30. New uke
lovers are always welcome, so if you are looking for a new uplifting hobby why not
join us? And if you are thinking of throwing a party or putting on a special event don’t
miss your chance to make it go with a swing and leave your guests grinning from ear
to ear! Last year we performed at three venues and bookings are coming in for this
year. For more info please contact me. Uke On…..!!
Isabel Knowland, hookyukes@gmail.com

SIBFORD ROAD DEVELOPMENT – PUBLIC ENQUIRY
This Public Enquiry took place during January with CDC opposing the plans. In
September last year district councillors refused a planning application by Gladman
Dev. Limited for 54 homes between Redlands Farm and the school.
Hugh Flanagan, on behalf of CDC explained the farm had 650 cattle on site with
operations taking place for 14 hours a day, every day. He added that the development
would be only 20 metres away from a “very large slurry lagoon” and as such, the
“serious and unavoidable odour and insect impact” meant the development should
not go ahead. He said “Dairy farming might not immediately conjure associations of
odour in the way a sewage treatment plant might but this mistaken picture needs to
be firmly dispelled: the sheer quantity of animals, activity, manure silage and slurry
on site has the potential to create unpleasant, frequent odours and insect populations.”
In addition to the homes, of which 35 per cent would be “affordable”, the development
would also incorporate landscaping, public open space and associated works. In
disputing the council’s argument, Alan Evans (Gladman Developments) pointed out
that Cherwell only had 3.4 years of its five year housing land supply, equating to a
deficiency of 2,844 homes. He added the odour issues would have “no more than a
slight adverse effect in the northern part of the appeal site” which was “not a level of
effect which should stand in the way of approval of the scheme” and “The appeal
proposals provide substantial benefits in bringing forward more housing in a situation
of significant shortfall. The provision of 35 per cent affordable housing is also a matter
which should attract real weight. The odour does not approach the threshold of
significantly and demonstrably outweighing the benefits. The council’s case appears
to be based on the potential for problems rather than any observational/ empirical
evidence.”. A final decision due to be announced later this year.
Jemma Callow, Cherwell DC
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MARATHON DE SABLES
A 156 mile ultra-marathon run over six days in the Sahara desert.
At the beginning of April I will be heading to Morocco to take part in the Marathon de
Sables. This six day race – approx. a marathon a day – will take place in temperatures
between 40 and 50C, across the sand, dunes and rocky terrain of the Sahara. Nights
are spent in a pre-erected Berber tent – 8 competitors per tent – but all other kit has
to be carried. Into my backpack I will be cramming six days food, stove for cooking,
sleeping bag, torch (for the night stage) sun cream, venom pump, compass,
emergency flare, warmer layers for the cold desert nights and the
water rations provided at each check point. Hopefully, I will not get
disorientated in a sandstorm and be found a few days later 180 miles
off course in a neighbouring country as happened to a previous
competitor (fortunately still alive, but dehydrated)!
As this will be the hardest physical challenge I have ever attempted,
I am using the opportunity to raise money for three charities: The Fire
Fighters Charity, Bladder Cancer Support (part of Fight Bladder Cancer)
and Pancreatic Cancer Research. Without the intense rehab support
and exercise programme I received from The Fire Fighters Charity
three years ago, after needing an operation on my knee, I would not
be running today. The Bladder Cancer Support and Pancreatic Cancer
Research charities are the choice of Stuart Willis and Mike Everitt respectively – both
friends here in Hook Norton – who have needed to access the services of these charities
during 2014 and 2015. (See Mike’s article in this newsletter)
If you frequent the footpaths and bridleways within a 10 mile radius of Hooky, either
by day or by torchlight you may have seen me out training complete with rucksack
(now you know why) – and if you haven’t, ask me why not – I should be out there!
When time permits, a sauna adds a bit of heat acclimatisation!
If you would like to sponsor me and support these 3 worthwhile charities, you can do
so online at http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/FranKing or by pen and paper in the
village shop. I have funded the race entry myself, so all money raised will go directly
to the charities, divided between the three. Thank you for any support you can give.
Fran King
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BAPTIST CHURCH
As we begin a new year we look forward to finding out
what God has planned for us as a church. We still do not
know who will be leading us in the future but have taken
some steps towards finding the right person. Meanwhile
we give thanks for the way we have been sustained and
encouraged during the past year, for the many visiting
preachers, for Lee Woodward, who has been such a
support these last few months, and for the way our own
church members have risen to the challenge of taking on
a more active role in church life. Our usual events have
continued as before, plus a few new ones.
The next Just Desserts evening will be on February 21. We’ve had Steve Price here
twice before and because he’s so good, and so popular, we’ve invited him for a third
time to entertain folks. If you’ve seen him before you will want to come again; if you
haven’t, come and see why he’s held in such high regard. Steve doesn’t do party
tricks, he’s a professional entertainer. He’s funny, he’s clever, and children love him.
He’s also a Christian, and that’s why he’s willing to visit churches like ours. Afterwards
there will be a lovely array of desserts to sample, and the opportunity to meet with
friends. Do come.
After the success of the two previous Family Fun Days, we plan to hold another one
in March or April, but the date is not yet fixed.
This year’s Holiday Club will be from July 27 to 30.
Lent meetings. These will be held jointly with St Peters, but the dates and details are
not yet available.
Normal programme.
Sundays, 10.30am. Worship Service. Informal, lively, and led by a music group.
Wednesdays, 10-12 noon. Coffee morning. 8pm House group (Bible Study) various
locations.
Saturday, 8-9am. Prayer meeting.
Youth Groups, shared with St Peter’s, phone for details.
Hall bookings: Janice Quartermain 737269
The Church Office (737315) is manned on Wednesday and Thursday mornings. At
other times, Janice or any of the church leaders can be contacted: Nigel 730602; Mike
01295 680506; Jane 730453; Rosemary 01295 276050 or Dorothy 737266
Dorothy Smith

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
Playgroup would like to thank everyone involved in the Beer festival and the Safari
Suppers for their generous donations to us. The high cost of childcare is yet again in
the news. To help keep down the cost of a child attending playgroup we rely on these
donations, and the fundraising efforts of everyone involved in the playgroup. With
this in mind, our Spring Fayre is on Sunday 8 March, at the playgroup, 2-4 pm. Please
come along and support us.
For more information check out our facebook page, our website –
www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk – or contact me directly.
Julie Riley, Manager, 730560
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HNLC OPEN MEETING – A GREAT START TO 2015!
THE NEW ELECTRIC CAR IS HERE AND READY TO DRIVE
It's easy to join the Hooky Car Club and only costs £5 per month. Reserve a car online
and you are ready to drive. For more information go to www.hnlc.org.uk/joinhookycarclub or phone 07535 345885.
We had a good turnout for the latest Open Meeting despite the dreadful weather
conditions. David Newton brought the new Electric Vehicle up to the Visitor centre,
but only the bravest of souls ventured out for an inspection. The car will be based at
Hook Norton School, where there is a charging point, and will be available for members
to use at an initial rate of £20 per day. This will be re-evaluated once we get feedback
from members over the coming months.
After reminding everyone present about the recent success that HNLC has had in
winning the European ‘Energy Neutral Village’ Award, Tim handed over the reins to
Peter Skelton from WRAP (Waste and Resources Action Programme) who went on to
provide facts and figures about local waste and recycling, as well as giving us food
for thought as to how we as a group could inspire the community to improve those
figures. It is astonishing how much of our green bin waste could be recycled – in
particular our food waste. HNLC hopes to focus on Education and Inspiration to reduce
our figures locally, with the help of WRAP resources and input from members.
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com has some excellent ideas that we hope to work with over
the coming months.
HNLC have been approached by Oxford University to take part in their Student
Consultancy Scheme, which is run by their Careers Service. Frank Lucas outlined the
plan for around 4 students to help to evaluate our progress towards low carbon living,
and to identify potential new initiatives for HNLC. We hope they will repeat an updated
version of the community energy and transport survey undertaken by HNLC in 2010,
then use the results of that survey to identify opportunities for further energy saving
and low carbon energy generation measures in the community.
HNLC already has extended relationships further afield, such as the link with the Low
Carbon Hub in Oxford, and now that we have an Electric Vehicle in the Car Club, it
has been decided that one of the current vehicles will be based in Chipping Norton,
allowing a wider community to take part in a scheme that is running very successfully
in Hook Norton. The EV will be based at the Co-op in a marked/allotted space in their
new car-park. The Co-op have been very helpful with this initiative as have ‘Transition
Chipping Norton’.
Jem Hayward reported briefly on the progress with the PV installation that is planned
for the Brewery buildings, which are currently undergoing building work.
Charlie Luxton spoke about a new type of secondary glazing panel that he is involved
with the development of, and asked for any interested parties to contact him at
charlie@charlieluxton.com, if they have the sort of property (such as listed buildings)
that might benefit from the fitting of secondary glazing which doesn’t require planning
consent. He is in need of volunteers to have the panels fitted (at raw material cost)
for the initial production period.
The Visitor Centre once again proved an excellent venue for an interactive meeting,
helped along with a pint of excellent ale (with the generous support of James Clarke
and Hook Norton Brewery). We just about managed to conclude business by 9pm
although the subjects covered during the evening did inspire discussion in small groups
after this.
The next Open Meeting is Wednesday 22 April.
Diana Barber
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FEBRUARY VILLAGE DIARY
8:00 AM
9:15 AM
10:00 AM/8:00 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:30 AM
1.30 PM/6:30 PM
3:30 PM
5.00 PM
7:00 PM

Baptist Prayer Meeting - Saturdays
Friday Toddler Group - Fridays
Ladies Social Badminton - Thursdays (10 am), Tuesday (8 pm)
Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays
Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays
Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays
Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays
T’ai Chi classes - Wednesday
Pilates - Friday (1:30 pm), Sunday/Monday (6:30 pm)
Jam Club - Wednesdays
The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 - Tuesdays
Hooky Ukes - Mondays

Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
St Peters
Primary School
Baptist Church
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Primary School
Youth Hall
Sun Inn

7.30 PM

Yoga - Mondays

Primary School

8:00 PM

Baptist Fellowship Group - Wednesdays

Baptist Hall

2
3
5

19:00
19:30
09:00

Energize Youth Group for Yr 7 upwards
Local History Group
Rhythm Time Music

Youth Hall
Hook Norton Baptist Church Hall
Hook Norton School Study Centre

6
7
11
12
12
14
14
16

19:30
18:45
14:30
19:30
19:30
09:00
10:00
19:00

Robbie Williams tribute night
Film Society: The Selfish Giant
Reading Group
Hook Norton Classic Wheels
Parish Council Meeting
Village Market
Spinners, Weavers & Dyers Guild
Outlook Youth Group for Yr 10 upwards

Sports and social club
Memorial Hall
Library
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Youth Hall

17
18
19
21
21
24
26
27

14:00
19:30
09:00
18:45
19:00
19:00
10:30
19:30

WI Meeting
Garden Club
Rhythm Time Music
Film Society: Willow in the Wind
Just Desserts: Illusionist
Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club
Carry on Learning
FOHNS Skittles Night

Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Hook Norton School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Baptist Church
Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall
Sun Inn
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MARCH VILLAGE DIARY

2
2
3
5
5
7
7
8
11
12
12
14
13
16
17
18
19
21
26
31
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8:00 AM
9:15 AM
10:00 AM/8:00 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:30 AM
1.30 PM/6:30 PM
3:30 PM
5.00 PM
7:00 PM

Baptist Prayer Meeting - Saturdays
Friday Toddler Group - Fridays
Ladies Social Badminton - Thursdays (10 am), Tuesday (8 pm)
Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays
Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays
Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays
Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays
T’ai Chi classes - Wednesday
Pilates - Friday (1:30 pm), Sunday/Monday (6:30 pm)
Jam Club - Wednesdays
The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 - Tuesdays
Hooky Ukes - Mondays

Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
St Peters
Primary School
Baptist Church
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Primary School
Youth Hall
Sun Inn

7.30 PM

Yoga - Mondays

Primary School

8:00 PM

Baptist Fellowship Group - Wednesdays

Baptist Hall

19:00
19:30
19:30
09:00
19:30
10:00
18:45
14:00
14:30
19:30
19:30
09:00
19:00
14:00
19:30
09:00
18:45
10:30
19:00

Energize Youth Group for Yr 7 upwards
Hook Norton Brass Band AGM
Local History Group
Rhythm Time Music
Hooky Players AGM
Spinners, Weavers & Dyers Guild
Film Society: To LIve
Playgroup Spring Fayre
Reading Group
Hook Norton Classic Wheels
Parish Council Meeting
Village Market
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
Outlook Youth Group for Yr 10 upwards
WI Meeting
Garden Club
Rhythm Time Music
Film Society: Nebraska
Carry on Learning
Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club

Youth Hall
Brewery Visitors Centre
Hook Norton Baptist Church Hall
Hook Norton School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Playgroup Rooms
Library
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Hook Norton School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall

51

GRANGE FARM FOODS
Handmade celebration cakes and chocolates for Birthdays,
Weddings and all other occasions.
Delicious catering menus for dinner parties, afternoon teas,
relaxed buffets or canapés.
We also produce handmade tasty dishes for you to freeze,
so if you don’t have the time to cook let us do it for you.
New – Cake Decorating courses now available!
Please call or visit our website for details www.grangefarmfoods.co.uk

Contact Jane Abbott at Grange Farm, Swerford, OX7 4AX.
Telephone: 01608 737313 or Email: jane@grangefarmfoods.co.uk.
Corporate and Trade enquiries welcome.
Printed by KMS Litho Ltd - 01608 737640 - kmslitho.co.uk

