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FROM THE EDITORS
It is a truth universally acknowledged,
that English summers are no longer
like the ones you had when you were
a child. Except that this one has been;
with picnic-perfect weather, bountiful
crops in field and garden and even one
cold, wet day on August bank holiday
as the perfect counterpoint. It is clear
from the contents of this issue that
residents of our parish have taken full
advantage, and we hope that reading
about how others have spent long
warm days brings back some of your
own happy memories.
Thanks also to Kerrie McCormick for
the front cover photo of an autumnal
St. Peters.  See the 200 Club liftout
in the middle of this issue for more
information about how we can
support our church in the future.

David Jones
news@hook-norton-

newsletter.co.uk

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising Andy Horne
Page Layout John McCormick
Copy Editor David Jones  737748
Distribution Verity Calderan
Proofreading Kerrie McCormick
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter 737391
Directory Diana Barber 737428

ADVERTISING RATES
SIZE MONO COLOUR
Third Page £10.00 £20.00
Half Page £15.00 £30.00
Contact advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
Lane. Hook Norton OX15 5NX or put in our
postbox in the village shop

NEX T ISSUE: DECEMBER
COPY DATE: SAT 15TH NOVEMBER

The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial
Team.

Find us on the web at
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

hook-norton.org.uk/newsletter

From the Registers
Sadly we report the deaths of Doris Cadd, Stephen Canning, Margaret Fryer, Irene
Lyford and Roger Quartermain. On behalf of the village we send condolences to their
families and friends.
Three baptisms took place at St Peters:
Maria Lily Nolan and Nancy Beau Nolan, daughters of Abigail Collins and Adam Nolan
on 3 August
Braydon George Sidney Harris, son of Penelope and Ryan Harris on 24 August
We wish joyful and fulfilled lives to all.

HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY 26 NOVEMBER

THE HOOK NORTON BREWERY VISITOR CENTRE 7.30 pm
All welcome!
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HOOK NORTON AND SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE
Question: What effect might an
independent Scotland have had on Hook
Norton?
None I hear you say. But if a group based
north of the border called Friends of Alba
has its way then you could be in for a
shock. Scotland may have chosen to
remain in the Union for now, but who
knows for how long? In the event of
Scotland gaining independence, this
group, made up of a cross section of
mainly retirees from all over Scotland,
have decided to move to England.
Fergus Mackinnon is the spokesperson
for the group and I travelled north to meet him. We met in his comfortable bungalow
in the Fife town of Auchtermuchty (famous as the home town of Jimmy Shand).
If ever Scotland chooses against Mackinnon's wishes, he will be thrust into the
limelight. “Our aim is to relocate to parts of England which have Scotland in their
names” he tells me. “We have identified several places which meet the criteria and
are making plans to buy land.” He is coy about numbers but estimates that in total
there are only a few thousand.
Where are they looking? A few places are under consideration. Scotland Gate in
Northumberland is one potential choice, while Little Scotland near Bolton is a definite
no – too remote. Scotland Corner near Bucklebury in Berkshire looked promising until
they realised that it is in the middle of “Middleton” country and as such would be too
much in the public eye.
Hook Norton is mentioned as a strong possibility for reasons that become clearer as
I listen intently to Mackinnon. “Up and down the country (in England) local councils
seem to get overruled when it comes to granting planning permission. The councils
turn applications down only for developers to appeal and subsequently get permission”
he tells me. This is what Friends of Alba have latched onto.
They have identified Scotland End as a potential site for their development and, in a
way, the village is to blame. Scotland End got its name after some Scots camped in
the western part of the village close to where the brewery stands today following the
Royalist defeat at the Battle of Worcester in 1651. Mackinnon has clearly been
researching this part of Hooky's local history as he tells me that the locals had
welcomed the soldiers with open arms. He hopes that the villagers of 21st century
Hook Norton will do the same. As Scotland End stretches from the brewery as far east
as Hook Norton Manor on Netting Street, and takes in land to the north, several
potential sites for this community have been identified, though he is too canny to tell
me where.
If ever a summer comes when Scotland does opt for independence, it will be some
time before everything is implemented. He says they intend to pass the dark days of
winter making plans, and then head south in the spring. As I take my leave of
Mackinnon I get the feeling that this is a very determined man who has been used to
getting what he wants.

David McGill (who had no vote in the referendum!)
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We are a

MASTERS  OF  COLOUR
SALON

achieved in London  with  Schwarzkopf  International

We  can do ‘Hair Up’ for Weddings, Parties and Balls.

Open until 8pm on Tuesdays

Come along  and  meet  us

Telephone: 01608 737073
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HOOK NORTON SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB
Would like to thank everyone who supported our 'Dolly Parton ' night - fantastic
evening and I'm sure we will see her back next year.
Our Next tribute night: An evening with Robbie Williams to be announced soon.
Details being finalised.
NEW Weekend opening times for Autumn / Winter:

Saturdays: Club Kitchen 10-12 pm hot drinks , bacon butties etc during JFC
fixtures - all welcome - Bar open from 12.30 -7.30pm

Sundays:   12 midday-6pm inc. club kitchen, JFC and youth team FC
fixtures – Showing BT and Sky matches during these times.

Evenings during the week may vary according to TV and HNFC fixtures so Follow us
on twitter @ hookyclub for details, or our web site
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk for the latest up to the minute club info.
Hope to see you all soon! Colette Warner

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Jenny Barrie's farewell concert was an enjoyable evening back
on 2 August. Shaun's tenure has now commenced, and we are
working hard towards our Autumn Concert on the
18th October. This concert’s origins go back many years to
celebrate the life of the Band's treasurer, the late Bill Clarke
– grandfather of our president, James Clarke. As such, the
retiring collection is distributed between St Peter’s Church and
Cancer Research; please do come along to enjoy an evening’s
entertainment and meet our new Musical Director.
The busy summer programme concluded with Cherington Flower Show; we always
take August off due to holidays. Shaun commenced on Monday 1 September – a big
change for us, as Jenny "held office" for nine years. As I write this short script, Shaun
has taken the training and main band over two weeks, and all is going well. The band
has attracted additional musicians, taking our total strength to 30 (if all appear at the
same time !!). Twenty years ago we were down to under half this number, and
struggling to survive – how times change! Martin Quartermain

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY – 9 NOVEMBER
Benefice of Hook Norton with Great Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton

A Service of Remembrance at St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton

“100th Anniversary of the Start of 1914/1918 War”

Procession from The Green 10.30am
Service in the Church  10.45am

Rehearsal at St Peter’s Hook Norton: Friday 7 November 6.00pm.
Any new groups wishing to take part in Flag or Wreath Presentation please contact
me. For any other information, contact The Rev John Acreman, 737223 or myself.

Angus Irvine, 737252
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CLEANER/BABY SITTER

Polish cleaner living in
Hook Norton available for

general cleaning duties
and/or babysitting.
Competitive rates,

excellent references.
Call Magda on 07535 97266

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

HOLLY’s BEAUTY
Fully qualified NVQ level 2 and 3 beauty therapist available for a wide range of treatments
carried out in a treatment room within my home.  Very professional and efficient service,
very reasonable prices
Previous salon experience.  Fully insured. Flexible hours to suit your needs.  Treatments
include:

Manicures/pedicures (using OPI polishes)
Waxing
Swedish massage and facials
Tinting
Makeup
Hot stone therapy massage

For any details, prices or bookings please don't hesitate to contact me.
Based in Sibford Gower 01295 780705 or 07854 010463
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HOOK NORTON WI
Our summer break started with a visit in July to Greys Court for
the day. We had good weather and enjoyed the gardens, as well
as seeing over the house. It appeared everyone enjoyed
themselves.
On Sunday 17 August we had a busy time serving food and drink
to the cyclists coming through Hook Norton, who were raising
money for the Shakespeare Hospice. Our village is a good
stopping point for them to take a break.
Our Summer Garden Party in August was a great success, in
spite of the weather making it feel more like autumn. We all enjoyed spending the
afternoon in one of our member’s beautiful gardens. A very tasty spread was put on
by the Committee and it was soon eaten up by the rest of the WI.
Several guests also joined us, including two ladies from the Stratford Hospice.
We resume our regular meetings on 16 September in the Baptist Hall at 2pm. Our
speaker will be John Chaplin giving a talk called ‘Parks - from Paradise to Panic’.
Visitors are always welcome.

Doreen McLaughlin

FOUR LEGS AND A TALE
The story of equine Vet Alan Walker and an
extraordinary family tradition going back more than 300
years.
Having lived and worked in Hook Norton as a Veterinary
Surgeon since 1981, I retired from full time Veterinary practice
in 2006. In August 2010, my wife Diana and I moved to
Chipping Norton and, whilst not quite like Hooky, we have
found it to be a most warm, welcoming and active town.
Working now as a consultant with my old practice in Hook
Norton, I have been asked many times: What do you do to
keep yourself occupied – you must be bored. Many people have
also said to me: You should write a book. Well now it has been
written, and it is ‘Four Legs and a Tale’ that has been my main
task and focus over the last few years.
The launch of the book ‘Four Legs and a Tale’ is planned for 26 October 2014 at the
Hook Norton Veterinary Surgery. Up to date details of the Launch, various
Book Signings, and how to buy the book can be found on their website at
www.hooknortonvets.co.uk.
I do hope you may enjoy reading about the historical aspects of the veterinary world,
the stories and characters who contribute so fully to life’s rich pageant. Horse racing
has been very kind to me, and I have been fortunate enough to have worked with
some magnificent horses and some talented top class trainers. But through it all the
unsung heroes of racing are the jockeys. They put themselves at risk on a daily basis,
and without them none of us involved would have a job. So it gives me great pleasure
to donate part of the proceeds of this book to the Injured Jockeys Fund, which helps
the jockeys receive the best of treatment and rehabilitation in times of need, and can
also provide valuable assistance in helping them pursue other careers when their
racing days are over.

Alan Walker
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HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Would you like to make better use of your PC?

Upgrades

Repairs

Internet Connections

Email Configuration

“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

01295 788845
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www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960

Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641 Hook Norton, OX15 5DD
Extensive range of new
and used cars & 4x4’s:
petrol, diesel & electric
Part exchange welcome

All-new Mitsubishi Outlander 4x4

We look forward to seeing you, the kettle is on!

Service
MOT Parts
Bodyshop
Fuel Shop
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HOOK NORTON MARKET
Held on every second Saturday from 9 - 12 midday

A variety of stalls including bric-a-brac, collectables, cakes,
plants, cards, jewellery and much more

Lots of bargains
To hire a table (£3 / £6) ring Julie Tobin on 737952

The market will be held in the Memorial Hall



13

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The 2014/15 season got underway on 2nd September when Tim Porter gave us a talk
entitled The Medieval Cotswolds at Work. Tim based his talk on the writings of Ǽlfric,
the first abbot of Eynsham Abbey which was founded in 1005. It was interesting to
note that even 1000 years ago workers in different types of work were reliant on each
other all pulling resources together to achieve the aim of survival.
Our speaker this month, on the 7 October, is Liz Woolley who makes a return visit to
Hooky to talk about Leisure and Entertainment in Victorian Oxfordshire. Over the past
few years Liz has become a regular speaker at our meetings and her talks are always
very interesting.
On 4 November Don Ratcliffe, our chairman, will be speaking about the Croakers of
Hook Norton and the Threat to the Open Village.
Finally, a reminder that subscriptions for the year (£10) are now due. Non-members
are, of course, welcome – a charge of £2 applies. Meetings continue to be held in the
Baptist Church Hall starting at 7.30pm. For further information please contact me.

David McGill, Secretary, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

HOOK NORTON APPLE DAY
The second annual Apple Day for Hook Norton will be held in the Pear Tree car park
on Saturday 18 October between 12 noon and 5pm. We will have an apple press
set up so you can bring your apples down on the day, or drop them off a few days
beforehand in the crates left in the Pear Tree car park. There are two possible outcomes
from pressing apples: apple juice and cider. One is immediate, so bring along a
container if you want your own apples pressed on the day. The other takes some time
and patience so we will have our resident cider expert available with advice and
cider-making kits will be available to purchase. There will also a small amount of cider
from last year’s pressing for sale in takeaway containers.
There will be apple-based activities such as the longest apple peel and a ‘guess that
cider’ competition. Pete Watkins has kindly agreed to play and the will be a bbq cooking
Gloucester Old Spot sausages.
Many of you have apple trees in your gardens so if you can’t get down to drop off
apples before the event we are happy to collect any boxes you might have. To arrange
collection from Monday 13 October, ring or email me. If you would like to help us out
with apple collection or at a stall on the day please let me know.

Hugh Robertson, 07958 928096, hugh.robertson@tiscali.co.uk

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING
As you may have noticed, if you walk passed the pig paddocks, the first group pigs
have now made their journey to the abattoir and been successfully converted to pork
joints and sausages. The Gloucester Old Spots are still there and will be going to the
abattoir shortly so there will be more meat available. If you haven’t already got your
order in please contact sales@hncs.org.uk for availability and prices.

Hugh Robertson
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury League matches so far:
Congratulations to our A team who won Division 2,
and the B team who came first in Division 3; the Cs
came third in Division 5, and the Ds were 4th in
Division 6.
The floodlit League matches are now under way.
Junior Coaching Programme: Tennis coaching

restarted for Tots, Minis and Juniors week commencing 8 September, as
did The Adult Improvers and Ladies Coaching.
Cardio Tennis: Cardio Tennis started on Wednesday 10 September.
Cardio Tennis is a series of tennis-based drills and activities played to
up-tempo music on a tennis court. It does not require tennis skills, but is all about
keeping your heart rate up, burning calories and having fun. Whether the ball goes
in or out is irrelevant as the main purpose is to get fit. Cardio Tennis sessions are
held Wednesday evenings between 7 and 8pm. Please contact
marcgilkes@fsmail.net or phone 01295 265085/07930 406015 for more
information.
Tournaments: The club tournaments took place in September. The results will be
reported in the next Newsletter.
To play in a team or for more information contact Sue Glasson, 730880,
merrymoons1@aol.com, or see: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or
www.hook-norton.org.uk (or Google ‘Hook Norton Tennis’!)

Elaine Priestley

CANCER RESEARCH UK CHRISTMAS AUCTION
On Friday 7 November the North Oxfordshire CRUK
Fundraising Group will be holding a Christmas Auction
at the Hook Norton Sports and Social Club. Local
celebrity Charlie Luxton has kindly agreed to be our
auctioneer, and we already have some great auction
lots, including a hot air balloon flight, children’s
birthday party, car MOT and service, meals out, a
week’s worth of ironing, donations
from local artists and more.
We are keen to get as many auction

lots as possible and to offer items and services over a range of prices
to ensure there is something for everyone. So if you are able to offer
anything, from domestic services to holidays in the Maldives, please
get in touch! Also, if anybody has any celebrity contacts who might
be able to offer something a bit different – breakfast with the Prime
Minister for example(!) – please let us know. We are happy to provide
a formal written request from CRUK if required.
If you can help in any way, please contact me
Put the date in your diary and watch out for posters around the village nearer the
time. It will be a fun evening and an excellent way to start your Christmas shopping
whilst raising money for a great cause.

Gill Begnor, 738248, gillbegnor@live.co.uk
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES

On Friday 12 September, 19 guides, 2
members of Swere Valley Senior
Section and I went to Horley Camp Site
to join other units from the Cherwell
Division to celebrate the Brownie
Birthday Finale. There were over 200
girls who attended the event, which
kicked off with all the units parading
their flags around the campsite. The
girls then had a muffin and drink and
then sat in a circle singing lots of camp
fire songs with nightlights in paper bags
decorated with owls. At times, it was
very lively and loud, particularly when
we sang our song "Thunderation"!
This term we are working on the Nepal
challenge badge, with lots of fun
activities - the girls will gain a badge to
sew on their camp blanket.
By the time you read this article, we
will have attended the Big Gig,
Girlguiding pop concert, which is a
highlight for the guides. This time we
are going to Wembley Arena, which is
very exciting.

Julie Wood,
juliedwood46@gmail.com
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793 Email: hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Opening Hours: Monday  2.00pm –  5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm*

Wednesday 2.00pm –  5.00pm
Friday  2.00pm –  5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am – 12.30pm

* Volunteers from 6 October
It’s been a busy summer at Hook Norton Library.
The FOHNCL volunteers started their training on
21 July, and library customers will have seen
them efficiently bustling around the library. The
volunteers bring many skills and lots of
enthusiasm and I am really enjoying working with
them and getting to know them. Also, during the
summer holidays, the children have been taking
part in the Summer Reading Challenge. Maybe
you’ve noticed Hooky the dragon, who hangs on
the door and is signed by the children who have
successfully completed the challenge of reading
6 books over the summer. So far, 53 children (and one Mum who gamely took part
in the Adult Reading Challenge) have completed the challenge. I will be presenting
the children with medals and certificates in ‘well done’ assemblies at both Hook Norton
and Sibford Gower Primary schools. Congratulations to everyone who completed the
challenge, and I look forward to seeing them in the special assemblies. A handful of
parents have enquired about resuming Rhymetimes for the under 5s, but parents tell
me 2.30pm (the previous time for Rhymetimes) clashes with afternoon nap time (I
think that’s the toddlers not the parents!). Might Saturday mornings be better? Please
come in and let me know your thoughts. I will be organising a Storytime/Craft session
in the October half-term for the children and I also plan to do a Storytime for
grown-ups with afternoon tea (why should the children have all the fun). Please check
the library noticeboard for more information.
From October 6, the new Hook Norton Community Library team (library manager and
volunteers) ask that you please remember to bring your library card (ticket) with you
when you visit the library. On Monday evenings from that day the library will be
operated entirely by volunteers. Even at other times, especially when it’s busy, it will
be quicker and easier to borrow and return books with a library card. If your card is
lost, please ask a member of staff.
I am keen to get to know my library customers better, so please don’t hesitate to
come and find me if you need help, want to make a suggestion or talk about a book
you’re reading / have read.
Finally, as well as thanking the FOHNCL and the volunteers for their support and help,
I would also like to thank the Hook Norton Film Society who generously donated £250
to Hook Norton Library.

Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Library Manager
(Currently reading “The Silkworm” by Robert Galbraith)



Ladies and Girls
Experience
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club
Saturday 11th October from 12 noon
Golf * Fun Games * Prizes * Teas

Golf clubs supplied if required
Call 01609 737278 to register or
Email societies@tadmartongolf.com
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GENERAL BUILDER

Polish builder living in Hook
Norton available for general

building work, including tiling,
plumbing and electrical

work.  Competitive rates,
excellent references.

Call Tommy on 07459 224513
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
News
Since writing last, the Club has been on an evening visit to The Granary, Fenny
Compton, which was very enjoyable. Our next event is on 15 October in the Memorial
Hall when we will have a talk on the gardens at Upton House. All are welcome so do
come and join us. The Club's AGM will be on Wednesday 19 November when Members
will partake of mince pies, wine and lots of chat.
The weather has been lovely for the last few days, encouraging us to sit and enjoy
the sun when we perhaps should have been doing the lawn edges and 'dead heading'
all those beautiful flowers we have admired. It is probably a good time to think about
having the chimney swept, if you have one of course, and stocking up on logs. Some
branches etc. from the garden can be fuel for the wood burner, if they are cut to a
suitable size. It is surprising how much suitable material can be found in a small
garden.
Our old friend the Rop stream still has fish which we hope will remain during the
various states the stream displays, regretfully we did not see any ducks this year,
but maybe next year.
Please renew you membership or indeed join the Club at any meeting.
All the best, to you all, and here's hoping for an 'Indian Summer'.

Nick Price

Autumn Show
The Autumn show was well attended this year, with several new members exhibiting
and winning prizes. Our thanks go to all the entrants without whom the Show would
not be possible, to all those who came along to see the fruits of months of tender
care and labour, and to the committee who work tirelessly to make the show happen.
A special thanks to Mick and Amber at the Sun Inn for allowing us to use their facilities
for the registration evening.
Congratulations to all the prize winners
� Phil Knights Comrades Cup - Highest points Gentleman - Tim Burchell
� Debenham Cup - Highest points Lady - Bethan Dennick
� Rose Brown Cup - Highest points Child - Tabitha Dennick
� Edge & Bolton Cup - Highest points Floral Art - Elizabeth Wyatt & Sheila Lilley
� WI Cup - Highest points for Homecraft Section - Carol Cooke
� Presidents Cup - Highest points for Class 1 Section A - Anthony Wyatt
� Brewery Cup - Highest points in Photography - David McGill
� Diploma in Horticulture - Anthony Wyatt & Tim Burchell
� Diploma in Floral Arts - Nancy Longmore
� People's Choice -Ann Faulkner

Peter Arnold, Chairman
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
ü Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
ü Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
ü Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
ü Specialist Letting and Management service.
ü Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
ü Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111

Order Your Christmas Meat Early
and Let the Festivities Begin...

12lb+ Farm Fresh Turkey
3lb Smoked or Unsmoked Gammon
1lb Homemade Sausage meat
1lb Homemade Chipolatas
1lb Homemade Cocktail Sausages
1lb Smoked or Unsmoked Streaky Bacon

All this for £50All this for £50

Christmas Orders can be Collected
from the shop or Delivered to

your door with no extra charge.

Limited Stock AvailableLimited Stock Available

WyaA’s Farm Shop, Hill Barn Farm, Great Rollright, Chipping Norton, OX7 5SH.
Tel: 01608 684790 Email: henrys_butchers@outlook.com

Limited Stock Available
So Pick up the phone

and Order Now

01608 684790
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
I refer to comments made in the last edition of the Newsletter regarding the grass
cutting, the tyre marks of the machinery and the compost bin.
Firstly, the grass cutting problem and the tyre marks has been commented on by the
Clerk to the PC in the same article and I assume the contractors will have been made
aware of the concerns expressed. This is not an issue that the Friends can do much
about without having people to volunteer to help. It is the aim of the volunteers to
keep those graves that no-one visits in some sort of order, and to maintain the borders
and keep the vegetation in check. It will not be the aim of the Friends to look after
all of the graves.
Secondly, the compost bins are there for vegetation and not items like oasis,
cellophane, wire frames, plastic flowers etc. Unfortunately, there are those who
continue to throw all their waste in these bins instead of using the brown bins in the
lower part and the bin at the top of the site for non-degradable waste. The pallets
from which the bins were constructed were kindly provided by Nigel Matthews. The
corner posts will be trimmed and they will be painted green.
A wheelbarrow was placed by these bins for the use of the volunteers or anyone else
needing it but I regret that it has disappeared.
We have an opportunity to improve the cemetery in order to honour our families and
friends who rest there, so I would ask you to consider if you could spare some time
and be a volunteer.

John Blackham, 737087

OUR VILLAGE MUSEUM
We are a small group of very enthusiastic volunteers who meet every Tuesday morning
10am – 12 midday.
At present, our responsibilities are to continue working on such things as preparing
an up-to-date database, organising interesting displays, continuing research and
cataloguing of the very many artefacts and archives that have been kindly donated.
When requested, we undertake research for people who live a distance away, but
have strong connections to the village.
Work is also being done on transcribing and summarising deeds and wills that relate
to the village. All the results will be then added to an easily searchable database,
which is currently being constructed.
Accommodation for the Village Museum is generously allocated to us by the Brewery.
The Museum is currently displaying information about the lives of three of our local
World War Heroes, as well as many other interesting items. It also includes an area
dedicated to local History artefacts and archives that can be found on the first floor
in the last room you come to.
Your family might well enjoy visiting both Brewery and Village museums, there is no
entry charge and they are open from 9.30am to 4.30pm every weekday.

Jackie White, jackie@jackiewhite.me.uk
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Bookkeeping & Accounting Services
& Quickbooks® training

VAT & Payroll     Self Assessment Tax returns
Computerised Bookkeeping    End of year accounts for sole traders
Regular Management accounts   Discussions on progress of business
Budgets and Cash Flow forecasts  Quickbooks® training
Flexible, friendly and local service.  Good rates
Special rates for startups and sole traders.  Any size of business
Fully certified Bookkeeping Practitioner.  Fully insured
Member of the Quickbooks® Professional Advisors Programme
Contact: Sian Arnold MICB CB. Dip PM. Dip. ACIB
Tel. 01608 730263 or 07710 291867
Email: sian@insight.biz      Web: www.insight.biz

A r e  y o u  h o l d i n g  a n  e v e n t  t h a t  y o u  n e e d  t o  h i r e  c u t le r y
a n d  c r o c k e r y  f o r ?

I  h a v e  e n o u g h  f o r  1 2 0  p e o p l e  i n c lu d i n g  c r u e t s ,  m i lk
j u g s ,  s u g a r  b o w ls  a n d  s e r v i n g  s p o o n s

1 5 p  a n  i t e m  a n d  r e t u r n  i t  d i r t y !
P i c k  u p  a n d  r e t u r n  r e q u i r e d  f r o m  S w a l c l i f f e
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KATIE AND SIAN CYCLE AFRICA CHALLENGE
Sian Thrasher (working mum from Hook Norton) and
Katie Bouchier (Hooky Landlady at The Cherington
Arms) are preparing to undertake a daunting cycling
challenge across Tanzania, to raise £6,000 for Women
v Cancer. To make this possible, the ladies will be
asking for support via a range of fund-raising events
in the coming months.
So how did they get involved in this? Here it is, in
Katie’s words:
‘Sian and I had already started talking about cycling
for “fun”, when we had the silly idea to cycle from
London to Brighton, having neither one of us been on a bicycle in quite some time.
A little over a month into training, I saw an advert for Women v Cancer: Cycle Africa
2015 and thought “Why not!?” (thinking Sian would drag me back down to reality and
remind me that I struggle to get to Kineton, let alone get from the base of Mount
Kilimanjaro, 350km to the Ngorongoro Crater in 30 degree heat). Alas, she was up
for the challenge…
So here we are, with the slightly daunting task of not only getting fit enough to cycle
350km, but raising £6000 for

Breast Cancer Care (www.breastcancercare.org.uk/),
Jo’s Cervical Cancer Trust (www.jostrust.org.uk/) and
Ovarian Cancer Action (ovarian.org.uk)

You can check out our blog at http://thetwocyclepaths.wordpress.com to keep track
of our progress, our fundraising events, our sponsors and of course our epic journey!
We look forward to the challenge and thank everyone who supports us from the bottom
of our hearts.’
Sian and Katie are going under the appropriate moniker of ‘The Two Cyclepaths’. Their
Just Giving page for donations is: www.justgiving.com/TheTwoCyclepaths and their

Facebook page
is: www.facebook.com/thetwocyclep
aths.
Fundraising is already in full swing,
but we’d like to let you know of two
great evenings of diverse musical
entertainment coming up in a few
weeks. Put them in your diary, come

along and support us, have some fun and enjoy some fantastic music.
Mike Sanchez Live at the Cherington Arms – 8 pm Monday 6 October
The UK’s finest boogie woogie piano player in a special one-off performance in support
of The Two Cyclepaths fundraising. Admission FREE, come along, let your hair down,
and make a donation.
Eight In A Bar(n) – 8pm Saturday 11 October; Jacques Barn, Cherington
Gloriously spine-tingling a cappella choir with a repertoire ranging from Henry VIII
via Elgar and Whitacre to Lennon & McCartney. £10, tickets going fast, call 07767
303207 for more information and to reserve your seats now!

Sian Thrasher



26



There has been a church at St Peter’s for over 1000 years.
During that time it has been at the centre of Hook Norton
life and witnessed the milestones in the lives of the villagers,
such as christenings, weddings and funerals, and been the
focal point of the village when marking national events.
In recent years the church has been the venue for Font Café
on Tuesday and Saturday mornings and has been used for
concerts and fundraising events such as the Annual Craft Fair
and the Christmas Tree Festival. Despite these fund-raising
events and the regular giving of the congregation, St Peter’s
is struggling to cover its running costs and, at a recent Church
Council meeting, it was decided to start a 200 Club, involving
the whole community. This will help to give the church a
regular income. Therefore, you are invited to join the St
Peter’s ‘200 Club.’

           P.T.O.

St Peter’s

Church 200
Club

Photograph: Felicity Fox



If you would like to join St Peter’s 200 Club, please

complete the M embership application and the standing

order mandate opposite.

Membership Application

·� Name: …………………………………

·� Address: …………………………………

…………………………………

…………………………………

·� Postcode:…………………………………

·� Phone no:…………………………………

·� Email: …………………………………

Please tick your preferred method of contact.

I  would like to join the ‘St Peter ’s Church 200 club’.

I  would like ……. numbers, each costing £5 per month, payable by
standing order.

Signed: ………………………………… Date: ………………………….

Pleas e return your memb ers hip a ppli ca tion a nd s ta nding order ma nda te to:

Polly Rose, 2 Ironstone Hollow, Hook Norton, OX15 5NA

or

Jane Orchard, Bury Close, High Street, Hook Norton, OX15 5NH



To________________________________________bank

Branch Address_________________________________

_____________________________Post Code_________

Please set up the following standing order and debit my/our account accordingly.

1. Account details

Account name___________________________ Ac no �

Account holding branch_______________________  Sort code

2. Payee detail s

Payee name: Parish of Hook Norton

Payment reference (for office use only)

Sort code: 40 - 52 - 40

Account no: 00012537

3.Payment

Amount £      · 00 __________ POUNDS (in words)

Frequency Monthly

First payment 1st January 2015

And on the 1st of each subsequent month until further notice.

Customer signature(s)_______________ Date:____________



Rules of the 200 Club
1. A monthly Prize Draw will be held for up to 200 tickets in the club

2. Members will agree to pay a monthly subscription by standing order

3. A member may hold more than one ticket but the total number of tickets in the draw shall not exceed 200.

4. Members whose monthly subscription is not received by 10th of the month shall be withdrawn from the draw

5. Members are responsible for their payment. The club cannot accept responsibility for non-receipt of payment

6. A list of prize winners will be advertised on notice boards in the village

7. The decision of the 200 club committee shall be final in any matter for adjudication

8. If the number of tickets sold drops below 100, the prizes shall be reduced; if the number of tickets drops below

50, the club may be closed

9. The draw will take place publicly on the third Saturday of the month at The Font Café

10. The committee has power to amend or revoke these rules at its absolute discretion without notice

First draw January 2015

Monthly Prizes:

Jan to Nov

1st prize = £100.

2nd prize = £50.

3rd prize = £50.

4th prize = £50.

Christmas Draw

1st prize = £250.

2nd prize = £100.

3rd prize = £50.

4th prize = £50.

Subject to a minimum membership of 100.

Any queries contact Mark Taylor on 01608 730089
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HOOK NORTON FOOTBALL CLUB

As the sun sets on another surprisingly warm summer, and we thank our fellow
affiliated section – the cricket club – for handing over the pitches, and hope they've
had an enjoyable season.  We fit the 6th light Pylon nicely back into its spot and Football
season is back at the club…
It won't be long before it's dark by tea time for the MUGA, freezing on a Saturday
morning on the pitches and a job to see where one set of white lines leads to another
under the perils of endless rain! But don't despair – we love it – managers, players,
parents, supporters, bar staff and bacon buttie-makers are all ready to host and
welcome our forthcoming teams and opponents to the Bourne.
We welcome back Ian Porter, Junior Chairman and his many junior mangers, including
this year’s new (and very first) under 12's girls’ team. On the senior side, we welcome
back Joe Davies and Liam Shea, who have progressed from last year’s reserves
management team to our First team managers, bringing back with them a lot of very
talented, good-looking familiar faces from last year – ready to take on the challenge
of Hellenic League football once again. Also back (they thought they'd got away with
it) Layi, Darren and Dasher, our very own 3 musketeers, who have once again come
to our rescue. Mike Barlow takes the chairman's role once more. Martin and Leon are
again our youth Team managers for the under 16's & 18's and, of course, we always
welcome your good selves to come and watch the Lads (and Lasses) at the club, have
a cuppa or a pint and support your local teams – we may not all be village folk that
play here but each ‘n every one wears the Hooky badge with pride. We hope you all
enjoy the season whatever it brings, so here's to a successful one and ‘Up The Hooky’
!!!!
**HNFC - is now showing at a pitch near you! Saturdays and Sundays thorough to
April next year.

Colette Warner
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Car parking available for customers

Hook Norton Post Office & General Stores
1 Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, OX15 5EG

01608 737382

NOW OPEN on SUNDAY

New Opening Times
SHOP & POST OFFICE
Monday to Saturday
7.00 am to 6.00 pm
Sunday
10.00 am to 4.00 pm

Bread, loaves & pas�es every day•

Fresh vegetables & fruits•

Local milk, eggs & bu�er•

The cheapest wine in the village•

Sta�onery & much more•

•

while in store

We take all UK credit/debit cards•

FRESH SANDWICHES•

NATIONAL LOTTERY•

NEWSPAPERS•
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Jeff Sherborne
Transform your bathroom into a
 Shower Room in just a few days

SAVE WATER

SAVE TIME

SAVE MONEY

Ring Jeff at Milcombe
01295 720670 or 07778 804427

Email
jeff.sherborne@btconnect.com

Mr & Mrs. J Sherborne

5 Heath Close, Milcombe

Banbury

OX15 4RZ

MUSIC AT THE CROSSROADS
The 18th annual Hook Norton
charity music festival was held on
Friday 30 and Saturday 31 May.
Those who attended the event
were treated to two days of
excellent music and
entertainment. Unfortunately
despite careful efforts to contain
costs the attendance was down
and we did not raise the funds we
worked for, so we are not making
a call for donation requests.
Music at the Crossroads has been running for 18 years, including the time we knew
it as Folk in a Field, growing out from the traditional Rural Fayre. Over this period well
in excess of £80,000 has been raised and donated to the village and to village
supported charities under the umbrella of the Hook Norton Charitable Association
(HNCA). Apart from the monies raised, it has provided our village with a special annual
event bringing together our parish residents and families.
Many of the people growing up and living in Hook Norton will have happy memories
of this respected annual festival and have benefited from the funds raised, we hope
that it will continue but it needs support and some new ideas. The organising
committee are carefully considering what happens next, some committee members
are stepping down but new faces have come forward to be involved. More people will
be needed so, if you would like to be involved in the future of this event or just to
make comments, come along to the Brewery Visitor Centre on Wednesday 26
November at 7.30pm.
If you would like to express your thoughts, offer suggestions or come forward to help
you can also contact us via our website (www.hookymusic.co.uk) or send an email to
me

Pete Watkins, Hook Norton Charitable Association, petewatkins4@aol.com
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
“Make Hook Norton an even
better place to be, now and
for future generations”
This month represents a big
milestone for the Hook
Norton Neighbourhood Plan.
It has now been submitted to
Cherwell District Council to undergo an independent examination. CDC published our
plan on 11 September (http://www.cherwell.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning), which
is the start of a six week consultation period ending on 23 October. By the time you
read this, we hope to have appointed an independent examiner, and have timings
agreed for the examination to take place. Any representations made during the
consultation period will be considered as part of the examination.
The Independent Examiner will be considering a number of things, including:
· Is the plan compatible with the European Convention on Human Rights?
· Is the plan compatible with other EU obligations?
· Does the plan have regard to national policies and guidance issued by the

Secretary of State?
· Does the plan contribute to the achievement of sustainable development?
· Is the plan in general conformity with the policies in Cherwell District’s local plan?
When the examination is complete, and assuming no changes need to be made to the
plan, it will be put to the whole village in a referendum.
One of the underlying reasons for the Parish Council deciding to create a
Neighbourhood Plan was to protect the village from inappropriately large developments
being built against the wishes of the village. Unfortunately we were too late to have
an impact on the Bourne Lane development. However, now that the plan has been
submitted it does start to ‘carry some weight’ in planning decisions. So it was great
to see that there was much discussion of our plan during the Cherwell Council planning
committee’s debate and subsequent decision to reject the application for more than
50 homes in the field next to the school. The council also agreed that it is important
our plan makes as much progress as possible before any potential appeal by the
developers against the decision. We need it to carry as much weight as possible by
the time a planning inspector reviews the decision. So we hope and believe that we
have the full support of the district council to progress the plan as quickly as possible
in the next few months.
A Neighbourhood Plan provides a new way for local communities to influence the
planning of the area in which they live and/or work under a legal basis provided by
the Localism Act 2011.
In developing a robust and sustainable Neighbourhood Plan the Steering Group seeks
to both inform and involve the residents of Hook Norton. More information can be
found on the website www.hooknortonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk. And our Facebook
page www.facebook.com/HookNortonNeighbourhoodPlan You can also contact the
Steering Group Chairman Jonathan Muller on 01608 738295

Pete Watkins
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers to
support families with children under 5 in their own homes.
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you
befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!

Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk

More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Applicants will be subject to a CRB check Registered Charity No: 1114860

building a better future

SPECIALIST
LEGAL SERVICES FOR

WHEN IT REALLY COUNTS

DIVORCE, SEPARATION, CHILDREN
AND ALL ASPECTS OF FAMILY LAW

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
WILLS AND PROBATE

Nicky Gough MA MSc LLM, Solicitor
The Grain Store Springfield Farm Brailes Oxfordshire OX15 5JH

www.cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk
info@cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk

01608 686590

SAVE THE CHILDREN
AUTUMN FAIR

THURSDAY 23 OCTOBER 2014
At RYE HILL GOLF CLUB

Milcombe, near Banbury, OX15 4RU 10am – 4pm
Exciting stalls offering gifts for all the family, books, gourmet food, antiques,

jewellery, Charity Christmas Cards and lots, lots more.
Refreshments, light lunches and bar available

Entrance £3.00 per person
For more information about the Fair or the work of Save the Children

please contact Maureen Forsyth, 01869 338384, maureenforsyth@gmail.com
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2ⁿ� HOOK NORTON RAINBOWS
…would like to say a very big ‘Thank You’
to Nicky Holiday who has now left us for pastures new.
We also thank Sophie Martin for your help over the
past year and wish her the best for the future.

Sue Monelle, Rainbow Leader

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
This September sees the start of our new breakfast club; it can be used by anyone,
as it includes walking up to school. Please see the advert, our website
(www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk) or Facebook for prices and times. We are
having a Quiz at the sports & social club on Friday December 5, £10 teams of four.
Our Xmas Fayre will be on Sunday 30 November 4-6pm. Anyone who would like a
stall please contact Julie at playgroup.

Julie Riley, 730560

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton takes place in the Memorial Hall at the following times:

Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday

Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!
For more information please contact me

Vicky Shilham, 737985

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COUNTY LIBRARY
Our AGM on 3 September was well attended. It gave us the opportunity to say
farewell and thank you to two long-standing Committee members – Bob Calderan,
who has been in office as Secretary and then Treasurer for over 10 years, and Joyce
Hinton. We also welcomed to the meeting

· our new Library Manager, Karen Seymour, our Area Manager, Anne
Manwaring, our County Councillor, George Reynolds, who has supported us
throughout our campaign to keep the library open.

This was the most positive meeting we have held for several years, as we now know
that the future of our library is secure – for the next three years at least. For this
we have to thank the Parish Council for their pledge to provide funding; also our
members for their on-going support, many individual village groups and individuals
for their generous donations, and the volunteers who generously give their time to
support our Library Manager. If you have been into the library recently, I am sure
by now you will have met some of these volunteers, who will be playing an
increasingly important role as time goes on.
Our next fund-raising event is a Quiz, which takes place at the Sports and Social
Club on Friday 31 October, 7.30 for an 8pm start. There will be a raffle with some
fantastic prizes on offer. Please come and support us.

Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Welcome to autumn and the delights of that season of mellow fruitfulness.
We have had a lot of plays etc. featuring WWI but along comes a special – an
adaptation of Pat Barker’s ‘Regeneration’. You may recall the story is of shell-shocked
officers being treated at Craiglockhart Military Hospital; including Siegfried Sassoon
and Wilfred Owen. This is currently at the Royal Northampton and has received top
national reviews. Next stop is the Everyman at Cheltenham – 21 to 25 October;
thoroughly recommended.
An exciting production of ‘Othello’ at the Oxford Playhouse is on the same week (the
choice of Hooky Lit.), so you may need to wait for ‘Regeneration’ to move there
(18-22 November). At Stratford, ‘Love’s Labours Lost’ – and Won (‘Much Ado About
Nothing’) are on until next year in the main theatre. An interesting variation on
Shakespeare is a play I saw at the Young Vic last year called ‘My Perfect Mind’. Actor
Edward Petheridge rehearsed the role of Lear, only to suffer a major stroke just
before opening night. Petheridge, with Paul Hunter, brilliantly recreates what
happened – as he struggled to recover, the entire role of Lear still existed word for
word in his mind. A real joy – and it is now at the Birmingham Rep on 4-8 November.
Still in Brum, at Symphony Hall, on 31 October the great conductor Yuri Temirkanov
brings the St Petersburg Philharmonic to play Tchaikovsky – Violin Concerto in D and
Symphony No 6 Pathetique.
Not dissimilar but equally attractive (to me) is a concert at the Warwick Art Centre’s
Butterworth Hall on 7 October – the Russian State Philharmonic Orchestra has a feast
of Tchaikovsky (Symphony No 5) and Rachmaninov (Piano Concerto No 3).
As ever, Banbury Symphony keep the local flag flying at St Peter & St Paul’s Church,
Deddington on 22 November – Dvorak’s Cello Concerto & Shostakovich’s Symphony
No 5, plus Verdi’s Overture ‘Force of Destiny’.
Compton Verney continues to celebrate their 10th Anniversary – with an exhibition
of British Folk Art – to 14 December. This includes an interesting add-on of ‘Trench
Art from WWI – Art from Ammunition’!
London is awash with excellent exhibitions – ‘Late Turner – Painting Set Free’ at Tate
Britain to 25 January, has been well reviewed. Certainly his great work, ‘The Burning
of the Houses of Lords and Commons (1835), on loan from Philadelphia, is a treasure
to see. At virtually the same time the V&A show us ‘Constable: Making of a Master’.
What would Mr Turner have to say about that claim?
At the Royal Academy, the great Holocaust artist Anselm Kiefer is out to impress
with his memory, mystery and materials. Always interesting!
However I plan to go to St John’s Wood and the Ben Uri Gallery – an exhibition called
‘Refiguring the Fifties’ attracts me. It begins 13 November and runs through to 22
February. This examines the work of five figurative artists who, apart from Lowry, I
know little about: Joan Eardley, Sheila Fell, Eva Frankfurther and Josef Herman. It’s
never too late!
Oh, by the way, we did see some fine plays in Edinburgh; looking out to see if any
move into our ken here.

John Wheatley
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:
Emma Kane, Chairman Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chairman
Allison Hicks    Derek Brotherston
Peter Millar    Nick Casson
Jem Hayward   Charles Henderson
Nathan Matthews  Thomas Wright
Brian Griggs
Planning Update. Past and present applications can be viewed on Cherwell District
Council’s planning website.
14/00379/REM. Taylor Wimpey, Bourne Lane, reserved matters to outline application
11/01755/OUT. The Parish Council has objected to the application.
14/00844/OUT. Gladman Developments, Sibford Road, outline application for 54
houses. The Parish Council objected to the application. Cherwell District Council refused
it on 4 September.
Hook Norton War Memorial Hall. Repairs to the Memorial Hall roof are complete
and the newly decorated hall has re-opened. New blue curtains are on order.
Councillors are looking at the cost of replacing the windows with double glazed units.
Revised hire fees have been agreed (details are available from the Parish Clerk).
Cemetery. The Parish Council is seeking volunteers to join the ‘Friends of Hook Norton
Cemetery’ group to assist with general tidying and maintenance of the cemetery.
Please contact Councillor Allison Hicks at allisonhicks@tiscali.co.uk if you would be
willing to help.
Cemetery Compost Bin. Residents are politely asked not to put flower wrappings,
plastic or oasis in the new compost bin. Please put these items in the rubbish bin
provided.
Wheelbarrow. A wheelbarrow put in the cemetery for general use has gone missing.
Please return it if you have borrowed it.
Volunteers Required. The Parish Council is seeking more ‘environment champions’
to look after vegetation in areas of the village. Volunteers carry out minor work and
report anything to the Parish Council that they cannot undertake. If you are interested
in helping to keep your part of the village tidy, please contact Councillor Jem Hayward
at jem@briksdal.co.uk.
Environment Champions. During the summer the environment champions carried
out work on Watery Lane, Hollybush Road, and in the cemetery. The Parish Council
would like to thank these volunteers for their continued support, time and effort.
Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan (HNNP). The HNNP was sent to Cherwell District
Council (CDC) in July. CDC carried out checks on the Plan and sent it out for
consultation on 11 September. The consultation period ends on 23 October.
Local Footpaths. Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) recently wrote to the Parish
Council asking it to gather local opinion on popular and well used local footpaths.
Details were put on Facebook and the village website and members of the public
invited to add their views. A number of residents replied and from this it became clear
that all the footpaths around Hook Norton are used regularly. The Parish Council has
replied to OCC’s letter confirming this fact. Cllrs are, however, concerned that this
may be the start of the process of OCC declassifying lesser used paths.
Fix My Street – Residents can report defects in the highway to Oxfordshire County
Council on fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC
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WILDLIFE NOTES
What a wonderful summer we have had. After near record rainfall over the winter,
the past few weeks have certainly made up for the misery of a few months ago. Of
course we in Hooky, being much higher up than those in the Somerset Levels and
elsewhere, were not really affected by the effects of the seemingly continuous rain.
The local wildlife would seem to have taken a holiday judging by the lack of sightings
for this issue. However, as always, I am grateful to those of you who have been in
contact.

Tim and Isobel Boyes-Watson sent me this photo of
what they termed a “snakey caterpillar”, which lifted
one end when approached and which seemed,
worryingly for them, interested in attacking their
fuchsias! A larva that size and with those markings
would seem to indicate that it was the larva of an
elephant hawkmoth. Another hawkmoth sighting
was a hummingbird hawkmoth, noted by the editor.
It was feeding on a buddleia in his garden.
The Muller family have observed a hedgehog around
the side of their house on a few occasions. You may
recall from an earlier report that I had “captured”

one on my trail camera. So despite the fact that they are in decline there seems to
be a small population around the village.
Summer is usually a time for butterflies and this year has been no exception. Even
now as I write this during the first week of September, there are still plenty around.
Sarah Morris in Watery Lane has seen numerous dragonflies near her house, in addition
to noticing a toad sitting on her path one evening. Sarah is one of the village's
Environmental Champions and has expressed an interest in promoting wildlife habitats
around the village as well as one in her own garden. She is looking for others who
have similar ideas, so if you are interested she would be pleased to hear from you:
730467 or morris_sarah@btconnect.com
Finally, a kingfisher has been seen several times flying by the Rop Stream which must
mean that there are some fish present. However, they are not totally reliant on a diet
of fish and will eat insects and other small creatures.
As always, please continue to keep me advised of any wildlife sightings.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

HOOKY BREWERY SHOPPING
At Hook Norton Brewery, we sell more than beer!  Come and
have a look around our Visitor Centre for all your gifts, home
ware, clothing, chutneys, Christmas cakes, pies, pasties,
chocolates and a lot more, including a great selection of quality wine and champagne.
Come along and have a browse and maybe stay for a Ploughman’s Lunch or a coffee
and a slice of Double Stout Chocolate Cake!

Late Night Shopping – Friday 12th December, open til 8 pm

Come along to one of our late night shopping events 6th & 13th December to get all
your Christmas gifts and of course beer! Don’t forget to bring proof that you are a
Hook Norton resident to get 10% off your beer purchases – December/January only.
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YOGA & PILATES
Classes & Wellbeing Retreats

Yoga & Massage Therapy Detox Day – 10th January 2015
– Holycombe House, Whichford
Spring into the New Year with a day of yoga, massage with Linda and nutritious, homemade
warming food & drinks to energize the system and banish the winter blues! - £85.00

Yoga & Pilates Wellbeing Retreat – 16th- 23rd May 2015,
Uzumlu, Turkey
In our own private villa, with mountain & beach views and pool; daily yoga & Pilates, evening
meditation, complimentary massage & treatments, ensuite rooms (2 sharing only), breakfast,
welcome & leaving buffets and a trip out as a group.  - £495.00 per person, flights not included.

All levels welcome, no experience necessary
Friendly classes & 1:1 tuition in Hook Norton & Holycombe with Fran

Fran - 07950 424037/franyoga@rocketmail.com
www.frankirkyoga.moonfruit.com

Holistic massage & beauty treatments with Linda at The Touchworks
Linda – 01295 720237/www.thetouchworks.co.uk
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THE RECTOR WRITES
I am so grateful to the lovely people of this
wonderful village who have shown such kind and
generous consideration to me over the past six
months of me being out of circulation due to ill
health. The enforced inactivity has been, to say
the least, challenging! But it has given me time to
think less parochially, and ponder wider issues that
pose such a huge threat to our future security and
happiness.
We do seem to be overwhelmed, at the moment,
by thoughts of war – both past and present – and
it tends to make the future look pretty bleak. With
this year’s Remembrance Sunday marking the
centenary of the start of the Great War, there will
be a greater tendency to be looking backwards.
Remembrance is important. It is a bit like the old
adage that those who forget the past are in danger
of repeating it. The Bible never ignores the past mistakes, but it never dwells on them,
and the overriding message is not one of regret for what we can never change, but
of challenge to face up to the possibilities of what, with God’s help, we can yet become.
One of the ironies of today’s world is that while Western culture is seemingly more
permissive and laid back, in many respects it is more judgemental than previous
generations might have been. Political correctness, celebrity culture and social media
have all played their part in this. It means we know a lot more than our grandparents
would have done, not only about national and international affairs, but also about the
personal lives and opinions of individuals. Thus we too often judge the past by the
present. Forgiveness tends to be in short supply, and we find it harder to move on
from the past because it is not so easy to escape its presence. Information about all
of us is easy to find through online search engines, and it tends to be there for a very
long time even if it is no longer relevant or current.
We should never forget the past, whether as individuals or nations, but neither should
we dwell there, because the good news of the Gospel is that we don’t need to, and
life can actually be different. The past is often messy, whether our own personal past,
or the more expansive corporate pasts of our diverse cultures in which we are
implicated whether we like it or not! So we need to be looking forward, not backwards.
We need to be moving on, connecting the painful memories with a much greater and
more positive vision of what can be; confidently facing present challenges, and aspiring
to a better future that those who gave their lives in the past hoped we would one day
enjoy.
Please join us for our ‘Service of Remembrance’ at 10.45am. on Sunday, 9
November in St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton.
For further details of all that’s going on at St Peter’s (and not just on a Sunday)
see our notice boards and website, www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk or contact:
Lay Minister, Janet Collins (737081); Churchwarden, Mary Powell (737463)

John Acreman, 737223, john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Another year is now well under way at Great Rollright School. Everyone has settled
into their new classes; all of our new 4 year olds and our new staff are happy and
settled and we welcome all our new families. The school has grown over recent years
and we now have more families than ever! Following a brilliant year last year, with
terrific results for all of our children, we have – as ever – plans already in place for
lots of exciting learning throughout the year.
We have also started the school year with a full programme of after school clubs,
which are well attended.
Our very active parent support group, “The Friends” has been working very hard
already this year. In September, this group organised a highly successful Welcome
Party in the Village Hall, so that everyone in our school could feel part of our wonderful
school community. The Friends have many plans for social events, as this is a critically
important year for our school. As part of our drive to offer the very best opportunities
for all of the children here, we are going to build our much needed replacement
classroom. However, as we are having to fund the entire build ourselves, we still have
a considerable amount of money to raise! Look out for all the upcoming events so
that you can have fun and we can raise the funds we need.

Anne Hewett

‘CRAFTERNOON’ TEA
St Peter’s Church – Saturday 29 November  2.30pm.
Come and enjoy tea and cakes in St Peter’s, or the Youth Hall, while learning some
Christmas Crafts; tuition provided; small charge for some materials.   Places limited
so, for more info and venue details, or to book a place, please ring me.  £3.50

Jan Hughes, 737900, janhugs19@gmail.com



OCTOBER VILLAGE DIARY
9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays Baptist Hall

10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton - Thursdays Memorial Hall

10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays Baptist Hall

10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays St Peters

10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays Primary School

10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays Baptist Hall

10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes - Wednesday Memorial Hall

1.30 PM Pilates - Friday Primary School

5.00 PM The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 Youth Hall

6.30 PM Pilates - Sunday, Monday Primary School

7:00 PM Hooky Ukes - Mondays Sun Inn

7:00 PM Zumba Class - Thursday Primary School

8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton - Tuesdays Memorial Hall
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2 09:00 Rhythm Time Music Hook Norton School Study Centre

3 19:00 Family Bingo Sports and Social Club

6 19:00 Energize Youth Group for Yr 7 upwards Youth Hall

7 19:30 Local History Group Hook Norton Baptist Church Hall

8 14:30 Reading Group Library

9 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels Sun Inn, Hook Norton

9 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall

11 09:00 Village Market Memorial Hall

11 10:00 Cotswold Guild of Weavers Spinners and
Dyers AGM

Baptist Hall

15 19:30 Garden Club Memorial Hall

16 09:00 Rhythm Time Music Hook Norton School Study Centre

18 12:00 Apple Day Pear Tree Car Park

18 19:30 HN Brass Band autumn Concert St Peter's Church

20 19:00 Outlook Youth Group for Yr 10 upwards Youth Hall

21 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall

23 10:30 Carry On Learning Norman Matthews / St Peters Hall

26 "Four Legs..." Book Launch White Hills Veterinary Surgery

28 19:00 Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club Baptist Hall

30 09:00 Rhythm Time Music Hook Norton School Study Centre
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NOVEMBER VILLAGE DIARY
9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays Baptist Hall

10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton - Thursdays Memorial Hall

10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays Baptist Hall

10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays St Peters

10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays Primary School

10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays Baptist Hall

10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes - Wednesday Memorial Hall

1.30 PM Pilates - Friday Primary School

5.00 PM The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 Youth Hall
6.30 PM Pilates - Sunday, Monday Primary School

7:00 PM Hooky Ukes - Mondays Sun Inn

7:00 PM Zumba Class - Thursday Primary School

8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton - Tuesdays Memorial Hall

1 10:00 St Peter’s Church Craft Fair St Peter’s Church

3 19:00 Energize Youth Group for Yr 7 upwards Youth Hall

4 19:30 Local History Group Hook Norton Baptist Church Hall

7 19:30 CRUK Christmas Auction Sports & Social Club

8 09:00 Village Market Memorial Hall

8 10:00 Cotswold Guild of Weavers Spinners and
Dyers; Chairman's Challenge

Baptist Hall

9 10:30 Remembrance Sunday Service St Peter's Church

12 14:30 Reading Group Library

13 09:00 Rhythm Time Music Hook Norton School Study Centre

13 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels Sun Inn, Hook Norton

13 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall

15 Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date

17 19:00 Outlook Youth Group for Yr 10 upwards Youth Hall

18 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall

19 19:30 Garden Club AGM Memorial Hall

25 19:00 Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club Baptist Hall

27 09:00 Rhythm Time Music Hook Norton School Study Centre

27 10:30 Carry On Learning Norman Matthews / St Peters Hall
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PLEASE NOTE NEW CONTACT DETAILS

DENIS WYNN & CO
SOLICITORS

12A  NEW STREET                            TEL. 01608 643036
CHIPPING NORTON                                     01608 642157
OXFORDSHIRE   OX7 5LJ

    EMAIL : denis.wynnlaw@gmail.com

Conveyancing (written quotations on request)
Matrimonial & Family

Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business

Home visits easily arranged for the housebound
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GRANGE FARM FOODS
Handmade celebration cakes and chocolates for Birthdays,

Weddings and all other occasions.
Delicious catering menus for dinner parties, afternoon teas,

relaxed buffets or canapés.
We also produce handmade tasty dishes for you to freeze,

so if you don’t have the time to cook let us do it for you.
New – Cake Decorating courses now available!

Please call or visit our website for details www.grangefarmfoods.co.uk

Contact Jane Abbott at Grange Farm, Swerford, OX7 4AX.
Telephone: 01608 737313 or Email: jane@grangefarmfoods.co.uk.

Corporate and Trade enquiries welcome.
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LADIES NIGHT
AT HOOK NORTON

BREWERY
28th November 2014

7.00pm £5.00 per ticket
Enjoy a glass of wine and nibbles

whilst browsing for all your shopping
at our Christmas Mini Market.

TEL 01608 730384 FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR TO BOOK TICKETS.


