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FROM THE EDITORS
Sadly we report the deaths of
Elaine Joan (Min) Groome aged
63, Gladys Hoyle aged 82,
Pamela Samways and David
Wheatley. On behalf of the village
we send our condolences to their
families and friends.
This is my last edition as editor
of the Newsletter. We have lived
in Barnes for a month now, and
have very fond memories of
Hooky. Alan and I would like to
thank everybody who made living
in Hooky such a pleasure, and
hope maybe to bump into you
again one day.
Again, many thanks to the
people of Hook Norton.

Janice Salmon
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising Andy Horne
Page Layout Helen Foster / Andy Horne
Copy Editor CAN YOU HELP?
Distribution Verity Calderan
Proofreading Emma Callery
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter
Directory Diana Barber 737428

ADVERTISING RATES
SIZE MONO COLOUR
Third Page £10.00 £20.00
Half Page £15.00 £30.00

Please contact
advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

Donations can be put in the
Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to:

Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post
Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

NEX T ISSUE: APRIL
COPY DATE: 15TH MARCH

The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.

 www.hook-norton.org.uk/newsletter

Many thanks to Ali Rodwell
for the cover photograph
this month, taken mid
January in Hook Norton, not
the Andes!

VOLUNTEER ISSUE -
DON’T LET HOOKY DIE

Hook Norton has always relied heavily on volunteers to keep the village alive
and to run the many activities on offer in Hooky.
This issue of our Newsletter highlights this, and carries 12 requests for
volunteers, and that’s not including the Editorial Team!  And we need at least
two good and willing souls to keep the newsletter going.

Can you make 2014 the year when you make a new contribution to the village?

Local volunteer opportunities include editorial team and distributors for the
Newsletter, Library Friends, Guides, M@C, drivers for the volunteer transport
scheme, Hook Norton School helpers, champions for a small local green area,
Cemetery Friends, Red Cross collectors, CRUK and Katharine House Hospice.
Quite a list. So which is your challenge for 2014?
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Andy Mariner - Handyman services
� Painting & decorating

� Property maintenance & odd jobs

� Garden maintenance & clearance

� Small landscaping

Introductory rates available
Free quotes & advice provided – friendly & reliable - excellent references

Call 07984 819218 or email amariner@btinternet.com
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
Last term was as hectic as usual with the KS1 nativity and KS2 production,
Foundation Stage Christmas Party and theatre show, carols in the church
for the Tree Festival, recorder group playing at various community events
and the Christmas party  for older local citizens. They thoroughly enjoyed
the sherry and sandwiches and the KS1 performance of ‘Prickly Hay’. The
Christmas Fayre was a great success, raising much needed additional funds for ICT
and Father Christmas appreciated his new grotto in the study centre!
We were delighted to be in the top 1,000 schools in the country for our KS2 SATS
results this year and in the top ten in Oxfordshire, with 100% children reaching the
expected level (Level 4) and above in reading, writing, maths and science.
This term has already been very busy with the School Council showing the RSPB
around and demonstrating our eco-measures, we are busy organising our annual visit
to Sweden with Year 6 and thanks to local donations of bark (after a Year 6 campaign),
we will be putting the finishing touches to the new Wild Garden.
Mrs Groome, who was a teacher at our school for 20 years, sadly passed away after
a short illness over the Christmas holidays.  She was a teacher who cared passionately
about every child and believed that every child had a right to enjoy literature and a
love of learning. She enjoyed a joke and had a great sense of fun. When one particular
child, who was not renowned for his personal organisational skills, came into assembly
wearing only one shoe there was an outbreak of unseemly giggling from the adults,
initiated by Mrs Groome…
One of our teachers was taught by Mrs Groome, who inspired her to become a teacher.
She now reads the same stories to her class that Mrs Groome read to her as a child.
If you would like to support the school, we would welcome your help, particularly if
you can spare the time to volunteer regularly to read with children.

Mrs Belgrove

CHIPPING NORTON MUSIC FESTIVAL
FRIDAY 7TH MARCH - SATURDAY 22ND MARCH 2014

The Chipping Norton Music Festival is held during March each year.  One of the
oldest festivals of its kind, the Festival celebrated its centenary in 2004 and the
hundredth Festival in 2012.
Events for 2014 as follows:

The Allegri Quartet in their 60th Anniversary season
Eight in a Bar vocal ensemble

Masterclasses in piano, senior vocal and classical guitar
Youth Jazz Band Challenge.

The Festival is non-competitive and adjudicated by professionals; there are classes
in music and drama for all ages, individuals and groups ranging from piano, voice,
and composition through to verse-speaking, including Speech & Drama, folk, the
Hummer Prize for creative writing in memory of George Hummer, and the Youth
Jazz Band Challenge (in association with the Rotary Club of Chipping Norton).
The participatory classes are accompanied by a series of professional concerts, and
the culmination of the Festival is a concert presenting the highlights where various
trophies are awarded for outstanding performances from musicians and performers
of all ages.
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:

Neighbourhood Plan – a six-week consultation ended on 6 January 2014.
Volunteers required – The Parish Council is seeking ‘champions’ to co-ordinate
looking after vegetation in areas of the village a) by recruiting helpers to carry out
minor work and b) reporting anything to the Parish Council that volunteers cannot
tackle.  The Parish Council will support volunteers in the form of hiring tools,
printing flyers, etc.  If you are interested in helping to keep your part of the village
tidy, please contact Councillor Jem Hayward on jem@briksdal.co.uk.  More details
can be found on Facebook and the Village Website.
Memorial Hall – Oxfordshire County Council has agreed a grant of £3,794 towards
the repairs to the roof.  County Councillor Reynolds arranged for a grant of £1,000
towards repairs from OCC’s ‘Big Society Fund’.  The Parish Council has applied for a
grant from TOE2.
Cemetery - The Parish Council is seeking volunteers to join a ‘Friends of HN
Cemetery Group’ to assist with general tidying and maintenance of the cemetery.
In the first instance volunteers should contact the Parish Clerk at
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk Complaints have been received that dog
owners still allow their animals to run free and foul the cemetery.  This is very
distressing for people visiting the graves of loved ones.  Councillors ask that owners
keep their dogs under control and clean up after them.
Parish Precept – At the December meeting it was unanimously agreed that the
precept for 2014-2015 should be increased by £2k to £54k to accommodate increased
costs.
Appointment of Auditor for 2013/2014 Accounts – At the December meeting it
was unanimously agreed to appoint Mr D Ralls AAT; ACCA (part), Springfield
Avenue, Banbury to carry out the internal audit of the Parish Council and Memorial
Hall accounts for 2013–2014.
Housing Register - people with affordable housing needs are reminded to register
with Cherwell District Council without delay.  It takes a number of weeks for appli-
cations to be processed, perhaps too late for Hook Norton residents to be eligible for
any local properties that become available.
Fix My Street – Residents can report defects in the highway to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk  Once verified, OCC’s contractor
pledges to fix potholes within 28 days, 24 hours in an emergency and 4 hours for a
severe category.
Street Lighting – faults can be reported to Oxfordshire County Council on
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/street-lighting.

Rosemary Watts
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton Parish Council

Emma Kane, Chairman Roger Cooke
Peter Millar, Vice-Chairman Nick Casson
Allison Hicks Derek Brotherston
Amanda Watkins Charles Henderson
Graham Usher Thomas Wright
Jem Hayward
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“Make Hook Norton an even better place to be,
now and for future generations”

During the Pre Submission Stage, from 18 November 2013 to 6 January
2014, Parish residents were invited to comment on the draft. The Steering
Group wishes to thank all those who have taken time to provide feedback
and comments and attend the open sessions. This consultation stage is
now closed.
The next stage, now underway, is to process the responses and amend
the plan accordingly; this is followed by submission of the plan to Cherwell
District Council. Progress updates will appear on the website and the
Newsletters.
Once the Plan is finalised there will be a Referendum. If there is a majority
vote in favour at the Referendum, the Plan will become part of the
Development Plan for the area – that means it will sit alongside the
Cherwell Local Plan and any proposals for development will be assessed
against it.
The Plan, prepared under the provisions of the Localism Act, is based on
the results of consultation with people in the Civil Parish of Hook Norton
and sets out the future development of Hook Norton to 2031 as envisioned
by our residents.
There are many who feel that development is out of our hands and that
we are subject to the ‘powers that be’.  However, having a robust plan,
properly developed under the provisions of the Localism Act does
strengthen our position and provides valuable information to back up the
preferred course for future village developments and services.

A Neighbourhood Plan provides a new way for local
communities to influence the planning of the area in

which they live and/or work under a legal basis
provided by the Localism Act 2011.

In developing a robust and sustainable Neighbourhood Plan the Steering
Group seeks to both inform and involve the residents of Hook Norton.
More information can be found on the website
www.hooknortonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk. And our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/HookNortonNeighbourhoodPlan You can also
contact the Steering Group Chairman Jonathan Muller on 01608 738295

9
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Since the last Newsletter our speakers have been village residents, Roy Meadow
and Andrew Bowen. Roy spoke at the December meeting and gave us a fascinating
insight into his life as a GP in Banburyshire in the early 1960s.
Last month, Andrew gave those attending an idea of what it was like to be the
head of a village school. It was good to note that the audience was well behaved
and paid attention to the stories that Andrew felt able to repeat. We were left
wondering what was in the missing three pages of the school log book left by his
predecessor!
Recent meetings of the Local History Group have been attended by audiences of
well over fifty people.  We expect a similar turnout at our next meeting, on
Tuesday 4 February at 7.30pm, when Martin Fiennes will speak on ‘Broughton
Castle and the English Civil War’ – and who better to talk about our local castle
than a senior member of the family that has owned it for several centuries?
On 4 March, Tony Hadland will speak on the enticing subject of ‘William Gill – a
Victorian Explorer and Spy’!  Both meetings will be held in the Baptist Church
Hall at 7.30pm.  All welcome.
Meetings take place on the first Tuesday of the month in the Baptist Church Hall
at 7.30pm. However, refreshments are now served from 7.15pm rather than at
the end of the meeting. Non-members are more than welcome, a nominal charge
of £2 applies. For further information, please contact the secretary, David McGill,
on 737103 or email scotlandend@btinternet.com.

Any old Hooky films?
The Local History Group is going to make available through the forthcoming Village

History Website a number of films about Hooky made in earlier times.
There are more films than you might imagine, but the quality of our
current copies is not always good.  Do you have any copies, possibly
of films we have missed or simply better copies than we have so far
obtained?  If so, we’d be grateful if you
could let me know please (email:
donald.ratcliffe@history.ox.ac.uk).  We
will ensure that all necessary permissions,
etc., are sorted out, and originals
returned.

The films we currently have in mind are: Twenty-Four
Square Miles (1944), Ray Gosling’s A Village for
Christmas (1987), A Passion for the Countryside, the
films made by Mr and Mrs John Webb in the 1990s,
the Brewery’s Hooked on Tradition, and some film of
the railway that Martin Quartermain possesses.  We
are also trying to track down a copy of the Hook Norton
edition of the BBC Radio programme Down Your Way.
Any ideas? Any offers of loan? Donald Ratcliffe
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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WILDLIFE NOTES
As I write this during the second week of January it is still relatively mild for this time
of year. We have had few frosts or other signs of winter. Of course, it has been wet
and windy, however, compared with other parts of the UK we have been very lucky.
The wet weather may have been the reason that Tim Burchell saw a pair of mute
swans flying over Bourne Lane as there has been an increase in surface water in some
of the fields in the area. Continuing the theme of larger birds, Jon Peck reports seeing
a pair of cormorants flying over the barns at Redlands Farm. I always thought they
were found around the coast, but are now increasingly being seen inland. They may,
of course, been attracted by the prospect of the fish on the farm pond.
In winter it is not normal to see many butterflies, but Janet Curtis and others have
had a peacock butterfly in their respective houses recently. Maybe these creatures
are confused with the mild weather we have had of late.
Those of you who regularly walk in the fields behind the Brewery will know that it
looks as if a new river has appeared. It was here that a yellow wagtail was seen by
David Jones. As they are generally summer visitors to the UK, it is unusual to see
them still here in the winter months. Other avian sightings have been a goldcrest in
Fran King's garden, a blackcap in Michael Collier's and blackbirds munching the berries
on Jane Orchard's pyracanthra. Jane also mentioned seeing a red kite flying over the
village. Since their release in the Chilterns over 20 years ago, they have been
spreading their wings, so to speak, and are now to be found in many other parts of
the country.
Last time I briefly mentioned that a kingfisher had been spotted near the Rop Stream.
Ben Hill, who lives on Burycroft Road, told me that he has seen them on several
occasions as the stream passes through his garden. Indeed, he mentioned a ‘near
miss’ as one had narrowly avoided hitting him as it flew past!
On an early morning dog walk near the allotments just as it was getting light, I had
a fleeting glimpse of a barn owl as it flew over the hedgerow by the stream.
Turning now to mammals, Mike Batley saw a young muntjac on Burycroft Road whilst
walking his dogs early one morning. Roe deer are also a relatively common sight in
the fields around the village. Foxes, too, can be seen both during the day and after
dark. I was looking out of my office
window one day when one calmly
appeared from next door and
walked up our drive.
As a photographer I am always
looking for new subjects or a
variation on what I have already
photographed. I have a camera
trap and placed it for a few nights
at the end of November near a
badger sett. I have set it to record
10-second video clips and I
managed to get some good
footage, which can be seen on the
village Facebook page. A still image
of a pair of badgers accompanies
this article.
Please keep me advised of your wildlife sightings. You can either send me, David
McGill, an email scotlandend@btinternet.com or telephone on 737103.
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THE BELL INN: A FAMOUS OLD PUB
During the long dispute over the future of The Bell, the
present owners’ agent intimated that the building was
not historically a pub. It is probably true that it was
originally built for a different purpose, but the fact
remains that The Bell has a history as a pub probably
far longer than that of most hostelries. I have never
met a resident who was born in the village before 1930
who does not remember it as a pub, and the written
record suggests it goes back very much further than
that.
The Village Museum and Archive has copies of
Oxfordshire directories published between 1830 and
1899, though not for every year.  These reveal the
names of the gentle folk and businessmen in the village,
and most mention the proprietors of the public houses.
Pigot's Directory of 1830 tells us that Richard Tew is
proprietor of the Bell Inn, and Kelly's Directory records
John Smith in 1899. The other proprietors are regularly named during the intervening
period, but the fullest description of The Bell comes in the directory for 1876:
At that time there were two businessmen in the village named Harris.  John Harris
had founded the present brewery in 1849 and had already established a good
reputation as ‘brewer and maltster’.  The other was James William Harris, whose entry
for 1876 reads:

Bell Commercial Inn, dealer in wines and spirits, good stabling, lock-up coach
house, and loose boxes, horses and traps on hire.  Harris's Pale Ale and Stout.

This description makes The Bell sound something like a coaching inn, and certainly it
was long a centre of village affairs. Important village meetings were held there; about
1930 local Catholics regularly heard Mass there; and our house was sold there by
auction in 1885—for £160!
But can we push the date back earlier than 1830? Not with certainty, although there
are a couple of clues.  Firstly, Bell Hill was so called presumably because it led up to
The Bell.  At a time when there was no road in from Milcombe, a main access road
came through Swerford, continued along Brick Hill, over the stone bridge, and up
Middle Hill to the church and market place.  At some point, a second, wider street was
laid out forking to the right up the hill, but the only clue to the date is the date-stone
on the cottages at the top of this street, opposite The Bell, which says 1752.  We know
of no earlier name for Bell Hill.
Secondly, most pubs called ‘The Bell’ were so named because they stood on or near
the site where church bells had been cast. Before the coming of the railway (in Hooky’s
case in 1887), church bells had to be cast close at hand because of the difficulties of
transportation.  The oldest of our church bells were cast in 1599 and 1600, which is
too early for The Bell. The church accounts show payments for next major castings:
in 1743 when ‘the Great Bell was took up’, in 1753 when ‘the second bell was hung’,
and in 1755 for the ‘running the brass of the third bell’.
The coincidence of these two sets of dates suggests (but scarcely proves) that the
Bell Inn became a village landmark about 1750.  If so, it is especially sad if a pub
which has served the community for over 250 years has come to a final close.  But
that reminds us of the rich past all Hooky pubs have had, and I hope to return to them
on a future occasion. Donald Ratcliffe
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THE RECTOR WRITES…
In March, my dear friend John Taylor is going to retire.
He has been the Baptist Minister here for the last 16
years, and throughout his tenure the links between the
churches here have grown ever stronger.  We now support
each other and do so much together that our Lord’s
command that there should be unity within the Church is
actually being lived out in this community. I shall greatly
miss meeting John for prayer most Wednesday mornings,
but I know he will continue to pray for us because he’s that sort of person –
someone who knows the power of prayer and faithfully offers it!  We thank God
for John’s time here among us.
In view of John moving on to new things during Lent, we will not, this year, be
holding our usual joint Lent Course.  Instead, at St Peter’s, we are going to be
revisiting our Mission Statement, which was drawn up ten years ago!  For those
who don’t know how it reads, this is what we’ve been hoping to aspire to:

In the power of the Holy Spirit
to bring all people of all ages
into a living relationship with Jesus.
By the Word of God
by prayer, worship and fellowship
to nurture faith
and encourage all to use their God-given gifts
to enrich the life of God’s family in this place.

We are planning a couple of Wednesday evening meetings to tease out how well,
or not, we have lived up to these aspirations, and how an amended statement
might be a more useful tool for the church to use in its on-going ministry and
outreach to today’s Hook Norton community.  So it’s certainly not something for
just ‘church attenders’ to be involved in.  We would love to have input from anyone
who feels they have something to offer, that would help us be a more effective
presence in this place!  So why not come along and help us find a better way?
For further details of our ‘Mission Statement Meetings’ and all that is going on at
St Peter’s during Lent, see our noticeboards and website, www.stpeters-
hooknorton.org.uk,  or contact: The Rector, John Acreman (737223) Email:
john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com or our Lay Minister, Janet Collins (737081)
or the Churchwardens, Pam Horne (730604) and Mary Powell (737463)

John Acreman

HOOKY CHRISTMAS CANTER
The race was not all about winners, as at least a third of the near
180 starters competed in fancy dress. Banbury Harriers all dressed
as pirates, with others in fairy costumes or furry animal suits. The
pirate attire claimed the best fancy dress prize, with seven of them
crossing the finishing line in a row. Banbury Harriers coach Mike
Hughes said: “This was the seventh Canter and certainly the best
yet, also the toughest weather wise, with excessive mud on the
non- road areas and wind and rain in general.”
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THE NEWSLETTER NEEDS YOU!
In October 1999 a new-ish arrival to the village was reading the village
newsletter.  It contained a desperate plea from the Editor of the day for help.
Without it she would have to close it down.  That new arrival poured another
glass of wine, took a deep breath, picked up the phone and the rest is history.
But after 14 years, it is time to move on.  There is a similar story for Andy at
the beginning of 2002.  And again it is time to move on.  Janice has already
moved on - literally in her case, to Barnes - and we will have to cover for her.
Andy and I have set ourselves the time limit of the June edition of the
Newsletter to step down.  Andy has increasing commitments and I have run
out of inspiration after all the years.  I’m even up for a job swap if someone
else is would like a change of volunteering scenery too.
It would be good to think that the Newsletter will continue after June, but this
is looking unlikely right now as there have been no volunteers to take over
any part of production, other than from people who already do so much for
their fellow villagers that they have no spare time at all!
The newsletter is only published every other month.  We need someone to act
as copy editor and someone as layout editor. You could job share, and only
do every other edition. Training and support freely provided.

COME ON - WHO IS UP FOR THE CHALLENGE?
Helen (Editor)
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building a better future

SPECIALIST
LEGAL SERVICES FOR

WHEN IT REALLY COUNTS

DIVORCE, SEPARATION, CHILDREN
AND ALL ASPECTS OF FAMILY LAW

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
WILLS AND PROBATE

Nicky Gough MA MSc LLM, Solicitor
The Grain Store Springfield Farm Brailes Oxfordshire OX15 5JH

www.cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk
info@cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk

01608 686590

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Would you like to make better use of your PC?

Upgrades

Repairs

Internet Connections

Email Configuration

“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers•
to support families with children under 5 in their own
homes.
Full training and expenses provided.•
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you•
befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!

Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk
More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Applicants will be subject to a CRB check Registered Charity No: 1114860



BAPTIST CHURCH
Hello and Goodbye
Well it’s goodbye from him and goodbye from her!
Many of the readers will know by now that we will
be leaving the pastoral ministry and leadership of
the Baptist Church after the second week in March.
John having reached retirement age and following
50 years in the world of work we think it’s time to
take things a little more slowly. Our time in Hooky seems to have gone by so
quickly, but in fact it’s now over 16 years since we moved from London to our
home in Chipping Norton to take up the task of Baptist ministry here. It has been
hard work – village churches are – but it has also been a delight and a privilege
to serve the people of Hook Norton.
I have greatly benefited from the challenge and opportunity to preach and teach
from God’s word – the Bible – week by week and I trust others have also been
blessed by this ministry. During our time here we have also seen many of the
village children grow up to become fine young men and women – we are thankful
for the small part we have had in helping to guide and nurture these precious
young lives through the children’s work and activities. It has been encouraging
to see this vital ministry amongst children and young people develop in recent
years, particularly in partnership with our friends at St Peter’s Church. We are
also pleased that so many village groups are able to enjoy the improved facilities
of the Baptist Church Hall.
We shall be keeping in touch as we are not planning to move away from the area
in the near future. John will continue to play Eb Bass/Tuba with Hook Norton
Brass Band and will probably join the weekly Tuesday Art Group and the monthly
Thursday Carry on Learning Group that meet in the church hall. By the way, John
is booked for this group Thursday 27 March to speak on the City of London and
his previous work as chaplain to the City Police. We will also be helping out as
volunteers at the Monday Care Group/Day Centre on a monthly basis.
Our prayers for the Baptist Church are that they will know the Lord’s guiding and
providing for future leadership and ministry in Hook Norton. To the village
community may we say this – when it comes to village churches, as with other
services – use them or you’ll lose them.
May the Lord richly bless you all
With our love and prayers

John & Jane
PS Our good friend Jonathan Veira (following a successful UK tour), is in concert
at Chipping Campden School on Saturday 1 March 2014. For ticket & details,
telephone 01608 650 680 or email alanslough@btinternet.com
PPS The farewell service for John and Jane is at the Baptist Church on Sunday
16 March, 6.30pm. The guest speaker is Rev Collin Norris (SCBA Area Minister).
All are welcome.
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793
Opening Hours Monday   2–5pm  6–7pm
                          Wednesday  2–5pm
                          Friday   2–5pm  6–7pm
                          Saturday 9.30am – 12.30pm
Hello,
Rather belatedly, thank you for all your good wishes and cards for Christmas.
I would like to remind you of the Rhymetime for Under-5 year olds, which
take place the first Wednesday of the month from 2pm to 2.30pm in the
Reading Room. No ticket or pre-booking needed. Just come along and have
some fun, there is a lovely group of children that come of varying ages.
There is now a volunteer who can assist people wishing to research their
ancestry online, and can be available on Friday afternoons from 2pm. A
computer and the reference computer will be made available for these
sessions. If you would like to book a session (initially for one hour), please
telephone the library on 01608 737793. There will still be one computer
available for public use while these sessions are taking place, which can be
booked in advance for a one-hour session or can be used anytime if not
pre-booked.
As you may know, there is free access here to Ancestry online and Find My
Past, and FOHNCL (Friends of Hook Norton Community Library) continue to
buy Who Do You Think You Are? magazine, which can be read here or past
issues may be borrowed.
There is also a designated children’s computer for use by under-15 year olds.
Thank you all for your continued support.
Regards,

Janet May, Library Manager

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH TRANSPORT TO APPOINTMENTS?
We run a volunteer transport scheme, funded by Cherwell District Council. This

service is for those people with problems
accessing public transport and who cannot
get to important appointments, such as
hospital, GP, dentist, shopping and social
events. The drivers give their time freely
and there is a charge of 45p per mile to
cover their petrol costs. We also need
drivers in the Hook Norton area!

Our contact number is: 0845 815 0087
pip.dealtry@volunteerconnect.org.uk

Pip Dealtry
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Private Tuition For

 ‘LAMDA EXAMS’
(A LAMDA Exam is the speech and drama equivalent of a music grade)

For more information please call

Sarah Brown

Tel: 01608 730691
or 07973 199520
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SOUTH CENTRAL AMBULANCE SERVICE
NHS FOUNDATION TRUST -

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY RESPONDERS
We thought it might well be a good idea to provide an update on the village
SCAS First Responder brigade now that 2013 has concluded.
The Hook Norton Community Responders are five volunteers based in Hook
Norton who are trained to respond to Emergency calls requesting the
attendance of an Ambulance via 999 or 111. Trained by the Ambulance Service,
we are called out at the same time as the Ambulance in a First Responder
capacity, each of us carrying defibrillator and associated equipment.
Between us we endeavour to cover the village 24/7. In 2013, we responded
to 80 incidents, the majority being in Hook Norton. However, we have also
attended incidents in Chipping Norton, Enstone, Heythrop, Rollright, Swerford,
Sibford, Wigginton, Barford St Michael, Milcombe, Bloxham and Epwell!!
We currently respond via dedicated Ambulance Service mobile phone -
reception can be a problem! – but plans are in place to complement these
phones with dedicated pagers. As finance is restricted, we hope to have a
fund-raising event this year to raise funds towards the new pagers – watch
this space !!

Martin Quartermaine

ST PETER’S CHURCH 200 CLUB
There has been a church at St Peter’s for over 1,000 years. During that time
it has been at the centre of Hook Norton life and witnessed the milestones in
the lives of the villagers, such as christenings, weddings and funerals, and
been the focal point of the village when marking national events.
In recent years, the church has been the venue for Font Café on Tuesday and
Saturday mornings and has been used for concerts and fundraising events,
such as the annual Craft Fair and the recent Christmas Tree Festival.  Despite
these fund-raising events and the regular giving of the congregation, St Peter’s
is struggling to cover its running costs and, at a recent Church Council meeting,
it was decided to start a 200 club to help to give the church a regular income.
There will be monthly draws and it will cost £5 a month to be a member.
We hope that the club will be supported by villagers who don’t regularly attend
church, but would like to come to church for weddings, baptisms and funerals
and other events, and also by parents of children who attend The Drop (the
youth club run by the local churches in the Youth Hall).
It is anticipated that membership forms will be available in the spring and that
the 200 Club will hold its first draw in the summer.  If you are interested in
helping set up and/or running the club, please contact Mark Taylor on 01608
730089.
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Already settled back into school, it seems like Christmas was ages ago! We
had such a wonderful time before Christmas, with the children in the Woodland
and Meadow classes putting on a delightful nativity play. Our turkey lunch was
delicious and we enjoyed a surprise visit from Father Christmas! We ended
the term with a carol service planned and delivered by the Mountains and
Ocean class, complete with readings prepared by the children as part of their
RE lessons.
We are very proud to have received excellent feedback from our recent church
inspection, which identified the way in which children in our school ‘thrive in
a loving environment, knowing they are cared for and safe.’
It is lovely to have everyone back for the start of a new year, and to welcome
Mick Soper to the school community. Mick will be driving our school bus, which
brings almost half our children into school from Chipping Norton.
The Friends of Rollright have started the year with a busy programme of
fundraising and social activities. Earlier this term we held a successful bingo
evening, and we are looking forward to our family party on Valentine’s Day.

Anne Hewett
Headteacher at Great Rollright C.E. Primary School

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION – HOW IT HAPPENS
As the co-coordinator of the distribution, I want to thank on our behalf
the 26 volunteers who deliver the Newsletter through your letterbox
every other month. KMS print 1,000 copies, which I collect on the last
day of the month, usually a Friday, sort and deliver the next morning
with the help of my 'driver' Fiona so that they can be delivered to every
house in the village and the surrounding farms as soon as possible.
Later in the week I place some copies in the shop, Post Office, church,
library and school.
The volunteers have all sorts of demands on their time, but rest assured
you will receive your copy within a few days.
Many of the deliverers have being doing the job for a long time and
some reluctantly tell me they need to retire. If you feel you would
like to help, please let me know; I do keep a list of those who
are happy to help out on a one-off basis, especially at holiday
time.
Finally, I know we would all like to thank Andy, Helen and Janice for
producing the Newsletter without fail every two months. They
deserve a break.

Verity Calderan calderan@totalise.co.uk
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Personalised design
service and
consultancy in your
own home.

Beau�ful Bespoke Curtains,
Roman & Roller Blinds & So�
Furnishings, handmade to
the highest standard

Advice on every kind of
Fabric from numerous
suppliers

Stylish complimentary
Cushions & Loose

Covers

Re‐upholstery service

Custom made Bedspreads &
Headboards

New Sofas & Chairs

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145

email: info@annwoolgrove.com

www.annwoolgrove.com

01295 788845
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NEW YEAR, NEW START ON FOOD RECYCLING!
UK households throw away a massive £12 billion worth of food each
year. By taking a few simple steps to avoid wasting food, the average
Cherwell household can save up to £50 each month and contribute to
the same environmental impact of taking one in five cars off the road!
Top four tips to reducing food waste:
1 Make a shopping list and only buy what you need. We tend to overbuy
and overcook and it can lead to food going to waste.
2 Make the most of your freezer. Freezing leftovers on the day they
were cooked means they can be eaten up to a month later.
3 Check your dates. Try to cook food with earlier dates first. Never eat
food past its ‘use by’ date, but ‘best before’ dates should be safe to eat
later on – it just may no longer be at its best.
4 Plan meals in advance. Plan your meals over a few days, checking
what you have and need to get so that you can use up anything left in
the fridge or cupboards can help make sure everything gets used up.
Cherwell provides food-recycling collections, helping to ensure that not
only is waste food kept out of landfill, it is being used as a resource.
When collected, the food waste gets composted in large-scale plants,
like the one used by Cherwell at Ardley. Food waste collections mean
around one-third of the waste we throw away can be composted. Food
can be put in the bin loose, in compostable liners or wrapped in a couple
of sheets of old newspaper.

Andrew Jenkins,
Recycling Officer, Cherwell District Council

STOUR SINGERS –
CHORAL MUSIC IN THE COMMUNITY

Stour Singers’ December 2013 concert combined Mendelssohn, Britten
and solo harp music (not forgetting the opportunities for audience
members to sing carols) to delightful effect, and Richard Emms is now
introducing the choir to Brahms’ beautiful German Requiem, written in
the 1860s, to be performed (sung in English) at St. Edmund’s Church
in Shipston on 10th May.
It has been encouraging to welcome new members to the choir this
January – and Stour Singers is open to all who simply enjoy making
music together. If you would like to know more about the choir, do
contact the Deputy Manager – Yvonne Ridley – at 01789 269587.
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
Village Champions needed!
We are looking for new Village Champions to help
us promote KHH’s various fundraising events and
initiatives by putting up posters and flyers
throughout your local community in shops, post
offices and prominent noticeboards. If you could
spare a couple of hours every month to help us we
would be very grateful! To become a Village
Champion please call Helen or Sarah on 01295
812161.

Care for a Cuppa? Saturday 1st–Sunday 9th March 2014
Brighten up the dark winter months by taking part in our brand new Care for a
Cuppa? fundraiser! We would like to invite you to organise a coffee morning or
afternoon tea for Katharine House during these dates. Invite your friends and
family around for a cuppa, cake and chat and we will provide you with a Care for
a Cuppa? fundraising pack complete with posters, balloons, recipes and top tips
to make your event a success. Simply ask for donations on the day for coffee
and cake, or hold a raffle or sweepstake for something a little different. You can
hold your Care for a Cuppa? at home, at work, at school or at your local club or
society – the possibilities are endless!
We would also like to invite local cafés, pubs and restaurants to hold their very
own Care for a Cuppa? – or even a Care for a Curry or Cocktail?! For more
information, please call Helen Mariner on 01295 812161 to order your Care for
a Cuppa? fundraising pack!  Every penny that you raise by organising a Care for
a Cuppa? event will make a tremendous difference to local patients and their
families. Thank you

The Oxford Concert Party at Broughton Castle
We will be holding this extra special concert in the magnificent medieval Great
Hall at Broughton Castle, on Saturday 22 March at 7.30pm.  Once again, the
renowned Oxford Concert Party will perform a wonderful evening’s entertainment.
Described as ‘Europe’s only Baroque and Tango Orchestra’, OCP’s repertoire
includes original compositions, Vivaldi, Piazolla, French café music, Argentinian
tango, Irish laments and Finnish polkas.  Tickets are £25 from Fundraising (01295
812161 or email sarah.brennan@khh.org.uk) and include a glass of wine and
nibbles.  We would encourage supporters to book early to avoid disappointment
– the last performance sold out and places are limited.

Zumba 2014
To all keen Zumba enthusiasts, look out for our fantastic brand new Zumbathon,
taking place in April 2014.  Why not get a team together and make it part of your
New Year fitness routine?  Keep an eye out at www.khh.org.uk or Facebook to
find out more!
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Festival of Open Gardens 2014
We would love to hear from anyone who would like to open their garden to raise
money for the Hospice in 2014.  Your garden would be featured, along with all
the others, in a programme that will be distributed to all our supporters with our
spring Newsletter in late March/early April.  Last year’s festival raised almost
£7,000 towards hospice care.  We already have supporters opening their gardens
in Broughton, Bloxham, Middleton Cheney and Farthinghoe and would be
delighted to hear from anyone else willing to take part in our festival.  For further
information, please telephone Nicky on 01295 812161.

Katharine House Hospice Lottery
Our lottery is a vital income source for Katharine House, having raised over £1
million since May 2000.  If you’re stuck for a birthday present idea, we have a
variety of Lottery Gift Membership solutions.  For £1 per week you might get a
phone call on a Friday morning from Wendy our Lottery Administrator telling you
that you’ve won £1,000 – Wendy loves making that call!  For more information,
call the Lottery Office on 01295 812161 or email lottery@khh.org.uk.

Save the date: Midnight Walk
June 2014
Our Midnight Walk will be on
Saturday 14 June, details and
application forms will be included
with our spring Newsletter
despatched to supporters towards
the end of March. They will also be
available from Fundraising (01295
812161) from March onwards.
Last year this fantastic event
raised almost £75,000, a fantastic
sum!

Thank you, Sarah Brennan
Community Fundraiser

WELCOME TO HOOKY MARKET
The Market is held on the second
Saturday of each month from
9.00am till 12 noon at the Memorial
Hall. It's been running for over 30
years and if you are new to the
area, is a friendly venue where
stallholders are happy to chat and
answer questions about the village
and it's history.  Stalls include fresh
meat and farm produce, cakes and
pastries, garden equipment, tools,
flowers and plants, Fair Trade,
cards, books, toys, computer and
household goods. Refreshments inc
toasted tea cakes are available.
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We are a

MASTERS  OF  COLOUR
SALON

achieved in London  with  Schwarzkopf  International

We  can do ‘Hair Up’ for Weddings, Parties and Balls.

Open until 8pm on Tuesdays

Come along  and  meet  us

Telephone: 01608 737073



CAN YOU SPARE A FEW HOURS TO COLLECT FOR
THE BRITISH RED CROSS IN HOOK NORTON?

Anne Evans writes:
Owing to other commitments I am unable to continue to organise the
door-to-door Red Cross collection in the village. Last year the total raised was
nearly £500 and over the years generous villagers have contributed thousands
of pounds to this worthwhile cause. If anyone is able to take over from me, I
would be pleased to tell them what is involved.
Cheryl Tree, Community Fundraiser, writes:
Together we can make a world of difference.  Every May dedicated volunteers
across the country spare a few hours to give friends and neighbours the chance
to save and change lives.  We are looking for volunteers who are able to collect
house to house (between 4 and 10 May), from their street and neighbours in
Hook Norton.
Join volunteers across Oxfordshire who are helping vulnerable people in our
communities and abroad, just by knocking on friendly doors and strolling
around familiar streets.
If you would like to know more, or think you can help, please contact Cheryl
Tree, Community Fundraiser on 01235 552 680 or ctree@redcross.org.uk.
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HOOK NORTON WI
We enjoyed our annual Christmas shopping trip.  This year
we went to Solihull.
At our November meeting we were entertained to a very
humorous and interesting talk by William J French about
being a butler to royalty. He told us he started his career
in 1980 when he joined the Royal Navy and trained as a
steward.  During this time he served on Royal Yacht
Britannia and then on to the Falklands serving on HMS
Battleaxe and HMS Broadsword.  When he left the Navy in 1989 he continued
his career as a butler working for many VIPs as well as various members of
the Royal Family.
At the beginning of December we had our Christmas lunch at The Sun. The
festive spirit continued in December at our next meeting. Some of the recorder
group from the school came and entertained us.  Afterwards a very tasty tea
was eaten by everyone and presents were given out.
Our next meeting in February we will be having Penny Noble coming to speak
to us about ‘History in the Making’.

Doreen McLaughlin
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
A happy New Year and many hours of enjoyable plays, exhibitions and concerts.
In these last weeks, travelling has not been an attractive proposition so, although
I sincerely hope the weather will vastly improve, I start with local delights. Firstly
Chippy Theatre continues its cycle of homegrown productions – and the latest,
starting on 27 February, is an excellent Michael Frayn play ‘Alarms & Excursions’.
Support and enjoy, I say.
Later, on 29 March, the Theatre welcomes the Icarus Collective, which presents
another great playwright’s work – Ibsen’s ‘Hedda Gabler’. I have seen this play
three times and never tire of its amazing power and drama.
The Mill at Banbury plays its part too. On 19 March, Shifting Sands Theatre
presents Chekhov’s ‘The Seagull’ – again drama at its best.
Before that, between 5 and 8 March, in Yasmina Reza’s ‘God of Carnage’, tensions
are explored as two sets of parents meet to resolve a playground assault involving
their young sons – it is a very good play. I am sure the Banbury Cross Players
will do it justice.
Oxford Playhouse are also in the big league of writers with Brecht’s ‘The Caucasian
Chalk Circle’ (5-8 March) and then (18-22 March) Tennessee William’s ‘A Streetcar
Named Desire’.
These two excellent plays are matched by Brian Friel’s ‘Translations’ (1-5 April). Friel
is considered one of the greatest living English-language dramatists, which makes
this play particularly fascinating as it is based upon the supposed inability of the
characters, Gaelic-speaking Irish and the British soldiers in 19th-century Donegal,
to understand what the other is saying (although to us, the audience, it is all in
English!). What more can I say – it is the choice of the Hooky Literature Group!
One last recommendation – at The Swan Stratford, the stage adaptation of Hilary
Mantel’s ‘Wolf Hall’. Five star reviews indicate this particular play is a history
lesson par excellence – a triumph of storytelling. It runs to 29 March.
Again local galleries are at the fore; Compton Verney celebrates its 10th
anniversary with an exhibition of the sculptures of Moore & Rodin. Part set in the
wonderful Capability Brown parkland, this is a real coup for CV – and for us! It
runs from 15 February to 31 August.
Move over to Warwick Arts Centre (Mead Gallery) and up to 8 March we can see
examples of ‘land art’ in Britain. Titled ‘Uncommon Ground’, there are works by
Antony Gormley, Andy Goldsworthy, Richard Long and many others. The last
time I saw this type of ‘sculpture’ was at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park and very
impressive it was too!
Also at Warwick – the Butterworth Hall – on 13 March, the young professional
players of the European Union Chamber Orchestra (forget politics!) have a
fabulous-sounding programme of Handel, Bach and Vivaldi. In February, 19 and
20, at Birmingham’s Symphony Hall, the CBSO play Mozart (Overture to ‘Magic
Flute’ & Piano Concerto No24) and Elgar’s Symphony No1.
Then our own Banbury Symphony Orchestra comes out with all guns blazing on
29 March (at St Mary’s Church) with Rossini (The Thieving Magpie), Grieg
(Symphonic Dances) and Berlioz (Symphony Fantastique).
All in all, a veritable feast of classical music. John Wheatley
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GENERATION GAMES
Generation Games is a fantastic initiative
from Age UK Oxfordshire and partnered with
the Oxford University Hospitals NHS Trust.

Its prime function is to get over-50 year olds more
active and reaping the many benefits of exercise.
This service will create a personal programme of
activities for

you, provide support and help to
ensure your safety. We also have a
home-based exercise DVD, which is
FREE to the over 50’s in Oxfordshire
and can also be viewed online; it is a
fantastic exercise video that is suitable
for everyone, whatever your ability or
fitness level. The DVD works in tandem
with the Generation Games website, an
excellent tool to create your ideal
exercise and activity programme with
information on over 1,000 activities.

Activity/Exercise Providers
Wanted!

We are looking for more activities and

exercise classes located in the Hook
Norton area to be added to the
Generation Games website.
If you run an exercise class or organise
activities where the emphasis is on
physical exercise, then we would love
to hear from you.  We will add your
activity details to our website for FREE
and you can reap the benefits of
increased awareness for your activities.
Contact us today on
www.generationgames.org.uk or
01235 849403.
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES
The guides have had a very active time leading up to Christmas.
1st Hook Norton Guides took part in a bag packing session at Marks
& Spencer’s, Banbury, at the end of November, to help raise money
for the Cherwell Division Guiding.  We raised just over £160 in 2
hours, with 15 Guides and Senior Section members taking part.
 Between the two units we have two girls who have been selected for international
selection and three girls who have been selected for a European trip. Please look out
for their fund-raising ideas in the village and you will hopefully hear how their trips
go in due course.
Our last meeting of the term is traditionally a trip to Hilltop Garden Centre, Finstock.
We hired the open-air ice rink for our sole use and the guides loved it. They wrapped
up in their warm coats, Christmas headgear and gloves and enjoyed hot chocolate
and lovely sponge cake afterwards, although it was the adults watching who needed
it to warm them up!
On 7 December, we took the guides to see Scrooge at The Mill, Banbury, which was
an excellent show.  It involved us being part of the production.  Jodie and Georgina
were actually on the stage dressed up
with a few others from the audience and
the rest of us took part in the songs
during the performance.   A good time
was had by all and good to support a nice
local theatre.
We went to Beechaven in Chipping
Norton to sing carols to the residents,
which they love.  It is good for the guides
to do this and even though we never
practice the singing, it is always a good
show put on for them.  The guides wore
their Christmas headgear to look the part.
They always like to do lots of crafts and
so this year they made decoupage reindeer, sparkly stars and paper decorations.  We

made the decision to incorporate the items to decorate our
tree for the Christmas tree festival as "'Twas the Night
Before Christmas".  The reindeer had labels on and our unit
neckers too! The guides helped with the games, activities
and refreshments over the weekend before Christmas in
the church, increasing the amount of community service
that they do for the village.
After Christmas we welcomed three new girls who have
joined us from Brownies, which brings our total to 25.
 Please check out the poster in this Newsletter, which is
requesting help for Teresa and me.  If you feel that you
can spare a regular weekly commitment, that is what we
are looking for – nothing else at the moment.  Please do
get in touch.
We are looking forward to attending the village panto at
the end of January to support some of the guides who are
taking part. Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com
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MUSIC AT THE CROSSROADS 2014
Friday 30 and Saturday 31 May.

Our annual charity village music festival is now in its 18th year!
More information will follow in the next edition of the Newsletter and
can be found on the website www.hookymusic.co.uk.
The event has been brought earlier in the year to avoid clashes with other
events. The festival will be under cover in a large marquee, so there’s no
need to be concerned about the rain!
The Hook Norton Charitable Association aims to provide quality
entertainment while raising much-needed funds for our village
organisations. Since 2001, the Festival has raised more than £66,000 for
charitable causes. We thank all those who have supported the event and
look forward to seeing you again this year.
Donations for 2013 were made to Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research,
Hook Norton Care Group, St Peter’s Church, FOHNL, Fire Service Fund
and Air Ambulance, Hook Norton Primary School, Hook Norton Pre-School
Playgroup, Katharine House Hospice, ATC Chipping Norton, Brownies,
Beavers, Girl Guiding, Cubs and Rainbows.
The festival has presented a wide range of musical styles, from blues,
rock, country, jazz and folk, combining local talent with fine acts from
further afield.
Music at the Crossroads is one of few annual events that bring the village
together for a family day of entertainment with music and amusements.
It can be so much more with your help. If you represent any local groups
that would like to get involved, please contact us! You can raise money
for your cause and be part of your annual village festival.
We are looking for help in running Music at the Crossroads and for new
ideas. If you would like to contribute in some way, please contact us
through our website or email  Pete Watkins: petewatkins4@aol.com

Hook Norton Charitable Association
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HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
We will be saying goodbye to two valued members of staff this term. Charlie
Smith is leaving us for pastures new. We wish her luck in her new position
with Thompson Holidays and thank her for her hard work in the time she has
been with us. Emma Cobb-Pearson is expecting a new arrival and will be
leaving us (briefly we hope) to take maternity leave.
Forthcoming events:

Quiz: 28 February, 8pm at the Sports and Social Club. Teams of four,
£10 per team.

Spring Fayre: 23 March, 2–4pm at Playgroup.
Maxine Shepherd

THE COTSWOLD DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY
The next lecture will take place on Wednesday 12 February. The title is ‘Painting
the Psalms: Books Illustrated for Personal Devotions in Medieval England’ by
Richard Lockett.
Lectures take place at Bradwell Village Hall, Burford OX18 4XF and begin
at11am with complementary coffee and tea from 10.15 to 10.45am. Non-
members are very welcome, no need to book (suggested donation £8).
For more information see our website http://www.cotswolddfas.org.uk/.

Robin McCulloch

BRITISH RED CROSS
DANCE COMPETITION 2014

British Red Cross calls for Oxfordshire young people to get their dancing shoes
on for a good cause.
Dance: Make Your Move is dedicated to bringing young people from local
communities together and introducing pupils to dance as a medium to
overcome cultural, social and physical barriers. The event is open to everyone
regardless of ability. Young performers can enjoy dancing while raising money
for the world’s largest humanitarian network.
Are you part of a dance club, run an after school club, or fancy encouraging
your school to take part? We welcome anybody to sign up for the chance to
perform at the Indigo Rooms at the O2, London in our National Final.
Where: Sibford School, Sibford Ferris Banbury, OX15 5QL
When: Saturday 21 June 2014
Contact: Cheryl Tree – Community Fundraiser 01235 552 680
ctree@redcross.org.uk, www.redcross.org.uk/dance
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www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960

Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641 Hook Norton, OX15 5DD
Extensive range of new
and used cars & 4x4’s:
petrol, diesel & electric
Part exchange welcome

All-new Mitsubishi Outlander 4x4

We look forward to seeing you, the kettle is on!

Service
MOT Parts
Bodyshop
Fuel Shop
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NEWS UPDATE FROM THE PEAR TREE
Following a fantastic response to our survey, Trisha and I are delighted
to confirm some of our plans for the Pear Tree Inn.

§ Our menu will be simple, traditional pub food, made with
quality ingredients!
§ The garden will be developed with extra seating and children’s
play equipment!
§ We will reinstate the Aunt Sally throw!
§ The only music will be occasional live sessions and some
recorded music on special evenings, such as New Year’s Eve!
§ The only TV will be for MAJOR televised sporting events; no
TV at other times!
§ Pub teams will be encouraged and supported!

DIARY EVENTS
FEBRUARY

Friday 14th – Valentine’s Supper
Friday 28th – Live Music with Delaney’s Angel
February–March – 6 Nations’ Televised Matches

MARCH
Starting this month – every Thursday at 12 noon
the Hook Norton Dray can be seen delivering to
the Pear Tree
Saturday 15th – Final day of 6 Nations’ Rugby
Saturday 29th – Cheese and Wine Tasting Evening, where you
help to choose our wine list!

APRIL
Sunday 20th–Saturday 25th – FESTIVAL OF ST GEORGE

Contact the Pear Tree for more details! 01608 737482
John Bellinger

Noah Benjamin
Acreman,

son of Robyn Vokes and
Paul Acreman
of Banbury,

was baptised on
29 December 2013

at St Peter's Church,
Hook Norton.

Safi Dorothy Jenny
Morris,

daughter of Christian
and Jenny Morris

of Banbury,
was baptised on
27 October 2013

at St Peter's Church,
Hook Norton.
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LIONS CLUB OF CHIPPING NORTON
The Trolley Dash Raffle was drawn on the 18 December
and run on 22 December with the very kind permission
and assistance of the Co-op management, Chipping
Norton.
The winner of the Trolley dash was Mr D Howse of
Chipping Norton, second was Mrs S Darnell from
Charlbury. The basket of fruit was won Mrs Jean Moore,
Hook Norton.  The other prize winners were Mr D Mills, Hooky; Linda,
Chipping Norton; Craig Ogden of Dean, and Mrs Dawson of Chipping
Norton.
Thank you to everyone who took part in this fundraiser to help raise
funds for the club, which have been used to buy Christmas hampers
for some very deserving cases in our area. The Food Bank will also
receive a donation this month.
Please look out for the books recently donated to the Hook Norton
Library.
The Lions Club have installed two defibrillators in Chipping Norton in
the last year for use by the community at large.
We look forward to further support for our Easter Egg draw.
If you would like to know more about the work of the Lions Club, please
contact Peter or Sian Arnold on 01608 730263.

CANCER RESEARCH FUNDRAISERS
I am part of a small fund-raising group for
Cancer Research UK, based in Chipping
Norton, and we are looking for volunteers
to help out with some of our fund-raising
activities. There is no requirement to come
to meetings or to make any regular

commitment – we just need a few more people who we can call on to
help out occasionally with supermarket collections, manning stalls at
summer/Christmas fairs, quiz nights, music/dance shows, etc. If you're
interested or would like more information, please contact Gill Begnor.
Cancer Research UK fund-raising quiz at the Sun Inn on Friday 28
February at 8pm – tickets £5 per head, teams of up to six. Prizes for
1st, 2nd and 3rd teams. Numbers limited due to space so please book
tickets early.
Contact Gill on 01608 738248 or gillbegnor@live.co.uk
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BANBURY RURAL UPDATE BY A/SGT RICHARD MILLER
Sergeant Rebecca Fishwick is returning from maternity leave and
will be taking over the running and daily management of Banbury
and Bicester rural areas. Becky brings to the role a wealth of
knowledge and experience after serving as a domestic abuse
detective in Milton Keynes and as a Response Sergeant in Banbury
town. You will all get to know Becky as she patrols the area
attending parish meetings and community events.
We say farewell to PC Jen Culley, who is leaving the team to join
a response team in Banbury town. Jen has made a large impact
in the rural neighbourhood and has contributed significantly to
keeping crime rates low. She was responsible for catching and
charging a prolific burglar and rural thief who served a prison

sentence after targeting villages to the north of Banbury earlier in the year. Jen will
be missed by the community and we wish her well in her new posting.
In a concerted effort to tackle rural crime, the team have been integral in the Thames
Valley policing response known as Operation Ranger. Over the last three years it is
estimated criminals have stolen more than £1.4m worth of farm equipment. The team
are working with communities and particularly farmers to try to prevent further thefts.
The team ran a week-long Operation Ranger during December, which resulted in
several arrests and prosecutions for drug possession and dealing, theft and hare
coursing.
Crime news
A number of auto crime offences, including theft of and from vehicles and criminal
damage to vehicles, have mainly occurred in the Wroxton area. However, we have
had sporadic reports from across the neighbourhood including Hook Norton. Many of
the thefts have been from insecure vehicles where owners have not locked their cars
up properly and left expensive or desirable goods on full view. Many thefts from
vehicles are opportunist thieves looking for an easy steal. Please don’t be a victim of
crime. Do not leave anything of value within your vehicle and make sure you lock it
when you leave it.
Neighbourhood Watch
Please consider joining your local Neighbourhood Watch. Neighbourhood Watch is all
about people getting together with their neighbours to take action to cut crime.
Neighbourhood Watch schemes are community initiatives, owned and run by their
members, developing close liaison between neighbourhood households and the local
police. It is an active partnership. Neighbourhood Watch schemes can:

· Cut crime and the opportunities for crime.
· Help and reassure those who live in the area.
· Encourage neighbourliness and closer communities.

For more information on how these schemes work, their benefits and running a scheme
in your local area, please contact your local Watch Administrator Deb Hextall at
Banbury Police Station, deborah.hextall@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.
Equestrian Crime Prevention
Horse/equine theft is not particularly common, but owners can take a number of
precautions to avoid loss and disruption. Marking tack is something that could deter
a would-be thief. Thieves are less likely to steal valuable tack that can be traceable
to an owner.
You can contact the team by emailing: BanburyRuralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
or you can call us on 101, our non-emergency number. Please dial 999 in an emergency.



Days Times Costs
Morning Playgroup Monday - Friday 9am – 12 noon £10.00
Pick up from nursery Monday – Friday 11:30am – 12:30pm £1.50
Lunch Club Monday – Friday 12 noon – 12:30pm £1.50
Take to Nursery Monday – Friday 12:30pm  £1.50
Afternoon Playgroup Monday – Friday 12:30pm – 3:30pm £10.00
Pick up from School Monday – Friday 3:15pm  £1.00
After School Club Monday – Friday 3:15pm – 6:00pm £3.00 per hour

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
The Old School, off Osney Close, Queen Street, Hook Norton, OXON. OX15 5NW
Tel: 01608 730560

Registered Charity No: 1032151
Registered Voucher Provider no: 11234677

Outstanding Ofsted inspection 2010.
2 year and 3 year funding available

46



47

FOHNCL - THE FUTURE OF OUR LIBRARY
The good news

� Thanks to our members, the Parish Council and all
those village groups, businesses and individuals who
have supported our cause. We are well on the way to
being able to keep the library open when funding cuts
hit us in April 2015.

� At our AGM last August, several people registered an
interest in becoming a Library Volunteer. Since then,
several more have responded to our appeal in December’s Newsletter
and have come forward to offer their help.

� More fund-raising events are being planned for 2014, including our
ever-popular Book and Plant Sale, which will take place, as always, in
May. Please start saving your unwanted books for us, provided they are
in good condition.  Further details will follow in the next edition.

� Our new website is helping us reach a wider audience. Check out
www.keephookybooky.co.uk.

What can you do to help?
� Could you join our ever-growing number of volunteers, willing to spend

an hour or two a week helping to staff our library?
� Got any great fund-raising ideas? We would love to hear from you.
� Now is the time to join up as a member of FOHNCL if you haven’t already

done so. Membership costs only £10 (or £15 for a family) per year. All
the money goes directly to support the library.

� If you feel you can help us in any way, please get in touch with Sue
Ditchfield on 01608 737 604, or email hnlib@hotmail.co.uk.

Our library remains a focal point of village life. We want to ensure it stays that
way for all to use.

Sue Ditchfield (FOHNCL Secretary) www.keephookybooky.co.uk

HOW DO WE WANT TO LOOK AFTER OUR BEAUTIFUL VILLAGE?
Would you like to be a Hook Norton Environment Champion? We already
have some informal groups looking after small areas, but we would like to set up
a village wide network of volunteers to co-ordinate groups of able bodied people
to trim hedges, mow grass and report problems. The jobs don't have to be limited
to areas that are the responsibility of the PC, but could include helping elderly
residents cut back overgrown hedges, clearing leaves, ice and snow, and generally
making the village a nice place to live. Its amazing what can be achieved if you get
a team of people together for an afternoon. The less able bodied amongst us could
help by making cups of tea, and donating brown bin space for the inevitable
rubbish that will be created. Imagine it like a street party with secateurs. So, are
you inspired? If you'd like to be a Champion for your area of the village,
please contact Jem Hayward, preferably by email on jem@briksdal.co.uk giving
your name, address and a brief description of the area of the village you feel you
could co-ordinate. Once we have a number of volunteers I'll get us all together and
we can decide what we want to do, and how we'd like to organise things.
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?

WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
ü Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
ü Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
ü Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
ü Specialist Letting and Management service.
ü Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.

ü Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury league matches so far
As I write this, Hook Norton Floodlit A is top of Division 2,
Hook Norton B is 2nd in the same division.  Hook Norton C is
7th in Division 3.
In the Weekend League our one team is 5th in Division 1.
If you would like to play in a team, please contact Sue
Glasson on 01608 730880.

Additional club sessions
As well as the Wednesday afternoon club sessions, starting
from 2pm, we are still experimenting with a further
additional club session on Sunday afternoons.
Cardio Tennis
Cardio Tennis sessions take place on Tuesday mornings
from 11.30am to 12.30pm and on Wednesday evenings
from 7 to 8pm.  The cost is £2 each.  It is open to non-
members.
Contact Marc Gilkes 07930 406 015 or email him on
marcgilkes@fsmail.net

Junior Coaching, Ladies Coaching and Rusty Racquets
Tuesdays

Ladies 1 (18+): 10–11.30am, £7.50 per session
Mini Red 1 (5-8): 4.30–5.30pm, £6.50 per session for

non-members or £4.50 per session for members
Rusty Racquets 1 (18+): 6–7pm, £5.00 per session

Wednesdays
Junior Squad 1 (11+): 6–7pm, £6.50 or £4.50 per session
Cardio Tennis 1 (18+): 7–8pm, £2.50 per session

Fridays
Junior 1 (11+): 5–6pm, £6.50 or £4.50 per session
Junior 2 (11+): 6–7pm, £6.50 or £4.50 per session

Saturdays
Mini Red 2 (5-8): 9.30–10.30am, £6.50 or £4.50 per session
Mini Orange 1 (8-9): 10.30–11.30am, £6.50 or £4.50 per session
Mini Green 1 (10): 11.45am–12.45pm, £6.50 or £4.50 per session

Contact Marc Gilkes 07930 406 015 or email him on marcgilkes@fsmail.net to
make a booking or for more details.
To find out more about Hook Norton Tennis Club,
contact Sue Glasson:
01608 730 880 or email her at:
merrymoons1@aol.com
You can now get to our website through the Hook
Norton village website: www.hook-norton.org.uk
as well at the Sport & Social website:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk

Elaine Priestley
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HOOK NORTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Happy New Year to you all!!!
Please remember annual subscriptions are now due – there has been a price freeze
on last year:

Single: £25
Family (up to 2 adults and their children under 18): £35
Eligible bus pass holders: £10
Youth (16–18 years): £10

Following a crash and a hack on our main databases last year you
may need to re-send email address if you wish information to be sent
to you. Please direct any email contacts to colwarners@me.com so
that we can set up a new database and get back to corresponding
with you all again.
We have loads planned for this year including live music, Come Dine
nights, bingo, race nights, monthly quizzes and, of course, we will be
following the England team on their hopefully long World Cup journey through June
and July as well as watching all the best sporting fixtures on Sky and BT Sport.
We also have NNFC fixtures on most Saturday afternoons, if you want to come and
support the boys, and from May, Cricket Club returns for a hopefully sunny summer
season. Please note that during this time opening times may vary from the winter
ones, but you can catch up on all the latest gossip from the club, opening times and
events by logging into www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk, following us on
Facebook or for up-to-the minute info, follow us on twitter @hookyclub. We also
now have free wi-fi on site if you just want to chill out with work.

For those of you without access to the above, telephone 737132
(club) or Colette on 737829.
Bookings for parties or events are now being taken, but please note
it is tricky to take Saturday evening bookings in the summer for
private events due to cricket fixtures and during the winter on
weekend afternoons due to football.
We do, however, welcome anyone wanting to put on social events
and charity fundraisers, so if you have a cause, need a bar and are

looking for a venue, give us a call – we may be able to help.  Good hire rates for
local charities and clubs.
Hopefully we will see all of you at some point during the year and we hope you have
a very exciting 2014.

GILL IS OFF AND RUNNING AGAIN!
Gill Begnor has committed to running the 2014 London Marathon with a 20lb
backpack, all in the name of charity. She is hoping to gain a place in the
Guinness Book of World Records as the first female to ever complete the
challenge, and in less than 5 hours! She has dedicated a lot of her time to
fundraising, previously raising thousands of pounds for cancer charities such
as Leukaemia Research and Cancer Research UK, including running the
Marathon dressed as  a Hooky beer bottle. Gill has a target of £1,900 and
would appreciate any donations to her Just Giving account :
www.justgiving.com/4thMidLifeCrisis



FEBRUARY VILLAGE DIARY
10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays Baptist Hall
10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays St Peters
10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays Primary School
10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays Baptist Hall
10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes Memorial Hall
09:15 AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays Baptist Hall
19:00 PM Hooky Ukes Old Lion Coffee Shop
19:00 PM Zumba Class Primary School
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1 19:00 FOHNS Mexican Night Primary School

1 14:30 SNOW WHITE - it's panto time! Memorial Hall

1 19:30 SNOW WHITE - panto time! Memorial Hall

3 19:00 Energize Youth Group for Yr 7 upwards Youth Hall

4 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Church Hall

4 17:00 The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 Youth Hall

5 14:00 Rhymetimes again for the under-fives Library

6 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre

7 19:00 Family Bingo Sports & Social Club

8 09:00 Village Market Memorial Hall

11 17:00 The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 Youth Hall

12 14:30 Reading Group Library

13 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels Sun Inn

13 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall

14 19:30 Valentine’s Supper Pear Tree Inn

17 19:00 Outlook Youth Group for Yr 10 upwards Youth Hall

18 17:00 The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 Youth Hall

18 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall

19 19:30 Garden Club Memorial Hall

20 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre

25 19:00 Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club Baptist Hall

25 17:00 The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 Youth Hall

27 10:30 Carry On Learning Youth Hall

28 19:30 Gill Begnor's Quiz The Sun Inn

28 20:00 Live Music with Delaney’s Angel Pear Tree Inn

28 20:00 Playgroup Quiz Sports & Social Club
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MARCH VILLAGE DIARY
10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays Baptist Hall
10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays St Peters
10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays Primary School
10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays Baptist Hall
09:15AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays Baptist Hall

3 19:00 Energize Youth Group for Yr 7+ Youth Hall

4 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Church Hall

4 17:00 The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 Youth Hall

5 14:00 Rhymetimes for the under-fives Library

6 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre

7 19:00 Family Bingo Sports & Social Club

8 09:00 Village Market Memorial Hall

11 17:00 The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 Youth Hall

12 14:30 Reading Group Library

13 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels Sun Inn

13 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall

15 12:00 Final day of 6 Nations’ Rugby Pear Tree Inn

15 00:00 Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date

17 19:00 Outlook Youth Group for Yr 10+ Youth Hall

18 17:00 The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 Youth Hall

18 14:00 WI AGM and Mini Show Baptist Hall

19 19:30 Garden Club Memorial Hall

20 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre

23 14:00 Playgroup Spring Fayre Playgroup

25 19:00 Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club Baptist Hall

25 17:00 The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 Youth Hall

27 10:30 Carry On Learning Youth Hall

29 20:00 Cheese and Wine Tasting Evening Pear Tree Inn
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Interior Decorating
Quality Work ~ Reasonable Rates ~ Free Estimates

Call me on 07887 508021

Alan Lewis

Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers

Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment

Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes

For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
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HANCOCKS
S O L I C I T O R S

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Email:
michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

Web: www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

Hancocks
24 Horsefair, Banbury
Oxfordshire OX16 0YA

Telephone: +44 (0)1295 253211
Facsimile: +44 (0)1295 273069
DX 24201 Banbury
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Car parking available for customers

Hook Norton Post Office & General Stores
1 Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, OX15 5EG

01608 737382

NEW
Opening Times
SHOP &
POST OFFICE
Monday to Saturday
7.00am to 6.00pm

Bread, loaves & pas�es every day•

Fresh vegetables & fruits•

Local milk, eggs & bu�er•

The cheapest wine in the village•

Sta�onery & much more•

•

while in store

We take all UK credit/debit cards•

FRESH SANDWICHES•

NATIONAL LOTTERY•

NEWSPAPERS•


