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GRANGE FARM FOODS
Handmade celebration cakes and chocolates for Birthdays,

Weddings and all other occasions.
Delicious catering menus for dinner parties, afternoon teas,

relaxed buffets or canapés.
We also produce handmade tasty dishes for you to freeze,

so if you don’t have the time to cook let us do it for you.
New – Cake Decorating courses now available!

Please call or visit our website for details www.grangefarmfoods.co.uk

Contact Jane Abbott at Grange Farm, Swerford, OX7 4AX.
Telephone: 01608 737313 or Email: jane@grangefarmfoods.co.uk.

Corporate and Trade enquiries welcome.
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FROM THE EDITORS
Sadly we report the deaths of
Christopher Barry; Hilda Bates;
Robert (Peter) Grenger; Frank Oliver
Horn; Pauline Margaret Horn; John
Millin and John Alan Sinclair-
Westwood. On behalf of the village we
send our condolences to their families
and friends.
We are extremely tight on space this
month (Hooky is so busy!), so this
introduction is necessarily brief. You
can see from the panel on the right
that John McCormick and I have
joined the team as apprentice editors.
We have received a very warm
welcome, and a great deal of help,
from the rest of the team – we are
learning fast! Subject to us proving to
be competent, Helen and Andy will be
winding down their role as editors
(Andy will continue to manage
advertising), so we must not let the
moment pass without a big public
‘thank you’ to Helen, Andy and Janice)
for all that they have done for the
Newsletter over many years and the
good order in which they have passed
things on. It is much appreciated. And
so to business …

David Jones
news@hook-norton-

newsletter.co.uk

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising Andy Horne
Page Layout Helen Foster / John McCormick
Copy Editor David Jones
Distribution Verity Calderan
Proofreading Emma Callery
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter
Directory Diana Barber 737428

ADVERTISING RATES
SIZE MONO COLOUR
Third Page £10.00 £20.00
Half Page £15.00 £30.00

Please contact
advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend,
Brewery Lane. Hook Norton OX15 5NX

NEX T ISSUE: JUNE
COPY DATE: 15TH MAY

The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial
Team.

Find us on the web at
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

hook-norton.org.uk/newsletter

Many thanks to the modest photographer who caught the cowslips on the front
cover.  It makes me feel Spring is really on the way!

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Once again, Hook Norton will be holding the annual Macmillan
Coffee Morning on Friday 26 September at The Study Centre
attached to Hook Norton Primary School.
There will be coffee and gorgeous cakes on offer and a great
raffle. Christmas cards and gifts will also be on sale.
In the 17 years that we have been holding a Macmillan coffee
morning in the village, the total raised is £12,005.67.
Many thanks to all those who always support us and donate to
such a worthwhile charity. Please make a note in your diary and let me know if you
are able to help. Donations of cakes and raffle prizes can be brought on the day.

Julie Wood juliedwood46@gmail.com
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Andy Mariner - Handyman services
� Painting & decorating

� Property maintenance & odd jobs

� Garden maintenance & clearance

� Small landscaping

Introductory rates available
Free quotes & advice provided – friendly & reliable - excellent references

Call 07984 819218 or email amariner@btinternet.com

PLEASE NOTE NEW CONTACT DETAILS

DENIS WYNN & CO
SOLICITORS

12A  NEW STREET                            TEL. 01608 643036
CHIPPING NORTON                                     01608 642157
OXFORDSHIRE   OX7 5LJ

    EMAIL : denis.wynnlaw@gmail.com

Conveyancing (written quotations on request)
Matrimonial & Family

Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business

Home visits easily arranged for the housebound
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:

Vacancy – Parish Council Due to the resignation of Roger Cooke, there is a
Councillor vacancy on the Parish Council. If Cherwell District Council does not call an
election, the position will be filled by co-option. Full details of how to apply for the
position are posted on the village website and on the Parish Council notice boards, or
contact the Parish Clerk rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
Neighbourhood Plan The Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan (HNNP) documentation
is complete. However there have been a number of challenges to Neighbourhood
Plans recently where there is not an adopted Local Plan in place (Tattenhall, Cheshire
and Winslow, Bucks). Hook Norton is in a similar situation, with Cherwell District
Council having no Local Plan (the pre-hearing for the Cherwell Local Plan (CLP) is
scheduled for 25 March, with a full hearing scheduled for 3 June).
Further, Oxfordshire Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) stated in March
2014 that at least 106,500 new homes will be required across Oxfordshire by 2031.
This may affect the level of housing required within Cherwell and therefore may also
require a revision of the HNNP. Based on this, Councillors agreed that the submission
of the HNNP to Cherwell District Council should be delayed until the committee has
been able to update it with any revised housing numbers and any additional relevant
points that may arise from the CLP.
Volunteers Required The Parish Council is seeking ‘champions’ to co-ordinate
looking after vegetation in areas of the village, a) by recruiting helpers to carry out
minor work and, b) reporting anything to the Parish Council that volunteers cannot
tackle. The Parish Council will support volunteers in the form of hiring tools, printing
flyers, etc. If you are interested in helping to keep your part of the village tidy, please
contact Councillor Jem Hayward on jem@briksdal.co.uk. More details can be found on
Facebook and on the village website.
Allotments Dog owners are reminded to keep their dogs on leads when walking
through the allotments and to clear up after them. Allotment holders quite rightly do
not want their produce contaminated by dog faeces or urine.
Cemetery The Parish Council is seeking volunteers to join a ‘Friends of Hook Norton
Cemetery’ group to assist with general tidying and maintenance of the cemetery. In
the first instance, volunteers should contact the Parish Clerk.
Transport Co-ordinator A transport co-ordinator for Hook Norton is needed. Do you
have an interest in public transport? Can you spare the time to go to four transport
co-ordinator meetings a year at County Hall in Oxford? If so, please contact Isita
Pickering on 01608 737427.
Fix My Street – Residents can report defects in the highway to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk Once verified, OCC’s contractor
pledges to fix potholes within 28 days, 24 hours in an emergency and 4 hours for a
severe category.
Street Lighting Faults can be reported to Oxfordshire County Council on
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Roads&Transport/StreetLighting

Rosemary Watts
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton Parish Council

Emma Kane, Chairman Jem Hayward
Peter Millar, Vice-Chairman Nick Casson
Allison Hicks Derek Brotherston
Amanda Watkins Charles Henderson
Graham Usher Thomas Wright
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THE RECTOR IS POORLY, SO JANET WRITES…
By the time this goes to print hopefully the horror and destruction
of the winter floods will be receding. As I write this, the early
spring sunshine is waking the flowers and buds from the
hedgerows and gardens and there is promise in the air.

A small child wrote: ‘I like the country because it is so peaceful.
Out there the quiet just goes sliding along. God sews up the buds
of flowers very tight and after a while He lets the sun and rain open the stitches. When
waves come on the beach they look like big open mouths ready to gobble things up.
Sometimes they look like white, lacy arms hugging the whole world.’

Also by now we are well into Lent, a time for us to take stock of our lives and to try
to make amends, not just for the 40 days, but as a change in our lives. Whatever our
faith, or none, it is good to reflect on what drives us and satisfies us in our everyday
lives, and to take that time to reflect. If we are honest with ourselves, most of the
things that drive us still leave us feeling empty. The acquisition of material goods, the
need to feel better and more powerful than the next person, or our lack of trust and
love in our Creator God.

At Easter time we remember the great sacrifice He made in allowing His Son Jesus to
die so cruelly on a cross for each of us. We are drawn into that darkness only to be
amazed at the outcome: that Jesus is alive. He has broken the last barrier down and
we are free, forgiven and full of His promise. That promise of new life all around is for
us, too. Why don’t you join with us at some time over Easter and join in the Celebrations?

Janet Collins

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
We are very lucky in Hook Norton to have a cemetery as tranquil and peaceful as the
one in Tite Lane. The aim of the Friends is not to change it, but just to hold nature in
check from time to time so that everyone will enjoy their visit.

We have begun by replacing the original compost area with a compost bin and ask
that only compostable vegetation is left there. We ask that all other waste like oasis,
wrapping, plastic pots and flowers, wired wreaths etc. are placed in the bins that are
located at the entrances. These are emptied fortnightly, so should they be full we
would ask that you take your waste home. We would also ask you to ensure that your
plastic flowers are secure and will not blow away in the wind as this may affect the
cutting of the grass.

Our next task is to collect all of the cuttings, branches, brambles and dispose of them,
particularly those that are growing along the wall that separates the upper and lower
areas of the cemetery. In due time maybe some bulbs and plants can be established.
For those graves no longer attended we hope to keep them in good order by removing
the ivy and saplings that sprout up from time to time.

If you feel you could help us in any way, then please do contact either Graham Usher
John Blackham.
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Interest-free Loans for insulation – act now

Well this winter has been a warm one hasn’t it! Have
you still had to use your heating this winter? If you
had almost perfect insulation, you would need no
heating at all for your home; our body heat and
activities like cooking, would provide all the heat we
need. So it’s a sad fact that every penny you spent
on heating this winter is in effect being spent on
heat that is escaping from your house.  It’s not
always easy to see unless, of course, you’re
naturally blessed with infra-red vision and can see
the world like this picture.

So, rather than spend your money on oil, electricity
or wood to heat the outside, why not improve your insulation to keep the heat inside,
and save money not just now, but every winter to come.

Insulation does cost money, but there are many deals about, and some people can
still get free insulation. If you want to insulate and need help with the cost, HNLC is
ready to help. We have set aside a fund of £20,000 to fund insulation projects through
interest free loans.

ACT NOW First thing to do is to contact your energy supplier, as they are incentivised
to save energy for their customers. The Government-funded ‘Energy Saving Advice
Service’ can be reached by phone 0300 123 1234 (you just pay the price of a national
rate call), or email energy-advice@est.org.uk

ACT NOW Once you’ve identified what insulation would work best (including contacting
us), then HNLC has £20,000 ready to lend INTEREST FREE! The loans will be allocated
on a first-come first-served basis, and the offer ends at the end of May 2014.

ACT NOW Email us to apply. No lengthy forms to fill in, just an email explaining who
you are, where you live, and what you want to do. If your idea fits within the rules of
the scheme, and we have money left, then the answer will be yes, and you’ll be able
to sign a simple loan agreement, we will transfer the money to you, and off you go.
To apply, just fill in your details at:

http://www.hn-lc.org.uk/loan-scheme/interest-free-insulation-loans

Or e.mail: homeimprovements@hn-lc.org.uk
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HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Would you like to make better use of your PC?

Upgrades

Repairs

Internet Connections

Email Configuration

“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers•
to support families with children under 5 in their own
homes.
Full training and expenses provided.•
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you•
befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!

Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk
More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Applicants will be subject to a CRB check Registered Charity No: 1114860
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793
Opening Hours: Monday  2–5pm  6–7pm

Wednesday 2–5pm
Friday   2–5pm  6–7pm
Saturday  9.30am–12.30pm

We enjoyed a lovely visit from the Rainbows at the beginning of March; Kate Robinson,
librarian, came and entertained the children with stories and other activities. As usual,
the children were very well behaved and it was a pleasure to have them visit.
The date for the annual Book and Plant sale is the morning of Saturday 17 May. A lot
of hard work from the Friends (FOHNCL) goes into making this such a great event, so
do come along and buy some great books and plants.
For the Under 5s don’t forget the monthly Rhymetimes, on the first Wednesday of the
month in the Reading Room, 2pm to 2.30pm. There are a lovely group of children and
much fun is had. No ticket is needed, just turn up on the day.
Don’t forget we have newspapers and magazines donated and, if you are interested
in ancestry, we do have free access to Ancestry Online and Find My Past on the
computers. There is broadband here and computers can be booked in advance for a
1-hour session per day.

Janet May, Library Manager

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
When this goes to print we will have celebrated our Spring Fayre
with our Easter egg hunts and our Easter bonnets parade.
Our topic this term has been Dinosaurs. We joined in with CBBC and
their Dinosaur week and we had a volcano erupting – much to the amazement of the
children who thoroughly enjoyed the topic.
Children have been busy making their mums some lovely Mother’s Day gifts and
posting them their homemade cards.
Look out for us at the Beer Festival and Music at the Crossroads, where we will have
our usual stall to keep the children busy. Please come and support us and hopefully
the sun will shine!

Sue Monelle (Committee Member)

HOOKY MONDAY LUNCH CLUB (RUN BY HNCG)
We always welcome new members! The Club meets every Monday from about
10am-3pm in the Hook Norton Baptist Church Hall. It is an opportunity for local elderly
residents to enjoy a day out of the house and chat over a cup of tea or coffee and
biscuits or cake. This is followed by a hearty home-cooked meal and, in the afternoon,
some light entertainment. We do hope to hear from you if you think you would enjoy
our company. If you are a carer, you may like to offer your loved one a change of
scene and an opportunity to mix with friends.

Contact: Pat Stratford, Co-ordinator, 737977
We are also looking for paid help:
An Assistant Co-ordinator: We need a committed, caring and reliable person to
help make our weekly meeting enjoyable and stimulating. Hours: 9.30am–3.30pm.
£182.00/month inc. 4 weeks paid holiday.
A Cook: to provide members with a fresh, hearty, nutritious, 2-course meal at each
meeting. Hours: 9.30am–1.30pm. £140.00/month inc. 4 weeks paid holiday.

For either post, contact Jill Burger, 730957, burgerhooky@aol.com
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Since the last newsletter we have had two meetings. In February, Martin Fiennes was
our first speaker of the season from outside the village. Martin gave us a fascinating
insight into his ancestors’ lives in Broughton Castle around the time of the Civil War.
Continuing this theme, Tony Hadland talked to the group in March. Tony told us about
an ancestor of his own, William Gill, an explorer and spy during the Victorian era, who
had undertaken numerous journeys before he met on his death on a journey into the
Sinai desert. Tony gives talks on a variety of subjects including some about other
ancestors who also led interesting lives. Maybe he has exceptional forebears as I have
yet to find someone of great interest in my own research – unless I count the baby
murderer!
Our speaker on 1 April is Shaun Morley who will talk on ‘Emigration from Oxfordshire’,
to which Hook Norton contributed so strongly before the First World War. The current
season ends on 6 May when, after the brief AGM, Carol Anderson, the curator of the
Woodstock Museum, will be giving a talk entitled ‘A Curator's Curiosities’, along with
objects to illustrate the county's history.

Meetings take place on the first Tuesday of the month in the Baptist Church Hall at
7.30pm. However, refreshments are served from 7.15pm. Non-members are welcome;
a nominal charge of £2 applies. For further information please contact the secretary,
David McGill, on 737103 or email scotlandend@btinternet.com.

NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
March was all about reading and science! We began with World Book Week creating
a wonderful focal point for some themed work, thanks to a visit from children’s author
Rhiannon Lassister. At the end of March we held a really special event for our children
and parents: a Storytelling Café, where children could listen to their favourite tales
read aloud. The school hall was transformed into a magical tented room, and it was
a great opportunity for parents to speak to teachers, admire the work done by their
talented children, and see first-hand the benefits of reading aloud.

Our Science Week involved the ‘Exploradome’ arriving on the Monday, which this time
transformed the school hall into a planetarium. Later in the week we held a Science
Fair, played host to Science Oxford and their exciting workshops and also listened to
parents explaining the importance of science in their working lives.

Our End of Term (Four) service is always a calendar highlight. Written and delivered
by the Mountain class, it was the perfect way to round off the term and begin
preparations (a little early this year!) for Easter. Following the service the children
paraded in hand-made bonnets through the village, finishing with a very popular
activity indeed: an Easter egg hunt at the Village Hall.

Finally, the whole school is getting excited about Rollright Rocks – our very own music
festival – organised by the Friends of Great Rollright School. The festival takes place
on Saturday 3 May from 1pm. Tickets are just £5 for adults and £2.50 for children,
with stalls, a licensed bar, and fantastic local bands. Call 737202 for tickets.

Anne Hewett
Headteacher at Great Rollright C.E. Primary School
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Grange Farm Farmshop
Easter Weekend Special!

Good Friday – Children’s Easter Egg Decorating
Easter Saturday – Our Annual Easter Bunny Hunt for children

Easter Sunday – Single Origin Chocolate Tasting for Adults

All activities start at 11am outside the farmshop.
No charge for any activity but we will be raising money for Dogs for the

Disabled so donations on the day  will be much appreciated.
All children must be accompanied by a responsible adult at all times.

Maximum age for children’s activities is 10 years old.

Would you like more details? Then call us at : Grange Farm Foods, Swerford.
OX74AX. Tel 01608 737313

Our own handmade Easter Eggs on sale now!
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THE VIKINGS AND HOOK NORTON
As the British Museum presents a major exhibition on The Vikings, attracting national
attention, we should remember that the Norsemen had a deadly impact even on Hook
Norton. We tend to think of them as maritime raiders, ravaging coastal communities
recurrently for centuries after their opening assault on Lindisfarne in 793 A.D. In 855,
though, they landed the “great heathen army” in Lincolnshire, conquered much of
northern and eastern England, and began settlements of their own. They invaded
Wessex, sweeping across Oxfordshire and reaching the Channel coast, but were
ejected by King Alfred, who established a peace in 886 only by dividing present-day
England roughly in two.
The boundary ran from north-west to south-east down the centre of the country to
the Thames. Anglo-Saxon Mercia dominated the West Midlands, with Wessex to the
south and west, while most of the north and east were ruled by the Vikings from York
(or ‘Jorvik’) and came to be known as the ‘Danelaw’. Since Northamptonshire was
part of the Danelaw, Hook Norton lay close to the border and could scarcely escape
sharp contact with the Vikings. There is, however, no evidence of Viking settlement
locally and no Norse place names.
In 1848, two skeletons were unearthed in Southrop, in the back gardens of the
cottages at the angle of Brick Hill and Park Road. They were men of ‘great size’ and
have generally been regarded as Viking. Certainly the style of the burial was Viking
since the bodies were found with a hoard of 23 coins, and possibly with a Viking silver
arm-ring that is now in Liverpool Museum. Many of the coins ‘disappeared’ soon after
discovery but those that finished up in the British Museum date from Alfred’s reign.
Experts have deduced that the burial took place about 875 or a year or two later. That
fits in well with the movement of the great Viking army south-west from Cambridge
to Dorset in 875-6, or possibly with their retreat after being defeated by Alfred at the
battle of Edington in Wiltshire in 878. Either way, Hook Norton lay on the path of the
Viking armies.
The next evidence of contact comes over thirty years later in the first written record
of the village, in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle for 913, which was later elaborated by
the twelfth-century John of Worcester, who used texts of the Chronicle now missing.
He reports that ‘after Easter the pagan army from Northampton and Leicester
plundered Oxfordshire, and killed many men in the royal vill [or township] Hook Norton
and in many other places.’ Probably part of a counter-attack against Wessex, this
army later joined up with a second army, but then “the people of the district became
aware of it and fought against them and reduced them to full flight.”
The historian John Blair has argued that at that time Hook Norton, as a vill owned by
the king, was probably a large area spread along the ridge north of the present village.
If so, the battle of Hook Norton was probably fought just north of the road between
The Gate Hangs High and Milcombe, near the turning to Lower Tadmarton and possibly
at the Iron Age hill fort called Tadmarton Camp. Blair has suggested that the main
settlement and church may have been sited on the ridge, and moved to its present
position sometime after the battle.
Anyway, the success of Alfred’s son, Edward the Elder, in re-conquering Viking
territories in the Midlands in the later 910s moved the border further away from Hook
Norton. In the greater security that followed, the Anglo-Saxons built a substantial
church on its present site. The Viking threat returned in the 990’s but Hook Norton
avoided the disasters suffered by south-eastern Oxfordshire. With Canute and his sons
on the throne from 1016 to 1042, however, Danish military power remained a reality
for the English right down to its final defeat in 1066. Donald Ratcliffe
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
The tail end of the wet weather did nothing to dampen my enjoyment at Compton
Verney. Their latest exhibition, celebrating 10 glorious years in the heart of the
Warwickshire countryside, is dedicated to two titans of sculpture – Rodin & Moore.
With 11 works set in the ‘Capability’ Brown parkland, it is majestic. To be able – even
in the rain – to stand beside the famous Rodin ‘Monument to the Burghers of Calais’,
or his seductive ‘Eve’, allowed you to appreciate them as the sculptor intended. Equally
impressive are Moore’s ‘Three-Piece Sculpture: Vertebrae’ and, across the lake, his
‘The Arch’. Inside the house is much to commend, including a display chosen by
Moore’s daughter, but the joy is outside – rain or shine! The exhibition runs to 31
August – time to go twice!

London’s Galleries have much of interest – ‘Henri Matisse: The Cut-Outs’ and Richard
Hamilton; both at Tate Modern until the end of May. There is a lot of fun there.

If true painting beauty is your pleasure, then go to the National Gallery. First, they
have a collection - ‘Strange Beauty; Masters of the German Renaissance’, including
Holbein, Durer & Cranach (to 11 May). Oddly, running almost concurrently to this
exhibition (until 15 June) are paintings by Paola Veronese – ‘Magnificence in
Renaissance Venice’. It gives us a rare opportunity to view his 1565 ‘The Martyrdom
of St George’, described as ‘the most beautiful painting ever’. It is so large – 10 ft
wide by 14 ft long – that a free-standing wall has had to be built.

Finally, I cannot resist telling you of a Wheatley favourite – at the new Kings Place
Gallery near Kings Cross. ‘The Lost World of Norman Cornish’ is indeed a look back
to the industry and mining of the northeast. He is not one of ‘The Pitman Painters’,
but his art is both similar and different – it runs to 9 May. But remember, in your
enthusiasm, not to jump on a train to Newcastle!

Shakespeare and the RSC are high on my list. At The Mill Banbury, ‘Twelfth Night’ is
on 14-17 May; with two fine Hooky actors in leading roles, it is a must!

At Stratford, Henry IV Parts 1 & 2 are highlights – and are also screened by RSC Live
on 14 May and 18 June respectively at various cinemas.  NT Live has an encore of
Simon Russell Beale’s brilliantly acted title role in ‘King Lear’ (1 May).

However, on stage, I have been recommended ‘Arden of Faversham’, an anonymously
written Elizabethan thriller. It plays at The Swan, 30 April through to 2 October.
My own Swan recommendation is, without doubt, ‘The Roaring Girl’ by Thomas Dekker
and Thomas Middleton. With the feisty Moll Cutpurse on hand, it is a true Jacobean
comedy of city manners (9 April to 30 Sept).

But for the blackest of black comedy go to Chippy Theatre, 13–14 May. The touring
London Classic Theatre can be relied upon for a well-acted production of Joe Orton’s
‘Entertaining Mr Sloane’.

City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra have two attractive concerts in May. On the
1st, (at 2.15pm) they play Brahms, Schumann and Rimsky-Korsakov and, then, on
the 8th (7.30pm) - Rachmaninov & Shostakovich.

Never to be outdone, our own Banbury Chamber Orchestra come to St Peter’s at Hooky
on 18 May (4pm) to perform Beethoven, Mozart and Haydn. You lucky people!

John Wheatley
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES

One session, we arrived to
find that the Senior
Section girls were going to
run a meeting for us. It
was to celebrate Thinking
Day and they ran the
activities on England,
Switzerland, Mexico and
India. In the Mexico
corner, we hit a piñata –
Millie hit it on her first go!
We also did an Indian
wordsearch and ate tacos
and we designed funky

patterns on our hands with henna – we also made Indian lanterns. The next station
was English activities, where we decorated digestive biscuits and made models out of
clay and spaghetti. At the last corner, which was Switzerland, we had a game with
wood and rope, where we had to make skis and work as a team to get across the
room. We had a really fun night. Jodie Hackland

In February half term some of the
guides and Senior Section went
to Bloxham School to do a
swimathon – we all raised some
money to go towards asthma and
our unit funds. Altogether, we
swam nearly 10 miles. We all had
a lot of fun and were really proud
of our achievement. Lots of
community groups took part in
this afternoon’s event.
At one of the guide meetings, the
Baden-Powell girls held a session
on decorating cakes – they put a
lot of effort into organising this
session as they had spent the
night before cooking the cakes.
Each guide was able to decorate
two cup cakes. The BP girls were
the judges – they tasted the small

one and then we got to eat the big one. If we wanted to, we could bring our own icing
and sprinkles into the meeting. At the end they announced the winners and they were
Esme and Sasha.

Connie Harris, Esme Knight and Georgina Housby
(For information contact: Julie Wood juliedwood46@gmail.com)



FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON

COMMUNITY LIBRARY

BOOK and PLANT
SALE

at

 HOOK NORTON LIBRARY
on

SATURDAY, 17 MAY 2014
9.30 – 12 noon

Please donate new or nearly new books
Take them to Hook Norton Library between

Friday 09 May and Friday 16 May
If you are unable to deliver them yourself,
please contact Sue Ditchfield on 737604

Donations of plants will be very welcome on
the day

See you there!
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SAFARI SUPPER 2014
YOUR SAFARI SUPPER TEAM NEEDS YOU!
We have started planning a safari supper for Saturday 27
September and, this year, we are asking for hosts to provide
either a main course or a dessert course. Guests will be able
to apply to join in the fun at the beginning of June (watch out
for a registration form in June’s Newsletter), but for now we
are seeking hosts who are happy to serve a main or dessert
course (we need about 15 of each).
If you are interested in being a host, please email
safarisupper@live.co.uk before 30 April, indicating which
course you would prefer to provide and the maximum number
of people you can accommodate (including yourselves). To
show how much we value the contribution hosts make to the
success of these safari suppers, you will be invited to an
exclusive hosts ‘Thank you in Advance’ party during the summer months.
If you want to know any more information before deciding, please direct any questions
to the above email address and one of the team will get back to you.
Our purpose in organising these events is twofold: to provide a great night out, and
to raise money for local charities. In the last 4 years, there have been 4 rollicking
nights out and over £5,000 has been raised. We look forward to another bumper
event, but we cannot do it without enough hosts.

Thanks, from Kevin Hope (on behalf of the Safari Supper Team)

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
The Rop stream is running much clearer now; such a change from the murky stream
of a few days ago. The weather last Sunday (9 March) was wonderful, and the last
couple of days haven't been too bad. It makes one glad to be a gardener again, and
it has emboldened primroses, pulmonaria, primulas, hellebores, pansies, etc., to decide
it's spring and to come up for our delight. Crocuses and daffodils are still about, while
the forsythia is about to burst into bloom.

This all bodes well for that important Garden Club event, the Spring Show. It will be
held on Sat 12 April, at Hook Norton School, opening at 2.30pm.

To register your entries and to find out more about the Show and the Club, come
along to the Memorial Hall between 7 and 8pm on Wed 9 April, where you will be most
welcome. The Show is not only about growing plants, it also has classes for
photography, cooking, wine making, floral art, handicrafts and, most importantly,
classes for the children. Do come along to the Show and have a cup of tea and relax
for an hour or two. You will be most welcome. Why not join the Club and be among
like-minded Happy Gardeners.

Nick Price
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BAPTIST CHURCH
Well, here we are, pastorless after John Taylor’s
retirement. We shall miss him and Jane very much,
not only as spiritual leaders, but as friends.
Fortunately, they are not leaving the area, so we
hope to still see them from time to time.

We had a very light-hearted but highly talented
concert for them on 8 March, in the ‘Just Desserts’
style, when many of the friends they have made in
Hooky were able to say their personal goodbyes. Then, the next morning, Sunday
9th, which was John’s last preach, we were delighted to be joined by the congregation
from St Peter’s. One last farewell service, involving the other churches from our Baptist
group (plus a guest speaker) is planned for 16 March, but at the time of writing it
hasn’t happened yet.

So, where do we go from here? We may be pastorless, but we are not rudderless!
Easter events will take place as usual, but the services on Good Friday and Easter
Sunday will have more of a DIY content. You are cordially invited to join us at any of
them. We are used to stepping in when John has been away, and some future services
will also be DIY, but there will also be a number of visiting preachers, perhaps even
John at times. We are praying, of course, for God’s guidance in choosing a successor
for John, but this may take some time. So it will be business as usual here at the
Baptist church (well, not quite as usual, perhaps!). John and Jane may no longer be
here, but the rest of us are, and our welcome is just as warm and unconditional as it
ever was. You might even enjoy our informal and (mostly) joyful services, not to
mention our shared lunches!

Holiday Club dates are 18 to 22 August, a little later than usual this year, but make
sure your children don’t miss out, if possible. Book with Janice Quatermain on 737269.
Hall bookings will also be handled by Janice, during Jane Whitaker’s prolonged illness.
The Church Office will only be manned intermittently, but any messages on the
answerphone will be dealt with. 737315.

For help and information, any of the leaders can be contacted: Mike Gage 01295
680506; Nigel Whitehead 730602; Liz Ridler 737400; Dorothy Smith 737266.

Rev. Mike Tydeman of Bloxham Baptist Church will act as moderator and give pastoral
oversight. Other activities continue as usual.

Easter Services

Maundy Thursday: 17 April, 6.30pm: Meal, followed by Holy Communion
Good Friday: 18 April 10am: Short service, followed by hot x buns and coffee in the
hall

Easter Sunday: 20 April: 8am: Holy Communion, 9am: Breakfast,10.30am: Easter
service.

Dorothy Smith 737266
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.

www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960

Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641 Hook Norton, OX15 5DD
Extensive range of new
and used cars & 4x4’s:
petrol, diesel & electric
Part exchange welcome

All-new Mitsubishi Outlander 4x4

We look forward to seeing you, the kettle is on!

Service
MOT Parts
Bodyshop
Fuel Shop
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HOOK NORTON GIRLS FOOTBALL
Hook Norton Girls
football team have
enjoyed an exciting
couple of months
despite the weather.

‘So far in footy it has
been great fun
because we have
played Launton
Ladies. Our
goalkeeper did really
well and we all
played our best
unfortunately we
lost!! We played our
next match against
Summertown Stars
where we had a mini
tournament and we
did really well. We
have some very

encouraging coaches that help us all the time and always make it great fun,’ says Ella
White

Hook Norton Girls also provided the Guard of Honour at Oxford United's Kassam
Stadium when the Yellows hosted Portsmouth.

Ian Porter

SPORTING SUCCESS
Hooky has its own international
sports star. Oliver Evans (19)
has just received his first
International Cap playing for
England Deaf Rugby against
Wales Deaf at Cardiff Arms Park
on Sunday 26 January. The
photo shows Oliver receiving
the cap.
Oliver is at University of West
England, based at Hartpury
College, doing a sports
performance degree - he went
to Hook Norton Primary and
Chipping Norton schools.
Congratulations Oliver!
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HOOK NORTON BROWNIES
1st Hook Norton Brownies are based in the Memorial Hall on Mondays
and we are open to all ages between seven and ten (Year 3–Year 5).
Lately we have:

· been to a campfire site,
· explored different 20th-century games and
· made pancakes for Pancake Day.

You may have noticed we have done a lot
of community work lately, particularly at
the school. That is because it is one of the
Brownie duties. This term we are
particularly focusing on how we can keep
to ‘A Brownie’s duties’ and the Brownie
promise.

The Brownie promise is:

‘I promise that I will do my best:
To be true to myself and develop my beliefs,
To serve the Queen and my community,
To help other people and
To keep the Brownie Guide Law.’

So this term we have been especially focusing on ‘To serve the Queen and my
community’. To back-up that, we have set up a stall at a school fundraising event.

On Saturday 10 May we’re having a party to celebrate the 100th anniversary of
Brownies. If you have been a Brownie or a Brownie leader/helper, please come along.
It is at the Hook Norton Primary School Hall and it starts at 2pm. When Brownies first
started in 1914, it was called Rosebuds, but later that year in September it was
changed to Brownies.

By Eliza Porter, age 10



NATIONAL FEDERATION
OF

WOMEN’S INSTITUTES

OXFORDSHIRE FEDERATION

HOOK NORTON W.I.

PROGRAMME: 20122013

Meetings on the
3rd Tuesday of the Month

In
The Baptist Hall

At
2pm

Visitors Welcome

PROGRAMME 2014-2015



WI PROGRAMME 2014 � 2015

Tue April 15th Anniversaries of 2014 - Graham Horn

Competition: WW 1 memorabilia

Tue May 20th The Hat Box - Christine Abel

Competition: Decorated hairband

Thu June 12th Summer lunch at The Mill at Kingham

Tue June 17th The History of Fragrance - Julia Staite

Competition: Perfume bottle

Thu July 17th Summer outing - Greys court

Tue August 19th Garden Party at Fances’

Tue Sept. 16th Parks - from Paradise to Panic - John Chaplin

Competition: A wooden object

Tue October 21st Movers and Shakers
Jane Finnerty, Jean  Hammond

Competition: Autumn arrangement



WI PROGRAMME 2014 � 2015 (contd)

Thu October 23rd Bring and Buy Sale

Thu Nov. 13th Christmas Shopping Trip

Tue Nov. 18th Dementia Friends Initiative

Competition: Handknitted scarf

Thu Dec. 4th Christmas lunch at The Sun

Tue Dec. 16th Christmas Tea & Entertainment

Competition: Childhood photo

Tue January 20th Sand, Sea and Sacred Places - Jennie Boyle

Competition: Egyptian souvenir

Tue February 17th History of Pinewood Studios - Mike Payne

Competition: Snowdrops

Tue March 17th AGM & Mini – Show



PRESIDENT
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VICE PRESIDENT
Mrs Catherine Sparks

SECRETARY
Mrs Maureen Watkins

TREASURER
Mrs Alrys Morris



WILDLIFE NOTES
After one of the wettest winters on record, we seem to have turned the corner, and
hopefully spring has now arrived. Well, at least some of the birdlife thinks it has! The
tell tale sounds of woodpeckers have been heard in various parts of the village. I have

yet to see the one I hear most
mornings on my early dog walk, but
Wendy Gordon, not content with
merely seeing one in her garden, has
managed to photograph it. Thanks to
Wendy for the use of her photo for
this article.

Other birdlife observations have
included woodcock near the
allotments and several buzzards
ground feeding on worms in a field
by the road to Great Rollright. While
mentioning raptors, Ben Hill reports
that he observed a male
sparrowhawk in his garden, which

had caught a chaffinch. Last time, I mentioned that cormorants had been seen near
Redlands Farm. Apparently it is not uncommon to see them so far inland. Indeed, as
I was waiting at the fish and chip van one Friday night, a pair flew over. Perhaps they
were after a ready cooked supper!

Moving on to mammals, Betty Couldrey saw three muntjac crossing the field at the
top of Bourne Lane going towards the Sibford Road. One morning, at about 8.30, I
observed a fox entering and leaving a garden in Burycroft Road before going into the
fields by Gilden Farm.

The milder weather has also resulted in activity among insects. Tim Burchell reports
seeing both Brimstone and Peacock butterflies recently.

Finally a question – we have set up a bird feeder in our garden, but so far it doesn't
seem to have attracted any birds. Is it because of where we have placed it, on a
fencepost, or due to the fact that our immediate neighbour has several cats, which
come into our garden?

Please keep me advised of your wildlife sightings. You can either send me, David
McGill, an email at scotlandend@btinternet.com or telephone on 737103.

Presenting an evening of :

DANCE MISCELLANY
Something for all tastes presented by talented enthusiasts

Friday 23 May, 7.30pm
Chipping Norton School Hall

All proceeds from the evening will go to Cancer Research UK
Adults £7.50 Children £5.00
Tickets available from Gill Begnor: 01608 738248
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building a better future

SPECIALIST
LEGAL SERVICES FOR

WHEN IT REALLY COUNTS

DIVORCE, SEPARATION, CHILDREN
AND ALL ASPECTS OF FAMILY LAW

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
WILLS AND PROBATE

Nicky Gough MA MSc LLM, Solicitor
The Grain Store Springfield Farm Brailes Oxfordshire OX15 5JH

www.cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk
info@cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk

01608 686590

Private Tuition For

 ‘LAMDA EXAMS’
(A LAMDA Exam is the speech and drama equivalent of a music grade)

For more information please call

Sarah Brown

Tel: 01608 730691
or 07973 199520

Hook Norton Pre–School Playgroup

4 July BBQ
Theme: American Independence Day

Tickets £1.50 per person
 Includes your first burger or hotdog

Starts at 6pm @ Playgroup
Licenced Bar
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FOHNCL - KEEPING OUR LIBRARY OPEN
www.keephookybooky.co.uk

Things are looking up for the future of Hooky’s library. Up to
now, ten people have come forward offering their services as
volunteers to help run the library. In addition, I am delighted
to announce that Stella Wilson has joined the FOHNCL
Committee as our Volunteer Coordinator. The volunteers will
be trained over the next few months and will soon be on hand
working alongside our Library Manager. If you would like to add your name to the
growing list of volunteers, it is not too late.

Thanks to the support of all the Friends of Hook Norton Library, to local sponsors and
the Parish Council, we are now confident that our library will stay open and retain its
current opening hours and its qualified staff. This will be achieved by a combination
of funding and volunteers provided by FOHNCL, to make up for the shortfall in OCC
funding from April 2015.

FOHNCL is continuing its fund-raising efforts. Our next event will be the annual Book
and Plant Sale on 17 May. This event is now a Hook Norton institution. Please come
along to pick up books and plants at bargain prices – and to enjoy a coffee and chat
to friends – while helping us to provide the funds needed for the future of our library.
Further fund-raising events are being planned for the autumn.

If you would like to help us in any way, please get in touch with Sue Ditchfield on
01608 737604, or email hnlib@hotmail.co.uk.

Sue Ditchfield (FOHNCL Secretary)

MUSIC FOR ALL TASTES
Hook Norton Brass Band Spring Concert: Saturday 26 April, 7.30pm, St Peter's
Church, Hook Norton – an evening of popular Brass Band music under the direction
of Jenny Barrie. Music for all tastes, from traditional marches, big band, film and TV to
classics – also featuring the Training Band, refreshments and free admission, raffle.
Retiring collection for Band funds – everybody welcome.

St Andrew's Church, Gt Rollright is hosting a short concert to be followed by
afternoon tea and cake on Sunday 18 May at 4pm to raise money for Children's Homes
in India Trust. The performers are Hook Norton resident Helen Rogers playing the
harpsichord and baroque cellist Daisy Vatalaro. Tickets are £5 (children under 15 free)
and are available on the door or from 737359.

Warriner Choral Society (Bloxham) are excitedly preparing for their Spring Concert.
Supported by Akeman Chamber Orchestra they will present some well-known
favourites: Bach’s Magnificat, Brandenburg Concerto No2 and Handel's Coronation
Anthems. Saturday 10 May, 7.30pm; St Peter & Paul Church, Deddington. Tickets -
£12 from warrinerchoralsociety.org.uk or Hampton's, Deddington or call 01295 721224.



Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

Jeff Sherborne
Transform your bathroom into a
 Shower Room in just a few days

SAVE WATER

SAVE TIME

SAVE MONEY

Ring Jeff at Milcombe
01295 720670 or 07778 804427

Email
jeff.sherborne@btconnect.com

Mr & Mrs. J Sherborne

5 Heath Close, Milcombe

Banbury

OX15 4RZ

E-mail:
jeffery@jsherborne.wanadoo.co.uk

Tel:
01295 720670
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LONDON MARATHON
WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT UPDATE

By the time you get this copy of the
Newsletter, it will be less than 2 weeks
before I have to run 26.2 miles around
London carrying the equivalent of 10 bags
of sugar! (For anyone who is questioning
my sanity, I'm going for the Guinness World
Record for the fastest marathon carrying a
20lb backpack. Now you can carry on

questioning my sanity.)
At the time of writing, I have run a total of 310 miles, which has taken me 53 hours.
Around half of that has been done in the dark (weekday training runs have to be at
6am to fit them in before work) and at least half has been done in windy/rainy/icy
conditions. There have been many ups and downs (mostly downs – I really am never
doing this again!), including a fall on a patch of ice and a week off due to a knee
injury caused by a clothes shopping trip with my daughters! But I'm up to 20 miles
now and I'm going to give it my best
shot (and if I don't get the record
I'm going to keep training and try
again later in the year!).
Thanks to all those who have offered
me words of encouragement and
lifts when they've seen me
staggering around the village with
my backpack. Thanks also to
everyone who has sponsored me.
I'm running to raise money for
Cancer Research UK and every
penny I raise will go towards the
fight to cure cancer. So please
sponsor me if you haven't already:
www.JustGiving.com/
4thMidLifeCrisis

Gill Begnor

NEWSLETTER
POST BOX

The Newsletter box has gone
missing from the post office since
the recent refit. If you have put
anything in it since the last edition
that has not been acknowledged,
please contact me.

David Jones 737748
news@hook-norton-

newsletter.co.uk
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We are a

MASTERS  OF  COLOUR
SALON

achieved in London  with  Schwarzkopf  International

We  can do ‘Hair Up’ for Weddings, Parties and Balls.

Open until 8pm on Tuesdays

Come along  and  meet  us

Telephone: 01608 737073
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“Make Hook Norton an even better place to be, now and for future generations”

The plan has reached the Submission stage following comments and feedback received
during the Pre Submission Stage, from 18 November 2013 to 6 January 2014. The
Steering Group wishes to thank all those who provided feedback and comments.
We are currently preparing the required documentation ready to submit to Cherwell
District Council. The status of the CDC ‘Local Plan’ is integral to acceptance of our
Neighbourhood Plan. The ‘emerging’ CDC Local plan will enter a ‘pre-examination’
hearing at the end of March. Based on the outcome of this hearing and advice from
CDC we aim to ensure the optimal timing for our submission.
The CDC Local Plan has been submitted for examination. However, at this stage, it is
not known when it may be adopted. We should have some indication regarding how
our plan may move forward following the ‘pre-examination’ hearing of the CDC local
plan. We are carefully reviewing the progress of other Neighbourhood Plans, which
have been challenged because the local authorities do not have an adopted Local Plan.
We could face similar challenges, in particular around housing numbers.
Once the Plan is finalised there will be a Referendum. If there is a majority vote in
favour at the Referendum, the Plan will become part of the Development Plan for the
area – that means it will sit alongside the Cherwell Local Plan and any proposals for
development will be assessed against it.
The Plan, prepared under the provisions of the Localism Act, is based on the results
of consultation with people in the Civil Parish of Hook Norton and sets out the future
development of Hook Norton to 2031 as envisioned by our residents. A
Neighbourhood Plan provides a new way for local communities to influence the
planning of the area in which they live and/or work under a legal basis provided by
the Localism Act 2011.
In developing a robust and sustainable Neighbourhood Plan, the Steering Group seeks
to both inform and involve the residents of Hook Norton. More information can be
found on the website www.hooknortonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk. And our Facebook
page https://www.facebook.com/HookNortonNeighbourhoodPlan. You can also contact
the Steering Group Chairman Jonathan Muller on 01608 738295

BANBURY CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
AT ST PETER’S CHURCH: SUNDAY 18 MAY

Returning to Hook Norton for a Sunday afternoon concert, the
highlight of Banbury Chamber Orchestra’s programme this year
is Mozart’s harp and flute concerto. See you there at 4pm.
Tickets: £8 (adults – children under 18 are FREE), available from
Emma Callery (737249 or email: emma@caller.demon.co.uk).



Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?

WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
ü Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
ü Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
ü Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
ü Specialist Letting and Management service.
ü Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.

ü Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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FOHNS (FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL)
The Friends are very pleased to say we have raised an impressive
£4,630 so far this academic year! This couldn’t happen without the
hard work and dedication of the FOHNS committee, but also to all
those who come to support our events. THANK YOU!

The introduction of the new curriculum in September places substantial
demands on schools and little extra funding is provided to help meet
these changes. So the support FOHNS receives means our school can rise to the
challenges and demands of adapting to the curriculum.

At the start of the academic year, the committee agreed to support the school’s
investment in a new maths scheme, Abacus. It’s designed to be ready for the
introduction of the curriculum in September of this year so, with the funds raised, the
school have been able to buy the scheme and get started with rolling it out across the
school.

We also agreed to contribute to a longer-term project to upgrade their IT
infrastructure. Within the new curriculum, ICT is becoming integral to learning across
all subjects rather than as stand-alone subject in itself. Many improvements are needed
to enable the school to keep up to date with constant advances in technology.

We’re looking forward to some family-friendly events in the coming months. See below
for what we have lined-up. In the meantime, thank you again for all your support.

Upcoming Events
Saturday 17 May, Family Bingo
Saturday 31 May, look out for our Stall at M@C
Friday 11 July, Summer BBQ

Kate Luxton & Wiz Wintle (Co-Chairs, FoHNS)
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LOCAL ENVIRONMENT CHAMPIONS
Following the appeal in the last Newsletter we have now recruited five environment
champions to work with local volunteers to look after their areas of the village. Full
details of the areas covered and who your local champion is will be available on the
village website. The areas we have covered are:
Ironstone Hollow, Beanacre, Netting St and Watery Lane, Scotland End, and Queen
St, Osney Close.
Many areas of the village remain without cover, so if anyone is interested in joining
in, contact…

Parish Councillor Jem Hayward jem@briksdal.co.uk

DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY – THANK YOU
Frank and Ann Faulkner would like to thank all the Bellringers
who rang a quarter peal to celebrate their 60th Wedding
Anniversary. Frank was an active member of the group for many
years.
Many thanks also to the W I for the beautiful basket of flowers
and a very big thank you to all friends and relations for the lovely
cards and flowers.
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SHIPSTON HOME NURSING – FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Sunday 6 April, 10am:
Spring Run, Jog Or Walk: Only 6 miles, in the wonderful grounds of
Walton Hall, Wellesbourne CV35 9HU. Dogs welcome on leads! Hot
dogs at the finish line. Bring a team! Warm up with Jamie Francis PT
To book your place call Gilda 01789 740083/07970 177951 or Rebecca
01608 674929 – or just come along on the day.
£5 per adult/£3 per child (you may also wish to be sponsored and raise more funds
for the charity). Sponsored by Sheldon Bosley.
Saturday 12 April, 10am:
Whichford’s Marmalade Festival and Meet Pru Leith, Famous Cookery Writer
Marmalade-making competition, talk, coffee
St Michael’s Church, Whichford: Entry £5
Details from Julia 01608 684019/Sophia 01608 684369
Saturday 26 April, 7.30pm
Call My Wine Bluff - An evening with the BBC & QVC
Chairman: Richard Phillips, racehorse trainer
The Panel: Beverley Cressman (QVC Channel Guest presenter); Cornelius Lysaght
(BBC Racing Correspondent); Mark Pougatch (BBC 5 Live Sports Report and ‘Ashes’
breakfast presenter)
Raffle; 5 Lot Auction; Bring Your Own Picnic; Cash Bar
Sheldon Bosley Hub, Shipston. Entrance Fee: £15
For more details and booking form contact winebluff@hotmail.co.uk
Any queries Rebecca 01608 674 929. In Association with Sheldon’s Wine Cellars

on Sunday May 11th starting from Hell Brake Paddock, Whatcote.

Come for a gentle walk up to Hell Brake to see the Bluebells and enjoy a cream tea
in the churchyard on your return.

You can start the walk any time between 2.00pm and 5.00pm

The cost is £6.00 for adults, accompanied children free – and this includes the tea
and scones!

The walk will start from Church Lane, Whatcote (postcode CV36 5EF), and will be
well signposted in the village, as will free car parking.

Cake & produce stalls – Dogs welcome if kept on a lead.

Proceeds to St Peter’s Church.

Strong shoes or boots are essential.

If you have any queries please contact Sue Price –
telephone 01295 680007 or e-mail: susan.price@ukgateway.net
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Single & sociable?

Why not join Single File, a friendly social group for the unattached aged 50-70?
We meet in Chipping Norton and the surrounding area.

Full programme of events and excursions. Fortnightly pub meetings.
enquiries@singlefilecn.org.uk

Tel: 077655 98518, www.singlefilecn.org.uk
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HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Banbury Results so far: As I write, our A and B teams are
1st and 2nd in Division 2 of the Floodlit League while the C
team is 7 in Division 3. In the Weekend League our one
team is 6th in Division 1.

Events: There was a Fun Tournament on 22 March. The AGM
is on Friday 11 April followed by a social evening at the
Sports & Social Club.

Additional club sessions: As well as the Weds afternoon club sessions, starting from
2pm, we are proposing to run Sunday afternoon sessions every third Sunday in the
month (Sunday mornings continue to be club mornings).

Cardio Tennis: Sessions are on Tues 11.30am–12.30pm and Weds 7–8 pm. £2 each.
Open to non-members.

Junior Coaching, Ladies Coaching and Rusty Racquets
Tuesdays: Ladies 1 (18+); Mini Red 1 (5-8); Rusty Racquets 1 (18+)
Wednesdays: Junior Squad 1 (11+); Cardio Tennis 1 (18+)
Fridays: Junior 1/2 (11+)
Saturdays: Mini Red 2 (5-8); Mini Orange 1 (8-9); Mini Green 1 (10)

Easter Coaching Programme for Juniors: An extensive programme of coaching is
available Mon–Fri 7-11 and 14–18 Apr for juniors of all ages (3–11+). £11.25-£32.50
Full details from: Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons1@aol.com (teams/general info),
or Marc Gilkes, 265085, marcgilkes@fsmail.net (Cardio Tennis/Easter Coaching). Or
see our website:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or via www.hook-norton.org.uk

WHAT ARE THOSE GREEN THINGS?
You may have noticed a swathe of about 19.5ha (48 ac.) of land south and west
of the Brewery that has recently been covered with erect, green, 4-foot high, plastic
tubes. This is a new woodland planted by the Woodland Trust (and the green tubes
are tree-guards!). James Lamb, the site manager, told me:
‘The site was bought by the Trust under a scheme to locate sites where plantations
could enhance existing habitat, reduce flood risk or utilise unproductive land. Once
the trees are established this spring, the Trust will sell the woodland [in smaller
parcels, probably] to a local community group, individual or business who have an
interest in the long term management of woodland for amenity, wood fuel, wildlife
or carbon mitigation.’
The species planted are 15% pendunculate oak, 25% hazel/hawthorn/spindle/
dogwood/dogrose and 35% hornbeam/silver birch/field maple/wild
cherry/rowan/red oak/sweet chestnut/small-leaved lime, plus 25% open land. In
all, there are 23,220 trees.
The new owners will get a Forestry Commission (FC) grant for the first 15 years,
subject to practising good husbandry, which includes the eventual removal of the
tree guards. Oxfordshire CC and the FC were consulted to ensure that environment,
landscape and archaeology was safeguarded. Cherwell DC and HN Parish Council
were not consulted and planning consent is not required. The Trust is discussing
improvements to the footpath. Contact me for more details. David Jones
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M@C - FRIDAY 30 & SATURDAY 31 MAY

The 18th annual Hook Norton charity music festival will soon be here! Over £66000
has been raised since 2001 and donated to Leukaemia Research, Fire Service Fund,
Air Ambulance, Katherine House Hospice, our village primary school and a host of
local organisations and youth groups.

The weekend music festival will run 7pm–11pm on Friday 30 and 1pm–11.30pm on
Saturday 31 May at Ferris Hill Farm, Hook Norton. All the music will be undercover in
a big marquee, along with the bar. So whatever the weather, we can all stay dry!

The musical fayre includes: blues and rock from the Krissie Matthews Band,
featuring special guest Pete Brown, the writer of classic Cream hits including
Sunshine of Your Love. Banbury favourites Spank the Monkey. ‘Porterhouse Blues’
present The Blues Duo. We have The Psychadelic Raiders, Man Make Fire, The
FUSS and The Scholars. There will be roots, folk and acoustic music from Rachel
Gittus, Scarecrow, Jonny MacGuire, Speak Brother and Rufus Goodlove. More
acts to be announced …. See the website for more details including running times,
Friday and Saturday acts.
We are planning even more children’s entertainment, to include activities provided by
our village groups. There will be an extended choice of food vendors, including Mexican,
paella, pig roasts plus teas and cakes from our own WI. Plus there is the Hook Norton
Bar.

Tickets go on sale at the end of March. Take advantage of ‘weekend saver’
and ‘advance purchase saver’ prices.

Advance ticket prices (to 23 May)
Weekend (Friday and Saturday): Adult £20; 11-17 (& OAP) £10
10 years and under FREE.
Saturday only ticket: Adult £15; 11-17 (& OAP) £5. Friday only ticket £10
After 23 May and on the day
Weekend (Friday and Saturday); Adult £25; 11-17 (& OAP) £15
10 years and under FREE
Saturday only ticket: Adult £20: 11-17 (& OAP) £10. Friday only ticket £10
Tickets from: Post Office, Village Shop, The Gate Hangs High, The Sun, The Pear
Tree, Brewery Visitor’s Centre, Jaffe and Neale - Chipping Norton and One Man Band
- Banbury. Online at www.hookymusic.co.uk
More information can be found on the website: www.hookymusic.co.uk
We are always looking for help in running the event. If you would like to get involved,
any help you can provide is appreciated, please contact us through our website or
email Pete at petewatkins4@aol.com.

Hook Norton Charitable Association
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Car parking available for customers

Hook Norton Post Office & General Stores
1 Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, OX15 5EG

01608 737382

NEW
Opening Times
SHOP &
POST OFFICE
Monday to Saturday
7.00am to 6.00pm

Bread, loaves & pas�es every day•

Fresh vegetables & fruits•

Local milk, eggs & bu�er•

The cheapest wine in the village•

Sta�onery & much more•

•

while in store

We take all UK credit/debit cards•

FRESH SANDWICHES•

NATIONAL LOTTERY•

NEWSPAPERS•

HANCOCKS
S O L I C I T O R S

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Email:
michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

Web: www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

Hancocks
24 Horsefair, Banbury
Oxfordshire OX16 0YA

Telephone: +44 (0)1295 253211
Facsimile: +44 (0)1295 273069
DX 24201 Banbury
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HOOK NORTON JUNIOR CRICKET CLUB
The Club has a new format for the 2014 season. There are several changes to our
coaching structure which will enable us to work within our current parent and coaching
help resource and will mean we can continue to provide safe, effective and enjoyable
cricket for all our members.

Officers
Chairman and Secretary  Paul White: paul@paulwhitefertilisers.co.uk
Treasurer and Registration Sec Helen Koch: helen_koch@hotmail.com
Welfare Officer   Kim Harris: kim@rmhltd.com

Age Group squads – Boys & Girls
U15 (Yr 9-10) Chris Grimes: cgrimes@mngp.co.uk
U13 (Yr 7-8) Richard Harris: rich@rmhltd.com
U11 (Yr 5-6) Alistair Driver: alistair.driver@farmersguardian.com
U10 (Yr 4) Jeff Hutchinson: jeff.hutchinson@natwest.com
Minis (Yr 1-3) No coaching this season

Coaching and Match evenings
U10s Thursday 6.30–7.30pm
U11s Thursday 6.30–8pm and home match night (away games could be Tuesday,
Wednesday or Thursday evenings)
U13s Monday 6.30–8pm and Sunday morning match days
U15s Friday 6.30–8pm and Monday evening match night
Tuesday evenings could be utilised if any parent volunteers would like to manage one
of the younger age groups. This would be subject to volunteers being DBS checked
and attending Child Protection and First Aid courses.

Paul White

HOOK NORTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Hi everyone and, at last, welcome to spring. We have loads going on at the club this
year and hope the weather continues to be in our favour. With all the changes, and
continuing footy games well into cricket season, final details of the programme are
still to be made. But look out for Come Dine With Me returning to the Club, and this
year we are hoping to join in with Sports Relief with Hooky's Top Dog so, if you've
got a pet pooch that you think could take this title, look out for posters and info on
our FB page.

We also have our regular bingo nights and quiz nights, as well as live music nights
and our sporting fixtures. Please note that during non-Premier league time (i.e. June
and July), club times will vary while we have the cricket season, but we will be following
the England Team in World Cup fixtures.

For all up-to-date info, follow us on Twitter @hookyclub and our website
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk, or on our Facebook page.

Hope to see you all soon and good luck to all our footy teams completing the season,
hopefully with no more wet weather. Colette Warner

Chippy Lido opens for the summer on the 17th April!
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Days Times Costs
Morning Playgroup Monday - Friday 9am – 12 noon £10.00
Pick up from nursery Monday – Friday 11:30am – 12:30pm £1.50
Lunch Club Monday – Friday 12 noon – 12:30pm £1.50
Take to Nursery Monday – Friday 12:30pm  £1.50
Afternoon Playgroup Monday – Friday 12:30pm – 3:30pm £10.00
Pick up from School Monday – Friday 3:15pm  £1.00
After School Club Monday – Friday 3:15pm – 6:00pm £3.00 per hour

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
The Old School, off Osney Close, Queen Street, Hook Norton, OXON. OX15 5NW
Tel: 01608 730560

Registered Charity No: 1032151
Registered Voucher Provider no: 11234677

Outstanding Ofsted inspection 2010.
2 year and 3 year funding available
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Interior Decorating
Quality Work ~ Reasonable Rates ~ Free Estimates

Call me on 07887 508021

Alan Lewis



APRIL VILLAGE DIARY
09:15 AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays Baptist Hall
10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays Baptist Hall
10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays St Peters
10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays Primary School
10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays Baptist Hall
10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes - Wednesday Memorial Hall
13.30 PM Pilates - Friday Primary School
17.00 PM The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 Youth Hall
18.30 PM Pilates - Sunday, Monday Primary School
19:00 PM Hooky Ukes - Mondays Old Lion Coffee Shop
19:00 PM Zumba Class - Thursday Primary School
19.30 PM Yoga -  Monday Primary School
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1 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Church Hall
2 14:00 Rhymetimes again for the under-fives Hook Norton Library
2 20:00 HN Allotment Association Meeting Sun
3 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
4 19:00 Family Bingo Sports and Social Club
7 00:00 Primary School April Holiday
7 19:00 Energize Youth Group for Yr 7 upwards Youth Hall
9 14:30 Reading Group Library
9 19:00 Entry night for Spring Show Memorial Hall
10 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels Sun Inn
10 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
12 09:00 Village Market Memorial Hall
12 10:00 Garden Club Spring Show Hook Norton School
13 10:00 Palm Sunday Service St Peter's Church
15 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
16 19:30 Garden Club Memorial Hall
17 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
17 18:30 Maundy Thursday Service Baptist Chapel
17 19:30 Passover Supper and Service St Peter's Church
18 00:00 Bank Holiday - Good Friday
18 10:00 Good Friday Service and Hot X Buns Baptist Chapel
18 14:00 Good Friday hour at the Cross St Peter's Church
20 00:00 FESTIVAL OF ST GEORGE Pear Tree Inn
21 00:00 Bank Holiday - Easter Monday
21 19:00 Outlook Youth Group for Yr 10 upwards Youth Hall
22 19:00 BUSY BEES KNITTING AND CRAFT CLUB Baptist Hall
24 10:30 Carry On Learning Youth Hall
26 19:30 Hook Norton Brass Band Spring Concert St. Peter's Church
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1 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
2 19:00 Family Bingo Sports and Social Club
3 14:00 Rollright Rocks Great Rollright
5 00:00 May Day Holiday – School Closed
5 19:00 Energize Youth Group for Yr 7 upwards Youth Hall
6 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Church Hall
7 14:00 Rhymetimes again for the under-fives Library
8 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels Sun Inn
8 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
10 09:00 Village Market Memorial Hall
10 14:00 Big Brownie Birthday! Hook Norton School
14 14:30 Reading Group Library
15 00:00 Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
15 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
17 09:30 FOHNCL Book and Plant Sale Library or Youth Hall if wet
17 tbc FOHNS Family Bingo Hook Norton School
19 19:00 Outlook Youth Group for Yr 10 upwards Youth Hall
20 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
21 19:30 Garden Club Memorial Hall
22 10:30 Carry On Learning Youth Hall
26 00:00 Primary School Late Spring Holiday
26 00:00 Spring bank holiday
27 19:00 Busy Bees Knitting  and Craft Club Baptist Hall
29 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
30 19:00 M@C Friday Night Event Ferris Hill Farm, OX15 5DF
31 13:00 M@C Music Festival Ferris Hill Farm, OX15 5DF

MAY VILLAGE DIARY
09:15 AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays Baptist Hall
10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays Baptist Hall
10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays St Peters
10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays Primary School
10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays Baptist Hall
10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes - Wednesday Memorial Hall
13.30 PM Pilates - Friday Primary School
17.00 PM The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 Youth Hall
18.30 PM Pilates - Sunday, Monday Primary School
19:00 PM Hooky Ukes - Mondays Old Lion Coffee Shop
19:00 PM Zumba Class - Thursday Primary School
19.30 PM Yoga -  Monday Primary School
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Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers

Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment

Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes

For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
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Printed by KMS Litho Ltd - 01608 737640 - kmslitho.co.uk

Personalised design
service and
consultancy in your
own home.

Beau�ful Bespoke Curtains,
Roman & Roller Blinds & So�
Furnishings, handmade to
the highest standard

Advice on every kind of
Fabric from numerous
suppliers

Stylish complimentary
Cushions & Loose

Covers

Re‐upholstery service

Custom made Bedspreads &
Headboards

New Sofas & Chairs

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145

email: info@annwoolgrove.com

www.annwoolgrove.com

01295 788845


