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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

FROM THE EDITORS

This is my fifth attempt at editing
the Newsletter and I’m still
finding my feet, but enjoying the
challenge. The village has so
much going on it’s often hard to
fit all the events and reports in.
It’s a tribute to the many people
who donate their time and
energies to the various clubs and
activities – thank you to you all.
Sadly we report the deaths of
Doris White, aged 92 years, and
David Mynett and on behalf of
the
village
send
their
condolences to their families and
friends.
Janice Salmon
news@hook-nortonnewsletter.co.uk
Many thanks to George Stowe
for the cover photograph this
month
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NEX T ISSUE: DECEMBER
COPY DATE: 15TH NOVEMBER
The views expressed in the Newsletter are not
necessarily those of the Editorial Team
www.hook-norton.org.uk/newsletter

HOOK NORTON ARTS SOCIETY
Hook Norton Arts Society was formed several years ago to facilitate in our local community the
appreciation of visual arts. In practice, the society organises half-day or full-day courses at which
invited speakers conduct lectures, including slides if appropriate, based on visual arts topics. In
the past this has mainly concentrated on particular artists, groups of artists or particular periods
in art history.
As a change from conventional topics the autumn programme deals mainly with the architecture,
history and design of country houses and their gardens. This includes iconic gardens abroad such
as Alhambra and Hanging Gardens of Babylon. These will be afternoon courses commencing on
Thursday 31 October 2013.
Prior to the above, the Annual General Meeting will be held at the Primary School at 2pm on
Thursday 24 October. New members are particularly welcome and anyone else interested. A
simple brochure detailing the autumn programme and enrolment form will be available at the
AGM.
Anyone who would like a brochure or details of the society prior to the AGM may contact John
Lilley on 01608 730662.
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Andy Mariner - Handyman services
Ÿ Painting & decorating
Ÿ Property maintenance & odd jobs
Ÿ Garden maintenance & clearance
Ÿ Small landscaping
Introductory rates available
Free quotes & advice provided – friendly & reliable - excellent references

Call 07984 819218 or email amariner@btinternet.com
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ANGLIA CAMP 2013!
On Sunday 10 August, eight
Hook Norton Guides, three
Swere Valley Senior Section
and two leaders went to Anglia
13 camp as part of Cherwell
Division. Anglia 13 was a huge
camp that included over 1000
Guides, Senior Section and leaders from all over
Anglia.
On the first evening, there was an official
opening ceremony, and we had a special guest
come and perform for us – Sam Kelly who was
in the finals of Britain’s Got Talent last
year. He was amazing! The activities
were split into five zones: earth, water,
air, fire and global. We spent around two
hours in each zone and did lots of
activities, including water zorbing,
kayaking, balloon race, bouncy castle,
rock climbing, abseiling, samba
drumming, crafts, backwoods cooking,
problem solving and an obstacle course!
On the Tuesday, the Chief Guide, Gill
Slocombe, came and had lunch with us.
It was a prize for getting booked into
camp early. She spoke to us about Guiding, and
becoming Chief Guide, and she answered all of
our questions.
There was also a talent show at camp! Three of
us from Hook Norton Guides and Senior Section
auditioned – Esme Knight, Jessica Hackland and
myself. Unfortunately none of us got through,
but we all enjoyed watching the finals on
Wednesday! On the final evening there was a
closing ceremony followed by a disco. We saw
what everyone had been doing during the week
through photos, videos and performances. It
was a great way to end the week!
We all had an absolutely great time, doing lots
of activities during the day and in the evening –
there was never a dull moment!
By Eleanor Taylor 1�� Hook Norton Guides
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ST PETER’S CHURCH
Thoughts of a Churchwarden!
As you will realise from reading previous Newsletters, St Peter’s Church has a
lot going for it as part of the village scene. We have a very friendly and enjoyable
social side to encourage people to come into church other than for a Sunday
service.
Our popular Font Café on Tuesday and Saturday mornings is a good meeting place for refreshment
and catching up on village news; I’m not sure which is more important?
During the autumn, we will be hosting a wide variety of concerts. Some are to raise money for St
Peter’s Church, and some are in aid of other charities, notably the Hook Norton Brass Band Concert
on Saturday 19 October. It is their Annual Concert to raise money for both St Peter’s Church and
the Churchill Hospital, Oxford.
At this time of year, when the clocks go back and the nights draw in, our thoughts turn to Christmas
(which will be less than 100 days away by the time you read this!). It is a special time for all age
groups, but children particularly find it very exciting both before and on Christmas Day. So we will
be having another Christmas Tree Festival this year, which will once again be organised by the
Orchard family. Two years ago it was a huge success and we are hoping for even greater things this
year. It brought much enjoyment to lots of people, plus it also brought out the competitive side of
people’s nature when it came to the judging of ‘The Best Tree’!
This year the Christmas Tree Festival will be held from the 20�� to the 22ⁿ� December, and will close
with a Carol Service in the early evening. Needless to say that everyone is welcome, so please see
posters (soon to be up!) for full details.
The Carols will mark the start of the traditional and spiritual side of Christmas. Our services for
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be published shortly, but certainly, at the ever-popular 10am
Birthday Party Service on Christmas Day, the children will again be invited to take along a present
to show to the congregation; and there’s a Birthday Cake as well!
So it’s a busy and exciting time coming up, but it is that vibrancy St Peter’s has that makes it such
a good place to be!
Mary Powell
For further details of all that’s going on at St Peter’s Church and Youth Hall,
see our noticeboards and website: www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk
or contact: The Rector, John Acreman (737223) Email: acreman@xalt.co.uk
or our Lay Minister, Janet Collins (737081)
or the Churchwardens, Pam Horne (730604) and me, Mary Powell (737463)

THE GEORGE HARRIS DAY
Pat, Michael and families would like to express their deepest gratitude to all involved in
‘The George Harris Day’ at the Sports and Social Club on 25 August 2013.
Special thanks to Garnet, Collette, all footballers (young and not-so-young) and their
families for giving up their Bank Holiday Sunday.
Thanks also to Under the Covers and all our friends who turned up to support the event.
It was a great day and a fantastic tribute.
Once again many thanks to all concerned.
Pat Busby
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON
COMMUNITY LIBRARY

Quiz
At the Sports and Social Club
Friday 25 October 2013
7.30 for 8pm start
Teams of 4 - £10 entry
Great prizes
Raffle
All funds raised will go to
support our village library,
which is facing funding cuts in 2015
Please come and support us

THE WHITE QUEEN, THE TUDORS AND HOOK NORTON
Fans of the recent BBC TV series The White Queen, and before it The Tudors, may be surprised to
learn of the connections between their leading characters and Hook Norton. These arose because
Hook Norton was divided into two manors: one belonged to Osney Abbey in Oxford, while the
other – the Lordship of the Manor of Hook Norton – lay in the King’s gift. Although the latter
property passed by inheritance, the King had to approve the transfer on each occasion. Many great
magnates gained the lordship, but duly suffered when the tide of battle or royal favour turned
against them.
In the early 15th century, the lordship of Hook Norton
was held by Alice, the granddaughter of Geoffrey
Chaucer, father of English poetry and an influential
courtier. In 1430 she married William de la Pole, Earl
of Suffolk (picture to the right is of an imaginary
portrait of William de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, by
Thomas Tindall Wildridge, dated 1888), and Hooky
became part of his extensive property in Oxfordshire
and elsewhere. Suffolk dominated Henry VI’s
government after 1437 and was created duke in 1448;
deeply unpopular, he was nicknamed Jack Napes, from
which ‘jackanapes’ comes. In 1450 he was impeached
for high treason, had his sentence commuted from
death to exile by the king, but was captured and killed
at sea. Alice managed to save her husband’s title and
some of his possessions, including the Hook Norton
manor, for her young son John de la Pole .
Alice had married eight-year-old John to a wellconnected child bride, Margaret Beaufort, the only
child of the Duke of Somerset and a great-greatgranddaughter of Edward III, but the marriage was annulled in 1453 at the king’s insistence. Instead
Henry VI arranged Margaret’s marriage to his own half-brother, Edmund Tudor, in 1455; they
produced Henry Tudor, whose Lancastrian claims to the throne Margaret (according to The White
Queen) devoted her life to furthering, until, thirty years later, he acceded as Henry VII.
Rejected by the Red Rose, John de la Pole moved to the White, marrying in 1458 the Duke of York's
daughter, Elizabeth, sister of the future Edward IV. Under the Yorkist kings Duke John enjoyed high
connections and acted as steward of England at his brother-in-law’s coronation in 1461. Though
never enjoying great wealth or power, John served Edward IV faithfully and then briefly Richard
III. In 1485 he quickly acquiesced in the triumph of the Tudor Henry VII, even though King Richard
had made John’s eldest son earl of Lincoln and declared him heir to the throne. Lincoln joined the
Yorkist rebellion of 1487 and was killed at the battle of Stoke.
After John’s death in 1492, his possessions including Hook Norton (though not the title of duke)
passed to his second son, Edmund de la Pole, now earl of Suffolk. Edmund proved unreliable, was
accused of murder, fled abroad with his brother Richard, plotted against the king, flaunted his own
Yorkist claims to the throne, and finished up in the Tower. Henry VIII issued a general pardon on
his accession in 1509 but specifically excluded the dangerous de la Pole brothers. When Richard
de la Pole was recognised as king of England by Louis XII of France in 1513, Edmund was executed
and his estates (including Hook Norton) confiscated.
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So what did Hook Norton get out of the royal connections of its Lords of the Manor? On the whole,
not much; it simply financed their pretensions. But at least in 1437 William de la Pole, the first Earl
of Suffolk, acquired from the King the right to hold a weekly market and two annual fairs at Hooky.
The market failed in the face of competition from Banbury and Chippy, but the fairs continued as
serious business and not-so-serious social occasions until the 1880s. So too the village would gain
some small advantage (as we shall see next time) when, in 1514, Henry VIII gave the royal manor
to a close drinking partner.
The research for this article was undertaken while preparing the History website for the village.
This is an ambitious project that may take some time to see the light of day but, with the help of
many, it is well on its way.
Article by Gill Geering and Donald Ratcliffe

THE COTSWOLD GUILD OF WEAVERS, SPINNERS AND DYERS
Are holding an open afternoon and display of work on

Saturday 12 October 2013 2–4pm at Hook Norton Baptist Schoolroom
An opportunity for anyone interested in textile- and yarn-based techniques do come along to see
what we produce during the year and at our monthly meetings in Hook Norton. Members will be
happy to chat about their projects and guests at any of our meetings are always welcome.
Saturday Winter Workshops are also open to non-members, so come along and see what we have
to offer.
Briar Noonan

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The 2013/14 season is now underway. Please
note that meetings will be held in the Baptist
Church Hall rather than the Brewery Visitor’s
Centre. The start time remains 7.30pm. This
year we have a village flavour in that three of
the talks are by village residents. The next
meeting on Tuesday 1 October will see Mark
Priddey tell us about The Bawdy Courts,
which once told us how to behave.
On 5 November, Martin Quartermain will be
talking about the railway 50 years after its
closure. In December, Roy Meadow will be
giving an insight into the life of a
Banburyshire GP 50 years ago, while in
January Andrew Bowen will be treating us to
the Confessions of a Hook Norton
Headmaster. Full details of the programme
can be found on the village website or from
the posters in the windows of the shop, post
office and dentist. Non-members are
welcome at any of the meetings, a nominal
£2 charge applies. Details about membership
can be obtained from the secretary;
David McGill (737103), email
scotlandend@btinternet.com
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Interior Decorating
Quality Work ~ Reasonable Rates ~ Free Estimates

Call me on 07887 508021

Alan Lewis
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Co-option – David Charles Graham Henderson was co-opted to the Parish Council on 12 September
2013.
Parish Council Working Groups are:
Recreation & Open Spaces Working Group: Cllrs Brotherston and Kane
Cemetery & Allotments Working Group: Cllrs Usher and Hicks
Ÿ Environment Working Group: Cllrs Cooke, Hayward and Millar
Ÿ HN Memorial Hall Working Group: Cllrs Brotherston and Henderson, Ray Jelf and Brian Rider
Ÿ Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee: Cllrs Hicks and Watkins
Accounts 2012–2013: External Auditors (BDO) completed the audit of the 2012–2013 Parish Council
accounts on 17 July 2013, with no issues arising. Councillors unanimously accepted the conclusion
of the audit at the meeting on 12 September 2013.
Appeal on Proposed Bourne Lane Development: Councillors will meet with Sir Tony Baldry MP
when the decision on this appeal is made known on 24 September.
Neighbourhood Plan: Open days have been well attended, with two further open days scheduled to
take place on 26 September in the Memorial Hall and on 28 September in the church. 183 surveys
have been returned and details are being collated.
Affordable Housing: The Parish Council, Cherwell Community Land Trust, Cherwell District Council
(CDC) and HN Low Carbon Group continue to consider use of CDC land off Bourne Lane for affordable or sheltered housing.
Allotments: Invoices for the allotment year 2013–2014 have been issued, payment being due no
later than 1 October. On 12 September the Parish Council approved Hook Norton Allotment Association’s proposal to increase rent for 2014–2015 by 50p to £21.50 (full plot) and by 25p to £13.25
(half plot). If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact the Parish Clerk
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk.
Cemetery: Complaints have been received that dog owners are allowing their animals to run free
and foul the cemetery. This is distressing for people visiting the graves of loved ones. Councillors ask
that owners keep their dogs under control and clean up after them.
Housing Register: People with affordable housing needs are reminded to register with Cherwell
District Council without delay. It takes a number of weeks for applications to be processed, perhaps
too late for Hook Norton residents to be eligible for any local properties that may become available.
Fix My Street: In March, Oxfordshire County Council launched ‘Fix My Street’, a way of reporting
potholes online. Since the start, OCC has fixed 15,349 defects, which is above their target of 3,000
repairs a month. Once verified, the Council’s contractor pledges to fix potholes within 28 days, 24
hours in an emergency and 4 hours for the most severe category. Residents can report defects on
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk.
Street Lighting: Faults can be recorded with Oxfordshire County Council on
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Roads & Transport/Street Lighting.
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton Parish Council

STOP PRESS - The Appeal decision to allow the Bourne Lane development to proceed
significantly affects how we deal with housing in our Neighbourhood Plan and in Hook Norton
over the next 20 years. To learn how the Neighbourhood plan plays a role in determining the
future development of our village go to www.hooknortonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/
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A LOCAL DEDICATED TEAM
FOR YOUR HOME
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BAPTIST CHURCH NEWS
At the start of a new autumn season we can look back with gratitude
over the summer that is past. We had another great holiday club in
August, attended by nearly 50 children. This year it had a nautical
theme, entitled ‘All aboard, HMS Trust’.
The adult leaders were supported by no less than 17 young assistants,
most of whom had previously been holiday clubbers but had now
passed the upper age limit, yet still wanted to be part of the action.
We are so grateful for their help. Good weather ensured we had a great barbecue on the Thursday
night, too. As always, we thank God for Ian and Elaine Coules, whose energy and enthusiasm for
working with children never fades, and everyone else who helped in any way.
Looking ahead, our first Just Desserts of the season will be on 26 October, which will be a fun evening
based on the T.V. panel game ‘Would I lie to you?’ when members of opposing panels come up with
tall stories, which may or may not be true. The audience has to guess who is telling the truth. That
will be from 7.30 to 9pm, after which the usual delicious desserts will be on offer. The next Just
Desserts will be on 7 December, when there will be a family film evening, starting at 6.30pm.
Our Harvest Service will be on 6 October.
Church Family news
Two of our young people start university this term. Tim Macdonald will be going to Southampton
and Anna Quartermain to Nottingham. We wish them both well. Anna has been one of our pianists
for a long time and Tim also used to play guitar in the music group. We shall miss them both but hope
they will find new outlets for their talents, perhaps in other churches.
We also offer congratulations to Anna’s sister, Ruth, who will be getting married on 12 October at
St Peter’s. Hook Norton Brass Band will be providing the music.
Ann Boynton, a New Zealand lady who has spent the last three summers here and is part of our
church family, will be leaving in late September. Our good wishes and prayers go with her.
Coffee Morning
We have been pleased to welcome a few more people lately who enjoy a chat and table games. If
you are at a loose end on Wednesday mornings, do come along. Not everybody wants to play games,
so don’t be intimidated by that!
Regular programme
Sundays
10.30am, Morning Service
Wednesdays
10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning
8pm House group (please phone to find out venue)
Saturdays
8–9am Prayer Meeting
Youth Clubs, at the Youth Hall (next to library), phone for details.
Hall bookings, Jane Whitaker, 730453. Church Office, Rev. John Taylor 737315.
Newsletter correspondent, Dorothy Smith

THE COTSWOLD DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY
Their lecture on 9 October will be ‘True Colours? How art influences the way we think about
textile colours’. This lecture illustrates the differences between what colours painters could
achieve, using semi-precious stones and earth ochres, and what dyers could achieve using plants
and insects. The lecturer is Dr Susan Kay-Williams, Chief Executive of the Royal School of
Needlework.
Lectures take place at Bradwell Village Hall, Burford OX18 4XF and begin at 11am. Complimentary
coffee and tea are available 10.15–10.45am. Non-members are very welcome (suggested
donation £8). For more information please see our website: www.cotswolddfas.org.
Robin McCulloch
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND AUTUMN CONCERT
This year, the autumn concert will be held on Saturday 19 October 2013, 7.30pm
at St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton. The Autumn Charity Concert has music for
every taste from both the Main Band and Training Band. Admission will be free
and refreshments available – retiring collection for St Peter’s and Cancer Charity.
The concert will include not only a fine selection of popular music for all ages and
tastes and the HNBB Training Band, but also ‘Last Night of the Proms’ as a suitable
Finale – all in aid of St Peter's Church & Cancer Charity in this historical church. Leave the TV at
home and experience live music by local musicians!!! Everybody welcome!
The HNBB Christmas Concert will be on Saturday 7 December – also at St Peter's church.
Martin Quartermain

BLOXHAM BOYS' BRIGADE
The local company of the Boys' Brigade (BB), which meets at Milcombe village hall on Wednesday
evenings 6.30–8.30pm, extends a warm welcome to prospective members from Hook Norton.
Our activities, which include sports, games, competitions, expeditions, camping and band, are
open to young men aged 11–18.
www.1stbloxhamboysbrigade.moonfruit.com/, 01295 722312.
For more information please call Carl Simms on 07732 109122.

HOOK NORTON W.I.

BRING AND BUY SALE
SATURDAY 26 OCTOBER
AT
THE BAPTIST HALL
10.30 A.M.
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
EVERYONE WELCOME
17
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HOOK NORTON BREWERY
The Brewery and Visitor Centre are the ideal place for a business meeting. From
two to fifty people, we can accommodate a variety of events. The Board Room
seats 12-14, and has free Wi-Fi. For larger events, the Visitor Centre can be
reserved and branded with your company logo. Brewery Tours can be included, and the route branded
with your logo! Tea, Coffee, Beer, Hot Buffet are all available to order. Let us know your requirements
and we will be happy to quote.
We are proud to present our limited edition CHRISTMAS HAMPER, full of our own products and some of
the region’s top produce all presented in a beautiful wicker hamper! At only £35 these will go quickly so
place your orders early. For more details contact us on 01608 730384
SPECIAL OFFER for Hook Norton residents; In December and January 10% off all beer purchases to village
residents – just bring proof of address to take advantage of this offer.
Have you been to the Visitor Centre lately? We are now selling a wide range of gifts, clothing and Hook
Norton memorabilia as well of course as our beers, chutneys, jams, cakes, pies, pasties, chocolates and
much more!! Come along and have a browse and maybe stay for a coffee and a slice of Double Stout
Chocolate Cake!
Events
Meet The Beer Writer – 18th October
Adrian Tierney-Jones here to talk about his new book 1001 You Must Taste Before You Die. Two of our
own beers appear in the book but alongside these we will have several other beers that are featured for
you to sample, as well as a hot buffet. Tickets are selling fast at £20 so please contact us to book on tel.
01608 730384
Ladies Night – 29�� November
Local craft makers will be here in the Visitor Centre; soap, jewellery, chocolate, honey, Christmas cards,
Christmas decorations and much more. £5 a ticket with half going towards Leukaemia Research.
Late Night Shopping – 6�� & 13�� December, open til 8pm
Come along to one of our late night shopping events 6�� & 13�� December to get all your Christmas gifts
and of course beer! Don’t forget to bring proof that you are a Hook Norton resident to get 10% off your
beer purchases.
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SPECIALIST
LEGAL SERVICES FOR
WHEN IT REALLY COUNTS
DIVORCE, SEPARATION, CHILDREN
AND ALL ASPECTS OF FAMILY LAW
LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
WILLS AND PROBATE

building a better future
01608 686590

Nicky Gough MA MSc LLM, Solicitor
The Grain Store Springfield Farm Brailes Oxfordshire OX15 5JH

www.cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk
info@cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com
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HOOK NORTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
We welcomed back the children in September, all looking rested ready for the
new school year. Everyone was grateful to have had such a lovely summer. This
has been the first year in a while that we haven’t had any major projects over the
holiday, but our redesigned courtyard is aglow with autumn colour and the Y6
children are putting together their ideas to finish off the Wild Garden, overhauled
last year by the Friends of Hook Norton School.
Our new Foundation Stage children are joining and the rest of the school are
settling in to their new classes well. We were so pleased with everyone’s successes
last year. Our KS2 Sats results were particularly remarkable, with 100 per cent of
the Y6 class getting Level 4 and above in English, Maths and Science. There were also a number of
children who made exceptional progress and reached Level 6 in Maths (the expected standard for
Year 9 children). Our very best wishes to all of them as they begin a new stage in their education.
This term Y6 will be going to Yenworthy Lodge and Y5 to PGL Liddington on their residential visits.
When our children leave, it is always these visits that remain in their memories. This year the
Government has invested in PE in primary schools and we are spending the grant on a specialist
coach for each class for one session a week. This is in addition to the swimming lessons and Chipping
Norton Partnership events that are already a big success.
We always welcome volunteers to help support the work of the school in a variety of ways, from
running our library to helping with reading, art or maths. If you can spare some time, we would be
very grateful. Please contact the office on 01608 737379.

FOHNS �FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL�
The September term is now underway, but our financial year is coming to a close.
This means we can proudly say that £7,102 was raised during the last academic
year! THANK-YOU!
We are very grateful to all those who’ve given up so much of their time to help
organise and run the events, many of whom aren’t part of FOHNS but still come
along and provide much needed support. Of course none of this would be possible
without those who attend the events and make them the successes they are.
BE PART OF THE TEAM
Fundraising is a central part of what FOHNS do, but also it’s about bringing members of the school
and village community together to enjoy themselves and have some fun. We have a Committee who
work very hard to make these events happen, but it’s not necessary to be on the Committee to help
out. We are always looking for extra hands to make the work lighter, even if it’s just giving an hour
of your time, it is always much appreciated.
We have an email address, fohns@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk, so please do get in touch that way. Or
don’t forget the Suggestions Box under the table in Reception at school.
Never idle, we already have two dates for your diaries for the coming term.
Bike & Bake Sale, Sunday 13 October, 2–4pm Hook Norton Primary School
Wine Tasting in collaboration with Hooky Wine Tasting, Friday 22 November, 7.30pm onwards,
Hook Norton Primary School.
We’re looking forward to a busy year!
Kate Luxton & Wiz Wintle, Co-Chairs FoHNS

Charlotte's Bespoke Catering
Bespoke cooking
for busy people
●

Dinner parties

●

Private catering

●

Teaching

Telephone: 07970 438965
www.charlottesbespokecatering.co.uk
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DONATIONS EVENING AND AGM
WEDNESDAY 20 NOVEMBER
Brewery Visitor’s Centre 7.30pm
All welcome!
The Hook Norton Charitable Association hosted Music at the Crossroads on Friday 31 May and
Saturday 1 June. Hook Norton residents and visitors came from far and wide to have fun while raising
money to help support local organisations and chosen national charities
Big changes were made this year for the 17�� annual music festival; the date was changed to the first
weekend in June to avoid clashing with other local events, the festival went undercover to avoid risk
of poor weather and costs were cut to help recover from two badly weather affected years.
The changes have paid off and we can get back to making the donations that help to make all the
efforts worthwhile.
The closing date for donation requests was 30 September. If your organisation has missed this date,
please contact us, although we cannot make any guarantees of a donation at this late stage.
(Contact via website www.hookymusic.co.uk or email: petewatkins4@aol.com)
On Wednesday 20 November, the HNCA will hold a donations evening and annual general meeting
at the Brewery Visitor’s Centre from 7.30pm, kindly hosted by Hook Norton Brewery. The donations
evening is open to all, as is the AGM.
Even if you are not linked to an organisation receiving a donation, please come along to hear what’s
being planned for next year and, better still, find out how you can get involved in supporting the
HNCA and Music at the Crossroads.
Hook Norton Charitable Association

ON SAFARI
This year’s Safari Supper around the village took place on Saturday 21 September, and whilst
this was written before the event (to meet the Newsletter deadline) here’s our report!
A record 134 people took part this year and a massive thanks to the 31 host couples who opened
their homes to the safari guests. We started at The Sun Inn (special thanks to Mick, Amber and
the team) for fizz and nibbley bits, before announcing the venues for the starter course; a closely
guarded secret up to this point. Then everyone set off to meet hosts and fellow guests.
A little over an hour later, each host opened a sealed envelope to reveal the destination for
everyone’s main course, at which point all and sundry picked up their bits and pieces and headed
off to a new location and a new set of dining companions.
The evening ended back at The Sun for dessert and cheese, with good conversation (that’s a
guess at this moment) and finishing with a bit of a bop in the back room.
Our two main aims in organising these suppers (our fourth year now) is to create a great night
out, meeting old friends and new, and raising money for local causes. We estimate this year’s
Safari will raise over £1500, which we propose to split evenly between:
Hook Norton School – Hook Norton Library – St Peter’s Plaster, Paint and Polish Appeal
If you didn’t get a chance to take part this year, look out for the adverts from May onwards,
2014.
The Safari Supper team
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THE TOUCH WORKS
Beauty & Holistic treatments in Bloxham
using Dr Hauschka, Liz Earle, Shellac, OPI,
PHD Wax & Aromatherapy Associates products to do:
Ÿ
Facials
Ÿ
Aromatherapy, Bamboo, Hot Stone
Ÿ
Indian Head & Deep Tissue Massages
Ÿ
Manicures/Pedicures/Shellac
Ÿ
Waxing
Ÿ
Brow & Lash tint & shape

For more info or for a gift voucher please call:
Linda: 01295 720237
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HOOK NORTON WI
On 16 July, Hook Norton WI celebrated their 60th anniversary by holding a Garden Party in one
of the member's gardens. It was a very hot afternoon, but the event was enjoyed by all the
members present. Sandwiches and a selection of cakes were provided by the committee. Barbara
Gray, the Oxfordshire WI Advisor was invited to join us and she cut the beautiful cake that had
been especially made for the occasion. A book of the history of all present members accompanied
by photos of themselves had been made and was passed around for people to look at and a gift
was given to everyone.
Our summer break continued in August and we went on a very enjoyable outing to Waddesdon
Manor. 31 members and some guests had a great time there although we all came away worn
out!
We are looking forward to our autumn speakers. Our meeting takes place on the third Tuesday
of the month at 2pm in the Baptist Hall. We would be pleased to welcome visitors and new
members.
Doreen McLaughlin

David Jesse Dyche and Gemma Mary Harvey
were married at
St Peter's Church on 3 August 2013.

HOOKY WINE TASTING
An informal opportunity to sample a range of wines supplied by:

Of Chipping Norton
Everyone welcome
No prior knowledge needed
Friday 22nd November, 7.30 pm start
Hook Norton Primary School
Tickets £7.50, available from FOHNS
or Tim Jordan, Ben Denne,
Simon Hicks, Nick Straw
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Personalised design
service and
consultancy in your
own home.

Stylish complimentary
Cushions & Loose
Covers

Beau�ful Bespoke Curtains,
Roman & Roller Blinds & So�
Furnishings, handmade to
the highest standard

Re‐upholstery service

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
Advice on every kind of
Fabric from numerous
suppliers

Custom made Bedspreads &
Headboards

email: info@annwoolgrove.com
www.annwoolgrove.com

New Sofas & Chairs

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
•

•
•

We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers
to support families with children under 5 in their own
homes.
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you
befriend a local family in need?
Interested? Then come and join us!!
Contact Karen on 01295 266358
email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk

More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk
Applicants will be subject to a CRB check
Registered Charity No: 1114860
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ST PETER’S CHURCH

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
WEEKEND
20–22 DECEMBER 2013
The Church invites you to take part in their second Christmas Tree
Festival. The proceeds will go towards St Peter’s restoration appeal.
This is a three-day festival in St Peter’s church. The idea is to
raise money by opening the church to the public who can view the
trees, be entertained by different musical groups, enjoy
refreshments and take part in Christmas activities.
The Challenge is:

To decorate a tree to depict a Christmas Carol/Song
The Rules are:
1. You choose the Christmas Carol/Song
2. The tree can be either
«
Artificial or real
«
bare twigs or painted twigs
3. Must be held within a container and stand no more than 5
feet high
4. Make, find or buy decorations that will depict your chosen
carol/song
5. Have fun with this challenge
If you are interested in your group taking part in the Christmas
Tree Festival, please contact Jane Orchard at Bury Close, High
Street, Hook Norton OX15 5NH by 15 October 2013.
Or email frank.orchard@virgin.net
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793
Opening Hours:

Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

2–5pm 6–7pm
2–5pm
2–5pm 6–7pm
9.30am–12.30pm

Hello,
A quick catch up on what is happening at the library.
When you read this, hopefully the damaged glass panes and old Perspex panes in the
windows will have been replaced. To reduce the disruption to the library and its readers
this meant the closure of the library for a Wednesday afternoon to enable continued work
for three days. We do apologise for this but hope you will see an improvement.
The Summer Reading Challenge for children went well this year although the numbers
were slightly down on previous years with 120 children taking part compared to 140
previously. I still think this is marvellous and well done to all the children.
A reminder that there is free use of the computers with free access to Ancestry and Find
My Past. The computers can be
booked in advance for a onehour session or can be used any
time if available. There is also a
designated children’s computer
for use by under 15-year-olds.
The rhymetimes for under 5year-olds are now the first
Wednesday of the month from
2pm to 2.30pm in the Reading
Room. Do come along and have
some fun. No ticket or prebooking needed.
Thank you all for your continued
support.
Regards, Janet May,
Library Manager

Kobe Nicholas,
son of
Daniel White and
Louise Jones,
was baptised at
St Peter's Church on
8 September 2013.
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PILATES AT SERENITY IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson, Master Mat & Studio Qualified

07905 053300 or 01295 780279: mw1@linuxwaves.com
Offers Private Studio, Reformer & Group Mat Sessions in
Fully equipped Pilates Studio (easy parking)
For Beauty, Sport & Remedial Massage Treatments

Call Jo and Vicky at Serenity on 01295 788463

Private Tuition For

‘LAMDA EXAMS’
‘AUDITION COACHING’
For more information please call
Sarah Brown

Tel: 01608 730691
or 07973 199520
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KATHARINE HOUSE OCTOBER 2013
From Broadway to Banbury
Banbury Operatic Society are presenting a celebration of the best
award-winning musicals of Broadway and the West End musicals on
Friday 18 and Saturday 19 October (7.30pm both evenings plus 2.30pm
Saturday matinee) at Marlborough Road Methodist Church Banbury.
Tickets are £10 and available from Ankers and Ptns, Banbury, 01295 271414. One-third of the profits
are to Katharine House.
Photograph Exhibition
Banbury Camera Club is running its annual Exhibition at the Michael Heseltine Gallery, Chenderit
School, Middleton Cheney from 22 to 27 October, 9am–5pm Tuesday–Friday and 11am–4pm Saturday
and Sunday. Make a Will Week – 14–18 October 2013
Over 20 local solicitors and will writers are generously donating their time and expertise and will
write a basic or standard Will or update your existing Will in return for a donation to the hospice.
For further information and details of participating solicitors and will writers, please phone Sheila
Norton on 01295 812161 or visit www.khh.org.uk.
Festival of Open Gardens 2014
We are already planning next year’s festival! We are always looking for new gardens, however big
or small, to add to our programme. So if you would like to open your garden for us next summer,
contact Nicky Hanson in Fundraising.
Christmas Knitted
Our Christmas knitted novelties preparations are well underway. If you would like to knit our mini
Christmas puddings, robins and Santa hats, please call Fundraising for a pattern. Our pattern booklet
is also available to download from our website at www.khh.org.uk.
Santa Fun Run 2013
We have already received the first entries for our fourth Santa Fun Run on Sunday 8 December at
Spiceball Park, Banbury. Adults £13, children £7 and under 6s free. To come and join in, see our
Autumn Newsletter for an application form on the back page, apply online at www.khh.org.uk or
call fundraising and we can pop an application form in the post.
Katharine House Hospice Newsletter
Issued twice a year, the autumn edition of our Newsletter is out! Packed with updates, reviews and
news, available by post, email and to view online at www.khh.org.uk. If you’d like a copy, give the
Fundraising Office a call.
Alison Webber, Community Fundraiser, 01295 812161
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THE FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON
COMMUNITY LIBRARY AGM SEP 2013
When you have to set out additional chairs for an AGM you can sense
that the meeting is unlikely to be a mere formality of Minutes and
Re-elections. So it was for this year’s FOHNCL meeting.
Pauline Walters, Chair, and Sue Ditchfield, Secretary, explained that
there is a crucial year ahead. Both clearly outlined the challenges facing
those in Hook Norton who wish to keep our Library open in 2015.
Despite the generous help from our Parish Council, there is a need for
additional money to cover the shortfall after Oxford County Council drastically reduce their funding
of the Library Service.
However, in parallel with the need to achieve financial strength, we must encourage a pool of
volunteers to provide an alternative to 100 per cent funding by assisting in the operating of our
library.
This is not only a challenge but, it is believed, an opportunity for some people in our community to
gain work experience, to regain the satisfaction of doing an interesting and useful job or simply put
something back into our community and especially feel that they are helping the young and the old
– the main sufferers should we lose this most valuable amenity.
Janet May, the Library Manager, in her review of the year past, gave an encouraging picture of an
active library with many services reaching out to children; e.g. Rhyme Time and the Summer Reading
Challenge. Equally important is the regular provision of books (and audio-books) to those at the Day
Care Centre.
The Treasurer, Bob Calderan presented the Accounts and advised that there is just over £12,000
available. This is a vital sum for us to prove we have the basis to meet any funding obligations in
2015.
However, even with this capital, the Friends’ subscription income, the Parish Council’s crucial
support and other charitable donations, we must begin a fund-raising programme; building on our
successful annual Book and Plant Sale.
The first event was announced at the Meeting – a Quiz at the Sports and Social Club on Friday 25
October (see elsewhere for full details). More similar activities are essential if we are to achieve
security of income.
Ann Manwairing from the Oxford Library Services added a very supportive message to reassure that
volunteers will be trained and given every help on the job.
Throughout the Meeting those present asked questions and made many valid points so that by the
end there was little doubt that most wished to keep the library open for the existing hours each
week and ensure it remains integral to village life.
Therefore it is hoped that many at the Meeting will put their name forward for training as a
volunteer, become a Friend and/or a fundraiser.
However, the 40 present are not enough, so for all who read this report, please call in at the library
and pick up a form to become a Friend, a volunteer or a fundraiser or, alternatively, telephone Sue
Ditchfield 737604.
Please don’t delay; act now because it is only by this show of support that the Friends will have the
confidence to discuss and agree the way forward with the County; the best way for Hook Norton.
Remember – ‘Keep Hooky Booky’.
John Wheatley
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YOGA & PILATES
Hook Norton School, Monday Evenings
Pilates

6.30-7.25pm

Yoga

7.30-9.00pm

50+ Yoga & Pilates available on Tuesday mornings from 11.30am.

Ring Fran on 07950 424037 or e-mail
franyoga@rocketmail.com
frankirkyoga.moonfruit.com
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SWERE VALLEY SENIOR SECTION
After setting up the new Senior Section group in November 2012 and offering
to help instruct the canoeing for the week at Anglia 13, I was really pleased
that three of the unit came and joined me.
The last Anglia camp was in 2003, so this was a new experience for us all. We
joined 1000 other guides, senior section girls and leaders from the Anglia region.
The Senior Section girls shared their tent with the Middle Barton girls and enjoyed sitting on chairs
for their meals, instead of on the floor! They also had extra responsibilities and helped the guides
where necessary.
The most exciting moment of the
week was when Cherwell Division
entertained the Chief Guide Gill
Slocombe for lunch on the
Tuesday. The Senior Section girls
and I were privileged to make our
promise to her and we were given
a very special badge that you only
get from the Chief Guide.
We were very lucky with the
weather and had a great time
taking part in all the activities and
meeting new friends.
Katie Wood

Your Local Independent Mortgage Advisors
Your Local Independent Mortgage Advisors For:·
·
·
·

First Time Buyers
Homemovers
Remortgage
Buy to Let
Shared Ownerships

PETER LEWIS
ASSOCIATES

Contact us today:
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK
I'll start with the feather identity competition I set in the last issue for children at the school, with
support/help from parents. This won't take long – there were no entries! It wasn't exactly difficult.
I hinted strongly at the colour (green) and of the handful of British birds with the name green in their
name, only two of them are genuinely that colour – the greenfinch and the green woodpecker. The
size of the feather would have eliminated a finch. A quick Google search for green woodpecker
feather/wing would have confirmed the identity of this very distinctive feather. So, rather than having
a lovely drawing of this stunning bird filling this page, you'll have to put up with me.
Fellow angler Nigel Evans has discovered that sitting
still on the banks of a river can bring many rewards,
and having a cheeky little bird sit on your rod is
guaranteed to raise a smile. Nigel captured this robin
beautifully in the evening light (and that wasn't all he
caught that night).
I regretted not having my camera with me when I
came across a bizarre and macabre spectacle on a
woodland walk in August. There on the side of the
path was a dead toad (yep, another dead animal story)
half buried in the earth. A very dead toad. But it was
moving – undulating, lifting. I crouched down to take
a closer look and had my suspicions as to the cause,
which were confirmed when from under one side

emerged a very striking beetle, around 2cm long,
with distinctive orange bands. It was a sexton, or
burying beetle.
These have a very strange tale to tell and display
behaviour normally associated with higher
animals. A sexton homes in on a corpse,
defending it against others of the same sex until
a potential mate arrives. They form a pair and set
about excavating the ground beneath the dead
animal (usually a rodent or bird) until it sinks
below ground level. While this is going on they
cover the body in antibacterial and antifungal
secretions that slow down decay and prevent the
smell of rotting flesh from attracting larger scavengers that might steal their prize.
When the body is submerged and covered over they continue to form a cavity around it, lining this
with feathers or fur stripped from the unfortunate animal. The female then lays her eggs in the crypt,
which hatch into a family if grubs. I say 'family' because what happens next is the best bit. These
larvae move to a pit that the parents have dug into the putrefying mass. The parents stay with the
young, feeding them from the food stash and protecting them from predators. The grubs actually
'beg' for food and the parents oblige. Such parental care is very rare among invertebrates, especially
to this level of sophistication. However, should too many larvae hatch out for the size of food store,
the parents will cannibalise some of the young to ensure the others reach a healthy size for pupation!
Truly a chamber of horrors, but also fascinating from an evolutionary point of view.
A grim way to fill my final Notebook, but the point is wildlife is not just about the cute and fluffy.
There's a lot of fascinating stuff going on out there if only people took more time to stop and look,
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especially our children, who are increasingly drawn to their phones and laptops for mental stimulation.
Technology has its place – I'm writing this on an iPad, and when I get home I’ll quickly check my facts
on the internet. But at least I'm in a tent, which I seem to be sharing with a very bold bank vole that
is currently chewing its way into my last banana, the tawny owls are calling – a sign of the lengthening
nights – and it's time I got some sleep.
I'll leave you with the words of Denys Watkins-Pitchford (pen name 'BB') – a wonderful author of
nature books and children's fiction, who inspired me to stop and look:
The wonder of the world, the beauty and the power, the shapes of things,
their colours, lights and shades; these I saw.
Look ye also while life lasts.
Patrick Fox, 01608 684801, 07702 853680, PFeditorial@gmail.com
Editor’s Note - a huge thank you to Patrick for his valuable contributions over the past three years.
David McGill has kindly offered to take over the wildlife section, so please contact him with any
sightings or observations. (737103), email scotlandend@btinternet.com

BANBURY
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA
On Saturday 23 November, the
Banbury Symphony Orchestra are
giving their autumn concert in
Deddington Church to make the
most of the church’s recently
acquired beautiful new Steinway
piano.
Starting with Wagner’s rousing
‘Faust’ Overture, BSO is then
delighted to welcome pianist Ffinian
Jones to perform Grieg’s everpopular piano concerto. The second
half of the concert is Tchaikovsky’s
6th symphony, which contains some
of the composer’s most lyrical and
angst-ridden music – what could be
better than that?!
For more information, please see
our newly revamped website on:
www.banburysymphony.org. Tickets
are available
from Emma
Callery.

39

www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960

Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641

Hook Norton, OX15 5DD
Extensive range of new
and used cars & 4x4’s:
petrol, diesel & electric
Part exchange welcome
Service
MOT Parts

All-new Mitsubishi Outlander 4x4

We look forward to seeing you, the kettle is on!
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Bodyshop
Fuel Shop

STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
The season of mists is upon us; therefore just time to enjoy, without any disrespect, the theatre
before pantomimes cover the land.
Chippy Theatre has a fascinating mini-season entitled ‘Shakespeare with a Twist’ – an Asian
‘Cymbeline’ (9–11 October) and a Pocket-Sized ‘The Merchant of Venice’ (16 October, with matinee).
In addition they are to show the ‘real thing’ with an NT Live performance of ‘Othello’ (3 and 14
October). This stars Adrian Lester and Rory Kinnear. Another interesting production is at The Mill
Banbury on 8 October when Eyestrings Theatre present John Webster’s revenge tragedy, ‘Duchess
of Malfi’. Then, just as bloodthirsty, the RSC’s ‘Titus Andronicus’ continues at Stratford until 26
October. I have seen it and recommend it – if you have the stomach! Otherwise a new comedy
inspired by Voltaire’s ‘Candide’ (also to 26 October) should settle you down. I also recommend Ibsen’s
‘Ghosts’ at Oxford Playhouse (22–26 October) – the choice of Hooky Literature Group, so it better
be good! After that (30 October–2 November), there is a play that, if it is done well, is a real joy. You
may have seen the film of Mel Brooks’ ‘The Producers’, but the play is even better. Finally, a play I
know nothing about – but it intrigues. Between 22 and 26 October, The Everyman at Cheltenham
presents ‘Ciphers’, performed by Out-of-Joint Company. A British Intelligence Officer is at the heart
of a thriller – Cheltenham is a good place for that!!!
I have rather neglected the Concert Hall recently, so let me tell you about two magnificent
Mendelssohn concerts by the City of Birmingham Symphony. On 4 October at Malvern Theatres the
programme includes his ‘Scottish’ and then on 19 October at Birmingham Town Hall (you can pop in
to see their new Library!), we have his Italian Symphony – both concerts perform his violin concerto.
The following month at Warwick Arts Centre (26 November), Delius, Walton and Elgar are performed
by the Royal Philharmonic. Finally, and again far from least, our own Banbury Symphony are at
Deddington Church to perform Wagner, Grieg & Tchaikovsky (Pathétique) on 23 November. There
is enough in that to lift the November spirits.
Now to the Galleries. Firstly, Birmingham’s Barber Institute where, on 15 November, there opens an
intriguing display of large canvases by John Monk. These aim to show us the process of painting by
one of the most important painters working in Britain today. He creates from interiors and everyday
objects, atmosphere, life and change that encourage us to look anew at the familiar and
commonplace. It runs to 26 January. If I may continue with less straight forward exhibitions, then
our friends at Compton Verney seem to be offering two quirky shows until 15 December. One contains
animal prints from the British Museum – entitled ‘Curious Beasts’ – the artists include Dürer, Goya
and George Stubbs. The second entitled ‘A Fantastical Animal Alphabet’ has been created by artists
from the Leicester Print Works. Steven Parissien, Director of Compton Verney hasn’t let us down
before and I trust it will be another winner.
Although not seen, I feel more confident recommending ‘Houghton Revisited: The Walpole
Masterpieces from Catherine the Great’s Hermitage’. Houghton Hall is near King’s Lynn and the
exhibition has been extended to 24 November such has been the interest in seeing these paintings
in their original intended setting – probably a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
I have now seen ‘Lowry and the Painting of Modern Life’ at Tate Britain twice – it is on until 20
October, so I hope to go again. My only criticism is that it is too big to absorb at one visit – so be
selective; but do go. I have probably suggested enough travelling, but the exhibition we saw when
visiting the Edinburgh Festival is extremely good: ‘Peter Doig’s ‘No Foreign Lands’. At the National
Galleries of Scotland until 3 November, it demonstrates why this 54-year old Edinburgh-born artist,
who was raised in Trinidad and Canada but trained in London, is so popular. Beauty beats
sensationalism; there’s not a single shark or unmade bed on view!
John Wheatley
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GREAT ROLLRIGHT CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
We have had a brilliant start to the school year. Our new cohort of 15 four-year-olds, as well as the
older children who have also joined the school, and our new members of staff, have all settled in
very well.
Life at school is, as ever, very busy with the weeks ahead crammed full of exciting opportunities!
Swimming for the oldest children is underway and we are busy rehearsing for our regular appearance
at Children Singing for Children, in St Mary’s Church Banbury in November where thousands of pounds
is annually raised for children’s charities at home and abroad. The recently elected School Council
organised a successful Jeans for Genes Day on 20 September.
We enjoyed a wonderful performance of Treasure Island in September – a very professional
production brought to the school by M and M Productions and paid for by our wonderful parent
support group, The Friends of Great Rollright. They were also responsible for organising and running
the Great Rollright Music Festival on 14 September, which raised more money for the extras we like
to provide for our children.
Our Year 6 children are looking forward to an opportunity to train as Fire Marshals. They will be
working with the Fire and Rescue Service at Hook Norton Fire Station on two courses running in
October; once back at school they will have responsibilities whenever we have a fire drill, or in the
event of an actual fire. We are grateful to the Fire and Rescue Service as well as the Local Authority
Children, Young People and Families Department for organising and running this course for us.
Anne Hewett, Headteacher, Great Rollright Primary School

Freddie Philip Graham,
son of
Daniel and Joanna Weeks,
was baptised at
St Peter's Church on
18 August 2013.

Ava May,
daughter of
Virgil Lawson and Sophie Allman,
was baptised at
St Peter's Church on
18 August 2013.

THE SANCTUARY OF THE BELLS
I would like to bring up the age-old thought that ‘silence is golden’ and to share my delight on
what a wonderfully hot and peaceful summer we have had without the church bells.
There is so much noise pollution in our modern lives that a peaceful repose is difficult to find and
so I am led to ask the question why do we need more noise in our beautifully green and peaceful
village?
My observation is not to do with the joyous worshipful bell ringing but the clock that has been
notably silent during the summer. This has allowed me the enjoyment of nature’s tranquillity and
to wallow in all the natural sounds of the countryside uninterrupted, as God had intended!
If the Church is to break this restful calm, why does it have to be with the Westminster chimes,
which is obviously not in keeping, as I do not live in London. Would something traditional for a
village be more appropriate, i.e. a different tune or just simple traditional hour and part-hourly
chiming, for example? Also, would it be possible, and not too much to ask, for me to get my allotted
eight hours’ sleep without this insistent, repetitive and interrupting reverberation?
To this end, I would like to be able to conserve our peaceful environment. I feel that I am a
thoughtful traditionalist and the bells are neither a thoughtful addition nor, as they stand,
traditional in my village environment.
Richard Noviss, Sculptor & Stonemason
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We are a

MASTERS OF COLOUR SALON
achieved in London with Schwarzkopf International
We can do ‘Hair Up’ for Weddings, Parties and Balls.
Open until 8pm on Tuesdays
Come along and meet us

Telephone: 01608 737073
Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, Banbury
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HOOK NORTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
“Make Hook Norton an even better place to be, now
and for future generations”
The draft plan is now close to completion and we thank
all who have provided their valuable contributions.
A Neighbourhood Plan provides a new way for local communities to influence the planning of
the area in which they live and/or work under a legal basis provided by the Localism Act 2011.
The Steering Group has made every effort to involve the Hook Norton village residents in
producing a document which will help us shape its development over the next 20 years. The
evidence base for the plan has drawn upon village consultations, feedback from our village
surveys, the comments received on the draft goals and objectives, the ORCC Survey and the
valuable input you have made at the informal drop in sessions. Many have provided their
comments formally or informally via our web and Facebook pages.
What happens next? The draft plan will be completed by 28�� October 2013 and will enter a
‘consultation period’ of 6 weeks. During this time the plan will be available on our website and in
hard copy at the village library. We are still pleased to receive any comments you may have.
More information can be found on the website www.hooknortonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk. And
our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/HookNortonNeighbourhoodPlan
You can also contact the Steering Group Chairman Jonathan Muller 01608 738295

WHAT IS OXFORDSHIRE ADVOCACY?
Oxfordshire Advocacy is an independent, confidential free
service that supports adults living in Oxfordshire to get their
voice heard and their wishes taken into account.
Our volunteer advocates work with people who need support in a meeting, writing a letter or
making a complaint, or making sure that correct procedures are followed.
Our next training course for new volunteers is in Banbury on 14, 15 and 22 November 2013 and
Oxford on 3, 4 and 11 October 2013. If you would like to find out more about volunteering for
OA, please contact us on: 01865 741200, email: jacinta.sands@oadg.org.uk, or look at our website
on www.gettingheard.org.

TAKE AN AUTUMN WALK IN THE SECRET FORESTS OF WYCHWOOD
Following on from the success of last year’s event, The Wychwood Project & ROSY
(Respite Nursing for Oxfordshire’s Sick Youngsters) are teaming up to put on a
fundraising walk through the Wychwood Forest, Cornbury Park on
Sunday 20 October 2013.
Starting in Little Park, north of Finstock, the walk will follow a self-guided route
around the heart of the ancient Wychwood Forest on paths that are normally
not open to the public. The walk is 10km long with a shorter circuit available for the less energetic,
children and people with restricted mobility. Walkers can start between 10.30am and 11.30am.
Walkers are expected to be back by 2pm at the latest. Maps will be available on the day.
There is a charge of £10 per adult and £5 for under-18s, payable on the day. The walk is free for
Wychwood Project members, including those who join on the day. Advance booking is not required
and there will be ample parking. A BBQ and drinks are available after the walk (for which there
will be an additional charge). All proceeds from the event will be split between the Wychwood
Project and ROSY charities.
Any queries please refer to the Wychwood Project website (www.wychwoodproject.org), by email
to wychwood@oxfordshire.gov.uk or by telephone 01865 815423.
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HOOK NORTON POST OFFICE & STORES
Your local friendly shop for all your needs
A reminder of the some of the things that we do:
SHOP:
Bakery:
Chilled foods:
Confectionary:
Dry Cleaner:
Frozen foods:
Fruit and Vegs:
Household:
Lottery:
Newsagent:
Off-Licence:
Pet food:
Pharmacy:
Stationery:
Ÿ Tobaccos:

Fresh breads and pastries baked every day
cheeses, local milk, eggs and butter, yogurts, sandwiches…
Biscuits, chocolates, sweets, liquorices…
Get your duvet, garments and shoes beautifully cleaned
pizzas, pies, fishes, vegs, chips and so on
bananas, potatoes, onion, avocado, apple and so on…
Everything you may need in cleaning products
We do National Lottery, and also the Health Lottery
Get your newspaper and magazines from 7:30am
Whisky, vodka, brandy, wine and beers
Find out about our range of cat, dog, rabbit, fish and birds food
Discover our range of over-the-counter medicines
Gifts cards, envelopes, mail bags, mail box, and so on.
Cigarettes, rolling tobaccos, filter tips and rolling papers

Pop in and find out our range of buy 2 for £1,00 items

POST OFFICE:
Ÿ DVLA Services (Tax your vehicle, and driving licence application forms)
Ÿ Currency (Euro and Dollar available for you – next day order for any other currency)
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
Hello gardeners everywhere; put away the floppy sun hat and reach for your jumper! We are
really used to our weather, but it still causes comment – a drop of some 10 degrees, one day to
another!
By the time you read this, the Club's Autumn Show
will be over, but at the moment, two days before
the Show, people are wondering – will my
vegetables pass muster on the day? Are my flowers
going to hold up? Is that pot the right size? I hope
my baking will be alright. Anyway, it's all good fun,
and I hope, dear reader that you didn't miss it.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 16 October
with a talk entitled Hidcote History by Graham
Pearson.
On Wednesday 20 November we have our AGM,
followed by wine, cheese and mince pies and
members’ photos.
All meetings are held on the third Wednesday of

each month, with a speaker followed by tea
or coffee and biscuits. There is an admission
fee of £3 for non-members. It is well
worthwhile joining the Club, £10 per year for
family membership and £5 for single
membership.
You can join at any meeting, and you will be
among very pleasant like-minded people. We
hope to see you!
Stop Press: results from the Garden Club Autumn Show:
At an excellent Garden Show at the Hook Norton School the prize winners were:
Phil Knights Comrades Cup - Highest points Gentleman:
Tim Burchell
Debenham Cup - Highest points Lady:
Bethan Dennick
Rose Brown Cup - Highest points Child:
inley Dennick
Edge & Bolton Cup - Highest points Floral Art:
Sue Harris
WI Cup - Highest points for Homecraft Section:
Janet Curtis and Anna Lehmann
Presidents Cup - Highest points for Class 1 Section A:
Anthony Wyatt
Brewery Cup - Highest points in Photography:
Peter Arnold
Diploma in Horticulture:
Anthony Wyatt
Diploma in Floral Arts:
Elizabeth Wyatt
People's Choice:
Anthony Wyatt (cabbage pictured) and Elizabeth Wyatt
Congratulations to all.
Nick Price
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HOOK NORTON PLAYGROUP
Playgroup would like to welcome all our families, new and old, to the start of an exciting new
term.
Dates for your diaries:
Halloween Family Disco, Sat 26 October 2013, at Hook Norton Sports and Social Club from 7.30pm.
Design and bring along a pumpkin for our display, £1 per entry, prize for the best pumpkin. Fancy
dress, prize for the best dressed. Fun games. Halloween raffle. Family ticket £5, available from
Playgroup, Staff and Committee members, and the Sports and Social Club.
Fire Service Benevolent Funds Bonfire Night, Sat 9 Nov 2013 – Playgroup will have our usual glow
sticks stall.
Christmas Fair, Sun 24 Nov 2013, 2–4pm. Lashings of mulled wine and Christmas cheer. Santa’s
Grotto, raffle, lots of Christmas goodies to get you in the festive mood.
Keep up with all goings on at Playgroup and upcoming events on the Hook Norton Pre-School
Playgroup Facebook page.
Sue Monelle

NEWS FROM THE OXFORDSHIRE
WOODFUEL PROGRAMME
Be smart when you buy firewood. Please buy from a local supplier, as
this minimises 'fuel miles' and supports local businesses. Ask your
supplier whether they provide OxLogs (www.oxlogs.com), which are
the Oxford quality standard for woodfuel. Otherwise ask:
1. What is the moisture content of the wood (it should be 25 per cent or less)?
2. What volume of wood are you getting (you should know what weight or volume you are
getting, not just 'a load')?
3. Is it soft or hardwood (a hardwood log has more energy than a softwood log of the same
size)?
4. How long are the logs?
Wood with a high moisture content will burn badly, since much of its energy will first go into turning
that moisture into steam before it can heat your house. Last summer was terrible for drying wood,
but this year has been much better. You can buy a moisture meter for about £15 online. For more
information see www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk/our-community-wants-to.
Join Logs for Labour. L4L matches up woodland owners whose woodlands need managing ('log offers')
with people who are willing to help out in return for logs ('labour offers'). The woodfuel programme
is organising a series of L4L events for the autumn and winter. If you would like to make either a log
or labour offer, contact manager@oxonwoodfuel.org.uk or 'like' www.facebook.com/oxonwood to
get updates on log offers.
Attention woodfuel boiler owners: If you own a chip, pellet, log batch or wood burning stove with
back boiler, please could you fill out a short survey at www.surveymonkey.com/s/9SZBD9T. The
results will help others who are thinking about installing similar boilers.
Ash die-back. The Forestry Commission has a very good website in case you are worried that an ash
tree has chalara (ash die-back): www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara.
Events and talks. The woodfuel programme will be talking to Transition Eynsham on Wednesday 16
October at 7.30pm. There will also be a woodfuel conference in Dorking on Friday 4 October and one
on productive woodland enterprises in Birmingham on Thursday 17 October. Please see
www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk for more information.
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HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury league matches so far As I write this, our A team
came 3rd in Division 2; the B team were runners up in Division 3; C team
were 5th in Division 4; and the D and E teams came 5th and 8th in Division
5. Next year there will be six Divisions, not five.
The Floodlit and Weekend leagues are now under way; we have three
Floodlit teams and one Weekend team.
If you would like to play in a team, please contact Sue Glasson.
Additional club session on Wednesday afternoon
The additional Wednesday afternoon club sessions, starting from 2pm are
continuing. All adult members and juniors are welcome and this, of course, includes players who
have joined as ‘Weekday only’ members.
Cardio Tennis
Cardio Tennis sessions take place on Tuesday mornings 11.30am–12.30pm and on Wednesday
evenings 7–8 pm. The cost is £2 each. It is open to non-members.
Contact Marc Gilkes 079 304 060 15 or 07930 406 015 or email him on marcgilkes@fsmail.net.
News from Junior Coaching
The summer holiday coaching sessions went really well with lots of children attending all of the
sessions throughout August, especially during the first two weeks. The Tots (3–5-years-olds), Mini
Red (5–8-year-olds) and Junior (11+-year-olds) sessions were particularly successful.
A lot of the children were new to the coaching programme; many had attended our Open Days, and
are now booked onto the autumn coaching programme this term. The summer holiday coaching
programme was extended by two extra weeks this year. Some members had to rearrange their weekly
practices – apologies for any disruption that may have been caused.
The autumn coaching programme has started and all of the sessions remain outside at the tennis
club for an eight-week term.
Please contact Marc Gilkes (see contact details above) to make a booking or for more details.
Events
There will be a fun mixed tournament on Saturday 19 October. Partners will be allocated according
to skill levels. £10 entry fee to include refreshments.
Sue Glasson will write to all members with more information.
To find out more about Hook Norton Tennis Club, contact Sue Glasson: email her at:
merrymoons1@aol.com
You can now get to our website through the Hook Norton village website: www.hook-norton.org.uk
as well at the Sport & Social website: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk
Or Google ‘Hook Norton Tennis’.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS FOR SHIPSTON HOME NURSING �HOSPICE AT HOME�
Armscote Manor Lecture Series
Monday–Friday, October 7–11 inclusive. To book for this wonderful week of
lectures call 01608 682 375 or go to www.armscotemanor.co.uk for more details
Wyatts Tree & Plant Auction
Saturday 19 Oct Wyatts Garden Centre , Hill Barn Farm Gt Rollright. Auction
starts 11.30am /BBQ.
Vintage Secondhand Clothes Sale
Saturday 26 Oct 9am-12 FREE ENTRY Sheldon Bosley HUB Shipston on Stour
Rebecca Mawle, Fundraising Co-ordinator, 01608 674929
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10:00 AM

Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays

Baptist Hall

10:00 AM

Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays

St Peters

10:00 AM

Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays

Primary School

10:00 AM

Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays

Baptist Hall

09:15 AM

Friday Toddler Group - Fridays

Baptist Hall

17:00
19:30
14:00
19:00
19:00
20:00
15:30
19:30
17:00
14:30
19:00
19:30
19:30
19:30
19:30
20:00
09:00
14:00
14:00
19:30
14:00
17:00
19:30
19:00
19:00
19:30
20:00
19:30
19:30
17:00
19:00
10:30
19:00
19:30
20:00
10:00
19:30
19:30
17:00
19:00

Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Local History Group
Rhymetimes again for the under-fives
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
Family Bingo
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Hooky Alternative Race for Life
Hooky Ukes
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Reading Group
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
Hook Norton Classic Wheels
Parish Council Meeting
Brewery Bash
‘Energize’ Youth Group
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Village Market
Open Day - Cotswold Guild of Weavers, Spinners & Dyers
Bike & Bake Sale
Hooky Ukes
WI Meeting
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Garden Club
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
‘Outlook’ Youth group
Meet The Beer Writer
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Hook Norton Brass Band Autumn Concert
Hooky Ukes
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club
Carry On Learning
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
FOHNCL Quiz
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
WI Bring and Buy Sale
Just Desserts
Hooky Ukes
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook

Youth Hall
Visitor Centre
Library
Youth Hall
Sports & Social Club
Youth Hall
Sun Inn
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Youth Hall
Library
Youth Hall
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Visitors Centre
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Primary School
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Baptist Hall
Youth Hall
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Visitors Centre
Youth Hall
St Peters Church
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Youth Hall
Baptist Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Sports & Social Club
Youth Hall
Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
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10:00 AM

Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays

Baptist Hall

10:00 AM

Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays

St Peters

10:00 AM

Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays

Primary School

10:00 AM

Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays

Baptist Hall

09:15AM

Friday Toddler Group - Fridays

Baptist Hall

19:00
20:00
19:30
17:00
19:30
14:00
19:00
19:30
20:00
09:00
19:30
17:00
14:30
10:00
19:00
19:30
19:30
00:00
19:00
20:00
19:30
14:00
17:00
19:30
19:30
19:00
20:00
19:30
19:30
17:00
19:00
10:30
19:00
19:30
20:00
11:00

Family Bingo
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Hooky Ukes
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Local History Group
Rhymetimes again for the under-fives
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
‘Energize’ Youth Group
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Village Market
Hooky Ukes
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Reading Group
WI Christmas Shopping Trip Solihull
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
Hook Norton Classic Wheels
Parish Council Meeting
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
‘Outlook’ Youth group
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Hooky Ukes
WI Meeting
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Garden Club
M@C Donations Evening and AGM
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Wine Tasting
Hooky Ukes
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
BUSY BEES KNITTING AND CRAFT CLUB
Carry On Learning
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
Ladies Night at the Brewery
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Winter OPEN DAY at the Brewery

Sports & Social Club
Youth Hall
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Youth Hall
Visitor Centre
Library
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Memorial Hall
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Youth Hall
Library
Youth Hall
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Baptist Hall
Youth Hall
Memorial Hall
Visitors Centre
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Primary School
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Youth Hall
Baptist Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Visitors Centre
Youth Hall
Visitor Centre
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

1
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HANCOCKS
SOLICITORS

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Email:

Hancocks
24 Horsefair, Banbury
Oxfordshire OX16 0YA

michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

Telephone: +44 (0)1295 253211
Facsimile: +44 (0)1295 273069

Web: www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

DX 24201 Banbury

Hook Norton Post Oﬃce & General Stores
1 Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, OX15 5EG

01608 737382

Opening Times
SHOP
Monday to Saturday
7.30am to 6.00pm

POST OFFICE
Monday to Friday
9.00 to 5.30pm
Saturdays
9.00am to 12.30pm

•

Bread, loaves & pas�es every day

•

Fresh vegetables & fruits

•

Local milk, eggs & bu�er

•

The cheapest wine in the village

•

Sta�onery & much more

•

Car parking available for customers
while in store

•

We take all UK credit/debit cards

•

FRESH SANDWICHES

•

NATIONAL LOTTERY

•

NEWSPAPERS
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