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FROM THE EDITORS

Sadly we report the deaths of June
Ernestine Gillian (Jill) aged 83 years,
David Risato aged 59 years and Albert
Ernest Walsham aged 71 years and, on
behalf of the village, send our
condolences to their families and
friends.
Lexi Faye, daughter of Bethany Rolls and
Stuart Deller of Hook Norton, was
baptised at St Peter's Church on 7 July
2013.
Jack Philip David, son of Bethany Rolls
and Stuart Deller of Hook Norton was
baptised at St Peter's Church on 7 July
2013.
Richard Stephen Paul Vaughan of Hook
Norton and Faye Natalie Meadows were
married at St Peter's Church on 25 May
2013
If you would like a birth, death or other
family event to be recorded in the
Newsletter, please email me or pop the
details into the box on the Post Office
counter.
If you have anything you’d like to say, a
picture to send, or a conversation to
start, then please email or use the
Newsletter box on the PO counter.
Many apologies to Hook Norton WI,
whose contribution didn’t appear in last
month’s Newsletter. I managed to delete it
somehow, worryingly I’m not sure how!
Janice Salmon
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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CAN YOU HELP FILL THIS GAP?
Diana Barber

ADVERTISING RATES
SIZE
Third Page
Half Page

MONO
£10.00
£15.00

COLOUR
£20.00
£30.00

Please contact
advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Donations can be put in the
Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to:
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post
Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

NEX T ISSUE: OCTOBER
COPY DATE: 15TH SEPTEMBER
The views expressed in the Newsletter are not
necessarily those of the Editorial Team

Many thanks to Ali Rodwell for the
cover photograph this month

WYCHWOOD PROJECT
Friday 9 August, 1–5pm Bug and Plant hunt.
Free parking, just turn up.
Foxburrow Wood is located to the North of Witney,
sandwiched between Milking Lane and Foxburrow
Lane.
Ordnance Survey map grid reference details are
435191, 211577. Postcode is OX29 9UN

www.hook-norton.org.uk/newsletter

PLEASE DONATE BLOOD
Blood Donation session
on the

8th August 2013
Session times are from
13.30 - 15.30
&
16.15 - 19.00
at Hook Norton School,
Sibford Road
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Private Tuition For

‘LAMDA EXAMS’
‘AUDITION COACHING’
For more information please call
Sarah Brown

Tel: 01608 730691
or 07973 199520

William
Curtis

Landscape & Garden Design
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DAVE RISATO
Hook Norton Football Club mourns the passing of Dave, or Rizzy, as he was known to all of us. He
was the first team manager at an extraordinary time for the Club, and his commitment to and
enthusiasm for the cause knew no bounds.
Rizzy became manager in the year in which we were promoted from county level to regional level,
and achieved the success of winning the Championship Trophy of the Hellenic League Division 1 by
a margin of 9 points at the first attempt. No mean feat. The chairman of Thame United FC, in a
matchday programme for an Oxfordshire Senior Cup Quarter Final on 5�� February 2002 referred to
Rizzy as a major factor in the sweeping success of the Club. How right he was!
Rizzy became manager at the same time as I, with very little experience of football, became club
chairman. He was energetic and dynamic, and a joy to work with. Life would have been much harder
for me if Rizzy had not been in post.
Having won the Division 1 title, we were propelled into the Premier Division of the Hellenic League,
a very different and much more demanding world. Rizzy assembled a squad of players who were
capable of competing (and winning) against teams which have subsequently been promoted to more
exalted levels in the world of football.
It was in that second year that he led Hooky through to the finals of the Oxfordshire Senior Cup at
the Kassam Stadium in Oxford. [For those who don`t know, this is a competition which is open to
senior football clubs at all levels in the county, and therefore includes the big hitters such as Oxford
United, Oxford City and Thame United for example. Getting anywhere near the quarter finals is an
achievement in itself]. Hooky played in the semi finals at Oxford City against Thame United and won.
Rizzy`s players were superb that night. Instead of the usual raucous banter of celebration, the
changing room was strangely quiet with disbelief.
Rizzy`s managerial skills and leadership played a major part in the success of the teams he put
together. He instinctively knew how to get the best out of his players. When they needed a dressing
down they got it, but he could often put his arm round a shoulder and give quiet words of advice and
encouragement.
When, inevitably, he felt that the time had come to hand over the managerial reins, he had played
a major part in creating a club with standing in the football world, and with a respect that it retains
to this day. Thank you, Rizzy. May you rest in peace.
Mike Barlow, (ex-Chairman, Hook Norton Senior Football Club).

Hook Norton Football Club and Social Club
Invite you to … Our George Harris Day
On Sunday 25 August from 1pm
Live Music , Food available, bar open
and the Naming of our second football stand in George’s memory
Please join us and George’s family to celebrate one of the clubs most
valued supporters
and raise a glass to the ‘late great George Harris’
Free Entry !
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The Old School, off Osney Close,
Queen Street, Hook Norton,
OXON. OX15 5QH
Tel: 01608 730560

Morning Playgroup
Pick up from Nursery
Lunch Club
Take to Nursery
Afternoon Playgroup
Pick up from School
After School Club

Days
Monday - Friday
Monday – Friday
Monday – Friday
Monday – Friday
Monday – Friday
Monday – Friday
Monday – Friday

Times
9am – 12 noon
11:30am – 12:30pm
12 noon – 12:30pm
12:30pm
12:30pm – 3:30pm
3:15pm
3:15pm – 6:00pm

Costs
£9.50
£1.50
£1.50
£1.50
£9.50
£1.00
£3.00 per hour

Ofsted September 2010
Registered Charity no: 1032151

Registered Voucher Provider no: 11234677

HOOK NORTON SCHOOL NEWS
We come to the end of another incredibly busy year for Hook Norton CE Primary School. The children
have worked really hard and enjoyed lots of different activities and
experiences, from a residential visit to Yenworthy in a blizzard to watersports in tropical temperatures. We’ve had a maths puzzle day, taken our
choir to Young Voices in Birmingham, played recorders for the community,
waited on customers at Font Café, made soup for hundreds of guests at our
Harvest Supper, hosted Swedish visitors (and visited Sweden), gained
distinctions in music exams, attended gifted and talented workshops, won
gardening rosettes, taken cycling proficiency tests (and all passed), learnt to
swim (no child has left our school unable to swim 25 metres), taken part in
hockey, rugby, athletics and football tournaments, drama, singing and dance
workshops. Children have continued to be eco warriors with ‘Switch Off
Fortnight’ and monitoring our energy usage. They have taken their role as school councillors very
seriously and behaved so well that the school retained its ‘outstanding’ rating for behaviour in the
recent Ofsted inspection, even though the bar has been raised considerably.
And, in between all that, the children have also been excelling in the three Rs! This year we have had
particularly high end of KS2 tests results with all of our children getting at least Level 4 in English and
Maths – a fantastic achievement. Many thanks to everyone who has helped to support the school
this year and best wishes for a lovely summer. See you in September!
Stella Belgrove, Head Teacher
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HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES
The lead up to this year’s festival, the twentieth, couldn’t have been more different to those of the
last couple of years. A long period of warm, dry weather had reduced weather-related anxiety among
committee members to almost zero although we were slightly concerned about the beer getting a
bit warm in the sunshine. The increased confidence in the weather led to the event being attended
by a record number of campers many of whom arrived on the Friday night. In the event, we had a
mostly cloudy but warm and dry day, ‘Ideal beer-drinking weather’, I was informed by a number of
experts (there were many).
We had pretty much the same number of beers (122) as last year but more willing volunteers available
to drink them so by 11pm we were pretty much drunk dry, so congratulations on your efforts – you
know who you are, or most of you do! The result of this collective effort is, in all probability, a record
amount raised for Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research and local organisations. The precise amount
will be announced once we have paid our bills and done our sums.
An event as successful as the beer festival could not be staged without a lot of people putting in time
and effort to make sure it happens. Although it is an enjoyable day for everyone there is a certain
sense of satisfaction knowing that you have contributed towards the success of the day. Luckily, there
are many people in and around Hook Norton who are happy to help and many hands do make light
work when setting up and dismantling stillage, erecting fences and tents! So thank you to everyone,
from those with the ‘glamour jobs’ of beer pouring and music-making to the less enticing jobs of beer
collector, ticket seller, litter picker the morning after the night before (well done Beavers and Cubs),
entry pack preparer (thank you ladies) and parking attendant (cheers Hook Norton Football Club ).
As always, a big thank you to Pete Watkins for organising the music and all the musicians, local and
from further afield, who played for free for the festival – it is very much appreciated. My personal
favourite was the chunky 70s/80s rock covers from the MC Pigs that accompanied my beer pouring
shift.
A special thank you goes to Pete Skelton and Dave Cooper who organised the raffle (record takings
this year), all those who donated raffle prizes (list below). Thanks also to Simon and Jenny Mead for
running the serving of the pig roast in the afternoon. There are also a number of people around the
village who are happy to provide facilities and services often without acknowledgement. They include
John and Sandra Harris for letting us use their field; the Clarke family and Hook Norton Brewery,
without their extensive support and reputation the beer festival just wouldn’t happen; Nigel
Matthews of Banbury Plant Hire for providing (and taking away) all the bins and skips; Ben Acreman
of Acreman’s Arboriculture for providing a load of wood chip at very short notice; the Fire Service
for running the lager bar; Dean Wood of The Firs Garage for giving us the use of his mobile display
unit and KMS Litho for printing the tickets, voting slips and beer lists.
Queues at the main gate were shorter and faster moving this year so there was less delay in getting
in. This was due to having more volunteers enabling us to have an extra ticket desk. We always have
jobs that need doing if you are willing to lend a hand. If participation appeals to you drop us an email
at info@hookybeerfest.co.uk.
PS. A number of items of lost property were found on the field. If you think any of it may be yours
please email info@hookybeerfest.co.uk .

Beer of the Festival
1st Prize was Turpin's Elderflower Power from the new Turpin’s Lodge, 2nd was Hook Norton Lion,
rd
and joint 3 , Skinners Betty Stogs and TImothy Taylor Landlord
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OPEN GARDEN &
SCARECROWS
Just to say thank you so much to
all those that helped on the day
with the running of stalls, games
and cream teas. Thank you to
FiddleBop who created a
wonderful atmosphere with their
music and thanks to all of you
who managed to tear yourselves
away from the TV watching the
men’s tennis finals at Wimbledon
and come on a very hot Sunday
to support the event. It really
was a delight to see so many
people turn out and the result
was that we raised £2,400, which
means each of the three charities
will get £800. How great is that!
My scarecrows/strawpeople have
mostly stayed local, but some
have travelled out of county and
one has even gone to France, I
hope he had his passport with
him. Either way I hope they bring
a bit of humour to gardens and
veggie plots.
Thank you again for helping to
make the day a real success.
Nicola and Shaun McHugh
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HOOK NORTON
KESTRELS
In May, we visited Kirtlington Quarry
and made a life-sized outline of the 15
metre long Cetiosaurus; a large planteating dinosaur that once roamed the
Quarry. You can see the leg bones of
Cetiosaurus at the Oxford Natural
History Museum – they are so big it
takes two men to move them. No skull
has ever been found of this dinosaur.
In June we did some live mammal
trapping. We set our traps in the
evening, lined with hay and food to
provide a comfy bed and breakfast for
mice and voles. In the morning we
found two woodmice. The traps have
special holes in the back to allow
shrews to escape – shrews need to
constantly eat insects and can easily
die in a trap if not given the right food.
The children looked at the woodmice
through a large plastic bag, before the
mice were released back into the wild.
The same night we ran a moth trap and
found a cockchafer beetle and eight
moth species: Heart and Dart, Green
Silver Line, Sallow Kitten, Scalloped
Hazel, Treble Lines, Flame Shoulder,
Grey Dagger and Pale Tussock. (The
Victorians thought of some very fine names!)
We made some nectar sources for butterflies to put up at home.
In July we visited Cow Lane Farm,
which was humming with flying insects
including the ‘Flying Chess Board’,
better known as the Marbled White
butterfly. The children used sweep nets
to catch insects and then looked at
them more closely using pots with
magnifying lids.
Kestrels is an RSPB Wildlife explorers
group for local children. We hold
monthly outdoor meetings. If you are
interested in joining, please contact
Tabby Lucas
Tabitha Lucas

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR
•AREA
•
•

to support families with children under 5 in their own
homes.
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you
befriend a local family in need?
Interested? Then come and join us!!
Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk

More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk
Applicants will be subject to a CRB check
Registered Charity No: 1114860

SPECIALIST
LEGAL SERVICES FOR
WHEN IT REALLY COUNTS
DIVORCE, SEPARATION, CHILDREN
AND ALL ASPECTS OF FAMILY LAW

building a better future

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
WILLS AND PROBATE

01608 686590

Nicky Gough MA MSc LLM, Solicitor
The Grain Store Springfield Farm Brailes Oxfordshire OX15 5JH

www.cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk
info@cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk

BGM Automotive
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PILATES AT SERENITY IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson, Master Mat & Studio Qualified

07905 053300 or 01295 780279: mw1@linuxwaves.com
Offers Private Studio, Reformer & Group Mat Sessions in
Fully equipped Pilates Studio (easy parking)
For Beauty, Sport & Remedial Massage Treatments

Call Jo and Vicky at Serenity on 01295 788463

11

Interior Decorating
Quality Work ~ Reasonable Rates ~ Free Estimates

Call me on 07887 508021

Alan Lewis
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HOOK NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH
This month I have taken the opportunity to ask Lee Woodward to
contribute to the Newsletter. Lee is about to return to California to
complete the third year of his ministry course there. He has had many
amazing experiences, and has agreed to share one of them here.
From Lee Woodward.
Some of you may know that I have been studying a ministry course at a place called Bethel Church in
Redding, California. I have just finished my second year and am now back in Hook Norton until the
end of August, when I intend to go back to do an internship for 9 months. This will include
counselling and pastoring second year students. I will be standing at their side while they learn and
live as I did in second year. Well, I thought I would give you a little insight into what my life has
involved over the last two years. At Bethel we engage with many activities such as worship, Bible
classes, practical ministry classes, journaling, community gatherings, outreach into the city and
mission trips to other countries. These are just a few of the things we do and, as you can see, there is
plenty to keep me occupied. The whole purpose of the school is to engage with Jesus in a way that is
real and relevant to you and your world around you. In doing this I have had the wonderful privilege
of experiencing a few miracles along the way
One time I was sat at a table in the Hebrews Cafe at Bethel. I was just sat there reading my Bible and
journaling, when suddenly a homeless guy asked me if he could sit in the empty chair at my table. I
invited him to sit down and we immediately started to engage in conversation. It was very strange
because within minutes he began to open up to me about his struggles with drugs and his addiction
to cigarettes. He was so addicted to cigarettes he would actually walk the streets searching for buttends to get the last piece of nicotine out of it. I talked with him for two hours about addictions and
how the root of addictions is caused by the choice to have unhealthy relationships with objects
rather than people. I asked him if he was feeling hopeless, to which he answered, ‘Yes.’ I explained
how any situation that does not glisten with hope does not involve Jesus. Shortly after that I prayed
with him. Our conversation ended, but the man who stood up was completely different. He was
radiating with a newfound hope and freedom. Two weeks later I saw him again at the Hebrews Cafe.
I asked him how he was doing and he told me he was now free from drugs and no longer struggling
with addictions like he had been two weeks earlier. He told me that after I had spoken with him he
felt much closer to God and was feeling vibrant with hope.
This is just one of many amazing miracles I have experienced while studying at Bethel Church. One
spark of God’s presence can turn your world upside down!
We shall be following Lee’s progress through the coming year and praying for God’s guidance re his
future ministry once the course is finished.
Holiday Club is here again on 5–8 August, 10am–12 noon. If your child has not already booked a
place, you may still be able to get one by phoning Janice or John 737315. Don’t forget to
come to the BBQ evening on Thursday 8 August.
We would be pleased to see you at any of the regular church activities..............
Sunday services: 10.30am
Wednesday coffee mornings: 10am–12 noon
Wednesday House group (Bible study): 8pm at different locations, please ring for info
Saturdays: 8am prayer meeting in the upper room
Hall bookings: Jane Whitaker 730453
Rev. John Taylor, church office: 737315 Newsletter
correspondent: Dorothy Smith

13

www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960

Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641

Hook Norton, OX15 5DD
Extensive range of new
and used cars & 4x4’s:
petrol, diesel & electric
Part exchange welcome
Service
MOT Parts

All-new Mitsubishi Outlander 4x4

We look forward to seeing you, the kettle is on!
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Bodyshop
Fuel Shop

SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council Vacancies Jonathan Leader resigned from the Parish Council on 13 June 2013.
Councillors thanked him for the work he had carried out during his terms of office. This leaves two
vacancies on the Parish Council, to be filled by co-option at the Parish Council meeting on 12 September (details available from the Parish Clerk).
Parish Council Working Groups are:
Ÿ Recreation & Open Spaces Working Group - Cllrs Brotherston and Kane
Ÿ Cemetery & Allotments Working Group - Cllrs Usher and Hicks
Ÿ Environment Working Group - Cllrs Cooke, Hayward and Millar
Ÿ HN Memorial Hall Working Group - Cllr Brotherston, Ray Jelf and Brian Rider
Ÿ Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee – Cllrs Hicks and Watkins
Accounts 2012–2013 The Parish Council accounts for 2012–2103 have been audited and signed off
by the Parish Council.
Appeal on Proposed Bourne Lane Development The decision on this appeal will be made know by
23 September 2013.
Neighbourhood Plan A survey of the Parish will commence in August. Drop-in sessions in August
will be held in the Memorial Hall. The Steering Group were successful in applying for a grant of
£7,000 from the Department for Communities and Local Government.
Affordable Housing The Parish Council, Cherwell Community Land Trust, Cherwell District Council
(CDC) and HN Low Carbon Group continue to consider use of CDC land off Bourne Lane for affordable or sheltered housing.
Housing Register People with affordable housing needs are reminded that they should register
with Cherwell District Council without delay. It takes a number of weeks for applications to be processed, perhaps too late for Hook Norton residents to be eligible for any local properties that may
become available.
Fix My Street In March, Oxfordshire County Council launched ‘Fix My Street’, a way of reporting
potholes online. Since the start, OCC has fixed 15,349 defects, which is above their target of 3,000
repairs a month. Once verified, the Council’s contractor pledges to fix potholes within 28 days, 24
hours in an emergency and 4 hours for the most severe category. Residents can report defects on
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Allotments If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact the Parish Clerk
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
Cemetery Complaints have been received that dog owners are allowing their animals to run free
and foul the cemetery. This is distressing for people visiting the graves of loved ones. Councillors
ask that owners keep their dogs under control and clean up after them.
Parking in Mobbs Lane The Parish Council has received a number of complaints about inconsiderate and dangerous parking at the junction of Mobbs Lane with Queen Street. The police have been
asked to monitor. Please ensure you park well away from this junction.
Rosemary Watts
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton Parish Council
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Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
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GARDEN CLUB
Hello happy gardeners, or we should be happy as we can forget the winter
scarf and reach for the sun cream and floppy hat. But a few grumbles have
been heard, as we have to do more watering, oh happy gardeners! The roses
and honeysuckle in particular are really wonderful at the moment, as are most
plants, including those that 'are in the wrong place’.
It has been reported that ducks have been spotted along the Rop stream, and
now that the stream has settled down and the water is clearer, fish are to be
seen (and frogs).
Here are some Garden Club dates of interest:
Saturday 10 August: there will be a half-day garden visit to Hidcote Manor
Gardens and/or Kiftsgate Gardens, further details will be in the flyers put about
the village nearer the date.
Wednesday 11 September: an important date as it is entry evening at the
Memorial Hall for the Autumn Show, 7–8pm. Don't forget, the Show has
sections for flowers and vegetables as well as handcrafted items, cooking,
photography and children’s’ sections.
14 September: the Autumn Show at Hook Norton School, from 2.30pm to
approx. 4pm. Not to be missed!!!
Nicholas Price

HOOK NORTON APPLE DAY
Autumn seems a long way off, especially now summer has finally arrived.
Having been involved in the care of pigs with the Hook Norton Community
Smallholding, my thoughts have turned to apples as the two seem to go
together – like pork and cider ….
We have a wealth of varieties of apples growing in the village, as well as a few
orchards. The idea of an apple day is to not only celebrate this diversity, but
encourage people to think about buying and protecting the old English
varieties. The added bonus will be something to do with all those windfalls.
We will have apple presses at your disposal so you can come and press your
own apples, children’s games, cider tasting, recipes, raffle, etc. Look out for a
date and posters around the village. We hope any apple pulp accrued can feed
our pigs and that any money made will be donated, half to the church roof fund
and half towards our next batch of weaners next spring. More importantly, we
hope it will be a fun family and village event!
Rachel Mortimer (Hook Norton Community Smallholding)
email: info@hncs.org.uk

I picked up a gold Sekonda ladies watch in the Bourne recently. If it
belongs to you, please ring me.
Jill Burger

OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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Hook Norton Post Oﬃce & General Stores
1 Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, OX15 5EG

01608 737382

Opening Times
SHOP
Monday to Saturday
7.30am to 6.00pm

POST OFFICE
Monday to Friday
9.00 to 5.30pm
Saturdays
9.00am to 12.30pm

•

Bread, loaves & pas�es every day

•

Fresh vegetables & fruits

•

Local milk, eggs & bu�er

•

The cheapest wine in the village

•

Sta�onery & much more

•

Car parking available for customers
while in store

•

We take all UK credit/debit cards

•

FRESH SANDWICHES

•

NATIONAL LOTTERY

•

NEWSPAPERS
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1st HOOK NORTON GUIDE NEWS
At Guides we have been doing very exciting
things over the course of a few weeks.
We have been cooking in the forest, which all
Guides found very enjoyable! First we had to
make our campfire so all the guides set to
finding dry sticks, which would light in the
campfire. After lighting the fire we cooked
our toasted sandwiches and whilst we were
waiting, we all broke into song, singing
traditional campfire songs and some of us
even got introduced to some new songs.
We also took a walk up to the Mary’s
Meadow and took a look at the beautiful
plants and insects. Tabby Lucas very kindly
took us there and we were all asked to find as
many different types of grass as we could.
After the grass hunt we grabbed nets and
pulled them through the grass picking up
insects in the path. We found all sorts of
interesting insects such as: caterpillars,
spiders, grasshoppers and much more. Thank
you Tabby for getting us each to identify
about 5 grasses and to Mary Powell for letting
us go to the Meadow.
We did firelighting again a couple of weeks
ago and toasted crumpets, which we had with
cheese or chocolate spread on and then
enjoyed lots of ‘smores’, which are our
favourite. You toast a marshmallow, then
sandwich it together with two chocolate
digestive biscuits – so nice you want ‘somemore’!
Although I couldn’t go to the Division Patrol
Competition and Sleepover, at Horley at the
beginning of July, 12 Guides went and had a
great time. They were really lucky with the
weather and after the competition, campfire
and hot chocolate; they set their beds up in
the middle of the field in survival bags and slept under the stars. Luckily, it was a really good clear night,
although very cold in the middle of the night! After the early start the next morning, they were given
breakfast and then they played games before their parents came to collect them. A great time was had
by all.
For the last meeting of the year, we had a really good session at the Chipping Norton Lido. We hired the
pool for the evening and Megan ran an enjoyable water polo session for us, which was great fun but
very tiring. We then were able to play with the floats and the rings and we finished off with a nice drink
and cookie. Eight of the new Guides made their promise in the swimming pool.
Eight Guides (including me) and three Senior Section girls are going to Anglia 13 in August, which is a
regional camp at our Guiding centre in Hautbois, near Norwich. We are very excited about it and will
st
write an article when we come back. Alice Dix 1 Hook Norton Guides
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THE RECTOR WRITES …
At last, the long-awaited summer has arrived, and the forecasters
who didn’t predict it are now saying we’re in for at least a month
of this glorious weather. If you’re at work all week, then it is so
important that you use the weekends to make the most of this
fine spell of weather. And I would go further, and say that every
weekend should be special; rain or shine!
The ‘weekend’ is, perhaps, the greatest revolution in human
lifestyle since the abolition of slaves and serfs. It offers relief for
the tired and opportunity for the creative and energetic. And God
invented it – well, half of it, anyway – by establishing the principle
of Sabbath. It was a revolutionary law. Many nations had festival
days, as Israel did, but these days were occupied in worship of their god(s). In contrast, the
Sabbath law in Israel did not mention worship or any other duties – only relief from work. The
Sabbath was kept holy not by worship, but by observation of the law, a law intended to transform
society!
th
The invention of the ‘weekend’ can be traced back to the end of the 19 century when Jewish
industrialists realised that they would risk offending Christians by shutting on Saturday instead of
Sunday, so they decided to close on both days. Henry Ford adopted the practice in his factories,
but for different reasons. Firstly, he realised that increased recreation meant that more people
would want to buy a car. And secondly, his workers became more productive when given time for
recreation. The weekend still helps to make our consumer economy thrive.
The Christian tradition of ‘Church on Sunday’ came about due to the first day of the week being
considered as the day on which God began His work of the old creation. It was on the first day of
the week that Jesus rose from the dead, and so began the work of the new creation. It was also on
the first day of the week that the Holy Spirit was poured out. So little wonder that Christians would
consider part of their weekend recreation to be going to Church on Sunday. However, the principle
that is behind God’s Sabbath and the resulting secular weekend still holds!
There are a host of benefits in people doing what they want for a day (or two) each week: time for
physical and mental refreshment – perhaps through exercise or pursuing hobbies; time for family
and friends, and for participation in social events; time to help others; time to think and pray! “But
what about Church attendance, Rector?”
What better answer could I give to that question than refer you to words of George Herbert
(1593–1632), a wonderful Parish priest, pastor and poet: ‘Seven whole days, not one in seven, I
will praise Thee’. (from the lovely old hymn ‘King of glory, King of peace…’)
We would be delighted to see you in church on a Sunday, but we are ‘Church’ every day. So why
not see what’s going on 24/7, and enjoy ‘re-creation’ in its fullest sense.
John Acreman.
For further details of all that’s going on at St Peter’s (and not just on a Sunday) see
our notice boards and website: www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk or contact: The
Rector, John Acreman (737223) Email: acreman@xalt.co.uk or our Lay Minister: Janet
Collins (737081) or the Churchwardens: Pam Horne (730604) and Mary Powell
(737463)
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LIBRARY NEWS
Opening Hours

Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

2–5pm
2–5pm
2–5pm
9.30am–12.30pm

6–7pm
6–7pm

Hello,
An update on what has been happening here.
The Summer Reading Challenge for children this year is Creepy House whereby children read six
books over the summer holidays and in return collect stickers and other goodies. So just come
along and join in the fun!
The Rhymetimes for under 5-year-olds has now changed to the first Wednesday of the month
starting in July from 2pm to 2.30pm.
Do come along – the children and adults have great fun and there is no charge or pre-booking
necessary.
Although the annual Book and Plant sale took place a little while back I would like to say a big
thank you to FOHNCL (Friends of Hook Norton Community Library) who worked so hard to make
the day such a success – not only on the day but especially in the week preceding. I would also
like to thank all who came and supported us; it was a great success and once again we were
wonderfully entertained with great music.
We now have the Parish Registers on CD for those researching local ancestry – just ask at the
desk, this is for library use only.
A reminder that we have photocopying and internet access here along with local newspapers and
magazines.
Finally I would like to thank you all for your continued support of the library and wish you all
happy holidays. Regards, Janet May, Library Manager

HOOKY PLAYERS DRAMA
GROUP
Having looked at
numerous plays
for our summer
production in
September, we
now plan to stage
a full-length comedy ‘Is There Any Body There?’
The play, written by Anne Knight and directed
by Brian Rider, is a hilarious wry farce full of colourful characters.
In the play Maud gets up from the floor, having
fainted … or has she? With shades of Noel Coward’s ‘Blythe Spirit’, the plot takes on many
twists and turns.

Performance dates are Thursday 19 and Friday
20 September 2013 at 7.30pm at the Memorial
Hall, Hook Norton.
Tickets for the performances will be available
from 19 August. Please contact our usual Box
Office – Telephone Sheila on 01608 730355 or
reserve by email from
sheila.littlenook@gmail.com.
Prices for tickets will be £7 for adults and £5 for
concessions.
If you would like to see more on the group’s
productions and activities, please go to
www.hookyplayers.org where you will find all
the contact details of who is who and a message
option where you can send an enquiry, question
or request.
Richard Wheelton, Chairman: 01608 737423
Sheila Rider, Vice Chairman: 01608 730355
Website : www hookyplayers.org
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FLOATING CHINESE ST PETER'S FUNDRAISING
From 'Raise-the Roof' to 'Paint, Plaster & Polish', the efforts of
LANTERNS
fundraising need to go on.
Just before 10pm on Sunday 14
July a bright light drifted across
the sky above Hooky, coming in
from the east end towards the
west. It was a Chinese lantern,
looking very pretty and very
deadly. Thankfully it crossed
above the parched hay, the dry
thatched roofs and gardens of the
village and landed observed in a
field, where it could be retrieved
before the flame did any damage.
Fortunately it just missed the
trees and the pig ark, the horses
were spooked but not panicked by
the fire landing on the grass and it
didn’t get as far as the sheep.
Think what another few feet
either way could have done – set
light to thatch and a cottage,
roasted the pigs before their time,
panicked livestock to its death. Or
maybe they would just have eaten
the plastic and wire left carelessly
blown across the field and died
that way. We have all seen the
pictures of the fire in Birmingham
caused by a Chinese lantern; most
will have heard of the crop fires
caused by them. You may not
have heard about the animals and
birds that die in agony having
eaten or got tangled in the wires,
bamboo and plastic.

In the last month two very successful, and
enjoyable, events took place.
The Midsummer Ball raised £3,300 and
provided the 110 guests with a wonderful
evening.
The meal, prepared by Mick & Amber from
The Sun, was excellent and the lively music
by 'No Tools Required' ensured everyone
danced the night away.
As ever the generosity in time and support
show how the whole village values our efforts to maintain St
Peter's at the centre of our community.
Again this was seen at Shaun and Nicola McHugh's Scarecrow
Garden Party when St Peter's received a share (£800) from this
fantastic fun afternoon.
Look out for announcements of various events planned for the
autumn – fun and fund-raising seem to go hand-in-hand.
Our thanks
John & Rita Wheatley

Please, please, think before
releasing fire, wire and plastic into
the air to go where random
chance takes it. They look lovely
as they rise, but they must come
down and they can be deadly
when they do. Don’t do it. Please.
Helen Foster
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GREAT ROLLRIGHT SCHOOL
As this school year comes to a close it’s hard to believe another year has passed. It has been, as ever, a
busy and successful year. This year saw our number on roll top 90 as we reached an all time high of 94!
We have achieved so much this year; yet still the most important thing for me is that the children here
are happy, confident and successful learners. The children who are leaving us to go on to secondary
education have recently visited Finland and this trip has given them the confidence and resilience to face
the future. Another residential trip to Wales saw them along with their Year 5 peers enjoying
opportunities for outdoor learning while exploring the village and beach of Llansteffan.
The most notable item on our school calendar this year was the visit from Ofsted in March. We were
found to be a good school and the report was a very fair and positive one, recognising the strengths of
the school and appreciating all the excellent work that goes on here.
Recently we have assessed and reported the working levels of children aged 7 and 11. The younger
children’s KS1 SATs scores are higher than the national and local averages and those of the older children
at the end of KS2 also exceed the Level 4 scores across the country. We are delighted that these Year 6
children have fulfilled their potential so they may go on to secondary school with an excellent starting
position!
The success of all that we do at Great Rollright Primary School is founded on the strengths of
relationships between all of the stakeholders. We are so lucky to have a committed governing body who
work diligently to ensure the fantastic teaching and teaching assistant staff can meet the needs of every
individual child at the school. We also have volunteers from the parents as well as from the village who
regularly support children in school and for this we are very grateful. All of the parents of our children
work really hard too, not just in supporting their children with learning, but in raising much-needed funds
for the school. Our recent Summer Fete, organised by The Friends of Great Rollright Primary School,
raised an incredible £3,201, which will go towards enhancing our provision here in the next school year.
We are very grateful for the support the school receives, so I would like to thank all of those who do so
much to help us! Anne Hewett, Headteacher, Great Rollright C.E. Primary School

WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK
Summer is, without fail, a quiet time for notable wildlife sightings. There have been no interesting
reports from the village for this issue and my wanderings have been limited by work commitments,
so in a blatant act of barrel-scraping I've decided to include a competition aimed at involving some
of Hooky's younger members (see below).
Firstly, I must tell you of a spectacular sight I witnessed while fishing into dusk on a local river. It
was a still, brooding evening, buzzing with life, and with so much going on around me the fishing
was at times secondary. A small group of goldfinches gathered to drink on a gravel bar on the far
bank before flying onto an overhanging willow branch above them, presumably to roost. Seconds
later, a female sparrowhawk swooped across the river from the branches above my head, dipped
under the goldfinches' branch and, pulling up in a perfect and impossibly tight 180-degree loop
picked off a finch as it tried to make its escape. It was an astonishing acrobatic feat and I still
cannot work out how it caught its prey 'blind' – it must have pre-empted the finch's move.
Conscious thought or evolved pre-programming? Either way, it was a privilege to witness it.
The hawk returned to its perch high above my head and over the following 20 minutes or so I was
treated to steady and macabre cascade of multi-coloured feathers
landing around me as prey became supper.
To continue the feathery theme, I found this beauty on a recent walk.
The colours and size will help some of you identify its owner, but I want
to see how many keen young naturalists there are in the village and
turn this into a competition open only to pupils of Hook Norton Primary
School (with encouragement and guidance from you parents).
Look at the colours and the size (about the same as my thumb). This is a
secondary flight feather (see diagram), which should allow you to
estimate the size of the bird. Using these clues and perhaps the
internet, identify the species and draw me a colour picture of it on an
A4 sheet.
The best picture of the correct species will be published in colour in (or
on) the October issue. Please write your name and age on the back and
hand in your entries to Hazel Hope at the start of the school term (before 12 September).
Incidentally, the 'spurious wing' or alula labelled on the diagram is
effectively the thumb of the bird. Its function is by no means
spurious. This 'bastard wing' (for that is its more common name)
acts like the flap on an aircraft's wing, enabling continued lift even
when the angle of attack is steepened. This brings us full circle to
our loop-the-looping sparrowhawk which, like an aerobatic stunt
plane, would have brought her flaps into play in wowing me on
that balmy June evening.
And finally, after three years of writing this Notebook, I've decided
to call it a day after the next (October) issue. If anyone would like
to take it over from December, please contact the editors.
Patrick Fox
01608 684801, 07702 853680, PFeditorial@gmail.com
Editor’s Note - The Newsletter team would like to thank Patrick for
his fascinating articles over the past three years. Your
contributions will be sorely missed
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M@C - THE FIRST WEEKEND IN JUNE 2013
The HNCA hosted Music at the Crossroads, on Friday 31May and Saturday 1 June.
Hook Norton residents and visitors from far and wide came to enjoy the best local talent in a relaxed
and friendly atmosphere, having fun while helping to raise money to help support local organisations
and chosen national charities, such as Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research and the Fire Fighters
Charity.
The HNCA encourages the involvement of local organisations to raise funds or awareness through
their own activities while contributing to the event – the Playgroup, WI and our Hooky Fire Service
were among these.
Big changes were made this year for the 17th annual music festival; the date was changed to the first
weekend in June to avoid clashing with other local events, the festival went under-cover to avoid risk
of poor weather and costs were cut to help recover from a couple of weather affected years. It seems
to have paid off and while accounts are not finalised, profits are available for donations, the reward for
all the efforts involved.
The HNCA has been pleased with the comments and feedback received, thank you!
So a brief review …
The popular Friday Night Special featured the Inflatables, probably the best ska tribute band you’ll
ever see, supported by the talented jazz quartet FiddleBop.
On Saturday, music kicked off with a fabulous False Alarm, Hooky’s latest young singing sensations
followed by Banbury blues rockers DTT. Bushfield Smith displayed their wonderful song-writing craft
and next it was the welcome return of the hugely popular local singer guitarist Paul Acreman, the
party was underway! The Big Baloosh played a blistering set of power rock and young Jasmine Hill
followed with a sensitive and skilful set of her own compositions. Cassels featuring James and
Lawrence Beck were simply brilliant! Then Joe Jury performed a beautiful set of thoughtful acoustic
solo compositions. Princip returned to MAC, showing why they are creating such a stir and next up we
had a jaw dropping acoustic spot from Harry Pane.
Then it was the turn of the original Blue Meanies, back together 30 years on from their first gig in
Banbury and the crowd went crazy for them, the party was ‘full steam ahead’. For the shared
headliner spot we witnessed the storm that is uniquely Leatherat, the band that never fails to satisfy,
awesome songs perfectly presented, folk rock at its very best. Pete Watkins and Band rounded off
what was a superb day.
Along with the music there was the great Hook Norton Beer Tent manned by our own Fire Service, a
choice of food and refreshments, tea and cakes from the WI and a host of children’s entertainment all
sensibly priced.
We thank Taliesin SoundCraft for the sound and Nick Whitehead for the lighting. Enjoy the fabulous
photographs provided by Cathy Hattam, which can be viewed on our website or on our Music at the
Crossroads Facebook page.
The HNCA would like to say THANK YOU to all those who provided raffle prizes, sponsored our event
and supported us in any way. Special thanks to: Nigel Matthews and his team, Hook Norton Brewery,
Dennis and James Mill, all the stewards from St Peter’s Church and the sterling efforts of Nobby and
Archie on the gate, Emma Kane for the website, KMS Litho, our ticket outlets and local pubs and the
members and helpers of the HNCA committee.
Donation Requests
The website (www.hookymusic.co.uk) and next edition of the Newsletter will have details for
donations evening and AGM. In the meantime, requests for donations can be sent to Pete Watkins at
petewatkins4@aol.com. The closing date for donation requests is 30 September.
We are always looking for help in running the event, if you would like to get involved, any help you can
provide is appreciated, please contact us through our website or call Pete r email Phil on
phil@hookymusic.co.uk. Hook Norton Charitable Association
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON NEWS!
We had a great start to the lovely
weather with our Swap Shop in
June. Once again there was an
excellent turn out with lots of items
brought along to be swapped. We
estimated that well over a quarter
of a ton of items were given a new
home and saved from landfill. The
items that weren’t taken at the end
were collected by the British Heart
Foundation in Banbury, who were
very pleased with the donations.
The refreshments were a success
too, especially the wonderful cakes
made by Kath and the money
raised went to the Memorial Hall
fund. A big thank you to all the
volunteers and to everyone who
supported the event. The next
Swap Shop will hopefully be in
September so keep an eye open for
the posters.
Hook Norton Low Carbon also
made a guest appearance at the
school BBQ where we
demonstrated how tasty being low
carbon can be with a specially
made smoothie bike. The bike was
kindly lent to us by the Oxfordshire
Community Action Group and
proved to be a big hit with over 100
smoothies made on the night.
Thank you to Tom at the shop for
giving us lots of free bananas and
strawberries at cost. The money
raised went to FOHNS.
Don’t forget to check out our
website (www.hn-lc.org.uk) and
Facebook page to find out about
the car club, home loans and what
we are up to and how to get
involved.
Kate Jordan
STOP PRESS HNLC's AGM
set for 7.30pm
Friday 6 September
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MACMILLAN COFFEE
MORNING
Please make a note in your diary that we will
be holding the annual Macmillan coffee
morning on Friday 27 September, 9–11.30am
at the Study Centre, Hook Norton Primary
School.
There will be usual coffee and cakes and raffle.
I will have plenty of catalogues and a small
selection of Christmas cards and gifts.
Look forward to seeing you in September.
Julie Wood

HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
The 28th Hooky 6 will take place on 11
August starting from the Sports and
Social club at 10.30am. As usual, there
will be a goody bag and specially
designed T-shirt for all finishers of the
main race. There is also a Fun Run of
about a mile (entirely on the field, and,
therefore safe for children), which starts
a few minutes later. There will be
winners' medals for the first boy and
girl runner, and a memento for all other
participants. To finish off, there will be
children and toddlers races on the field.
There will be the usual refreshments
available from early on and the bar will
be open after the race.
We welcome all abilities to come along
and run and, as usual, will take entries
on the day
Here's hoping the weather stays fine,
but cools down a little!!
Dee Hailey
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FOHNS (FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL)
Sunshine…!
… at the School Summer BBQ, and lots of it, which helped to make the
event such a success this year.
So, in among providing teas and coffees for our Sports Day and running a
very successful Table Top sale for the children where we raised £186.70
…
there was a Summer BBQ to organise. There was such a fantastic turnout
and we managed to recreate a village green atmosphere on the school
field, complete with a lot of bunting!
This year our BBQ was another collaboration with the Community
Games Project, which was set up to celebrate the London 2012 Olympic
and Paralympic Games and their legacy. All of the Community Games at the event were
coordinated and watched over by Simon Hicks with the help of two familiar faces from Premier
Sports – a big thank you, Simon!
We have a range of people to thank for their support, contributions and energy for the event.
Juliet Harvey, who very kindly offered her face-painting skills. I don’t think any of us realised quite
how popular it would be and I think she managed to paint the face of nearly every child at the
BBQ! Nellie Crouch ran a very successful and apt ‘Design your own Bunting’ craft competition and
Cindy Taylor brought her rather wonderful scarecrow companion and we were asked to guess his
name, which it turns out, is Tayne; he caused quite a stir. Kate Jordan from Hook Norton Low
Carbon, assisted by Mary Denne, produced masses of smoothies by pedal power on the Smoothie
Bike. It was hugely popular with the children who managed to drink their way through a lot of
blended strawberries and bananas. As always the Fire Engine was a hit and was crawling with
children most of the time and our community raffle was expertly presided over by Scott and Jane
Orchard.
A huge thank you goes out to all of you for giving your time to help.
We also would like to thank all those who contributed to the Community Raffle. We have a wealth
of talented people who live in and around the village who all kindly donated a prize and our
winners were very impressed by the quality and variety of items to choose from.
We’d like to thank the FOHNS committee and parents who helped us during the lead up and on
the day itself, without whom this simply wouldn’t happen. Amy and Anita worked tirelessly on a
very hot day, in a very hot kitchen to prepare the food, which was served beautifully by Nicky, Alex
and Stella, thank you to Ali too who stepped in during an emergency moment! Kate R donned her
Marigolds and finished the washing up that Amy started, and Mala litter picked til the bitter end!
Becky, Andrea, Emma and Bethan mixed Pimms and poured pints and generally kept our punters
happy in the all-important bar tent and Annabel and some Year 6s folded their way through
hundreds of raffle tickets. A thank you to Hazel for generally ‘being there’ too! There were others
who lent a hand at various points before, during and after, including a lot of the children who
attended the event; to all of you, thank you.
We now take a break for the summer holidays and will return with plenty of fundraising ideas for
the next academic year, as well as our AGM, which will take place towards the end of September.
Keep an eye on our website, www.hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk and follow the links to FOHNS for
updates and news. Don’t forget you can email us on fohns@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk.
We’re very grateful for your continued support. The success of our events, not least our Summer
BBQ is made possible by your attendance and enjoyment of them.
Have a happy summer,
Kate Luxton & Wiz Wintle, Co-Chairs, FoHNS
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Chimney Sweep
Please contact:

BAZIL THE BRUSH
Tel. 01608 737022
Mobile 07989 151865
Email: baz.chimney@hotmail.co.uk

SALE!!
Hooky Special Price - £30
If chimney swept before 14 Sept 2013
(Hook Norton Households only)

COME ON, BEAT THE RUSH
CALL BAZIL THE BRUSH !!
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING (HNCS)
is a new group set up by several local families. The central aim of the project is to produce quality
meat from animals kept to very high welfare standards, at a lower carbon cost than typical
sources.
In our first year we have chosen a traditional breed of pig, the Oxford Sandy & Black, which are
known for their good temperament and the quality of their meat. In keeping with the local theme,
our six weaners have come from Adderbury. Many thanks go to the Hook Norton Low Carbon
group for the loan to cover our start-up costs; Tom at the village shop for excess fruit and veg, and
to allotment members who have provided us with veg for the pigs, all of which further reduces the
expense and carbon cost of the pigs’ food. Also, thanks to Marie-France and Nicholas for the use of
the land.
You may have already seen our pigs
snuffling around in their enclosure near the
allotments. Although they are cute, we also
have to plan ahead for when it is time to
slaughter them. Our aim is to pre-sell the
meat we will get from the pigs prior to
their slaughter, so that we can deliver it as
fresh as possible and avoid the logistical
challenge of storing a large quantity of
meat. Prices are currently being finalised,
but if you are interested in buying some
rare-breed Hooky pork, please get in touch
– details below.
HNCS was set up with the community in mind and, once we have successfully completed the first
cycle of weaners, we would like to welcome other members of the community to get involved next
year. In exchange for a small investment of time and money, you would be able to be hands-on
and care for animals, and help produce some fantastic meat to enjoy at the end of the season.
Again, if you would like to find out more, please get in touch.
More info can be found at www.hncs.org.uk; by email at info@hncs.org.uk, or call Dan on
738113.
Photo credit: Ali Rodwell, Hooky Photos
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FRIENDS OF HOOK
NORTON COMMMUNITY
LIBRARY
All year we have been working to raise funds to
ensure that our library remains open when our
funding is cut in April 2015. As this date fast
approaches we need your support. Two
important events are coming up.
On Wednesday 4 September 2013 at 7pm we
will be holding our annual AGM in the Baptist
Church Hall.

We appeal to all members to attend. New
members and all interested in the future of our
village library are also very welcome.
Coffee and biscuits will be served, followed by a
formal meeting lasting no more than one hour.
On Friday 25 October
2013 we will be
holding a quiz in the
Sports and Social
Club. Please come
along and help us
raise more money to
support our library.
Sue Ditchfield

HOOK NORTON CARDS AND CRAFTS CLUB

met in July for their
last session prior to the summer holidays and created a range of mini scrapbook albums ideal for
holding small photographs and written notes to capture summer memories. Our next card making
and craft club meeting is on Tuesday 17 September, 7.30–9.30pm at the Sun Inn and we will be
making an autumn recipe box and cards, fee £7.50 to include all materials required and
refreshments. To book a place, please contact lisa.barton@hotmail.co.uk or call 07803 883893, or
pop in and join the fun! For daily inspiration, ideas and to see the sorts of things we make, please
look at our blog http://vintage-celebrations.blogspot.co.uk Lisa Barton
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HOUSE CLEARANCE
All items considered
Whole houses, lofts, garages, sheds etc..
Friendly, efficient & reliable service

Tel: 01608 730101 or 07771 825466
SHIPSTON HOME NURSING
- HOSPICE AT HOME
Country Car Boot Sale, Sunday 8 September
Honington Hall estate
By very kind permission of Sarah Lady Wiggin
and Benjamin Wiggin
For more details re booking a pitch and costs,
entrance fee, please email rebecca@shnfundraising.co.uk/call 01608 674 929
24 hour Bakeathon
Friday 27–Saturday 28 September Shipston
sports club 12 noon–12 noon
Come and support our nurses by baking for
SHN.
Bake anything you like from breads, pies,
cakes, muffins, buns, tarts and more. But it
needs to be your favourite recipe. Sponsorship
for the hours you are baking is a great way to
raise funds. All baked will be sold at the
Shipston food festival in the High Street on
Sunday 29 September, all proceeds will go to
SHN.
For more info, call Jodie Wright 07835 425244
or go to www.justgiving.com/jodie-wright3
Supper and Dancing Friday 27 September,
7.45pm–1am
Magpie House Honington CV36 5AA, by very
kind permission of George and Emma Barkes
£45 per head, tables of 10. To book tickets, call
Rebecca 01608 674929
Cotswold Lion cycle rides Sunday 29
September
Shipston leisure centre, Darlingscott Rd,
Shipston CV36 4DY
100km epic starts 8.30am, 25 mile leisure ride
9am
For more info, call Rebecca or go to
http://cotswold-lion.org.uk
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NEWS FROM THE OXFORDSHIRE WOODFUEL
PROGRAMME AUGUST 2013
The Oxfordshire Woodfuel Programme has launched a woodfuel standard, OxLogs, which aims to
improve woodfuel quality in Oxfordshire, and counter the uncertainty of what is meant by ‘a load
of seasoned wood’. OxLogs suppliers will specify the volume, moisture content, type of wood (hard
or soft) and length of the wood. When you buy logs, ask for OxLogs!
If you own a woodfuel boiler – chip, pellet, log batch or wood burning stove with back boiler –
please fill out a short survey at www.surveymonkey.com/s/9SZBD9T. The results will help others
who are thinking about installing similar boilers.
If you own a woodland that needs managing, or are interested in working outside in return for
logs, do join the programme's Logs for Labour scheme as either a 'log offer' or a 'labour offer'.
The woodfuel programme
will have a stall at the Elder
Stubbs festival on 17 August
and the Wychwood Fair on
1 September. Do come
along!
For more information on
any of these please see
www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk.

THE
COTSWOLD
GUILD OF
WEAVERS,
SPINNERS &
DYERS
meet monthly at the
Baptist Church Hall. On
Saturday 12 October they
will be holding an open day
at the Church Hall between
2pm and 4pm for people to
come along and see some of
the work that has been
produced this year.
All are welcome to come
along and find out more
about us.
Briar Noonan
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SOFO PRESS RELEASE JUNE 2013
In the run up to the opening of Oxfordshire’s newest museum, The Soldiers of
Oxfordshire are giving you a little taster of what you can expect to see in the new
galleries. As of April 2013 SOFO will be showcasing some of their collection in the
Object of the Month case at The Oxfordshire Museum at Woodstock.
From War Horses, Prisoners of War to the secret work of the FANY, you can
experience what the new museum will have on offer. June’s objects tell of the
contribution of the FANY in both world wars.
The First Aid Nursing Yeomanry, always known as the FANY, was formed in 1907
as a corps of volunteer female nurses who would ride onto the battlefield to pick
up wounded men and carry them to the Regimental Aid Post on horseback.
In World War I the FANY drove motor ambulances and organised privately-funded
military hospitals, canteens and soup kitchens in Belgium and France. In the era
of the Suffragettes the Corps attracted powerful and well-connected women and
in spite of male opposition to women in the war zone, established a formidable
reputation for determination, resourcefulness and bravery. Seventeen FANY were
decorated with the Military Medal.
At the outset of World War II the FANY provided the instructors and the initial
recruits to the Auxiliary Territorial Service (Women’s) Motor Transport Companies.
Later, under the leadership of a succession of dynamic commandants, the FANY
also provided the administrative staff, drivers, wireless operators and cipher clerks
for the secret training schools and radio stations of the Special Operations
Executive in the United Kingdom and abroad. They were trained in SOE
establishments in Oxfordshire and many served in three special wireless stations
near Bicester handling traffic with agents in occupied Europe. A special
detachment of the FANY supported the Polish Forces. Several FANY were sent as
secret agents into France to serve as radio operators and couriers. Twelve died
in concentration camps; three were awarded the George Cross.
Many women who later became distinguished in public life played their part as
young servicewomen in the FANY involved in highly secret military operations.
Today the FANY continues as an exclusively female part-time unit providing civil
and military communications, language skills and drivers. The Commandant in
Chief is HRH The Princess Royal and today the Corps is known as the FANY (The
Princess Royal Volunteer Corps).
The museum is continuing its work behind the scenes on the galleries ready for
the grand opening next year. If you were in the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry or
have a story about them to tell we would love to hear from you. Please contact
the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum on 01993 813 832 or email
admin@sofo.org.uk
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Who were sensible enough to ignore my weather-forebodings and book an outdoors theatre? A
warm summer’s evening, a beautiful setting, perhaps a picnic and a good play take a lot of beating.
If your holidays take you to Cornwall then the Minack Theatre seems to tick those boxes – ‘Our
Country’s Good’ (19–23 August); ‘Tartuffe’ (16–23 August) and The Shakespeare’s Globe’s ‘The
Taming of the Shrew’ (9–13 September) –brilliant.
On 10 September, Chippy Theatre has the exciting 1899 story, ‘Winston on the Run’. Then 19–21
and 23–28 September, their third in-house production, ‘Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me’ by Frank
McGuinness. This is loosely inspired by captives such as Terry Waite, John McCarthy and Brian
Keenan: powerful drama.
The Priory at Kenilworth are presenting (4–14 September) an intriguing comedy, ‘Entertaining
Angels’ by Richard Everett. The story of a clergyman’s widow Grace who, after a lifetime of being
on her best behaviour, now finds she can do as she pleases – or can she?
The Theatre Royal at Northampton has been off my radar for a while, so it is pleasing to suggest
their World Premiere ‘To Sir, With Love’ (6–28 September).
At the Everyman Cheltenham, Patrick Hamilton’s psychological chiller, ‘The Governess’ stars Peter
Bowles and Jenny Seagrove (9–14 September).
Returning to wonderful settings, where is more picturesque than Compton Verney?
Through to 22 September this ever-adventurous gallery has a fascinating double-bill. The main
works are from the Tate Collection titled ‘Turner and Constable: Sketching from Nature’. There is
no shortage of fine examples of the paintings by these great masters, but it is the balance provided
by lesser or unknown artists that gave me so much pleasure. A George Stubbs without a horse in
sight – ‘Newmarket Heath, with a Rubbing-Down House’; Sir Augustus Wall Callcott’s
‘Littlehampton Pier’, the squally conditions highlighted by his lighting contrasts in the stormy sky
and a white horse on the beach; Cornelius Varley’s ‘Millbank’ – depicting engagingly dilapidated
buildings where Tate Britain now stands and a small watercolour on paper by the Reverend
William Bree, the engaging ‘A Much Repaired Gate’!
The curator expressed the hope that younger visitors would not be deterred by a staid image of
such 18th and 19th century landscapes. My recommendation is to take youngsters along; what a
fabulous introduction.
Nor would the enjoyment finish there. Six contemporary artists give us their varied creative ideas.
George Shaw’s gritty paintings of his home Tile Hill Estate in Coventry stood out – not least the ‘sixfooter’ he painted after seeing Constable’s in the Tate Britain 2006 Exhibition.
However, it is the pleasure of Julian Opie’s computer-animated landscape ‘Summer 2012’ that
lingers. On a hot summer’s day sitting in the cool gallery you are taken for a gorgeous and
colourful image-created walk through the pastoral landscape of central France; immense fun.
Finally, if the real outside beckons, you can enter the ‘Empty Nest’ by Hilary Jack. This human-scale
rook’s nest set in a cedar tree gives you the opportunity to climb up into a hidden sanctuary with
views of Compton Verney and the surrounding parkland and lake. It is an experience.
George Shaw’s views of urban wasteland is a reminder not to miss the brilliant recording of a
vanished industrial world at Tate Britain (to 20 October) – ‘Lowry and the Painting of Modern Life’.
Just space to add ‘Mexico: A Revolution in Art’ at the Royal Academy. Fired by the 1910
Revolution, the murals of Diego Rivera and others depict the hoped-for Utopia. A small taste of
this dream can be seen in Piccadilly (to 29 September).
John Wheatley
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HOOK NORTON W.I.
June Newsletter
Our March meeting was our AGM and
Mini Show. The President and committee
were voted for. The entries in the show
were judged by Beryl White and Lesley
from Fibreworks, Chipping Norton. Sheila
Lilley won first prize, Vicky Shillam came
second and Christina Town was third.
Beryl White was presented with a gift
from everyone in the W.I. as a thank
you for all her hard work during her 38
years of service.
We were pleased to welcome three
visitors.
The speaker at our April meeting was
Martin Nelson who spoke on his 40 years
catching smugglers, mostly at Heathrow
Airport. It was a very amusing and
interesting talk. He spoke how when a
flight was coming in from certain parts of

the world, action stations was checking
up on the arrivals reading body
language, type of people and how they
were dressed. The information given to
the customs officers was from Customs
and Excise, the Police and the public,
travel patterns, cash payment for flights,
and years of experience dealing with the
public reaction. Officers were also
present at the end of flights from drug
hot spots. Dogs were used to sniff drugs
and bark, others sat down beside the
person and others (always bitches)
identified large sums of money.
On 22 August we will be having an
outing to Waddesdon Manor. The price
for the coach will be £14; entrance is
free for National Trust members and £13
for non-members. If anyone would like
to come, please contact Janice Black.
Doreen McLaughlin and Maureen

HOOK NORTON W.I.
A very interesting talk about the life of Vesta Tilley was given by Ray Sturdy at our May meeting.
Vesta Tilley was born in Worcester into a large family. Her father, Harry Powles, worked in the
evening as an entertainer at the Music Halls to earn extra money. Vesta showed interest for the
stage when she was nearly four years old and appeared on stage for the first time in Gloucester
reciting poems and singing. She changed into boys’ clothes for the second half of the show, thus
earning more money. Her father became her manager and she went from strength to strength,
eventually appearing on the stage in London. She married Walter Defrece who eventually became
her manager.
Our June meeting was a very interesting talk. Harriet Rycroft from Whichford Potteries came to
demonstrate how to plant up pots with summer flowers and also gave us some very handy tips.
She used one of the pottery’s large pots and showed us how to fill the pot from start to finish. She
used flowers she had grown from seed in the pottery’s greenhouses and poly tunnels. These
included large fuchsias, geraniums, petunias and trailing plants. The end result was a delight to
see.We were very pleased to have some visitors from the village to join us and watch the
demonstration. Doreen McLaughlin

A THOUGHT FOR 2014
it has been suggested that people sow red poppy seeds in
their gardens, in order to achieve a show of them to
commemorate the First World War. I’m intending to try this
in the front garden. Janice Salmon
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THE BANBURY RURAL NAG SURVEY RESULTS
The Banbury Rural Neighbourhood Action Group are a group of volunteers made up of members of the rural
community and Police who work together to address community needs and solve issues identified by the
public. We have been in existence for several years and have worked together in tackling speeding, anti-social
behaviour, burglary and auto crime offences.
The Neighbourhood team launched an online survey for the rural community around Banbury from 13 to 26
May. The aim was to seek the community’s opinions in identifying the top three local priorities that most affect
the neighbourhood. This will help us to focus our time, resources and expertise when dealing with any issues.
Neighbourhood Action Group members and the Police Team were available for drop-in sessions at local
libraries and many members of the community seized the opportunity to attend, engage and discuss issues.
The survey produced excellent results and the online access meant that a large amount of people were able to
take part and have their say on local community priorities.
Following the survey, NAG members have met and agreed the top three local community priorities
1.Speeding/Road Safety/Parking 2.Burglary/Theft 3.Anti-Social Behaviour
We are always looking for new volunteers to join the NAG and take an active role in tackling community issues.
If you would like more information or would like to get involved, please contact Sgt 6600 Richard Miller to
discuss.
Crime News
We are still experiencing theft of catalytic converters across the Banbury area. A number have been stolen
from vehicles parked in villages, the latest being stolen in Adderbury and Bloxham. Thieves are cutting off
entire exhaust pipes and later cutting open the catalytic converters to retrieve the precious metal inside. The
metal carries a high value when sold and thieves are well organised, taking just a couple of minutes to steal the
exhaust. In particular, thieves will target 4 x 4s, which are higher up off the ground and easier for offenders to
lie underneath. Please think carefully where you park your vehicles when unattended. Perhaps block your
vehicle in so that people cannot get underneath it or use your garage if you have one. Park vehicles in areas
that are likely to be overseen by neighbours and report anyone acting suspiciously as soon as possible on 101
or 999 in an emergency.
Crime Prevention
Number plate theft has been on the increase in Thames Valley with thousands stolen nationally every year.
Stolen number plates are allowing people to get away with several offences, including:
Ÿ Driving away from petrol stations without paying (‘bilking’).
Ÿ Dodging the London congestion charge.
Ÿ Evading speed camera fines.
Fines are often sent to the innocent owner of a vehicle which had its number plates stolen. Cars with stolen
number plates are often used as getaway vehicles in more serious crimes. All UK police forces are working
together to combat number plate theft.
Please consider the crime prevention advice below to reduce the odds of you becoming a victim of number
plate theft.
Report the loss of your number plates to the police as soon as possible. Call 101, the 24-hour Thames Valley
Police non-emergency number. If the crime is in progress, call 999.
Ÿ It is an offence to drive a car without number plates, so you must report the loss of your number plates as
soon as you can.
Ÿ Fit theft-proof screws or special number plates to your vehicle.
Ÿ ‘Clutch head’ screws are specially-designed to be virtually impossible to remove once they’ve been fitted.
They are very cheap to buy and easy to fit. Thanks to some external funding, some Neighbourhood
Policing teams are able to provide these screws free of charge. Please contact your local Neighbourhood
Policing team via 101 to find out more.
Ÿ Special number plates are designed to break apart if they are forcibly removed from a vehicle. For more
information, visit: http://www.secureplate.com/
Thames Valley Police does not endorse any particular supplier. We recommend that you contact your
vehicle’s manufacturer and seek warranty advice before fitting.
You can contact the team by emailing us at: BanburyRuralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk or you can call us
on 101 our non- emergency number. Please dial 999 in an emergency.
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We are a

MASTERS OF COLOUR SALON
achieved in London with Schwarzkopf International
We can do ‘Hair Up’ for Weddings, Parties and Balls.
Open until 8pm on Tuesdays
Come along and meet us

Telephone: 01608 737073
Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, Banbury
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HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
We applaud Andy Murray’s triumph at Wimbledon, and hope it
results in more people wanting to play.
Results of the Banbury league matches so far As I write this, our A team
rd
th
is top of Division 2! The B team is 3 in Division 3; the Cs are 7 in
th
th
Division 4; and the Ds and Es are 6 and 9 in Division 5.
Additional club session on Wednesday afternoon The additional
Wednesday afternoon club sessions, starting from 2pm are continuing.
All adult members and juniors are welcome and this, of course,
includes players who have joined as ‘Weekday only’ members.
Cardio Tennis sessions take place on Tuesday mornings from 11.30am
to 12.30pm and on Wednesday evenings from 7 to 8pm. The cost is £2 each. It is open to nonmembers.
Contact Marc Gilkes: 01295 265085/07930406015 or email marcgilkes@fsmail.net
News from Junior Coaching
The dates of the coaching courses are all in August: Monday 5 to Friday 9, Monday 12 to Friday 16,
Monday 19 to Friday 23 and Monday 26 to Friday 30. Please note that the times of the sessions are
subject to change depending on the numbers.
*The cost of the coaching courses is either £11.25 (Tots) or £22.50 (Mini Red, Mini Orange, Mini
Green and Junior) per week for members of the tennis club or £16.25 (Tots) or £32.50 (Mini Red,
Mini Orange, Mini Green and Junior) per week for non-members of the tennis club. There are
discounts available for those with two or more children attending from the same family.
Please contact Marc Gilkes (details above) to make a booking or for more details.
Day
Time
Level
Age
Session
Cost
Monday – Friday

9.00am-9.30am

Tots

3–5

Tots

£11.25 or
£16.25 per week*

Monday – Friday

9.30am-10.30am

Mini Tennis

4–8

Mini Red

Red
Monday – Friday

10.30am-11.30am Mini Tennis

8–9

Mini Orange £22.50 or

Orange
Monday – Friday

11.30am-12.30pm Mini Tennis

£32.50 per week
10

Mini Green

Green
Monday – Friday

12.30pm-1.30pm Junior

£22.50 or
£32.50 per week*

£22.50 or
32.50 per week

11+

Junior

£22.50 or
£32.50 per week

Events The open day held by Hooky Tennis Club at Chipping Norton Leisure Centre on Saturday 29
June was extremely well attended, with about 40 players. The majority were young children, but
there were about 12 teenagers, and about 16 adults.
Other news Our Summer membership offer has so far resulted in four families participating.
For more info, contact Sue Glasson: email merrymoons1@aol.com
You can now get to our website through the Hook Norton village website: as well at the Sport &
Social website.
Elaine Priestley
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AUGUST VILLAGE DIARY

1
2
2
5
6
7
8
8
8
8
9
9
9
10
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
16
19
19
20
20
21
22
22
22
23
25
26
27
27
29
30
30
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10:00 AM

Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays

10:00 AM

Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays

St Peters

10:00 AM

Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays

Primary School

10:00 AM

Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays

Baptist Hall

09:15 AM

Friday Toddler Group - Fridays

Baptist Hall

19:00
19:00
20:00
19:30
17:00
14:00
13:30
19:30
19:00
19:30
19:30
20:00
13:00
09:00
10:30
19:30
17:00
14:30
19:00
19:00
20:00
00:00
19:30
17:00
14:00
19:30
10:30
19:00
20:00
13:00
19:30
19:00
17:00
19:00
20:00
19:30

Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
Family Bingo
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Hooky Ukes
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Rhymetimes again for the under-fives
Blood Donation Session
Hook Norton Classic Wheels
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
Parish Council Meeting
‘Energize’ Youth Group
Brewery Bash
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Garden Club Half Day visit Leaving from The Sun
Village Market
Hooky 6 race
Hooky Ukes
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Reading Group
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
‘Outlook’ Youth group
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Hooky Players Tickets for Sale
Summer Production
Hooky Ukes Old Lion Coffee Shop
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
WI Summer Outing
Garden Club
Carry On Learning
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
WI Trip to Waddesdon Manor
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
George Harris Day
Hooky Ukes
BUSY BEES KNITTING AND CRAFT CLUB
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Indian curry and IPA tasting at the Brewery

Baptist Hall

Youth Hall
Sports and Social Club
Youth Hall
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Youth Hall
Hook Norton Library
Hook Norton School
Sun Inn
Youth Hall
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
Brewery Visitors Centre
Youth Hall
Memorial Hall
Sports and Social Club
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Youth Hall
Library
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall

Youth Hall
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Normal Matthews Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Football & Social Club
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Baptist Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Brewery Visitors Centre

SEPTEMBER VILLAGE DIARY

2
3
3
4
5
6
6
6
9
10
11
11
12
12
12
13
13
14
14
15
16
17
17
17
18
19
19
20
20
20
21
23
24
24
26
26
27
27
30

10:00 AM

Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays

10:00 AM

Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays

St Peters

10:00 AM

Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays

Primary School

10:00 AM

Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays

Baptist Hall

09:15AM

Friday Toddler Group - Fridays

Baptist Hall

19:30
17:00
19:30
19:00
19:00
19:00
19:30
20:00
19:30
17:00
19:00
14:30
19:30
19:00
19:30
19:30
20:00
14:30
09:00
19:30
19:30
17:00
14:00
19:30
19:30
19:00
19:00
19:30
20:00
07:00
19:30
19:00
17:00
10:30
19:00
20:00
09:00
19:30

Hooky Ukes
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Local History Group
Friends of Hook Norton County Library AGM
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
Family Bingo
Hook Norton Low Carbon AGM
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Hooky Ukes
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Entry night for Garden Club Autumn Show
Reading Group
Hook Norton Classic Wheels
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
Parish Council Meeting
‘Energize’ Youth Group
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
garden Club Autumn Show
Village Market
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
Hooky Ukes
Hook Norton Cards & Crafts Club
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
WI Meeting
Garden Club
Hooky Players Autumn season of plays
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
‘Outlook’ Youth group
Hooky Players Autumn season of plays
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Safari supper Around the village
Hooky Ukes
BUSY BEES KNITTING AND CRAFT CLUB
Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9
Carry On Learning
Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook
Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13
Macmillan Coffee Morning
Hooky Ukes

Baptist Hall

Old Lion Coffee Shop
Youth Hall
Brewery Visitor Centre
Baptist Church
Youth Hall
Sports and Social Club
Brewery Visitor Centre
Youth Hall
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Youth Hall
Memorial Hall
Library
Sun Inn
Youth Hall
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Hook Norton School
Memorial Hall
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Sun Inn
Youth Hall
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
Old Lion Coffee Shop
Baptist Hall
Youth Hall
Normal Matthews Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Primary School.
Old Lion Coffee Shop
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Personalised design
service and
consultancy in your
own home.

Stylish complimentary
Cushions & Loose
Covers

Beau�ful Bespoke Curtains,
Roman & Roller Blinds & So�
Furnishings, handmade to
the highest standard

Re‐upholstery service

Custom made Bedspreads &
Headboards

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
Advice on every kind of
Fabric from numerous
suppliers

email: info@annwoolgrove.com
www.annwoolgrove.com

New Sofas & Chairs

01295 788845

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com
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