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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

 Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
 Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
 Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
 Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
 Specialist Letting and Management service.
 Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.

 Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111

beauty

Larkfields | Tadmarton Heath Road
Hook Norton | Banbury
Oxfordshire | OX15 5DQ
Telephone 01608 730926
Email: claire@azurebeauty.biz

Claire Gregson 

(C.I.B.T.A.C./B.A.B.T.A.C.)

AESTHETIC AND COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIES

beauty

Azure Beauty offers an extensive range of massage, beauty and holistic treatments.
Ring Claire for a brochure or more information. 

Gift Vouchers Available
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FrOM tHe eDitOrS
So the seasons move on and autumn 
is with us. Harvest festival, leaf piles, 
conkers and bonfires. The nights 
draw in and heating oil tanks are 
checked. But there is plenty going 
on in the village and no reason to be 
dull. Please check the diary and see 
what you would like to do. Music, 
drama, sport, history, plans. Even an 
opportunity to edit this fine publication. Hook Norton is a lively place; do brave the chill, 
come out and join in!

Sadly we report the deaths of Windsor Charles Matthews, Michael Rose and Derek Stone.  On 
behalf of the village we send our condolences to their families and friends.

Helen                        737391                           Andy                    730604

helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk                             news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising CAN YOU HELP FILL THIS GAP?
Distribution Verity Calderan
Proofreading Emma Callery
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter 7�7�9�
Treasurer CAN YOU HELP FILL THIS GAP?
Directory Diana Barber 7�74�8

TEXT AND ADVERTISING COPY DEADLINES
 December  issue  15th November
RATES - CHEQUES PAYABLE TO HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER

ADVERT  SIZE    MONO COLOUR
Third Page (��8mm wide x 60mm high) £�0.00  £�0.00
Half Page (��8mm wide x 90mm high) £�5.00  £�0.00

Please contact advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

Text for Village activities    Free (a small donation is welcome)
Inserts for Village activities    On request from Andy Horne

Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to: 

Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team

www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk

Many thanks to Shireen Dew for this month’s cover picture taken at the Moreton Show. 
The Hooky Shires have been working hard this summer touring events, drinking beer and 
being fussed and admired by the general public.

OLD HOOKY SLiDe SHOW tALK
There will be a slide show of ‘old Hooky’ exploring the village and its villagers and 
village life from the �890s through to the �950s on Saturday �7 October at 7pm at 
Hook Norton Baptist Church by Martin Quartermain.

Admission by ticket only - available from Martin & Janice Quartermain - 0�608 
7�7�69 - £5 each - in aid of Hooky Baptist Church, refreshments also provided.
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Private Tuition Available
20 years experience as qualified teacher

Maths and Physics to A Level

English,  Maths and Science to GCSE

Based in Shenington, but can travel to surrounding areas

CRB check and references available on request

Tel:  07984 140 739 or 01295 678676
Email – clarke.tutoring@btinternet.com

•

•

•

•

•

YOGA
All Levels Welcome, Friendly, Mixed Classes 

with Yoga Alliance Registered Teacher

The Study Centre, Hook Norton School - Wednesday Evenings 7.30-9.00pm

Holycombe House Whichford - Monday Evenings 7.30-9.00pm

Private classes and one to one sessions also available. 

Feel the benefits after just 6-8 weeks

Ring or e-mail Fran on: 07950 424037  franyoga@rocketmail.com
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HOOK NOrtON cHAritAbLe ASSOciAtiON 
The Hook Norton Charitable Association annual general meeting will be held at The 
Brewery Visitor Centre on Wednesday ��st November at 7.�0pm.  

The exceptional weather conditions at Music at the Crossroads this year meant that the 
HNCA did not raise the profits which it has proudly been able to present to charity over 
past years. Therefore there is no call for donation requests for this year.

Some members of the current committee are standing down, the HNCA would like to 
thank Rebecca Watts for her work as treasurer and also Markus Gerber for his much 
appreciated efforts. 

All are welcome to attend the AGM and this would be an excellent opportunity for 
anyone wishing to get involved.  

For more information please contact us through our website (www.hookymusic.co.uk) or 
call Pete on 7�7�4� or email Phil on phil@hookymusic.co.uk.

On Friday ��th October there will be a Wine Tasting Evening presented by SH Jones 
Wine merchants at the Memorial Hall from 7.�0pm until 9.�0pm. Tickets are available 
from The Sun at just £5.00 each. All net proceeds donated to HNCA. The HNCA wishes 
to thank the organisers for their support. Hook Norton Charitable Association.

Wow how time flies – September already 
and the Football season is well into full swing 
back at home at the Bourne. The beginning 
of this season found us in something of a 
unique position with � of our early matches 
taking part on the BACK pitch due to league 
fixtures, whilst our cricketers continued to 
the end of their season at the front. Both 
games bought home wins for the ‘Brewery 
Boys’ (as we are known in the league) and 
their success has continued with a run of 
away wins and draws leaving us 5th in the 
table as we write this with a game in hand. 

This season we welcome back Mark ‘Boylo’ 
Boyland as first team manager with Steve 
Prentice and Lee Young assisting, whilst 
Layi Olubaji is joined by Stephen ‘Dasher’ 
Knight on the second team. We are also 
very pleased to welcome Darren Williams 
to HNFC. He takes over the Under �8’s slot 
from Dasher and will be supported by Ady 
Gilkes, great to have them on board!! 

We have also been very fortunate this year 
to be re-joined by all of last season’s first 
team squad and the majority of the �nd 
team squad, who along with the Under �8’s 
team have helped produce one of the best 

pot of dedicated players to choose from for 
a very long time. We may not be one of the 
richest clubs financially in the league, but we 
certainly make up for it with the brilliant lads 
who turn out every week and play for us, not 
because they are forced to or paid to do so, 
but because they want to. The atmosphere 
both on the pitch and in the club house 
afterwards is buzzing of late because of 
them and with the help and support of a 
very dedicated committee, very generous 
sponsors and loyal supporters – long may 
it continue.

Should you wish to come and watch the 
teams, there is usually a �st or �nd team 
game on Saturday afternoons, and the 
under �8’s play on Sunday afternoons 
at times throughout the season (please 
note gate fee applies to �st team games). 
At half time and after a game, there are 
always refreshments available and the bar 
in open in the club house. See club www.
hooknortonfc.com and social club www.
hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk info 
for details or give club a ring 0�608 7�7���). 
We hope to see you all soon and UP THE 
HOOKY !!!!! 

HOOK NOrtON SeNiOr FOOtbALL



6

Need an energy boost?
Try Shiatsu and Reiki 

with qualified, experienced Shiatsu practitioner and Reiki Master.

Do you have back pain? Are you pregnant?
Have you just had a baby and want to get back into shape?

Try one to one yoga sessions tailored to your needs, 
with qualified, experienced yoga teacher.

Enquiries: Lorraine Newman BWY RT
Lorraineyoga@aol.com - 01608 730706 

Interior Decorating
Quality Work ~ Reasonable Rates ~ Free Estimates

Call me on 738144 or 07887 508021

Alan Lewis

ERIC WYATT
~ Washing Machine ~ Dishwasher ~ Tumble Dryer ~ 

~ Cooker ~ Vacuum Cleaner Repairs ~

No Call Out Charge

6 Round Close Road, Adderbury
Tel: 01295 811976 or 07831 595898
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THE 
CRAFT FAIR 

IS COMING!17th HOOK NORTON 
CRAFT FAIR

SAturDAY 3 NOveMber 2012 10 - 5pM
This well-established, much loved annual event is almost upon us when, 
once again, St Peter’s church will host a spectacular array of crafts and 
craftsmen. As always, there will be a vast amount of beautiful and original 
work in all mediums, both traditional and contemporary, as well as a 
selection of delectable eatables with several food stalls featuring locally 
sourced and produced foodstuffs. Handmade chocolates and sweets, 
cheeses, chutneys, jams, honey, fruit vinegars and cake pops will offer 
plenty to tickle the taste buds! 

There will be over 40 stalls, including many of the regular craftspeople 
who continually update their work with new ideas and styles, but there 
will also be many new crafters and artists attending this high-quality event 
for the first time, giving an even greater choice of unusual and exciting 
work. As usual, there will be crafters and artists working throughout the 
day.

If you are looking for a unique gift for a special occasion, or something 
beautiful or quirky for yourself or your home, you are sure to find it at 
this impressive event in St Peter’s Church. The fair is open from 10am 
until 5pm, adults entrance £1.50, children free. You can sit and consider 
your Christmas List while enjoying delicious homemade refreshments in 
the café area.

St Peter’s famous Grand Draw tickets will still be available to purchase 
on the day, but please ring Becky Cooke (730976) if you would like to 
buy some in advance; there will once again be over 50 fantastic prizes 
with £100 (courtesy of Nigel Matthews Plant & Skip Hire) as the first 
prize – now wouldn’t that come in handy?! 

For more info, please contact Jan Hughes 01608 737900 or email: 
janhug@madasafish.com
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Taking you where you want to go...

Tel: 01295 254254   Thorpe Mead, Banbury, OX16 4RZ

A modern first class reliable service 
for all your coaching needs
14 – 70 seat coaches available

www.cheneycoaches.co.uk
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tHe rectOr WriteS …
A hamster on a spinning wheel has no doubt that he’s heading somewhere 
fabulous; making something great of his life! No one could question the 
hamster’s enthusiasm, drive and effort. And the rush of wind whistling 
past the wheel as his world revolves around him convinces him that great 
things are being achieved. Give me a ‘to do’ list, and I, like so many other 
people today, am that hamster on turbo charge!

And I have to be like that, because things must be done, and when relief is in short supply, 
operating in autopilot appears to be the only option in order to get it all done. So, is 
‘hamster wheel living’ the unavoidable thorn in the side of ��st-century living? After all, 
our world is fast paced, and maybe keeping up is part and parcel of being relevant? Many 
would say that time is short, and rather than taking a foot off the pedal we should be doing 
more. But I’m beginning to think this idea that everything needs to be relevant is what lures 
into overload. Thus it seems we have to be ‘doing’ all the time.

Why can’t we, for a change, just ‘be’? … be with people for nothing more than the sheer 
delight of human friendship; … be with our partners with no one else and nothing else 
to distract us; … be with our children, rather than just providing them with the means to 
overload their lives; … be ourselves, and that’s far more about who we are than ever it is 
about what we do!

Most of us Christians are just as bad, if not worse, because we should know that the Grace 
of God is about being rather than doing. Yet it seems we’re always doing church and seldom 
being Church; that God-intended body of people who should be His visible presence in the 
world today. So at St Peter’s we’re trying to do a bit less in order to be what God wants us 
to be; people set free from the hamster’s wheel, with time for others, self and God.

There are still many and varied things going on at St Peter’s, and not just on a Sunday! We 
try to cater for everyone; from the youngest to the more mature, from the most committed 
to those just looking. So why not come and see what’s on offer, knowing that it’s a place 
where you can be yourself and not be expected to do anything!

John Acreman.

Further details on our notice boards and website: www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk or contact: 
The Rector, John Acreman (7�7���) Email: acreman@xalt.co.uk or the Churchwardens, Pam 
Horne (7�0604) and Mary Powell (7�746�)

Evelyn Peta Gasson-Smith daughter of Edward and Helen Gasson-Smith was 
baptised on 16 September 2012 at St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton

Hilton Bales-Smith and Sally Anne Holbrook of the Bell Inn, Hook Norton 
were married on 28 July 2012 at St Peter’s Church 

Richard William Smart of this parish and Abigail Jane Cousins of Bloxham 
were married on 1 September 2012 at St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton

Luke Martin Forde and Joanna Marie Robinson of Northampton, formerly of 
this parish were married on 25 August 2012 at St Peter’s Church Hook Norton
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Are you holding an event that you need to
hire cutlery and crockery for?

I have enough for 120 people including
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls

and serving spoons.

15p an item, and return it dirty!
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.

From private dinner parties for 10 to the one off
party for 120 guests  all you need to do is call:

 Vicky Taylor
on

01295 780206 / 07841 910037

www.swacliffegrange.com

Cutlery and Crockery for Hire
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HOOK NOrtON cricKet cLub 
SUCCESSFUL SEASON DESPITE THE RAIN

The second XI had a fantastic season under Dickie Knight’s captaincy, winning �� out 
of the �4 matches they played to finish on �65 points, a full 8� points ahead of their 
nearest rivals.  This was an even more remarkable achievement as the �st XI regularly 
“borrowed” their stars during the season. 

Nick Leader, captain of the �st XI, deserves the club’s thanks in his first year as captain 
for keeping the side motivated to finish mid table, despite the challenges of having a 
third of our matches (6 out of �8) rained off during the “summer”!  They are now well 
positioned to do well in the sunshine of �0��. 

So with the indoor cricket season ahead of us, and looking forward to a sunnier summer 
next year, do get in touch if �0�� is going to be the year where you can join us in Hook 
Norton Cricket Club. 

Contact Tim Lunel on 730446 or lunel@btinternet.com 

tHANK YOu 
everYbODY
In memory of my beloved 
husband Martin Stubbington, 
who sadly passed away 
suddenly but peacefully on � 
May �0��, I would like to say a 
heartfelt thank you to everybody 
in the village who sent cards and 
offered help and support to my 
family and me at this sad time. 

A ‘huge’ thank you to my 
neighbours Barry and Barbara 
who helped on that sad evening 
and also to the very kind 
gentleman (who lives in Brewery 
Lane) who arrived in minutes 
with the defibrillator to help 
Martin until the paramedics 
arrived. Thank you for your 
continuing support. 

Gwenda Stubbington & Family
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Oil Boiler Servicing
Oil Aga Servicing
New Oil Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156 

Emergency Breakdowns: 07973 128987

HNNews_AugustNEW2011.indd   24 26/07/2011   21:27:56

LiONS cLub OF cHippiNG NOrtON
With the autumn soon upon us, the Lions Club of Chipping Norton are planning their 
winter programme. Imminently the group will be celebrated its birthday with a Charter 
night but thereafter, all members are focussed on fund raising and welfare events. 

A number of tickets have been reserved at the Chipping Norton Theatre for the 
pantomime ‘Cinderella’ for those elderly who are less able to attend on their own. 
These are for local residents and members of the Hook Norton Monday Care Club will 
be invited, but if you know of anyone else we could support, please let us know. 

To raise funds, the Lions Club are holding a Reindeer Race night in the Crown and 
Cushion Hotel, Chipping Norton on Saturday � December. This will be a twist on 
the successful Horse Race night and if you want a fun evening, please call us for 
information. 

Members will also be selling Trolley Dash tickets between now and December. You 
may see us at the Chipping Norton Co-Op, so please buy a ticket as the winning prize 
is a run around the Co Op to collect as much food as possible in 90 seconds. 

Father Christmas has just told us that he will be making a visit to Hook Norton on 
Sunday 9 December. Unfortunately, the old float is no longer safe, but the Elves are 
working hard on a new smaller version.

Finally, we still have a couple of electric wheelchairs available on a free loan basis so if 
you, or someone you know, needs one, please call. 

Sian Arnold, Lions Club of Chipping Norton 01608 730263
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HOOK NOrtON pAriSH cOuNciL 
Co-option to Parish Council In August an advertisement was placed on village notice 
boards notifying villagers that there was still one Parish Councillor vacancy on the Parish 
Council. Mrs Amanda Watkins, Little Bowden, The Bourne was the only applicant and 
at its meeting on �� September, Mrs Watkins was co-opted as a Councillor to the Parish 
Council.

Accounts 2011/12 The Parish Council accounts for �0��/�� have been formally signed 
off by the external auditors, BDO LLP. No issues were raised.

Stanton Engineering Site Development Cherwell District Council granted this planning 
application on �7 August ��0�. 

Proposed Bourne Lane Development Cherwell District Council refused this outline 
planning application on 6 September. At their meeting on �� September, Parish 
Councillors thanked Rob Gardner, Julia Edwards and Brendan Queenan for their 
invaluable help with the response to CDC.

Affordable Housing Parish Councillors have unanimously agreed that the Parish Council 
should continue to look at providing affordable housing in the village. Cllr Cooke is 
meeting officers from Cherwell District Council and ORCC on 9 October to talk about 
this and the Neighbourhood Plan.

Neighbourhood Plan Councillors have agreed that a Neighbourhood Plan is essential 
if villagers are to dictate their own future. Costs have yet to be ascertained and no 
commitment to the scheme will be made until they can be established. It is hoped 
that volunteers will freely offer their time and expertise. Some costs will be met by the 
District. A steering committee will be formed, to include some Councillors but, in the 
main, villagers, who will then consult with the entire village. An open meeting will be 
held in the Memorial Hall on �� October at 8pm after the Parish Council meeting.

Allotments Hook Norton Allotments Association (HNAA) met recently to discuss 
allotments that are not being fully utilised and have become overgrown. Tenants had 
been contacted and, as a result of this, a number of people had surrendered tenancies. 
Vacant plots have been offered to people on the waiting list. At its meeting on �� 
September, Parish Councillors agreed to HNAA's suggestion that a �% increase in 
allotment rents be levied with effect � April �0��. The rent for a full plot will be £�� and 
a half plot £��. The allotment year runs from � April to �� March, with rents payable 
� October.

Parish Council Walls The PC Environment Sub-Committee has carried out a survey of 
Parish Council walls. Full details can be found in the PC Minutes dated �� September 
(Annex �).

Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee The Parish Council has purchased a bench for the village in 
celebration of Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee. It will be put opposite the church, 
next to the bus-shelter in the next couple of weeks.

Memorial Hall Replacement screens have been delivered, broken panes of glass have 
been replaced and new coat hooks have been fitted. Other work is still in progress.

The Bell Inn The Bell Inn has been sold and Cllrs have agreed that as this property is 
one of the village's 'crown jewels', every attention must be paid to its future use.

Rosemary Watts, Clerk to Hook Norton Parish Council



�4



�5

HAve YOu ever tHOuGHt 
‘i cOuLD DO tHAt’?
Well, now you have a chance to try.

After a lot of ‘umming’ and ‘ahhing’ and a couple of 
false starts, I have decided it is time to call it a day as 
co-editor of this newsletter.

I have not been involved the longest but after 65 issues 
and �� years, I could do with a change and in any case, 
new ideas and a fresh approach are never a bad thing!

This does of course mean that someone is needed to step forward and take my 
place. 

You will find that the newsletter is very much a team effort (as you can see from the 
box on page �, to which you can add the many unsung heroes in the distribution 
teams) and any handover will take as long as it needs. You will need a computer and 
broadband. The rest we can teach you, as much as you need.  We have access to 
publishing software that could be passed on to the new editor but equally, there is 
no reason why the newsletter could not be produced with software that you probably 
already have. So, don’t be shy; give it a try. 

Why not email me or Helen at news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk for more 
information and remember to form an orderly queue!!  Andy

HOOKY WiNe tAStiNG
An informal opportunity to sample 

a range of wines

Everyone welcome

No prior knowledge needed

Friday 12th October, 7.30-9.30pm

Hook Norton Memorial Hall

Tickets £5, available from the Sun Inn

or from Tim Jordan, Ben Denne, Simon Hicks 

or Nick Straw

or contact us at hookywinetasting@yahoo.co.uk

A selection of the wines will be available 
afterwards at The Sun

All net proceeds go to the 

Hook Norton Charitable Association

tHANK YOu
The recent Orchard Road Marie 
Curie door-to-door collection 
raised £�40. Thank you to all 

involved!

FAir trADe teA
FAir trADe teA pArtY 

at 

Quaker Meeting House 

Sibford Gower 

OX15 5RX 

on Saturday 13th October 2012  

3-5pm. 

All are welcome.

Gill Yeomans
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Arrive home to a happy relaxed dog
	 Collection	and	drop	off	service
	 Individual	daily	care	plans	for	each	dog
	 Dedicated	staff	team
	 Large	secure	outdoor	play	and	exercise	paddocks
	 Large	indoor	play	area	with	non	slip	flooring
	 Rest	room	with	sofas	and	dog	beds
	 Doggie	holidays	and	sleepovers	available

For more information and bookings call Becky or Lisa on
01608 730594 or 07989 348878 / 07564 152611

e: enquiries@topdogdaycare.co.uk        www.topdogdaycare.co.uk

building a better future 

 

SPECIALIST 
LEGAL SERVICES FOR  

WHEN IT REALLY COUNTS 
 

DIVORCE, SEPARATION, CHILDREN 
AND ALL ASPECTS OF FAMILY LAW 

 

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY 
WILLS AND PROBATE 

Nicky Gough MA MSc LLM, Solicitor 
The Grain Store  Springfield Farm  Brailes  Oxfordshire  OX15 5JH 

 

www.cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk 
     

info@cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk 

01608 686590 

Motor Vehicle Technicians  -  Hook Norton 
Keeping you on the road !

Servicing ~ Repairs ~ Diagnostics ~ MOT testing ~ Tyres ~ Batteries
Exhausts ~ All Vehicle Makes and Models & Motorcycles Catered for          

Up to half the labour cost of main dealers and Independent Garages 
Collection and Delivery          

07837 821078 
www.bgmautomotive.co.uk

BGM Automotive
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HOOKY pLAYerS’ DiNNer pArtY FrOM HeLL
Alan Ayckbourn’s huge success as a playwright is built on his colonisation of a 
curious middle ground that exists between genial farce and serious, thought-
provoking drama. Similarly, his characters are based on a combination of 
cardboard stereotypes and flesh and blood, complex human beings. When 
you come out of one of his plays you know you’ve had a good laugh and 
a good time, but there’s also a lingering feeling of discomfort. Maintaining 
the balance between these oppositions in order to produce a kind of light-
hearted darkness is the objective for any production of Ayckbourn. Hooky 
Players succeeded admirably in their �0�� summer production of the writer’s depiction of 
the dinner party from hell – ‘Role Play’.
As the title of the play suggests, its characters are not what they seem on the surface and 
expectations are confounded when the most sane and intelligent character in the play, set 
in a thoroughly middle class milieu, turns out to be a cockney lap dancer escaping from her 
abusive boxer boyfriend. Claire Wilkowski attacked this part with vivacity and wit and the 
reality check she offered at the end of the play to the successful young IT professional Justin 
Lazenby, was memorable. ‘I can see the fear of women in your eyes,’ she said. And then you 
realised that Tim Manning’s polished performance, as the outwardly assured Lazenby, had 
conveyed this fear from the start. 
Lazenby’s mother, an alcoholic toff from Godalming, and straight out of Ab Fab, was played 
by Sara Manning, who managed to combine terrific comic timing with a powerful sense 
of her character’s inner emotional chaos. Eleanor Wheelton played the part of Julie-Ann, 
Lazenby’s fiancée, and very successfully conveyed the pain and confusion of being a nice 
young person with conventional aspirations who is trapped in a hornet’s nest of ludicrous 
adults. 
Julie-Ann’s dreadful parents, Dee and 
Derek Dobson from Doncaster, allowed 
Ayckbourn to indulge in savage satire of 
the bourgeoisie at their very worst. John 
Pickering’s smug, maudlin and racist garden 
centre entrepreneur was suitably appalling 
as was his vacuous and breezy missus, 
exuberantly played by Sheila Rider.
No dinner party from hell is complete, of 
course, without the appearance, at some 
point, of a representative from the scary 
underclasses. Enter a manically energetic 
John McCormick, as failed boxer Micky 
Rale, giving a performance where exterior 
menace and toughness covered up for an 
all-consuming terror of a sinister, offstage 
boss. 
This was an absorbing evening in which 
it was really good to see Hooky Players 
taking on a script of substance, with clarity 
and pace being provided by Richard 
Wheelton’s able direction. A smart yuppie 
flat interior was built by Nigel Whitehead 
with artwork by Kate Underwood. Derek 
Brotherston provided sound effects and 
elegant lighting.    
Alasdair Brown 

Items can be donated to 
the Sale or owners receive

50% of proceeds.
(Please indicate which you prefer 

for your item)

DELIVER to 
Anvil House, High St 

Hook Norton (next to Sun Inn)
(clearly marked with owner’s name 

and contact details)

Grand Charity Auction 
Hook Norton

Items like
this are

needed for
the Sale

Pictures, China, Jewellery, Clocks, Watches, Medals
and Militaria, Sports Items, Kitchen Items, Books and
Maps, Postcards, Lamps, Furniture, Toys & Games,
Vinyl Records, Radios, Curtains, Rugs and Cushions.

Catalogue £1 
from Village Shop or Post office

or telephone: 07811825550
or email:

elizabethmacleod@dial.pipex.com

Viewing 
Friday 23rd, 3pm to 8pm &

Saturday 24th 10am to noon

Auction Sale
Saturday 24th November

12 noon - 2.30pm
Memorial Hall, Hook Norton

Refreshments served throughout

ad for KMS  07/09/2012  15:01  Page 1
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We are a 

MASTERS OF COLOUR SALON 
achieved in London with Schwarzkopf International

We can do ‘Hair Up’ for Weddings, Parties and Balls.

Open until 8pm on Tuesdays
Come along and meet us

Telephone: 01608 737073
Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, Banbury
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LOcAL HiStOrY GrOup
The �0��/�� Season got underway last month when Liz Woolley was once again our 
speaker. Liz gave a very interesting and fascinating talk about The Victorian Lodging House. 
The speakers and subjects for the remaining months are:
� October  Deborah Hayter – The �7th-century Village
6 November  Bill King – Dad’s Underground Army
4 December  Dominic Sandbrook – The �970s and the Rise of Margaret Thatcher
8th January  Alasdair Brown – Did the Man from Stratford really write Shakespeare’s   
  plays? 
5 February  Mark Priddey – The Bawdy Courts
5 March   Pat & Barbara Summerell – William Bloxham in Oz, Hooky & The Great   
  War
� April   Gregory Stores – The History of Witchcraft
7 May   AGM
Please note that due to the refurbishment of the Brewery Visitor’s Centre the meetings for 
October, November and December will be held in the Baptist Church Hall where there is 
very limited parking. It is hoped that the work will be completed by the end of the year 
and that the �0�� meetings will once 
again be held at the Brewery. For further 
information please contact the secretary 
David McGill on 737103 or scotlandend@
btinternet.com. 

HOOK NOrtON W.i. 
Although it was a bit wet at Music at the 
Crossroads and we had a slow start, we 
were eventually kept busy serving teas 
and cakes to some of the music fans. 
Thank you all for your support.
In July we had our annual Garden Party 
that was held in Jill Newman’s garden. 
We had a belated Diamond Jubilee 
celebration and we all joined in the fun 
by wearing red, white and blue clothes. 
The weather was very kind to us and we 
did see some sun. A very tasty tea was 
enjoyed by all.
In August we went on an outing to 
Althorp. This was a great success that 
everyone enjoyed. Again we had decent 
weather that allowed us to walk around 
the grounds as well as seeing the house 
and exhibitions in the outbuildings.
In September we are looking forward to a 
talk about the Mystery of Agatha Christie 
and at our meeting in October we have 
Helen Marshall coming to talk to us about 
the Campaign to Protect Rural England. 
Doreen McLaughlin
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For a Totally Professional Service and Peace of Mind with
all your Oil and Water Storage Requirements

24 Hour Emergency Call Out for Failed or
Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework

Now is the
time to check

your Tank

• Domestic Oil Tank Installations 
• Safe Disposals and Services
• AGA and Boiler Servicing
• Fuel Depots

TEL: 01386 853 030
E-MAIL: info@domestictankservices.com
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HOOKY pLAYerS 
We've just finished our summer 
masquerading as autumn production 
of Role Play that many of you so kindly 
supported and seemed to enjoy.  The 
intrepid man from the Film Society even 
managed to produce a review of it, which 
you will find elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Now there is only one word in our mind - 
PANTO! Well, actually there are two words, 
Bah Humbug! Given that when we start 
rehearsals it will still be the Dickens �00th, 
we thought that it was only appropriate 
that we have a go at butchering one of 
the great man's finest works as a panto.

Auditions will be held 
in the Baptist Hall on 
Wednesday October 
�7th, dancers/chorus 
at 6:�0 pm and 
speaking roles at 7:�0 
pm. All welcome.  
If anyone has any 
questions, please call John McCormick 
on 7�7�50.

Lastly, in an act of very non Scrooge fashion, 
we'll also be having a pre-Christmas get 
together sometime in November, stay 
tuned and we'll let everyone know soon.  
Hopefully via our updated, shiny web site 
- coming soon!






After 5 years of running Hook Norton Post Office and General Stores we 
decided that the time had come to move on to pastures new and we are  

pleased to welcome the new owners Devanir and Nieva. 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their custom and 
support during our time at Hook Norton and to all our staff for their hard work 

and loyalty.   
 

We wish Devanir and Nieva every success in their new venture and hope you 
continue to support Hook Norton Post Office and Stores. 

 
Vicki and Julian 

bLOXHAM briDGe cLub ceLebrAteS 25 YeAr ANNiverSArY

In �987, Bloxham-man Ronald Peace founded the Bloxham Bridge Club, and weekly meetings 
were held at The Court House.  From there, the club moved to Old School House,  since 
turned into a housing estate.  The club now holds weekly sessions on Thursday evenings at 
The Parish Rooms, Bloxham.

Following the demise of Ron Peace,  Frank Scouse from Sibford, took on the mantle of 
chairman.  He and Sheila Palmer are the only original members.  There is a Ron Peace 
Cup for which there is an annual competition.  On �0th September �0��, the club held a 
celebration of its silver anniversary, and Ron Peace's memory was toasted. The evening's 
competition was won by Iris Stafford from Bloxham and Diana Friend from Hook Norton.  
Elaine Priestley

After 5 years of running Hook Norton Post Office and General Stores we decided that 
the time had come to move on to pastures new and we are  pleased to welcome the 

new owners Devanir and Nieva. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their custom and 
support during our time at Hook Norton and to all our staff for their hard work and 

loyalty.    

We wish Devanir and Nieva every success in their new venture and hope you 
continue to support Hook Norton Post Office and Stores. 

Vicki and Julian
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DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors

6a Market Place, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5NA

Tel: 01608  643036    Fax: 01608  641025
e-mail:  wynnlaw@tiscali.co.uk

Conveyancing (Written quotations on request).
Matrimonial & Family

Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business.

Home visits easily arranged for the housebound.

James Holiday Ltd 
Antiques

Psssst

Have you heard the secret

Trade Antiques Warehouse now open to the public 5 days a week

You will find a huge, ever changing selection of furniture from fine antiques to vintage retro

Plus kitchenalia, glass ,porcelain, pottery, garden items and much more.

It’s your chance to buy where the trade buy.

We are also interested in buying antiques

Open Mon – Fri 9.30 – 4.30
Wychford Lodge Farmhouse, Hook Norton. OX15 5BX
Tel: 01608 730101  Email:  james@jamesholiday.co.uk



��

Claire, Ezme, Jess and Lucy ran in the 
Junior Great North Run again this year. 
This time they have provided their own 
write-up. A translation for the over-thirties 
is given below.

Wag�. On Satz we woz runnin in da gr8 
norf run � legz n ting for lyk eva coz YOLO 
innit. OMG manz n it woz well hard innit 
blud coz normally ppl run wiv lyk � legz but 
diz tym we woz runnin wiv � n dat woz cray 
cray. So lyk we iz askin yu mi julies for yo 
hunrids coz we iz runnin to beat up blud 
cancers n ting. We iz in a lot of pain rite 
now coz its well hard to run lyk dat so pleez 
go to our website (www.JustGiving.com/
GreatNorthThreeLeggedRun) an give us 
some dosh for charity an dat fam.

And now in the Queen’s English…..

What is occurring? On the �5th of September 
we took part in the Junior Great North Run, 
running �-legged for �.5 miles, because 
you only live once, don’t you agree? Oh my 
goodness, dear readers, it was extremely 
difficult I can tell you, my friends, because 
ordinarily one runs with � legs but this 
time we were running with �, which was 
insane. Therefore, ladies and gentlemen, 
we are asking you to make a donation, 
as we were running to raise money for 

Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research. Today 
we are in a great deal of pain, as it is terribly 
hard to run �-legged, so please go to our 
Just Giving page (www.JustGiving.com/
GreatNorthThreeLeggedRun) and give 
generously to charity etc my friends. 

Gil Begnor

tHe GreAt NOrtH tHree-LeGGeD rAce

HOOK NOrtON 
FireFiGHterS

INVITE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY TO 
THE HOOK NORTON 

bONFire AND 
FireWOrKS!

SATURDAY NOVEMBER � AT 
6.�0pm

BBQ, Licensed Bar & Sparklers will 
be on sale.

See posters around the village for 
more details
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WiLDLiFe NOtebOOK
Well, I proposed an Indian summer and the last few weeks didn't disappoint. Nor have 
this issue's photographic contributions.

We start with that old chestnut – the efficient, ruthless and awesome killing power of the 
sparrowhawk. David Newton 
sent me a series of images 
taken at close range of this 
immaculate young adult 
ripping into a collared dove 
in his back garden. A 
female, I think, given the 
size of prey and brownish 
plumage. The bird made its 
kill just 5 feet from David's 
window and was aware of 
him filming and 
photographing, but would 
not be deterred. David tells 
me the film is pretty 
gruesome!

Close encounters such as 
this stick in the memory, 
especially when the animal 
makes direct eye contact and there is that feeling of mutual assessment. I had such a 
moment when marching through Whichford Woods in August just to clear my head 
and stretch my legs, with wildlife unusually far from my thoughts. A very young, Bambi-
like fallow deer fawn stepped out onto the narrow path just in front of me and stared, 
seemingly undecided about what to do or, indeed, what I was. I turned my face towards 
the ground, but maintained eye contact to make the most of this intimate meeting of 
minds, which lasted for some �0 seconds or so.

Where was its mother? She hadn't crossed before it, so must have been someway behind. 
I admired the fawn's independence and confidence and the Bambi parallels came to mind 
again so I decided totally irrationally he was a male. Then the mother appeared, took one 
look at me and did what all good mothers shouldn't do. She turned and ran! The fawn 
did a double take, took one determined step in the direction he was originally heading, 
but then decided that perhaps he should go back to mum. However, instead of running 
he simply strutted slowly off, head held high in an exaggerated, extended trot, much like 
how a rutting buck might flaunt himself to intimidate his rivals. It made me laugh out loud. 
I decided there and then that, like Bambi, he was indeed a precocious young buck and 
would go far. 

All of which brings me onto deer's bottoms. The more gregarious fallow deer don't have 
very prominent white patches to show when they encounter danger, whereas the more 
solitary roe deer will flash their white rumps in an exaggerated way before and while 
fleeing. Some of you may think this is a warning to fellow deer of lurking danger, but it 
is nothing of the sort. Why should a solitary deer further advertise its presence when it 
spots a predator? It's all to do with self-preservation. Studies have shown that tail flagging 
is directed at the predator. Basically, if the predator is aware it has been spotted it will 
probably not give chase, because it has lost that element of surprise.

Pic 1 (Caption) Collared dove 
– collared!
Pic 1 (Caption) Collared dove 
– collared!

Pic 2(Caption) The end of a 
large meal
Pic 2(Caption) The end of a 
large meal

It's why birds will gather round a bird of prey and mob it. Making it noisily aware it has 
been spotted, will eventually make it go away.

Such 'selfish' motives are behind nearly all animal behaviour and are all aimed at 
preserving the animal's genes, which are themselves driving the animal's behaviour. It 
can also explain cases of self-sacrifice in the animal world when parents literally give all to 
improve the chances of their offspring thriving.

The earlier writings of that 
controversial, but brilliant scientist 
Richard Dawkins explain these ideas 
beautifully.

Of course not all animals can flee or 
mob, and their self-preservation relies 
on camouflage and other defences. 
Jo Parkinson sent me this lovely 
photo of an elephant hawkmoth 
caterpillar. This one is displaying 
impressive 'predatory' eyespots, 
thought by some to resemble a 
snake, which can be enough to deter 
attack from a bird. These enormous 
larvae fed on willowherb and fuchsia. 
A friend in the village who shall 
remain nameless to spare her blushes 
saw one crossing her lawn and initially 
thought it to be a mouse!

Their cryptic and, to some, 
unattractive appearance belies their 
true identity, with the adult moths 
being one of our most attractive 
night-fliers, comprising that classic 
combination of fuchsia pink and lime 
green. There is probably no room for 
a photo here, so the more curious of you can Google it.

Jo's impressive photo also illustrates a final point I'd like to raise. It was taken with her 
Blackberry, so you really don't need a special camera to capture good wildlife images.

Patrick Fox, 01608 684801, 07702 853680, PFeditorial@gmail.com

Pic 3 (Caption) Scary? To a bird 
perhaps
Pic 3 (Caption) Scary? To a bird 
perhaps

tHe Future OF HOOK NOrtON
Under the Government’s Localism agenda, we have the opportunity to shape the 
future of our parish. 
To do this, we need to develop a Neighbourhood Plan.
A Neighbourhood Plan can decide where and what type of development and facilities 
we would like to see.
Please come along to a public meeting that will be held at the Memorial Hall on 
Thursday �� October at 8.00pm.
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A Neighbourhood Plan can decide where and what type of development and facilities 
we would like to see.
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Thursday �� October at 8.00pm.
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HOOKy ALTERNATIvE RACE FOR LIFE 2012

SuNDAY 3.30pM - 7tH OctOber

3 MiLe rOute - WALK Or ruN - ALL AGeS & AbiLitieS
ADuLtS, cHiLDreN & DOGS (MuSt WeAr SOMetHiNG piNK)

Please complete the tear off form posted 
through your letterbox recently and return 
with your entry fee (cash or cheque made 
payable to G Begnor) to Gill Begnor c/o 
The Village Shop, High Street, Hook Norton, OX�5 5NQ. 
Note that entries will be limited for safety reasons and if maximum numbers are reached 
prior to the event, no entries will be allowed on the day. 
Please enclose an SAE (at least A5 size) so that we can send you confirmation of your entry 
and race number, race guidelines, a sponsorship form and fundraising hints and tips.
Entry fees: Adults £5, Children (�6 and under on race day) £�, Dogs £�
All proceeds will go to Cancer Research UK.

StArt & FiNiSH At tHe SuN iNN
reFreSHMeNtS FOr ALL eNtrANtS AFter tHe rAce
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HOOK NOrtON LOW cArbON
StOp preSS 

Hook Norton chosen for higher grants to residents looking to install renewable heating 
systems

Hook Norton and surrounding areas (including Sibford, Chipping Norton and Shipston) 
have been selected by the Government as a community where we can offer HIGHER 
LEVELS OF GRANT (The Renewable Heat Premium Payment).  So if you’ve been 
thinking about replacing or upgrading your heating system e.mail info@hn-lc.org.uk to 
see what deal we can offer to you!

Also with colder weather now upon us no better time to make sure you are insulated 
so you pay a little as possible for your heating.  You can have INSULATION INSTALLED 
FOR FREE if you have less than 6cm of loft insulation or unfilled cavity walls, this applies 
to EVERYONE in the community, there’s no means testing or other restrictions.  Just 
ring 0800 80 48 777 Cocoon Your Home direct.  If clearing the loft is what has been 
holding you back then ring Sun Switch with their £�70 Loft Clearance Service  0800 068 
4948 which complements their free insulation offer.  Or if you want some advice before 
ringing then contact homeimprovements@hn-lc.org.uk.

Drive NOW FOr juSt 45 peNce A MiLe:
If you are over �0 and want to pay nothing for car insurance, 

You want the convenience of always having a car to hand without the expense 
of paying for one or you want to have access to a car for those unforeseen 
circumstances.

Low cost motoring is important to you where you don’t have to worry about 
increasing fuel prices and just pay 45 pence per mile.

Then visit:  www.hn-lc.org.uk/�0��/hooky-car-club-join-now or e.mail:

carclub@hn-lc.org.uk

Finally, hot off the press with a very engaged discussion at our AGM on future priorities 
and the election of the full quota of �� management committee members we are 
looking forward to helping you reduce your energy bills and your carbon emissions 
over the coming year.  Updates on this and more at the next Low Carbon Hook Norton 
meeting at the Brewery Visitor Centre on Wednesday 7th November �0�� – Our thanks 
once again to James and Richard for their continuing support of the lively discussions 
at such a great sociable venue.

Tim Lunel  - contact  Tim.Lunel@hn-lc.org.uk or info@hn-lc.org.uk

•

•
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AROMATHERAPY / HOLISTIC MASSAGE
 Monica Overbury is a registered nurse offering massage

Massage using Aromatherapy oils can give a great sense of wellbeing offering 
relief from stress and tension as well as back, headaches and neck pain. 

It can help lift low moods, PMT and insomnia and boost immunity, 
helping us cope with fatigue. 

It is a lovely way to receive a treat for mind and body.
 

To make an appointment please call 

07780 718810 
leaving your name & number

PRICE LIST

Home visits possible and gift vouchers available

£45.00

£40.00

£25.00

Initial Assessment:   

1 hour Full Body Massage: 

30 mins Back, Neck and Shoulder massage: 
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HOOK NOrtON SpOrtS AND SOciAL cLub 
First of all we would like to welcome our two newest members to the club, baby CALLUM 
ROTHWELL born bank holiday weekend (luckily after his dad had managed to get in a game of 
cricket), son of Laura (of Pear Tree fame) and Tom, and baby JACK DELLER, son of Stuart and 
Beth, born 9 Sept– congratulations to all of you and well done!!!!! 
Well done to the �nd XI cricket for gaining promotion this season. We say goodbye to them and 
the �st X� for a while and welcome the football club back at the Bourne, as well as continue to 
welcome tennis and the Harriers. Well done to the POOL TEAM who have won their league and 
so have brought home a lovely piece of silverware. It’s also goodbye until next year to our Aunt 
Sally Boys and welcome back the Domino team. Hope I haven’t forgotten anyone???!!
We have decided that with all the various things that now go on at the club to restructure our 
opening times to suit and welcome all members during these times, whether taking part or not. 
Opening times as follows:
Tuesdays–Fridays 7.�0–�0pm with the first Friday of each month set aside for Family Bingo and 
the �rd/4th Friday for quizzes
Saturdays ��.�0–7.�0pm (during junior FC the club will be open for teas, coffee, bacon butties, 
etc. from �0 am to �� noon; last orders for food ��.�0am) 
Sundays �� noon–6pm, always showing Sky / ESPN TV Please note that on football evenings / 
early morning kick offs, times may change to suit. Mondays unless advertised are restricted due 
to various club meetings, etc. 
During regular opening times (excluding Wednesdays), we will have a range of basket meals, 
burgers, etc. to eat in or take away. However, while we will endeavour to stick to these times 
there may be unforeseen circumstances where we may have to change our times accordingly. 
We will advertise such changes ASA is P. To get us started with all our activities, we have family 
bingo on 5 OCT, doors open 7pm. Free entry to social members. Others: £ � adults / 50p kids. 
QUIZ NITE Friday �6 OCT doors open 7pm TEAMS OF 4, £�0 PER TEAM 
We also welcome you all to come and watch our senior* and junior HNFC play on Saturday 
/ Sunday afternoons. (*gate fee applies for �st team SFC matches if watching from the pitch 
area.)
It is now with great sadness that I have to write that Kerrie, my right-hand man (or woman 
should I say), is leaving the bar side of club life and moving on to pastures new. As most of you 
are aware, Kerrie, my sister, and I have worked at the club now for over six years and Kerrie 
has been extremely instrumental in putting the club where it is today. Without her support and 
enthusiasm for getting the club back on track we wouldn’t be in the fortunate position of having 
such a brilliant venue in the village. So while we all know it is now time for her to hang up her 
much loved and trendy ‘UP THE HOOKY’ wardrobe, we will also all miss her and wish her all 
the luck with whatever she goes on to do! She will continue to work behind the scenes at the 
club and still play a part in committee life and private events, but won’t be around on the bar 
any more at sporting fixtures. THANK YOU for all your hard work over the years FROM ALL 
OF US!!!!!!!!! XXXX. Instead, I will be joined by Bazza Babe Souch. When Baz is out and about 
doing the other things (he is also busy with such as Aunt Sallying and being joint manager for 
our under �4s footy team), I’ll be joined by my lovely Warner girls, who are always happy to help 
and lend a hand, raise a smile and step in. 
Hopefully you will have seen something listed above to tempt you to come and join us 
over the next couple of months. We look forward to seeing you there. As ever for any 
enquiries, call Colette 0�608 7�78�9 / club 7�7��� or email social secretary on our www.
hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk website or visit us on Facebook. Many Thanks, 

Colette & All @ HNSSC  - THERE IS NOW A NOTICE BOARD AT THE ENTRY GATE TO THE 
CLUB IF YOU WISH TO SEE WHAT IS GOING ON OR THE LATEST FIXTURES / EVENTS

THANK YOU TO THE LOVELY HARRIERS LADIES WHO DONATED THIS
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP.  IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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LibrArY NeWS
Opening Hours  Monday   �–5pm 6–7pm Wednesday �–5pm

  Friday  �–5pm 6–7pm Saturday  9.�0am–��.�0pm

Hi, Hope you all had an enjoyable summer.

We had ��5 children taking part in the Summer Reading Challenge and 60% to 70% will 
complete, which is in line with the national average.

We are going to start Rhymetimes again for the under-fives.

The first one will take place Monday � October �–�.�0pm and thereafter every first 
Monday of the month. Do come along and join in no tickets are necessary and lots of fun 
is had by all. We will be purchasing some extra equipment with money from The Friends 
of Hook Norton Library (FOHNCL).

I have also recently purchased with money from FOHNCL two Books to Share. These are 
books primarily aimed at people suffering from dementia and carers have found them to 
be useful. There is a small booklet to assist you in how to get the most out of the books. 
They are in the library should anyone wish to borrow them.

Don’t forget we have newspapers and magazines donated and if you are interested in 
ancestry, we do have free access to Ancestry Online and Find My Past on the computers. 

Finally, Penny Smith has decided to retire from doing relief here at the library and I would 
like to thank her for all her hard work over the years. It has been much appreciated.

Regards, Janet May, Library Manager

tHANK YOu
I would like to thank all staff and parents for the wonderful evening and most generous 
gift that they kindly gave me to mark my retirement from teaching at Hook Norton 
Primary School. 

For those who don’t know, I was given a voucher to spend at the Royal Opera House in 
London. As yet, I haven’t decided on which opera to see, but I know it will be a once-
in-a-lifetime experience.

I have so enjoyed working with such marvellous children over 4� years, not only in 
Hook Norton but Bloxham and Cheltenham. Thank you, Jane Orchard

HOOK NOrtON brASS bAND - DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The Hook Norton Brass Band Bill Clarke Memorial Autumn Concert will take place at 
St Peter's Church, Hook Norton on Saturday �0 October at 7.�0pm. As well as pieces 
performed by the Band, it will also feature items performed by the Training Brass Band. 
Free admission with a raffle, refreshments and a retiring collection in support of the 
HNBB.

The Hook Norton Brass Band will be playing and marching through Hook Norton as part 
of the Remembrance Sunday Service on Sunday �� November from �0.�0am.

Lastly, the Hook Norton Brass Band Christmas Concert will take place at St Peter's Church, 
Hook Norton on Saturday 8 December at 7.�0pm. It will also feature items performed by 
the Training Brass Band, free admission, raffle, with seasonal mince pies and mulled wine 
and a retiring collection in support of the HNBB.
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small
 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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GArDeN cLub
The Autumn Show on Saturday 
(8th) in St Peter's Church was 
a great success in spite of the 
difficult growing conditions 
this summer. The Church 
looked wonderful with the sun 
streaming through the windows 
on the flowers and there was a 
warm friendly atmosphere with 
people chatting. Of course these 
occasions don't just happen; a 
lot of hard work beforehand and 
on the day goes into making a 
good Show. So a big thank you to 
all the committee members and 
other members who helped to set 
up and take down tables, serve 
refreshments, run the raffle and be 
on hand to sort out queries. Most 
of all thank you to all the entrants 
without whom there would be no 
Show and to everyone who came 
to support their efforts. The cup 
and prize winners were;

Phil Knights Comrades Cup : highest points by a gentleman - Peter Arnold

Debenham Cup : highest points by a lady - Rachel Mortimer

Rose Brown Cup : highest points by a child - Tabitha Dennick

Edge & Bolton Cup : highest points in Floral Art - Rachel Mortimer

WI Cup : highest points in Homecraft - Rachel Mortimer

Presidents Cup : Class � - Collection of Vegetables - Dave Coates

Brewery Cup : Photography - Peter Arnold

Diploma for Excellency in Horticulture - Dave Coates

Diploma in Floral Art - Rachel Mortimer

People’s Choice - Sian Arnold for her Embroidered Cushion

Well done everyone.

Finally, we were delighted to receive and display a splendid cup donated to the Club in 
memory of Rene Gillett by members of her family. This will be awarded in the Spring Show 
to the winner of the flower classes in Section A which were her particular favourite.

The last open meeting of the year will be on Wednesday �7 October when John Taylor 
will talk on caring for indoor plants.
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StAGe, GALLerY AND cONcert HALL
I am beginning my review with a play that is past – although I earnestly hope it will be repeated. It 
proved to be one of those theatrical experiences – one you will always say, ‘I was there!’

‘The Two Worlds of Charlie F’ is performed by soldiers injured in Afghanistan and other conflicts, 
helped by a few professional actors. I saw it in London as the Paralympics came to an end and 
so had already seen many stirring performances by disabled men and women. All I will say is 
that at the end of this unforgettable two-hour show the audience rose, as one, to give the actors 
a standing ovation; not, I assure you, as an act of charity but because we had been uplifted by 
their story – from enlisting right to the present when they are dealing with their injuries, mainly 
lost limbs from IEDs but mental and emotional problems too. There was plenty of ‘barrack-room’ 
humour; one song was made up solely of the brand-names of pain-killers! Try to imagine a ballet 
beautifully executed by three wheelchair-bound soldiers with three dancers! The final message by 
Charlie F is that we are all living in the same world. That’s what they want and that’s what we must 
understand.

Follow that? Perhaps two great playwrights can – at Oxford Playhouse (�–6 Oct) Somerset 
Maugham’s ‘The Sacred Flame’ followed by (�0–�� Oct) Arthur Miller’s ‘A View from the Bridge’ 
– great dramatic pieces. There is laughter down the road at Cheltenham’s Everyman (�6–�0 Oct). 
Can you ever tire of Oscar Wilde’s ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’? At the same venue (��–�7 
Oct) ‘Good Grief’ starring Penelope Keith is a wonderful adaptation of Keith Waterhouse’s comic 
novel.

I hope some of you managed to see the sell-out NT Live at Chippy Theatre of ‘The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time’ (a good read, too, incidentally). This way of seeing NT plays 
is, hopefully, established, so lookout for ‘Timon of Athens’ and ‘The Last of the Haussmans’.

I don’t want to labour the effect of war in our lives, but a very moving exhibition is at Imperial War 
Museum until next January. Called ‘People’s War: Second World War Portraits’ it commemorates 
individuals whether for their exploits or role – not least the Land Army, Auxiliary Fire Service and 
Nursing.

The exhibition that enthralled me most offers you a little outing to Edinburgh! Until �4 Oct ‘Van 
Gogh to Kandinsky’ is at the Scottish National Gallery. In between those two painters there is 
much to admire; with titles such as ‘Melancholy’, ‘After the Deluge’ or ‘Calm before the Storm’, 
the symbolism is terrific!

Tate Britain has just opened its doors for the Pre-Raphaelites – ‘Victorian Avant-Garde’. This gives 
us a chance to see works not normally on show as well as the well-known masterpieces – that’s on 
until January.

At Compton Verney (�0 Oct–�6 Dec), ‘Tapestry: Weaving the Century at Dovecot Studios �9��–
�0��’ show how artist and weaver create a unique work. There are designs by Gauguin, Graham 
Sutherland, Stanley Spencer, John Piper through to David Hockney.

The Concert Hall calls! Banbury Symphony Orchestra, on �7 Nov at St Mary’s Church, has a stirring 
programme – the Manfred Overture (Schumann), the Strauss Horn Concerto No � and Sibelius’s 
Symphony No 5: a pivotal work in the composer’s career.

Birmingham’s Symphony Hall is littered with great concerts; my choice is � Nov (�.�5pm) and � 
Nov (7pm) – Sibelius (Karelia Suite), Grieg’s Piano Concerto and Rachmaninov’s Symphony No �.

As ever, the Butterworth Hall is not outdone by its more illustrious neighbour. On �4 Nov (8pm) the 
Dresden Philharmonic perform Prokofiev (Excerpts from his Cinderella Suite), Khachaturian’s Violin 
Concerto and Dvorák’s Symphony No 9.

All this should set you up well to withstand the winter ills!   John Wheatley
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KAtHAriNe HOuSe 
Katharine House Hospice Make a Will Week: 15–19 October 2012 Sixteen local 
solicitors and will writers are generously donating their time and expertise and will 
write a basic or standard Will or update your existing will free of charge in return 
for a donation to the hospice. There is no obligation to remember Katharine House 
in your will, but if you choose to do so, the hospice will be extremely grateful as 
legacies are a vital source of income.

It is so important to make a will to ensure that your wishes regarding your property 
and possessions are followed after your death and, if you have young children, to 
enable you to choose a guardian. Believe it or not about half of all adults in the UK 
do not have a will. This can cause endless problems for those left behind. You never 
know when something will change your life, so act now, make a will and at the same 
time benefit Katharine House.

For further information and details of participating solicitors and will writers, please 
phone Sheila Norton on 0��95 8���6� or visit www.khh.org.uk.

Banbury Camera Club exhibition 9am–5pm Tuesday ��–Friday �6 and ��am–4pm, 
Saturday and Sunday �7–�8 October, Michael Heseltine Gallery, Chenderit School, 
Middleton Cheney.

Exhibition and sale of photographs taken by talented club members. Donations and 
percentage of sales to Katharine House.

5 Ways Barbershop Chorus concert The nationally acclaimed 5 Ways Barbershop 
Chorus will perform a fantastic evening’s entertainment in aid of the Hospice on 
Friday � November (7.�0pm) at Marlborough Road Methodist Church, Banbury. 

Founded in �00�, the 5 Ways Barbershop Chorus has quickly established itself both 
locally and nationally as a chorus dedicated to the enjoyment of a cappella four-part 
harmony. Their infectious enthusiasm is guaranteed to put a smile on your face with 
a programme ranging from �9th-century minstrel songs through to popular songs by 
the Everly Brothers, the Beach Boys and Walt Disney! For more information, see their 
website at http://5waysharmony.org/. Tickets are £8 (concessions £6) and can be 
purchased by calling the Fundraising Office at Katharine House on (0��95) 8���6�. 

Calling all knitters! If you would like to knit our mini Christmas puddings, robins and 
Santa hats, please call Fundraising on (0��95) 8���6� for a pattern. Our pattern 
booklet is also available to download from our website at www.khh.org.uk. To all 
our wonderful supporters who have already been knitting, we’d love to receive any 
Christmas novelties you’ve made for us.

Hospice Christmas cards Our fantastic selection of Hospice Christmas cards (�6 
designs) and our �0�� Calendar are now on sale from Hospice reception and our 
charity shops. Prices start from £�.95 for a pack of ten cards. All designs can be 
viewed online at www.khh.org.uk.

Save the Date! 2012 Santa Fun Run Our third annual Santa Fun Run is set for Sunday 
9 December, at Spiceball Park, Banbury. Entry forms are now available to download 
from www.khh.org.uk or you can call Fundraising on (0��95) 8���6�. Adults £��, 
children £7, under 6s free. Almost £5�,000 has been raised from our last two Santa 
Fun Runs. What will we raise this year?! Sarah Brennan, Community Fundraiser
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Do you need help with any of the following?
Relationship difficulties
Divorce / separation
Bereavement
Anxiety, stress or depression

Email or telephone for more information in confidence:  mariaduval231@gmail.com      07948 538614

Worried?  Life Getting Too Much?

Experienced psychotherapist and counsellor recently moved to the area is seeking new clients for group or individual work
UKCP and MBACP registered with over 20 years experience in the NHS and private practice

Family issues
Low self esteem
Life changes
Trauma

SeWiNG FOr YOu
Clothes Alterations

Curtain, Blind and Cushion making
Also specialising in 

Handmade Outfits for Children's Bears and Dolls

Call Frances Williams on

01608 737297
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Select & Save @ The Village Shop
High Street, Hook Norton, Oxon, OX15 5NQ

Tel 01608 737245, Fax 01608 737481
E-mail:- enquiries @villageshophooky.co.uk

Monday to Friday 7am –8pm
Saturdays 8am – 8pm
Sundays 8am – 6pm

Our flower department is blooming marvellous.  Our trained florists
can make you anything to order.  Are you going to a party, want a
gift or an extra special treat?  We also do weddings, events &
funerals. Remember to get your order in early – our flowers come

direct from Holland on temperature controlled lorries.

Don’t forget our supplies of fresh bread, meat, cheeses,
vegetables, salads and fruit.

A night in with a bottle of wine and a DVD?
  Or gorgeous cakes to go with a warming cup of tea...

No problem.

All here in your local village shop!
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HOOK NOrtON bAptiSt cHurcH 
Well, the Olympics are over and we can settle back into normal life again, but it was exciting 
while it lasted, wasn’t it? Unless you are not a fan of the Olympics, in which case you must 
feel very relieved it’s all over!

Apart from the sporting spectacle and the inspiring paralympians, I think everyone was 
impressed at the good organisation and particularly the helpful volunteers (one of whom 
was our own Nigel Whitehead). One thing you probably didn’t know, and it would never 
have been reported by the media, is the amount of prayer that preceded and surrounded 
the Olympics, and the number of Christians involved in one way or another with the Games. 
London churches and many Christian organisations offered practical help, and Christian 
people all over the country were praying that it would be a safe and happy Olympics. There 
was even a ‘Prayer Bus’ that preceded each torchbearer in the run-up to the games.

The success of the Games could be attributed to a number of things, but one should 
definitely be prayer. We thank God that there were no nasty incidents or terrorist attacks, 
and everything seemed to run smoothly. Prayer can make a difference!

Now we are looking forward to the autumn and winter seasons. Our harvest service is 7 Oct, 
with guest speaker Martin Lawrence from London City Mission.

‘Old Hooky’ Evening: On �7 October Martin Qurtermain is arranging another ‘Old Hooky’ 
evening from his collection of photographs adapted to be shown on the screen. There may 
also be some ‘Old Hooky’ calendars on sale if they can be produced in time.

As this is likely to be a popular event and seating is limited, admission will be by ticket, 
priced £5, available from Martin at 7�7�69, or from the church office, 7�7��5.

The first Just Desserts of the season will be a visit from a gospel choir from Chipping 
Campden in November, but the date is not yet confirmed. Look out for posters nearer the 
time.

Weekly Programme Sunday service: �0.�0am 

Coffee mornings:  Weds, �0am–�� noon 

House group/Bible study:  Weds, 8pm (please 
phone for location)

Prayer meetings:   Sat, 8–9am

Hall bookings: 730453. Church Office: Rev. John 
Taylor 737315, Dorothy Smith 737266

Shared with St Peter’s: 

JAM CLUB at the school: Weds �.�5pm Years �–6

THE DROP at the Youth Hall: Tues 5–6.�0pm, Years 
4–8

ENERGIZE: Thurs, 7–8.�0pm, Years 7–9 

OUTLOOK: Thurs, 7–9pm, Years �0+ 

LATE NITE DROP: Fri, 8–��pm, Years 9–��

plus special events as arranged.
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OFFice SpAce AvAiLAbLe
iN HOOK NOrtON

Large Office Available for rental

Edge of village location

Please call Mark on 

01608 737640 
for more information

•

•
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HOOK NOrtON teNNiS cLub 
Interview with a recent joiner to Hook Norton Tennis Club
We wanted to know how new people see us, so we asked a new recruit to the 
tennis club to talk to us. Our interviewee has lived in Hook Norton for over �0 
years.
Q: How did you hear about the tennis club?
A: I was a member years ago, when my children were smaller, but then I 
stopped going. I’ve always been aware of the club, but more recently I heard children 
and parents talking about it enthusiastically at the primary school and decided to make 
enquiries.
Q: How easy was it to join?
A: Very easy. I went on to the website: http://hooknortontennis.webs.com/ and contacted 
the chairman, David Hudson. The very next day, I heard from the membership secretary, 
Sue Glasson, and then it all started. I went to some coaching sessions with Marc Gilkes on 
Tuesday mornings and started going to the club sessions on Wednesday afternoons. I also 
joined in some Rusty Racquets sessions before the evening club sessions. I now play tennis 
at least twice a week, sometimes on Tuesday and Friday Club evenings and occasionally on 
Sunday mornings. There are so many opportunities.
Q: How would you describe your welcome?
A: Everyone was really friendly and very forgiving of my rusty play. I started to gain 
confidence and was asked by two of the captains if I would play in matches.
Q: How easy has it been for you to play at the club?
A: I have found it very easy, and I’m really enjoying it. At first, I was rather negative about 
my play, but as I improve, I’m getting much more positive. 
Q: How do you find playing on club nights?
A: I am rather intimidated by the very good players, and try to play with people more of my 
own standard, as I feel I will ‘cramp the style’ of the stronger people (although I do like to 
play against those who are better than I am!). I often play three times a week.
(Questioner: We do try to arrange it so that newcomers play with others in their own ability 
range, but it doesn’t always work out!)
Q: We reckon people join the club for any of three reasons: the love of tennis; the social 
interaction; keeping fit. Which are your reasons?
A: All three!
Other Tennis Club news
A number of tournaments were held in September – these will be reported on in the next 
Newsletter. A junior tournament will be held in October.
The weekend and floodlit leagues have started again. We have two weekend teams and 
three floodlit teams. In the summer league, our first team has probably been promoted to 
the higher league, but all the other teams remain where they are.
The Ladies Weekend team came second so will go up to the next level.
To find out more about Hook Norton Tennis Club, contact Sue Glasson: 0�608 7�0880 or 
email her at: merrymoons�@aol.com.
You can now get to our website through the Hook Norton village website: 
www.hook-norton.org.uk as well at the Sport & Social website: www.
hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk Or you can Google ‘Hook Norton Tennis’.

 Elaine Priestley
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� �9:�0 Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn

� �4:00 Rhymetimes again for the under-fives Library

� �9:�0 Local History Group - NOTE venue  Baptist Hall

� �0:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church

5 �9:00 Family Bingo    Sports and Social Club

6 �9:00 FOHNS Salsa & Tapas Evening  Hook Norton School

7 �5:00 Hooky Alternative Race for Life  TBD

8 �9:�0 Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn

�0 �0:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church

�0 �4:�0 Reading Group    Library

�� �9:�0 Hook Norton Classic Wheels  Sun Inn

�� �9:�0 Parish Council Meeting   Memorial Hall

11 20:00 Public meeting - THE FUTURE OF HOOK NORTON Memorial Hall

�� �9:�0 Hooky Wine Tasting   Memorial Hall

�� �9:00 Film Society - A LIFE WITH BELLS ON Memorial Hall

�� 9:00 Village Market    Memorial Hall

�5 �9:�0 Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn

�6 �4:00 WI Meeting    Baptist Hall

�7 �0:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church

�7 �9:�0 Garden Club    Memorial Hall

�7 6:�0 Hooky Players Auditions   Baptist Hall

�0 �9:�0 HNBB Bill Clarke Memorial Concert  St Peter's Church

�� �9:�0 Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn

�4 �0:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church

�5 �0:�0 Carry On Learning   Normal Matthews Hall

�6 �9:00 Quiz night S   ports and Social Club

�7 �9:00 Hook Norton Film Society - INCENDIES Memorial Hall

�7 �9:00 Old Hooky Slide Show Talk   Baptist Church 

�9 �9:�0 Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn

�0 �9:00 Busy Bees Knitting & Craft Club  Baptist Hall

�� �0:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church

OctOber viLLAGe DiArY
�0:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays Baptist Hall

�0:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays    St Peters

�0:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays Primary School

�0:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays  Baptist Hall

09:�5AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays   Baptist Hall
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NOveMber viLLAGe DiArY
�0:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays Baptist Hall

�0:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays    St Peters

�0:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays Primary School

�0:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays  Baptist Hall

09:�5AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays   Baptist Hall

� �9:00 Family Bingo    Sports and Social Club

� �0:00 �7th Hook Norton Craft Fair  St Peter’s Church

� �0:00 Font Café with Craft Fair   St Peter's Church

� �8:�0 Village Bonfire and Fireworks  Location to be confirmed

5 �9:�0 Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn

5 �4:00 Rhymetimes again for the under-fives Library

6 �9:�0 Local History Group - NOTE venue  Baptist Church Hall

7 �9:�0 Low Carbon Hook Norton   Brewery Visitor Centre

8 �9:�0 Hook Norton Classic Wheels  Sun Inn

8 �9:�0 Parish Council Meeting   Memorial Hall

�0  9:00 Village Market    Memorial Hall

�� �0:�0 Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service To St Peter's Church

�� �9:�0 Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn

�4 �0:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church

�4 �4:�0 Reading Group    Library

�5 0:00 Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date 

�5 �0:00 WI Bring & Buy Sale and Coffee Morning Baptist Hall

�7 �9:00 Hook Norton Film Society - PROJECT NIM Memorial Hall

�9 �9:�0 Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn

�0 �4:00 WI Meeting    Baptist Hall

�� �0:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church

�� �9:�0 Garden Club    Memorial Hall

�� �9:�0 Hook Norton Charitable Association AGM Brewery Visitor Centre

�� �0:�0 Carry On Learning   Normal Matthews Hall

�� �5:00 Viewing for Auction   Memorial Hall

�4 ��:00 Grand Charity Auction for Raise the Roof Memorial Hall

�4 �0:00 Viewing for Auction   Memorial Hall

�6 �9:�0 Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn

�7 �9:00 Busy Bees Knitting & Craft Club  Baptist Hall

�8 �0:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church
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	 Traditional stone carver working in Cotswold Stone,
 Portland, Slate and Sandstone

 Repairs to Historic Buildings: using	Lime-based	techniques;	pointing,			
	piecing-in	and	new	carving		Fireplaces:	Individually	designed	and	carved
 Lettering:		Design,	carving	for	individually	commissioned	memorials
 Carving:		Sculptural	and	Architectural	carving			Portraits:	in	stone

RICHARD
NOVISS	

01608 730675
0771 414 0574
richard@noviss.co.uk
www.thestonesculptor.co.uk

SCULPTOR & STONEMASON

L. J. MULLINS PAINTING & DECORATING
Domestic & Commercial

Circa. 60 References ALWAYS SUPPLIED

Interior & Exterior

Fully Insured ~ Competitive Pricing ~ Free Quotations

Also, providing general maintenance to your Home or Office

T: 07815 288909 or 01295 264117
lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk                        ww.mullinsdecor.co.uk
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HANCOCKS
S O L I C I T O R S

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Email:
michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

Web: www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

Hancocks
24 Horsefair, Banbury
Oxfordshire OX16 0YA

Telephone: +44 (0)1295 253211
Facsimile: +44 (0)1295 273069
DX 24201 Banbury

Hancocks_bc_280705 28/7/05 4:07 pm Page 1

Hook Norton • Oxon • OX15 5DD (1 mile north of Hook Norton Village)

Tel: 01608 737349/737641 • www.fi rs-garage.com

Family Business established 1960

• All Makes Vehicle Servicing
• Competitive Prices
• Factory trained mechanics
• MOT • Parts • Bodyshop • Fuel
• Large site with easy parking
• Extensive range of new and used vehicles

ALL MAKES SERVICING

The Firs GarageGarageFirs The Firs Gar gagegeraraaGaGGehe FFiFFThThTThe Firs GaraTT e Firs Garageaa agagraraaGaGG egesehe Firs GarararrirFiFiFFThThTT aaaa garageeeeThe Firs Garage
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HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Would you like to make better use of your PC?

Upgrades
Repairs

Internet Connections
Email Configuration

“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

Personalised design 
service and 
consultancy in your 
own home.

Beautiful Bespoke Curtains, 
Roman & Roller Blinds & Soft 
Furnishings, handmade to 
the highest standard

Advice on every kind of 
Fabric from numerous 
suppliers

Stylish complimentary 
Cushions & Loose 

Covers

Re-upholstery service

Custom made Bedspreads & 
Headboards

New Sofas & Chairs

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
email: info@annwoolgrove.com

www.annwoolgrove.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers 
to support families with children under 5 in their own 
homes. 
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you 
befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!
Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk
More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Applicants will be subject to a CRB check                          Registered Charity No: 1114860

•

•
•


