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Hook Norton • Oxon • OX15 5DD (1 mile north of Hook Norton Village)

Tel: 01608 737349/737641 • www.fi rs-garage.com

Family Business established 1960

• All Makes Vehicle Servicing
• Competitive Prices
• Factory trained mechanics
• MOT • Parts • Bodyshop • Fuel
• Large site with easy parking
• Extensive range of new and used vehicles

ALL MAKES SERVICING

The Firs GarageGarageFirs The Firs Gar gagegeraraaGaGGehe FFiFFThThTThe Firs GaraTT e Firs Garageaa agagraraaGaGG egesehe Firs GarararrirFiFiFFThThTT aaaa garageeeeThe Firs Garage

beauty

Larkfields | Tadmarton Heath Road
Hook Norton | Banbury
Oxfordshire | OX15 5DQ
Telephone 01608 730926
Email: claire@azurebeauty.biz

Claire Gregson 

(C.I.B.T.A.C./B.A.B.T.A.C.)

AESTHETIC AND COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIES

beauty

Azure Beauty offers an extensive range of massage, beauty and holistic treatments.
Ring Claire for a brochure or more information. 

Gift Vouchers Available
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FROM THE EDITORS
First, a big thank you to Malcolm Black for 
his five years managing the distribution of 
this Newsletter. He has recently had a hip 
replacement and is on the list for the other. 
As a result, he has had to resign his task as 
Newsletter Distribution Supremo. We will 
miss him. Thank You, Malcolm!!

Next, a big thank you to Diana, who single-handedly co-ordinates and creates the Village Directory 
each year. Not only that, but she then maintains the online version of it all year, keeping us all up-
to-date with the wide range of services in the village. Thank You, Diana! We don’t know how you 
manage to fit it in with everything else you do, but we are very grateful that you do.

Finally and sadly, we report the deaths of Leonard (Len) Bridgwood, Doreen Roberts, Leonard Tilbury, 
Romus Wong and Robert Wood. On behalf of the village we send our condolences to their families 
and friends.
Helen                                                                                Andy                          

helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk                                            news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising CAN YOU HELP FILL THIS GAP?
Distribution CAN YOU HELP FILL THIS GAP?
Proofreading Emma Callery
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter 
Treasurer CAN YOU HELP FILL THIS GAP?
Directory Diana Barber 

TEXT AND ADVERTISING COPY DEADLINES
APRIL  issue   15th MARCH

RATES - CHEQUES PAYABLE TO HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER

ADVERT  SIZE     MONO COLOUR
Third Page (��8mm wide x 60mm high)  £�0.00  £�0.00
Half Page  (��8mm wide x 90mm high)  £�5.00  £30.00

Please contact advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

Text for Village activities    Free (a small donation is welcome)
Inserts for Village activities    On request from Malcolm Black

Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to: 

Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team

www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk

RETIREMENT OF KEN PORTER 
Ken retires as of the end of January after eight years dedicated service as our Parish Clerk. 
During that time, he has carried out all his duties with exemplary efficiency and has steered 
the Parish Councillors through the maze of new legislation and responsibilities expected of 
them. He has been the continuity for the Parish Council as members came and went over the 
years. We will all miss his wry sense of humour and sound advice. On behalf of everyone in 
Hook Norton, we wish Ken and his wife Ann, a very happy and healthy retirement.

David Shepley-Cuthbert, Chairman of Hook Norton Parish Council
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Experienced  Companion /  Personal Assistant
Reliable & trustworthy companion available to help with:

Light household chores
Assistance with shopping
Food preparation
Providing transport to appointments & social events
Help with domestic pets

Oxfordshire County Council Approved, CRB checked , references available 

Contact Margaret Hiatt - Tel: 01608 730861, Mobile: 07956 299775
Email: margarethiatt@btinternet.com

•
•
•
•
•

Need an energy boost?
Try Shiatsu and Reiki 

with qualified, experienced Shiatsu practitioner and Reiki Master.

Do you have back pain? Are you pregnant?
Have you just had a baby and want to get back into shape?

Try one to one yoga sessions tailored to your needs, 
with qualified, experienced yoga teacher.

Enquiries: Lorraine Newman BWY RT
Lorraineyoga@aol.com - 01608 730706 

Interior Decorating
Quality Work ~ Reasonable Rates ~ Free Estimates

Call me on 738144 or 07887 508021

Alan Lewis
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Raise the Roof Appeal
Friday 17th February 2012

at the

Hook Norton Sports & Social Club

7.30 for 
1st Race @ 8.00pm

Wooden Horses to Race - No Films
No Entrance Fee - Raffle

Nibbles Provided
Six Races sponsored by local people

Horse Race organised by 
Lions Club of Chipping Norton

in aid 
of the

...an
d the

y’re
off

!



6

THE MESSIAH
‘from scratch’ weekend

St Peter’s Church
Hook Norton

SING
Rehearse 25 February 9.30am–5pm 

(Hook Norton Primary School)
26 February 2–5pm

Perform 26 February 7pm

LISTEN
26 February 7pm

To book your place or buy tickets, contact   

            Emma Callery: email: emma@caller.demon.co.uk
            Simon Mead: email: simon@mead-family.org.uk

Singers: £20 (adults), £15 (concessions), £5 (under 18s)
Audience: £8 (adults), £6 (concessions), £4 (under 18s)

In aid of the Raise the Roof Appeal
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We would like to wish everybody a Happy New 
Year.
This year we entered the Christmas Tree Festival. 
Could I thank all those children that made a 
wonderful job of decorating those bells, you 
know who you are. Unfortunately we didn’t win, 
but we had fun in making the decorations.
Our Christmas party was held early this year. 
Father Christmas came especially for us; he 
managed to slot us in with his busy schedule. 
Then we had a visit from Caterpillar Music, 
which was enjoyed by all with festive cheer, and 
we had party food and pass the parcel. Mums 
and Tots had a wonderful time. To be fair, I’m not 

sure, but I think the mums enjoyed it a little bit 
more than the little ones this year.
On our last week we decided to have a bouncy 
castle for the children, and our mums tucked in 
to hot chicken rolls, which has become a little 
tradition of ours.
We started back with no snow, dare I mention 
it!
The group started with a little surprise from 
myself. I treated us to a session of Caterpillar 
Music as I celebrated my 40th with the children 
on 6 January. Could I thank every body for their 
cards, presents and kindness on that day.
Sue Monelle

FRIDAY TODDLER GROUP     

The Y course is designed to 
give people the opportunity 
to explore these questions in 
a relaxed environment without 
pressure. With the help of 
chat show-style video clips, 
free copies of The Book of Y, 
opportunities for discussion 
and a free lunch, what more 
could you ask for, and all in 
a quest for answers to life’s 

biggest questions like:

Is there any purpose to life?

Is there a God?

Why is there suffering?

Why are there so many 
religions – and ‘so what’ 
anyway?

What about any life after this 
one?

If you think that these kinds 

of questions can only ever be 
dealt with by those with no 
sense of humour, be ready for 
your illusions to be shattered.

The Y course – come and 
join us for eight Thursdays, 
beginning on 16 February from 
12 noon to 2pm with Jonathan 
& Katie Rowe, 5 Rectory Road.    

THE Y COURSE Some of the most important questions in life begin with the word ‘why’. 

PARISH COUNCIL SNIPPETS 
PARISH PRECEPT - For the second consecutive year the Parish Council has decided not to raise 
the Precept despite the pressures on our budget. We will continue to fund matters such as grass 
cutting, tree works and general maintenance, but would ask parishioners to bear in mind that 
our resources are finite and that we may not be able to support particular issues which we do 
not consider to have priority. 

BOTTLE BANKS - We have an arrangement with Cherwell District Council that the bottle banks by 
the school will be emptied weekly. However, at certain times of the year they do fill very quickly. 
If you visit the site and find that they are full, please take your bottles home with you and try 
again another day – do not leave them beside the bottle banks. Loose bottles tend to get broken 
and, as the bottle banks are adjacent to the school, glass poses a real hazard for our children. 
Please have a care. 

WELCOME TO THE NEW PARISH CLERK - The new Parish Clerk is Rosemary Watts who will take 
over the post on the �st February.  Her telephone number is 01295  722647 and email address 
is parishclerk@hook-norton.org.uk  Welcome to Hooky, Rosemary!
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Open Saturdays, Sundays and Bank holidays 8am-2pm.   

For other seasonal opening hours please ring for details. We sell our own 
quiches, cakes, desserts and preserves and there’s lots of local produce from 

cheeses to sausages and other artisan foods. Freshly baked bread, some using 
flours milled in Oxfordshire and a great selection of super fresh vegetables.  

During November and December there will also be our own Christmas cakes, 
Puddings, handmade Chocolates, which make ideal gifts. Why not come and 

visit us? We are on the edge of Swerford, 100m west from the Church.   

Trade enquiries for our own produced goods always welcome.  

Grange Farm Foods, Grange Farm, Swerford OX7 4AX   

Tel: 01608 737313         Email jane@grangefarmfoods.co.uk. 
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HELP NEEDED!
Could you find a few 
hours every other 
month to co-ordinate 
the distribution of the 
newsletter? 

The job entails collecting the 
Newsletter print run from KMS, 
splitting it into batches and dropping 

off at the homes of the members 
of the delivery team (thanks folks!) 
ready for them to do their routes. 
If there are leaflets to go with the 
Newsletter you will need to drop 
them off too but that doesn’t happen 
every edition. 
We really, really need someone 
reliable to do this – it is the key role 
in the pass–the–parcel process that 
brings this Newsletter to your door. 
Could you do it for the village?
Please contact Andy or Helen 
The Editors

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
The Hook Norton Brass Band played 
carols over the Christmas period at 
the Roebuck Pub in Drayton. We had a 
very enjoyable time playing to quite a 
big crowd this year as, due to the snow 
last year, we had to cancel.

The HNBB will be recording their first 
CD in February to celebrate the ��5th 
anniversary of the band. Please look us 
up later in the year to purchase your 
copy. 
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Sue Benneto from Banbury Citizens Advice 
Bureau (CAB) joined us at our meeting 
this month. She told us that the CAB is an 
independent local charity and explained how 
helpful the CAB is to many people throughout 
the 390 offices in the United Kingdom. It is free, 
confidential and impartial. A lot of staff work 
on a voluntary basis. The aim is for them to 
give advice but not counselling on difficulties 
that the public encounter from time to time. 
They help people resolve financial, housing 
and employment problems as well as many 
other difficulties that have arisen. The CAB also 
influences policy makers. There were �4,000 
enquiries in Banbury last year. 

Our December meeting was a Christmas Party, 
which was enjoyed by everyone. Alrys Morris 
talked about her life in Sri Lanka and brought 
several saris for people to try on, which caused 
a lot of laughter. Some Christmas readings and 
poems were also read to the members before 
everyone enjoyed a very tasty tea.

We have invited Alistair Lack to talk about his 

life in the BBC World Service in January.

Our meeting on �� February will be a talk on 
Memories of old Hook Norton by Beryl White. 
We would be delighted to welcome anyone 
who would like to come to listen to this talk. We 
will meet at �pm in the Baptist Hall.

Doreen McLaughlin

HOOK NORTON W.I.

"INTRODUCTION TO ARCHAELOGY: 
SITES, ARTEFACTS, THEORY & 
PRACTICE COURSE
The course examines case studies from 
around the world and explores the methods 
and techniques archaelogists use, so we can 
understand past societies. The tutor is Dr Mark 
Anderson and will take place at The Mill Arts 
centre, 6 meetings from ��nd February �0��, 
7 - 9pm. Fee £47.40. Concession £3�.40 at the 
descretion of the branch according to funds 
available (retired, disabled and people on 
benefits). 

Jenny Gough on 0��95 6903�6 or ring the 
branch mobile on 077��855890.
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UPDATE FROM THE HOOKY PINT
In the London Marathon �0�0, the Hooky Pint broke 
the Guinness World Record for the fastest marathon run 
by a woman dressed as a bottle, finishing in 4 hours 54 
minutes and 36 seconds. 

In October �0��, the record was beaten by a pint from 
the Loweswater brewery in the Lake District – Sarah 
Hayes finished in 4 hours, 33 minutes and 59 seconds! 
Sarah was raising money for a school in the Gambia – a 
great cause and a great run.

BUT - the Hooky Pint is fighting back!! On �� April 
�0�� the Pint will be running in the London Marathon 
to try to reclaim his Guinness World Record! This time 
I am determined that it will not be such a near-death 
experience for me, so I am doing my marathon training 
carrying the equivalent weight of the costume, which is 
��.5 lb. I have invested in a weights vest designed for 
running and am now up to �3.5 lb (the idea being that 
the Pint will feel light on the day and I’ll fly round!) The 
downside to this plan is that the weights vest looks more 
like an ammo vest and I look like something out of a 
Terminator movie when I am out running. In an attempt 
to avoid getting wrongly identified as a terrorist and shot, 
I have been wearing a running jacket over the vest – but 
this is also not a great look, as I realised when Emma saw 
me about to set off on a run and asked, ‘What’s with 
the shoulder pads? You look like Lady Gaga!’ So, if you 
spot a heavily laden, bright yellow, Lady Gaga/Arnold 
Schwarzenegger lookalike running around Hook Norton/
Chipping Norton over the next few weeks, now you’ll 
understand why!

On a more serious note, over the last two years I have 
been privileged to work with one of the children's 
wish charities and have arranged wishes for children 
suffering from leukaemia and lymphoma. Some of 
the children have come through two years of gruelling 
treatment and have a good chance of a permanent cure. 
This is a wonderful testament to the work of Leukaemia 
& Lymphoma Research, which has brought us to a stage 
where nine out of ten survive the most common form 
of childhood leukaemia. However, a little boy with 
lymphoma who we arranged a wish for died shortly 
afterwards and it is tragedies like this that make me 
determined not to stop running until we have found a cure 
for these terrible diseases. So please, sponsor me and 
help me raise money to fund more of this vital research. 
www.JustGiving.com/HookyPintForTheRecord

Thank you, from Gill and the Hooky Pint xx
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Taking you where you want to go...

Tel: 01295 254254   Thorpe Mead, Banbury, OX16 4RZ

A modern first class reliable service 
for all your coaching needs
14 – 70 seat coaches available

www.cheneycoaches.co.uk
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L. J. MULLINS PAINTING & DECORATING
Domestic & Commercial

Circa. 60 References ALWAYS SUPPLIED

Interior & Exterior

Fully Insured ~ Competitive Pricing ~ Free Quotations

Also, providing general maintenance to your Home or Office

T: 07815 288909 or 01295 264117
E: lee.j.mullins@gmail.com

ELIJAH
Warriner  Choral Society present 
Mendelssohn’s great oratorio, 
Elijah. With stirring choruses, and 
great moments of melodrama and 
sentimentality, this work has never 
ceased to be popular since its first 
performance for The Birmingham 
Festival back in �846.

They are delighted to be supported 
by The Amadeus Orchestra, one 
of the world's foremost training 
orchestras for young professionals 
and music students, whose concerts 
are renowned for their quality and 
vitality. 

�9 May �0�� at 7.30pm

Church of Ss Peter & Paul, 
Deddington

Tickets are £�� and available from 
Hamptons, Deddington 

One Man Band, Banbury and online 
from warrinerchoralsociety.co.uk
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HOOKY PET CARE
Pets fed and fussed 
whilst owners away

Please call Hilary Wiseman
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With the Pantomime Season over, we can look 
around our local theatres.

Let me start at Stratford. I mentioned ‘Written 
on the Heart’ last time; now seen, I can 
wholeheartedly recommend this fascinating 
play centred on the King James Bible. Not a 
frivolous play but showing the RSC at its very 
best. It is at The Swan in repertory until �0 
March. Perhaps encouraged by this play we 
have booked to follow on at the same venue 
with ‘The Heresy of Love’; opening on � Feb. 
It seems as though it too touches on the great 
dichotomy between love of God and dangerous 
ambition – this time set in a Convent in Mexico. 

Too serious? Right, off to the Watermill at 
Newbury and Peter Shaffer’s ‘Lettice and 
Lovage’. A witty and elegant play about a 
stately-home tour guide who decides to add 
some theatricality into her role. Dates �6 
Feb–�4 March.

Oxford Playhouse gives us Pinter and the 
violent drama of John Ford in February, but I 
think the latest Ayckbourn (��–�7 March) will 
add more smiles. ‘Neighbourhood Watch’ takes 
a hilarious look at the dangers of taking the law 
into our own hands. 

Chippy Theatre, on 9 and �0 Feb, presents a 
�950s’ look at ‘The Merry Wives of Windsor’ 
– rip-roaring and madcap are the words used; 
go on, Shakespeare can take it! A more serious 
performance, of a very good play by Timberlake 
Wertenbaker – ‘Our Country’s Good’, is showing 
there, ��–�4 March. Set in Australia in �788, 
a benevolent Governor uses the play ‘The 
Recruiting Officer’ as a means of inspiring 
convicts through the transforming power of 
theatre. It really can work!

Finally, one long-range theatre trip is planned 
to see Ibsen’s ‘The Lady from the Sea’ at The 
Rose Theatre, Kingston (�3 Feb–�7 March). 

Not a play we have seen before, but with a 
claustrophobic and restless married woman 
who meets a man from her past, it is typical 
Ibsen. Joely Richardson is the lead and, as with 
all Ibsen’s women, it will be a testing part for a 
very good actress.

It can hardly have escaped your notice that 
David Hockney now wears the mantle of our 
top ‘living painter’ – well see for yourself at 
The Royal Academy – to 9 April. The exhibition, 
‘A Bigger Picture’, concentrates on his large-
scale, multi-canvas paintings of the Yorkshire 
landscape.

On �5 Feb ‘Picasso and Modern British Art’ 
opens at Tate Britain. It looks at 60 of the 
master’s paintings against works they inspired 
in contemporary British artists.

A less well-known Gallery, The Haunch of 
Venison (�03 New Bond St) has, until �8 Feb, 
a free-entry, fascinating show ‘The Mystery of 
Appearance’, which studies ten British post-war 
painters. Could be rewarding.

However, nearer home, our friends at Compton 
Verney are planning an exciting double from 
the end of March – first is devoted to the 
landscapes of Thomas Gainsborough and 
running alongside is ‘Into the Light’; French and 
British Impressionism to the early �9�0s. If you 
need convincing, I hope to review it next time 
as it runs until �0 June.

At the concert hall we have our sights set on 
Warwick’s Butterworth Hall (8 March) where 
the City of Birmingham SO performs Ravel, 
Sibelius and Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No 4.

Not to be outdone, our own BSO is performing 
on �4 March at St Mary’s, Banbury with an 
equally impressive programme – Glinka, Parry, 
Liszt and, above all, Dvorak’s Symphony No 8. 
Riches indeed.    
 John Wheatley

STAGE, GALLERY & CONCERT HALL

ABINGDON AIR AND COUNTRY CHARITY SHOW �0��

The �3th annual Abingdon Air & Country Show takes place on Sunday 6 May, at Abingdon 
Airfield, Oxfordshire, one of the region’s larger charity events and helping to raise funding for 
the local Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust.
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DID YOU KNOW you have a very friendly village group that meets every 
TUESDAY from 6.30pm in the School Study Centre. The group is fantastic, fun, 
motivational & totally inspiring & YOU can come along any week with 
absolutely NO OBLIGATION to join So come and find out what we get up to and 
how much fun it is to get SLIM, FIT & HEALTHY the SW way! 
 
If you feel you would like to lose a little weight in 2012 and want to do it with a 
smile on your face then come along and find out more! YOU can eat fabulously 
filling meals like eggs, chips & beans, cooked breakfasts and curry & rice, steak, 
chips & salad and STILL lose weight! You can EVEN have a cheeky glass of wine 
or a beer or even chocolate or crisps – every day if you need to! 

Call Lucy 01295 268639 or just drop in one Tues evening! 
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Beautiful gifts for your 
home, family, friends or 
yourself.
Plus lots more.

To host a party or for more 
information contact: 

Blossom  

Louise Jones on 01608 737883 / 07973 877069   
blossomhomegifts@yahoo.co.uk

Face book - Blossom home and giftware / Free gift for hosting a party.

WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR CAR CLEANING?
We are two 14 year old boys that live in Hook Norton and we would like to clean your 

car for some extra pocket money. 

Prices   Outside and inside: £5
  Or just £3 for either inside or outside

Contact
Charlie Home 01608 730661 or Joe Home 01608 730643

Alternatively Joe’s mobile: 07530 687242
Charlie Cooper and Joe Wadsworth

Specialist in wallpapering, decorative effects, spraying, tiling, 

coving, glazing, all interior/exterior painting

References and portfolio available, competitive prices

Tel: 01295 721206                                   mobile: 07790 394625
davegreen.007@btinternet.com            www.davegreendecorating.co.uk
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Oil Boiler Servicing
Oil Aga Servicing
New Oil Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156 

Emergency Breakdowns: 07973 128987

HNNews_AugustNEW2011.indd   24 26/07/2011   21:27:56
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With such encouraging support from the 
community of Hook Norton, plus some generous 
grants, the thermometer outside St Peter’s 
Church now stands at just over £75,000. With a 
target of £��0,000, we are progressing well.

The events leading up to Christmas were enjoyed 
by many. World War II was the theme of our 
latest Extravaganza. The scaffolding in Church 
was used as an ‘air raid shelter’ backdrop for the 
Hook Norton Hand Bell Ringers and the Hooky 
Voices, Hooky Quartet, readers and soloists, 
who gave joyous and poignant performances. It 
was an afternoon of fascination for the young. 
Some with longer memories brought along their 
own memorabilia to share. A ‘far from wartime 
afternoon tea’ completed the occasion.

Demonstration of Christmas 
Flower Decorations by Pat 
Fletcher was a stimulating 
afternoon to a full house. 
Some were lucky to win Pat’s 
beautiful arrangements.

The Celebration of Hook 
Norton Dinner takes place as 
the Newsletter goes to press, the plans to date 
promise an exciting evening.

Forthcoming events are:

17 February 

HORSE RACING EVENING 7.30pm at the 
Sports & Social Club, organised by the Chipping 
Norton Lions. We already have Sponsors for 
the six races but are still looking for ‘race horse 
owners’ for each race. If you want to ‘show your 
colours’, then speak to John Hamilton. 
Otherwise come along as optimistic punters on 
the night. 

25 & 26 February 

‘MESSIAH FROM SCRATCH’, starting with 
rehearsals at the primary school 9.30am until 
5.00pm. On Sunday �6, rehearsals will be at St 
Peter’s Church �–5pm with the performance 
taking place at 7pm in St Peter’s Church.

Cost:

Singers: £�0 (adults), £�5 (concessions), £5 
(under �8s): it’s not too late to book

Audience: £8 (adults), £6 (concessions), £4 
(under �6s): tickets are now available 

Contact: Emma Callery or Simon Mead 

Snowball lunches and suppers are still running. 
Winter months are a time when we need good 
cheer and fellowship, so why not snowball then! 
That would help the winter zip past. If you would 
like to join the snowballers, contact Mary or Angel.

John Morris is still busy sharpening. So give him 
a call.
  
David Shepley-Cuthbert, Chairman, Appeal 
Committee

ST PETER’S CHURCH RESTORATION APPEAL
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HNSSC is a Members Club. All senior members of affiliated clubs gain SINGLE social membership to the club after paying their sub. If you wish your families to 
become social members, please ask for details. Junior sections are NOT social members unless via a separate FAMILY social membership, but their families are 
welcome to use the clubhouse during advertised opening times, whilst their child is playing their chosen sport. Social Membership forms can be obtained from 
the bar or via our website. Members & their guests are able to use the club during any advertised opening hours. Last orders 30mins before closing time. 
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CHRISTMAS CANTER
This year's Christmas 
Canter, the fifth to be 
organised by the Hook 
Norton Harriers, set off 
on a fine, bright and 
fresh winter's morning. 
(No snow this year, 
thank goodness.) We 
had a slightly smaller 
field this time, but by 
far the most fancifully 
dressed! Banbury 
Harriers turned out in 
force as Santa's little 
helpers and picked up a 
team prize, but one of 
their number ran the 7-
mile course in a low cut 
blouse, a mini skirt and leopard skin tights, 
the outfit topped off by a sensationally tall 
pink wig. So, to him was awarded a special 
prize for chutzpah (but not fashion sense). 
Ah well, he seemed to enjoy himself.

The male winner was Paul Jegou, White 
Horse Harriers and the female winner was 
Samantha Usher, Alchester Running Club. 
All the finishers were welcomed back to 
the clubhouse with a hot mince pie and a 
glass of warming mulled wine, or a nice hot 
cuppa.

Pictures of all the 
competitors are 
available to view on 
the club's website 
(hooknortonharriers.
org) or on Facebook. 

We hope to persuade 
more runners from the 
village to participate 
next year. You will be 
able to sit down to 
your Christmas belly-
buster with a clearer 
conscience!!

Dee Hailey
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Not new...
just refreshingly different!

Established over 15 years ago, we remain as passionate
about print now as we were in the beginning.

If you demand superior levels of service, consistent quality 
and a ‘can do’ attitude then we could be the printer for you!

In fact, whether you require a few address labels, 10,000 brochures or a 10 metre banner, 
KMS can handle it in-house on our premises, not through a bolt-on franchise...

You will get a warm, friendly welcome and we have an open-house policy whereby 
clients are welcome to view their project at any stage of production. 

So why not give us a try...
t: 01608 737640 e: enquiries@kmslitho.co.uk w: www.kmslitho.co.uk
KMS Litho Ltd, Railway Bridge House, Station Road, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 5LS

Letterheads Compliment slips Business cards
Brochures Postcards Newsletters
Posters Birthday Banners Leaflets 
Greetings cards Folders Large format posters
Giclée prints Artwork & design Scanning
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Hook Norton
Pre-School Playgroup

The Old School, off Osney Close

Queen Street, Hook Norton

OXON. OX�5 5QH

Tel: 0�608 730560

Registered Charity no: �03��5�

Registered Voucher Provider no: ���34677

     Times   Costs

Morning Playgroup   9am – �� noon  £9.50

Pick up from nursery   ��:30am – ��:30pm £�.50

Lunch Club    �� noon – ��:30pm £�.50

Take to Nursery    ��:30pm  £�.50

Afternoon Playgroup   ��:30pm – 3:30pm £9.50

Pick up from School   3:�5pm   £�.00

After School Club    3:�5pm – 6:00pm  £3.00 per hour
All services available Monday - Friday

Ofsted September 2010 OUTSTANDING

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
Playgroup would like to tell you what we have been up to over the last few months and what is about 
to happen in the next few months.

Playgroup had a wonderful Christmas. The children enjoyed their Christmas party, which was held 
on �6 December. They enjoyed having the magician perform and they also had a visit from Father 
Christmas himself.

Our Christmas Fayre was a great success and a huge Thank You to all the parents and villagers that 
supported us that afternoon. We raised a fantastic £500, which went toward new toys and the 
upkeep of Playgroup.

Diary dates:

�4 February  Quiz:   Held at the Sports and Social Club starts at 8pm.

4 March   Spring Fayre: Held at Playgroup, starts at 4pm. 

    Ideas for Mothers’ day presents will be available.

This year is a big year for Playgroup we are celebrating our 40th year. During this year we will be 
putting on events to celebrate our special year, so please watch out for our posters around the village 
over the next �� months.

We are looking for any photos that you may have over this last 40 years and any stories that you have 
that you would love to share with us.

We look forward to hearing from you.   Sue Monelle
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HOOK NORTON HAND BELL RINGERS
The Hook Norton Hand bell ringers collected £535 this Christmas, which will go to the local 
charity ‘Banbury Young Homeless Project’.

BYHP is a local charity launched in �990 to reduce the rising levels of young homeless people 
in the area. Helping over 400 under �5s each year with advice and help to return them to 
their parental home, find accommodation for them, or educate them about local support 
services available.

The ringers, Kevin Hope, Sally Newman, Chris Green, Andrew Tarpey, Peter Nottingham and 
David Cooper played at various functions, including the St Peter’s Christmas Tree Festival, 
Wardington ‘Carol singing on the Green’, Great Rollright carol service and a selection of local 
pubs and private houses around Hook Norton and Wardington.

Big thanks go to Wardington church for the use of their hand bells.

HOOKY PLAYERS 
Time marches on and our pantomime of 'TREASURE ISLAND', directed by 
John Pickering, will be all over by the arrival of this February issue. We trust 
that those of you who saw it enjoyed the production (that was a goodly 
number, judging by the number of tickets sold). The group will have its 
Annual General Meeting at the end of February (date TBA) when all are 
cordially invited. We are always looking for new members, so do come along 
and meet everyone if you are interested in joining us. 

We will be looking to put on a summer play – almost certainly a comedy – round about June. 

For more information about the Players, feel free to contact me.

Brian Rider, Chairman

THAMES VALLEY POLICE
On Monday �9 December, the Banbury and Bicester 
Rural Police team conducted a joint plain clothes and 
hi-visibility operation in Hook Norton, Milcombe and 
Bloxham villages. During this operation, several vehicles were stopped and checked by officers 
and advice given to motorists. 

Two police road checks were conducted during the Christmas period targeting those that 
drink and drive. The first was conducted in the morning on the Hempton Road in Deddington 
where approximately ��6 drivers were stopped and breathalysed at the roadside. None of 
those drivers were arrested for driving while under the influence of alcohol. The second 
operation was conducted in Hook Norton during the evening hours. Six motorists were 
stopped after being seen to leave licensed premises and again none of those stopped by 
officers were arrested. 

We are holding a ‘Have Your Say’ meeting �0am–�� noon on Saturday �8 February at Hook 
Norton Font Café and would welcome all residents of Hook Norton to attend to have a chat 
with us. We will be offering free crime prevention packs and anti-number plate theft screws as 
well as trying to identify any issues identified by residents within the community. 
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For a Totally Professional Service and Peace of Mind with
all your Oil and Water Storage Requirements

24 Hour Emergency Call Out for Failed or
Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework

Now is the
time to check

your Tank

• Domestic Oil Tank Installations 
• Safe Disposals and Services
• AGA and Boiler Servicing
• Fuel Depots

TEL: 01386 853 030
E-MAIL: info@domestictankservices.com
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES 
The Christmas tree festival was held on the 
�7 and �8 December at the church. A variety 
of Christmas music was played all weekend 
by various musicians and music groups. 
People were free to look around at all the 
wonderful trees that different groups from 
around the village had decorated, based 
on different Christmas carols. There was a 
challenge for the children to find strange 
objects hidden on some of the trees and 
a vote for people to decide their favourite 
tree, which the tree decorated by the 
Beavers won. 

The Guide tree was based on an altered 
version of ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ 
so that it featured all sorts of guiding things 
including miniature washstands, origami 
tents and peg doll Guides, Brownies and 
Rainbows. For several weeks prior to 
Christmas, the Guides had enjoyed working 
together to make the decorations and we 
had lots of comments over the weekend 
from people who said it brought back good 
memories of their time in Guides. The 
Guides’ favourite decorations were definitely 
the miniature washstands!

The guides were helping out at the church all weekend, making tea and coffee and selling cake and 
mince pies, and although there was a schedule for who was supposed to be working at different 
times we all enjoyed it so much that several stayed longer. �9 out of the �4 guides helped at some 
point over the weekend, which was really good.

Amy Richardson, Jodie Hackland and Megan Joyner also made their Guide Promise at the Christmas 
tree festival that weekend.

Several guides also went carol singing at Beech Haven in Chipping Norton the following day. We all 
sung quite well, considering we never practice! The residents all loved it and joined in frequently.

We are looking forward to another fun packed term at guides. Alissa Mann

8TH MARCH 2012
WATCH OUT FOR POSTERS AROUND THE VILLAGE
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DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors

6a Market Place, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5NA

Tel: 01608  643036    Fax: 01608  641025
e-mail:  wynnlaw@tiscali.co.uk

Conveyancing (Written quotations on request).
Matrimonial & Family

Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business.

Home visits easily arranged for the housebound.

James Holiday Ltd 
Antiques

Psssst

Have you heard the secret

Trade Antiques Warehouse now open to the public 5 days a week

You will find a huge, ever changing selection of furniture from fine antiques to vintage retro

Plus kitchenalia, glass ,porcelain, pottery, garden items and much more.

It’s your chance to buy where the trade buy.

We are also interested in buying antiques

Open Mon – Fri 9.30 – 4.30
Wychford Lodge Farmhouse, Hook Norton. OX15 5BX
Tel: 01608 730101  Email:  james@jamesholiday.co.uk
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For 2012, we have four evening meetings, from February 

to May, followed by evening visits in June and July. 

There is a day visit planned in June to Sir Harold Hillier’s 

Gardens, Nursery and Plant Centre, Romsey, Hants. Then 

further evening meetings in October and November.  The 

AGM is in November. The popular seed and plant 

exchanges are repeated in March and May. As always, we 

welcome new and current members and their guests, for 

all our events.  

Membership fees, which are due at the start of the year, 

are changed as agreed at the AGM and represent great 

value for money. Club membership gives members 10% 

discount at Applegarth’s and Batsford Garden Centres - 

just take your membership card along with you. 

We are pleased to confirm that the Spring show will be 

held in the Hook Norton School and the Autumn show in 

St. Peter’s Church, and we look forward to seeing many 

exhibits from both old and new members. 

Remember that you can pull out this calendar and display 

it somewhere handy, so that you will be reminded when 

each meeting is taking place and it will enable you to see 

what the Garden Club is doing this year. 

Finally best wishes for Good Gardening in 2012 

Suggestions for future meetings and visits always 

welcome. 






A PULL-OUT GUIDE FOR HANDY 

REFERENCE 


FOR DETAILS OR FURTHER 

INFORMATION CONTACT: 

CHAIRMAN: Peter Arnold 

 

PROGRAMME SECRETARY: Malcolm Black  

 


Peter Arnold, Sian Arnold, Malcolm Black, Christine Blackham, 

Verity Calderan, Ann Faulkner, Frank Faulkner, Tony Freeman, 

 John McLaughlin, Alrys Morris, Frances Price, Nick Price.  
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PROGRAMME

Wed 15
th

 Feb Bumble bees and other beneficial insects  

Richard Hopkins, Applegarth Nurseries 

Wed 21
st
 Mar Japanese Gardens and Design  

Tony Russell + Seed exchange 

Wed 11
th

 April Entry night for Spring Show 

   7.00pm till 8.00pm Memorial Hall 

Sat 14
th

 April  Spring Show – Hook Norton School 

   Open to the public – 2.30 pm 

Wed 18
th

 April Gardening without chemicals 

Ian Gourlay, Bridewell Organic Gardens, 

Wilcote 

Wed 16
th

 May  National Parks, not ours but ours to look 

after Adrian Thornton  +Plant exchange 

Sun 10
th

 June Day visit: Hillier’s Gardens, Nursery and 

Plant Centre, Romsey Hampshire. 
8.30am from The Sun  

Wed 20
th

 June Evening visit: Bridewell Organic 

Gardens, Wilcote. 7.00 pm  - The Sun  

Wed 18
th

July Evening visit: Hill Grounds, Evenly  

Mr & Mrs Bob Cropley 7.00pm-The Sun

Wed 5
th

 Sept  Entry night for Autumn Show 

7.00pm till 8.00pm Memorial Hall

Sat 8
th

 Sept  Autumn Show – St Peter’s Church  

 Open to the public – 2.30 pm 

Wed 19
th

 Oct Caring for indoor plants John Taylor

Wed 16
th

 Nov AGM followed by Members’ evening with 

wine and mince pies & members photos 

All meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month 

in the Memorial Hall starting at 7.30 pm. Meetings are open 

to anyone who wishes to attend and there is an admission 

charge of £3 for non-members and guests. Tea/coffee and 

biscuits are provided free and there is usually a raffle. 

Arrangements for visits: Meet outside the Sun Inn, at the 

timesstated Evening visits will be by car, sharing wherever 

possible. 

The day visit will be by coach. 

Photographic subjects are as follows:- 

Spring:  A Public House sign, Tree Bark, Archway, 

Wildflower meadow. 

Children’s Class:  Spider’s web 

Autumn 2012 Photo Classes - Four photos on one mount 

Domestic Animal(s), Sport, 4 Unusual buildings  

Children’s Class: Sport 

Annual Membership renewal 
You can renew you membership at any meeting or by post 

to Tony Freeman, Stuart House, Down End, Hook Norton.  

(01608 730285) 

Cost of renewal is:-  Family £10.00. Single £5.00.  

Children’s membership £1.00. 
(Cheque payable to Hook Norton Garden Club)  
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THE CHRISTMAS 
TREE FESTIVAL 

The Christmas Tree Festival was a bonanza of 
imaginative trees created by village groups. It 
opened with a joyful ‘Christmas Songs’ family 

occasion from the school. Throughout the 
weekend there was great entertainment and 

games, as well as delicious refreshments. 

The Beavers’ tree entry was voted the most 
popular with the Allotments tree a close second, 

but every tree was truly a winner. 

The ingenuity was simply amazing!
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GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
Christmas Recollections…We were very busy in Term � with all our Christmas preparations, including 
two brilliant productions, which were very well attended by friends and family. 

Class � and � told the moving story of the angel who had to find her wings. This she achieved, once 
she had shown kindness and care to others. 

Class 3 and 4 enjoyed participating in a lively performance, illustrating what happened when the gold 
rings from the ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’ went missing. The costumes were spectacularly colourful 
and contributed to the humorous script.

The singing and acting was of a very high standard in both productions and the audiences were 
thoroughly entertained.We enjoyed a delicious Christmas dinner cooked by Limes Farm, who supply 
our daily lunches throughout term time. There was also a visit from a special gentleman dressed all 
in red who gave every child a Christmas present. (Here is a photo of him with Class �.)

Closing the chapter to the last term in �0�� was our lovely Carol Service in St Andrew’s Church, Great 
Rollright: the church was full to bursting! The children were once again in fine voice and they also 
read the Christmas story beautifully. Several took part in the carol singing around the village too.

Fundraising Our �0�� Christmas cards featuring portraits of every child in the school arranged in 
the form of a decorated tree were designed once more by Elly Dunford Wood and printed by KMS 
Litho, Hook Norton. The cards sold very successfully, raising funds for the school. A stall at Chipping 
Norton’s Victorian Evening was well-supported and also contributed to the funds.

Our Warwickshire Library Subscription and brass instrument music lessons are paid through 
fundraising activities organised by our parent support group, The Friends of Rollright. They continue 
to raise money, while providing everyone with an enjoyable time. The first committee meeting of the 
year drew in plenty of support and ideas for the terms ahead. Some of their plans will be announced 
in the next Newsletter. In the meantime, the first fixed date to go in the diary is: 

Great Rollright Summer Fete – Saturday 7 July

Please contact the school office for further details about any of our activities. Tel. 01608 737202
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As I write this, hope of finding any more 
survivors from the stricken Costa Concordia has 
all but gone!  And to make this chilling news 
even more tragic, reports are beginning to 
emerge of men on board pushing past terrified 
women and children to get to the lifeboats first, 
and of elderly and disabled people similarly 
being pushed aside.

Two statements come to my mind: one is that 
of ‘Women and Children First’; a saying that 
asserts that the lives of women and children 
are to be saved first if the lives of a group of 
people are at stake. This seafaring practice was 
based on the biblical command of Ephesians 5 
v.�5 that in a life or death situation, the man 
was was to lay down his life for the woman, 
with the same love Jesus showed for His 
people!  Although never part of international 
maritime law, the principle has been respected 
and adhered to for the last �00 years or so that 
lifeboats have been used.  But now it seems, 
in this more secular age, a different culture 
prevails! 

The other statement being this telling phrase 
of the last Bishop of Rome:  ‘There can be little 
doubt that secularist culture is sailing into 
uncharted and dangerous waters, with extreme 
self-confidence but heralding a possible culture 
of death’.  Is it not the case, therefore, that the 
churches owe it to the nation not to give up on 
the Christian message as a powerful, life-giving, 
true and good basis for social and political 
morality?  If the churches do not believe that 
their Gospel is a universal truth claim and that 
Jesus is the perfection of human living, then 
why should others take it seriously?

The Church must not opt for the politically 
driven, indeed secularist, idea that Christianity 
is just for a certain group of people who like 
that sort of thing, and to announce it outside 
that grouping is offensive and likely to stir up 
trouble.  Rather it must hold fast to its claim 
that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself, dealing with sin and remaking 
humanity in Jesus.  This is a universal claim, 
and it speaks directly into the prevailing 
culture of this more secular age.  The message 

doesn’t change; only the 
presentation!

The Apostles preached to 
Jews and Gentiles alike, 
to men and the (then very 
second class) women, 
free and slaves.  The cross 
broke down sectarian and 
cultural barriers. All the 
world’s people were intended beneficiaries of 
this divine grace, irrespective of their gender, 
sexual orientation, race, age, social standing, 
whatever.  And this amazing grace gradually re-
humanises cultures and political power.  Don’t 
recent events suggest this is what we need 
today?

Want to find out more?   These may help!

Lent Meetings - This year’s meetings  
 are in the Baptist Church and in St.  
 Peter’s Church             alternately at  
 7.30pm. on February �9th, March  
 7th, ��st, and �8th. 

Knowing God Course

Alpha Experience

Bible Study and Fellowship Groups 

John Acreman

Further details on our Notice Boards and 
Website, www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk

or contact: The Rector, John Acreman (737��3) 
Email: acreman@xalt.co.uk

or the Churchwardens, Pam Horne 
and Mary Powell 

•

•

•

•

THE RECTOR WRITES...

DO YOU WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
TO SOMEONE’S LIFE? The Oxfordshire 
Befriending Network is currently looking for 
more volunteers for the next block of training 
sessions due to start in February �0��. 

The Oxfordshire Befriending Network aims 
to improve quality of life for people suffering 
from terminal or life-threatening illnesses 
by providing trained volunteers to offer 
practical and emotional support in the home, 
hospital or hospice. To be a volunteer, please 
telephone 0�865 79�78� or email enquiries@
oxonbefriending.net. 
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AROMATHERAPY / HOLISTIC MASSAGE
 Monica Overbury is a registered nurse offering massage

Massage using Aromatherapy oils can give a great sense of wellbeing offering 
relief from stress and tension as well as back, headaches and neck pain. 

It can help lift low moods, PMT and insomnia and boost immunity, 
helping us cope with fatigue. 

It is a lovely way to receive a treat for mind and body.
 

To make an appointment please call 

07780 718810 
leaving your name & number

PRICE LIST

Home visits possible and gift vouchers available

£45.00

£40.00

£25.00

Initial Assessment:   

1 hour Full Body Massage: 

30 mins Back, Neck and Shoulder massage: 



38

Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small
 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922



39

BAPTIST CHURCH 
We are already a month into �0�� and probably many new year resolutions 
have already foundered. What are your aims for this year? To get fit, 
maybe? Perhaps to eat less and exercise more? Many of us would like to 
be fitter, healthier, but we don't all manage to take the necessary steps to 
achieve it, even though there are groups we could join, gym clubs, sports centres, etc., and 
any number of diets we could try. Physical fitness is a good thing to aim for and it's right to 
take care of our bodies, but we are more than just a body, aren't we? We are body, mind and 
spirit, and all three need to be nourished and taken care of. Just as the body can be adversely 
affected by the wrong food, so can the mind be affected by what is put into it, and we need 
to be careful what we read, watch and listen to, not allowing bad influences to corrupt our 
thinking. Those beautiful verses from Philippians 4 come to mind: ‘Whatever is true, whatever 
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things ... and the God of peace will 
be with you.’

And our spirits? Sadly, this part of us is often neglected altogether, and yet this is the part that 
will live on after death. Everyone has a spiritual dimension, but God's place in that dimension 
is so often taken by the worship of other things or other people. Only by allowing God to 
take his rightful place in our lives can we find our true identity and the assurance of life for 
the spirit after body and mind are no more. In this Olympic year, when there will be great 
emphasis on physical fitness, let's try to get fit all round, in body, mind and spirit. 

Anyone with questions about the spiritual bit may be interested in the ‘Y’ course we are 
running in February, March and April, which will be very informal and will include free lunch 
in someone’s home. Don't worry if you can’t attend every session, just come when you can. 
Please see the separate advert elsewhere in this Newsletter, or phone John Taylor (7373�5) 
for information. 

Just Desserts 

We are sorry we had to cancel the Dessert Island Discs in January, but we decided to do this 
on discovering it clashed with a big village event on the same night. We hope to re-schedule 
it in May. 

On Saturday �8 February there will be another Quiz Night and on Saturday �7 March a Musical 
Evening.

Lent Meetings will be held jointly with St Peters at the school, as usual, but no details are 
available as yet. 

Normal Programme 

Sunday Service: �0.30am 

Coffee Morning: Wednesdays �0am–�� noon in the Church Hall 

House Group (Bible Study): Wednesdays 8pm in different venues, please phone for info. 

Prayer Meeting: Saturdays 8–9am 

Youth Meetings: shared with St Peters

Children's JAM Club: Wednesdays after school, at the school

For hall lettings, please phone 7373�5 

Dorothy Smith  Rev. John Taylor 7373�5 (church office) 
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Winter? What winter? As I sit here in the 
middle of January, wondering what to write 
about after a very dull and wet December 
and New Year, it strikes me that I can only 
remember scraping ice off my windscreen on 
a couple of occasions. With the mild season 
has come a lack of interesting and hungry 
visitors to the gardens of Hook Norton and the 
surrounding countryside. I’ve had the usual 
reports of sparrowhawks turning up to pick 
off hungry birds as they visit our bird tables. 
In effect, with the widespread enthusiasm 
for feeding birds, our villages and towns have 
become giant sparrowhawk tables and there’s 
nothing like a bit of predation to excite and 
educate our younger naturalists. 

Generally children will accept the sight of a bird 
of prey tucking into its prey, but what if they 

saw a cute, cuddly squirrel gobbling away, say, 
on a mouse? Shock? Disgust? Probably. Well, 
grey squirrels are renowned predators. They 
will gnaw their way into hollow trees and our 
nestboxes to reach the eggs and young of hole-
nesting birds. They also raid the nests of other 
woodland birds. On one farm in Norfolk, studies 
showed that the control of grey squirrels 
reduced open nest predation from 85 per cent 
to just 5–�0 per cent. Many times I have cursed 
magpies and crows when a nest I have been 
monitoring has been raided, but in most cases 
squirrels are probably to blame.

And the mouse? Well, Jan Hughes texted me 

before Christmas to say she had been watching 
a squirrel stocking its winter larder with the 
usual berries and nuts but was shocked to see 
it carrying a dead mouse to add to its winter 
supplies. An online search confirmed that 
squirrels have indeed been observed killing and 
eating small rodents. 

Cute and cuddly they may seem, but there is no 
getting away from the fact that squirrels are not 
the most welcome of our long list of introduced 
species. As many people know, they have led to 
the decline of the native red squirrels and also 
cause damage to young trees.

And that’s not the end of it. Their feisty nature 
means that they have taken over the hollow-
tree nest sites of some of our most charismatic 
woodland birds, including tawny owls. Some 
of you may remember my battle with squirrels 

taking over one of my owl boxes, 
with regular winter evictions finally 
resulting in a pair of tawny owls 
successfully raising a family last 
year. This year, I have been back to 
once again empty the box of masses 
of leaves and twigs in the hope of 
a repeat nesting success. A friend 
recently expressed horror that I 
should be forcing these invaders 
to relocate, but if I can bring news 
and images of young tawny owls to 
Hook Norton this coming spring, I 
hope that I can be forgiven. Tawny 
owls are early nesters and as you 

read this in early February egg-laying will be 
only a few weeks away.

The box is one I made myself and is designed 
specifically for tawny owls, although it is 
possible that kestrels or even barn owls could 
use it. The extended perch is for the young owls 
to use when they climb out. Unlike most other 
birds, young tawny owls ‘fledge’ before they 
can fly or are fully feathered. They scramble out 
using their large talons and in a process known 
as ‘branching out’ make their way higher into 
the tree and tuck themselves away in dense 
vegetation such as ivy. There the parents will 
continue to feed them. Sometimes in this 

 Yes it’s a bird – a grim furry tale

WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK
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process they fall to the ground but will eventually find their way up again. Unfortunately, passersby 
often assume that these adorable fluffy balls with big, teddy-bear eyes and clicking beaks are 
doomed and in need of rescue, and every 
year wildlife centres are presented with 
young owls that are, in most cases, destined 
for a life in captivity.

Remember, if you find any young birds this 
spring, leave well alone, regardless of the 
apparent dangers.

I will end on a positive note, which brings 
me back to this (so far) mild winter. Before 
the harsh winters of recent years I regularly 
saw barn owls between Hooky and Rollright, 
and knew of a nesting pair in a hollow 
tree near Swerford. Then nothing. Deep, 
persistent snow and ice makes hunting for 
these stunning birds impossible and many 
will have perished, especially last year. In 
November, however, I saw my first local barn 
owl for two years and found a fresh pellet on 
a drystone wall at the top of South Hill. You’ll 
most likely catch one in your headlights, but 
if you are really lucky, you’ll see one hunting 
along the field margins at dusk or dawn – a 
truly magnificent sight.

Patrick Fox, 01608 684801, 07702 853680, 
PFeditorial@gmail.com Luxury accommodation for tawny owls; fingers 

crossed for this year

MUSIC AT THE CROSSROADS 2012
The HNCA committee is looking forward to Music at the Crossroads, which this year will be on 
Saturday 7 July 2012. Planning is well underway and tickets will be on sale in the Spring. For several 
years we have made special priced Early Bird Tickets available for our village residents and these 
again will be on sale for a limited period. 

Our local family friendly event combines quality music with children’s entertainment, a wide 
choice of food and, of course, the famous Hook Norton Beer tent.

More information will soon be available on the website - www.hookymusic.co.uk

Since �00� the HNCA has donated over £60,000 from the funds raised by our annual music 
festival. We are always looking for help in running the event. If you would like to get involved and 
help us raise even more in �0��, any help you can provide will be appreciated. 

Please contact us through our website or call Pete Watkins or email Phil Shepherd on 
phil@hookymusic.co.uk.                                                             Hook Norton Charitable Association

REMEMBER THE DATE - SATURDAy 7 JUly 2012
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON 
LIBRARY  
AN UPDATE 
In December, the OCC Cabinet ratified their decision to cut library services 
in Oxfordshire, with a concession that the hardest hit, including Hook 
Norton, would lose half their staffing, rather than two thirds. This cut will be phased in over 
three years, and the plan is for volunteers to be used to maintain the libraries’ opening hours. 

The Friends of Hook Norton Community Library are now actively engaged in investigating all 
possible ways forward for our library. However, as yet we have no firm guidance from the 
Library Service about the exact time scale of the cuts, the role of volunteers or the training to 
be given. So at present we are continuing with our normal fundraising activities and waiting to 
hear more detailed information. 

The library remains open as usual and we would like to encourage everyone to use it to show 
their support. The Friends would also love to hear from anyone who feels they might like to 
volunteer or help us in any other way to keep the library running in the long term. If you feel 
you can help, please contact one of the committee members listed below or give your name 
to Janet, our Library Manager. 

Pauline Walters (Chair); Sue Ditchfield (Secretary) or

Bob Calderan (Treasurer)

Sue Ditchfield

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL
The FOHNS fundraising year is going well, helped in no small part by the hugely 
successful Christmas Fayre, raising over £�,800 for the school. We had a great 
variety of stalls selling everything from homemade chutneys, handmade crafts and 
decorations, to vintage china. There were the traditional tombola stalls, craft activities 
for the children, great food and mulled wine for the grown-ups. A huge thanks goes 
to Kim Harris for coordinating the entire event for the third year running, to all parents and children 
involved, and to those of you who supported us by coming along – not forgetting Father Christmas!

The Key Stage � disco before Christmas, supported by FOHNS, was also a great success. The KS� 
children enjoyed an hour and a half of dancing to the latest music sounds and videos. Thanks to all 
who helped to run the event.

There is a slight change in the coming events previously advertised: the Gentleman’s Evening / St 
Patrick’s Evening are now a combined event. Guinness & Games Night on �6 March should be a 
great evening of fun and entertainment for the men, involving a selection of beers, Irish whiskies and 
bar snacks plus competitive games such as skittles, darts, pool, roll a pound and computer games. 
More details will be posted on the FOHNS website (www.hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk/fohns/) in due 
course.

Please also add to your diary, our Spanish Night with Salsa & Tapas on 5 May.

Thank you for your continued support. It is greatly appreciated and enables us to make a truly 
valuable contribution to the school every year. Happy New Year. 

Rebecca Kingsley-Bates, Chair FOHNS
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Select & Save @ The Village Shop
High Street, Hook Norton, Oxon, OX15 5NQ

Tel 01608 737245, Fax 01608 737481
E-mail:- enquiries @villageshophooky.co.uk

Monday to Friday 7am –8pm
Saturdays 8am – 8pm
Sundays 8am – 6pm

Our flower department is blooming marvellous.  Our trained florists
can make you anything to order.  Are you going to a party, want a
gift or an extra special treat?  We also do weddings, events &
funerals. Remember to get your order in early – our flowers come

direct from Holland on temperature controlled lorries.

Don’t forget our supplies of fresh bread, meat, cheeses,
vegetables, salads and fruit.

A night in with a bottle of wine and a DVD?
  Or gorgeous cakes to go with a warming cup of tea...

No problem.

All here in your local village shop!
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
Bag Pack Day Success We were delighted by the success of our fifth annual 
Bag Pack Day held at Sainsburys on �4 December. A grand total of £�,349 was 
raised in just six hours – our best ever result! We would like to thank all our 
volunteers who helped to make this fundraiser such a wonderful success!

Hospice End of Season Sale Our annual Hospice Sale will take place on Saturday �0 March at the 
Institute, Adderbury, ��am–�pm. There will be many stalls selling good-quality donated items, as 
well has hand-crafted knitted items. Tea and coffee and soup will also be available for a small fee. 
All proceeds benefit Katharine House.

Collegium Regale Concert 7.30pm, Saturday 3� March, St Mary's Church, Adderbury.

Back by popular demand, the Kings College Cambridge Choral Scholars 'Collegium Regale' 
promise an unforgettable evening of music in this special concert. The breadth of their repertoire 
is impressive, including sacred music (fifteenth to the twentieth century), madrigals, folk songs, 
part songs and close harmony. The group have received much acclaim within the musical world, 
both nationally and internationally; ‘A sparkling display of virtuosic but balanced singing’, says 
BBC Music Magazine, while the Sunday Times remarks on their ‘luxuriant blend of voices’.

For further information about Collegium Regale, please see their website at www.
collegiumregale.co.uk.

Tickets are £�6 each and must be purchased in advance from Fundraising at Katharine House 
Hospice on (0��95) 8���6� or by emailing sarah.brennan@khh.org.uk Application forms can 
also be downloaded from our website at www.khh.org.uk Book early to avoid disappointment 
– Collegium Regale's last performance in aid of Katharine House was a sell-out! Box Office now 
open!

Just Text Giving We’re delighted that Katharine House can now collect donations via your mobile 
phone. You can donate up to £�0 (in any one transaction) via our unique number – KHOX�7.  So 
to donate £�, all you need to do is text KHOX�7 � to 70070. It’s that simple and you will receive 
an instant thank-you message from Vodafone. All funds donated this way benefit nursing care 
here in Adderbury.

This is a really quick and easy way for people to donate smaller amounts direct to the hospice 
and is ideal when sponsoring family and friends at fundraising events. It has been made possible 
by a partnership between Vodafone and the online donation company, Just Giving and it is 
already proving popular with supporters. Our grateful thanks to all who support us in this way. 
Your donations really do make a difference.

2012 Festival of Open Gardens We would love to hear from anyone who would like to open their 
garden to raise money for the hospice in �0��. Your garden would be featured, along with all the 
others, in a programme that will be distributed to all our supporters with our Spring Newsletter 
in late March/early April. Last year’s festival raised over £8,000 towards nursing care. We already 
have supporters opening their gardens in Bledington, Bloxham, Broughton, Farnborough, South 
Newington, Shutford, Swerford and Weedon Lois, but would be delighted to hear from anyone 
else willing to take part in our festival. For further information please telephone Valerie on 0��95 
8���6�. Closing date to register your garden – �5 February.

A date for your diary! Our sixth Midnight Walk will take place on Saturday �3 June at Banbury 
Cricket Club, Bodicote. £450,000 has been raised for nursing care from our five previous Midnight 
Walks and we’re keen to make this year’s event just as successful as its predecessors! Application 
forms will be available from the end of March.

Sarah Brennan, Community Fundraiser
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	 Traditional stone carver working in Cotswold Stone,
 Portland, Slate and Sandstone

 Repairs to Historic Buildings: using	Lime-based	techniques;	pointing,			
	piecing-in	and	new	carving		Fireplaces:	Individually	designed	and	carved
 Lettering:		Design,	carving	for	individually	commissioned	memorials
 Carving:		Sculptural	and	Architectural	carving			Portraits:	in	stone

RICHARD
NOVISS	

01608 730675
0771 414 0574
richard@noviss.co.uk
www.thestonesculptor.co.uk

SCULPTOR & STONEMASON
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LOW CARBON HOOK NORTON
Despite the wintry weather, there was a large 
turnout for the Low Carbon Hook Norton Group 
meeting at the Brewery Visitor’s Centre. Once again, 
many thanks to James Clarke and Hook Norton 
Brewery for their hospitality, and Howard Hicks for 
acting as barman for the evening.

The meeting was very much a catch up on the various projects that Hook Norton Low Carbon 
Limited are involved in at present. 

Smart Hooky: Delphine Wolfe brought us up-to-date with this project and she will be contacting 
people in our four sub-station target areas chosen for the project and is hoping to push up the 
number of participating households from the current 44 to around �50. If you are interested in 
participation (there are incentives!), you can contact Delphine via the HNLC website. See www.hn-
lc.org.uk/what-were-doing/smart-hooky for more information.

Affordable Housing: Large-scale housing development is proving controversial, both locally 
and nationally, but the need for genuinely affordable housing is recognised as being an urgent 
priority. Although the building of large 
housing estates around the village could 
make HNLC’s plans non-viable, there was 
unanimous support for us to continue to 
explore small-scale low carbon affordable 
housing to be developed through a 
community land trust.

The Hooky Car Club: The car club continues 
to grow, but slowly. 
The new monthly 
subscription makes getting into the club 
easier, and HNLC are considering the 
possibility of different tariffs for different 
usage patterns.

Heat Loss: There was interest in possible use 
of thermal imaging equipment in the village 
as CDC have the equipment, but there is a 
certain amount of training and expertise 
required to take the pictures and interpret 
the results. The HNLC team will be looking 
into this.

Householder Loans: The core of HNLC’s 
business remains the provision of loans at 
low interest rates for local householders 
who want to reduce their carbon emissions. 
Various projects both large and small 
have been funded and the loans pot is still 
healthy, so new applications are welcome. 
See www.hn-lc.org.uk/loan-scheme for 
more information.     
 Jem Heyward
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HOOK NORTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Happy New Year to everyone. Although that and Christmas seems a very long time ago I hope you 
all had a good one!! �0�� and it’s congratulations to Pete Moulder (HNFC) and Steph on the birth 
of our newest member ‘Ella Maisie’. Well done and lots of love from all at HNSSC XX

This year sees lots of activity at the club. Planning is still going ahead for the Queen’s Jubilee now 
we have the dates of the holidays from Mr Cameron, and also what we will do hopefully in the 
summer sunshine while we all enjoy the Euro’s and Olympics .

With January over by the time you read this, it is time to look at what is going on in the next 
couple of months at the club. February Fridays are already full with Bingo making a return.  First 
bingo is 3 Feb, Valentines Bingo on �0 Feb, followed on �7 Feb with a Race Nite, and the �4th is 
Nick’n’Nobby’s quiz for Playgroup.

March too is going to be a busy month, with Come Dine With Me finally making a comeback on 
the week commencing �6 March – put the dates in your diaries. This year we have different teams 
playing for different charities. All nights should be great fun, with the Old Blokes in Aprons taking 
on Chloe’n’Joe and Kippy and Jason, to battle it out for this year’s trophy. Charities this year include 
local play centres, the lurcher lark charity and  loads more. Final details and approval from other 
charities are being organised and we will announce on our website very soon!

Also we have been asked to host one of SAINSBURY’S Sport Relief Miles as part of this year’s Sports 
Relief, which is very exciting. Starting at �0am on SUNDAY �5 MARCH, the club will play host to 
loads of fundraisers taking part in this very worthy event, which takes place every other year in 
connection with Comic Relief. We are hoping to have a really fun day and invite you to run, walk, 
skip round our Hooky route to make it a huge success. Details of how to enter can be found on the 
sport relief website www.sportrelief.com and entries should be made directly to them. Weather 
permitting, we hope to make it extra special with a bouncy castle, kids route, and children’s 
activities – fingers crossed we can.

Until then we hope to see you all soon. Opening times are available on our website www.
hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk, Facebook page or direct by members’ texts.

HNFC matches are all day on Saturdays, starting with our juniors in the morning. The club kitchen 
is open for hot food and drinks throughout, and on most Saturday mornings with full English 
breakfasts and SKY TV. Also Sundays �� noon–6pm – hot snacks and drinks available to eat in or 
take away, JFC and SKY TV.

Tuesdays is pool night, and every other Thursday Dominoes. The club is open from 7.30pm on 
these nights.

For more info on any of the above call 737829/738396 or the club on 737132.

PLEASE REMEMBER THIS YEAR’S SUBS ARE NOW DUE – THANK YOU!

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME.

Hookyukes are meeting every Monday
at 7.30pm in The Sun.

All Welcome!
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A new kerbside battery bag recycling scheme is 
helping to tackle the problem of batteries in landfill. 

New

Please note, that car batteries cannot be collected in this scheme: 
take them to your nearest household waste recycling centre (Ardley, 
Alkerton, or Redbridge). 

Kerbside 
battery recycling

How the bag works?
1. Fill the bag with your old batteries.

2.  When it’s full, leave it out for 
collection. There is no set 
collection day. It can be put out 
with either your recycling or green 
bin collections, just make sure the 
bag is on top of the bin or box. 

3.  The crews will collect the bag and 
leave you a replacement bag to 
start again.

  If you need any extra bags simply 
use any other type of bag such as 
a sandwich bag.

We accept the following 
batteries for collection: 

C
AAA

9V
Button

AA

D

Mobile phone, 
laptop and 
rechargeable 
batteries

www.cherwell.gov.uk/recycling 
customer.service@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Customer Service: 01295 227003
http://twitter.com/CherwellRecycle 

BLOXHAM DENTAL PRACTICE

&

BLOXHAM DENTAL @ BANBURY

We offer a full range of NHS & Private Services 
to maintain oral health and to enhance your smile

Now accepting new NHS Patients at both practices
Bloxham 01295 721030 Banbury 01295 257860

www.bloxhamdental.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON C. OF E. PRIMARY SCHOOL
You’re invited!
THE HOOK NORTON SCHOOL 

OLYMPIC/PARALYMPIC TORCH RELAY
Our very own Olympic Flame – representing peace, unity and friendship – will be paraded 

around Hook Norton (weather permitting!) by the children to mark the opening of our 
special International Week celebrating the Olympics and Paralympics. 

On Monday 5 March, we will begin outside of school with the raising of the Olympic flag 
and ‘lighting’ the torch. The Foundation Stage children will start the Torch Relay (approx 

9.30am), following the route below:

CLASS  MEETING POINT ROUTE   TO:
Foundation Stage School Car Park  The Glebe  Y1

Year �  The Glebe/Hollybush Round Hollybush Rd,  Y6

Year 6  Ironstone Hollow green Station Road, East End,  Y�

Year �  The Green   Chapel Street, High Street, Y5

Year 5  `The Sun  Netting Street,  Scotland End  Y4

Year 4  The Pear Tree  Clay Bank, The Bourne Y3

Year 3  Fire Station, Rectory Road,  School office

You’re invited!
To welcome our Flame, we hope members of the community will help celebrate by turning 

out along part of the route, making or providing welcoming flags/banners/bunting/
decorations, and spreading the word! Look out for the children passing by (or listen out 

– you will hear them coming!).
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Arrive home to a happy relaxed dog
	 Collection	and	drop	off	service
	 Individual	daily	care	plans	for	each	dog
	 Dedicated	staff	team
	 Large	secure	outdoor	play	and	exercise	paddocks
	 Large	indoor	play	area	with	non	slip	flooring
	 Rest	room	with	sofas	and	dog	beds
	 Doggie	holidays	and	sleepovers	available

For more information and bookings call Becky or Lisa on
01608 730594 or 07989 348878 / 07564 152611

e: enquiries@topdogdaycare.co.uk        www.topdogdaycare.co.uk

building a better future 

 

SPECIALIST 
LEGAL SERVICES FOR  

WHEN IT REALLY COUNTS 
 

DIVORCE, SEPARATION, CHILDREN 
AND ALL ASPECTS OF FAMILY LAW 

 

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY 
WILLS AND PROBATE 

Nicky Gough MA MSc LLM, Solicitor 
The Grain Store  Springfield Farm  Brailes  Oxfordshire  OX15 5JH 

 

www.cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk 
     

info@cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk 

01608 686590 
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THANK YOU ... FROM GLYN
Thank you to the Sixth Form Footballers of Chipping Norton School who rescued me on Wednesday 
30th November �0��.

Luckily for me, that Wednesday was a strike day so that when I fell in the field between Bourne 
Lane and the Sports Centre while walking my dogs they were there to rescue me. They were there 
to play football because the school was shut.

When my shouts were first heard, it was thought someone was simply calling dogs but when the 
boys realised I needed help, a group of them appeared and immediately and efficiently began to 
sort out the situation. Although I could not get up, I refused to believe I had hurt myself seriously: 
they clearly believed otherwise – quite correctly as it happened. Two of them carefully got me 
on my feet; another phoned for an ambulance and a fourth gave me a drink of water as I felt 
faint. They seemed to know what they were doing and I learned afterwards that several of them 
had done the Sports Leaders’ Course in First Aid. They were very kind and careful but also very 
firm, and only a little water was given to me at a time as they knew X-rays and surgery might well 
be necessary. The two who had me draped across their shoulders were Mikey and Dan, and my 
apologies if I have got their names wrong. Although not clinically overweight, I am no Twiggy and 
it was perhaps just as well that we were unaware that the only available ambulance was in Oxford. 
I have since heard that it was about an hour and a quarter before the ambulance came but in all 
that time my supporters never complained nor flinched. Another young man went out to the road 
to wait for the ambulance and, of course, had a long wait. Unfortunately, I do not know his name 
nor did I have a chance to thank him. I do remember that there were two Jacks and a Lloyd among 
the rescuers, and I am just sorry that I do not remember any of the other boys’ names. Meanwhile 
others of the group were trying to round up my dogs. One caused no problems but the other who 
is terrified of human beings, particularly energetic males became quite a problem, until she was 
coaxed into my car whereupon Helen Burchell generously and immediately offered shelter to dogs 
and car.

When the ambulance did appear the crew were so impressed with the treatment the boys had 
given to their patient that they particularly reported it in A & E.

My good luck did not end there as, on arrival at the hospital, there was a surgical team, an 
anaesthetist and a free operating theatre. As there was no queue for the X-ray, I was in F Ward in 
bed and eating supper by 6 p.m. As a result of all this prompt treatment my stay in hospital lasted 
only 48 hours and I am sure this is in no small part thanks to the help of my young rescuers. If 
anyone has hard thoughts about the youth of today, perhaps they would like to consider this small 
tale of a white-haired OAP lying in a wet field rescued by a group of lads who only wanted to play a 
game of football on a day off from school.

And furthermore if anyone has doubts about the neighbourliness of Hook Norton’s community, 
I can give first hand accounts of the kindness of people in dog-walking, shopping and generally 
taking care of those in need. So thank you most sincerely to everyone involved. Glyn Caviezel

..AND DENIS
I would like to use the Newletter to say a very big "thank you" to all those who have helped, 
offered help and conveyed good wishes after my accident on 4th January. Eve and I have been very 
grateful for all of this. I still have my leg in a splint but am otherwise well on the mend. Eve and I 
are most grateful for all of the help given and offered. It reminds us of the wonderful community in 
which we live. Many thanks  Denis Wynn.
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NEWS FROM HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury league matches Floodlit League: as I write this, our first team 
is top of Division �, and our second team is 6th in the same division. Our third team is 
�nd in Division 4.

Weekend League: our first team is 5th in Division �, while our second team is top of 
Division 4.

If you would like to play in a team, please contact Sue Glasson. 

Additional club session on Wednesday afternoon The additional Wednesday 
afternoon club sessions, starting from �pm are continuing. All adult members 
and juniors are welcome and this of course includes players who have joined as ‘Weekday only’ 
members.

Cardio Tennis Cardio Tennis taster sessions take place on Tuesday mornings from ��.30am to 
��.30pm and on Wednesday evenings 7–8 pm. The cost is £� each.

Contact Marc Gilkes: marcgilkes@fsmail.net

News from Junior Coaching and general coaching  Marc's junior coaching sessions started on 9 
January, including the Saturday morning indoor sessions, which take place in Hook Norton Primary 
School hall. Adult and cardio tennis sessions as well as rusty racquets are held at the tennis club.

To sign up or for more details please contact Marc Gilkes on 0��95 �65085 or 07930 406 0�5 or 
email marcgilkes@fsmail.net

Social A social evening will take place in March at the Sports & Social Club, where a number of 
awards will be presented and there will be a quiz. 

Some friendly matches are planned with nearby tennis clubs who are not necessarily in the 
Banbury League.

To find out more about Hook Norton Tennis Club, contact Sue Glasson: email her 
at: merrymoons�@aol.com

You can now get to our website through the Hook Norton village website: www.hook-norton.org.
uk as well at the Sport & Social website: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk. Or you can 
Google ‘Hook Norton Tennis’. Elaine Priestley

LIBRARY NEWS
Opening Hours:  Monday  �–5pm, 6–7pm  Wednesday  �–5pm

   Friday   �–5pm, 6–7pm  Saturday  9.30am–��.30pm

Hello Everyone, Firstly, I would like to apologise to those parents and children who turned up for 
the last two rhymetimes, which were cancelled at the last minute. This was beyond my control and 
I am sorry the events did not take place as planned.

However, we do have two more rhymetime dates arranged. These are for 0 to 3 year olds on 
Monday �7 February and Monday �6 March from �pm to �.30pm. Don’t forget, no tickets are 
needed, just come along and join in. 

Don’t forget we have computers with broadband here, which can be booked in advance for a one-
hour session, and also free access to Ancestry Online and Find My Past. 

Also weekly there are the Banbury Guardian and Oxford Times available to read along with 
magazines. Looking forward to seeing you all again soon.

Regards - Janet May, Library Manager
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� 5:00 PM  The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall
3 7:00 PM  Bingo Night    Sports & Social Club
3 8:30 PM  Late Nite Drop    Youth Hall
4 7:00 PM  Film Society – WW� films   Memorial Hall
6 7:30 PM  Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn
7 7:30 PM  Local History Group    Brewery Centre
8 �:30 PM  Reading Group    Library
9 ��:00 AM  Wheelers and Squealers   St Peter’s Church
9 5:00 PM  The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall
9 7:30 PM  Hook Norton Classic Wheels   Sun Inn
9 7:30 PM  Parish Council Meeting   Memorial Hall
�0 7:00 PM  Valentine's Bingo Night   Sports& Social Club
�0 7:30 PM  ‘Energize’ Youth Group   Youth Hall
�� 9:00 AM  Village Market    Memorial Hall
�� �0:00 AM  The Cotswold Guild of Weavers,   Baptist Schoolroom
�� 7:30 PM  Horse Racing Evening - Raise the Roof appeal Sports & Social Club
�3 7:30 PM  Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn
�5 7:30 PM  Garden Club    Memorial Hall
�6 5:00 PM  The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall
�6 8:00 PM  FOHNS Guinness & Games Night  Hook Norton School
�7 7:00 PM  ‘Outlook’ Youth group   Youth Hall
�7 7:30 PM  Horse Racing Evening   Sports & Social Club
�8 �0:00 AM  Police ‘Have Your Say' Meeting  St Peter's Church 
�8 7:00 PM  Film Society – Nosferatu   Memorial Hall
�8 7:30 PM  Just Desserts - Quiz Night   Baptist Hall
�0 7:30 PM  Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn
�� �:00 PM  WI Meeting    Baptist Hall
�3 �0:30 AM  Carry On Learning     St Peters Hall
�3 5:00 PM  The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall
�3 7:00 PM  Busy Bees Craft Club   Baptist Hall
�4 8:00 PM  Playgroup Quiz    Sports & Social Club
�5 9:30 AM  MESSIAH FROM SCRATCH WEEKEND  Primary School
�6 �:00 PM  MESSIAH FROM SCRATCH WEEKEND  St Peter’s Church
�6 7:00 PM  MESSIAH FROM SCRATCH PERFORMANCE St Peter’s Church
�7 7:30 PM  Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn

FEBRUARY VILLAGE DIARY
10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays Baptist Hall

10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays    St Peters

10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays Primary School

10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays  Baptist Hall

09:15AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays   Baptist Hall
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MARCH VILLAGE DIARY
10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays Baptist Hall

10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays    St Peters

10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays Primary School

10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays  Baptist Hall

09:15AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays   Baptist Hall

� 5:00 PM  The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall
� 7:00 PM  Bingo Night    Sports & Social Club
� 8:30 PM  Late Nite Drop    Youth Hall
3 10:00 AM  The Cotswold Guild of Weavers,  Baptist Schoolroom
3 7:00 PM  Film Society – How I Ended the Summer Memorial Hall
4 4:00 PM  Playgroup Spring Fayre   Playgroup
5 7:30 PM  Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn
6 7:30 PM  Local History Group    Brewery Centre
7 7.30 PM  Low Carbon Hook Norton   Brewery Centre
8 5:00 PM  The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall
8 7:30 PM  Hook Norton Classic Wheel  s Sun Inn
8 7:30 PM  Parish Council Meeting   Memorial Hall
9 7:00 PM  Bingo Night    Sports & Social Club
9 7:30 PM  ‘Energize’ Youth Group   Youth Hall
�0 9:00 AM  Village Market    Memorial Hall
�� 9:00 AM  Harriers' Race Day    Sports& Social Club
�� 7:30 PM  Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn
�4 �:30 PM  Reading Group    Library
�4 8:00 PM  Allotment Society AGM   The Sun
�5 5:00 PM  The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall
�6 ��:30 PM  Cheltenham Gold Cup Race Day  Sports & Social Club
�6 7:00 PM  ‘Outlook’ Youth group   Youth Hall
�7 7:30 PM  FOHNS St Patricks Evening   Hook Norton School
17 7:30 PM  Just Desserts Musical Evening   Baptist Hall
�9 7:30 PM  Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn
20 2:00 PM  WI Meeting    Baptist Hall
�� 7:30 PM  Garden Club    Memorial Hall
21 7:30 PM  Lent Meetings    St. Peter’s Church  
�� �0:30 AM  Carry On Learning     St Peters Hall
�� 5:00 PM  The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall
22 7:00 PM  Busy Bees Craft Club   Baptist Hall
�4 7:00 PM  Film Society – The Wild Child( L’Enfant Sauvage) Memorial Hall
�5 �0:00 AM  Sports Relief Mile Run   Sports & Social Club
226 7:30 PM  Come Dine with Me Competition Nights Sports & Social Club
�6 7:30 PM  Hooky Ukes    Sun Inn
27-30 7:30 PM  Come Dine with Me Competition Nights Sports & Social Club
�9 5:00 PM  The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall
31 7:30 PM  Come Dine with Me Competition FINAL  Sports & Social Club



58

LOST:  2 ½ STONE
FOUND:  MORE ENERGY, MORE, AGILITY AND A  

   GREAT DEAL OF FUN
WHERE?:  AT SLIMMING WORLD
I joined Slimming World in late August �0�� and I lost my first stone in five weeks; by week �9 
I had lost an amazing, life changing �½ stone. The weight loss was consistent, and I discovered 
a whole new way of eating and menu planning that was easy to maintain. I have struggled 
with weight and health problems for many years and I’ve tried just about every diet going; 
high protein, low protein, the egg and grapefruit diet, the high fibre diet (very anti-social that 
one!) and even the cabbage diet (great if you have long ears and a bobtail!). I’ve counted 
calories (good for my mental arithmetic skills, but not easy to fit into meal planning for the 
whole family), I’ve measured fat grams, etc., etc., but I really feel I have found the answer to 
slimming sensibly and enjoyably. This really is a way of losing weight without going hungry; 
it’s no quick fix quirky diet, it’s a way of optimising good wholesome food and applying sound 
healthy eating principles; it works!

The group I attend meets on Tuesday evenings at Hook Norton School under the direction 
of Slimming World consultant Lucy Brown; Lucy is a powerhouse of knowledge and 
encouragement, her enthusiasm and care motivates every member of the group, and her 
wonderful sense of humour brings an added enjoyment to sharing the weight-loss journey. 
Sharing is very much part of the success of Slimming World groups, you don’t have to stay 
after your weigh-in, but statistics show that those who do seem to achieve their target weight 
quicker. Discussing the highs and lows and the weight losses for the week (only if you want to) 
is empowering and encouraging – when you’re doing well, the group needs you, when you’re 
struggling, you need the group.

I’m continuing on my journey, and by the time you read this I hope to be nearing my 3 stone 
loss. So, male or female, young or older, whether you have a few ‘Christmas pounds’ to shift, 
or a few stones, if you’re thinking clothes sizes ‘aint what they used to be’ (how well we fool 
ourselves!) do come and join us; you have nothing to lose, except weight.   
        Jan Hughes

For more details of the group contact Lucy Brown on 01295 268639 

or visit www.slimmingworld.com.

CALLING ALL DOG & CAT LOVERS - One of the local veterinary surgeries is collecting items 
for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following to spare, they would be very gratefully 
received. Every few weeks the donations are distributed to the most needy animal shelters around 
the country. 

Old Dog Leads – Collars – Blankets – Towels – Beds – Dog Coats – Scratching Posts – Spare Food 
– Chews – Brushes – Combs – Shampoo – Toothpaste – In date Wormer / Flea Treatments – toys, 
etc.

Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's / cat's life a little happier. Anything not suitable 
will be divided between the RSPCA and PDSA charity shops in Banbury. Please spare a few minutes 
to search for any unwanted items mentioned above and recycle them for a very good cause. If you 
care to give me a call, I will be happy to deliver them. Many thanks. Hilary Wiseman
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HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Would you like to make better use of your PC?

Upgrades
Repairs

Internet Connections
Email Configuration

“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

Personalised design 
service and consultancy 
in your own home.

Beautiful Bespoke 
Curtains, Roman 
& Roller Blinds & Soft 
Furnishings, handmade to 
the highest standard

Advice on every 
kind of Fabric from 
numerous suppliers

Stylish complimentary 
Cushions & Loose 

Covers

Re-upholstery 
service

Custom made Bedspreads 
& Headboards

New Sofas & Chairs

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
email: info@annwoolgrove.com

www.annwoolgrove.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers 
to support families with children under 5 in their own 
homes. 
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you 
befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!
Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk
More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Applicants will be subject to a CRB check                          Registered Charity No: 1114860

•

•
•
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

 Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
 Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
 Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
 Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
 Specialist Letting and Management service.
 Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.

 Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111


