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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
•

We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers
to support families with children under 5 in their own
homes.
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you
befriend a local family in need?

•
•

Interested? Then come and join us!!
Contact Karen on 01295 266358
email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk
More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk
Applicants will be subject to a CRB check
Registered Charity No: 1114860

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice
01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com
Personalised design
service and consultancy
in your own home.
Beautiful Bespoke
Curtains, Roman
& Roller Blinds & Soft
Furnishings, handmade to
the highest standard
Advice on every
kind of Fabric from
numerous suppliers

Stylish complimentary
Cushions & Loose
Covers
Re-upholstery
service
Custom made Bedspreads
& Headboards

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
email: info@annwoolgrove.com
www.annwoolgrove.com

New Sofas & Chairs
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FROM THE EDITORS

NEWSLETTER TEAM

Advertising
Distribution
Proofreading
Sadly, we report the death of Emily (Betty)
Thomas. On behalf of the village we send our IT/Web Support
Treasurer
condolences to their families and friends.
Directory
Thank you to Patrick Fox for the cover
photograph this month.

CAN YOU HELP FILL THIS GAP?
Verity Calderan
Emma Callery
Martin Baxter
CAN YOU HELP FILL THIS GAP?
Diana Barber

Helen 		

Andy

		

helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk

TEXT AND ADVERTISING COPY DEADLINES

June issue			

15th May

RATES - CHEQUES PAYABLE TO HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER

Advert		

Third Page
Half Page		

SIZE 				
(128mm wide x 60mm high)		
(128mm wide x 90mm high)		

MONO

£10.00		
£15.00		

COLOUR
£20.00
£30.00

Please contact advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Text for Village activities				
Inserts for Village activities				

Free (a small donation is welcome)
On request from Andy Horne

Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to:
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

ANONYMOUS CONTRIBUTIONS
This month we have received a number of contributions to the Newsletter via the Post Office box,
all perfectly valid and in the normal run of things they would all be included among these pages.
Unfortunately, we can’t use a few of them as they are anonymous.
Please, please remember – we can’t publish anything when we don’t know who the author is.
Sometimes it may be that the writer wishes to withhold their name from publication and we can
accommodate that when appropriate, but we, the Editors, do need to know who you are. So next
time you are tempted to put pen to paper or finger to keyboard, do please put your name on it.
Gratefully yours,
The Eds.

THANK YOU!
Now that I have relinquished the responsibility for distributing the Newsletters, I should like
to thank the following for their help and support. Firstly to Janice my wife, who has helped
me with every delivery. Secondly to all the distributors who have diligently delivered to each
property within their round.
Finally to Andy Horne and Helen Foster for editing and producing this very useful publication for
the benefit of everyone in Hooky. Malcolm Black
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Need an energy boost?
Try Shiatsu and Reiki

with qualified, experienced Shiatsu practitioner and Reiki Master.
Do you have back pain? Are you pregnant?
Have you just had a baby and want to get back into shape?
Try one to one yoga sessions tailored to your needs,
with qualified, experienced yoga teacher.

Enquiries: Lorraine Newman BWY RT
Lorraineyoga@aol.com - 01608 730706

Interior Decorating
Quality Work ~ Reasonable Rates ~ Free Estimates

Call me on 738144 or 07887 508021

Alan Lewis
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RAISE THE ROOF RACE NIGHT
The Lions Club of Chipping Norton would like to thank the Raise the Roof
organising committee and the Hook Norton Sports and Social Club for their
enthusiastic help in making the Horse Race night on the 17 February 2012 a
resounding success. The generosity of the Race Sponsors is much appreciated
and lead to an enjoyable evening. Homemade nibbles tasted great. Thanks to
the cooks.

Race sponsors
John Perriss, Active Communication Ltd / Derek Brotherston, Acreman Aboriculture / Ben Acreman
Penny Perriss, R& Maintenance / Sean Bott, Banbury Blinds / John Player, Russell Collins

HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES –
SATURDAY 21 JULY 2012
The organising committee have started work on this year’s
beer festival. We hope that it will emulate the success of the
previous two years, since it moved to its present location in
the Rural Fayre field on the edge of the village. We are hoping
that despite the straitened times we find ourselves in, that the
brewers from around the country will still be able to donate
enough beer for the festival to generate a substantial amount
for both Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research (LLR) (www.
beatbloodcancers.org/) and a variety of local charities. Last year
we served over 100 different ales and ciders and managed to
raise £6,000 for LLR with another £6,000 distributed to local
groups.
As ever, we are very much dependent on willing volunteers in all aspects of preparation but
particularly the couple of days before, on the day itself, and clearing up the morning (or possibly
afternoon) after! The schedule we have requires the marquees to be up by the Wednesday so we
can erect the stillage (what the beer barrels rest on) on Thursday. This will allow the barrels to be
put in place on Friday, giving them 24 hours to settle before the festival so the beer can be served
in the best possible condition. We could do with a hand (well approximately 12 of them actually)
to set up the stillage and serving tables on Thursday afternoon/evening.
On the day we have teams of beer pourers, each doing one two-hour stint serving. It’s all good
fun and many of those who did it for the first time last year enjoyed it immensely. If you would
like to be part of a beer pouring team, please let us know at the email address below. We will also
need people to take money and issue the tickets.
One thing to remember and pass on to others is that the Rural Fayre Field is used for livestock the
rest of the year, so we would ask that you avoid bringing any glass or cans to the event. Security
staff will be asking anyone with glass or cans to remove them from the site. For the same reason
we will be using polycarbonate glasses again this year.
Finally there is the day after the night before ... It’s one way of blowing away the cobwebs and the
more people who help litter pick, clear up and put things back into storage, the quicker we can all
go for a quick hair of the dog ...Anyone who would like to contribute in any way should drop an
email to info@hookybeerfest.co.uk.
Check out the new website for more details and (beer related) news www.hookybeerfest.co.uk.
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ERIC WYATT
~ Washing Machine ~ Dishwasher ~ Tumble Dryer ~
~ Cooker ~ Vacuum Cleaner Repairs ~
No Call Out Charge
6 Round Close Road, Adderbury
Tel: 01295 811976 or 07831 595898
5 Star person wanted to join a friendly team in Little Compton
Are you reliable, well presented, flexible, cheerful & know the area, enjoy meeting people?
Do you have attention to detail, initiative & can work on your own in a lovely environment?

I am in need of additional part- time help at our 5 Star Gold accredited B&B on most
weekends from 8.30am – noon to help with breakfast service & housekeeping; the
occasional evening too for help with private dinners & parties.
We offer a good hourly rate with the opportunity to develop flexible/ additional working
hours to suit both parties. Occasional Bank Holidays will be required.
References are essential.
Please email wendy@theoldschoolbedandbreakfast.com
or telephone Wendy on 01608 674 588 or 07831 098271
between 8am – 4pm

Specialist in wallpapering, decorative effects, spraying, tiling,
coving, glazing, all interior/exterior painting
References and portfolio available, competitive prices

Tel: 01295 721206
davegreen.007@btinternet.com

mobile: 07790 394625
www.davegreendecorating.co.uk
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HOOKY PLAYERS
Following on from this year’s successful panto
‘Treasure Island’ we would like to thank all
of you who came along and supported the
production. We would also like to thank the
many unsung heroes who worked behind
the scenes helping to make the production a
success.
The Annual General Meeting of the Drama
Group took place on Friday 24 February at
which Brian Rider, the group chairman, resigned
after 11 years at the helm. Brian along with
his wife Sheila originally founded the group,
producing and directing his way through 22
productions. Anyone bold enough to undertake
a production will know just how difficult this is
and the Drama Group would like to extend their
sincere thanks to him for his dedication and
hard work. Brian, however, will remain on the
committee so we will not be losing his valuable
expertise.
We are pleased to announce that Sheila Rider
was elected as Vice Chairman and Tim Manning
was welcomed onto the committee in place of

Cate Whitehead
who also resigned
due to other
commitments.
Our attention
now focuses on
the summer play
where we are
exploring a number of options including plays
by Tom Stoppard and Alan Ayckbourn. The
dates for the play will be Wednesday, Friday
and Saturday, 13, 15 and 16 June.
We cannot hold a performance on Thursday 14
June as there will be a Parish Council meeting
that day.
We are always looking to welcome new
members in either acting or backstage, lighting
and sound. If you have thought of joining us or
would like further information on the Drama
Group and its activities please contact either
Sheila or myself.
Richard Wheelton, Chairman
Sheila Rider, Vice Chairman

ACTORS’ AND DIRECTORS’ WORKSHOP
Alasdair Brown and John McCormick will be running an Actors’ and Directors’ Workshop on
Saturday 14 April from 1 to 5 pm in the Baptist Hall. Its aim is to explore simple yet fundamental
acting techniques that can be used by actors to maximise their performance and for directors to
maximise the output from their actors. We would also like to demystify the techniques used in
acting and directing that result in effective productions. We will cover these areas using lots of
examples and games, so it'll hopefully be a lot of fun for everyone.
Anyone aged 16 years or older who’s interested is welcome to come, it's not just restricted to
Hooky Players’ members.
If you're interested in coming, please email John McCormick at kmccormick50@hotmail.co.uk
Thanks, John McCormick

DO SOMETHING AMAZING …
96 per cent of us rely on the other 4 per cent to give blood. Please don’t leave it to someone else.
If you’re generally healthy and aged between 17 and 65, on Thursday 12 April 2012 you can give
blood at Hook Norton primary school at 1.30–3.30pm and 4.15–7pm.
You can book an appointment or check out what happens to your blood at www.blood.co.uk.
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HOOKY PET CARE
Pets fed and fussed
whilst owners away
Please call Hilary Wiseman

01608 730090
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PARISH COUNCIL SNIPPETS
Memorial Hall
The Parish Council is grateful to the Film Society for paying for the front door of the Memorial Hall to
be repaired after it was damaged by vandals.

Housing Needs Survey
A housing needs survey is being carried out by the Parish Council (Cherwell District Council currently
has 22 families with connections to Hook Norton on their register). Results from the survey should
be available at the Parish Council meeting on 12 April.

Potential development: Stanton Engineering site
AC Lloyd (Builders) Ltd gave a presentation to the Parish Council on 8 March and a number of
residents saw proposed plans for the site. They also held an open meeting in the Memorial Hall on
22 March from 4 to 8pm. They will submit a full planning application for the site to Cherwell District
Council at the end of March.

Proposed Bourne Lane development
The Parish Council invited Engage Planning to the March meeting to allow a short discussion to
take place about proposals for this development. Engage Planning declined the invitation on the
afternoon of the Parish Council meeting.

GARDEN CLUB
The Club year began with a presentation on
behalf of the Bumblebee Conservation Trust
by Richard Hopkins of Applegarth Nurseries.
Bumblebees are important pollinators,
particularly early and late in the season, and
we can assist in their survival by growing the
right plants in our gardens. On 21 March we
look forward to welcoming Tony Russell to
give a presentation on Japanese gardens.
When you read this we will be preparing for
the Spring Show on 14 April in the school. All
members will have received an Entry Form and
Schedule through their letterboxes and copies

can also be obtained from the Village Shop
or Post Office, or on the Registration of Entry
Night on Wednesday 11 April between 7 and
8pm in the Memorial Hall. Please support this
event – there is something for everyone to try
–especially children.
This year the Club's day visit by coach will be
on 10 June. Sir Harold Hillier’s Garden, Nr.
Romsey, has a collection of trees and shrubs
from around the world and the Garden Centre
will be a delight for plantaholics. To book a
place, phone Malcolm Black
or see him at the Spring Show on 14 April.
Verity Calderan

DEDDINGTON WRITING COMPETITION
The Writing Competition run in conjunction with the Deddington Festival, Oxfordshire, is open to
all and offers a cash prize for the winner and runner-up in both the story (up to 2,000 words) and
poetry (up to 36 lines) sections. Additionally all whose work is shortlisted will receive a critique
from the judge to help them towards more writing. The theme for the competition in both
categories is open.
The closing date for all entries is 16 April 2012. Full details can be obtained from Hughm34@
btinternet.com or by sending a stamped addressed envelope to DWG Competition, 7 The Daedings,
Deddington, Banbury OX15 ORT Sylvie Nickels, Deddington Writers' Group
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Hook Norton
Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School, off Osney Close
Queen Street, Hook Norton
OXON. OX15 5QH
Tel: 01608 730560
Registered Charity no: 1032151
Registered Voucher Provider no: 11234677

			
		
Times			
Morning Playgroup			
9am – 12 noon		
Pick up from nursery			11:30am – 12:30pm
Lunch Club				12 noon – 12:30pm
Take to Nursery				12:30pm		
Afternoon Playgroup			12:30pm – 3:30pm
Pick up from School			
3:15pm			
After School Club				
3:15pm – 6:00pm		

Costs
£9.50
£1.50
£1.50
£1.50
£9.50
£1.00
£3.00 per hour

All services available Monday - Friday

Ofsted September 2010 OUTSTANDING
25th April, 7.30pm
Brewery Visitor’s Centre
http://hook-norton.org.uk

Ever wondered how to :
 Get your group onto the village website?
 Your event into the village diary?
 An advert for your (local) business on the web for FREE?
 Or show the world your brilliant photos?

Or just wondered who runs the village website, and why they
do what they do? And what they are planning to do next?
Come along to the Village Website Annual Meeting
and get the answers to some of those questions.
Bring your bright ideas of what else
the website could usefully cover
(the web master has banned a few ‘interesting’ ones!)

and see what we can do.

See you there!
10
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BIRD AND
BAT BOXES
AVAILABLE

Handmade, better than the ones
you buy in a shop. Ours last
between 0 and 5 years, as proven
in Shotover Country Park.
We have two styles of tit boxes, one
with hole on the front and other
with hole on the side. No difference
for the birds, but more interesting
for us to make. These boxes can go
on any wall or tree as long as they
are not facing west.
We have a robin nest box, which has
an open front, and these should be
buried deep inside a bush or conifer
as they like to be hidden. These
shouldn't face west either.
The bat boxes need to be sited
south, south west or west.
We are selling them for £7 each,
nothing wrong with them, just left
over from another job that didn't
need as many as we thought.
Contact: Stuart Mabbutt at
shotoverhermit@hotmail.com

Hook Norton Playgroup’s

4

th

Year

Summer Fete
+ BBQ
Saturday 23rd June
2pm till 7pm


Untitled-1 11

27/3/12 08:50:22

Taking you where you want to go...

A modern first class reliable service
for all your coaching needs
14 – 70 seat coaches available
Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, OX16 4RZ

www.cheneycoaches.co.uk











2
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L. J. MULLINS PAINTING & DECORATING
Domestic & Commercial
Circa. 60 References ALWAYS SUPPLIED
Interior & Exterior
Fully Insured ~ Competitive Pricing ~ Free Quotations
Also, providing general maintenance to your Home or Office

T: 07815 288909 or 01295 264117
E: lee.j.mullins@gmail.com

THANK YOU!
Chris and Andrew Town would like to
thank Marcus, who was first to arrive
after their 999 call at 4am on 16 February.
They received an excellent response
from all the services and, thankfully,
Andrew was home by teatime after it was
established it was not his heart. Many
thanks to all concerned.

HOOK NORTON
BRASS BAND
SPRING CONCERT
Saturday, 19 May, St Peter's Church,
Hook Norton at 7.30pm, free admission,
refreshments and retiring collection in aid of
Band funds.
The evening includes both the Main Band
– who have recently completed their first
CD recording called 'Hooky Gold' and
showcasing a varied selection of music – and
the Training Band, all under the Musical
Direction of Jenny Barrie. CDs will be on sale
on the evening of the concert.
Rachel Hemmings, Publication Officer, Hook
Norton Brass Band
13
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lery and Crockery for Hire
C ut
Are you holding an event that you need to
hire cutlery and crockery for?
I have enough for 120 people including
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls
and serving spoons.
15p an item, and return it dirty!
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.
From private dinner parties for 10 to the one off
party for 120 guests all you need to do is call:

Vicky Taylor
on
01295 780206 / 07841 910037
www.swacliffegrange.com

Oil Boiler Servicing
Oil Aga Servicing

New Oil Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156
Emergency Breakdowns:

07973 128987

14
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK
My favourite time of year is here, and yet with a copy deadline of 15 March this April issue will just
miss out on most of the delights that spring will no doubt offer.
Remnants of winter include this beautifully
photographed redwing submitted
Gary Parkinson after February’s brief flirtation with snow.
I urge more of you to get out with your cameras and send
me some of your pictures. Yes, with limited space I will
be very selective about what is published, but don’t let
that put you off. Even the most common subjects can
produce beautiful images. Unusual wildlife or behaviour,
even if the picture quality is poor, will be considered too.
you can, provide a brief story behind the image to give it
some flesh.

by

If
Redwing – a very welcome visitor

Thanks to the generally mild conditions, spring kicked off early
for some. While walking at dusk next to a large thicket to the south of the village in mid-February I
heard some bizarre croaking noises coming from two locations – vaguely familiar, but at the time I
couldn’t identify them. Then as I stood among the branches watching the birds coming in to roost,
the unmistakable silhouette of a woodcock passed over my
head, heading out across the meadow. On returning home,
I dipped into a birdsong app on my iPad (yes, I know, after
hanging up my anorak) and there it was, clear as a bell, as
if I was back at the thicket. The caption read, ‘... the song of
the male woodcock, heard during the courtship display flight
(dawn and dusk, April to June), consists of 3 or 4 frog-like
croaks ...’. Two months early, but for them spring had kicked
off.
These incredibly shy and reclusive birds are seldom seen. One
Woodcock in winter (with
or two are sometimes put up during pheasant shoots and
thanks to Alan Tilmouth, www.
killed. What there is in terms of flesh is supposed to be dark
northumbrianwildlifetours.co.uk
and tasty, and the robust little pin feathers on the wings are
treasured by artists (for fine line work) and game fishermen, who insert them enthusiastically into
their flies. But I can only enjoy this quirky, enigmatic and rather beautiful animal as a bird of the
woods, and now, thankfully, to be left in peace until the autumn.
Spring is a time for getting out and about, living life to the full. So (at the risk of incurring the wrath
of Hook Norton Low Carbon), why not get in your car (or a Hooky Car Club VW) and discover the
wild world beyond your doorstep.

Face to face with a feisty female
– but this one means me no harm

This time of the year I like to venture into the Cotswolds to
enjoy species that cannot be found in the parish of Hook
Norton. Top of that list is the adder and April is the month to
spot them. Last April I joined reptile expert Nigel Hand who
was in the area catching adders in order to collect DNA swabs
for a national survey on adder genetics. The issue is that
because of road developments and habitat destruction, adder
populations are becoming increasingly small and isolated,
resulting in inbreeding, which further threatens their survival.
(There used to be populations around here, for example on
Tadmarton Heath, but they are long gone.) Though the results
15
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!

DID YOU KNOW you have a very friendly village group that meets every
TUESDAY from 6.30pm in the School Study Centre. The group is fantastic, fun,
motivational & totally inspiring & YOU can come along any week with
absolutely NO OBLIGATION to join So come and find out what we get up to and
how much fun it is to get SLIM, FIT & HEALTHY the SW way!

If you feel you would like to lose a little weight in 2012 and want to do it with a
smile on your face then come along and find out more! YOU can eat fabulously
filling meals like eggs, chips & beans, cooked breakfasts and curry & rice, steak,
chips & salad and STILL lose weight! You can EVEN have a cheeky glass of wine
or a beer or even chocolate or crisps – every day if you need to!

Call Lucy 01295 268639 or just drop in one Tues evening!

16
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are not yet published, I understand that the DNA analysis shows
distinct differences between the populations, which suggests
that much-needed genetic mixing is not happening. Here Nigel is
measuring an enormous, vividly marked, male adder (females are
bigger than males) at a secret Cotswold location where the adders
are considerably larger than the national average. Whether this is
down to genetics or simply that these are all very old adders and
there is a worrying lack of younger individuals remains to be seen.
It was a memorable day, and I enjoyed some very close encounters,
as this photograph of a large female shows. I will be back this April.
I end this Notebook with an apology to Ben. At least I think that’s
his name, but I deleted his voicemail and when I spoke to him on
the phone I was in the car and had no pen to hand. Ben reported a
sighting that will raise a few eyebrows but, equally, roll a few eyes.
While walking on the footpath towards Rollright he saw a roe deer
run out of cover in the valley below, closely pursued by what he
could only imagine to be a large cat. I think he subsequently saw
the unsuccessful ‘beast’ appear empty pawed and wander back
into the trees.

Male adder in a measuring tube

Big cats have been in the news a lot, especially following several sightings in the Stroud area. DNA
tests on a stripped deer carcass in February failed to identify any cat signs, finding only traces of fox. If
the presence of big cats is to be proven, then I think DNA will be the key, and it surprises me that this
approach has not been widely used on supposed cat kills.
So make of this what you will. My mind remains open, though in this case because it was daylight,
and there are much easier prey nearby in the form of sheep, I suspect a zealous dog. I would love to
be proved wrong. Now that would be a photo worth publishing!
Patrick Fox, 01608 684801, 07702 853680, PFeditorial@gmail.com

Clay Pigeon Shoot
In aid of St Peter’s Church Restoration Fund
On Saturday 23 June 2012 From 11am onwards At Moors House, Station Road, Hook Norton
OX15 5LS. Please send form and cheque to David Shepley-Cuthbert at this address.
Prizes for best Team and Individual Scores
Per Gun £25 for 50 clays and refreshments / Non-shooting Supporters £5 each for refreshments
Cartridges must be fiber wad. They will be available for sale on the day or bring your own.
Cheques payable to : St Peters Hook Norton Restoration Fund
Entry Form (limited places – Please book early )
Team		
Name of Guns
Gun 1				
………………………………………………………..………
Gun 2				
………………………………………………………..………
Gun 3				
………………………………………………………..………
Gun 4				
………………………………………………………..………
Team Leader Email address		
………………………………..
Telephone
..………………………………
Mobile ………………………………..
I enclose my cheque for 		
£………………….
17
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ST PETER’S CHURCH RESTORATION APPEAL
Since my last update I am delighted to report that we have broken the £80,000 mark
on the Church thermometer.
There have been some memorable events during the past two months. The
Celebration Dinner held at Hook Norton Primary School on Saturday 21 January gave
such pleasure to many. There were 18 members of our community who received
the Awards. The Horse Race Night on Friday 17 February was such a lively and fun
evening. A big thank you goes to the Chippy Lions and the Sports and Social Club for
their support. Finally, the Messiah from Scratch held on the 25 and 26 February was a weekend to
remember. Experts said they had never heard a better performance of this wonderful music. Thank
you to all the musicians, singers and especially the conductor Shauni McGregor.
We are still receiving new donations for the Appeal and the amazing ongoing fund-raisers, Snowball
Lunches and John Morris’s knife sharpening, continue to swell the coffers.
There is no time to rest on our laurels as we aim for the next £40,000 of our target.
By the time we go to press we will have held the Car Treasure Hunt – I hope nobody is still driving
around the countryside looking for the clues!
Events already planned over the next three months are:
• Friday 20 April St George’s Dinner & Dancing to Pete Watkins & his Band at St Peter’s
Church, 7.30pm. Contact: Rita, Elaine, Kevin.
• Sunday 13 May, ‘What the Dickens?’ – A Bicentenary Celebration of the great man’s
birth with readings, songs and delicious tea at St Peter’s Church, 3pm.
• Sunday 17 June, Tudor Hall Girls’ Concert with refreshments at St Peter’s Church, 3pm.
• Saturday 23 June Clay Pigeon Shoot.
• Saturday 30 June and Sunday 1 July Open Gardens in Hook Norton.
All these events will be well advertised, but please put the dates in your diaries.
Thank you all for your continuing support.David Shepley-Cuthbert, Chairman, Appeal Committee

MUSEUM JUBILEE ALERT
The Village Museums intend to take part in the Jubilee celebrations with an ongoing exhibition;
they have already marked the Accession of Queen Elizabeth II with a display. On 28 April 2012 at the
Brewery’s Open Day, the Museums also hope to stage a photographic interactive session to which
you are invited. Ladies, come along and ‘Be a Queen’ (your consort will be welcome)! The results of
this session will then be revealed at the Jubilee Celebrations in early June when the Brewery Visitor’s
Centre will take part in the occasion.
The Museums are also preparing an area devoted to life in Hook Norton in 1952/53 when there was
still much ‘austerity’ and vestiges remained of war-time rationing and restrictions. Some elements
of life were beginning to reveal a lighter approach and a new young Queen dedicated herself to her
subjects.
On 2 June 1953 the world learnt that New Zealander Edmund Hillary and Sherpa Tenzing had
conquered Everest. Gordon Richards was the winning jockey of the Derby, one race he had never
won, actually beating Aureole, the Queen’s horse. If you feel you could contribute with photographs
of Hooky or any memorabilia of the time, we should be pleased to hear from you soon. (We are good
at returning borrowed items.)
Barbara Hicks barbara.k.hicks@btinterent.com
Patrick Summerell patricksummerell@btinternet.com
19
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CLASSIC CAR CLUB
I am in an optimistic mood as I write this,
the daffodils are out, there is blossom on the
trees and the birds are singing. So in my mind
spring is well and truly on the way and it’s
time to think about what we are going to do
with the cars.
We are very fortunate to live in a wonderful
part of England, gentle rolling hills, woodland
copses, meandering streams and beautiful
villages all close to good old Hooky. So come
and join us on Sunday 15 April for the first
ever Hook Norton Classic Wheels Treasure
Hunt in support of Arthritis Research and the
Thames Valley Air Ambulance.
Fiesta or Ferrari, Lada or Lamborghini, sports
car, salon car, classic car or people carrier, it
doesn’t matter. All that matters is that you
turn up and enjoy yourself. This will be a great
day out for everyone. All you need to do is
get your thinking head on, follow the clues
around ten villages and work out where the
end destination is.
The hunt is open to anyone and participation
is free. There will be trophies for the three
who complete the course in the shortest

ROAD CLOSURE IN
THE SIBFORDS
(Burdrop / Mannings Hill)
Temporary Road Closure / ‘No Waiting’
Restriction 26 April 2012 for approximately 7
working days.
In the interests of public safety it will be
necessary for Oxfordshire County Council to
close the road as detailed above in order to
facilitate footway maintenance works. A ‘No
Waiting’ restriction, as indicated by yellow
cones, will be in place, where necessary, to
coincide with the closure.
Access will be maintained for emergency
service vehicles and those residents within

distance plus other great prizes at the end
of the day. All we ask is that you make a
donation to one of the charities.
Start the day with a great English breakfast in
the Sun and at the end of the run we will have
a BBQ. £1 from each breakfast and BBQ will
go to charity. Breakfast and BBQ will need to
be booked and paid in advance.
Register your interest by dropping an email to
alan@fantasticroads.com or call 738144.
Other events we will be organising/attending
are:

1 April Shakespeare County Raceway
6 May Cotswolds Car Museum, Bourtonon-		

the-Water

14–16 June Le Mans 24 hours
20–22 July Silverstone Classic
19 August Tewksbury Classic Car show
26–27 August Blenheim Classic Car Show
2 September Fly to the Past, Oxford
Airport
Don’t forget second Thursday of the month
at 7.30pm in the Sun. Come and meet us,
have a chat and be part of the fun. Alan

the closure area, subject to the progress
of the works. Access routes will depend on
exactly where the works vehicles are at any
time and may need to be negotiated with the
gang on site as necessary.
Please note that road closures are generally
signed from junction to junction. This is to
deter drivers from driving right up to the
closure points and then having to reverse
or make tight turns. We are, though, very
aware that drivers often ignore signage, both
permanent and temporary, and increasingly
they just follow their Satnavs!
Further information regarding the works
may be obtained by contacting Ralph Green,
OCC Highways & Transport on 0845 310 11
11.
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MUSIC AT THE CROSSROADS 2012
SATURDAY 7 JULY 2012
Summer will soon be here and Music at the Crossroads, the Hook Norton music
festival, will be held on Saturday 7 July. We thank our local villagers who attend the
event and help raise much-needed funds for our village groups and worthy causes,
while enjoying a full day of family friendly entertainment.
MAC has raised more than £60,000 since 2001 and made donations to Leukaemia
Research, Fire Service Fund, Air Ambulance, Katharine House Hospice, our village
primary school and a host of local organisations and youth groups.
The amazing Kast Off Kinks are coming back to headline our festival, not a tribute act,
the Kast Off Kinks feature members of the Kinks and will bring some special guests. The
supporting bill features a mix of local and national talent representing a wide variety of
folk, blues and rock music.
Other acts include acoustic performances from Vulnerable Adults and Rachel Gittus,
folk and roots music from The Linda Watkins Band, Palmerstone and Welsh singer
songwriter Nick Ward. There is local new Hooky talent from the wonderful Mini Band,
Flotsam Jets and Rebecca and The Roses. The FUSS take us back to classic 70s’ disco
and The Duckworths to 70s’ and 80s’ ‘New Wave’ hits. Modern rock from Man Make
Fire. Techno from Strobecircus and a tribute to Free from Freewheelin’.
There will be children’s entertainment, a range of food and the famous Hook Norton
Beer tent.
The Friday Night Special at the MAC venue on Friday 6 July features the fantastic ska
covers band The Inflatables, there will be a curry and the Beer Tent. Tickets for Friday
on sale at MAC ticket outlets (see below). Priced £5.
Special priced Early Bird Tickets available for our village residents are available from all
village pubs, Post Office and the Village Shop until 30 April.
There will be Kick-Off Nights of live music at the Sun and the Brewery Visitor’s Centre
(see website for more details).
Ticket available from: Post Office, Village Shop, the Gate Hangs High, the Sun, the
Bell and the Pear Tree, Brewery Visitor’s Centre, Jaffé and Neale – Chipping Norton,
Elephant and Castle – Bloxham and One Man Band – Banbury.
Ticket prices:
Adults: £20 or £6 in advance if purchased before  July.
Youths (–7): £0 or £8 in advance (before  July).
Early Bird (until 30 April): Adult £14, Youth £6.
More information can be found on the website (www.hookymusic.co.uk).
We are always looking for help in running the event. If you would like to get involved,
any help you can provide is appreciated, please contact us through our website or call
Pete or email Phil on phil@hookymusic.co.uk.
Hook Norton Charitable Association.
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Arrive home to a happy relaxed dog
Collection and drop off service
Individual daily care plans for each dog
Dedicated staff team
Large secure outdoor play and exercise paddocks
Large indoor play area with non slip flooring
Rest room with sofas and dog beds
Doggie holidays and sleepovers available

For more information and bookings call Becky or Lisa on

01608 730594 or 07989 348878 / 07564 152611
e: enquiries@topdogdaycare.co.uk

www.topdogdaycare.co.uk

Automotive

Motor Vehicle Technicians - Hook Norton
Keeping you on the road !
Servicing ~ Repairs ~ Diagnostics ~ MOT testing ~ Tyres ~ Batteries
Exhausts ~ All Vehicle Makes and Models & Motorcycles Catered for
Up to half the labour cost of main dealers and Independent Garages
Collection and Delivery

07837 821078

www.bgmautomotive.co.uk
SPECIALIST
LEGAL SERVICES FOR
WHEN IT REALLY COUNTS
DIVORCE, SEPARATION, CHILDREN
AND ALL ASPECTS OF FAMILY LAW

building a better future

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
WILLS AND PROBATE

01608 686590

Nicky Gough MA MSc LLM, Solicitor
The Grain Store Springfield Farm Brailes Oxfordshire OX15 5JH

www.cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk
info@cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk
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PARISH
TRANSPORT
Hi, I am your long lost Parish
Transport Representative (PTR)!
I have attended a couple of PTR
meetings in Oxford, which have
been rather a waste of time as
the discussions centre around
Oxford. We have been lucky
enough to keep our (very good)
service no. 488 on a nearly
hourly basis, so I have had little
to rattle my sabre about.
I am hoping that someone out
there would feel enthusiastic
enough to take this job over
from me. If so, please let me or
the Parish Council know.
I have had a letter from Emily
Lewis who is ORCC Community
Transport Advisor about
Parish Councils and their role
in supporting and providing
local community transport. It is
about setting up a scheme for
Dial-a-Ride and other schemes
for community transport and
finding volunteer drivers.
I don’t feel in a position to
further this, so this might also
be a role for the new PTR.
Please ring Isita Pickering
for further information.
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THAMES VALLEY POLICE
The Banbury Rural Neighbourhood Team are holding an
open day on Saturday 10 March 2012 at the new police
post in Deddington Library. Members of the team and
our volunteers will be present to discuss any local issues
that the police can assist with. Tea, coffee and cake will be on offer, too, so we look forward to
seeing as many of you there as possible.

Auto crime
On Saturday 25 February, three teams of special constables patrolled the rural villages
both north and south of Banbury. They were targeting auto crime offenders using vehicles
to commit offences. During the operation two vehicles were stop-checked by officers and
the occupants spoken to. No further action was taken in relation to either vehicles or their
occupants.

Rural thefts
On Friday 24 February whilst on high visibility patrols, a suspicious vehicle was reported
depositing batteries and scrap metals in Bloxham. The driver was stopped by officers and was
subsequently arrested by PC O’Leary for driving offences. He was charged for various driving
offences and reported for collecting scrap items without the appropriate waste carrier’s
certificates.

Crime news
Between 3 and 11 February 2012 a farm trailer was stolen from The Paddocks Farm, Twyford,
Adderbury.
On 16 February 2012 a vehicle was broken into at Traitors Ford, Hook Norton. A handbag
containing jewellery and money was stolen from the vehicle. The handbag was later recovered
in the vicinity of the offence with the money and cards missing.

Have your Say
During February and March we conducted two Have Your Say meetings in Hook Norton Font
Café.
You can now send non-emergency messages to us using the online form that is available on the
Thames Valley Police website. A number of people have already sent their concerns using this
method. For you to do that please follow the link https://reportonline.thamesvalley.police.uk
Please allow some time for us to get back to you as we check our mailbox only at certain times
of the day.
Should you have any problems or concerns, please phone the Thames Valley Police nonemergency number on 101 or email BanburyRuralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk In an
emergency please dial 999.

DOG FOULING
We would like to highlight the increasing incidences of dog fouling that are taking place in the
village. At present the footpath leading from Hollybush Road through to The Glebe, Mobbs Lane
and the grassy area on the corner of The Glebe and Sibford Road by the school are disgusting. This
is a health hazard to the children on their way to school, it is offensive and it is the law. You can
be fined up to £1,000 if you don't pick up your dog dirt. While we appreciate the majority of dog
owners in the village have a responsible attitude, we would appeal to the others to please clean up
after their dogs! F Presly and E Wollerton
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www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960

Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641 Hook Norton, OX15 5DD
Extensive range of new
and used vehicles
Part exchanges
welcome
Servicing of all makes
at competitive rates
Mitsubishi ASX 4x4 & 2WD
Fuel efficient, smart, compact crossover

Parts Bodyshop MOT

For a Totally Professional Service and Peace of Mind with
all your Oil and Water Storage Requirements
•
•
•
•

Domestic Oil Tank Installations
Safe Disposals and Services
AGA and Boiler Servicing
Fuel Depots

TEL: 01386 853 030
E-MAIL: info@domestictankservices.com

Now is the
time to ch
eck
your Tank

24 Hour Emergency Call Out for Failed or
Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework
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HOOK NORTON ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION
Spring has sprung, or at least is sprunging on Hook Norton’s allotments. The soil has been warming
up as the days lengthen, bringing more warmth from the sun and forcing green shoots of life from
the earth. It’s the most exciting time of the year as allotmenteers begin to emerge shyly from their
long winter hibernation and begin the round of tilling, planting, cultivating and weeding in the
hope and expectation of bountiful harvests later in the year.
The jobs on the allotment may be endless, but also give endless pleasure. There’s nothing like the
joy of watching seeds germinate or potatoes chit; the sweaty pleasure of digging and then resting
on your spade to chat with a neighbour or just looking around at the lovely views or feeling the
warmth of the soil on your fingers as you plant out onion sets and other produce.
Naturally, there are constant setbacks and battles. Will there be enough rain at the right time? Will
we be able to defend our plots against the depredations of pigeon, rabbit, mouse and bug? And it’s
best not to let nightmares of black spot, rust and blight get you down, because although there will
be failures – there always are – it makes the successes taste all the better. The sweet succulence
of the first raspberry, or sitting down to a meal when you can say, ‘We grew all these vegetables’ is
unsurpassable.
This season there are more than the usual number of new allotment holders starting their first
season. That’s because some of the whole plots that have been given up have been divided in two.
They will be made very welcome and find a wealth of help and advice, cuttings and loan of tools
from a very friendly bunch of fellow gardeners. And the great news for plot holders in the lower
half of the allotments is that a water tank can be installed and fed by siphon from the existing tank
at the top of the allotments. That’s filled regularly by the Hook Norton Fire Service, for which we
are all extremely grateful. Ian Buchanan

THE WAY WE
MANAGE YOUR
HEALTH RECORDS
IS CHANGING
The NHS in England is
introducing the NHS Care
Records Service to improve
the safety and quality of
patient care. These secure
electronic records will give
healthcare professionals
faster, easier access to reliable
information about you to help
with your care – particularly
in an emergency, or if you see
a doctor out-of-hours when
your GP practice is closed.
Your care records will be
made up of two parts:
The national Summary

Care Record – this record is
held nationally and will be
available across England to
support emergency care and
will contain three things: your
allergies, your medications
and any adverse reactions to
medicines that you have.
The local Oxfordshire Care
Summary – this is ‘view
only’ and will contain more
detailed information than
the national Summary
Care Record. It will only be
available to local healthcare
professionals involved in your
treatment in Oxfordshire.
Every individual in
Oxfordshire aged 16 years
old and over* will receive a
patient letter at the beginning
of April 2012 asking them to
choose whether they want

these care records. If you are
a parent or guardian, you
will need to make this choice
on behalf of your child, or
support them in making their
own decision if you feel they
are mature enough to do so.
(*or who will be 16 by the
end of June 2012)
For more information visit
www.oxfordshirepct.nhs.uk/
healthrecords or contact the
information lines at:Summary
Care Records telephone 0300
123 3020 Oxfordshire Care
Summary telephone 01865
428886
Better access to reliable
patient information means
safer, quicker decisions to
support your care
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James Holiday Ltd
Antiques
Psssst
Have you heard the secret
Trade Antiques Warehouse now open to the public 5 days a week
You will find a huge, ever changing selection of furniture from fine antiques to vintage retro
Plus kitchenalia, glass ,porcelain, pottery, garden items and much more.
It’s your chance to buy where the trade buy.
We are also interested in buying antiques

Open Mon – Fri 9.30 – 4.30
Wychford Lodge Farmhouse, Hook Norton. OX15 5BX
Tel: 01608 730101 Email: james@jamesholiday.co.uk

DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors

6a Market Place, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5NA
Tel: 01608 643036 Fax: 01608 641025
e-mail: wynnlaw@tiscali.co.uk
Conveyancing (Written quotations on request).
Matrimonial & Family
Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business.
Home visits easily arranged for the housebound.
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES
We were looking for a different Mother's Day craft to do this year with the guides, and Megan
came up with the idea of making tissue box covers with découpage, having done one herself over
the Christmas break. I was able to track down some lovely mdf tissue box holders from a company
in Harrogate and we used découpage tissue paper from Hobbycraft in Bicester and uva glue and
then varnished them. The girls took two weeks to finish their tissue box covers and were really
pleased with the end results – I hope the mums were pleased with them too.
Julie Wood,
st Hook Norton Guides

GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
There are seven after-school clubs running this term, including the introduction of Tag Rugby. Film
Club continues to be popular on Fridays after school – a nice way to end the week, particularly on
cold wintry afternoons.
Reception and Year 1 enjoyed taking part in a Dance Workshop led by Claire Wallace who
introduced some inspiring physical expression. Enthused by the music that was played and a host
of colourful creatures from the animal kingdom, the children’s imagination allowed them to be
giraffes, parrots, monkeys, elephants with some intriguing dance moves.On Shrove Tuesday, the
school held a pancake race, which was one by Class 2.
Years 5 and 6 enjoyed a thrilling workshop on rockets and learned some fascinating facts about
space and astronauts. Using household objects and chemical reactions to launch their own space
crafts – well, it’s hardly rocket science … but it was great fun.
Fundraising - At the beginning of this term, the Friends of Great Rollright hosted a fabulous event,
which raised over £8. Stars in their Eyes was a huge success and really made all involved very
proud to be a part of the school and the village. The ‘star-studded’ cast included: Matthew Kelly
(host), the Spice Girls, Queen, Lady Ga-Ga, Jedwood, Sonny & Cher, Take That, Susan Boyle and
Tina Turner. The panel of Year 6 judges were as entertaining as the acts and shunned any attempts
at bribery from parents and staff who took to the stage. All acts showed amazing courage to stand
on a brightly lit stage and perform to a supportive audience and we were all quite surprised at the
hidden talent that the show brought out. The votes were cast and in st place was Queen, 2nd:
Tina Turner and 3rd: Take That. The karaoke that followed was a big hit with the younger members
of the audience. We will definitely be putting on Stars in their Eyes again, so watch this space!
Great Rollright Summer Fete - Saturday 7 July
Please contact the school office for further details about any of our activities. Tel. 01608 737202
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NATIONAL FEDERATION
OF
WOMEN’S INSTITUTES
OXFORDSHIRE FEDERATION
HOOK NORTON W.I.
PROGRAMME: 2012-2013
Meetings on the
3rd Tuesday of the Month
In
The Baptist Hall
At
2pm
Visitors Welcome
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2012
Tuesday, 17th April
Art in the Ashmolean- Alice Foster
Competition: A postcard of a painting
Tuesday, 17th April, 7pm
Spring Group Meeting at Cropredy
Tuesday, 15th May
An African Adventure or Two – a volunteer’s story
- Alan Wolstencroft
Competition: African artefact
Tuesday, 19th June
My life as a Bluebell Girl - Anne Clifford
Competition: Royal memorabilia
Tuesday, 26th June
Summer Lunch
Tuesday, 17th July
Garden Party
Tuesday, 21st August
Summer Outing to Althorp House
Tuesday, 18th September
The Mystery of Agatha Christie - Nick Channor
Competition: A holiday souvenir
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Tuesday, 16th October
Campaign to Protect Rural England -80 years in
Oxfordshire. - Helen Marshall
Competition: Woodland photograph
Thursday, 15th November
Coffee morning - Bring and Buy
Tuesday, 20th November
Banbury Young Homeless Project - Clare Norton
Competition: An Autumn arrangement
Tuesday, 18th December
Christmas tea and entertainment

2013
Tuesday, 15th January
Bee- keeping in Manhattan and elsewhere!
- Ian and Rachel Mortimer
Competition: Honey or jam pot
Tuesday, 19th February
Hook Norton at War 1939 to 1945 - James Tobin
Competition: Hook Norton picture
Tuesday, 19th March
Annual General Meeting and Mini Show
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PRESIDENT

Mrs Kerrie McCormick

VICE PRESIDENT
Mrs Sheila Lilley

SECRETARY

Mrs Maureen Watkins

TREASURER
Mrs Alrys Morris
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON
FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman


No job too small


Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
We are a

MASTERS OF COLOUR SALON
achieved in London with Schwarzkopf International

We can do ‘Hair Up’ for Weddings, Parties and Balls.
We cater for both Men and Women.

Open until 8pm on Tuesdays
Come along and meet us

Telephone: 01608 737073
Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, Banbury
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THE RECTOR
WRITES...
We are living in a time of
huge social change. It seems
that almost overnight some
of our most long-held and
engrained social attitudes
have been completely turned
upside down! And although
we should be excited that
things are changing, and that
change always brings about
new possibilities, nonetheless
we cannot help but feel deeply
challenged by the thought that
we may be getting it wrong.
And if we do get it wrong, then
what will be the implications
not only for us, but for
generations to come?
Christianity has been a key
element in the shaping of our
moral and social framework,
and I would suggest that the
Bible is still as vital as ever in
guiding us in these important
issues. Therefore, we need to
be making time to study the
Bible, so that we can revisit the
theology of the contentious
issues of today and ask ‘Is this
as biblical as we think, and what
is God really saying to us?’
I often find myself feeling
sorry for the Pharisees in the
Gospels. It’s easy to dismiss
them as legalistic ‘stick-in-themuds’, but at least they tried
their best to be faithful to
the word of God, and to hold

the line against the secular
influences of Roman politics
and culture. Their problem,
however, was that in their zeal
to be faithful, they often got
hold of the wrong end of the
stick. As a result, over and over
again, they missed the point
of what God was doing, and
ended up fighting against His
purposes in the process.
Their food laws were one
example: their focus on clean
and unclean food led to an
understanding that it was what
went into your body that made
you unclean. But Jesus taught
that it is what comes out of
your heart that really matters!
Similarly, they spent so much
time and energy upholding the
Sabbath that they transformed
something which God intended
as a blessing, and made it a
burden. What God intended
as a means to an end – that we
should have rest and recreation
– became an end in itself! Again,
Jesus countered this by turning
it on its head, and pointed to
the purpose of the Sabbath
rather than the institution
by saying, ‘The Sabbath was
created for people, not people
for the Sabbath.’ The Pharisees,
though
well
intentioned,
saw merely the end product,
rather than seeing what God
intended. So the human need
that God was addressing in
the creation of the Sabbath
became overwhelmed by their

observation of the institution
of the Sabbath.
And all of us, those with
faith, those without faith and
those who aren’t sure, can so
easily fall into the same trap,
particularly where moral and
social change is concerned. So
why not find out more about
what the Bible really has to say
about so many of the complex
social issues we are having to
face today? Perhaps one of the
Study Groups we run might be
of interest to you; if so, I would
be delighted to hear from you.
Want to find out more? These
may help:
Knowing God Course
Alpha Experience
Bible Study and Fellowship
Groups
John Acreman
Further details on our notice
boards and website, www.
stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk
or contact: The Rector, John
Acreman (737223), email:
acreman@xalt.co.uk or the
Churchwardens, Pam Horne
and Mary Powell

DIAMOND JUBILEE
Is anyone on Hollybush or Orchard Road planning a neighbourhood get-together on 3
June? Email Chris on afcmtown@gmail.com.
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AROMATHERAPY / HOLISTIC MASSAGE
Monica Overbury is a registered nurse offering massage

Massage using Aromatherapy oils can give a great sense of wellbeing offering
relief from stress and tension as well as back, headaches and neck pain.
It can help lift low moods, PMT and insomnia and boost immunity,
helping us cope with fatigue.
It is a lovely way to receive a treat for mind and body.
To make an appointment please call

07780 718810

leaving your name & number

PRICE LIST

Initial Assessment:			

£45.00

1 hour Full Body Massage:

£40.00

30 mins Back, Neck and Shoulder massage: £25.00
Home visits possible and gift vouchers available
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HOOKY HOCKEY STARS
On 11 March, 1st Hook Norton Guides joined five other
teams to play hockey and participate in the Cherwell Division
Sports Competition. Me, Claire Mortimer, Alissa Mann, Alice
Nottingham, Megan Joyner and Sasha Koch played against
st Adderbury Guides, st Bodicote Guides, 2nd Banbury
Guides, st Bloxham Guides and st Middle Barton Guides
in a 5-a-side match. We all played 5 minutes a game and
cheered each other on.
At one point we were doing the Mexican wave on the side
line! As there were six of us from Hook Norton Guides and
some of the other teams only had four, each of us took it
in turns to play for the other teams, which meant we had a
lot of exercise! Ruth Henderson was the referee and a very
fair one too and Rachel Lawmon from Middle Barton Guides
organised it.
Everyone played very well but it all came down to the end
result; there was a joint third, then a second and then they
said Hook Norton!! We had come first!! Mary Brodey is the Division Commissioner who presented
us with the trophy. We all played well and played well as a team. The last time we had won the
trophy was 1994 but now there’s a shield on the trophy saying: 2012 - 1st Hook Norton Guides!
Ezme Norman, 1st Hook Norton Guides

AROUND THE WORLD
SAFARI SUPPER:

22 SEPTEMBER 2012

This will be the third year of the Safari Supper.
The Safaris held in 200 and 20 were both a
huge success and have raised over £2,000 for
local charities. This year promises to be even
better; we have taken on board some of the
helpful feedback we have received to date, and
we’ve added a bit of a twist!
The date for your diary is Saturday 22
September.
The evening will begin with everyone meeting
at 7pm in The Sun for fizz and canapés. Then
we’ll head off in groups to enjoy a main course
at the home of a main course host before
moving on for dessert at another host location.
Afterwards, there will be music and dancing at
The Sun until after midnight.
Guests will be able to apply to join in the fun
at the beginning of June (watch out for an

application form in June’s
Newsletter), but for now
we are seeking hosts who
are happy to serve a main
or dessert course (we need
around 5 of each). This is not
about complicated cooking and is in no way a
competition. If you are a reasonable home cook
and have the space to seat 8+ people, you will
be a perfect host. Without enough hosts, the
event cannot run.
If you are interested in being a host, please
email safarisupper@live.co.uk before  May,
indicating which course you would prefer to
provide and the maximum number of people
you can seat (including yourselves). If you
would like more information before deciding,
please direct your questions to the same
address and one of the team will get back to
you.
We look forward to hearing from you and to
another terrific village event.
The Safari Supper Team
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We shall be holding our annual
at
on

This year we are

,

so if you have any second-hand books, of any sort, in good condition,
please ‘phone Sue Ditchfield who will give you the address of
the collecting point in the Village most convenient to you.

Plants will be very welcome on the day.

FURTHER DETAILS: 01608 737 434
charitylurchershow@hotmail.co.uk
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BAPTIST CHURCH
A woman was telling her friends that she and her husband were going to
have to move to London. She didn’t want to go but was resigned to it. ‘It’s
the cross I have to bear,’ she said. We had, actually, just been studying the
passage of scripture in Matthew’s gospel where Jesus said we should take
up our cross and follow him. It’s a saying we often borrow to describe something we really don’t
want to do or to bear, but know we must.
As we approach Good Friday the cross features more prominently in our thoughts, and we
remember how Jesus did, literally, take up his cross and was crucified on it. Jesus had already been
scourged and beaten and he struggled to carry it, but he knew he must until, mercifully, Simon of
Cyrene was ordered to carry it for him. But the act of carrying his cross was nothing compared to
the mental anguish he suffered the night before, or the physical agony he endured on the cross
itself, afterwards. It’s very humbling to realise that he went through all that so that we could be
reconciled to God. He had once said, ‘Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life
for his friends.’ And here he was, doing just that! It’s true to say that it wasn’t the Romans who
crucified Jesus, and it wasn’t the Jews, they were only instruments, it was love itself, personified
by Jesus, in obedience to God the Father.
So, when Jesus said, ‘You must take up your cross and follow me,’ what did he have in mind? I think
he meant rather more than putting up with some annoying circumstance of life. He knew that,
for some, being his followers would mean danger, suffering and, yes, even death, but he wanted
people who would be prepared to face those things as he did, out of love for God and our fellow
man. In some parts of the world his followers are enduring hardship, persecution, imprisonment
and death because of their faith. Let’s think of them this Easter and pray that if ever such a test of
faith should be required of us, we would not be found wanting.
Thankfully, Jesus did not stay dead, and on Easter Sunday we celebrate his resurrection, looking at
an empty cross, which has become the symbol of our faith.
Please join us at any, or all, of the following:
Thursday 5 April Maundy Thursday meal at 6.30pm (please ring Shirley if
coming).
Friday 6 April Good Friday Service at 10am, followed by coffee and hot cross buns.
Sunday 8 April Communion at 8am, breakfast at 9am (please ring Liz if coming), Morning
service 10.30am.

Just Desserts - We have one more event this season, and that is another Dessert Island Discs,
at which three more local people will be interviewed, all nominated by members of last year’s
audience. That will be on 26 May at 7.30pm.
Holiday Club 2012
30 July to 2 Aug. This year’s theme is KING’S KIDS. For children aged 5–11 years. Registration during
summer term.

John Taylor’s Sabbatical
Our pastor will be on leave from 15 April to 18 June. During his absence hall lettings will be dealt
with by Jane Whitaker. Pastoral matters can be referred to any of the Leaders: Nigel
Whitehead; Mike Gage; Roger Gooding; Dorothy Smith
and Jane Whitaker.
Dorothy Smith, John Taylor, church office 737315
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL
I’m writing this after spending the best part of the weekend outside in the
sunshine on the school field. Nigel Matthews and his earth moving machinery
have completely removed the two huge mounds of earth next to the pond, as part
of our project to renovate the Wild Area and return it to a safe, educational and
fun place that can be enjoyed by all the school. A million thanks goes to Nigel for
generously giving up his time and helping us achieve this. We would never have done it without his
help – a few of us even had a go in the digger! Thanks also to Kate, David and Marcus Randall for
the huge effort they put in over the weekend, and to Helen Koch and Becky Robertson for helping
to put things back in order on Sunday in readiness for the school week.
Events coming up include a Family Scavenger Hunt, which promises to be a fun Sunday afternoon
of hunting around the village and (hopefully) to be finished off with a fish and chip supper back at
school. We are planning on making the Summer BBQ a bigger and better event this year and the
FOHNS team is busy organising more activities for the children and great food, drink and music for
everyone. The Beer and Skittles evening was a huge success – more on this in the next Newsletter.
The Salsa and Tapas evening has been moved to October so as not to coincide with other village
events. More details will be posted on the FOHNS page of the school website (www.hook-norton.
oxon.sch.uk/fohns/) in due course.
Please keep these dates in your diary. There will be more to follow;
Family Scavenger Hunt – 20 May
Summer BBQ – 13 July
Thank you very much for your continued support. It really is greatly appreciated and enables us to
make a truly valuable contribution to the school every year.
Rebecca Kingsley-Bates, Chair FOHNS

HOOKY CAR CLUB
Ever thought you could manage with one car
and then thought of the occasional times you
needed a second and how you would manage?
Well, it can be done and quite easily. The
Hooky Car Club could solve all those problems
and save you the running costs of a second car
(Tax, Insurance, MOT, Servicing etc).
Our family decided we would give it a try and
we have been really pleased with the way it
is working. I thought I would share with you
how easy it is to get set up with the car club
and use one of the three available cars when
required.
First of all you need to register with Moorcar
who co-ordinate the booking of cars. It’s very
easy and straightforward:
Log onto WWW.MOORCAR.CO.UK.
Once registered you can then book a car by
clicking on the ‘Book a Car’ tab.

You can book a car by location or model and
then confirm the booking.
You can book cars for up to 3 months in
advance.
The Hooky Car Club will contact you with the
code for the Key safes (outside the library, Sun
Inn and the school).
Then all you do is collect the key from the Key
safe, make a note in the file in the car of the
date, starting mileage, finishing mileage) use
the car and realise just how simple it all is.
Every month you will be sent an invoice from
Moorcar, which you settle with Hooky Car
Club.
I think everyone should consider using the car
club. It makes environmental sense to reduce
the number of cars on our streets and makes
lots of financial sense too.
Bethan Dennick, Resident and member of
HNLC and Hooky Car Club
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STAGE, GALLERY & CONCERT HALL
Spring is in the air and for our pleasure the theatres, concert halls and galleries are celebrating
with some fine offerings.
Hockney (Royal Academy), Freud (National Portrait) & Picasso (Tate Britain) continue to enthral,
but in addition there are some good new exhibitions.
The Royal Academy has brought together a collection of the splendid portraits by Johan Zoffany.
This German-born painter arrived in England in 1760 and his society portraits and conversation
pieces reveal him as a wry observer and commentator on Georgian life (until 10 June).
My favourite promises to be the National Gallery’s ‘Turner Inspired: In the light of Claude’. This
is a chance to compare and contrast our Master’s work with that of the French-born, Italianinspired Claude (up to 5 June).
At Compton Verney we have the fascination of seeing Thomas Gainsborough’s landscapes – he
said of his work that painting portraits was his business and painting landscapes was his pleasure.
At the same delightful venue we are being offered the treat of paintings and drawings under the
title of ‘Into the Light: French & British painting from Impressionism to the early 1920s’. These
both run until 10 June.
Oxford Playhouse provides one of the most joyous of comedies, ‘Barefoot in the Park’ by Neil
Simon (23–28 April) – a great film, but an even funnier play, this time starring Maureen Lipman.
A more sombre play follows in May (22–26) – ‘The Diary of Anne Frank’. This Pulitzer Prizewinning play dramatises Anne’s wry, witty and poignant observations from her attic home.
JB Priestley’s classic thriller, ‘An Inspector Calls’ (justifiably, it keeps popping up), is being
performed at Cheltenham’s ‘Everyman’ 10–14 April.
The revival of ‘Singin’ in the Rain’ at London’s Palace Theatre is seen as a real winner and is
already taking bookings until September. Think of ‘Make ‘em Laugh’ and ‘Gotta Dance’ and you
will!
Northampton Theatre Royal holds a Festival of Chaos, which begins on 18 May with ‘The Bacchae’
by Euripides. The play explores a society teetering on the brink of revolution. This runs in rotation
with Federico Garcia Lorca’s ‘Blood Wedding’ – a wedding party disintegrates, reigniting the
flames of a family feud. Typical Lorca!
If these seem too tragic, it is no good waiting until July as the third play in the festival is Ibsen’s
‘Hedda Gabler’! BUT three fine theatrical experiences!
The Warwick Arts Centre Concert Hall hosts the Philharmonia Orchestra on 4 May to perform
Beethoven’s Overture Leonore No.3, Liszt’s Piano Concerto No.2 (soloist Simon Trpceski) and
Brahms Symphony No.1. The conductor is Philippe Jordan.
This is followed by the Berlin Symphony Orchestra on 17 May with Weber, Mozart and Beethoven
– the latter’s Eroica Symphony No.3.
Not sure about this – Birmingham Town Hall on Friday 13 April (note the date) is presenting
a ‘moving, evocative and timeless experience’, ‘The Sinking of the Titanic’. It is a 72-minute
meditation inspired by reports that the Titanic’s string band continued to play the hymn tune
‘Autumn’ as the vessel went down. Different!
You can wait a week and watch, in the adjacent Symphony Hall, two classic Chaplin silent movie
gems with every action on the screen brought to life by the City of Birmingham Symphony
Orchestra. The Conductor is Carl Davis. Very different too!
John Wheatley
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
Midnight Walk
Our sixth Midnight Walk will take place on Saturday 23 June at Banbury Cricket Club,
Bodicote. £450,000 has been raised for nursing care from our five previous Midnight Walks
and we’re keen to make this year’s event just as successful as its predecessors! Application
forms are now available – these will be included in our spring Newsletter. If you don’t
receive our Newsletter, forms can be obtained by calling Fundraising on (01295) 812161 or
download a form from our website at www.khh.org.uk.

Bring a Pound to Work Day
On Friday 27 April we will be holding our first Bring a Pound to Work Day. Could somebody
at your place of work coordinate a collection to help raise valuable funds for Katharine
House? For further details or to register, please email sheila.norton@khh.org.uk or phone
Fundraising on 01295 812161.

Supermarket collection days
Do you have 1½ hours to hold a tin at our annual supermarket collection days in June? We
will be collecting at Sainsbury’s Banbury store on Friday 15 June and at Tesco (Lockheed
Close, Banbury) on Thursday 21 June and would be pleased to hear from anyone who’d
like to help. Please contact Wendy in Fundraising on (01295) 812161 or email wendy.
crosse@khh.org.uk.

Just Text Giving
We’re delighted that Katharine House can now collect donations via your mobile phone.
You can donate up to £10 (in any one transaction) via our unique number – KHOX17. So
to donate £2, all you need to do is text KHOX17 2 to 70070. It’s that simple and you will
receive an instant thank you message from Vodafone. All funds donated this way benefit
nursing care here in Adderbury. This is a really quick and easy way for people to donate
smaller amounts direct to the hospice and is ideal when sponsoring family and friends at
fundraising events. It has been made possible by a partnership between Vodafone and the
online donation company, Just Giving and it is already proving popular with supporters.
Our grateful thanks to all who support us in this way. Your donations really do make a
difference.

Lottery
Why not join our Hospice lottery, for only £1 per week with a weekly top prize of £1,000!
With nearly 4,300 members, we would love to boost our membership to 5,000. An extra
500 members could raise £26,000 per year for nursing care. If you are already a member,
we thank you for your support and ask that you might consider letting your friends know
about our lottery. For the person who has everything, why not consider a lottery gift card
for birthdays? To join, download a form from our website www.khh.org.uk or ring Wendy
in Fundraising on 01295 812161.
Sarah Brennan, Community Fundraiser
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Select & Save @ The Village Shop
High Street, Hook Norton, Oxon, OX15 5NQ
Tel 01608 737245, Fax 01608 737481
E-mail:- enquiries @villageshophooky.co.uk
Monday to Friday 7am –8pm
Saturdays 8am – 8pm
Sundays 8am – 6pm

Our flower department is blooming marvellous. Our trained florists
can make you anything to order. Are you going to a party, want a
gift or an extra special treat? We also do weddings, events &
funerals. Remember to get your order in early – our flowers come
direct from Holland on temperature controlled lorries.
Don’t forget our supplies of fresh bread, meat, cheeses,
vegetables, salads and fruit.
A night in with a bottle of wine and a DVD?
Or gorgeous cakes to go with a warming cup of tea...
No problem.

All here in your local village shop!

8
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Kerbside
battery recycling

A new kerbside battery bag recycling scheme is
helping to tackle the problem of batteries in landfill.

How the bag works?
1. Fill the bag with your old batteries.
2. When it’s full, leave it out for
collection. There is no set
collection day. It can be put out
with either your recycling or green
bin collections, just make sure the
bag is on top of the bin or box.
3. The crews will collect the bag and
leave you a replacement bag to
start again.

If you need any extra bags simply
use any other type of bag such as
a sandwich bag.

We accept the following
batteries for collection:
AA

9V
Button

AAA

C

D

Mobile phone,
laptop and
rechargeable
batteries

Please note, that car batteries cannot be collected in this scheme:
take them to your nearest household waste recycling centre (Ardley,
Alkerton, or Redbridge).

www.cherwell.gov.uk/recycling
customer.service@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Customer Service: 01295 227003
http://twitter.com/CherwellRecycle

53
Untitled-1 53

27/3/12 08:50:49

3URIHVVLRQDOO\TXDOL¿HG(VWDWH$JHQWVDQG6XUYH\RUVVSHFLDOLVLQJ
LQWKHYDOXDWLRQVDOHDQGOHWWLQJRISURSHUW\LQ+RRN1RUWRQDQG
WKHVXUURXQGLQJYLOODJHV


/RFDOWHDP



/RFDO¿UP



([SHULHQFHG



(QWKXVLDVWLF



)ULHQGO\

,I\RXDUHFRQVLGHULQJEX\LQJVHOOLQJRUOHWWLQJDSURSHUW\SOHDVHFRQWDFW
$OH[0F(QW\UHRU(PPD+XJKHVRQIRUDFRPSOLPHQWDU\
SURSHUW\DSSUDLVDO
)LQVEXU\+RXVH1HZ6WUHHW&KLSSLQJ1RUWRQ2[IRUGVKLUH2;/6
7(FQRUWRQ#WD\OHUDQGÀHWFKHUFRXN:WD\OHUDQGÀHWFKHUFRXN

Not new...

just refreshingly different!
Established over 15 years ago, we remain as passionate
about print now as we were in the beginning.
If you demand superior levels of service, consistent quality
and a ‘can do’ attitude then we could be the printer for you!
Letterheads
Brochures
Posters
Greetings cards
Giclée prints

Compliment slips
Postcards
Birthday Banners
Folders
Artwork & design

Business cards
Newsletters
Leaflets
Large format posters
Scanning

In fact, whether you require a few address labels, 10,000 brochures or a 10 metre banner,
KMS can handle it in-house on our premises, not through a bolt-on franchise...
You will get a warm, friendly welcome and we have an open-house policy whereby
clients are welcome to view their project at any stage of production.

So why not give us a try...
t: 01608 737640 e: enquiries@kmslitho.co.uk w: www.kmslitho.co.uk
KMS Litho Ltd, Railway Bridge House, Station Road, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 5LS
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HOOK NORTON JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Another busy season and coming into the final furlong. The Minis have had a couple of friendlies and
won both of them. Best of luck to Clive with the under 8s for the next season!
Ricky’s U8s have played nearly 40 matches and have won about half. So a good first season for them
and a solid start.
The U9s have struggled a bit, but have plenty of games to turn things around and having a smaller
squad than most hasn’t helped.
The U10s are flying and are unbeaten since November and have an excellent chance of claiming the
runners-up spot. Good luck for the final two games!
The U11s are currently third and hope to consolidate on another fine season.
The U12s had a torrid time in the A League but all credit to Chris and the boys for sticking with it,
culminating in a fine 3-2 against Launton boys after being 2-0 down.
The U13s, after promotion last season, are in good shape and Charlotte has worked miracles as a top
three finish could still be on the cards.
The U14s, although at the bottom end of the A League, have had a steady season, without much luck,
but have plenty of games left to climb the table.
My U15s had a shocking start, losing four of their first five games, but since October they are unbeaten
in 11 league games, winning ten of them and
currently lie in second place.
The U16s, who have struggled to field 11
players for much of the season, but have
improved dramatically in recent weeks,
reaching the cup quarter final.
The presentations will be held in May, but
already preparations are ongoing for next
season. Any children in year 1 are now
welcome to join the Minis on a Saturday
morning. A manager for this team is required
as Clive Brown is moving to the U8s age group.
Anyone willing to take up the rewarding
challenge, please contact me on the number
below. The position is open equally to males
and females who are interested in taking an
active part with the younger generation in our
village community.
On a more sombre note, Charlotte has decided
to stand down from her role as Secretary
having done a magnificent job, and many
thanks to her for all the effort she has put into
a very time consuming job.
So a new Secretary is required. It might suit two
people to share the job and lighten the load,
so once again if you are interested in giving a
bit back to your community please ring for a
chat. Without volunteers, the Juniors would
grind to a halt and that would be a tragedy.
There must be somebody out there! Roger
Hunt, Chairman , Charlotte Green
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BRAND NEW
KNITTING CLUB
We don't yet have a catchy name
but hopefully that will come soon.
So far we've decided that it will
mostly be a "social" group but we
are very open to ideas as to how
to develop and progress. We have
one member who is fairly new to
the craft, one who is intermediate
and one with more advanced
experience and knowledge (and
very keen to teach and encourage
others). One of us (at least!) has
a huge stock of patterns - from
vintage to modern day - to rifle
through as well as a huge yarn
stash and lots of spare knitting
needles if you'd like to have a bash
but don't want to spend out just
yet.
We have explored ideas such as
getting guests to talk about related
topics, a charity project (cats &
dogs homes, Women's Aid/Refuge
etc) and we might be able to get
discounts for bulk yarn buying. As
you can see, lots of ideas - now we
need lots of members! Open to all ages, genders and experience . Next meeting in The Sun
at 7pm on Tuesday 17th April - hope to see you keen crafters there.
Victoria, Christine, Dotty
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RICHARD
NOVISS
SCULPTOR & STONEMASON

01608 730675
0771 414 0574
richard@noviss.co.uk
www.thestonesculptor.co.uk

Traditional stone carver working in Cotswold Stone,
Portland, Slate and Sandstone
Repairs to Historic Buildings: using Lime-based techniques; pointing,
piecing-in and new carving Fireplaces: Individually designed and carved
Lettering: Design, carving for individually commissioned memorials
Carving: Sculptural and Architectural carving Portraits: in stone
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HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury league matches
As I write this, these are the results:
Floodlit League: both our 1st and 2nd team are in Division 2; Hook Norton 1 is top of
the League, and Hook Norton 2 is 6th. In Division 5, Hook Norton 3 are fourth.
Weekend League: our A team is 5th in Division 1 and our B team is 1st in Division
4.
Summer League: five teams are planned for this summer.
If you would like to play in a team, please contact Sue Glasson.

Additional club session on Wednesday afternoon
The additional Wednesday afternoon club sessions, starting from 2pm are continuing. All adult
members and juniors are welcome and this, of course, includes players who have joined as
‘Weekday only’ members.

Cardio tennis
Cardio tennis sessions take place on Tuesday mornings, 11.30am–12.30pm, and on Wednesday
evenings, 7–8 pm. The cost is £2 each.
Contact Marc Gilkes 07930 406 015 or email him on marcgilkes@fsmail.net.

News from Junior Coaching and general coaching
To sign up or for more details contact Marc Gilkes on 01295 265 085 or 07930 406 015 for
coaching details in the Easter holidays as the dates/times are yet to be confirmed; or email him at
marcgilkes@fsmail.net

Social
The AGM took place on 23 March at the Sports & Social Club, followed by a social evening, where a
number of awards were presented and there was a quiz (devised by Rick Wilkinson).
To find out more about Hook Norton Tennis Club, contact Sue Glasson:
email her at: merrymoons1@aol.com. You can now get to our website through the Hook
Norton village website: www.hook-norton.org.uk as well at the Sport & Social website: www.
hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk Or you can google ‘Hook Norton tennis’.			
Elaine Priestley

HOOK NORTON W.I.
At our January meeting Alistair Lack, who used
to work for the BBC World Service, came and
gave us a very entertaining and enlightening
talk. He told us that the BBC World Service
started in the 1930s by Lord Reith and it was
a huge help during the 2nd World War. It can
be heard in 35 different languages in most
countries today throughout the world except
Burma, North Korea and China. It has been
described as the BBC’s ‘Jewel in the Crown’.
Mr Lack travelled extensively throughout his
career and had many amusing tales to tell. We
were all disappointed when he came to the
end of his talk as we would have liked to have

heard more.
In February, Lisa Whiteside from the House of
Colour came to talk to us about how different
colour clothes suit different groups of people.
We all fall into four different categories that
are Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. Lisa
demonstrated on one member of the W.I.
putting different colour scarves round her neck
and everyone could see which ones suited
her best. It was decided she was an Autumn
person.
Our next meeting on 20 March will be the
Annual General meeting and Mini Show.
Doreen McLaughlin
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APRIL village diary
10:00 AM

Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays

Baptist Hall

10:00 AM

Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays		

St Peters

10:00 AM

Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays

Primary School

10:00 AM

Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays		

Baptist Hall

09:15AM

Friday Toddler Group - Fridays			

Baptist Hall

2	19:30
3	19:30
4	10:30
5	17:00
5	12:00
6		
6
20:30
9	19:30
11	19:00
11	14:30
11	10:30
12
13:30
12	19:30
12
19:30
12	17:00
12	11:00
13
19:30
14
13:00
14	19:00
14	14:30
14
9:00
15		
16	19:30
17
19:00
17
19:00
17
14:00
18	19:30
18	10:30
19
19:30
19	17:00
20	19:00
20	19:30
23	19:30
25	10:30
25
19:30
26
19:00
26
10:30
26	17:00
28		
28	19:30
28
19:00
30	19:30

Hooky Ukes				
Local History Group				
T’ai Chi classes				
The Drop Youth Group			
The Y Course				
Good Friday
Late Nite Drop				
Hooky Ukes				
Garden Club - Entry night for Spring Show
Reading Group				
T’ai Chi classes				
Do something amazing ... Give Blood		
Hook Norton Classic Wheels			
Parish Council Meeting			
The Drop Youth Group			
Wheelers and Squealers			
‘Energize’ Youth Group			
Actors/Directors workshop			
Film Society – London River			
Garden Club - Spring Show			
Village Market				
Classic Wheels Treasure Hunt			
Hooky Ukes				
Knitting Club				
WI - Group meeting			
WI Meeting				
Garden Club				
T’ai Chi classes				
Charity Quiz Evening			
The Drop Youth Group			
‘Outlook’ Youth group			
Raise the Roof Dinner Dance			
Hooky Ukes				
T’ai Chi classes				
Village Website Open Meeting		
Busy Bees Craft Club			
Carry On Learning				
The Drop Youth Group			
Brewery Open Day				
North Cotswold Chamber Choir		
Film Society – Police, Adjective		
Hooky Ukes				

Sun Inn
Brewery Visitor Centre
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
5 Rectory Road
Youth Hall
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Library
Memorial Hall
Hook Norton School
Sun Inn, Hook Norton
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
St Peter’s Church
Youth Hall
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Hook Norton School
Memorial Hall
Start in the Sun
Sun Inn
Sun Inn
Cropredy
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Hook Norton Brewery
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
St Peter’s Church
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Brewery Visitor Centre
Baptist Hall
Norman Matthews Hall
Youth Hall
Hook Norton Brewery
St Peter’s Church
Memorial Hall
Sun Inn
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MAY village diary
10:00 AM

Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays

Baptist Hall

10:00 AM

Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays		

St Peters

10:00 AM

Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays

Primary School

10:00 AM

Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays		

Baptist Hall

09:15AM

Friday Toddler Group - Fridays			

Baptist Hall

1	19:30
2	10:30
3	17:00
4
20:30
7	19:30
7		
8
19:30
9	14:30
9	10:30
10	19:30
10
19:30
10	17:00
10	11:00
11
19:30
12
19:00
12
9:00
13	15:00
14	19:30
15		
15
14:00
16	19:30
16	10:30
17	17:00
18	19:00
19
9:30
19	19:30
20	14:00
21	19:30
23	10:30
24
19:00
24
10:30
24	17:00
26
19:30
28	19:30
30	10:30
31	17:00

Local History Group AGM			
T’ai Chi classes				
The Drop Youth Group			
Late Nite Drop				
Hooky Ukes				
May Bank Holiday
Low Carbon Hook Norton meeting		
Reading Group				
T’ai Chi classes				
Hook Norton Classic Wheels			
Parish Council Meeting			
The Drop Youth Group			
Wheelers and Squealers			
‘Energize’ Youth Group			
Film Society – The Misfits			
Village Market				
What the Dickens? readings and tea		
Hooky Ukes				
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
WI Meeting				
Garden Club				
T’ai Chi classes				
The Drop Youth Group			
‘Outlook’ Youth group			
Book and Plant Sales			
Hook Norton Brass Band Spring Concert
Family Scavenger Hunt			
Hooky Ukes				
T’ai Chi classes				
Busy Bees Craft Club			
Carry On Learning				
The Drop Youth Group			
Just Desserts				
Hooky Ukes				
T’ai Chi classes				
The Drop Youth Group			

Brewery Visitor Centre
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Sun Inn
Brewery Visitor Centre
Library
Memorial Hall
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
St Peter’s Church
Youth Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
St Peter’s Church
Sun Inn
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
Youth Hall
Library
St.Peter’s Church
Hook Norton School
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Norman Matthews Hall
Youth Hall
Baptist Hall
Sun Inn
Memorial Hall
Youth Hall
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THE HOOKY PINT
RUNS AGAIN!
As reported in the last Newsletter, on 22
April 2012 the Hooky Pint will be running
in the London Marathon to try to reclaim
his Guinness World Record! Training is
going ... well, it’s going! Completing a
marathon training programme carrying
an extra stone of weight is proving a little
more of a challenge than I had anticipated
and I can’t honestly say it’s the most fun
I’ve ever had!
My training didn’t get off to the best start
when I had to go to India on business
for two weeks in January. Not wanting
to take two weeks out of the 16-week
programme, I enthusiastically packed
my weights vest, which caused some
consternation at the airport and also in the
hotel gym in Chennai when I bowled up
on the first morning wearing a huge grey/
green padded vest with sandbags strapped
to the front and back! My attempts to
explain that I was simply training to run
in the London Marathon dressed as a
giant beer bottle seemed to do little to
reassure the hotel staff and were followed
by a mass exodus from the gym, which
was eerily quiet every day I trained after

that! I can honestly say that running on a
treadmill in a gym in Chennai, carrying an
extra stone of weight, is the most mindnumbingly boring training imaginable and
I was very, very glad to get home and take
to the country lanes again!
I’m up to 18 miles now, with 8-mile runs
before work during the week. I really
could do with some inspiration, as it’s
not fun getting up in the dark to don
an extra stone and run 8 miles before
breakfast! I have once again been lucky
enough to be given one of Leukaemia and
Lymphoma Research’s corporate places in
the marathon, for which they pay several
hundred pounds. This is because we know
that we can rely on the generous support
of the people of Hook Norton, who have
raised over £200,000 for the charity over
the last 20+ years.
So please visit my Just Giving site and
sponsor me, to make sure I don’t bottle
out. (Had to be the first person to crack
that one this year!) www.JustGiving.
com/HookyPintForTheRecord
I can’t promise I’ll get the record back, but
I can assure you that I am giving it my best
shot!
Thanks, Gill and the Hooky Pint xx

CALLING ALL DOG & CAT LOVERS
One of the local veterinary surgeries is collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you
have any of the following to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Every few weeks
the donations are distributed to the most needy animal shelters around the country.
Old Dog Leads – Collars – Blankets – Towels – Beds – Dog Coats – Scratching Posts – Spare
Food – Chews – Brushes – Combs – Shampoo – Toothpaste – In date Wormer / Flea
Treatments – toys, etc.
Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's / cat's life a little happier. Anything not
suitable will be divided between the RSPCA and PDSA charity shops in Banbury. Please spare a
few minutes to search for any unwanted items mentioned above and recycle them for a very
good cause. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to deliver them. Many thanks. Hilary
Wiseman
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HANCOCKS
SOLICITORS

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Email:

michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

Web: www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

Hancocks
24 Horsefair, Banbury
Oxfordshire OX16 0YA
Telephone: +44 (0)1295 253211
Facsimile: +44 (0)1295 273069

DX 24201 Banbury

Estate Agents and Surveyors

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!









Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111
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All Makes Vehicle Servicing
M
AK
Competitive Prices
ES
Factory trained mechanics
MOT • Parts • Bodyshop • Fuel
Large site with easy parking
Extensive range of new and used vehicles

SE

RV
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G

Hook Norton • Oxon • OX15 5DD (1 mile north of Hook Norton Village)
Tel: 01608 737349/737641 • www.firs-garage.com

Family Business established 1960

Larkfields | Tadmarton Heath Road
Hook Norton | Banbury
Oxfordshire | OX15 5DQ
Telephone 01608 730926
Email: claire@azurebeauty.biz

beauty

Azure Beauty offers an extensive range of massage, beauty and holistic treatments.
Ring Claire for a brochure or more information.
Gift Vouchers Available

Claire Gregson
(C.I.B.T.A.C./B.A.B.T.A.C.)
AESTHETIC AND COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIES
Printed by KMS Litho Ltd - 0608 737640 - kmslitho.co.uk
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