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Courses at all levels









Microsoft Office
Sage Accounts
Photoshop
Dreamweaver
Flexible
Local
Professional
Training on your doorstep

THE ITQ Qualification is FREE if you are in receipt of means tested Benefits
Call NOW and speak to Nigel, Lorraine or Leigh
16 South Bar Banbury OX16 9AA
enquiries@bestbanbury.co.uk
www.bestbanbury.co.uk

Phone NOW!!

01295 271888

HANCOCKS
SOLICITORS

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Email:

michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

Hancocks
24 Horsefair, Banbury
Oxfordshire OX16 0YA
Telephone: +44 (0)1295 253211
Facsimile: +44 (0)1295 273069

Web: www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

DX 24201 Banbury
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Not new...

just refreshingly different!
Established over 15 years ago, we remain as passionate
about print now as we were in the beginning.
If you demand superior levels of service, consistent quality
and a ‘can do’ attitude then we could be the printer for you!
Letterheads
Brochures
Posters
Greetings cards
Giclée prints

Compliment slips
Postcards
Birthday Banners
Folders
Artwork & design

Business cards
Newsletters
Leaflets
Large format posters
Scanning

In fact, whether you require a few address labels, 10,000 brochures or a 10 metre banner,
KMS can handle it in-house on our premises, not through a bolt-on franchise...
You will get a warm, friendly welcome and we have an open-house policy whereby
clients are welcome to view their project at any stage of production.

So why not give us a try...
t: 01608 737640 e: enquiries@kmslitho.co.uk w: www.kmslitho.co.uk
KMS Litho Ltd, Railway Bridge House, Station Road, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 5LS
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Banbury Catering & Events
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Larkfields | Tadmarton Heath Road
Hook Norton | Banbury
Oxfordshire | OX15 5DQ
Telephone 01608 730926
Email: claire@azurebeauty.biz

beauty

Azure Beauty offers an extensive range of massage, beauty and holistic treatments.
Ring Claire for a brochure or more information.
Gift Vouchers Available

Claire Gregson
(C.I.B.T.A.C./B.A.B.T.A.C.)
AESTHETIC AND COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIES
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FROM THE EDITORS
It’s that time of year again – back to work
and school. The nights are drawing in, village
societies are restarting for the winter, AGMs
all round and people moving on. Which
takes us to some pleas for help!

NEWSLETTER TEAM

Advertising		
Distribution
Malcolm Black
Proofreading
Emma Callery
IT/Web Support
Martin Baxter
Treasurer
Directory
Diana Barber

730668
737391

Firstly, we would like to thank Stephen, who
737428
has been looking after the advertising this
year. Unfortunately, he is unable to continue. Have you got a few hours each week to manage the
allocation of space, collection of artwork, send out invoices and check that the money is paid in. All you
need is a computer connected to the internet; we can provide the rest if you need it.
We also need a new Wildlife contributor, as Geraldine Moore is moving out of the village. After eight
years, she is leaving a considerable gap and we are sorry to see her go. Do you feel you could gather
reports from round the village about the range of wildlife we have? Please think if you could take over
this worthwhile column.
Sadly we report the deaths of Nora Marsden, aged 99, Gerald Stevens (late of Hook Norton) and Phoebe
Tyrell, aged 99. On behalf of the village we send our condolences to their families and friends.
Andy

		

730604

Helen 		

news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

737391

helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk

TEXT AND ADVERTISING COPY DEADLINES
DECEMBER issue				

Advert		

Third Page
Half Page		

15th NOVEMBER

RATES - CHEQUES PAYABLE TO HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER
SIZE 				
MONO
COLOUR
(128mm wide x 60mm high)		
(128mm wide x 90mm high)		

£10.00		
£15.00		

£20.00
£30.00

Please contact advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Text for Village activities				
Free (a small donation is welcome)
Inserts for Village activities				
On request from Malcolm Black
Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to:
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

Hooky Master Chef
The above event will now take place after half term during the week commencing 8 November –
menus and tickets will be available from half term onwards, details will be posted on the village
noticeboards and the Club website: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk
Many thanks to all those who have donated so far and to all those who are eagerly waiting to
take part.
Sorry we have taken longer than we would have liked to get sorted, but Sacha has recently
undergone her (hopefully) final operation at the John Radcliffe after it was postponed during
the holidays. She is now fully recovered to take to the kitchen.
Hope to see you all soon!!!
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HOOK NORTON WI
During the summer break we had two meetings with a difference.
In July, we had a Garden Party hosted by Ann Faulkner. We were very fortunate
that the weather was kind to us and we were able to sit in the garden and enjoy
lovely food and entertaining company. We all enjoyed listening to Mrs Faulkner’s
granddaughter who gave us a very pleasant musical interlude. A raffle was held
after tea and many lovely prizes were won.
A visit and guided tour around Broughton Castle were enjoyed by our members in August.
Although most people had visited the castle before, it made a difference to have a very
knowledgeable guide to take us around. We were all surprised to be told that the castle has
been in the same family for 400 years. An enjoyable cream tea followed the tour and then we
were able to walk around the gardens and church on our own.
On 22 August we served food and drink to approximately 350 cyclists who cycled through
Hook Norton from Stratford to raise funds for The Shakespeare Hospice in Stratford on
Avon. It was a very hectic two hours but appeared to be much appreciated by the riders and
organisers.
Our meeting in September was a talk on Cottage Crafts by Peter and Margaret Whittle. On 19
October, Frances Widdicombe will be giving a talk entitled ‘Skin Deep’. The meeting starts at
2pm in the Baptist Hall. All visitors are welcome.
Doreen McLaughlin

COTSWOLD GUILD OF WEAVERS, SPINNERS & DYERS
We meet in the Baptist Church Hall, Netting Street, Hook Norton, every month. All visitors are
very welcome.
Tuesday 19 October, 7.30–9.30pm:
AGM and guild exhibition of members work with slides of the recent National Exhibition in
Mansfield
Saturday 13 November, 10am–4pm:
Workshop: £6 whole day, £4 half day
Tea and coffee provided, please bring your own lunch
For any enquiries or further details, email: alison.beaumont@btinternet.com or ring Joan
Sprittlehouse on 01295 251088.

HOOKY PLAYERS
By the time you read this, casting for our next pantomime ‘DICK TURPIN RIDES
AGAIN’ will have taken place and parts allocated. Rehearsals will commence on
Monday 1 November 2010 in the Baptist’s Hall, Hook Norton at 8pm As far as is
humanly possible we will try to release the children by 9pm in the early rehearsals.
However, in the New Year everyone will have to stay to the finale. Performance
week is 24–29 January 2011.
Brian Rider and Richard Wheelton - Directors
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FRIENDS OF
HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
WE NEED ALL THE FRIENDS WE CAN GET!!
The thirteenth AGM of the FOHNCL took place on
6 September 2010. The chair, Kerrie McCormick,
being absent, the previous chair, Olwen Goodwin,
presented her report. As well as reporting on activities
of the Friends group during the year, including the very
successful (and sunny) Plant and Book Sale, the focus of
this AGM was to be the possible effects upon the village
library of the anticipated financial cuts at Oxfordshire County
Council.
Reports were given by Janet May, the Library Manager, with Anne
Mainwaring, Customer Services Manager at Banbury Library, Christine
Blackham, Treasurer and Jillian Southwell, Assistant County Librarian
who gave feedback on the Communities Libraries project, in which
Hook Norton Library participated. All three officers were re-elected,
unopposed, Kerrie McCormick as Chair, Bob Calderan as Secretary
and Christine Blackham as Treasurer. The remaining eight members
of the committee remain as before.
Pauline Walters led a discussion on the forthcoming County Council
financial cuts. The Friends committee had written a joint response
to the Oxfordshire County Council The Big Debate and a copy of
this document would be sent by email to those members having
given their addresses. Jillian Southwell was able to give background
information on the financial imperative for cuts to the library service,
as to all OCC services. Of the 65% central government grant it was
anticipated that 25–40% would be lost for the forthcoming five years,
including the current financial year.

UNFORTUNATELY, ONCE LOST, THE LIBRARY WOULD BE
GONE FOREVER! PLEASE DO HELP:
All users of the library are encouraged to make personal responses,
expressing the value they place on the library services in the village,
what aspects they find most valuable and what they would miss
most were services to be cut. Responses are required before 4
October and may be made:
By post: write to Consultation and Involvement Team, FREEPOST,
Oxfordshire County Council.
By email: write to ask@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
On line: via the Oxfordshire County Council website ‘Join the Big
Debate’.
A further meeting for all Friends will be held when any specific news
on how the library might be affected becomes available.

Thank you all!
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Looking for gifts? find them at...

ST PETER’S CHURCH
HOOK NORTON
ANNUAl CRAFT FAIR
SATURDAY 6TH NOVEMBER
10AM – 5PM
now firmLy estabLished as one of the
areas finest craft events
HIgH qUAlITY HANDMADE CRAFTS
offering unique ideas
for originaL gifts
REFRESHMENTS AVAIlABlE All DAY
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GARDEN CLUB
For the first time the Autumn Show was held in the Primary
School and what a lovely venue it was. The hall was ideal for
showing off all the entries; a great display of vegetables and
fruit and, as usual, the autumn flowers were a delight. The
Homecraft and Photography sections were well represented
and the children excelled themselves – the introduction of the
Lego Model class has proved a great success with the boys and
the vegetable monsters are more inventive each time. Special
mention must be made of Sheila Lilley's flower arrangement in
the 'Pub Sign' class – a great picture of The Bell. Another great
show and congratulations to all the prize-winners:
•

Phil Knights Comrades Cup, highest points for a gentleman
– Anthony Wyatt

•

Debenham Cup, highest points for a lady – Sian Arnold

•

Rose Brown Cup, highest points for a child – Archie
Randall

•

Edge and Bolton Cup, highest points for Floral Art – Sheila
Lilley

•

WI Cup, highest points for Homecraft – Alrys Morris

•

Presidents Cup, for the collection of any four vegetables
– Anthony Wyatt

•

Brewery Cup for Photography – jointly by Jenny Bell and
David Newton

•

Diploma of Excellence in Horticulture – Kate Randall

•

Certificate of Merit for Floral Arts – Sheila Lilley

•

The People’s Choice was Anthony Wyatt.

The last open meeting of the year will be on Wednesday 20
October at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall. Timothy Walker,
Director of Oxford University Botanical Gardens, will talk on
'How to be a 21st-century Gardener: The Effects of Climate
Change, etc.', the highlight of the year, so be sure not to miss
it.
Verity Calderan
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BLOXHAM DENTAL PRACTICE

&
BLOXHAM DENTAL @ BANBURY
We offer a full range of NHS & Private Services
to maintain oral health and to enhance your smile
Now accepting new NHS Patients at both practices

Banbury 01295 257860

Bloxham 01295 721030
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Specialist in wallpapering, decorative effects, spraying, tiling,
coving, glazing, all interior/exterior painting
References and portfolio available, competitive prices

Tel: 01295 721206

mobile: 07790 394625

davegreen.007@btinternet.com

www.davegreendecorating.co.uk
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THAMES VALLEY POLICE
A male has been charged in connection with an armed robbery which took
place at the Co-op store in Bloxham during August when a large amount
of money was stolen. We would ask residents within Hook Norton to be
especially vigilant if they see anyone acting suspiciously in or around the
village shops. Ensure that you notify the police of your suspicions and do
not approach or tackle anyone yourselves.
Two young males have been charged in connection with a series of
criminal damages where 25 vehicles were attacked overnight in Milcombe
and Bloxham at the end of July. This was mindless damage and anti-social
behaviour will not be tolerated in our villages.
Do you have an interest in the police, your community or volunteering?
PC Miller would like to hear from any person interested is giving a few
hours a week to help set up a new Community Service Point in the village.
The service point would provide the community direct access to police and community support officers
on a ‘drop in’ basis. Volunteers will be trained to assist with crime reporting, intelligence submission,
Neighbourhood Watch and traffic advice acting to build greater partnership between the village and
police. Full training and support will be given,
resulting in a recognised volunteer’s
qualification.
PCSO Angela Alford has joined the Rural
Neighbourhood Team. She is a very
experienced Community Support Officer,
transferring from Carterton, and we are
very happy to have another officer policing
the area.
The Banbury Rural Neighbourhood Action
Group are looking for new members.
We are particularly interested in getting
representation from younger residents of
the villages, as well as those living in the
smaller villages, such as Swerford and
Wigginton. If you are proactive and willing
to volunteer your time once every six or so
weeks to really make a difference to the
neighbourhood, please get in contact with
Sergeant Bruce Riddell at Banbury Police
Station.
There will be a ‘HAVE YOUR SAY MEETING’
on 5 October in Hook Norton outside the
Post Office from 3pm to 4pm.
Should you have any problems or concerns,
please phone the Thames Valley Police
non-emergency number on 08458 505 505
or email: banburyruralneighbourhood@
thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
In an
emergency please dial 999.
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FRIDAY TODDLER GROUP
Held at the Baptist Hall between 9.15am and 11.15am.
Hello Everybody,
Now the children are back at school and we are back to normal, I’d like to thank Alrys for helping us
keep the group going throughout the summer holidays. Everybody appreciates the time you have
given.
Our summer party was a great success; the day was enjoyed by all.
During the bank holiday weekend, Anita and I car booted to raise the final amount needed to reach
our target. Our fundraising efforts have reached our target of £1,000. This will enable one child to be
supported for one year by Let’s Play Project. I’d like to thank everybody who has helped towards this
fantastic amount. It’s very much appreciated by Anita and me.
Operation Christmas Child
John has asked if we could help this year with the packing of shoe boxes. Could you let me know if
you are interested in doing this during our group?
Dates for your diaries, in time for Christmas
15 October we will be having Tempest
Photos. The photos will be done upstairs,
so no distractions and booking times will be
taken this year.
29 October we will be open 9.30–11.30am
(half term). Operation Christmas Child,
packing shoe boxes during and after group
if needed.
The Christmas party is booked for 10
December this year. We will be having it at
Sibford school as we will be joining up with
other groups. Anybody with difficulties
getting there, please let us know.

Joshua and Jayden Mobley,
sons of Joanna and Gavin,
were baptised at St Peter’s
Church on 5 September 2010.
Holly Jessica Gregory,
daughter of Tracy and Eddie,
was baptised at St Peter’s
Church on 12 September 2010.
17
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lery
C ut

and Crockery for Hir

Are you holding an event that you need to
hire cutlery and crockery for?

e

I have enough for 120 people including
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls
and serving spoons.
15p an item, and return it dirty!
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.
From private dinner parties for 10 to the one off
party for 120 guests all you need to do is call:

Vicky Taylor
on
01295 780206 / 07841 910037
www.swacliffegrange.com
GREAT ROLLRIGHT C.E.PRIMARY SCHOOL – OCTOBER NEWS
One of our pupils, Oscar Riddell-Olsson, aged 5, from Hook Norton and his Mum, Alison, were so
grateful for all the support they received in making a difficult transition to school such a smooth
one, that they decided to show their appreciation by raising money through a sponsored bike ride.
Oscar and his Mum cycled 10 miles, accompanied by friends and family and raised an overwhelming
£800+ for the school funds.
Constructed over the summer break, our new shelter for the outdoor learning space was recently
declared open by Mr Richard Stilwell, Chairman of the Governing Body.
After-school clubs at Great Rollright are such a major attraction that the only dilemma facing pupils
at the beginning of each term is one of choice! We have some budding musketeers at Fencing Club,
which is a fantastic opportunity for pupils to learn skills in balance and control. Sewing Club is run
by the talented Mrs Emm from Rollright, whose enthusiasm for needle skills is proving infectious,
as the group she teaches continues to grow. Other clubs that are running this term are: Computer
Xplorers, Science Club, Hockey and Walking.
The Walking Club has started up again this autumn and now includes some ex-pupils and their
parents who returned to their old primary school for a fix of fresh air and sociable exercise. Run on
an entirely voluntary basis, the group has continued support from a number of parents and staff,
equally eager to get their boots on and go for a 2–3 hour ramble. So far, the weather has been on
our side…
Some of you may have noticed our smart new school bus: a dazzling silver/red 17-seater Ford
Transit. The yellow minibus has gone ‘into semi-retirement’ and is now enjoying a new life with the
Air Training Corps.
Visit our website: www.greatrollrightprimary.com
20
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QUEST 2010
On 8 August, 47 Guides and 10 leaders from
Cherwell, headed on down to Abingdon to the
International School at Culham, to join 600 other
girls for our County Centenary Camp. The camp was
based around the last 100 years for the centenary
celebration; our camp was called the ‘Noughties’
(2000).
On our sub-camp we were joined by nine Nigerians
who took part in all the activities and bonded with
the girls. Over the week all the girls took part in a
number of different activities, including a tree-top
adventure where many girls conquered their fears
of heights, or wet and wild adventure where the
girls did canoeing, kayaking, dragon boating and
some tried water orbing. Other activities included
climbing, dance workshops, pioneering, water
games, crafts, radio workshops, kite building,
swimming, fencing, archery and even sledging!
In the evenings the girls were provided with a
variety of entertainments including discos and a live
band. One evening all of the internationals, from
Fiji, Nigeria, India, Australia and South Africa, put
on performances from their country. Our Nigerians
put on a fabulous show and showed us how to
dance. Although the weather was not perfect, the
girls had a fabulous camp, which ended with us
looking forward to the next 100 years of guiding.
I am Assistant Brownie Guider at Bognor Regis,
where I am at university. I was really pleased to
be able to join Hook Norton Guides at the County
Camp and I will be able to go back to Brownies and
tell them all about the great time I had.
Katie Wood

Catherine Checkley and Tim Gottschalk
were married at St Peter's Church on 4 September 2010
Stewart Watts and Michaela Cooke
were married at St Peter’s Church on 7 August 2010
Dr Rosalie Hughes (daughter of Marcus and Judy) and Benjamin Springett
were married at St Peter’s Church on 11 September 2010
Gareth Carter and Jo Ridell
were married at St Peter’s Church on 18 September 2010
21
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SUPER

SCRAPINGS
Food waste... just brown bin it!
www.cherwell.gov.uk/foodwaste
tel: 01295 221940
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PARISH COUNCIL SNIPPETS
NHS Oxfordshire – talking health with your local NHS
NHS Oxfordshire is encouraging the public to have a say in how their local health services are
designed and delivered. There is a leaflet ‘Come and Talk Health’ and the public can register
their interest on the new Talking Health database: https://consult.oxfordshire.nhs.uk
Electric blanket testing
The annual campaign takes place during October and a free safety check is being offered
in Banbury on Tuesday 19 October. The testing is done by qualified staff and the timed
appointments must be booked in advance. During the 2009 campaign of 1,040 blankets
tested, 357 failed completely and had to be taken out of use. To arrange an appointment, call
01865 815607 or email trading.standards@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

STOUR SINGERS INVITE YOU TO ‘COME AND SING!’
Choral singing is good exercise, good fun, good company and good for your
health! Anyone of any age can do it and it’s never too late to start – provided
you can find a good choir to join.
In Shipston we are lucky, for Stour Singers, founded by its conductor Richard
Emms 35 years ago, is about to start rehearsing its Christmas programme,
which includes Benjamin Britten’s Saint Nicolas, from 7pm to 9pm on Thursday 16 September
in the Community Lounge of Shipston High School, Darlingscote Road, Shipston-on-Stour. If
you want to try or return to choral singing you are warmly invited to come and join in. There
are no auditions! The society is a balanced choir of about 60 voices drawn from a wide area of
Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire and Warwickshire, so you won’t feel alone. Music is usually hired
and and free to members. We produce CDs of the individual parts so everyone can get to know
the music at their own pace.
The public performance of this music will be on Saturday 11 December at 7.30pm in St Edmund’s
Church, Shipston with the distinguished Orchestra of the Swan – a night to remember.
For further details please contact
visit our website: www.stoursingers.org.uk

Vic

Twyman

Tel

01608

664215

and

LEE STRATFORD COMMUNITY TRUST
2010 Christmas Parties: Sunday 12 December at The Memorial Hall 1pm and 3.30pm: This year
we are returning to the old format of two parties: one for the 0–5 year olds and one for the 6–10
year olds. The entertainment will be provided by Sir Nit Wit who will be conjuring up magic and
mayhem. The parties are FREE to all Hook Norton children aged 0–10 and tickets will be issued
during the first week of December. All applications need to be in by Tuesday 30 November. Santa
has been contacted and will be able to make a very special visit again this year to hand out early
presents for everyone.
Lee’s Six-a-Side Football Tournament: This took place on Sunday 1 August and was, as usual, a
great success. The weather was really good and ten teams turned up to take part. A BIG thank you
to Hook Norton Football Club especially Geoff James and Garnet Thomas, all the players who took
part in the tournament and The Sports & Social Club for all their efforts in making this happen and
helping us to realise this fitting memorial tribute to Lee and raising much-needed funds for the
Christmas parties. Valerie Stratford, Tel: 01608 730419 email: vstratford@fsmail.net
23
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ST PETER’S CHURCH
At the recent baptism of a one-year-old family member in Herefordshire I was struck by how many
of the congregation admitted that they had not set foot in a church since the last wedding/baptism/
funeral/Christmas nativity they had attended. Although this may
now be a relatively common reality for ‘special occasion’ services
that draw in family and friends from both near and far, it certainly
didn’t mean the service was any less spiritual or God-centric.
Baby’s family and friends were all very evidently uplifted by the
opportunity to sing hymns that were familiar from their own
childhoods, but with perhaps a new understanding of the words,
and then spend a few minutes in heartfelt prayer before welcoming the latest member into God’s
family with a real commitment to the words and responses of the baptismal liturgy. Coupled with
the fact that the recently ordained vicar was carrying out her first solo baptism and was eager to get
things ‘right’ and engage the congregation, it was a wonderful and moving occasion, filled with God’s
presence, and hopefully refuelling a number of people with His Spirit until the next time they make
it to church. Just a thought .....
On to more local news now.
As many people will already know, our youth leaders, Chris and Laura Cooke, will soon be leaving
Hook Norton for Byker in Newcastle, where Laura will be heading a team that aims to set up a new
cell for the Eden project: http://www.eden-network.org.uk. Eden is an inspiring approach to urban
youthwork and missional community. Its mandate is to go to the most challenging urban areas and
share God’s life-changing love in word and action. The unique thing about Eden is that the teams
live right in these communities, sharing the problems of people growing up there and ministering
to their needs.
We thank Chris and Laura for ALL they have been doing over the last few years to bring the light of
Jesus to so many of our young people. Please keep Laura and Chris in your prayers and ask for God’s
blessing on them as they prepare for a truly life-changing move, in the name of God, and with the
love of Jesus at the centre.
Chris and Laura’s impending move to Newcastle is coupled with the exciting news that refurbishment
of the Norman Matthews Hall has now started in earnest. These factors combined do mean that the
two youth groups, Energise and Outlook, and the weekly Drop sessions, may be subject to some
disruption. In the near-term, please contact the Norman Matthews Hall Manager (that’s me) on
01608 730818, for updates on dates and venues for forthcoming youth group meetings.
Special Events coming up ....
Connect Ad-Hoc Singers – are going to meet for the month of November.
Kicking off with an afternoon of singing on Sunday 31 October, with tea and delicious cakes to keep
us going in the middle. Continuing with four weekly rehearsals on a Wednesday evening. Culminating
in an afternoon rehearsal and evening concert on Saturday 27 November in St Peter’s Church, Hook
Norton. There will be all sorts of styles; so something for everyone ... to find out more, please phone
Jenny Mead on 01608 730146 or email: jenny@mead-family.org.uk.
The 14th Annual Craft Fair is on Saturday 6 November at St Peter’s.
Many old friends among the regular craftspeople who have lots of new ideas for early Christmas
shopping, plus several new crafters with some unusual work. Also a ‘Make and take’ card workshop
for the children (and the young at heart!), and many demonstrations ongoing throughout the day.
The Grand Draw will take place at the fair with a very handy £100 cash 1st prize plus many others.
Becky Cooke is kindly organising the Grand Draw, so if you’d like to buy or sell some tickets, please
contact her on 730976. Craft Fair opening times on the day: 10am–5pm. For more information,
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please contact Jan Hughes 01608 737900.
The success of the recent Ladies Evening with Christian silversmith Norma Murrain has prompted
numerous requests for a follow-on workshop with Norma here in the village, at which we will get the
chance to have a go at some silversmithing. It will be open to all, so to find out more, please contact
Jan Hughes on 01608 737900, as soon as possible!
Regular Diary Dates:
•

Font Café: 10am–12 noon, every Tuesday and Saturday morning. Fresh coffee, tea and biscuits,
served free of charge. An opportunity to meet with friends, relax and chat. Children and wellbehaved dogs welcome!

•

Jesus and Me (JAM) club: Hook Norton Primary School study centre, every Wednesday, 3.15–
4.15pm during term time. For children in Key Stage 2.

•

Wheelers and Squealers: Our regular get-togethers for the village tots, tinies and their parents/
carers. 11am at St Peter’s, every second Thursday of the month (see posters for confirmation).

•

Youth Groups and The Drop: Please See above.... The Youth Groups generally meet once a
month. There are two groups. Energise is the group for all secondary school children. Outlook
is for young people in school year 10 and upwards. The Drop is held every Tuesday afternoon
during term time, 5–7pm, and is open to everyone in school Year 4 and upwards. Lots of free
activities.

Sophia Fox 730818; sophiafox1@aol.com; www.stpeters-hooknorton.org. uk

LIBRARY NEWS
Opening hours:

Monday 2–5pm

6–7pm

Wednesday

2–5pm

		

Friday

6–7pm

Saturday		

10–12.30pm

2–5pm

Hope you all had a happy summer.
The summer reading challenge for children saw 147 children taking part and I’m expecting at
least 60%, which is usually the national average, to complete. So a big well done to all those
children who did lots of reading over the summer.
During the week of 18–24 October, ICT taster sessions will be held in the
library. If anyone wishes to attend a session, please give your name at the desk
or telephone and leave a message on the answerphone. For those with little or
no knowledge of computers, these sessions are ideal.
I would like to thank all those who attended the FOHNCL AGM and the ‘Friends’
for organising it and for the refreshments. I would also like to thank the Brewery for letting us
use such a lovely venue. Also attending was Anne Manwaring, my line manager, and also Jillian
Southwell, Assistant County Librarian for Strategies and Development,
who could answer more questions than I about the uncertainties with the
library service at the moment.
Don’t forget we have photocopying, local newspapers, magazines and
recently donated Money Weekly publication. Thank you for your continued
support of the library.
Regards,						
Janet May, Library Manager
25
October_2010.indd 25

27/09/2010 22:15:19

Select & Save @ The Village Shop
High Street, Hook Norton, Oxon, OX15 5NQ
Tel 01608 737245, Fax 01608 737481
E-mail:- enquiries @villageshophooky.co.uk
Monday to Friday 7am –8pm
Saturdays 8am – 8pm
Sundays 8am – 6pm

Our flower department is blooming marvellous. Our trained florists
can make you anything to order. Are you going to a party, want a
gift or an extra special treat? We also do weddings, events &
funerals. Remember to get your order in early – our flowers come
direct from Holland on temperature controlled lorries.
Don’t forget our supplies of fresh bread, meat, cheeses,
vegetables, salads and fruit.
A night in with a bottle of wine and a DVD?
Or gorgeous cakes to go with a warming cup of tea...
No problem.

All here in your local village shop!

8
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
Hospice fete success: We were delighted with the success of our Sumer
Fete, held in the ground of the hospice last month. Over 1,500 people
attended and the event raised in the region of £9,000 towards nursing
care. Our grateful thanks to all those who supported the event.
Jumble sale: Long-time hospice supporters Bernie and Kerri Jones are
holding a jumble sale in aid of the hospice on Saturday 16 October at The Institute, Adderbury.
Doors open at 2pm and entry is 25p. As well as the usual bargains there will be a tombola,
hospice merchandise (including our Christmas cards) and tea/coffee/squash and biscuits. All
proceeds will benefit nursing care.
Banbury Camera Club Exhibition: Talented members of this local club will once again exhibit
an eclectic mix of photographs at the Michael Heseltine Gallery, Chenderit School, Middleton
Cheney from 19 to 24 October. Many images will also be for sale, in aid of Katharine House.
Opening times: Tues–Fri 9am–5pm, Sat–Sun 11am–4pm.
Christmas in November: Local craft group, the Crafty Ladies, are holding their annual festive sale
on Saturday 6 November at Middleton Village Hall, between 11am and 5pm. On offer will be
unique homemade crafts, home produce, hospice Christmas cards and merchandise and a raffle.
Entry is £1 to include coffee and biscuits. All proceeds to KHH.
Lights of Love: Our annual Lights of Love Service is scheduled for Thursday 25 November at St
Mary’s Church, Banbury. This will begin at 7pm with the switching on of the lights on the tree in
Horsefair, followed by a service of remembrance at 7.15pm. All are welcome to attend.
Santa Dash: Why not join us for our fabulous new winter fundraiser on Sunday 5 December
at Spiceball Park, Banbury. Everyone wears a Santa suit and runs or walks around their chosen
circuit (two routes available – 4km or 1km) and raises as much sponsorship as they can. Just
imagine the spectacle of hundreds of Santas in the park! Afterwards, enjoy the atmosphere and
join us for hot drinks and mince pies.
We hope the event will be both good fun and a great fundraiser. All are welcome (children under
16 must be accompanied by an adult and dogs must be kept on leads at all times). Entry is £13 for
adults and £7 for children, to include a Santa suit for you to keep, bib, medal, hot drink/squash
and mince pies (children under 6 enter free and receive a free Santa hat!).
For further information or to request an application form, please call Valerie or Sarah in Fundraising
on 01295 812161, or email valerie.carter@khh.org.uk. Alternatively, forms can be downloaded
from our website at www.khh.org.uk. Join us for what should be a wonderful event!
Christmas cards and 2011 calendar: We have received our stock of Christmas cards (15 eyecatching designs) and our 2011 calendar depicting photographs of Banbury in bygone days. These
are now available from all our shops and via mail order (call Fundraising on 01295 812161), and
will be in our reception from the beginning of the month. Images of the cards can be viewed at
www.khh.org.uk .
Lottery: The Katharine House weekly lottery is ten years old this year. With nearly 4,250 members,
we would love to boost our membership to 5,000. An extra 500 members could raise £26,000 per
year for nursing care. Why not consider joining for a chance to win £1,000 every week. If you are
already a member, we thank you for your support and ask that you might consider letting your
friends know about our lottery. For the person who has everything why not consider a lottery gift
card for birthdays or Christmas? To join you can download a form from our website www.khh.
org.uk or ring Wendy in Fundraising on 01295 812161.
Sarah Brennan, Community Fundraiser
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THE GREAT NORTH RUN
The Hooky Pint and newcomer
The Hooky Banana took to the
streets of Newcastle on 18th
and 19th September to join
over 54,000 other contestants
in the Great North Run! Lucy
Begnor dressed as a banana to
run in the 3-mile race, aiming to
beat the Hooky Pint’s average
pace in the adult half marathon
the next day, thereby proving
conclusively that fruit is better
than beer (and raising lots
of money for Leukaemia and
Lymphoma Research in the
process!), Sadly for all of us
beer lovers, the banana won
in a resounding victory with
Lucy completing the race in an
impressive 28 minutes, finishing
206th out of 734 girls – not bad
for a 12-year-old racing against
12–16-year-olds! Lucy’s average pace was 9 minutes 20 seconds per mile. The Hooky Pint staggered
round the next day at an average pace of nearly 12 minutes per mile, blaming hills, rain and general
old age for its embarrassing defeat! (It is also possible that The Pint was resting its laurels somewhat,
having discovered that it features in this year’s Guinness World Record Book, which came out this
week, as the fastest bottle to complete a marathon!)
Lucy loved taking part in the race and her first words when she finished were ‘Can I do it again?’
Apart from having fun training and running in the race, she has also raised a very impressive £270,
with more still coming in. If anyone would like to sponsor the Hooky Banana, her Just Giving site is
www.JustGiving.com/LucysBananaGNR.
Watch out for this banana everybody – there is a world record category for the fastest piece of fruit
and I think I may have given birth to it!!
Gill Begnor www.JustGiving.com/LucysBananaGNR

WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING – MACMILLAN CANCER
Once again, we shall be holding a Macmillan Cancer Coffee Morning at the
Study Centre, Hook Norton Primary School. Please note that the date will
be different to other annual coffee mornings, due to family commitments,
so you may be able to support more than one this year!
Date for your calendar is Friday 8 October, 9–11.30am.
Please note that we shall be having the usual raffle and coffee and cakes.
This will also be a good time to start your Christmas shopping as we shall
have Christmas cards and gifts for sale. Please make a note of this date and
look out for more information in newsletters to come.
Julie Wood: 01608 737998; julie@hookiewood.freeserve.co.uk
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CAN YOU HELP PLEASE?
SpecialEffect (www.specialeffect.org.uk) is a small local
charity whose work focuses on making computer games
accessible to children / young people who have physical
or learning disabilities. They also make eye-gaze computers available
to people who have suffered a traumatic injury or illness, so that they
can communicate using their eye movements.
The charity has been selected as the beneficiary of a big charity ball
in London on 1 December, run by the IT organisation Intellect. This is
great news but, in return, they have been asked to contribute to the
event by:
•

finding ten ‘amazing, money can't buy’ auction promises

•

getting 80–100 tombola prizes (worth between £10 and £50)

•

finding sponsorship for chocolates, champagne, themed teddy bears and small items for
goody bags to be given to the ladies at the event.

This is all rather daunting for a very small charity! If you are able to help with any of the above
or by suggesting a useful contact, I would be very happy to hear from you on 01608 730089
or email gillian@specialeffect.org.uk. Any contribution (however small) will be very gratefully
received! Thank you.
Gillian Taylor, 8 Well Bank, Hook Norton.

KIRSTY COOKE AND THE AMSTERDAM MARATHON
On 17 October 2010, Kirsty Cooke will be running the full 26.2 miles of
the Amsterdam marathon to raise funds for the SpecialEffect charity.
SpecialEffect is a young charity based in Charlbury, which works with
cutting-edge technology to improve the lives of disabled people.
If you would like to support Kirsty and donate to this fantastic cause, please visit http://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/KirstyCooke, or send donations to Kirsty Cooke, Fairview Farmhouse,
Sibford Road, Hook Norton.
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WARWICK CASTLE, GUIDE GETAWAY
Warwick Castle was brilliant and we had lots of fun things to watch. We saw an incredible fire
launching show where they had a giant fire ball and launched it into a field, it was really exciting!
We all sat together and told ghost stories! We watched a falconry display, which some people took
part in.
The food was really nice. We had a bacon sandwich for breakfast and a cheese burger for dinner,
which all came in a bag with a KitKat, fruit bars and a drink.
It was exciting sleeping in a tent with about 14 other friends even though the noisy peacocks kept us
awake! And although the weather wasn't perfect, it was still a fantastic evening.
If you didn't go this time, you’d better catch the next camp because every camp is a good camp!!
Millie Knight, 1st Hook Norton Guides
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NAMIBIA 2010 – SPORTS TOUR
On 11 July, following 18 months of
planning and fundraising for this trip,
we left Chipping Norton School to take
part in a sports tour to Namibia. It was a
netball and rugby tour and the teachers
had organised for us to play local schools
from all over Namibia; we would also go
on safaris and tour the local area and
finally stay with hosts from Windhoek,
the capital city of Namibia. I had one of
the best experiences of my life and it was
a trip of a lifetime.
I had only been on a plane once in my
life, two years ago and that was to Spain,
so a very short journey. This was slightly
different as over the whole trip it took
four different planes to travel to Namibia
and back. We left the day of the World Cup final and were greeted in Johannesburg airport by a sea
of orange Holland football supporters! Unfortunately, the airport lost the whole group’s luggage and
so we were unable to get to our stuff until 8:30 that night. We arrived at Karibib private school where
we stayed in their accommodation. When our bags arrived, we were able to have hot showers and
then we settled down to a very cold night’s sleep. You could describe it as camping inside! (Although
during the day the
weather was quite
hot, the temperature
was very low at night!)
Unfortunately, we lost all
of the netball matches,
but the standard of
sport in Namibia was
much higher standard
to what we were used
to in Oxfordshire.
One of the best
experiences of the trip
was the safari park. We
were there for one and
a half days going around
altogether on our tour
bus. As soon as we had
entered the park we were greeted by about 50 plus zebras. From there on we were greeted by lots
of different animals. Unfortunately, on the first half a day we didn’t get a chance to see any of the
big five but then on the second full day we were lucky enough to see rhinos, giraffes and elephants.
We had some very early wakeup calls, which were not so fun, but we were then able to see the sun
rise, which was beautiful.
My favourite trip on the tour was the Spitzkoppe, which is a set of mountains/rocks in different
formations. We were able to explore the area in the morning, then we were treated to a BBQ for
lunch. We then decided that we were going to go all the way to the top to watch the sun set. The view
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was amazing as you could see for miles. At the top it was about 5 degrees or less and I forgot to pack
my trousers so was stood at the top in my little shorts! I was very cold. We were unable to watch the
sunset fully as we had to get
down safely in the light!!
The food was amazing and
I ate oryx, which was very
nice.
We met so many nice
people along our trip from
the people we played
against to the families
we stayed with. Everyone
was very welcoming to
us, which made the trip
even more enjoyable. We
travelled to Walvis Bay –
we didn’t go there to play
netball but we went to see
the area. When we were
there, we stayed in a lovely
hotel, which was really
nice. We were allowed out of the hotel in groups to go for a meal; the girls went to the nearest place
possible, which was a pizzeria, which was lovely. When we were in Walvis Bay we went quad biking
and sand dune boarding, which was incredible and such an adrenaline rush. We quad biked for an
hour then did sand boarding, which is like sledging on sand but a lot steeper – it was very scary, but
great fun. We put vaseline on before we went down, which was a stupid idea as the sand stuck to our
lips! That evening we went out altogether for a meal and I had kingclip, which is a type of fish and it
was really yummy! After our meal we went out to a bar for drinks and we danced.
The following day we went on a marine cruise and were able to see a range of sea animals, which
included seals, pelicans and dolphins. The seals even came up onto our boat to join us!
We left Walvis Bay and went to the capital city of Namibia, which is Windhoek. When in Windhoek
we were hosted by members of the netball team and their families. That evening all of the girls went
out to Jo’s bar, which was amazing and the food tasted so good. We then went back to our hosts’
houses for the night. The next day we went to school and had a look around. We then went off on
an open-top bus tour and explored the city and the shops. In the afternoon we had our matches. It
was very hot and the school team was amazing. I played against the national Namibian Centre – she
was so good and a lovely girl too. We lost that game, but we really enjoyed it. After we had finished
our netball match we went and watched the boys play their rugby match – it was great fun to watch,
but they also lost their match.
The following day was time to leave for the airport. We went shopping in the morning for last-minute
souvenirs to the market where you could haggle the price down on many gifts. We then set off to
the airport before getting on the plane in Windhoek and then we travelled to Johannesburg before
getting back to England where it was lovely to see all our family again.
This was an amazing trip and a great finish for my studies at Chipping Norton School. The teachers
and students were so nice and as well as playing really good sport, we had a great time too. I don’t
think I will ever forget this trip. A huge thank you to the teachers for taking us and making this trip
possible and of course to our sponsors too. If you ever have a chance to go to Namibia – go for it!
Megan Wood – Age 18
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Taking you where you want to go...

A modern first class reliable service
for all your coaching needs
14 – 70 seat coaches available
www.cheneycoaches.co.uk

Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, OX16 4RZ
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LOW CARBON HOOK NORTON – IT’S ALL HAPPENING!
With the grant offer letter for the £400,000 arriving on 23
July – as chance would have it, the last day of school for
Hook Norton primary – things have well and truly swung into
action!
The school governors were equal to the challenge set by agreeing to the work in the first week of
the school holidays so that we could mobilise installing £100,000 worth of Solar Photo Voltaic (PV)
panels to generate electricity for the school and solar thermal panels to heat its hot water. We are
really grateful to the governors for responding so quickly as without that responsiveness getting
everything installed would have been an impossibility. As it was with work on the inside of the school
having to continue into the last week before term started it needed all the patience of both the staff
and cleaning staff at the school – a big thank you to everyone!!
The work at the school will be complete by the time you read this article – already by mid September
the school is receiving free electricity at a level equivalent to systems that would be installed on eight
typical Hooky homes from the solar PV panels installed – see photos at www.hn-lc.org.uk (thanks
Jem Hayward). The school will now be able to take advantage of the government’s ‘Feed-in-Tariff’
(FiT) to be paid for the electricity they generate to feed back funds into the community’s very own
mutual society – Hook Norton Low Carbon Limited. While the sum of £100,000 seems very large, we
expect the FiT to pay that back within 12 years so then the total value of the electricity used by the
school and FiT of upwards of £7,000 per year can be split between the school and HNLC – that and
at least 25 years of low carbon electricity and hot water – a real win-win!
Other community buildings that are interested in something similar should get in touch as soon as
possible, we’ve had several approaches and it is getting to decision time!
The other element that has moved forward rapidly since the last Newsletter are the interest-free
loans to households in and around Hook Norton to make energy saving improvements to their
house. We’ve given pre-approval to 12 loan applications and four have moved to the point where
we were able to sign the simple loan agreements at our last Low Carbon Hook Norton meeting on
14 September. Again, by the time you read this Newsletter people will have the money to carry out
the improvements in their bank accounts. We would like everyone in the community to have equal
access to these interest-free loans, so do have a think about what energy saving measures you would
like to carry out in your home and how we can help in terms of both advice and access to the money
to make things as easy as possible for you.
We had a packed meeting at the Brewery Visitors’ Centre again – we are indebted to James Clark
for hosting the meeting and to Duncan Collins who is always so generous with his time when the
discussions and ideas are flowing! In fact, I was at a meeting of Sustainable Charlbury at the start
of September when they were talking about what would encourage new people at all ends of the
spectrum on energy saving and climate change could join in their meetings. I had to say that there
really wasn’t any substitute for the hospitality of Hook Norton Brewery!
Transport was one of the hot areas of discussion as we are at the final point of deciding on how the
community can most benefit from reducing emissions from our use of transport in the Hooky. The
two main options discussed were whether to have a single electric pool car (which could be charged
up from the school’s PV system) or whether to have several (3–4) diesel cars that could run with the
waste-oil biodiesel that we will have available at the tank we will be installing at the Brewery shortly.
The overwhelming feeling of the meeting was to go for the 3–4 waste-oil biodiesel powered cars as
that provided the number of cars needed to make a pool-car system viable. The final decision has
yet to be made – so what do you think? Go to the village website and have your say or, if you prefer,
drop a note into the HNLC boxes located at the Village Shop and the Post Office.
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If you are going to drop something into the HNLC boxes, then we’d love it to be a membership form.
For just £1 you become a member of HNLC, which is a one member, one vote community organisation.
This also provides you access to the interest-free loans, the great offer we have for green electricity
supply at very competitive prices from Green Energy UK and great phone and broadband deals from
the Phone Co-op (please email info@hnlc.org.uk if you would like any more information on these).
The final topic we talked about were new approaches to low carbon holidays that people had found
worked well for them this year. The Lucases described a fantastic holiday in Slovenia via an overnight
train to and from Venice and the bonuses of time in both Paris and Venice. It really does help to show
that holidays in Europe really can avoid the hassle and emissions of those flights – we look forward to
hearing your examples. You might also like to visit www.loco2travel.com. Sarah Haden had another
great example of a ‘holiday at home’. Eliminating the household chores by having people come in
and do the day-to-day jobs, their family was able to enjoy the fantastic part of the world we live in.
Luxuries like day trips, in-home massages or meals out at our best local restaurants seemed just a
drop in the ocean compared the normal cost of a holiday away from home! A great reminder of why
we have all chosen to live in the glorious part of the country in the first place!
STOP PRESS – Don’t forget the £99 loft and cavity wall insulation scheme is starting to come to an
end, so if that’s on your list for this winter rather than chucking money out of your walls and roof
to melt the snow go to www.cocoonyourhome.co.uk or ring 0800 80 48 777.
Things are moving fast so do come to the next LCHN meeting to hear the latest updates and offers
available to the community. The next meeting will be held at the Brewery Visitors’ Centre on
Wednesday 3 November.
For further information contact Tim Lunel on 730446 or lunel@btinternet.com.

Cycle ride raises over £22,000 for CLIC Sargent!
In May of this year, Adam Green and Gary Parkinson, both from Hook Norton, cycled from Lands
End to John O’Groats and raised a staggering £22,228 for CLIC Sargent, the charity which provides
cancer care for children.
Together with their friend, John Kinirons, they cycled the 924 mile journey in just 9 days,
completing their journey on 30th May.
Adam, Gary and John would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who sponsored them and
helped raise such a fantastic amount of money for the charity.
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HOOK NORTON, OX15 5DD
(1 mile north of Hook Norton village)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: 01608 737349 www.firs-garage.com
_____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Extensive range of new
and used vehicles
Servicing & MOT at
competitive rates
Parts Bodyshop Graphics
Mitsubishi Outlander 4WD. 5 or 7 seats.
Superb fuel economy & low emissions.

Attended fuel & shop,
friendly service & more !

Family Business Established 1960 – thank you for your custom
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AROMATHERAPY / HOLISTIC MASSAGE
Monica Overbury is a registered nurse offering massage

Massage using Aromatherapy oils can give a great sense of wellbeing offering
relief from stress and tension as well as back, headaches and neck pain.
It can help lift low moods, PMT and insomnia and boost immunity,
helping us cope with fatigue.
It is a lovely way to receive a treat for mind and body.
To make an appointment please call

07780 718810

leaving your name & number

PRICE LIST

Initial Assessment:

£5.00

1 hour Full Body Massage:

£35.00

30 mins Back, Neck and Shoulder massage: £25.00
Home visits possible and gift vouchers available
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HOOKY 6
We had to alter the weekend of our 25th Hooky 6 this year owing to holidays/weddings etc., so it was
fingers crossed that we did not jinx our reputation for choosing a hot sunny day for this event. As it
happened, we were blessed with the weather yet again. I think this year we had a record number of
finishers in the main race as well as a good turn-out for the Fun Run.
To add to the atmosphere, the Brewery very kindly brought out the dray and the shire horses. One
runner said it was like stepping back in time and was ‘just wonderful!’. We were also fortunate that
two runners taking part were journalists from Runner's World (who also provided their photographer)
and told me that there would be an article about the race in the November issue – fame at last !
It all seemed to go off OK, according to the feedback we received, and you can see Kerrie and Colette
sporting the commemorative T-shirt up at the clubhouse! Thank you to everybody who helped out
on the day with the marshalling, the cake baking and generally being useful. It wouldn’t be possible
without you.
No sooner is the Hooky 6 over and done with for this year, than we are gearing up for the Christmas
Canter in December. This is a multi-terrain race of ‘6 country miles’, on road and off, which we
organise as a fund raiser for the Sports and Social Club as our contribution to their running costs. So,
if anyone from the village fancies a run out on the Sunday before Christmas (to offset the calories
that will be taken on board) they are most welcome to join in for a good village cause. It is all very low
key and light hearted, with a prize for the best fancy dress runner. All finishers will receive a mince
pie and a hot mulled wine. Can't say fairer than that, can we? We look forward to seeing some new
local faces at the race.

THE BELL INN
Some of you may have noticed that the Bell Inn has closed. A statement has been issued by Punch
Taverns about the unsightly grilles that have had to be put in place.
"It is always our priority that our pubs are open and trading and serving their local communities.
The Bell was closed very suddenly at the decision of the former operator and the temporary
boarding is a security measure stipulated by our insurers whilst the pub is closed in the short
term. We are exploring a number of options around the future of the Bell and working towards
re-opening the pub as soon as possible. We are pleased to reveal that we are already in
discussions with a potential new tenant. If any other readers are interested in finding out more
about the opportunity to run this business, they can call our recruitment team on 0844 848
3279."

DEAR EDITORS,
I am sure few people would disagree that Hook Norton is a great place in which to live. I have
always found the people to be one of its strong points – well, most of them.
Unfortunately, a small but annoying minority seem hell-bent on spoiling the village. As an example,
who do people think are going to deal with their bottles when the bottle bank is full? While it is
annoying when you get there to find the receptacles full, that’s no excuse to simply leave them
piled up for someone else to deal with. This, however, is but a minor problem compared to those
who continue to allow their dogs to foul the verges and fail to clean up. With plenty of bins and
free bags from the Post Office, there is no excuse for the feckless few to be giving responsible dog
owners a bad name. Time after time this matter appears in the Newsletter, but still it continues.
It’s time for the Parish Council to stop sitting on their hands and to try and motivate the dog
warden to bring about some prosecutions. Angry (but civilised) - Name & address supplied
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
A real coup for Chippy Theatre, they have managed to get the first performance of ‘Farm Boy’ after the
Edinburgh Festival. This is a sequel to the continuing West End hit ‘War Horse’ and had a good review at
the Festival. There are only two performances on 13 October, so I fear it may be sold out; please don’t
mug me for our tickets! Perhaps an entertaining alternative at the same theatre is on 6 October, when
the Oxfordshire Theatre Company presents ‘Vertigo’ – an intriguing story of obsessive love and an almost
perfect murder.
The Playhouse at Oxford continues its excellent choice of plays. Between 13 and 16 October they give
us T.S. Eliot’s ‘Murder in the Cathedral’ – “Who will rid me of this turbulent priest?”. This blend of music,
drama and poetry will be performed inside Christ Church Cathedral – an appropriate setting. Then the
Oxford Student Company goes back in history with Peter Shaffer’s ‘The Royal Hunt of the Sun’. A dramatic
story of the God-King of the Incas and Spanish treasure-hunters (27–30 October). My favourite will be
Tennessee Williams’ iconic ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ – a fine play as well as film.
An Oxford theatre I have not yet visited is the North Wall in Summertown. It too presents a great play from
one of America’s best – Arthur Miller. ‘A View from the Bridge’ is a masterpiece – playing 27–30 October.
Indeed, ‘our cup runneth over’ with theatrical delights – Banbury’s Mill gives us ‘Under Milk Wood’ by
Dylan Thomas on 11 November followed, at end of the month, by the Banbury Cross Players presenting
another fine Peter Shaffer play, ‘Amadeus’.
My favourite theatre location, The Watermill near Newbury, has another intriguing play by the local
playwright Ade Morris. ‘Bullets and Beetroot Lips’ (17–20 November) spans two eras at a farm somewhere
near Newbury. First we meet the Landgirls of 1940 and then, in 1996, their grand-daughters as protesters
against a new road. Finally, I mention the Hooky Literature choice at Royal-Derngate, Northampton –
‘John Webster’s Jacobean tragedy ‘The Duchess of Malfi’ (15–30 October). Don’t go to the matinee on 21
October as you will meet some dubious characters – and they won’t all be on the stage!
At Warwick Arts Centre on Thursday 14 October, the Philharmonia Orchestra, conducted by Ashkenazy,
performs Sibelius, Grieg and finally Rachmaninov’s Symphony No.2 in E minor, Op.27. Then on the
following Sunday, 17 October at 4pm in the Birmingham Town Hall, the wonderful sounding Ex Cathedra
Consort & Baroque Ensemble, His Majesty’s Sagbutts and Cornetts perform Monteverdi’s ‘Vespers’. Who
could resist?
And who can resist our own Banbury Symphony Orchestra when they appear at St Mary’s Church, Banbury
on 20 November at 7.30pm. The highlight is Bruch’s ever-popular violin concerto with the talented Sue
Lynn as the soloist. Brahms Symphony No.4 and Balakirev Overture on Three Russian Themes complete
the programme. More local talent can be heard at St Mary’s Chipping Norton on 4 December when the
Chipping Norton Choral Society performs Mendelssohn’s ‘Elijah’. Yes, the season of great choral singing is
under way. What you must do is keep dates free in your diary to visit Tate Modern and the Royal Academy
in London. There are two fabulous exhibitions – at the former, until 16 January is the largest show of the
works of Paul Gauguin in the last 50 years. Linking to his exotic life in Polynesia, it should live up to its title
‘Maker of Myth’.
Some of Europe’s greatest art works are coming to the Royal Academy from Budapest’s palatial National
Gallery – many have never been seen in the UK before. From Leonardo onwards, the list of artists read like
a master-class. However, it is the first object to be seen as you enter the exhibition that intrigues me. The
St Andrew Altarpiece, which dates from 1512, was created for a small Hungarian church, but at 5 metres
high was too vast for the tiny church for which it was built. Apparently, it is the quality of the figures, not
the scale, that take the breath away. The artist or artists are unknown, but their work is easily among the
best of this period and shows that the flowering of art that took place during the Renaissance was by no
means confined to its traditional home of Italy. Always look for the unexpected.
John Wheatley
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CAN YOU TICK TWO OR MORE OF THESE STATEMENTS?
•

I like to sing

•

I’ve always wanted to sing in a choir, but never been brave enough/had the
opportunity

•

I used to sing in a choir, but haven’t for ages

•

I like singing in choirs, but can’t manage weekly rehearsals at the moment

•

I’d like to meet more people from the local villages

•

I am over 14 years old

Then this could be just what you’re looking for ........

THE AD-HOC SINGERS
•

We’re going to meet for the month of November

•

Kicking off with an afternoon of singing on Sunday 31 October, with tea and delicious
cakes to keep us going in the middle.

•

Continuing with four weekly rehearsals on a Wednesday evening.

•

Culminating in an afternoon rehearsal and evening concert on Saturday 27 November
in St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton.

There will be all sorts of styles, so something for everyone. Fancy coming along or finding out
more? Phone Jenny Mead on 01608 730146 or email jenny@mead-family.org.uk.

A BIG THANK YOU FROM THE FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL (FOHNS)
The past 12 months have been an incredibly successful and profitable time for
the Friends, raising what I believe to be a record amount in one year of just
over £10,000!! (estimate, to be confirmed by FOHNS Treasurer), over half of
which was raised at the Auction of Promises for a new cycle rack.
As well as a wide range of exciting events and activities, the Friends support
the school in offering a School Uniform Shop and refreshments at school
events such as May Day and Sports Day.
Ongoing fund-raising activities include the School Lottery, raising approximately £500 annually,
and Bag2School, which is a fantastic service for recycling clothes, etc., as well as bringing in
around £350 a year. Donations are welcome at any time and are received on an ad hoc basis.
In just 12 months, we have run the following events: Christmas Fayre, Live Band Evening, Live
Monopoly Game, Ladies Night, Car Boot and Bike Sale, Auction of Promises, Quiz Night at The
Sports and Social Club, Easter Chick Hunt and a Family Barbeque.
We do aim to provide a wide range of different activities to suit a variety of different ages
(and purses!), which we hope you enjoy. However, we are very keen to hear your ideas and
suggestions for events that you have particularly enjoyed or would like us to consider organising.
Please let us know.
May I take this opportunity to thank the Friends Committee, staff, pupils and volunteers involved
in organising the events and activities over the last academic year, and to all those who have
attended and supported them.
Hazel Hope, Chair of FOHNS
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury league matches
Floodlit League and Weekend matches
The Floodlit league and the Weekend matches have started. We have 3 Floodlit
teams and 2 Weekend teams. If you would like to play in a team, please contact Sue
Glasson on 01608 730880.
Tournaments
The Men’s Doubles was held on Sunday 12 September, and was won by Rai Wahlen
and Chris Rothwell; 12 pairs entered the tournament – many thanks to Rai for
organising it.
The Ladies’ Doubles was held on 18
September.
The Men’s Singles is scheduled for Saturday
2 October. £5 entry fee – includes tea in the
pavilion.
There is another Ladies’ Tournament on the
evening of Thursday 7 October. £10 entry
fee includes supper in the pavilion. The last
one was a great success, so we hope this
one will be equally well attended.
Skittles evening
Another tournament, but at the Sun this time.
This was held on Friday 10 September and 22
players attended.
News from Junior Coaching
The summer holiday coaching sessions, which
took place for two weeks at the start of August,
were well attended, particularly the mini tennis
red and junior classes. From this we have gained
several new junior players who have signed up
for next term.
The autumn coaching programme started on
Tuesday 7 September for a seven-week term. The ladies’ and rusty rackets’ coaching sessions began
the following week.
After the October half-term the mini tennis sessions will move indoors to the Hook Norton Primary
School until the end of March. The days/times of the sessions will remain the same.
To sign up or for more details please contact Marc on 01295 265085 or 07930 406 015 or email
marcgilkes@fsmail.net
And finally: We are very pleased to see our ex-Chairman Rick Wilkinson back on court again.

CONGRATULATIONS TO CHATSWORTH SUPERDOG CHAMPION LURCHER BASIL

Chatsworth Country Fair on 3 September 2010
CONGRATULATIONS to Basil owned by the Pickerings. This event took place throughout the day.
Basil started very well coming 1st in the simulated coursing, 2nd in the straight racing, 1st in the
long jump but not placed in the hurdles (as he likes to cheat in this event). Points were awarded
for each event and by late afternoon he was joint 1st therefore it was decided to have a run-off
to secure the championship. Basil thoroughly enjoyed his day at Chatsworth.
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DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors

6a Market Place, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5NA
Tel: 01608 643036 Fax: 01608 641025
e-mail: wynnlaw@tiscali.co.uk
Conveyancing (Written quotations on request).
Matrimonial & Family
Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business.
Home visits easily arranged for the housebound.

For a Totally Professional Service and Peace of Mind with
all your Oil and Water Storage Requirements
• Domestic Oil Tank Installations
• Safe Disposals and Services
• AGA and Rayburn Servicing
• Fuel Depots
TEL: 01386 853 030
E-MAIL: info@domestictankservices.com

Now is the
time to ch
eck
your Tank

24 Hour Emergency Call Out for Failed or
Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB – CHAMPIONS & HOUDINI ESCAPE AGAIN
The 2nd XI capped a really good season for the team by winning The Osberton Radiators Cup against
Horely on 1 August – great to have some silverware to have on display at the cricket club dinner
scheduled at the HNSSC on 23 October. We hope that those with a link to the cricket club will be able
to join us for an excellent evening right here in the village.
That win along with 4th position in Division 7 means they can look forward to another excellent season
of cricket next year. The star performer for the club this year was undoubtedly Tom Bartlett with 879
runs at an average of 42. Although, as you might have expected, the old-stager Paul Souch put in matchwinning performances in both the cup final (77 runs and 4 wickets for 18) for the 2nd XI and also the
final match of the season for the 1st XI (with a crucial 37 runs, see below). As always, though, it’s all
about team performances and those are too numerous to mention them all here!
The cricket season for the 1st XI came to a close on the second weekend of September with what
has become a traditional nail-biting finale! For the second year in a row the 1st XI needed to beat the
division champions to avoid dropping down a level, and for the second year in a row we came out on
top! This year’s win over Minster Lovell was particularly enjoyable as first we were able to celebrate
our win knowing that this kept us up, with the Minster Lovell captain kindly donating a bottle of their
bubbly reserved for what they had hoped would be their celebration. Then we were able to celebrate
again with the news that Charlbury, who could have overtaken Minster by winning their last game,
had lost. This time the celebrations included watching the whole of the Minster team jumping into
the Windrush – just as well they’ve got six
months to get those whites through several
washes!!
So we are all looking forward already to
the next season, hoping to welcome new
players – we know at least one cricketer
who has moved in to the village – keep the
bush telegraph going, we want to hear of
more! Tim Lunel
Contacts: Cricket dinner (23 Oct):
Barry Souch 730797
Seniors: Tim Lunel 730446
lunel@btinternet.com
Juniors: Steve Brown 730467
cricket@hooknorton.fnet.co.uk

FREELANCE BOOK-KEEPER/
ADMINISTRATOR
Required for
LOW CARBON HOOK NORTON
Flexible hours (up to 16hrs) each month
assisting the treasurer with producing
regular management accounts, managing
payments, invoices and correspondence,
answering queries from auditors and
ensuring all is running smoothly.
If interested, contact Helen Foster for
more information on 737391 or helen.
foster@hn-lc.org.uk
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
-

No job to small
-

Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922


Business and Home Computing
Building, Supply & Installation
Repairs, Maintenance & Data Transfer
E Mail & Internet Support
Ongoing Support & Disaster Recovery!

26 years PC experience : 17 in own business
Call Mark Clayson in Adderbury on

01295 812953
E Mail: info@markclaysoncomputers.co.uk
Web: markclaysoncomputers.co.uk

for People with Computers with Problems
or People with Problems with Computers!
48
October_2010.indd 48

27/09/2010 22:15:32

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Firstly, may I announce our next two concerts at St Peter’s Church – Saturday 16
October – is our autumn Bill Clarke Concert, and Saturday 4 December is the Band's
Christmas Carol Concert. Both start at 7.30pm with free admission and refreshments
and mince pies at Christmas!). We are experimenting with the Saturday evening in
preference to Sunday and would be interested in your thoughts!!
The Band played in Bournemouth back in May at the impressive Pine Walk Bandstand situated in
the pleasure gardens. Saturday was a very wet day (we were dry but audience were not!), however
Sunday was a glorious sunny day with an impressive audience soaking up the music and atmosphere –
an enjoyable break for us all. Whitby was our destination in 2009, I wonder what 2011 will bring??
We welcome a new percussionist to the Band. Graham joined us back in April and is doing an
excellent job of managing the percussion (Jenny, our conductor, constantly asking for more volume –
to the consternation of the bass section's eardrums!!). Also another recruit from Hook Norton – Mick
Taylor – joinsus on tenor horn, having previously played ‘up North’ with colliery bands (that brings
the Hook Norton-based membership to four – the most we've enjoyed since the 1970s). Chris Alcock
also joined us earlier in the year on front row cornet, bringing us up to full strength.
The year's engagements commenced with a charity concert at Wootton Wawen – a week of music in
their parish church. Other jobs have been dominated by open-air church services at both Wiggington
(Connect 2010) and Cropredy – also the village Baptist Church celebrations.
We are joining Banbury Cross Players to perform ‘Brassed Off’ at the Mill Theatre, Banbury in March
2011, rehearsals commence later this year. This will be an excellent showcase for both organisations.
Many of you will be familiar with the film based on a colliery band's struggle for survival during the
pit closures of the 1980s – we are all looking forward to this new experience of combining playing
with acting. Please watch this space for progress reports!!
We look forward to meeting you at the next concerts!
Martin Quartermain

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The Local History Group meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm in the Brewery
Visitors’ Centre. Speakers for this season are:
•

5 October Martin Quartermain: Hook Norton and its
Railway

•

2 November Shaun Morley: Out of the Workhouse: Social
Welfare Support in Victorian Oxfordshire

•

7 December Gerald Lesinski: Lord Leycester Hospital

•

4 January David McGill: Hook Norton: Read all about it!!

•

1 February Paul Warwick: A Short History of Morris
Dancing

•

1 March John Leighfield: Historic Maps of Oxfordshire

•

5 April Matthew Armitage: Tooley's Boatyard

•

3 May AGM & Social

Reprints of Margaret Dickins’ book about Hook Norton are still available at a cost of £9. However,
for a limited period copies of this book and Hook Norton 2000 AD - The Millennium Book can be
purchased for a combined price of £10. Please contact David McGill on 737103 or 730930, email
scotlandend@btinternet.com for further information.
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Application Form for Lee Stratford Community Trust
Hook Norton Christmas Parties Sunday 12th December 2010
Name………………………………………………………………………….....

Age……………. *Male/Female

Name……………………………………………………….………..………….

Age……………. *Male/Female

Name……………………………………………….…………..……………….

Age……………. *Male/Female

Name……………………………………………….…………………………….

Age……………. *Male/Female

Name……………………………………………………………….…………….

Age……………. *Male/Female

*delete as appropriate
Please tick the envelope symbol at the end of the line if you would like a letter from Santa delivered
with your ticket (Under 3’s must be accompanied by an adult)
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Telephone Number……………………………………………………
Telephone Number on day if different to above …………………………………………….
In accordance with the Data Protection Act all information will not be used for any other purpose
than organising the parties and will be destroyed after the event.
Parent/Guardian Name………………………………………………………………….(Please Print)
Parent/Guardian Signature………………………………………………………….

*Parents Notes*
Completed applications should be returned to:
Valerie Stratford, Old Police House, Netting Street, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon. OX15 5NP
IF YOU COULD ENCLOSE A STAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPE FOR RETURN OF THE TICKETS WE
WOULD BE VERY GRATEFUL. (It takes a long time to hand deliver them all!) Please allow a large
enough envelope, if a letter from Santa has been requested.
No applications will be accepted after the closing date (this is to allow time for preparation).
The time for the parties are:
1:00 – 3:00pm for the 0 – 5 year olds & 3:30 – 5:30 pm for the 6 – 10 year olds
Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before the start time.
ALL children must be collected by a responsible adult no later than 15 minutes after the party ends.
The Parties will be held at The War Memorial Hall, Chapel Street, Hook
Norton.
The parties are totally funded by the Lee Stratford Community Trust.
Application Closing Date – Tuesday 30th November
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Chipping Norton Physiotherapy Clinic
White Hart Mews, 16a High St, OX7 5AD

01608 645608

www.ChippingNortonPhysio.com
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK - MID JULY TO MID SEPTEMBER
Christopher Barry has emailed me with a great photo of a grass snake in his garden on Saturday 7
August at about 2pm, which was basking in the sun after what looks like having had quite a heavy
meal. Goodness knows what it ate, but it looks very big! In the afternoon of 27 July, a lone roe deer
buck was seen in a field in East End. On Saturday, 7t August at about 5pm, someone pointed out to
Tim Burchell that there was a small bat lying on the road in Bourne Lane, which he picked up and
put in an egg box. He was concerned about what to do, so he left it in his garden and, fortunately,
overnight the bat flew off. On 2 August we saw a Roesel’s bush-cricket on one of our outside windows,
then on the next day we saw an oak bush-cricket.
A couple of Painted Lady butterflies have
been seen in a garden in East End, but they
are few and far between this year, after the
amazing quantity that were seen around
the village last year. There have been quite
a few Small Tortoiseshell butterflies around
and we were very pleased when we found
a considerable number of their caterpillars
on the stinging nettles at the back of our
garden. I think nettles are a vital plant if
we have enough room to accommodate
a small amount. Red Admirals, Meadow
Brown and Gatekeeper butterflies have
also been seen around.
To finish the story about the nesting blue
tits in Aileen Watson’s back garden, which she says were quite noisy, but unfortunately she never
saw them fledge. On opening the box, the nest contained animal fur, feathers, soft moss and a bit of
wool. At the end of July Tim Burchell was in a garden in Sibford Road, when he witnessed a female
blackbird go after a young frog, which she pecked and pecked at until it had slowed down enough to
eat, and this was all in front of a cat in the hedge! On 30 July we saw two linnets in our garden, which
we think were probably the same pair that we had seen previously. Every time one has come on to
our birdbath. Tim Burchell had a linnet in his garden on 1 August. The last swifts were seen by Ray
Gasson on 7 August. The highlight of our year so far was the whitethroat that we first spotted on 2
August in our back hedge, a bird that we saw a great deal flitting around and also on our bird bath,
until our last sighting on 4 September. Ruth Knowles in East End had quite a few long-tailed tits, plus
coat tits and great tits in her garden on 22 August. She also saw five buzzards flying up and up in the
sky calling madly, and she watched this spectacular sight for about half an hour. The coat tits came
back to our garden on 31 August and we saw a willow warbler on 7 September. Recently there have
been many greenfinch and goldfinch young around and we had 17 greenfinch on 3 September.
Unfortunately, after more than nine years, this will be the final wildlife article that I will be able to
write as we are moving home in a couple of months time. I would like to say a special ‘thank you’ to
all of you who have been in touch and wish you happy wildlife watching in the future. Please contact
the editors (Helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk or news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk) if you
would like to take over from me. I do know that many people in the village read and enjoy this article
so someone needs to carry it on please.
Geraldine Moore
FROM THE EDITORS – Geraldine has been a stalwart contributor to the Newsletter for many years
and we are grateful to her for her always enjoyable pieces. We wish them well in their new life and
hope that they continue to enjoy the wildlife around them in their new home.
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MONDAY CLUB – MORE MEMBERS WANTED!
The Hook Norton Care Group has been running the Monday Club for nearly 20 years and we
currently have space for a few more senior members of our village to join us. The sessions start
from 10am each Monday with local volunteer drivers picking up and transporting members to
the Baptist Hall in Netting Street. The Leaders Pat Stratford and Rosemarie Allen, with a small
team of volunteer helpers, welcome the members and provide refreshments. A social time of
sharing news, needs and concerns is encouraged. Each week a main meal of fresh produce is
cooked, followed by a delicious dessert always enjoyed by the members.
The afternoon sessions have a variety of activities and interests, which include sing-alongs of
popular songs, quizzes, bingo, all our yesterdays – history boxes, seated exercise sessions with a
trainer, Wii games and films. The local library visit once a month and local foot care is available.
The afternoon session finishes at 3pm and volunteer drivers take the members back home. An
annual outing is organised in August and also an outing for Christmas lunch. There is so much
more to the club that you have to find out for yourself.
So, come on, visit us one Monday or give a call on 737813 or 737315.
Our members describe the club as warm, friendly and enjoyable.
PS If you are interested in being a volunteer driver or helper, please get in touch and let us
know. Thank you.
Hook Norton Care Group Ltd Charity No. 1117635. Company No. 05802195
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BAPTIST CHURCH
We recently had an enquiry by email form Christopher R Lawton, a PhD
candidate in history, working at the University of Georgia, USA, concerning
William Richards and Ann Gardner Richards who he thought resided in Hook
Norton during the 1820s and may have been affiliated to our church. Their children were born in
Hook Norton and the entire family emigrated from England to the United States in the early 1830s
and settled in Penfield, Green County, Georgia. He described William as already ordained at the time
of their arrival and that he succeeded Jesse Mercer as pastor at the Powelton Baptist Church. In 1838
he was honoured as one of the first Board of Trustees of Mercer University, Penfield and that he ran
the local bookstore that supplied books to the school. William and other prominent men founded
the Penfield Baptist Church in 1839, and he was a delegate many times at the annual Georgia Baptist
Convention.
The family were described as loving, close, well educated and charmingly funny. An example is given
from the third son’s diary entry for 3 July 1843 ‘...the eve of our Independence Day holiday…how
William took the whole family outside at night to serenade the town, as loudly as possible with a
stirring rendition of “God Save the Queen.”’ The children went on to prominent careers as writers,
an artist and a businessman. Christopher says in his email that the family were sadly torn apart by
the American Civil War.
We were able to confirm that William Richards was indeed the pastor of Hook Norton Baptist Church
from 1821 to 1831 and that the church minutes record him going away about 20 June 1831. It was
pleasing to be able to send Christopher a copy of our recently produced and published A History of
Hook Norton Baptist Church, which gives a little more information about William Richard’s time at
the church. About 150 copies have been sold and we still have a few more copies available from the
Church Office.
Back in Hook Norton, during October 2010, we are celebrating Harvest Thanksgiving on Sunday 3
October at 10.30am and we have the first of this sessions Just Desserts on Saturday 23 October from
7.30pm with a Quiz Night, both in support of worthy causes. At each Sunday morning service we
shall be considering some Basics for Believers. Do come and join us, all are welcome and we trust
will be helped and encouraged.
Thank you to all who supported the Cream Teas and Sale event on Saturday 4 September, which was
to help fund the rebuilding of the Hospital in Haiti. Over £400 was raised.
Rev. John Paul Taylor: Church Office open Monday–Friday 01608 737315
A CONCERT IN SWALCLIFFE CHURCH
In aid of the Church Tower Appeal
SUNDAY, 7 NOVEMBER 2010
7pm drinks followed by performance at 7.30pm
‘BACH TO BACHARACH’
An evening of light and well-loved music plus some lesser known repertoire performed by
actress and singer Gillian Bevan, international harpist Mariah Mazur,
pianist Joanna Benlalam and the wind players from Chamber Variations
Tickets: £12.50 to include free drink and canapés on arrival
Available from: Gay Harris 01295 788427 or email: gay.harris@virgin.net
Book early to avoid disappointment!
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HOOK NORTON FOOTBALL CLUB
I`m afraid that I failed to meet the last copy deadline, which explains the absence of anything in the
last edition of the Newsletter.
Senior football’s season began in earnest on 7 August and, as I write, the 1st team has managed
to score its first point in a league game. The 2nd team has also been in action and last Saturday
our new under 18s team played in their league for the first time, achieving an emphatic win over
Horspath 7-1.
The 1st team has also competed in the FA Cup for the first time, and in the FA Vase for the third
time. Unfortunately, we did not succeed in getting beyond the preliminary rounds we played in in
either competition. Let’s hope we have better luck next time.
Having an Under 18s side means that we have filled every age group (bar under 17s) for the first
time. This bodes well for the future of the club as it should mean that in years to come we will have
a stock of players rising up through the age groups, and ultimately if they`re good enough, playing
for the first team at Hellenic League level.
I am very pleased and proud to say the Hook
Norton Football Club has been awarded
Charter Standard Club of the Year 2010 by
the Oxfordshire Football Association. Kelly
Simmons MBE (FA Head of National Game)
presented the award. A lot of hard work
had gone into achieving Charter Standard,
especially by the Junior Football chairman
and all the team managers. They have all
done a sterling job and fully deserve such
recognition for their efforts. A lot of people
put a lot of time into this for absolutely
no reward, and the result is that we now
have a complete club providing football
at a decent standard to all those who
participate.
I am also proud to say that Geoff James,
former secretary of senior football, has
been awarded Charter Standard Volunteer
of the Year 2010.
Well done, Geoff,
and richly deserved
too.
Some of you may
have
noticed
that the eastern
floodlight has now
been re-installed
beside the main pitch and that railings have been replaced. The Under 16s and the Under 18s have
already played at home, and the 1st team played Newbury 14 September in the Hellenic League
Floodlit Cup.
Junior football is getting going too as we are now into September.
Let us hope that all our teams have a successful season.

Michael Barlow

56
October_2010.indd 56

27/09/2010 22:15:34

CHIPPING NORTON ORGANICS
for LOCAL ORGANIC
VEG FRUIT SALADS MEAT
MILK CREAM BREAD CAKES
EGGS WINE BEER CIDER WHOLEFOODS
Free delivery to your door
Box scheme & online ordering
Veggie-boxes can be tailor-made to suit your requirements

Tel 01608 642973

www.chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
sales@chippingnortonorganics.co.uk





www.sydsplods.co.uk
Tel. DAISY 01295 780700 daisy.sadler@btconnect.com
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Its a dirty job! - Why do it yourself?
Ovens � Cookers
� Extractors �
Hobs � Microwaves
Using non-caustic, non-toxic products in your home

Call: 01295 721294

We are your local oven cleaning company

Cooker Cleaning Company
www.cookercleaningcompany.co.uk
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OCTOBER village diary
02
02
03
04
05
05
05
06
07
08
09
09
12
13
13
14
14
14

19:30
19:30
15:30
14:00
15:00
17:00
19:30
09:00
09:45
09:00
09:00
19:00
17:00
09:00
14:30
11:00
19:30
20:00

15		
16 19:30
18 14:00
19 14:00
19 17:00
19 18:30
19 19:30
20 09:00
20 14:00
20 19:30
21 09:45
22 14:00
23 19:30
23 19:30
26 17:00
27 09:00
28 10:30
28 19:00
29 19:30
29 20:00
30 19:00
30 20:30
31 14:30

North Cotswold Chamber Choir
Race Night
Hooky Alternative Race For Life
Rhymetimes for 0 to 3 year olds
Have Your Say Meeting
The Drop Youth Group
Local History Group
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Rhythm Time Music
Macmillan Cancer Coffee Morning
Village Market
Film Society - The Red Shoes
The Drop Youth Group
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Reading Matters Book Club
Wheelers and Squealers
Parish Council Meeting
Beer Festival Donations Evening

St Peter’s Church
Sports and Social Club
The Gate Hangs High
Library
Outside Hook Norton Post Office
Norman Matthews Hall
Brewery Visitor Centre
Hook Norton Primary School
Hook Norton Sports & Social Club
Study Centre, Hook Norton Primary School
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Norman Matthews Hall
Hook Norton Primary School
Hook Norton Library
St Peter’s Church
Memorial Hall
Brewery visitor centre

Deadline for Donation Requests to HNCA
Hook Norton Brass Band Concert
St.Peter’s Church
ICT taster sessions
Library
WI Meeting
Baptist Hall
The Drop Youth Group
Norman Matthews Hall
Slimming World
Sun Inn
CGWS&D Meeting
Baptist Schoolroom
Community Morning - Mums and Tots Hook Norton Primary School
ICT taster sessions
Library
Garden Club
Memorial Hall
Rhythm Time Music
Hook Norton Sports & Social Club
ICT taster sessions
Library
Cricket Club Dinner
Sports and Social Club
Just Desserts Quiz Night
Baptist Church & Hall
The Drop Youth Group
Norman Matthews Hall
Community Morning - Mums and Tots Hook Norton Primary School
Carry On Learning
Normal Matthews / St Peters Hall
Busy Bees Craft Club
Baptist Hall
Halloween Bingo
Sports and Social Club
Halloween featuring Strobe Circus
Sun Inn Hook Norton
Film Society - Lourdes
Memorial Hall
Halloween Family Night
Sports and Social Club
The Ad-Hoc Singers
St Peters Church
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NOVEMBER village diary
2
02
03
03
03
03
06
08
08
09
09
10
10
10
10
11
11
11
11
11
12
13
13
14

17:00
19:30
09:00
11:00
19:30
19:30
10:00
14:00
19:30
17:00
19:30
09:00
14:30
19:30
19:30
09:45
11:00
19:30
19:30
20:00
19:30
09:00
10:00
19:30

The Drop Youth Group
Local History Group
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
WI Autumn Group Meeting
Low Carbon Hook Norton
The Ad-Hoc Singers
14th Annual Craft Fair
Rhymetimes for 0 to 3 year olds
Master Chef Heats - Provisional
The Drop Youth Group
Master Chef Heats - Provisional
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Reading Matters Book Club
Master Chef Heats - Provisional
The Ad-Hoc Singers
Rhythm Time Music
Wheelers and Squealers
Master Chef Heats - Provisional
Parish Council Meeting
Hooky Players Rehearsal
Master Chef Heats - Provisional
Village Market
Weavers & Spinners Workshop
Master Chef Final - Provisional

Norman Matthews Hall
Brewery Visitor Centre
Hook Norton Primary School
Baptist Church
Brewery Visitors’ Centre
Locations around the village
St. Peters’ Church
Library
Sports and Social Club
Norman Matthews Hall
Sports and Social Club
Hook Norton Primary School
Hook Norton Library
Sports and Social Club
Locations around the village
Hook Norton Sports & Social Club
St Peter’s Church
Sports and Social Club
Memorial Hall
Baptist Church
Sports and Social Club
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Sports and Social Club

15		
16 14:00
16 17:00
17 09:00
17 19:30
17 19:30
17 19:30
19 19:30
20 19:00
23 10:30
23 17:00
24 09:00
24 19:30
25 09:45
25 10:30
25 19:00
27 14:00
28 10:30
30 17:00

Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
WI Meeting
The Drop Youth Group
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Donations evening and AGM for HNCA
Garden Club
The Ad-Hoc Singers
Pudsey Bingo
Film Society - The Secret in Their Eyes
WI Coffee morning – Bring and Buy
The Drop Youth Group
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
The Ad-Hoc Singers
Rhythm Time Music
Carry On Learning
Busy Bees Craft Club
The Ad-Hoc Singers
United Service
The Drop Youth Group

Baptist Hall
Norman Matthews Hall
Hook Norton Primary School
Brewery Visitors Centre
Memorial Hall
Locations around the village
Sports and Social Club
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Norman Matthews Hall
Hook Norton Primary School
Locations around the village
Hook Norton Sports & Social Club Bourne
Normal Matthews / St Peters Hall
Baptist Hall
St Peter’s Church
Wiggington Methodist Church
Norman Matthews Hall

We apologise for the omissions and the abbreviations on these pages but in order
to fit everything in, some abbreviation is necessary.
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Your local oil company delivering to
Hooky and the surrounding areas






Competitive Prices
Easy Payment Schemes
Reliable Deliveries
Boiler Maintenance
Contact your local depot on

01295 268422

Domestic | Agricultural
Commercial | Lubricants

For more information and bookings
call Becky or Lisa
Tel: 07989 348878
or
07564 152611
e: enquiries@topdogdaycare.co.uk

www.topdogdaycare.co.uk

Arrive home to a happy relaxed dog

Collection and drop off service
Individual daily care plans for each dog
Dedicated staff team
Large secure outdoor play and exercise paddocks
Large indoor play area with non slip flooring
Rest room with sofas and dog beds
Dog holidays available

Hook Norton and Shipston on Stour
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The
he
e Firs
Garage
Gar
Gara
arage
The
T
Firs
Firrs AGarage
a
ra e
•
•
•
•
•
•

LL

All Makes Vehicle Servicing
M
AK
Competitive Prices
ES
Factory trained mechanics
MOT • Parts • Bodyshop • Fuel
Large site with easy parking
Extensive range of new and used vehicles

SE

RV

IC

IN

G

Hook Norton • Oxon • OX15 5DD (1 mile north of Hook Norton Village)
Tel: 01608 737349/737641 • www.ﬁrs-garage.com
Family Business established 1960

Estate Agents and Surveyors

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!









Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111
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Personalised design
service and
consultancy in your
own home.

Stylish complimentary
Cushions & Loose
Covers
Re-upholstery
service

Beautiful Bespoke
Curtains, Roman & Roller
Blinds & Soft Furnishings,
handmade to the highest
standard
Advice on every
kind of Fabric from
numerous suppliers

Custom made Bedspreads
& Headboards

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
email: info@annwoolgrove.com
www.annwoolgrove.com

New Sofas & Chairs



















HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice
01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com
Printed by KMS Litho Ltd - 01608 737640 - kmslitho.co.uk
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