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HANCOCKS
S O L I C I T O R S

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Email:
michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

Web: www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

Hancocks 
24 Horsefair, Banbury
Oxfordshire OX16 0YA

Telephone: +44 (0)1295 253211
Facsimile: +44 (0)1295 273069
DX 24201 Banbury
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

 Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
 Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
 Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
 Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
 Specialist Letting and Management service.
 Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.

 Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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FROM THE EDITORS
Icelandic ash has affected 
everyone in some way, even 
your local Newsletter.  Disrupted 
travel plans have resulted in 
this edition being a little late, 
for which we apologise.  But 
summer is with us, the sun is 
shining as I write and there is 
much to do in Hooky over the next few months.  Enjoy!

Andy                         730604                                            Helen                          737391

news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk                                            helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising Stephen Wadsworth 07536 008679
Distribution Malcolm Black 730668
Proofreading Emma Callery
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter 737391
Treasurer Kevin Hope
Directory Diana Barber 737428

TEXT AND ADVERTISING COPY DEADLINES

AUGUST issue    15th July

ADVERTISING RATES
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER

ADVERT  SIZE     MONO  COLOUR
Third Page (128mm wide x 60mm high)  £10.00  £20.00
Half Page  (128mm wide x 90mm high)  £15.00  £30.00

Please contact Stephen on 07536 008679 or advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

Text for Village activities    Free (a small donation is welcome)
Inserts for Village activities    On request from Malcolm Black

Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to: 
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk

COTSWOLD GUILD OF WEAVERS. SPINNERS AND DYERS 
The Cotswold guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers meets every month at the Baptist Church 
Hall, Hook Norton. Visitors are very welcome. Our meetings in June and July are at 7.30pm.
Tuesday 15 June: Craft evening, bring your own projects and share and learn with others. Any 
textile craft you fancy. Will be a mixture of spinning, various weaving methods, crochet and 
knitting – and more. Raffle and sales table. Guild library.
Tuesday 20 July: Cord making focus, with many different methods on show and to try. 
Our summer Saturday workshop is on August 7, 10am–4pm, in a garden at Enstone. We will be 
experimenting with natural and other dyes, dipping fleece and spun yarns.
Any enquiries, please contact Joan Sprittlehouse on 01295 812755.
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1ST HOOK NORTON BROWNIES
This term some of us went to the Brownie sleepover, which was held 
at the study centre. When we arrived at 5pm on Friday evening (5th 
of March) we took all our stuff to our own chair, which we could put 
all the things so they wouldn’t get lost. Then we found out what group 
we were in. There were trees, birds and flowers. I was in birds with 
Lottie, Amelia and Amy. To help for tea my group laid the table. For tea 
we had jacket potato. I had on mine tuna, cheese and baked beans. It 
was lovely! After tea we got out the beds and got dressed into our PJs. 
Then we sang songs round the campfire while drinking hot chocolate. 
(Not at the same time though!) Then went to brush our teeth and wash our faces. Then we got into bed. 
By 11pm most people were asleep. 
In the morning once we were all up we got dressed and put the beds away. That morning my group 
cooked breakfast. I had 2 slices of toast and some cheerios. After that we talked about the green cross 
code and made posters. Then we packed a rucksack and went for a 2hr walk around the viaducts. On the 
walk we had to look for things that were on the sheet and other things we saw. About 2/3 of the way we 
stopped and had some orange juice and a kit kat. During the sleepover you had to name as many trees, 
flowers and insects as possible. When we got back from the walk we packed all our belongings back into 
our cases. My team were washing-up for lunch so we finished our brownie challenge. For lunch we had 
sandwiches, crisps and juice. After lunch I washed up and dried the plates and cups. Then we got our 
badges. We got an out and about one and a brownie sleepover one. During the sleepover you collected 
points for doing kind and helpful things as well as the brownie challenge. Trees came 3rd, flowers came 
2nd and birds came 1st. (Hooray.) Me and my group each won a packet of chocolate buttons. Then it was 
time to go home. I had a great time. By Sasha Koch 

PARACHUTE JUMP
Venice Barry who has lived in East End for 
almost 25 years and who makes no secret 
of her 83 years is making a parachute jump 
early in June to raise funds for The Macular 
Disease Society. Venice has suffered from 
this distressing disease, which causes 
blindness, for more than seven years now 
and as there is always a hope that more 
research may find ways to alleviate or even 
cure the illness, money is what is needed.
If you would like to donate to this very worthy 
cause, please go to www.justgiving.com/
venice-barry or contact me on 737407 for 
a special Macular Disease Society donations 
envelope. Thank you. Christopher Barry
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HOOK NORTON FUND-RAISING NIGHT FOR 'HELP-FOR-HEROES'
On May Day at Moors House, home of David and Bridget Shepley-Cuthbert, 
a hugely successful fund-raising event took place in aid of 'Help-for-Heroes'. 
Thanks to the generosity of many donors, there were a galaxy of items offered 
for auction and as tombola prizes. A combination of enthusiasm to bid by 
those present and the skill of Mr Charlie Ross as auctioneer, resulted in almost 
£45,000 being raised.
Bryn Parry, co-founder of H4H, Colonel David Richmond, the highest ranking officer wounded 
in Afghanistan and Major Mike 
Webb, a bomb disposal expert, 
all spoke of their experiences, 
which added immense impetus 
to the fund-raising.
The music for the evening 
was provided by the Hook 
Norton Brass Band and the 
gifted soprano Sarah Draper, 
accompanied by Chris Pocock 
on piano.
Although the weather was very 
wet, no one was prepared to 
allow it to dampen their spirits. 
An amazing display of fireworks ended the evening and were enjoyed by the rest of Hook Norton 
as they lit up the rain-laden sky!
The organising committee wish to thank everyone who made it such a success; donors, sponsors 
and bidders. Among the many helpers deserving thanks a special mention must go to the men of 
St Peter's who managed the car parking – and helped many who were in difficulty when leaving 
in the rain. A real village effort.  Rita Wheatley

STOUR SINGERS – MAY CONCERT 2010
On 8 May 2010 The Orchestra of the Swan came to St Edmund’s Church, Shipston 
to partner Stour Singers in a Handel–Vivaldi concert. This was the first time this 
distinguished orchestra and local choral society had worked together and the 
effect was electric. The large audience of 200 people listened to three entirely 
unfamiliar works (Vivaldi’s Magnificat and Beatus Vir and Handel’s Laudate pueri Dominum) in 
rapt attention and, in the interval, enthused over the inspired singing of the choir. The sense of 
occasion was heightened by the virtuosity of international guest soprano, Katharine Fuge, in 
many fiendishly difficult Handelian ‘runs’ in Laudate and the serenity of Covent Garden mezzo 
Emma Selway’s interpretation of the well-loved ‘Ombra mai fu’ to the tune of Handel’s Largo. The 
success of the evening was due to Richard Emms, Stour Singers’ founder director, whose skilful 
conducting brought out the best in all performers, amateur and professional.
The next Stour Singers concert, also with The Orchestra of the Swan, will be on Sat 11 December 
2010 when the programme will include Britten’s Community Cantata, Saint Nicolas. Make a note 
of the date.
If you would like to sing with the choir, new members are always welcome – no auditions. Please 
contact Vic Twyman, tel: 01608 664215, for further details.
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Hooky Players
presents

It’s On It’s Off
Written by Ray Lawrence

By arrangement with LAZYBEE SCRIPTS

Directed by John McCormick

Memorial Hall Hook Norton

Thursday   24th JUNE 7:30pm
Friday        25th JUNE 7:30pm
Saturday   26th JUNE 7:30pm

TICKETS 
£6.50 Adults

£4.50 Children & Concessions

BOX OFFICE 
Sheila - 01608 730355  

In addition to the Summer Play on 24–26 June, Hooky Players will also be running the Kids Theatre 
Workshop at 1–5pm on Saturday 10 July in the Memorial Hall.
In both cases, if more information is needed, contact John McCormick on 737350. 

WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING – MACMILLAN CANCER
Once again, we shall be holding a Macmillan Cancer Coffee Morning at the 
Study Centre, Hook Norton Primary School. Please note that the date will be 
different to other annual coffee mornings, due to family commitments, so you 
may be able to support more than one this year!
Date for your calendar is Friday 8 October, 9–11.30am. Please note that we 
shall be having the usual raffle and coffee and cakes. This will also be a good time to start your 
Christmas shopping as we shall have Christmas cards and gifts for sale. Please make a note of 
this date and look out for more information in Newsletters to come. 
Julie Wood: julie@hookiewood.freeserve.co.uk

BRONTE SAYS THANKS
Many thanks to everyone who sent me cards, get well wishes and presents during my recent 
unplanned spell in hospital, everyone was amazing to both me and my family - Only in Hooky 
could someone be looked after, by so many - here’s hoping I’ll be better very soon - and thank 
you. luv Bronte 
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KATHARINE HOUSE
Festival of Open Gardens, June 2010
We have had a fantastic response so far to our Festival of Open Gardens, 
with the first two gardens that opened in April, raising over £1200. This 
month we have eight wonderful gardens open, including the hospice 
gardens, as detailed below:

6 June  KHH Gardens, Adderbury 2–5pm  
13 June  Sorbrook Mill, Bodicote 11.30–4 By permission of Anna Allott  
20 June  17 Twyford Gardens 2–5pm By permission of Jane & David 
Fletcher  
20 June  Placketts, Adderbury 2–6pm By permission of Dr David White 
20 June  Fairfield, Adderbury 2–6pm By permission of Mike & Val Adams 
26–27 June Wildwood, Farnborough 2–5pm By permission of Mr and Mrs Hart 
27 June Little Bridge House, Barford St Michael 2–5pm By permission of Patricia Field 
27 June 2 Church Cottages, Barford St Michael 2–5pm By permission of Erica Smith  

Do come along and visit some of these unique and interesting gardens if you can. It is a lovely 
way to spend an afternoon and all funds raised benefit nursing care. More information about 
individual gardens can be found on our website www.khh.org.uk or see one of our flyers, available 
in our shops and reception.
Midnight Walk, Saturday 19 June 2010 – more volunteers needed! 
We have had a wonderful response to our plea for volunteers for our 4th Midnight Walk but are 
still looking for more helpers to act as Marshalls on the night. If you are interested in being part 
of a very special evening, please phone Valerie on 01295 812161. 
Katharine House Hospice Summer Fete, Saturday 4 September 2–5pm
We are looking for volunteers to help out at our Summer Fete. Would you like run a stall or be 
part of the setting up/clearing up team? Please phone Sheila on 01295 812161 if you would like 
to join us. We look forward to hearing from you. Valerie Carter, Community Fundraiser

THE LIONS CLUB OF CHIPPING NORTON
The Lions Club of Chipping Norton this month is concentrating on the Message in a Bottle scheme. 
This is a scheme where a person keeps a plastic container in the fridge holding all the information 
that the emergency services may need if there is a sudden medical problem. The Lions have put 
bottles in most of the surgeries or they can be obtained from any of the Lions members or by 
contacting Lion Mike on 01608 644678.
The Lions are going to have a stall at the Churchill Car Show on 13 June and will have all the 
favourite things like the Lion Tombola, the Human Fruit Machine and we will have some of the 
Message in a Bottle containers. 
It is a quiet time, so please if you would like help to raise funds by having a Horse Race evening 
with real wooden horses, let us know. 
If you need, a straight 13-step stair lift, then please contact us or Dr Parker at Highlands and, of 
course, if you would like to join us, all you need to do is either come to The Fox on the second and 
fourth Tuesday at 8pm or contact a Lion.
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BLOXHAM DENTAL PRACTICE

&

BLOXHAM DENTAL @ BANBURY

We offer a full range of NHS & Private Services 
to maintain oral health and to enhance your smile

Now accepting new NHS Patients at both practices
Bloxham 01295 721030 Banbury 01295 257860

www.bloxhamdental.co.uk
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PARTY AT THE PALACE 
On Saturday 15 May, 3,800 Guides, 
Brownies and Rainbows arrived at Blenheim 
Palace for what was going to be a great 
time. Everyone turned up between 2pm 
and 2.30pm to start the fun activities that 
included a zip wire, tug-of-war, cooking, 
handling owls and science investigations. 
Our group’s favourites were the tug-of-war 
and the science investigations. The activities 
ended at 5pm and we all started munching 
on our picnic tea brought from home. We 
all ate in one area of the grounds and had a 
group photo taken which was great. 
It was then that the entertainment started which was held in a marquee 

and had some great music playing. 
This went on for a few hours while 
certain divisions were called out 
to go and get a hog roast or their 
vegetarian option. Most people ate 
theirs quite quickly which meant 
then it was time to get out our 
bedding and get to sleep, this was 
quite a fiddly job as it was getting 
very dark, but we all managed and 

were soon realising how tired we were. I personally believed that falling 
asleep under the stars has been one of most amazing things I have ever 
done. We woke up at about 5am and some people went to remake their promise at 5.07am. Breakfast 
was served at 7.15am and we left at 8.30am. Going on the campout was one of the best things I have 
done!
Lucy Evans, 1st Hook Norton Guides
PS This event was part of our Centenary Celebrations 
and was an Oxfordshire Girlguiding event. Thankfully, 
the weather was extremely kind to us and we were 
greeted with a lovely sunny day on the Saturday for 
our open air event. Other activities the Guides took 
part in included sitting in an RAF helicopter, circus 
skills and craft. At 6pm the Rainbows and Brownies 
left 1,000 Guides at Blenheim Palace for the sleepover 
and evening entertainment, which included circus 

skills in the open air. We didn’t take tents; they literally slept in 
the field sandwiched between groundsheets! When we woke at 
5am on Sunday, there was a thick layer of ice all over our bedding 
and bags! The Hook Norton Guides were a pleasure to take on 
this event, as usual very polite, well behaved and a joy to be with. 
Thank you also to the extra helpers who came to the event: Di, 
Katie and Michelle.

Julie Wood and Sarah Gardner, 1st Hook Norton Guides
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FRIDAY TODDLER GROUP
Held at the Baptist Hall every Friday between 9.15 and 11.15am
Hello Everybody, Well, what we have been up to? Let me see. 
We’ve had a great time over Easter, hunting for those eggs. I’ve got a confession to make to those 
who spent a lot of time looking for the last number. It got hidden under another and was moved 
later by myself when I realised what was happening. Sorry, but fun never the less. When the children 
came in, they enjoyed making their Easter chocolate nests with eggs and chicks in, to take home 
along with their very own Easter egg.
This was a first for the group, and I believe everybody had a fab time and will look forward to doing 
it again next year.
I would like to say ‘thank you’ to Janet Collins who took time out of her busy day to come and read a 
story to our little ones. It was a nice change for the children. Thank you.
Lunch Club has come on nicely and we have established ourselves a little group at the end of each 
month. I would like to thank Anita for been a star and making sure those jackets got cooked in time, 
as I was unable to attend our second Lunch Club because my youngest was very poorly. Her efforts 
made sure we didn’t have to cancel; so on behalf of the group, thank you. Our most recent Lunch 
Club was also a success as we tucked into cottage pie.
A note for your diaries, at the end of each month during the day of Lunch Club, Raychel has kindly 
offered to wax eyebrows for a small cost, to raise money for the group. She already has regulars and, 
yes, they use a swear box.
Last but not least, our Summer Fete is very nearly here. Any of you that wish to donate a screw top 
full bottle of wine or raffle prizes for the group then please do.
Diary Date: 26 June between 11am and 3pm
In AID OF THE LET’S PLAY PROJECT- Banbury (charity number 1111944)
Let's Play provides children with disabilities access to after school and holiday activities. A few 
children from the village attend Let's Play so we want to support the fantastic work they do.

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL 
AUCTION OF PROMISES SATURDAY 19 JUNE
Whatever you do, don’t forget Saturday 19 June, the FOHNS Auction of 
Promises. We have many good donations including a Tigermoth flight, holiday 
cottages, balloon rides and a Thai cooked meal, but we are keen to receive 
more! So please, please contact promisehookyschool@ymail.com to donate 
what you can. 
A few days before the auction, a list of all the lots will be available from the school office, so 
sealed bids will be possible. The funds raised will be for an urgently needed new store for the 
children’s bicycles, so please make sure you can come! On 19 June, doors to the Primary School 
hall will open at 7pm to view the lots, with the auction starting at 7.30pm. There is a bar open 
throughout, and cheese boards available to buy. It should be a very enjoyable evening!
In the meantime, thanks to all those who took part in – and helped organise – the FOHNS Easter 
Chick Hunt around the village. Thanks also to those who served coffee and croissants at the May 
Day celebrations and who were involved in the great live Monopoly game held in May in the 
village. Please keep supporting FOHNS. It really makes a difference to your school.
The FOHNS Committee
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Are you holding an event that you need to
hire cutlery and crockery for?

I have enough for 120 people including
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls

and serving spoons.

15p an item, and return it dirty!
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.

From private dinner parties for 10 to the one off
party for 120 guests  all you need to do is call:

 Vicky Taylor
on

01295 780206 / 07841 910037

www.swacliffegrange.com

Cutlery and Crockery for Hire
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300 AND WHAT? 
If you wondered why there were flags outside the Baptist Church on the 
weekend of 8–9 May, it was in celebration of the founding of our church 
nearly 370 years ago, making it one of the very earliest Baptist churches 
in the country. The trouble is, we cannot be exactly sure which year it was 
actually founded! A certain document led us to believe that it was 1640; hence the decision to 
celebrate. Subsequently, other information emerged that suggested it may have been a few years 
later than this, but with preparations by then well under way, we decided to celebrate anyway!
The weather on the day was cold and wet, so instead of the planned garden party, the Hook Norton 
Brass Band entertained in the church, which had been decorated with flowers and banners of 
children’s art depicting The Lord's prayer. After listening to the band, guests were treated to cream 
teas in the hall, where there was also an exhibition of church history. In the evening we were 
honoured to have Jonathan Edwards, General Secretary of the Baptist Union (the Baptist equivalent 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury), as guest speaker at a special celebratory service, also attended 
by friends from several other churches. John Taylor and others, suitably attired in Puritan costume, 
dramatised the story of our first minister, James Wilmot, who was arrested and imprisoned for not 
obeying a government edict for allowing a gathering of more than four people to worship in an 
alternative manner to the Anglican, and for not using the book of common prayer.
There were more cream teas on the Sunday afternoon and another eminent preacher, Roy Searle of 
the Northumbria community, in the evening. He gave a challenging, and amusing, address to a large 
congregation, which included members of the group of Cornerstone churches, to which we belong. 
A History of Hook Norton Baptist Church has been compiled and is available from the office at £1. 
Our thanks to Barbara Hicks, Ralph Mann and Pauline Ashbridge for their help with that.
It is good to learn about the past and we are grateful to those who pioneered the Baptist cause 
here, and others who faithfully supported it through the years, but we are so glad that those awful 
divisions and animosities between Anglicans and non-conformists are a thing of the past and that 
today we recognise each other as brothers and sisters in Christ and are happy to work together for 
the good of all. For many years we have shared certain services and, more recently, children's work 
and youth club. Now we are embarking on CONNECT 2010 with the Methodists and Anglicans from 
other villages. Looking back may be good, but looking forward is much better and we hope that 
people will be able to see us all as followers of Christ and not members of a denomination.
Having said that, it is still a blessing and inspiration to witness a service of believer's baptism, and on 
25 April we had that lovely opportunity when Jane Whitaker, Tim MacDonald and Nick Whitehead 
publicly confessed their faith in Christ in that way.
Our regular schedule

Sunday worship, 10.30am, except for JAM (Jesus and Me) service on the 3rd Sunday of each •	
month, alternating with St Peter’s
Informal Sunday evening service, 6.30pm (enquire first as it is sometimes cancelled)•	
Coffee morning and table games, Wednesdays, 10.30am•	
JAM club (school), Wednesdays, term-time only, 3.15–4.15pm•	
House group, Wednesdays, 8pm (enquire at church office for location)•	
Youth Clubs (shared with St Peter’s), The Drop’ every Tuesday, 5–7pm for years 4 and above. •	
Energise and Outlook, monthly. See St Peter’s website for details
Prayer meetings, Saturdays 8–9am in the upper room•	
HOLIDAY CLUB dates: 2–6 August for children of primary school age•	
Registrations taken towards end of summer term.•	

continued on page 19

June_2010.indd   17 01/06/2010   22:15:48



18

Pilates and Yoga 
Personal Training

Call Helen for more information on
01608 664659

email: info@purely-you.co.uk
www.purely-you.co.uk

Make Time to Focus Purely on You
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Rose Josephine Brighid Clark,
daughter of 

Thomas and Alice Clarke (née Irvine) 
was baptised at 

St Peter's Church, Hook Norton
 on 18 April 2010

SOMETHING’S COMING … 
TONIGHT? 
Contrary to what you might imagine 
typifies an English Choral Society – 
eloquence, enunciation, formality – 
there’s one such, nearby, which plans to 
let its usually well-managed hair down 
(… a bit!). All the way from the Austrian 
Tyrol (yes, we know; still rather neat) to 
the bygone slums of New York’s West 
Side (that’s better!) comes Magic from 
the Musicals.
The Warriner Choral Society offer a 
grand evening of music, as familiar and 
warming as it ever has been. Come and 
enjoy the evening with us on Saturday 3 
July at St Mary’s, Bloxham, at 8pm.
Tickets £10 (£8c) from Hamptons 
International Deddington, One Man 
Band Banbury, Bloxham Post Office, 
Jenny on 01295 721224. Refreshments 
during the evening.

continued from page 17
CONNECT 2010
Some of the events have already taken place. In April, Ian and Elaine Coules held a puppet 
workshop and the children involved gave a great performance the next day at the JAM service. 
Ian and Elaine will be back again in August to lead another Holiday Club and the children hope to 
perform again with the puppets then.
The Men's Breakfast and guest speaker on 8 May were much enjoyed, and the 69 young people 
who went to The Ultimate Event at Alton Towers on the same day had a great time, both physically 
and spiritually. By the time you read this, the Paul Hobbs exhibition during Arts Week will have 
taken place. I hope you were able to visit it at St Peter's. June will present a whole lot more 
happenings, plus a group of people going round offering to do your odd jobs (no, not the boy 
scouts). So, see if there is anything that interests you. There will be details on the CONNECT 2010 
website, on posters around the village and elsewhere in this Newsletter. On Sunday 20 June there 
will be no services in our own churches, but all will meet together at the school for combined 
worship and food! You are invited to come, too.
Hall bookings enquiries to Church Office. 737315.  Dorothy Smith 737266, Rev John Taylor 737315
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GARDEN CLUB
You may remember that back in April we had fine weather that 
seemed to promise the arrival of spring. On 10 April the Spring 
Show was held in St Peter's Church and the sun shone all day 
though it was colder inside than out. 
The daffodils had eventually come out and made a wonderful 
display; the tulips, however, were shy and many still are. 
Despite fears that the long winter would have restricted growth 
of plants, everyone had made a special effort and there were 
a fantastic number of entries in all classes. One of the judges 
commented on how good it was to come to such a 
thriving village show as many had ceased to exist. 
So thank you to all who took part and we expect even 
more entries in the Autumn Show – 11 September in 
the school.
The cup winners were: 

Harry Pargeter Cup (most points by a man) •	
Malcolm Black; 
Bill Clarke Cup (most points by a lady) Sian Arnold; •	
Willis Cup (most points by a child) Elliott Sabin; •	
Floral Art Cup, Sheila Lilley: •	
Redlands Cup for Homecraft, Val Cornelius; •	
Jo Bishop Cup for Photography, Kerrie McCormick. •	
The Certificate for Floral Art was awarded to Sheila Lilley •	
and the Certificate for Excellence in Horticulture to Dave 
Coates for his collection of three vegetables. 
The People’s Choice was Sian Arnold's embroidery of •	
Chatsworth. 

Congratulations to everyone.
As many will already know, the talk on 

Alpines on 21 April did not 
happen. The speakers’ car 
broke down on the way 
from Pershore and they 
had to be towed home – 
unfortunately too late to warn 
members who were already waiting 
in the Memorial Hall. Everyone was 
good humoured (suspecting volcanic 

ash) and after a cup of coffee a chat and drawing the raffle 
went home. The talk has been rescheduled for 15 September.
June and July are the months when we visit other people’s 
gardens; two very different ones this year. Swalcliffe Lea House 
on 16 June and Fiveways Shutford on 21 July. Meet at the Sun 
at 7pm for car sharing. If any doubt about the weather, tel: 
Malcolm Black 730668
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THE HOOKY ALTERNATIVE RACE FOR LIFE!
This is a message for all you runners, would-be runners, non-runners, walkers and dogs out there! 
Please make a note in your calendar that a brand new and exciting event will be taking place in Hook 
Norton on Sunday 3 October – the Hooky Alternative Race For Life!! This is not an official Race for Life 
but it is going to be run along the same lines (with some improvements!) and all proceeds/money 
raised will go to Cancer Research. The race is being organised by Jo Champion (new landlady of The 
Gate Hangs High pub) and Gill Begnor (Fastest Bottle in the World!). Details will be confirmed nearer 
the time, but to give you a rough idea:

The run is open to everybody and their dog – grannies, grandpas, mums, dads, kids – all ages •	
welcome.
Everyone goes at their own pace – run, walk or crawl.•	
 The route will be approximately 5km/3 miles, starting and finishing at The Gate.•	
Men/boys and women/girls will run separately. The male race will start half an hour before the •	
female race, the idea being that a) women do not feel intimidated by men overtaking them and 
b) the men get to the bar first and therefore buy the first round.
Jo and Peter will provide a light buffet at the end and, of course, the bar will be open for anyone •	
in need of refreshment!
Everyone must wear something pink (yes – even the men – it’s a Race for Life rule •	
apparently!)
Entry fees are £5 per adult and £3 per child/dog.•	
All finishers will receive a medal. •	

The fastest man and woman will each receive a meal for two at the Gate. (Obviously if the fastest 
man and woman would like to get together then more money will go to Cancer Research!) There will 
be more prizes for all categories, with kids split into age groups – and a bone for the fastest dog!
So come on all of you who have said in the last 12 months, ‘I must start exercising. I must get fit’ – 
here’s your chance. Set this as your target for October – and set the nearest lamppost as your target 
for this week! Anyone interested, please contact Gill on gill.begnor@isofthealth.com. Numbers will 
be limited, so sign up now! We’ll stay in touch until October and provide encouragement, sponsorship 
forms, fund-raising tips, training buddies ... and anything else you need from us! Running is a 
great way of getting fit, losing weight, making new friends, feeling good about yourself and, most 
importantly, raising money for a great cause!! We look forward to hearing from you! 
Gill and Jo x (www.HookyPint.co.uk)

HOOK NORTON PLAYGROUND NEWS
We are delighted to be able to announce that we have raised over £98,600 for a new playground! 
We have had significant grants from Oxfordshire County Council (Playbuilder and Aiming High), 
Cherwell District Council, The Trust for Oxfordshire's environment, The Oxfordshire Community 
Foundation, Music at the Crossroads, Hook Norton Beer Festival, Hook Norton Film Society, Hook 
Norton Vets, The Bellringers and the safari supper team, as well as donations from individual 
villagers.
We are so grateful and pleased, and we'd also like to thank everyone who attended the event at 
Hook Norton School on 1 December as we are sure it was this huge show of support that influenced 
us getting the larger grants.
There will be an additional village consultation on the layout and equipment in the new playground, 
details to follow. If all goes well, we expect the new playground to be installed by December. Keep 
an eye on the village website for more news! The Supporters of Hook Norton Playground
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ST PETER’S CHURCH
Well, it’s finally happening ... The CONNECT 2010 week kicks off (!) on 11 June, so 
PLEASE have a look at the relevant section in this Newsletter to see a full itinerary 
of events. If the wonderful feedback from the recent sell-out Men’s Breakfast 
and Youth excursion to Alton Towers is anything to go by, CONNECT 2010 will 
provide something for everyone. Thank you especially to former SAS officer, Mark 
Davies, who provided our menfolk with a fascinating morning at the recent Men’s 
Breakfast, as well as to all those who cooked, served and cleared up afterwards!
CONNECT 2010 provides a great opportunity both to join in with some great social events and also, 
though it’s not compulsory!, to find out more about what ‘us Christians’ are all about, and ask questions 
that you may not previously have voiced.
On a completely separate subject, a heartfelt well done to all the Youth, for successfully securing the 
£47,000 Youth Grant from Oxfordshire County Council, to fund refurbishment of the Norman Matthews 
Hall. They have since also been awarded another £1,000 from Heart FM to purchase specific equipment. 
At the beginning of April, St Peter’s completed lease negotiations for the hall with Oxfordshire County 
Council, and the lease has now been signed. A committee is being appointed to oversee day-to-day 
running of the building. We hope that once refurbishment has been completed, the hall will be a 
fantastic and well-equipped resource, for our Youth especially. 
Diary dates

Font Café: 10am–12 noon, every Tuesday and Saturday. Fresh coffee, tea and biscuits, served •	
free of charge. An opportunity to meet with friends, relax and chat. Children and well-behaved 
dogs welcome! 
Jesus and Me (JAM) Service: An all-age service tailored to our children, and held jointly with •	
Hook Norton Baptist Church. Every third Sunday, alternating between St Peter’s (10am) and Hook 
Norton Baptist Church (10.30am). See posters outside St Peter’s for further details.
Jesus and Me (JAM) club: Hook Norton Primary School study centre, every Wednesday, 3.15–•	
4.15pm during term time. For children in Keystage 2. 
Wheelers and Squealers: Our regular get-togethers for the village tots, tinies and their parents/•	
carers. 11am at St Peter’s, every second Thursday of the month (see posters for confirmation). 
Youth Groups and The Drop: The Youth Groups meet once a month at the Norman Matthews •	
Memorial Hall. There are two groups. Energize is the group for all secondary school children. 
Next Energize dates are Friday 28 May and Friday 25 June at 7.30pm. Outlook is for young people 
in school Year 10 and upwards. Next Outlook dates, Friday 11 June and Friday 9 July at 8pm. See 
also www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk. The Drop is held at the Norman Matthews Memorial Hall, 
every Tuesday afternoon, 5–7pm. Air hockey, art, Wii, table tennis, pool and outdoor sports. 
Open to everyone in school Year 4 and upwards. All activities free ... Fair Trade tuck shop to raise 
funds. For more details, contact Chris and Laura Cooke on 07739 313381 or see the St Peter’s 
website. 

Special Youth Events
Youth Film Night: 12 June, 5.30pm at Norman Matthews Hall. Come and see Avatar in 3D plus •	
free popcorn and drinks, as well as games and other activities. 
Quiz Night with special guest: Friday 18 June, 7.30pm at The Norman Matthews Hall. •	
DJ Night with Steve Leach: Saturday 10 July, 8–11pm at The Memorial Hall. Steve Leach has just •	
released his album ‘Right Here in This Room’, so come and have some fun at an old skool rave 
with free glow sticks! 
Energize BBQ: Friday 16t July, 7.30pm at The Norman Matthews Hall.•	
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CONNECT 2010
Lots of good things are happening in our local churches! So much happens here that you might 
not know about! For example, there are breakfasts, coffee mornings and other food events, 
exhibitions, a variety of concerts and entertainment, mums and toddler groups, holiday clubs, 
walks and talks; lots of opportunities to meet together in all sorts of different settings. The 
churches are committed to helping those in need, whether locally or in other places in the 
world!
Our young people have been busy developing an 
amazing network of friends and they are having a lot 
of fun together. They recently secured a government 
grant to renovate and improve their hall and have 
planned a fantastic programme future events! 
The Ultimate Event! Recently 70 of our young 
people spent a day at Alton Towers with a Christian 
rock concert in the evening. They had an amazing 
time!
Men’s Breakfast: Also on the same day over 50 men 
gathered at the Hooky Sports and Social Club to 
hear former SAS officer, Mark Davies, talk about his 
life and death experiences and journey to discovering his Christian faith. This was well received.
With so much going on we really want to make people aware of all that we have to offer.
Serving Our Communities
Want to find out more about how you might be able to help or receive support? We’re going to 
be organising ‘Acts of Random Kindness’ in and around our villages during the middle of June. It 
could be litter picking, simple garden tidying for someone who struggles to do it for themselves, 
help with shopping, or simply pop in for a cup of tea and a chat! Whatever it is, why not offer up 
some time or let us know who might need some help? Simply email us at hello@connect-2010.
co.uk or phone Liz Ridler on 01608 737400.
Take a look at ‘Just One Week in June....’ to see what we’re up to. Jonathan Mortimer from 
Through Faith Missions is coming with an experienced team of people to join us for the activities 
that have been organised for this week. Why not contact us to find out more? Check our website 
at www.connect-2010.co.uk or call in at any one of our local churches. Come and have a coffee 
and chat! Pick up one of our leaflets. See what else we have planned. So why not get involved? 
Join us!                                                                                                                      continued on page 27

Arts Week
This is also a useful opportunity to say thank you to everyone who exhibited and supported Arts Week 
in May. A special thank you to artist and Christian, Paul Hobbs, who displayed and spoke about his work 
at St Peter’s. We hope everyone who went along to Paul’s ‘In Emergency, Break Glass’ exhibition felt 
inspired.
And finally, just a brief note to confirm that after a five-year stint as one of St Peter’s churchwardens, 
I have now stood down from the position. Mary Powell, my co-churchwarden for the past year, will 
continue in the role and is being joined by Pam Horne. 
Sophia Fox 730818; sophiafox1@aol.com; www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk
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continued from page 25

JUST ONE WEEK IN JUNE

Team Quiz Night - 11 June 2010, 8pm prompt - Sports & Social Club; •	
Join in the fun with teams of four. Who has the greatest entertainment 
brains!!? 

Youth Film Night - 12 June 2010, 5.30pm - Norman Matthews Hall; ;                                                        •	
Come and see Avatar in 3D plus free popcorn and drinks as well as games and other 
activities.

Words & Music Extravaganza - 12 June 2010, 3pm - St Peter’s Church;                                             •	
A lively mixture of the light hearted and serious, reflecting the talents of our villages. 
Enjoy an afternoon tea too! 

Sunday Church Services - 13 June 2010, Check Local Times - All local churches; •	 Please 
come and join us for worship with visiting speakers and a chat over coffee. 

Open Air Service - 13 June 2010, 3pm - Recreation Field Wigginton;                                                       •	
Come along and enjoy great worship led by the Hook Norton Brass Band.

Juggling John! - 17 June 2010, All day - Hook Norton and Great Rollright Schools; •	
Well-known entertainer and juggler is coming to our schools and playgroups to 
provide fun and excitement and talk about Jesus. 

A Night of Colour with Daniel Cozens - 17 June 2010, 7.30pm - Primary School;•	  
Daniel talks about his life and paintings, as well as sharing his Christian faith. Join us 
for this great presentation and enjoy refreshments. 

An Afternoon of Colour - 18 June 2010, 2.30pm - Great Rollright Village Hall;                 •	
A repeat of the above.  

Healing Service - 18 June 2010, 7.30pm - St Peter’s Church•	 ;                                                                                                  
Join us for this spiritual time together with prayer for those with a need for healing in 
body, mind or spirit. 

Youth Quiz Night - 18 June 2010, 7.30pm - Norman Matthews Hall;                                                            •	
Free quiz night with teams of up to six and prizes galore! Enjoy activities and guest 
speakers with your mates! 

Breakfast with Daniel Cozens - 19 June 2010, 8.30am - The Sun;                                                                                     •	
Join us for fellowship, a cooked breakfast and to hear Daniel speak about his passions 
and love for Christ.

Family Walk and Picnic - 19 June 2010, 2pm start - Tom's Barn, Hook Norton;•	                   
Come along with your family and a picnic for this relaxing afternoon walk in our 
beautiful local countryside. 

Sunday Service & BBQ and Family Fun - 20 June 2010, 11am - Primary School; •	
Worship for all the family with visiting speaker and writer, Nick Cuthbert. Stay on and 
enjoy a pig-roast, fun and games!  
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CHIPPING NORTON ORGANICS
for LOCAL ORGANIC

VEG   FRUIT   SALADS   MEAT  
MILK   CREAM   BREAD   CAKES

EGGS WINE   BEER   CIDER   WHOLEFOODS

Free delivery to your door                     Box scheme & online ordering
Veggie-boxes can be tailor-made to suit your requirements

Tel 01608 642973
www.chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
sales@chippingnortonorganics.co.uk

ERIC WYATT
no call out charge

WASHING MACHINE - TUMBLE DRYER 
COOKER - FRIDGES AND FRIDGE FREEZERS

Eric Wyatt
6 Round Close Rd, Adderbury

Tel. No. (01295) 810116
Mobile  07831 595898

June_2010.indd   28 01/06/2010   22:16:13



29

CARRY ON LEARNING 
Hook Norton Carry on 
Learning was set up in the 
village a few years ago 
to provide intellectual 
stimulation for the older 
members of our community. It was originally anticipated that maybe six to eight would attend 
the monthly meetings, whereas the attendance now is typically 35 to 40.
To assist our speakers, who now increasingly 
expect up-to-date audio-visual technology, 
we are pleased to announce that a grant of 
£800 has been received from the Oxfordshire 
Community Foundation, for which we are 
most grateful. This has enabled us to purchase 
a digital projector and accessories, which will 
greatly enhance the quality of presentations at 
our monthly meetings.
I and some of my colleagues are now attempting 
to master the intricacies of PowerPoint!
Janet Warwick

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON LIBRARY BOOK AND PLANT SALE 
The sale on Saturday 15 May was yet another successful annual event for our 
village. The sun shone brightly and people came in droves to purchase the books 
and plants that were so generously donated. FiddleBop entertained us, as did 
the bell ringers. Everyone enjoyed the Font Café’s offering – sitting sipping in the 
sunshine. Events such as this reinforce the sense of community that is found in Hook Norton. We 
are proud of the range and quality of the books on sale. Janet also had some new members sign 
up at the library. Thanks are due to the following people for making the Book and Plant sale such 
a roaring success this year:

The Brewery, for their huge support again and for their generous donation for the raffle •	
prizes.
The Pottery and Tom and Gloria for their distinctive raffle contributions. •	
FiddleBop for setting a wonderful relaxing atmosphere for us.•	
The Font Café for super coffee and biscuits.•	
The Primary School for their brilliant banner.•	
The Baptist Church and St Peter’s for the loan of tables and equipment.•	
The members of the committee of the Friends for their hard work over several days, their •	
raffle prizes and their great team spirit.

... and to all who provided us with the books to start with and then came and supported us and 
helped to make the sale such a heart warming village occasion. The amounts raised were again up 
from last year – the overall total is approximately £572, made up from Plants sales: £151, which 
goes to Book Aid, Raffle: £137 and Book sales: approximately £284.
Start saving your books for next year ... we couldn’t do it without you. Thank you very much.  
Kerrie McCormick
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PACT - HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT 
ABOUT FOSTERING?
There is a recognised shortage of 10,000 Foster 
Carers in the UK. PACT (Parents And Children 
Together), founded in 1911, is also known as 
the Oxford Diocesan Council for Social Work 
inc. We are a registered charity working to 
improve life chances for children. The focus 
of our work is within Berkshire, Oxfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire and aims to build and 
strengthen families. 
We are an approved Adoption and Fostering 
Agency. We have a history of finding safe, 
loving families for children in care. Here are a 
few facts about Fostering:
Did you know you don’t have to be married to 
become a Foster Carer? You don’t have to have 
children already although you do need to have 
experience of caring for children.
Did you know you get paid a Fostering 
Allowance of £335.70 a week to be a Foster 
Carer which is tax free and won’t affect any 
other benefits?
Most of the children who need fostering are 
known as ‘hard to place’ children, they will 
usually be 8+ years of age.
Fostering is a hard but very rewarding job. 
If you think you might have what it takes to 
become a Permanent Foster Carer or you want 
to find out more then contact PACT now on 
0800 731 1845 e-mail fostering@pactcharity.
org or visit www.pactcharity.org

MEMBERS OF GIRLGUIDING CELEBRATE 100 YEARS OF 
GUIDING WITH 100 MILE CANOE RELAY
Over the Easter weekend, Julie, Katie (age 20) and Megan (age 17) Wood, 
Irene and Vicky (age 19) Hills and four other members from Banbury 
and District Canoe Club (BDCC) took part in a 100 mile all female canoe 
relay along the Kennet and Avon canal from Hungerford in Berkshire 
to Westminster, London to mark the Centenary of Girlguiding UK. The 
baton passed between all paddlers was a parchment that contained a celebratory message. 
In celebration of 100 years of Guiding, 200 years of the Kennet and Avon Canal and women in sport, 

a Brownie, Guides and Guiders from all over the country carried 
this parchment 100 miles in relay by canoes and kayaks from 
Hungerford to Westminster over the Easter weekend 2010. With 
this parchment comes the message of celebration and thanks for 
the last 100 years of Guiding along with our best wishes and hopes 
that the next 100 years will continue to provide women and girls 
with the opportunity for personal challenges, development, fun 
and lasting friendships.
The 40 participants came from around the UK from as far as Kirkcaldy 

and Chester to Banbury and Reading and ranged in age from an 8-year-old Brownie to an 81-year-
old Trefoil Guild member. Not only was the challenge an opportunity to celebrate the Centenary of 
Girlguiding UK but it was also a chance to encourage more women to get involved in sport. In fact, 
it gave many mothers the opportunity to canoe alongside or with their daughter in the same canoe. 
Katie and I went along to the start on Friday and supported the paddlers from Hungerford to 
Newbury where we saw Irene and Vicky Hills off on their way to Aldermaston. 
On Saturday, Katie and I paddled all 30 miles from Wokingham to Old Windsor, 
along the Thames, which was a beautiful stretch of water. We were joined by 
other paddlers for different distances, including Megan Wood and Grace Bell 
(a brownie aged 8 and member of BDCC) who paddled 7 miles (the furthest 
Grace had ever paddled!). The parchment was passed on to team mates who 
continued on the next leg of the journey. Our support crews followed us by car 
and they fed and watered us along the way.
The best bit of the whole weekend was the last day (Easter Monday) where we 
paddled from Richmond Canoe Club at 8am all the way to Westminster, which was 17 miles on the 
tideway. There were 16 of us paddling (Katie and me, Irene and Vicky and Megan and Alice, another 
friend from BDCC). There were eight boats going down the Thames in a big group – the river is so 
wide in places. It was a Centenary mountain-top moment, especially when Big Ben struck 10 as we 

paddled past it at the end. 
Tamsin Phipps, who organised the adventure and is the 
Boating Advisor for Girlguiding Berkshire said, ‘It was a 
tremendous weekend. Canoeing has been very much 
part of Guiding for decades and is such a super sport to 
be involved in as families can all take part together, which 
was very much the case in this 100 mile Canoe Relay.’
Richard Benyon, MP for Newbury, handed over the 
parchment for the start of the relay at 10am on Friday 2 
April and Paul Owen, Chief Executive of the British Canoe 
Union, was on hand at Festival Pier in Westminster at 

10am on Monday 5 April to receive the parchment after its 100-mile journey. 




 
www.sydsplods.co.uk

Tel. DAISY 01295 780700   daisy.sadler@btconnect.com
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Taking you where you want to go...

Tel: 01295 254254   Thorpe Mead, Banbury, OX16 4RZ

A modern first class reliable service 
for all your coaching needs
14 – 70 seat coaches available

www.cheneycoaches.co.uk

HELP PLEASE! 
On Sunday 22 August, there is to be a Sponsored Cycle Ride of 100km or 100 miles in aid of the 
Shakespeare Hospice at Stratford upon Avon. The WI have been asked to provide the first pit-
stop for the cyclists from 11am to 1pm.
This will be at the School in Sibford Road where the cyclists will stop for refreshments. There 
could be 500 plus cyclists and we will probably need some help. Would you make a cake or help 
with marshalling through the village?
If you would like to volunteer, please let us have your name and telephone number – contact 
Janice Black on 01608 730668.
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PARISH COUNCIL SNIPPETS 
Chairman’s report to Annual Parish meeting 2010

Once again another busy year has flown by and my fifth consecutive year as chairman is drawing to 
a close. This is not entirely unbroken service as I did have a few months off towards the end of the 
last parish year; but I was persuaded to re-consider my decision and I re-joined the Parish Council in 
May 2009. Unfortunately, both Sharron Barnes and Melvyn Riley decided that they could no longer 
devote the time required to being Parish Councillors and tendered their resignations and I thank 
them for their efforts during their time on the council, their replacements being David Shepley-
Cuthbert and Emma Kane, both of whom have already proved to be extremely useful additions 
to our team. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the parish councillors for their 
contribution during the past year and, in particular, those who have chaired the various working 
groups, our Planning Co-ordinator, Marie Stubbs, Victoria Irvine, our District Councillor, and Ray Jelf 
who doubles as both our County and Parish Councillor. 

Sadly a wanton act of vandalism in the play area last spring resulted in a serious accident to a child, 
which is to be deplored, but it led to Emma and Jonathan Leader, who chairs the Recreation Group, 
setting up a working group to obtain funding to re-equip the play area to replace the damaged and 
tired equipment, which is now over 15 years old. Emma has devoted considerable time and effort 
to this project and currently has grant commitment of over £51,000 with the possibility of further 
funding from an application Emma has made to Playbuilder – well done Emma. 

We, as Parish Councillors, are very ably supported by Ken Porter, our Parish Clerk, who continues 
to give us invaluable advice and assistance with the ever increasing burden of bureaucracy and 
legislation besides producing excellent and accurate records of our meetings. I would also like to 
take this opportunity to thank Doug Marshall for his continued support in maintaining standards in 
the recreation area along with his other environmental duties within the village. Additionally I would 
like to thank Pauline Walters for her role in chairing the Heath Allotment Trust and Anne Evans, who 
is the village representative on the Chipping Norton School Trust Fund.

Albert Walsham as chairman of the Memorial Hall Working Group will be giving his report to this 
meeting, but suffice to report that the hall has continued to be well supported within the village. 
Thanks largely to the efforts of our County Councillor Ray Jelf and Ken Porter, our Parish Clerk, the 
assignment of the lease from OCC to St Peter’s church is now virtually finalised and it is pleasing to 
report that full use of the hall is being made by both the church and the library. Regrettably very little 
progress has been made during the past year on the Affordable Housing issue, but pressure is being 
maintained in an attempt to obtain a positive resolution to our requirements. 

Grass cutting

As previously stated, grass cutting consumes a significant proportion of the PC’s budget and yet we 
regularly receive complaints. As many will know, residents in several of our neighbouring villages 
take responsibility themselves for cutting borders, pulling weeds and generally ensuring that the 
village is tidy, which saves money for both the PC and OCC and is ultimately reflected in the Council 
Tax we pay. Are there areas in the village that local residents can mow on a co-operative basis rather 
than relying on OCC, who only visit five times a year, or the PC’s contractors, who do a good job, but 
have to schedule work irrespective of the weather and cannot respond to growth spurts or local 
preferences? If you live in an area where there are borders or areas of grass that need to be cut and 
feel that you could do a better job, please contact the Clerk or members of the Parish Council.
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FIREFIGHTING 
Wembley Here We Come!!
If the village is not aware, Hook Norton 
Fire Station has been nominated for 
Station of the Year at the Spirit of Fire 
Awards. It is an annual award ceremony 
organised by the Firefighters Charity, 
which celebrates the hard work not 
just done for the charity, but the wider fire and rescue service community. 
We are now down to the last four stations out of over 4,500 fire stations across the United Kingdom. 
We have beaten off some stiff competition and we are up against some stiff competition as well!! 
Hopefully we will come away with Station of the Year, but to get to the final four is an achievement 
on its own and shows not just the dedication of the crew, but also the support of the village towards 
the charity. For more information visit www.firefighterscharity.co.uk 
It will be held at Wembley Stadium on 4 June. The crew will be hanging up their fire kit and swapping 
it for a suit and black tie. Watch this space!!
Part-time Firefighters Wanted!!
We still have vacancies for more firefighters at Hook Norton. Would you like to be part of a team 
protecting our community 24/7? 
We are on-call firefighters so we all carry a pager. When a member of the public dials 999/112, they 
are connected to Control Centre in Kidlington, who will then alert us along with other crews that 
may be needed. We could be at home or work when we are called, any time of the day. We answer 
on average two to three calls a week, ranging from standbys to road traffic collisions or fires in the 
home, to rescues from water.
In return the fire and rescue service offer full training on all aspects of becoming a firefighter, 
including driving, first aid and trauma care. These could be of particular benefit to an employer and, 
yes, you are paid for all work you undertake for the fire and rescue service. 
You can be on call with hours to fit around your work and/or personal life. This could be mixture of a 
couple of days or nights, all day and a few hours at the weekend. It is flexible. All we ask is that you 
live within 5 minutes of the station and are reasonably fit.
If you’re interested in joining, or maybe you are unsure or just want to have a chat, there are many 
ways you can find out more information:

Call in on a Wednesday night between 7 and 9pm.•	
Drop one of the managers a line – Ivor Matthews 07967 317820, Nigel Matthews 07831 406223, •	
Joe Williams 07967 091734 or speak to any of the crew from the station.
Visit our website at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk and click on Fire and Rescue Service.•	
Visit www.communities.gov.uk/oncallfirefighters.•	
Call our recruitment hotline on 0800 5 870 870. •	

Calls 
So far this year we have answered 67 calls for assistance including standbys at Banbury, Chipping 
Norton and Bicester. We also attended a barn fire, a lorry and trailer fire involving hay, a tractor fire, 
a tumble dryer fire, a number of chimney fires, rubbish fires, two road traffic collisions during the 
bad weather, a fire in Castle Quay shopping centre and we were involved in the initial stages with the 
service area on the M40.
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    HOOK NORTON, OX15 5DD 

    (1 mile north of Hook Norton village)             

    
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Telephone: 01608 737349    www.firs-garage.com    
_____________________________________________________        __________________________________________________________________          
 

 
Mitsubishi Outlander 4WD. 5 or 7 seats. 
Superb fuel economy & low emissions.  

 

Extensive range of new 
and used vehicles  
 

Servicing & MOT at   
competitive rates   
 

Parts Bodyshop Graphics 
 

Attended fuel & shop, 
friendly service & more !   

 Family Business Established 1960 – thank you for your custom 
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HOOK NORTON WI 
In March we had our Annual General Meeting and a Mini Show. Our president went 
through the highlights of the year and also the financial report. She also thanked 
various members of the committee for their efforts. We were all given the new 
programme for the next year, which included a list of interesting speakers and the 
various outings that have been arranged. 
Our Mini show had lots of entries in the six categories that were chosen by the 
committee. The competition was stiff but rewarding, and was judged by two members of Sibford 
WI, who gave constructive comments. The winner of the competition overall was Nancy Longmore. 
Afterwards, a very tasty selection of cakes were served with tea.
At our April meeting our speaker was Jan Warner, who has a Museum of Child Memorabilia in 
Bloxham. She gave a very lively and fascinating talk called ‘The Survival of the Fittest’, which was a 
brief history of child rearing. She started her talk by saying that 50 per cent of babies born in the 
mid 1700s died mostly due to lack of hygiene. She then went on to describe the conditions over the 
years that women, both rich and poor, experienced during childbirth. In the first year of a baby’s 
life it was common practice to wrap them tightly in cloths fastened by pins. She showed us various 
feeding bottles that were used and were very unhygienic. It was surprising to hear that rickets was 
more common in the wealthy families rather than the poor. She carried on to describe child rearing 
right up to the present day. The competition of an antique toy was won by Shelia Lilly.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 18 May in the Baptist Hall at 2pm. The speaker will be Judy 
Whiteman talking about the Headway Charity – support given to brain-injured people and their 
families.The meeting on 15 June will be ‘Helpful Hints and Fun with Flowers’ by Pat Fisher. It will be 
in the Baptist Hall at 2pm. Visitors will be welcome. Doreen McLaughlin

LIBRARY NEWS
Opening hours: Monday 2–5pm 6–7pm  Wednesday 2–5pm
  Friday 2–5pm 6–7pm Saturday  9am–12.30pm
Hello Everyone,
First I would like to say a big thank you to the Friends of Hook Norton Community Library (FOHNCL) 
for all the hard work leading up to and on the day of the Book and Plant Sale. It was very much 
appreciated and the day was once again a great success and I thoroughly enjoyed working to such 
wonderful music from Jo Davies, Dave Favis-Mortlock and Richard Davis. One of the ‘Friends’ will 
write telling you all about it, so I will say no more, but thank you all for your support.
We have two more dates for the Rhymetimes for 0 to 3 year olds, 7 June and 5 July, 
from 2–2.30pm. No ticket needed, just turn up on the day.
The Summer Reading Challenge for children starts in July, this is where children read 
six books over the summer holidays and receive stickers, bookmarks, etc. The theme 
this year is Space, so come along and enrol the children when it starts.
The tea and cakes afternoon was very well attended with over 80 people coming throughout the 
afternoon. I am waiting to get feedback from the Libraries Community Project Team, but from what 
the readers have been telling me, the afternoon was greatly enjoyed and some good ideas have 
been put forward. So thank you all for coming and thank you to Kerrie for making such wonderful 
cakes.
Repairs to the stonework have been put on hold for the moment, so I’ll keep you updated on that. 
Looking forward to seeing you all again soon. Janet May and Penny Smith
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LOW CARBON HOOK NORTON 
Headline News – insulate your loft of cavity 
walls for just £99 – see below!
Many thanks, as ever, to James Clarke and 
Duncan Collins for hosting the meeting. It 
was wonderful to see how the Low Carbon 
group has grown – this was a very well attended meeting and it was good to see so many new faces 
as well as long-standing members. 
Members gave an update on insulation and alternative energy initiatives that have been undertaken 
since the last meeting. It was great to hear the work that people have been doing in advance of the 
0% interest loan scheme. We would welcome emails to let us know what projects are ongoing within 
the village to reflect how HN is becoming an exemplar low carbon community.

Current Village initiatives
Photo Voltaic (PV) and solar water heating panels are to be fitted to Hook Norton Primary •	
School. This is being funded through the £400K Low Carbon Communities Challenge grant 
secured by Low Carbon Hook Norton. Panels will be fitted after half term or in the summer 
holidays. We have been through a tendering process and selected SolarTech based in 
Buckingham as preferred bidder for this project. They are keen to develop a long-term 
relationship with the village having already installed five other systems in people’s homes to 
date.
Our Low Carbon Communities Challenge grant•	  is to support initiatives within the village and 
its surrounding areas. All applications should be made through Hook Norton Low Carbon 
Ltd (HNLC) on info@hn-lc.org.uk. As funding needs to be spent within one year, we will be 
having a major push in reviewing applications and initial evaluations in June. We’ve has a good 
response already so do get your application in NOW if you want to take advantage of the great 
offer of a 0% loan. 
Insulate your loft or cavity wall for just £99. •	 The aim is that all properties will have adequate 
loft and cavity wall insulation as this is an extremely cost-effective way of reducing both carbon 
output and heating bills. Details of a £99 insulation offer can be found on the HNLC website: 
www.hn-lc.org.uk.
Solid wall insulation was discussed in relation to homes without cavity walls.•	  Members were 
invited to look at the hemp insulation that Jem and Catherine Hayward have used in their barn 
renovation (contact on jem@briksdal.co.uk).
Martin Beck is able to offer consultation•	  on projects and direct people towards appropriate 
providers. He can be contacted via info@hn-lc.org.uk.
We have also secured an excellent bulk purchase deal for residents. The prices we have got for •	
standard 4m2 Solar Thermal for systems installed in the village are:

Southern Solar: £3,795 + VAT at 5% and SolarTech: £4,200 + VAT at 5%•	
We now have three companies offering a great deal for a 2.1kWp PV system through the •	
tendering process we have just completed. The deal we have got is:

 Southern Solar: £8,767 + VAT, Solar Tech: £9,900 + VAT and Photon Energy: £8,386 + VAT •	
(in all cases prices are subject to VAT at 5%)

Waste oil biodiesel. •	 The brewery is the likely site of a community bio fuel tank to supply 
waste-oil derived biodiesel and we will have that in place over the summer – more details to 
follow.
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Spreading the word:•	  the Font Café have had discussions about insulation facilitated by Angel 
Powell; Tim has done a presentation to the Parish Council; HNLC Ltd have had a meeting with 
Rose Todd, Cherwell’s conservation officer, so we have a clear idea of things the planners are 
looking for. If any community group would like us to come and talk through the benefits we can 
offer their members, then just let us know, we’d be delighted to come along.

Hook Norton Low Carbon Ltd
This is our very own ‘one member: one vote’ community benefit organisation. Shares cost £1 and 
are available to anyone who lives in Hook Norton or the surrounding area. Membership forms were 
included in the previous village Newsletter and can be posted in the boxes in the post office and 
shop. Anyone needing more forms can download one from the website at www.hn-lc.org.uk or ask 
for a hard copy by dropping us a line.
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 29 June 2010 at 7.30pm at the Brewery Visitor’s Centre. For 
further information contact Tim Lunel on 730446 or lunel@btinternet.com

WE CAN HELP YOU TRAIN FOR THE RACE FOR LIFE
During June and July many women across Cherwell District will be taking part in Race for Life 5km 
and 10km charity runs. Maybe you walked it last time and want a greater challenge this year. Here’s 
where Cherwell District Council and GO Active can help. 
Cherwell District Council’s portfolio holder for environment, recreation and health, Cllr George 
Reynolds, explains: "GO Active is running 
beginners and improvers jogging groups 
across Cherwell. The groups are run 
by trained volunteer leaders who can 
help you slowly build up your running 
fitness. Running in a group helps with 
motivation as well as giving you expert 
guidance on how to improve your 
running without risking injury." 
There are groups running in Kidlington 
(Thursday evening), Bicester (Monday 
evening, Friday morning), Banbury 
(Wednesday and Thursday evening) 
and Adderbury (Tuesday evening). Cllr 
Reynolds added: "We also have leaders 
who can come to you. If you have a 
group of between 5 and 15 people who 
would like to train together contact us 
and we’ll try and set up a group just for 
you."
Groups are free for Run In England 
members (£20 membership fee) or £2 a 
session. For more information contact 
Hazel on 01295 221715 or email hazel.
field@cherwell-dc.gov.uk.
To register for the Race for Life, visit 
www.raceforlife.org. 
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COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIES
Sérénité is run by complementary therapist 

Jeanne Corcos-Conisbee (MAR, ITEC dip, IPTI) who specialises in 
natural therapies. Jeanne practices from relaxing treatment room in 

Sibford Gower and offers home visits.
Also available at the French salon L’Académie in Shipston & at the Banbury Counselling Centre

    

Aromatherapy        Swedish Massage              Indian Head Massage   
Facial Massage     Hot Stones Massage     Reflexology

For more details on therapies or to book an appointment, please call Jeanne on

07896 242362 or email info@serenite.co.uk
www.serenite.co.uk

Chris Smith
Your local handyman

- No job to small
- Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

HOOK NORTON
FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES

Saturday 17th July 2010
Rural Fayre Field

12 till late

�e usual fabulous selection of Fine Ales, 
Cider, Wine, Pimms, So� Drinks

Usual selection of food including the 
ever-popular Hog Roast

New additions this year to entertain the 
whole family, including wagon rides and a 
bouncy castle

NO CANS, 
GLASSES OR BOTTLES 

ALLOWED
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NEWS FROM HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Play Tennis Day 26 June
If you know anyone who is interested in tennis at the club, do tell them to 
come and see our facilities. We have rusty rackets sessions for those who 
haven’t played for a while (Tuesday nights, 6–7pm). 
First winner of the Davies Cup
This was won by Ben Ormshaw from Long Compton – the cup will be 
presented to him in the near future.
Ladies supper and tournament: Thursday 8 April
This went very well, with 14 ladies taking part before enjoying a supper of 
chilli and rice in the pavilion. Thanks to Kerrie and Colette for organising the 
food. A good night was had by all – the winners were Sally Webb and Mary 
Kennedy. Another ladies event will be run later in the season.
Results of the winter Banbury League matches, Weekend and Floodlit 
In the Floodlit League, our 3rd team were top of division 4, meaning they will 
go up to the next division. Our second team also came top of their division – 
well done to all involved. 
Summer League – ladies still needed!!
The summer matches have started and we have five teams; we are one of only two clubs to do this 
in the Banbury League. Ladies are in particular demand, so if 
you would like to play in a team, please contact Sue Glasson on 
01608 730880.
News from Junior coaching 
The Spring/Summer 2010 junior coaching programme has 
started with all of the coaching sessions now taking place at 
the Hook Norton Tennis Club. Mini tennis and junior coaching 
sessions are held during the week and at the weekend. The cost 
for a six-week term is £39 for non-members and £27 for members. 
Other coaching
The ladies and rusty racket coaching sessions have also re-started on a Tuesday. Marc also offers 1:1 
coaching. To sign up or for more details please contact 
Marc on 01295 265085 or 07930 406 015 or email marcgilkes@fsmail.net.
There is still some space on the Sunday coaching sessions. 
Contact Sean Callery on sean@caller.demon.co.uk for further information.
Discounts
Members of Hook Norton Tennis Club and the Sports and Social Club get 10 per cent discount from 
Essential Sports in Parsons Street in Banbury.
Charity Tournament 27 June
There is a charity tournament in aid of St Peter and St Paul Church, Swalcliffe, 
Tower appeal on Sunday 27 June. Entry fee is £30 per pair, which includes 
drinks, BBQ and party at the end. 
Contact Gay Harris on 01295 788 427/ 07875 852 749.
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DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors

6a Market Place, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5NA

Tel: 01608  643036    Fax: 01608  641025
e-mail:  wynnlaw@tiscali.co.uk

Conveyancing (Written quotations on request).
Matrimonial & Family

Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business.

Home visits easily arranged for the housebound.
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GREAT ROLLRIGHT C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL
An 80-year-old ex-pupil of Great Rollright Primary, Liz 
Newton, came to visit Class 4 recently. She shared her very 
clear memories of the school in the mid-1930s and the 
children delighted in this history lesson brought to life.
Back in March, three teachers and 11 pupils from our 
partnership school Vasa Övningskola, in Finland came to 
visit us, experiencing our curriculum and local hospitality. 
Joining pupils for tea in their homes, as well as participating 
in school activities gave the young Finns a slice of British 
life. By the time this Newsletter is published, our Year 6 
will have just returned from a reciprocal trip to Finland, 

where we are always warmly received. Our biannual associations with the Finns have proved to be 
an invaluable education resource.
With the lighter evenings, Anne Hewett 
(headteacher) and Dice Foakes (school 
bus driver), are taking keen pupils for long 
after-school walks every Friday, to explore 
the local countryside. Joined by some 
parents and fully equipped with snacks 
and wet-weather gear, our first expedition 
took us to Hook Norton. Making full use 
of their school’s rural location, children 
are able to explore their surroundings and 
enjoy the benefits of the season: most 
enjoyable was a walk to Whichford Woods 
with the bluebells in full bloom.
We would like to thank Computer Xplorers 
for enlightening us with an evening session of digital photography: nine families took part and 
enjoyed learning about how great photos could be taken, then manipulated to optimum effect. The 
event was offered to families free of charge and has enabled them to use their newly acquired skills 
at home.
Computer Xplorers also run a popular after school club (just one of many clubs on offer at the school). 
Pupils recently gave a presentation, astonishing their parents with the games they had designed. 
Parents were then invited to play some of these games and received brief lessons from their children 
in creating imaginative screen layouts and various gaming challenges. 
Our community lunches continue to be as popular with the villagers as they are with pupils and our 
guests always comment on how attentive and enthusiastic their young hosts are. 
The Friends of Rollright Committee has been meeting regularly to organise fundraising activities, 
such as the children’s trail and quiz in Chipping Norton, a bingo evening at Rollright village hall and 
coming up next: the summer fete. 
Our most recent meeting venue was the Mason’s Arms Pub, Swerford, where proprietors Bill and 
Charmaine Leadbeater made us most welcome: we moved eagerly from conference table to dining 
area, ending the evening with a wonderful meal.
Dates for your diary:  Saturday 19 June: Family Fun Day and Picnic
   Saturday 3 July: Great Rollright Fete,at Great Rollright Primary School.
Visit our website: www.greatrollrightprimary.com
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Mark E S Clayson MHCIMA   18/11/2009 

Hooky Advert 1109.doc 
1

 


 

Business and Home Computing 
Building, Supply & Installation  

Repairs, Maintenance & Data Transfer  
E Mail & Internet Support 

Ongoing Support & Disaster Recovery! 

 

26 years PC experience : 17 in own business 
 

Call Mark Clayson in Adderbury on 

01295 812953 
E Mail: info@markclaysoncomputers.co.uk 

Web: markclaysoncomputers.co.uk 

 

for People with Computers with Problems  
or People with Problems with Computers! 
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK - MID MARCH TO MID MAY
We have come, to what is thought by many to be the best time of the year for wildlife. What a pity it 
is not a bit warmer as walking through the country lanes could be very rewarding. 
On 14 March Tim Burchell spotted a red kite over the telephone exchange in Bourne Lane, which 
flew west over The Bourne. On 15 March, sitting in a tree in the fields in East End, were 20 redwings. 
Single chiffchaffs were heard singing in Manor Fields in Burycroft Lane on 17 March, in trees behind 
Ironstone Hollow on 4 April, midway down Bells Lane on 10 April and in Park Hill on 17 April. It is an 
easily recognisable song as it calls its name. Another one to listen for is the ‘teacher, teacher’ call of 
the great tit. A flock of 20 fieldfares was seen over Wigginton Heath on 19 March.
At 8am on 27 March a red kite, seen by Paul and Carol Cooke, was coming from Ironstone Hollow 
and flying over Sibford Road and then flew towards The Brewery. At lunchtime on 29 March, Tim 
and Helen Burchell saw two red kites over The Bourne, which then flew off in different directions. 
Single skylarks had been seen on several 
occasions in a field in East End, but on the 
morning of 1 April six were seen flying up 
and around close together.
The first swallows were seen by Lucy 
Shields on 9 April on the wires by The 
Brewery. The first swifts were seen flying 
over the East End in the afternoon of 
28 April. Has anyone seen any house 
martins?
The cuckoo was first heard by Claire 
Curtis at 8.20am on 12 April in the 
trees behind them in Ironstone Hollow. 
Christopher Barry and his wife both heard 
a cuckoo calling from down the railway 
embankment way on 19 April, but have 
not heard it since. Anne Faulkner heard a cuckoo at 9.15am on 27 April along the valley behind their 
house in Beanacre. At the end of April I had a phone call from John Morris to say that twice, once 
very recently, he has seen a short-eared owl flying near The Gate Hangs High. Also nearby in the last 
two years a willow warbler has arrived and this year he has also seen a chiffchaff. On 7 and 8 April, 
Pauline Horn from The Green has had a pheasant running under the bird seed in her garden at the 
same time on two afternoons. A heron was seen flying over the East End fields on 8 and 13 April. We 
have seen a pair of bullfinches, but mainly the male, on our seed feeder in our garden in the East 
End on several occasions. On 11 May there was a linnet in the bushes and on the barbed wire in our 
garden and also we saw our first young bird, a blackbird. 
On 16 March Gwen Whitehead in The Shearings had, for the first time, a brimstone butterfly in 
her garden and Marianne Joyce had one in her garden on 7 April. Gwen Whitehead had a small 
tortoiseshell butterfly in her garden flying around her viburnum tree, which was in full bloom at 
lunchtime in the sunshine on 18 March. Peacock and orange tip butterflies have also been seen.
Paul and Carol Cooke saw the first frog spawn in their pond on 14 March and on the 16th spotted 
nine frogs at the same time. At the same time in the mornings in early April, Pauline Horn from The 
Green has seen a muntjac.
Thank you very much indeed to those of you who have been in touch with me. Please let me know 
about your sightings.
Geraldine Moore, tel: 730236, email: geraldine.moore1@btinternet.com
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WONDERFUL CONCERT AT ST 
PETER'S 
The Banbury Chamber Orchestra would 
like to thank everyone who came to 
their concert on 15 May at St Peter's 
and for the most welcoming reception. 
It was lovely to play to a full church and 
the orchestra hopes to be back next 
year. 
In the meantime, you might like to 
know that the chamber orchestra is 
an offshoot of Banbury Symphony 
Orchestra, who give three concerts 
a year at St Mary's Church, Banbury. 
The next concert is on Saturday 10 July 
at 6pm and is a family-friendly event 
featuring film music, including themes 
from Pirates of the Caribbean, Lord 
of the Rings, James Bond and Harry 
Potter. 
Tickets are £8 for adults, £4 for children 
and family tickets are £20. Available 
from Banbury Tourist Information 
Centre, One Man Band or Emma 
Callery: 01608 737249.
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LONDON MARATHON
This is a HUGE thank you 
from The Hooky Pint (and 
me) for supporting and 
sponsoring us in the London 
Marathon. For those of you 
who don’t know,  I broke 
the world record for the 
fastest marathon run by a 
woman dressed as a bottle 
and, as there is currently 
no registered male record, 
Hook Norton is now the 
home of The Fastest Bottle 
in the World! 
Check out the photos 
(slideshow) on the BBC 
website: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/london/8642770.stm. Not the 
most flattering caption (I guess I need to work on my running style when dressed 
as a pint of beer), but hey, I’m in there with the male and female winners of 
the marathon, Princess Beatrice and the Bransons, so I must have provided 
some entertainment for the crowds! This photo also made it to page four of 
The Guardian (that’s THE Guardian, not the Banbury one). What a great piece of 
publicity for our wonderful village and brewery – and so well deserved because, 
over the last 24 years, we have raised well over £200,000 for Leukaemia & 
Lymphoma Research.
The low point of the race for me were the last 22.2 miles(!) – every inch of which 
my legs were telling me that I must be crazy if I thought they were going to run for 
5 hours carrying an 11.5lb costume. Crossing the finishing line wasn’t quite the 
moment of elation I’d hoped for either, as I was too tall to fit under the overhead 
boards, so the crowds were treated to the entertaining sight of a 7-foot beer 
bottle being knocked over and finishing the marathon on its knees!
But I did it, knocking just over 5 minutes off the record and giving my family and 
friends who were tracking me an extremely nerve-wracking 4 hours 54 minutes 
and 36 seconds!
The most emotional part of the race was when a man took my hand as he ran 
past me and said ‘My mother died of leukaemia. Thank you for what you are doing.’ I’m thrilled to 
have raised nearly £2,900 so far for this wonderful charity, which is making such a difference to 
survival rates for blood cancers. But we’re not there yet. Ten per cent of children still do not survive 
leukaemia. This is the reason I keep running. It is the reason you keep sponsoring me. THANK YOU 
ALL! And it is the reason I have the beginnings of my silliest idea yet for the 2012 London Marathon. 
Watch this space……!!  Thank you for your support, from Gill & The Hooky Pint x

PS It’s not too late to sponsor me so please, if you haven’t already, visit my website – www.
HookyPint.co.uk – it would be great to reach £3,000!
PPS Several people have asked whether the Hooky Pint and I will be in the next book of Guinness 
World Records (due out in September). Not all records appear in the book these days, but they 
always reserve a half-page spread for marathon records so we do stand a good chance.
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Contact your local depot on 

01295 268422 
Domestic | Agricultural 
Commercial | Lubricants

 Competitive Prices 
 Easy Payment Schemes
 Reliable Deliveries 
 Boiler Maintenance

Your local oil company delivering to 
Hooky and the surrounding areas

Not new...
just refreshingly different!

Established over 15 years ago, we remain as passionate
about print now as we were in the beginning.

If you demand superior levels of service, consistent quality 
and a ‘can do’ attitude then we could be the printer for you!

In fact, whether you require a few address labels, 10,000 brochures or a 10 metre banner, 
KMS can handle it in-house on our premises, not through a bolt-on franchise...

You will get a warm, friendly welcome and we have an open-house policy whereby 
clients are welcome to view their project at any stage of production. 

So why not give us a try...
t: 01608 737640  e: enquiries@kmslitho.co.uk  w: www.kmslitho.co.uk
KMS Litho Ltd, Railway Bridge House, Station Road, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 5LS

Letterheads Compliment slips Business cards
Brochures Postcards Newsletters
Posters Birthday Banners Leaflets 
Greetings cards Folders Large format posters
Giclée prints Artwork & design Scanning

KMS_Advert_128x90.qxd  19/1/10  16:04  Page 1
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL 
Perhaps summer needs some encouragement so I will begin by highlighting this year’s Royal Academy 
Summer Exhibition which opens on 14 June. Always fun to see those successful works that have been 
chosen out of 11,000 entries, to hang alongside the paintings of the great and the good Academicians 
– including Tracy Emin! This is its 242nd year and is the world’s largest open submission contemporary 
art exhibition.
There is also time to see the Paul Sanby (1731–1809) exhibition which closes 13 June. A range of works 
depicting the British countryside, Sanby is regarded as the father of English watercolour painting. Very 
pleasing on the eye.
Don’t forget Henry Moore at Tate Britain – it lasts until 8 August. 
Then Tate Modern has a major Gauguin exhibition beginning in September – that on top of the RA’s Van 
Gogh, has given us a bumper year indeed. 
However, I always love to see the works of lesser-known artists – indeed, for me, unknown. This applies 
to Christen Kobke (1810–48) at the National Gallery until 13 June. It is entitled ‘Danish Master of Light’ 
and, in a quiet way, his portraits and landscapes will give much enjoyment.
In June, Birmingham’s Symphony Hall offers some wonderful evenings. On the 24th, the city’s own 
symphony orchestra perform Beethoven’s Pastoral (with Bartók and Ligeti) and on the following 
evening the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra, under the charismatic leadership of Wynton Marsalis, will 
give an array of compositions from Duke Ellington to Charles Mingus. Variety is the spice….!
Wrongly, I have not mentioned in the past our local concerts - perhaps because Rita is part of Chipping 
Norton Choral Society and it may have seemed like self-publicity. However, after listening to the Banbury 
Chamber Orchestra in St Peter's Church I do admit the error of my ways! It was a marvellous concert – 
the highlight was Anna Fleming's solo in Vaughan William's 'The Lark Ascending' – she truly made the 
violin sing. I did wonder, 'Why travel to Birmingham?' So I recommend their next concert at St Mary's, 
Banbury. This is on 10 July and will appeal to families with 'Music from the Movies' as well as Britten's 
'Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra'. 
In for a penny...! I also recommend the Chipping Norton’s Choral Society's summer concert on 12 June 
at St Mary's Church, Charlbury titled 'Vivaldi & Vino'! You may say that I have to haven't I, but honestly 
they too show what immense musical talent we have around us. 
Last but not least the stage beckons – our local theatres do not let us down with two fascinating 
productions. At the Mill, on 9 and 10 June, the local college present Electra: A Daughter’s Vengeance, 
an intricate mix of story-telling, dance and multimedia. At Chipping Norton Theatre on 26 June, Mappa 
Mundi, a Welsh Theatre company, presents Dangerous Liaisons – described as seductive decadent fun. 
Also the Hooky Players are giving us a comedy It’s On It’s Off at the end of June – do support our own 
talented drama group. The Oxford Playhouse has a new production of Alan Bennett’s The History Boys 
opening on 14 June. If you haven’t seen the stage version, then go! An addition at The Courtyard at 
Stratford is an RSC production commencing 11 June, Morte D’Arthur: The Legend of King Arthur and his 
Knights of the Round Table.
Northampton’s Theatre Royal looks to have an interesting play (18 June–3 July) by DC Moore called 
simply Town. A review says that it is a subtle, biting satire on the state of the nation. On second thoughts, 
after the general election, perhaps we have seen and heard enough on the state of the nation!
If I have persuaded you to visit London to see an exhibition, then two great plays are revived with 
highly acclaimed reviews – Alan Ayckbourn’s Bedroom Farce at the Duke of York’s (to 10 July) and Tom 
Stoppard’s The Real Thing at The Old Vic (finishes 5 June). But without a doubt a visit to the big city 
should take in seeing War Horse. Everyone I know who has seen it thinks it amazing how children’s 
literature has been turned into fine drama. After two sell-out seasons at the National, it is now showing 
at the New London. Pack up your troubles! John Wheatley
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My daughter Sacha, a first year student at Banbury Catering College, has been thinking of ways to raise 
money for some worthy charities (including the Oxford Radcliffe Children’s Hospital cleft unit, where 
she has undergone treatment since she was four weeks old) and has come up with the idea of a cooking 
competition for local budding want-to-be chefs. 
Combining together her four favourite programmes – Ready Steady Cook, Come Dine with Me, 
MasterChef and Hell’s Kitchen – she has come up with the idea of a week-long competition to be 
held at Hook Norton Sports and Social club, with a cash prize accumulated along the way going to the 
winning charity and a little something for the winning chef. There will also be loads of opportunities for 
the charities to raise money in other ways too!! 
Details are still in the early stages, but the plan is as follows: Each charity has a designated chef (must be 
over 16 years old and not be a ‘professional’ chef), so if you know of anyone who may wish to take part 
please let us know.  They each will be given a set list of ingredients (as well as cupboard stock items) to 
be turned into a starter, a main and a pudding. 
Then each night of the week, Monday–Friday, the club will turn into a hell’s kitchen-style restaurant 
where locals, friends and family can book tables to purchase, at a small price, their meals. At the end 
of the night, scores will be given by the customers and saved up until all five contestants have done 
their stuff. 
At the end of the week the two chefs with the highest number of points will battle it out for Hooky 
MasterChef, and hopefully a large cheque accumulated from sales throughout the week be donated 
to their charity. The chefs will have complete use of the club kitchen on the day of their meal and 
waitresses, bar staff, etc. on the night. 
Sacha is busy putting letters together to local businesses and local celebrity chefs, as well as thinking 
about promoting this through Banbury College kitchen and the local press. 
If you can help in any way, for example sponsoring ingredients, know of local produce merchants that 
may help, raffle prizes, etc., please please let us know. 
She hopes to have organised this by the summer once she has completed her assignments – it is 
something she is very keen to achieve and your help could make it all the more successful. The charities 
that will be supported are: 
Oxford Radcliffe Children's Hospital (Cleft Pallet Unit), 
CLIC, 
Katherine House Hospice, Leukemia Research and British Heart Foundation 
Many thanks for reading. 
Colette and Sacha Warner, colwarner@btinternet.com 
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Its a dirty job! - Why do it yourself?

Cooker Cleaning Company
www.cookercleaningcompany.co.uk

Ovens  � Cookers
�  Extractors  �

Hobs  � Microwaves

Call: 01295 721294
We are your local oven cleaning company

Using non-caustic, non-toxic products in your home
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SENIOR FOOTBALL
I am writing this in between seasons. Or at least it is for the players. Those 
of us involved in running the senior section find football never stops. Fund 
raising has to be started, insurance and league membership paid for, an AGM 
to be held, physiotherapy training to be organised, pitch works to be done, 
and so on and so on.
As you know, Garnet Thomas has retired as secretary and Geoff will no longer be dealing with 
most of the jobs he did before (even after retirement!). I am very grateful to them both for the 
energy and commitment they have both shown in their periods in office. They have devoted a 
lot of time to the myriad of minor, and some major, things that have to be dealt with in running 
a football club at this level.
I will stay on in office as chairman (assuming I don’t get the boot at the AGM!), and Neal 
Hobday, a longstanding supporter of the club and 2nd team player, joins us as match secretary. 
I will be doing the match day programmes and will be fulfilling other secretarial requirements 
as needed. Mark Boyland will stay as 1st team manager, assisted by Steve Prentice, and Layi 
Olubaji will remain as 2nd team manager.
What we don’t know at the moment is whether we will be playing in the Premier Division of the 
Hellenic League or whether we will be in Division 1 (West). The League is not saying, and we 
may well not find out until the League AGM in mid-June. When you consider that we actually 
kick off again in anger in the second week in August, this is not helpful. If we are demoted, we 
take the view that sometimes one has to take a step back to move forward, and so we shall take 
a positive view and try to get back into the Premier Division as soon as we are ready to do so.
Not knowing where we are has not prevented us from entering both the FA Cup and the FA 
Vase — nothing ventured, nothing gained! 
Mike Barlow, Chairman

BIRDIES, BUNKERS AND BARKIES Ever wanted to try out golf? Now's your chance as Cherwell 
District Council has linked up with three local golf courses to offer free taster sessions for anyone 
aged 18 or over.
Drayton Leisure Golf Club, Bicester Country Club and Kirtlington Golf Club are offering the sessions 
until 28 August. Not only are the sessions free, but they include use of clubs and balls. And after 
you've played a round you'll be given the chance to sign up for four lessons at a bargain cost of 
only £20. 
For more information contact Sue Pearson on 01295 221718 or sue.pearson@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 

HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
This year will see the 25th running of the Hooky 6 by the Hook Norton Harriers. It will take 
place on Sunday 8th August, starting at 10.30am. There will be a special commemorative T-shirt 
for all finishers of the main race, as well as a goody bag. There will also be the usual Fun Run 
and children's races. This year the race is being featured in Runner's World magazine, who are 
sending a photographer.  Hook Norton Brewery are giving their support by donating some beer 
as prizes and having their shire horse and dray on display for us.  High Profile Plastics of Banbury 
will as usual be providing the contents of the goody bag.
We are hoping for an especially good turnout (and good weather!!!), so if any of the sports clubs 
in the village want to take part either as individuals or as a team they will be most welcome.
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JUNE VILLAGE DIARY
5 10:00 “Get Stuck In” Workshop St Peter’s Church
5 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
6  Garden Club Day visit Hampton Court Palace and Gardens
7 10:00 Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
7 14:00 Rhymetimes Library
8 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
8 17:00 The Drop Youth Group Norman Matthews Memorial Hall
9 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots Hook Norton Primary School
9 14:30 Reading Matters Book Club Hook Norton Library
10 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
11 09:15 Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
11 20:00 Outlook Youth Group Norman Matthews Memorial Hall
11 20:00 Team Quiz Night  Sports & Social Club
12 09:00 Village Market Memorial Hall
12 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
12 15:00 Words & Music Extravaganza   St Peters Church
12 17:30 St Peters Youth Film Night Norman Matthews Hall
14 10:00 Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
15 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
15 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
15 17:00 The Drop Youth Group Norman Matthews Memorial Hall
15 19:30 CGWS&D Meeting Baptist Schoolroom
16 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots Hook Norton Primary School
16 19:00 Garden Club Evening visit Swalcliffe Lea House
17 19:30 A Night of Colour with Daniel Cozens Primary School
18 09:15 Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
18 19:30 St Peters Youth Quiz Night Norman Matthews Hall
19 08:30 Breakfast with Daniel Cozens The Sun
19 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
19 14:00 Family Walk & Picnic Tom’s Barn, Hook Norton
19 19:00 Auction of Promises - FOHNS Primary School Hall
20 11:00 Sunday Service  BBQ and Family Fun Primary School
21 10:00 Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
22 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
22 17:00 The Drop Youth Group Norman Matthews Memorial Hall
23 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots Hook Norton Primary School
24 10:30 Carry On Learning Normal Matthews / St Peters Hall
24 19:00 Busy Bees Craft Club Baptist Hall
24 19:30 Hooky Players “It’s On It’s Off” Memorial Hall - 24th, 25th and 26th
25 09:15 Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
25 17:00 FOHNS Family Barbeque Hook Norton School
25 19:30 Energize Youth Group Norman Matthews Memorial Hall
26  Play Tennis Day Sports and Social Club
26 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
26 11:00 Friday Toddler Group Summer Fete Baptist Hall
27  Tennis Club Charity Tournament Sports and Social Club
28 10:00 Care Group for older people Baptist Hall

June_2010.indd   60 01/06/2010   22:16:57



61

2	 09:15	 Friday	Toddler	Group	 Baptist	Hall
2	 19:00	 M@C	Friday	Night	Special	 M@C	field	behind	the	Gate	Hangs	High
3 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
3	 12:00	 M@C	14	 M@C	field	behind	the	Gate	Hangs	High
5	 10:00	 Care	Group	for	older	people	 Baptist	Hall
5	 14:00	 Rhymetimes	 Library
6 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
6	 17:00	 The	Drop	Youth	Group	 Norman	Matthews	Memorial	Hall
7 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots Hook Norton Primary School
8 11:00 Wheelers and Squealers  St Peter’s Church
8	 19:30	 Parish	Council	Meeting	 Memorial	Hall
9	 09:15	 Friday	Toddler	Group	 Baptist	Hall
9	 20:00	 Outlook	Youth	Group	 Norman	Matthews	Memorial	Hall
10 09:00 Village Market Memorial Hall
10 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
10 13:00 Kids Theatre Workshop Memorial Hall
10 20:00 DJ Night with Steve Leach Memorial Hall 
12	 10:00	 Care	Group	for	older	people	 Baptist	Hall
13 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
13	 17:00	 The	Drop	Youth	Group	 Norman	Matthews	Memorial	Hall
14 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots Hook Norton Primary School
14	 14:30	 Reading	Matters	Book	Club	 Hook	Norton	Library
15	 	 Hook	Norton	Newsletter	-	copy	date	
16	 09:15	 Friday	Toddler	Group	 Baptist	Hall
16	 19:30	 Energize	BBQ	 Norman	Matthews	Hall
17 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
17	 11:30	 Beer	Festival	 Rural	Fayre	Field
19	 10:00	 Care	Group	for	older	people	 Baptist	Hall
20 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
20	 14:00	 WI	Meeting	 Baptist	Hall
20	 17:00	 The	Drop	Youth	Group	 Norman	Matthews	Memorial	Hall
20	 19:30	 CGWS&D	Meeting	 Baptist	Schoolroom
21 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots Hook Norton Primary School
21	 19:00	 Garden	Club	Evening	visit	 Fiveways,	Shutford
22	 10:30	 Carry	On	Learning	 Normal	Matthews	/	St	Peters	Hall
22 13:30 School: End of Term 6 
22	 19:00	 Busy	Bees	Craft	Club	 Baptist	Hall
23	 09:15	 Friday	Toddler	Group	 Baptist	Hall
24 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
26  HN School Summer Holidays 
26	 10:00	 Care	Group	for	older	people	 Baptist	Hall
27 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
27	 17:00	 The	Drop	Youth	Group	 Norman	Matthews	Memorial	Hall
30	 09:15	 Friday	Toddler	Group	 Baptist	Hall

JULY VILLAGE DIARY

We apologise for the omissions and the abbreviations on these pages but in order 
to fit everything in, some abbreviation is necessary.

29 10:00 Font Café St Peter’s Church
29 17:00 The Drop Youth Group Norman Matthews Memorial Hall
29 19:30 Low Carbon Hook Norton 
30 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots Hook Norton Primary School
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Chipping Norton Physiotherapy Clinic
White Hart Mews, 16a High St, OX7 5AD

01608 645608

www.ChippingNortonPhysio.com
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HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Would you like to make better use of your PC?

Upgrades
Repairs

Internet Connections
Email Configuration

“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

Personalised design 
service and 
consultancy in your 
own home.

Beautiful Bespoke 
Curtains, Roman & Roller 
Blinds & Soft Furnishings, 
handmade to the highest 
standard

Advice on every 
kind of Fabric from 
numerous suppliers

Stylish complimentary 
Cushions & Loose 

Covers

Re-upholstery 
service

Custom made Bedspreads 
& Headboards

New Sofas & Chairs

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
email: info@annwoolgrove.com

www.annwoolgrove.com
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Tel: 01608 737349/737641 • www.fi rs-garage.com

Family Business established 1960

• All Makes Vehicle Servicing
• Competitive Prices
• Factory trained mechanics
• MOT • Parts • Bodyshop • Fuel
• Large site with easy parking
• Extensive range of new and used vehicles

ALL MAKES SERVICING
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 Microsoft Office 
 Sage Accounts 
 Photoshop 
 Dreamweaver 
 Flexible 
 Local 
 Professional 
 Training on your doorstep 

 

16 South Bar Banbury OX16 9AA 
enquiries@bestbanbury.co.uk 
www.bestbanbury.co.uk 

Courses at all levels 

Phone NOW!! 
01295 271888 

THE ITQ Qualification is FREE if you are in receipt of means tested Benefits 
Call NOW and speak to Nigel, Lorraine or Leigh 
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