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Personalised design
service and consultancy
in your own home.

Stylish complimentary
Cushions & Loose
Covers

Beautiful Bespoke
Curtains, Roman
& Roller Blinds & Soft
Furnishings, handmade to
the highest standard
Advice on every
kind of Fabric from
numerous suppliers

Re-upholstery
service
Custom made Bedspreads
& Headboards

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
email: info@annwoolgrove.com
www.annwoolgrove.com

New Sofas & Chairs



















HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice
01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com
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FROM THE EDITORS

NEWSLETTER TEAM

Sadly we report the deaths of Barbara Advertising
Stephen Wadsworth
Anderson, Winifred Harris, Rachel Distribution
Malcolm Black
730668
Johnson (late of Hook Norton) and Proofreading
Emma Callery
Michael Smith-Rewse.
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter
737391
Kevin Hope
On behalf of the village we send our Treasurer
Diana Barber
737428
condolences to their families and Directory
friends.
Thank you to Julie Wood for the cover picture.
I would also like to thank Alan and Mark at KMS for their help in producing as well as
printing this issue of the Newsletter.
Andy 		
730604
Helen 		
737391
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk
TEXT AND ADVERTISING COPY DEADLINES
February					
April					
June					
August					
October					
December				

15th January
15th March
15th May
15th July
15th September
15th November

ADVERTISING PRICES
Advert		

SIZE 				

MONO		

COLOUR

Third Page
(128mm wide x 60mm high)
£10.00		
£20.00
Half Page
(128mm wide x 90mm high)
£15.00		
£30.00
Text for Village activities			
Free (a small donation is welcome)
Inserts for Village activities		
On request from Malcolm Black
Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to: Newsletter,
c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON LIBRARY
Monday 1st March at the Brewery Visitor’s Centre
Peter Millar will be talking about his new book,
“The Berlin Wall, my part in its downfall”
Look out for further details.
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AROMATHERAPY / HOLISTIC MASSAGE
Monica Overbury is a registered nurse offering massage

Massage using Aromatherapy oils can give a great sense of wellbeing offering
relief from stress and tension as well as back, headaches and neck pain.
It can help lift low moods, PMT and insomnia and boost immunity,
helping us cope with fatigue.
It is a lovely way to receive a treat for mind and body.
To make an appointment please call

07780 718810
leaving your name & number

PRICE LIST
Initial Assessment:			

£5.00

1 hour Full Body Massage:

£35.00

30 mins Back, Neck and Shoulder massage: £25.00
Home visits possible and gift vouchers available

4
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LOST CAMERA
I lost my camera on the Sibford Road on the first day of the snow and would like to say
thank you to the very kind person who handed it in to the shop. I don’t know who you
are, but I would like to say thank you very much. `
Sophie Martin

BACK TO SCHOOL FOR HOOKY SLIMMERS!
Hook Norton Slimmers have moved back to the Primary School every Tuesday evening
at 6.30pm. The group has been running now for just over two years and has 50
members! During the last six months of 2009 the group lost over 50 stone.
We had two finalists for National Slimming World Competitions in 2009 – Sue White
made it to the district finals of the Woman of the Year losing 3st 10.5lb to reach her
target weight. Our Miss Slinky this year was Jo Weeks who reached her target with a
loss of 3st 4.5lb to be in criteria for the national final.
Our plan is Extra Easy and many everyday foods can be eaten FREELY – potatoes, rice,
pasta, beans, lean meat, fish, poultry, eggs, very low fat dairy products and plenty of
fruit and veg. We have food tasters at the end of every month where members bring
in their favourite recipes to try!
Young members (11–15 year olds) can join for free with a paying adult.
If you are interested in losing weight, eating healthily or just to find out more, pop
along for a coffee and chat or call Lucy on 01295 268639.

WEAVERS, SPINNERS AND DYERS GUILD – COTSWOLD GROUP
We meet monthly in the Baptist Church Schoolroom in Hook Norton and visitors are very
welcome.
Our winter meetings are on Saturdays and have a themed workshop, although other
crafts will be going on as well. £6 for the day. Please book if wanting to join the workshop.
Bring your own packed lunch. Tea and coffee provided.
Saturday 13 February 10–4pm: Knitted finishes with Jane Russ. Also spinning.
Saturday 13 March 10–4pm: Braid making with Joan Sprittlehouse. Also spinning.
From April, the meetings are held on Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm, usually the third
Tuesday in the month.
For further information, or to book a place on a workshop, please ring 01295 251088 or
01869 810723.
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THE TOUCH WORKS

Beauty & Holistic treatments in a unique & tranquil setting in Bloxham
Using Aromatherapy Associates, Dr Hauschka, Liz Earle & Jessica products to do a full range of:

MASSAGES: 			
				
SCRUB & WRAPS:			
FACIALS: 			
MANICURES: 			
PEDICURES: 			
AUSTRALIAN BODYCARE 		
BROW & LASH TREATMENTS:

aromatherapy, de-stress, deep relaxation, revive,
hot stone, thai herbal, Indian head
aromatherapy associates rose cocoon
Dr Hauschka, Liz Earle, Aromatherapy Assoc.
Jessica upscale
Jessica upscale
Waxing: Body & Facial
tinting, waxing, shaping

For brochure or more info please call Linda on:

01295 720237

gift vouchers available
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SPECIAL AWARDS FOR TWO HOOK NORTON GUIDERS
Di Walker and Julie Wood were both awarded Good Service Brooches by Girlguiding
Oxfordshire, which were presented by Vivienne Smith at a dinner for Swere Valley District
Guiders and guests.
Both have given tremendous service to Guiding in Hook Norton, the Division of Cherwell
and the County of Oxfordshire.
Di began as a Brownie Guider and ran a
superb unit. She quickly became hooked
on guiding and before too long used her
persuasive powers to help find more
leaders for a new Rainbow unit, and was
instrumental in helping to start a much
needed second Brownie unit. She also
became Queen’s Guide Adviser for the
county where she encouraged many
young women to gain their Queen’s
Guide Award. She also helped run Hook
Norton Rangers for a number of years
and gained a boating qualification along
the way. Di is intuitive, inspirational,
amazingly supportive, keen, very caring
and full of ideas. Her ability to enthuse and nurture leaders and girls has helped to make
Swere Valley the thriving district that it is today and she is a shining example to anyone
who meets her of all that is good about Guiding.
Julie has run a very popular and highly successful Guide unit for many years. She is a very
skilled camper and has passed on this love of hers to hundreds of girls and many adults
in the area enabling camping to be a high profile and popular activity. She was also Camp
Adviser for Cherwell Division. She is an expert canoist and can regularly be found at the
canal in Cropredy where, again, she has taught and encouraged hundreds of young people
to experience and enjoy this sport. One of Julie’s other Guiding jobs is to be part of the
District Team that runs Swere Valley District. She worked incredibly hard to keep two units
going when they were on the brink of closure, going over and above the call of duty and
happily both units are still up and running. She has excellent people skills and has nurtured
many leaders with her incredible patience and tenacity and is very good at problem solving
without managing to cause offence or upset. Her gentle, kind approach along with her
enthusiasm and cheerful outlook make Julie, too, a wonderful ambassador for Guiding.
Well done to both of them on this well deserved honour.
STOP PRESS message from Julie Wood Following the presentation of the award, I would
like to thank everyone for their support during my time in Guiding, especially Graham, Katie
and Megan who have also been involved many a time preparing activities, assisting at
meetings and, of course, the good old annual guide camps – I definitely couldn’t have been
part of Guiding without their continued help and support. Julie
7
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SALON2 HAIRDRESSING
Well we're here again, another New Year. Where did the last one go? Happy New Year to
you all!
Thank you to all our clients for their support over the last year and for helping us raise so
much money for charity. In the last few months we have raised quite a lot of money: our
Macmillan coffee day (a month later than everyone else’s!), over £90 raised; a week later
we held our annual Breast Cancer day with well over £120 raised. Thank you all so much
and for the cakes so generously given by our wonderful clients.
Christmas came and instead of presents I asked clients to give to Katharine House Hospice
and I cannot believe that you gave £567.37, thank you so very much. The money was very
gratefully received by the hospice just before the end of the year. You are all so generous,
goodness knows how much we will raise this year!!! Anyway, we look forward to seeing
you all in the salon in the new year where we will be waiting with lovely fresh coffee and a
warm welcome (along with great haircuts and colours!).

STOUR SINGERS REACH NEW HEIGHTS
St Edmund’s, Shipston-on-Stour, was packed on Saturday 5
December 2009 for the Stour Singers Advent concert designed
and conducted by the choir’s founder director, Richard Emms, to
celebrate the Virgin Mary. The Singers were ably accompanied
by the Cherwell Orchestra. The evening began with an exuberant
‘Regina Coeli’ written by Mozart (already a seasoned composer, at
the age of 15) for choir and orchestra with a virtuoso solo soprano line beautifully sung
by Sarah Power, a Philip and Dorothy Green Young Concert Artist 2009. The other guest
artists, Cathy Bell (mezzo-soprano), Patrick Ashcroft (tenor) and Jon Stainsby (baritone)
contributed recitatives and arias from J.S. Bach’s ‘Christmas Oratorio’ and solo verses
within choral items, interspersed with more familiar carols in which the audience eagerly
participated. The second half of the programme was devoted to a rare performance of the
Magnificat in D composed in 1749 by C.P.E. Bach, J.S. Bach’s second son. As a composer, he
developed a style (quite unlike his father’s) in which melody, expression and drama were
key elements. The parts for the soloists and choir were infectiously joyous but often angular
with technically difficult vocal jumps and sustained high passages. However, this balanced
choir, well trained by Richard Emms, quite literally achieved new heights of performance
to the delight of the large audience.
The next concert in St Edmund’s, on Saturday 8 May 2010, promises to be equally unmissable
with a Vivaldi-Handel programme featuring two distinguished soloists, Katharine Fuge
(soprano) and Emma Selway (mezzo-soprano) and the Orchestra of the Swan. Do make
a note of the date in your new diaries. If you would like to sing, or have a yearning to
return to singing, make the most of this opportunity. Rehearsals started on Thursday 7
January 2010 at 7.30pm in Shipston Primary School. New members are always welcome:
no auditions! Contact Vic Twyman, Tel: 01608 664215.
9
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WINTER 2010

Photographs: Patrick Fox
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THANK YOU
The last few weeks have been beautiful, with snow lying for weeks. But they have also
been hard work and the grateful thanks of the village are due to all those people who
have kept village life going. Thank you to all those who have tried to clear the roadways,
driveways and pavements. Thank you especially to the snowplough/digger drivers who
moved the snow out of the roads and without whom travel would have been even more
impossible. Thanks guys!
Thank you, too, to the staff of the shop and post office for keeping us all supplied with
the necessities of life, and staying cheerful in the face of difficult times. Thank you to the
delivery drivers that fought their way in with supplies of milk and bread, to the emergency
service drivers, and to the posties who made deliveries in the worst of the weather. Thank
you all!
Eds

VILLAGE SHOPS
Now that the snow is receding and cars are out and about again, it is timely to suggest
that support for our village shops should not recede too much. They have been extra
magnificent over the last week or so, and we should be grateful by continuing to shop in
our village – ‘use or lose’ is an apt slogan.
John and Rita Wheatley
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK - MID NOVEMBER TO MID JANUARY 2010
In the small hours of Monday 16 November, Martin Madge was driving along the road
to Milcombe by Rickfield Farm when he saw an adult deer (probably roe), which nipped
through the hedge leaving a younger deer standing confused on the verge.  Ten days later,
on 26 November, he saw a deer in the same sort of place just before Rickfield Farm.  Deer
winter coats usually start growing about September and are duller and thicker than
summer coats. Species that are spotted in summer generally lose their spots in winter.  As
in summer, the main identification points are the variations in rump pattern, tail markings
and length. Roe deer have a white rump patch with a short tuft of hairs hanging down.
The fallow deer have a long, black, white-fringed tail and a white rump with black border,
so the black rump pattern looks like an 'M'. Males of these species are called bucks – only
the males of red and sika deer are called stags. Roe deer antlers are small, whereas fallow
deer antlers are large and have several points and broad blades.
On 24 November Martin Madge had an unusual happening with a badger just passed the
lane to Wigginton. They usually just run/lope across the road in front of his car, but this
particular badger decided, mid-way across the road, to go back the way it had already
come from.
During his 20-minute drive to work on the morning of 26 November he saw four foxes. These
animals commonly bark, yap or howl at night to communicate with each other. They have
a dozen or more distinctive calls, each with its own meaning, and are especially noisy in
winter during the breeding season, when courting foxes may be heard emitting short triple
barks, or may shatter the silence of the night with unearthly screams as the vixen calls to
a potential mate.
Helen Foster saw a red kite hunting over the fields, south of Burycroft Road, on the
morning of 14 November. Tim Burchell saw a bullfinch in his garden on 14 December and
then, while he was looking at this bird, saw a male blackcap behind. There was one lapwing
flying over the fields in the East End on 20 December and on the next day 11 lapwing on
the outskirts of the village flying over the fields. I had an email from David McGill on 13
January to say that, while walking his dog in the early morning, he has noticed on a few
occasions, a heron that seems to have taken up residence by the Rop Stream behind the
Manor House.
Those of you who have been reading my articles over the past eight years will know
that I always get excited about the first birds that I see on 1 January and this year it was
the blackbird, followed closely by the normal birds that are in our garden, plus a couple
of fieldfares and a small flock of linnets, with which I was particularly pleased. Then a
male pheasant appeared and this bird has come a few more times since all the snow has
fallen. Also, a great spotted woodpecker visits regularly. I am sure all of you are feeling sorry
for the birds, as it is so difficult for them to find food in this weather, and are feeding them
as much as you can. We have at least six blackbirds and two song thrushes who mainly
do not squabble and have become tolerant of one another in these very hard times. It is
interesting to look at the footprints in the snow and I would like to mention again that a fox
trail is almost in a single line because a fox puts its hind feet into the prints of its fore feet
and draws in its feet below the mid line of its body.
Thank you very much to those of you who have contacted me. Please get in touch with
your sightings. Geraldine Moore Tel: 730236, email: geraline.moore1@btinternet.com
13
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HOOK NORTON ARTS SOCIETY
General Knowledge Quiz
March 6th at 7.30pm
Brewery Visitors Centre
Teams should be no more than 4 people
Tickets are £3 per person, to include supper and a drink
Available from Sue Coltman (730333), Paul Warwick (737107)
and Don Ratcliffe (730917)
Proceeds to Charity
THE HOOKY XMAS CANTER 2009
Well, we really did wonder if it was going to be possible to get our Xmas Canter underway
on the morning of 20 December. As the team prepared the course the previous day there
were large stretches of icy road to negotiate, not just on the course, but to get through to
Hooky itself.
On the day, the sun rose, giving hope that a small thaw would encourage runners to make
the trip from far and wide. A small contingent from Bicester way (including the official with
the starting pistol!) were defeated by the road conditions but, generally, the usual suspects
and then some, turned out on the day. They're a hardy bunch, runners.
An additional complication was that Runners' World and Athletics Weekly had published
the start time as being 11am, not 10.30am as printed on the entry forms. As luck would
have it, by delaying the start until 11am, the day warmed up a little, melting a bit more
of the ice, and keeping the race referee happy – he has the power to call off the race if he
thinks the conditions are too hazardous.
Off went the runners to the sound of a whistle and soon they were off road, across the
fields on trails and paths, towards Rollright, through the little wood there, and back
towards Hooky. The course was well marshalled by Santa-hatted club members, cheering
on runners of all speeds, shapes, sizes and, in some cases, fancy dress costumes.
Back to the clubhouse (muddy shoes off!) for a welcome hot mince pie and a glass of
mulled wine (what did you put in it, Vicky? It tasted divine!). The feedback afterwards
was encouragingly positive with many promises of a return for next year's Xmas Canter.
Grateful thanks to all who helped out, and particularly to Colette and Kerrie for their help
and support.
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lery and Crockery for Hire
t
u
C
Are you holding an event that you need to
hire cutlery and crockery for?
I have enough for 120 people including
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls
and serving spoons.
15p an item, and return it dirty!
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.
From private dinner parties for 10 to the one off
party for 120 guests all you need to do is call:

Vicky Taylor
on
01295 780206 / 07841 910037
www.swacliffegrange.com
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LIBRARY NEWS
Opening hours:

Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

2–5pm
2–5pm
2–5pm
9am–12.30pm

6–7pm
6–7pm

Hello everyone,
An update on what is happening here.
Apologies for our limited opening hours during the snowy
weather. I would like to thank Penny for coming in and doing a
great job when I couldn’t make it in and the readers who braved
the weather and visited us.
We have at last had two additional wall heaters fitted so
hopefully the library will feel a lot warmer during these cold
winter months. Also the lobby has been decorated and we have a
newly painted green front door.
As mentioned before, the library is going to have some stonework around two of
the windows repaired, which is now due to take place in February. Dates are yet to be
confirmed, but we are hoping to stay open and apologise in advance for any disruption.
The new furniture bought with money donated by the Heath Trust has arrived and looks
very smart and takes up much less room. Once again we would like to thank them for this
generous donation.
Our Rhymetimes for the 0–3-year-olds attendance has dropped due to the children moving
on to school, so do tell anyone you know who has a 0–3-year-old about them. The next
dates are Monday 8 February, Monday 8 March and Monday 12 April from 2pm to 2.30pm.
All are welcome, just come along, no tickets needed and the children (and adults) really
enjoy them.
Don’t forget we still have photocopying and computers with broadband. An hour’s
session on the computer can be booked in advance, just telephone me
on 01608 737793. If I’m not here, just leave a message on the answer
phone.
The Friends now supply the Oxford Times weekly and also Country
Living. We have other donated magazines to read as well as the
Banbury Guardian supplied by the library each week, so do
drop by and have a read. We look forward to seeing you all
again soon,
Janet May, Library Manager
17
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HOOKY PLAYERS
It's pantomime time yet again. How the years roll by. This year it's
‘St George and the Dragon’. Performance dates are Wednesday
10th, Thursday 11th, Friday 12th and Saturday 13th February, all
to commence at 7.30pm with a Saturday 13th matinee at 2.30pm
too. Once again the venue is the Memorial Hall, Hook Norton and
the admission prices remain the same as last year: £6.50 for adults
and £4.50 for concessions. Tickets are always eagerly sought after
for the pantomime, so this is your last chance to obtain a seat. All the usual characters
will be appearing for your entertainment – hero, heroine, villain, dame, warriors, comics,
dancers and a host of others. Don't miss out – telephone Box Office Sheila on 01608
730355.
Refreshments will be on sale in the interval and a colour souvenir programme can be
purchased for £1. There will also be a raffle. Come and laugh away the winter gloom.
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THANK YOU
I would like to say a HUGE thank you to everybody who sponsored
me for my skydive in November. Together with my colleagues from
iSOFT, I am thrilled to have raised over £3300, which will fund at least
six wishes: like the one recently granted to Ellen, aged eight, who is
living with juvenile idiopathic arthritis. Ellen’s wish was to see an ‘X
Factor’ live show and go backstage. The cost of granting Ellen’s wish
was £500. Ellen’s mum says: ‘Ellen is a quiet, unassuming and caring child who endears
herself to all she meets. She loves all aspects of life, particularly dancing and singing. Her
illness has had a marked affect on her lifestyle. She has taken a long time to get used to all
her medicines and has to attend hospital for weekly injections. Throughout her illness she
has not complained or asked “why me?” Ellen is so excited to have her wish granted, it has
given her something wonderful to look forward to.’
The money we raised has not yet been assigned to specific wishes but you can be assured
that it will be used by Rays of Sunshine to benefit as many children as possible. This will be
either by funding a wish like Ellen’s or buying a present for a child like the one recently given
to Joshua, aged seven, who was diagnosed in 2006 with acute lymphoblastic leukaemia
and has had 40 weeks of chemotherapy.
Joshua is Star Wars mad and his favourite
character is R2-D2. In October 2009,
Rays of Sunshine gave him his very own
R2-D2 DVD projector. Joshua’s dad said,
‘Joshua was completely blown away by
his R2-D2 projector. He was so excited
I thought he was going to explode. Last
night he had a sleepover with his sister
watching ‘Star Wars’ with his new best
friend, R2-D2. Joshua is nearing the
end of his treatment now and it was a
great surprise for him. The wish was a
fantastic way to show Joshua how well
he has done throughout his treatment.
Thank you so much for making Joshua’s
wish come true.’ To watch Joshua’s wish
come true, go to the following link www.
russelldouglas.co.uk.
If anyone has not yet got around to
sponsoring me, my website is still active
so it’s not too late! Please visit www.
JustGiving.com/
iSKYDiVE and
help to turn even
more
wishes
into
happy
memories.
Thank you all
again for your
support. Gill
19
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SPORT RELIEF 2010: RISE TO THE CHALLENGE
COME ON BANBURY! SPORT RELIEF 2010 HAS ARRIVED
Sport Relief is back – and it’s coming to Bloxham, Banbury! The town
is set to host one of Sainsbury’s Sport Relief Miles on Sunday 21st
March, and needs local people to show their support by entering now at www.sportrelief.
com. The Bloxham Mile sets off at 9am. The Sport Relief Weekend is taking place from
Friday 19th to Sunday 21st March and it’ll be three whole days of energy, entertainment
and events to help the nation rise to the challenge!
The sports development team from Cherwell District Council, who is organising the event
said: “The Sainsbury’s Sport Relief Mile in Banbury is sure to be an exciting and action
packed day. With a lively warm up, local sports clubs putting on sessions and plenty
of entertaining activities the atmosphere promises to be electric, it is truly an event
not to be missed. Best of all, the money you raise by getting sponsored will be used to
transform lives forever. So come on Banbury, rise to the challenge!”
Hundreds of thousands of people across the country will rise to the challenge at the
Sainsbury’s Sport Relief Mile - and have a great time too – whether they do 1, 3 or 6
miles. Comic Relief will spend the money raised through sponsorship helping poor and
vulnerable people both here in the UK and across the world’s poorest countries.
Sport Relief has a unique history of dedicated people doing extraordinary things to rise to
the challenge. In 2006 David Walliams completed his astonishing swim across the English
Channel and in 2008 Adrian Chiles and Alan Shearer cycled 335 miles from Newcastle
to London. This summer Eddie Izzard set an incredible standard by running an amazing
43 marathons in 51 days around the UK and there’ll be even more amazing celebrity
challenges to get the whole nation geared up for the Sport Relief Weekend.
The whole thing kicks off on Friday 19th March when everyone gets active, raises cash
and has a ball at home, at work or at school; before they settle down to watch a night of
top Sport Relief telly on BBC One. Then there’ll be even more BBC radio, online and TV
coverage throughout the weekend to keep everyone entertained. Then it’s the big one,
the chance for the nation to come together and take part in the Sainsbury’s Sport Relief
Mile on Sunday 21st March.
For more information on Sport Relief 2010 visit sportrelief.com
For more information contact: Jordan Chaney on 01295 221719 or e-mail Jordan.
chaney@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
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THE NEW FOOTBALL TRAINING SKILLS PROGRAMME AVAILABLE DURING
HALF-TERMS, SCHOOL HOLIDAYS, BANK HOLIDAYS AND EARLY EVENINGS.
GREAT FUN FOR YOU AND ALL YOUR MATES, ALL ABILITIES WELCOME.
OPEN TO ALL BOYS AND GIRLS OF PRIMARY SCHOOL AGE
10am to 3pm. REGISTRATION FROM 9.30am

FEBRUARY HALF TERM – MONDAY, WEDNESDAY,
FRIDAY!!








LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE
TO BOOK YOURS CALL

07800980940
NOW!!
Also available as parties on MUGA/ Club House: ask for details (above)
(Certificates, party food, party gift for birthday boy/girl)
Qualified coach


C.R.B checked


Female assistant


Insured
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BAPTIST CHURCH
Singing carols in the open air has long been a Christian tradition
and one that we Baptists routinely follow, but very rarely in
snow! I suppose it provides a more authentic flavour, recalling
Christmas card scenes of snowbound carol singers, but I doubt
very much that there was snow in Palestine on that first Christmas
night, despite what the author of ‘In the bleak midwinter’
thought! Poor John was playing the guitar with very cold fingers, so it was a kind thought
of the staff at The Sun to send out mulled wine at the end. Christmas services were well
attended, despite the weather, and Sunday services have been maintained during the Big
Freeze, although many other meetings had to be cancelled.
Connect 2010
This year is designated as a year of mission, which we share with the five other churches
in our area; St Peter’s, Gt Rollright, Swerford, and the Methodist and Anglican churches
at Wigginton. You will be seeing a lot more of the CONNECT 2010 logo as various
events are announced, and you can also check out the website at www.connect-2010.
co.uk. There should be further information elsewhere in this Newsletter.
370 years in Hooky
In May this year we also celebrate the 370th anniversary of the founding of a Baptist
Church in Hook Norton. There will be special events to mark the occasion, of which more
details next time. This was among the very first Baptist congregations in the country, set
up at a time when it was risky to be a non-conformist and dangerous to be a preacher.
Lent meetings
These will be shared with all the churches at the school study centre as usual, starting on
24 February for four consecutive Wednesdays, at 7.30pm. David MacInnes will be leading a
course entitled ‘What's the connection?’ and described as ‘How to connect what I believe
with what others don't.’ With the use of DVDs and with social interaction, this should be
an interesting and useful course.
Just Desserts
On 20 February there will be another of our popular musical evenings featuring local
musicians. This year we will have to manage without regular performer Ruth Quartermain
who went off to join a military band but recently found herself having to suffer the ordeal
of sleeping out in sub-zero temperatures to fulfill basic training requirements. Apparently
the army thinks you can still march and play the clarinet with frost-bitten digits; that's if
you survive the hypothermia, of course!
The final Just Desserts evening of the season will take place on 20 March when illusionist
Steve Price will be our guest. Steve gives performances all over the country and has an
excellent reputation. Come and see something different! Make a note of the dates and
come along if you can. Both evenings should start at 7.30pm.
Whatever your hopes and dreams are for 2010, remember that things go better when you
have a faith to hold on to!
Dorothy Smith 737266. Rev. John Taylor 737315 (church office)
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LOW CARBON HOOK NORTON
Green Hooky
No, the Brewery hasn’t developed a new cabbage-based beer, but Low Carbon Hook
Norton is working on initiatives to help the village become a low carbon community. We
bravely battled through the snow to the Brewery Visitors’ Centre, urged on by the thought
of beer (thanks again to James Clarke and the Brewery staff) and the chance to catch up on
developments since the last meeting.
Ding, ding - Round 2
The Hook Norton application to the Low Carbon Communities Challenge went through
to the second round of bidding for £0.5m of government funding. A decision as to which
projects will receive funding will be made at the end of January. So, if we are successful,
what would the funding help us to do for the village?

Refurbishment of homes: 40 homes could receive interest free loans to
help with energy saving projects, five homes could get funding for a total
retrofit.

Sustainable Green Flag School: Installing solar photovoltaic (PV) panels
on the school roof to generate electricity and a ground source heat pump
for heating.

Bio fuels: The Brewery could be the site of a community bio fuel tank to
supply waste-oil derived biodiesel.

Wind turbines: One possibility, if there is local support, is to generate
electricity with small wind turbines. At the meeting we discussed potential
sites with good wind speeds, which could unobtrusively house small (9m
diameter, 15kW) wind turbines without impacting on the view.

Low Carbon Transport: Two electric Smart pool cars could be based at the
school and charged from the PV panels installed there
24
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Village Energy Surveys
A big thank you to everyone in the village who completed a survey and to members of the
group who fought their way through snow drifts to deliver and then collect them. So, what did
you tell us? A summary so far …..
Of the respondents:
75% have less than the recommended level of insulation (270mm depth) in their lofts and are
not intending to top up their insulation in the near future – this means heat, and money, is
wafting out of roofs all over the village. You’ll have seen that clearly with the roofs that lost
the snow first in January! Do ring 0800 512 012 where you can get subsidised (or free if you
are over 60 or on benefits) loft insulation.
Very few villagers with single-glazed windows are aware of the options for double or secondary
glazing.
The village has a heavy reliance on oil for heating – this makes the Oil Purchasing Group a really
important initiative.
5% are considering installing home energy generating systems, such as solar panels and air
source heat pumps. We hope to provide interest free loans to villagers.
Over 50% would use bio diesel to fuel their diesel cars. So having a biodiesel tank in the village
looks like one to start planning for straight away.
We have had a good response so far, but more feedback will help us identify where we could
focus our efforts. We will provide a full feedback on the surveys on the village website and in
the next copy of the Newsletter. If your survey hasn’t been collected, you can post it into the
collection box in the village shop or school, or pop it to Farthings on High Street (next to The
Bell).
Other news
Hook Norton Low Carbon Ltd, our ‘one member: one vote’ community benefit organisation
is now up and running. Shares cost £1 and are available to anyone who lives in Hook Norton
or the surrounding area. The more members we have, the more funds we have to support
initiatives to benefit our village and families.
Affiliation Schemes: 15 families have switched over to Green Energy UK (for their electricity)
or the Phone Co-op. As with the oil scheme, this should, in many cases, save you money, and
commission from this feeds into Hook Norton Low Carbon Ltd and helps us to fund village
initiatives. Please contact ramsay@ramsaydunning.co.uk or 737747.
Hook Norton Online: Don’t forget to visit the village website on www.hook-norton.org.uk to
catch up on absolutely everything that’s happening in the village. The environment forum
is the place to talk about anything vaguely related to environmental issues and freecycle is
where you go to get rid of, or find, household items.
Scrapping your old boiler: This isn’t an opportunity to do away with the mother-in-law, it’s a
scheme that can offer £400 towards replacement of old, inefficient boilers. Oil-fuelled boilers
over 25 years old are eligible.
Next meeting is 7.30pm Wednesday 10 March at the Brewery Visitors’ Centre. If you would like
to know more about these issues, contact Tim Lunel on 730446 or lunel@btinternet.com.
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Select & Save @ The Village Shop
High Street, Hook Norton, Oxon, OX15 5NQ
Tel 01608 737245
E-mail:- joe@villageshophooky.co.uk
www.villageshophooky.com

Monday to Friday 7am –8pm
Saturdays 8am – 8pm
Sundays 8am – 6pm
Thinking of flowers – We make a wide range of bouquets to
order and deliver in the local area. Or perhaps you are looking
to provide decorations for a special event, then we can help.
We provide funeral wreaths and deal on a daily basis with
our local funeral directors and now come recommended by
them. Whatever the situation, call us to discuss
your requirements.
ATM – We now have an ATM back in store under a completely
new supplier at a reduced rate and with better service
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
• Put on a few extra pounds over Christmas?
• Sick of rubbish TV in the evenings?
• Want to meet new people?
• Embarrassed to play alongside more experienced players?
Why not come to Rusty Rackets on Tuesday evenings at 6–7pm? Yes,
it does happen, even in the winter (snow permitting). It’s only £5 a
session and all standards are welcome.
Joining-up day
Watch out in the next Newsletter for information on our ‘Joining-up
day’ in April. Seniors and juniors will be welcome at the Club to get to know our members
and play a few games.
Results so far of the winter Banbury League matches, weekend and floodlit.
In the Floodlit League, our first team is in 3rd place; our 2nd team is 4th and our 3rd team
is in first place, tying with Harbury. In the Weekend League, our A team is 5th in Division 1;
our B team is 3rd in Division 2, and our C team is 3rd in Division 3.
News from junior coaching
Junior tennis coaching sessions started again on Tuesday 19 January. Mini tennis red and
orange sessions take place at the Hook Norton Primary School and mini tennis green and
junior sessions at the tennis club. The days/times of the sessions are the same as last term.
Ladies and rusty racket coaching sessions also started on this date. To sign up or for more
details please contact Marc on 01295 265085 or email marcgilkes@fsmail.net.

GREAT RESPONSE TO FOOD RECYCLING
Cherwell’s new food waste recycling scheme has proven very popular
with the residents of Hook Norton. The scheme, launched in October,
has already diverted 40 per cent of cooked and uncooked food from
the village’s green bins. And once everyone becomes accustomed to
putting their food waste in the brown bin, this figure will rise.
Cherwell’s portfolio holder for environment, recreation and health, Councillor George
Reynolds, said: ‘It is surprising just how much food we throw away, even those of us with a
frugal nature. There are many items that can now go in the brown bin, including bones, plate
scrapings and shells, it’s just a matter of getting used to the change.
‘I would ask everyone to stop and think for a second before they throw anything away – “could
I avoid some of that going to landfill?” Not only will this be better for the environment but
recycling food waste costs about half as much as paying landfill taxes.’
Each home in the village should have received a kitchen caddy, a container to store food waste
before transferring it from the kitchen to the brown bin.
They came with a complimentary roll of compostable liners, which can also go in with the
food and garden waste. These should not be substituted with plastic liners, but they are not
essential; the caddy can be lined with newspaper, which can also go in the brown bin, or be
left unlined.
Those wishing to buy some more liners can pick them up at Sainsbury’s in Market Place, Chipping
Norton, all the major supermarkets in Banbury and the Co-op in High Street, Bloxham.
Anyone with questions about the scheme should visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/foodwaste or call
01295 221940.
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ST PETER’S CHURCH
Well, St Peter’s has, as always, enjoyed a whirlwind of a Christmas season. We do hope
everyone who has come along to our services over the last few weeks has felt spiritually
uplifted.
St Peter’s and all the churches in the Benefice are now
preparing in earnest for Connect 2010 in June. Please
keep any eye out for forthcoming Connect 2010related meetings, details of which will be posted on
the website (www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk) and
also in the weekly Church News. (Copies of this can be
found on the table in St Peter’s.)
One bit of fantastic news that was confirmed just before Christmas relates to the Norman
Matthews Memorial Hall, which is owned by Oxfordshire County Council. St Peter’s has
been subletting the Hall for the last couple of years from Hook Norton Parish Council,
which has held the lease from OCC. Use of the building
has represented a wonderful asset, especially for the
Youth Groups and the Carry on Learning Group, despite
the rather tired interior and requirement for some
considerable refurbishment.
Before Christmas we were informed that the Parish
Council was to give up its lease to the building, and
St Peter’s, through the Oxford Diocese, now has the
opportunity to take on an official lease from OCC at a favourable rent.
St Peter’s major concern related to the costs associated with the internal refurbishment
the hall will need. To try and address this, the Youth Groups went through a lengthy process
of applying for a £47,000 Oxfordshire County Council youth-related grant that would fund
major internal work on the building.
Just before Christmas the Youth Groups were informed that their application and
subsequent panel interview had been successful. The upshot is that, subject to the lease
with the Diocese being finalised before April, the Youth Groups will receive all £47,000
they applied for. Leasing negotiations between the Diocesan solicitors and Oxfordshire
County Council are now in full swing!
What a fantastic achievement, and a hearty three cheers to all the youth involved! Our
goal is to see the hall used more widely as a community asset, but its poor internal state
due to a lack of consistent funding has not made the building a particularly amenable
space. We do hope there is now a real possibility that this will be addressed. Watch this
space to find out more about how the overall process is progressing.
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Regular Diary Dates
• Jesus and Me (JAM) club: Hook Norton Primary School study centre, every
Wednesday, 3.15–4.15pm during term time. For children in Keystage 2.
• Wheelers and Squealers: Our regular get-togethers for the village tots,
tinies and their parents/carers. 11am at St Peter’s, every second Thursday
of the month (see posters for confirmation).
• Youth Groups and ‘The Drop’: The Youth Groups meet once a month at the
Norman Matthews Memorial Hall. There are two groups. Energize is the
group for all secondary school children, and Outlook is for young people in
school year ten and upwards. Next dates for Energize are 5 February and
12 March, 7.30pm. Outlook next meet on 5 March and 26 March, 8pm.
The Drop is held at the Norman Matthews Memorial Hall, every Tuesday
afternoon, 5–7pm. Air hockey, art, Wii, table tennis, pool and outdoor
sports. Open to everyone in school Year 4 and upwards. All activities free
... Fair Trade tuck shop to raise funds. For more details, contact Chris &
Laura Cooke on 07739 313381, or see the St Peter’s website.
• Font Café: 10am–12 noon, every Tuesday and Saturday morning. Fresh
coffee, tea and biscuits, served free of charge. An opportunity to meet
with friends, relax and chat. Children and well-behaved dogs welcome!
• Jesus and Me (J.A.M.) Service: An all-age service tailored to our children
and held jointly with Hook Norton Baptist Church. Every third Sunday,
alternating between St Peter’s (10am) and Hook Norton Baptist Church
(10.30am). The next J.A.M. Service is at Hook Norton Baptist Church, on
12 February, 10.30am.
The Bible Study groups also started up again in January. They will be dipping into Isaiah.
Each of the three groups studies the same passage in any given week, so it is possible to
move between groups. Leaflets with times and venues are at the back of church. Please
come and join any of the groups.
The Lent Course for 2010 will take place at Hook Norton School Study Centre, starting on
the evening of 24 February, 7.15pm. The course will run for four consecutive Wednesdays,
and will be themed, ‘What’s the connection?’. All welcome.
Sophia Fox, Churchwarden. 730818; sophiafox1@aol.com;
www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk
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HOOK NORTON GUIDES
It has been a busy term this Christmas for the 1st Hook Norton Guides,
with the festive activities and trips that were organised to make sure
everyone was excited and prepared for Christmas.
Val Stratford very kindly came along to our meeting to make Christmas
cards with the guides – they folded coloured paper and made Christmas trees on them to
give to their family.
As one of our main community services, we started the festive season with carol singing
for the elderly at Beechaven in Chipping Norton and then went down to the Chipping
Norton hospital to sing again. It was one short hour of singing that meant so much to
all of them.
Our annual trip at Christmas time is going to the Mirror Tent at Cowley in Oxford. This year
the show that was on was ‘Beauty and the Beast’. In total we took up 50 seats, which were
made up of the guides and their families. The theatre show was one of the best that we
have seen. It was full of excitement
and singing and dancing. However,
still the best part of the production is
the interval where it’s sweet crêpes
all round!
The last meeting of the term was
organised by the current Baden
Powell girls, they arranged for a dressup meeting in pyjamas with games
and party food. The final part of the
meeting was a time to celebrate
the previous Baden Powell badge
achievers: Claire, Rosi and Holly.
The three girls were invited back to
receive their badges and certificates
in a ceremony in front of the guides
and witnessed by Diana Barber who
assisted the girls throughout their
challenges.
With such a great ending to the year
we are looking forward to what 2010
will bring to our unit in the centenary
year. Finally, from all of the guides we
wish everyone a Happy New Year.
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THE GREAT HOOK NORTON

Fifteen local photographers submitted a total of 313 images to the Great Hook Norton Photo Com
year, didn't have St Peters, the viaducts and the Brewery, we'd have very few pictures to look at
Camera Club), and myself, a keen amateur of many a grey hair, acted as judges. As the pictures wi
that were not necessarily identifiable as Hook Norton, which still left us with a huge number to si
final round. Final judging was not purely on photographic merit, we were looking for images that w
images, and on the website, which likes landscape and even panoramic formats. One picture stoo
decide between the two. The final results in the traditional reverse order are:

3rd Julie Wood - Brewery • 2nd Noel Bell - Brewery from the Sout

The website http://hook-norton.org.uk/events/photo-competition.html has a slide show of the fi
Jem Hayward
Note from the Editors: grateful thanks are due to Jem for organising this competition and all t
2010 Village Directory of Services. Noel’s photograph of the Brewery is on the front page of the
April Newsletter.
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RTON PHOTO COMPETITION

n Photo Competition – mostly in the last few days before the deadline! If we hadn't had snow last
es to look at! Local professional photographer David McGill, Fiona Parsons (chairman of Banbury
pictures will be used in the Newsletter and on the website, we reluctantly excluded photographs
umber to sift through, but eventually we got it down to 37 excellent images, which went into the
mages that would look good on the cover of the Newsletter and Directory, favouring portrait format
picture stood out from the beginning as a winner and two others were so close it was difficult to

m the South West • 1st Simon Hicks - Autumn Leaves Manor Fields

ow of the final round entries. Take a look and see how high the overall standard of entries was.

on and all the keen photographers for entering. The winning photograph is on the cover of the
page of the village website www.hook-norton.org.uk/ and you will see Julie’s on the cover of the
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A FUND-RAISING CONCERT, DINNER AND AUCTION
SATURDAY 1ST MAY 2010 IN HOOK NORTON
Book the date: Book a table.

What is H4H all about?
It’s about a desire to do something practical to help our wounded young men and
women.
Our servicemen & women give more, risk more & sacrifice more – so we believe they
should be given more. We believe they deserve the very best.
To do this, H4H needs to raise a great deal of money. Become part of hook norton and
district’s contribution.
This is not abstract help – it is about real people – heroes to us maybe but, in their own
eyes, just ordinary men and woman doing their job.
But now they can’t and that is why they need our help to begin again.
For more information contact:
David Shepley-Cuthbert
Elaine Perriss
Rita Wheatley

01608 737250
01608 730496
01608 737097

THE MIDNIGHT MILKMAN
We have never caught sight of him; we are not sure of his name; he never wakes us up as
he delivers the milk in the middle of the night. He has a wide range of goods as well as milk
in bottles. He has never missed a delivery through all the bad weather. What devotion to
duty! We thank him very much. B&HH

BADMINTON
Join us for Badminton, Coffee and a Chat in the Memorial Hall
Tuesday evenings:
Thursday mornings:

8.00 – 9.30pm
10.00 – 12.00

£1.00
£1.50

No Leagues – All games doubles
For more information, call Vicky on 737985
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THE DROP
Since last issue we have had some fantastic news as we have
won a grant of £47,575 to make improvements to the Norman
Matthews Hall!!! The young people from our youth group put
together the application, got interviewed by the panel and won
the award! Congratulations to them.
We will be tarmacing the outside area, repainting throughout, putting in new toilets
and a staircase to upstairs, doing other refurbishments and creating a new room
downstairs. This will all make a massive difference to the hall and our youth club.
Another big thank you to Hook Norton Charitable Association for their donation of
£150, which we have used to buy an air hockey table, the choice of the young people.
So if anyone is interested in joining us, we are open on Tuesdays, 5–7pm, to year 4
upwards and have a pool table, ping pong, table football, art stuff, wii and more ...
We are still looking for some extra help, so if you are over 18 and can be CRB checked,
please contact us on 07739 313381.
We have info on our website: www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk (click on youth).
There is also a blog and info on our other youth clubs, Energize and Outlook.
Looking forward to hearing from you and maybe seeing you at The Drop.
Chris and Laura Cooke

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON
LIBRARY
READING MATTERS BOOK CLUB
Eight of our intrepid members braved
the elements this month to discuss
‘Corpsing’ by Toby Litt. Next month's
selection hasn't arrived yet due to the
weather, but it will be distributed as
soon as it's available. We meet on the
second Wednesday of the month in
the library at 2.30pm. New members
are welcome. Any enquiries, please
call Kerrie McCormick on 01608
737350.
The Museum would welcome a copy
of David Eddershaw's A Country
Brewery 1849–1999. If anyone has a
copy surplus to requirements, please
contact barbara.k.hicks@btinternet.
com or 737017
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Pilates and Yoga
Personal Training
Call Helen for more information on

01608 664659
email: info@purely-you.co.uk
www.purely-you.co.uk
Make Time to Focus Purely on You

ERIC WYATT
no call out charge
WASHING MACHINE - TUMBLE DRYER
COOKER - FRIDGES AND FRIDGE FREEZERS
Eric Wyatt
6 Round Close Rd, Adderbury

Tel. No. (01295) 810116
Mobile 07831 595898
CHIPPING NORTON ORGANICS
for LOCAL ORGANIC
VEG FRUIT SALADS MEAT
MILK CREAM BREAD CAKES
EGGS WINE BEER CIDER WHOLEFOODS
Free delivery to your door
Box scheme & online ordering
Veggie-boxes can be tailor-made to suit your requirements

Tel 01608 642973
www.chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
sales@chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON W.I.
At the beginning of November, W.I. members and guests enjoyed a shopping
trip to Birmingham, which appeared to be a big success.
Our speaker for our meeting was Barbara Gray who came to talk to us about
Denman College. This is a college owned and run by the W.I. and is based in
Oxfordshire. It was opened in 1948 and in 2008 celebrations took place to honour the 60
years that it has been open.
Our Christmas lunch was held at the Red Lion, Little Compton at the beginning of December
to start off the season’s festivities. A group of children from Hook Norton Primary School
came to our December meeting and sung a selection of carols, Christmas songs and
readings. They were very entertaining and everyone enjoyed their performance. A very
tasty tea followed before we went home.
The speaker for our January meeting will be John Terry from Chipping Norton Theatre and
in February the speaker will be Moira Byast to talk about a Journey into Family History.
Our February meeting will be on 16 February at 2pm in the Baptist Hall. All visitors will be
very welcome.
					
Doreen McLaughlin

ADVANCE NOTICE
SATURDAY, 5 JUNE
10am–4pm,
St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton.
Come and enjoy a creative day
exploring the world and our place
in it. This is a practical community
workshop, so be prepared to get a
bit messy! No previous experience
of art or creative activity is needed,
just an open mind and a willingness
to get ‘stuck in’. All adults welcome
(no upper age limit). The day is free
– and lunch/coffee/tea is included.
Oh yes – wear old clothes or bring
an apron. There are limited spaces,
so do ring and let us know if you
would like to come along. Call:
Cindy: 01608 738299
Joyce: 01295 720074
Judi: 01608 730609
Rita: 01608 737097
37
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HOOK NORTON, OX15 5DD
(1 mile north of Hook Norton village)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: 01608 737349 www.firs-garage.com
_____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Extensive range of new
and used vehicles
Servicing & MOT at
competitive rates
Parts Bodyshop Graphics
Mitsubishi Outlander 4WD. 5 or 7 seats.
Superb fuel economy & low emissions.

Attended fuel & shop,
friendly service & more !

Family Business Established 1960 – thank you for your custom
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
Here I am cocooned from the snow and cold and worrying if we are going to get to London
to see the highly praised version of ‘Sweet Charity’ at the wonderful small venue by London
Bridge Station, The Chocolate Factory. However, most of my recommendations for you are
much closer to home (not forgetting the Hooky Players’ ‘St George and the Dragon’ on
10–13 February). Oxford Playhouse opens February with works by two of our greatest living
playwrights – Ayckbourn and Stoppard. ‘My Wonderful Day’ is a world premiere production
by the former. Winnie is off school (was it snowing?) and has to write an essay under that
title. We are able to share her child’s eye view of her wonderful day – and be appalled as
she observes her family. Dates: 8–13 February.
‘The Invention of Love’ is a more cerebral play packed with Stoppard wit. Set in Oxford
we have a galaxy of academics as the life, loves and scholarship of A.E. Housman (of ‘A
Shropshire Lad’ fame) are explored. Dates: 17–20 February. The rest of the month is taken up
with a stage version of Jane Austin’s ‘Pride and Prejudice’. A further attraction is that Susan
Hampshire plays the foolish and marriage-obsessed Mrs Bennet. Dates: 22–27 February.
In a clash of dates (10–13 February), but who says you cannot go to the theatre twice
in a week, Chippy Theatre has a fascinating Arthur Miller play presented by The Oxford
School of Drama. ‘After the Fall’ is sometimes called ‘The Marilyn Monroe play’. Also in
February, at the Everyman Theatre Cheltenham, and starting on the 15th, you can see Noel
Coward’s classic comedy ‘Present Laughter’. Set in the glamorous world that was Coward’s
own theatre life it seems a tonic for today’s weather dreariness. Nor is there any let up to
theatrical pleasures in March. The adventurous Mill at Banbury presents ‘Romeo and Juliet’
on the 2nd while Chippy Theatre, opening on the same evening for five performances, gives
a stage version of ‘The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn’ (Huck).
Oxford continues its impressive programme into March; 9th to 13th, Chekhov’s ‘Three
Sisters; 16th to 20th, Graham Greene’s surreal masterpiece, ‘Ministry of Fear’ and ending
on 29 March–3 April, with Ibsen’s irresistible heroine Hedda Gabler. That fine actress
Rosamund Pike is in the starring role. I should add that the Chekhov is also on at Warwick
Arts Centre (23–27 February) and Northampton Theatre Royal (16–20 March).
The RSC Stratford Courtyard, from 18 February, opens with ‘King Lear’ and then on 12
March goes into repertory with ‘Romeo and Juliet’. For those who didn’t see David Tennant
as ‘Hamlet’ on stage, I hope you watched the TV version at Christmas. Tennant and Patrick
Stewart were excellent in a fine production. We must hope the BBC are encouraged to do
more Shakespeare from the stage.
We really are fortunate to have such an array of plays to enjoy – all within easy reach;
assuming the snow doesn’t come back!
The Royal Academy has a blockbuster of an exhibition from 23 January to 18 April – ‘The
Real Van Gogh: The Artist and his Letters’. With all the recent hype about ears and madness,
I liked the comment, ‘He was not a mad artist but a very great painter waging an inner
battle against insanity’. Incidentally, I was taken to task about my comments in the last issue
over the work of Anish Kapoor. My opinion is very personal, so it is wonderful to have some
contrary views. Other readers; never hesitate to tell me when I’m wrong!
The concert platform offers much at Warwick Arts – my choice is 17 March when the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra has a programme of Shostakovich. What is especially exciting is
that the conductor will be the composer’s son Maxim and one of the pieces is the Piano
Concerto No.2, written as a birthday present to his son.
I feel more cheerful already! John Wheatley
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GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Last term...
At Christmas, we were
entertained by a fantastic
production of the pantomime
‘Cinderella’ from those in
Years 3–6, demonstrating
the vast talent our children
have! The younger children
delighted us with the
amusing – but very poignant
– story of Humph the Camel
whose vocabulary, until he
finds Baby Jesus, is limited
to “HUMPH!” We had a
very successful evening carol
singing around the village,
when we raised nearly £100
for SHELTER, as well as a beautiful carol service in St Andrew’s Church, followed by mince
pies and mulled wine back in the school hall.
A real highlight for us at school in December was the first ever Great Rollright Film Festival
where the children who attend our ComputerXplorers Club showed the extraordinary
digital films they had made! The children had learned so much and, with this added to their
wonderful imaginations, they produced some amazing short films. Wallace and Gromit
had better watch out, there’s real competition for you here at Great Rollright!
This term...
Term 3 has got off to a shaky start with the challenging snowy conditions. However, we
have tried our best to open the school whenever it has been possible and safe. Sadly the
treacherous road conditions in and around the village have not enabled us to run our
school bus. We are very grateful to the terrific support we have had from parents during
this time. The children have enjoyed opportunities to work with different children and staff
and we have had lots of fun exploring the snow through science, art and literature.
Coming up...
We have lots to look forward to in terms 3 and 4 with visits out to The Mill in Banbury and
The Sheldonian Theatre in Oxford for the older children, as well as visits to school from
the Waste Bus and the Life Bus. Our children will also be taking part in several partnership
events when they will go to Chipping Norton for drama or sports activities.
Our Comenius Project is going very well and we have partners in France, Spain, Poland
and Finland. We are very excited about welcoming four teachers and ten children from
our partner school in Vasa, West Finland, who are coming to visit us in March for five days.
They will stay in the village and we have an exciting programme planned for them. We are
already planning for the return trip when our Year 6 children will visit Finland in May.
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PARISH COUNCIL SNIPPETS
Memorial Hall
The floor in the Memorial Hall has recently been repainted and sealed with the aid of a
Grant of £1106 from Cherwell District Council for which the Parish Council is extremely
grateful. As we have reminded parishioners in the past, the hall is the village War
Memorial and it is important that we continue to maintain it in memory of those who
gave their lives in the two major conflicts of the 20th century. To this end we need
your support to ensure the hall is used regularly and if you would like to hire it for a
community group, or for a one-off event such as a birthday party, please contact the
Parish Clerk, Ken Porter, on 01295 758352 or at kenneth_i.porter@virgin.net.
Dog waste
This issue continues to generate a number of complaints to the Parish Council and,
with apologies to those dog owners who do act responsibly, may we please remind
everyone that special bins have been provided for dog waste and are sited around
the village. We have recently been made aware of bags of waste being left on walls
or in the open litter bins. These are not acceptable alternatives and, indeed, leaving
the waste in a plastic bag but not in a designated bin is one of the worst things to do.
Please dispose of dog waste responsibly in the designated bins provided and never
place in an ordinary litter bin or an open green bin.
Cemetery – dogs on leads
May we also remind dog owners that their animals should be kept on leads if they are
walking through the cemetery.
Litter
It is noticeable that certain areas of the village do suffer a litter problem and we would
ask parishioners to be conscious of the need to keep the village tidy and encourage
everyone to use the litter bins provided. We are fortunate to live in a beautiful village
and it is incumbent upon all of us to keep it clean and tidy.
Vacancy for Parish Councillor
Following the resignation of Rob Bartlett we have a vacancy on the Parish Council.
Anybody wishing to become actively involved in local affairs is asked to contact the
clerk, Ken Porter, on 01295 758352 or at kenneth_i.porter@virgin.net.
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COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIES

Sérénité is run by complementary therapist
Jeanne Corcos-Conisbee (MAR, ITEC dip, IPTI) who specialises in
natural therapies. Jeanne practices from relaxing treatment room in
Sibford Gower and offers home visits.
Also available at the French salon L’Académie in Shipston & at the Banbury Counselling Centre

Aromatherapy
Swedish Massage
Indian Head Massage
Facial Massage Hot Stones Massage Reflexology
For more details on therapies or to book an appointment, please call Jeanne on

07896 242362 or email info@serenite.co.uk
www.serenite.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON

BROWNIES

Can you help?
Have you got energy, a sense of humour and lots of enthusiasm?
We need a new Leader because Katrina is leaving at the end of March.
Rachel and Michelle are staying on, so we still have help each week, and the administration
and finance is taken care of, but we need someone between the age of 18 and 65 to
become our new Brownie Leader.
We meet on Tuesdays at 5–6.30pm at the Memorial Hall.
This is our Centenary Celebration Year and there are a lot of exciting things to do.
If you think you can help, please get in touch with:
Julie on 01608 737998 or at julie@hookiewood.freeserve.co.uk,
or Diana on 01608 737428 or at diana.barber.gemini@gmail.com

HOOK NORTON

Hook Norton has no Rainbow Unit at the moment.
If you have a daughter between the age of 5 and 7 – or coming up to that age – and would
like to find out about reopening this Unit, which used to meet for an hour once a week,
please contact:
Julie on 01608 737998 or at julie@hookiewood.freeserve.co.uk,
or Diana on 01608 737428 or at diana.barber.gemini@gmail.com

Isobel Jane, daughter of Richard
and Katharine Brearey of Hook
Norton was baptised at St Peter’s
Church, Hook Norton on 15
November 2009.

Steven Andrew Ward and SallyAnne Taylor were married at St
Peter’s Church, Hook Norton on
28 December 2009.
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Taking you where you want to go...

A modern first class reliable service
for all your coaching needs
14 – 70 seat coaches available
www.cheneycoaches.co.uk

Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, OX16 4RZ
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Ferris Hill Farm on SATURDAY 3rd JULY 2010
The Hamsters are coming to Hook Norton!
TWENTY-THIRD ANNIVERSARY YEAR: OVER 4,000 CONCERTS

"THEY'RE FABULOUS! ONE OF
BRITAIN'S VERY BEST LIVE BANDS"
- Bob Harris, Radio 2

"THE HAMSTERS ARE
A GREAT BLUES BAND"
- Johnny Walker, Radio 2
We are proud to announce The Hamsters as our headliner act for 2010.
Other confirmed acts include: Leatherat, Alyson’s Kitchen, The Oolites,
More information and a full line-up will be announced soon…..
This will be the 14th annual Hook Norton Music Festival following on from
a wonderful 2009 where Music at the Crossroads raised a record £7000 for
local and national charities.
As well as the music there will again be all the wonderful children’s
entertainment, the magnificent Hook Norton Beer Tent, a range of food
to suit all tastes, and various attractions in a welcoming family friendly
atmosphere.
Again we’ll have the Friday Night Special, which will take place at the
venue, Ferris Hill Farm, on Friday 2nd July. Live music, great beer and food!
Tickets will go on sale on Easter weekend. Watch out for the ‘EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL PRICE’ aimed at our village residents.
Keep a look out for special kick-off acoustic events to be held in the

village from early 2010. More information is available on our
website: www.hookymusic.co.uk
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FRIDAY TODDLER GROUP
Held at the Baptist Hall 9.15–11.15pm
Hello Everybody,
We hope everyone had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year and you all enjoyed the snow.
Sorry that we were unable to open due to the snow but hopefully when this goes to print we
will all be back to normal.
The Christmas Party 2009 overall was a great success; the only thing missing was the bouncy
castle, again due to snow. If it wasn't for a few people, the party wouldn't of happened, so:
First, I'd like to say a huge thank you to Father Christmas who dropped in when he heard
that we were having a party.
Second, to John who read a story about Christmas and then played and sang a few carols with
the children.
Third, I'd like to thank everybody else that helped in any way to make the day go smoothly
for the enjoyment of the children.
And, finally, I would like to thank all the children for coming and being so well behaved at
such an exciting time.
Hopefully, lots will happen this year. We are well ahead due to last year’s fund raising for
the group, so this means that we will be able to bring some old ideas back to the group.
One idea in particular we’d like to follow up is having lunch as a group afterwards, once a
month.
This year we have decided to raise money for the Let's Play Project (charity number 1111944).
Let's Play provides children with disabilities access to after school and holiday activities. A
few children from the village attend Let's Play, so we want to support the fantastic work
they do.
So, with this in mind, we are making plans to hold a summer fete and will be looking out for
volunteers nearer the time.
We will have a couple of visits from the Phoenix Card Lady during the year, so start thinking
who you need to buy a birthday or anniversary card for in the near future.
Christmas is over and there will be some unwanted presents or old toys no longer used
so remember Operation Christmas Child – shoebox appeal. Bring them to the group as the
year goes on and let’s see how many children next year we can make happy.
Tempest Photography came in the month of December. It was pushing it a little to get them
out for Christmas presents, but was achieved. Thank you Raychel for organising them. We
are going to have the photos next year on 15 October 2010 – make a note in your diaries.
For any new mums to the area, you are more than welcome to come, please don't be shy.
47

January2010_KMS.indd 47

28/1/10 12:05:08

r!
Happy New Yea
For a Totally Professional Service and Peace of Mind with
all your Oil and Water Storage Requirements
• Domestic Oil Tank Installations
• Safe Disposals and Services
• AGA and Rayburn Servicing
• Fuel Depots
TEL: 01386 853 030
E-MAIL: info@domestictankservices.com

�

WINTER�
IS HERE

�
HAVE YOU CH
ECKED
YOUR TANK?

�

24 Hour Emergency Call Out for Failed or
Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework
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“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help spinal cord
injured people live full and independent lives.”
Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 21st May 2010
Want to do something different? Want to raise money where you live or work? Want to eat Fish and
Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip supper on Friday 21st May 2010 whilst raising
awareness of spinal cord injury and supporting SIA’s information and support services.
You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local
community centre.
SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. By
inviting 7 friends and asking them to donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise at least £35.00 from
your supper but we will also give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA.
Last year we had over 80 suppers taking part in England and Wales. In 2010 we want to double that figure
and ensure we can provide more support to spinal cord injured people.
The money raised from the suppers will help
the Spinal Injuries Association offer support
to individuals who become paralysed and
their families, from the moment a spinal
injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives
by providing services and publications which
enable and encourage paralysed people to
lead independent lives.
Every year in the UK over 1,000 people
experience a spinal cord injury and there are
an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people
in the UK alone.
Community Fundraising Officer, Elizabeth
Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip Supper is a
wonderful opportunity for a great evening with
friends and family. We are also encouraging
people who work to hold a Fish and Chip Lunch
in their work places to raise even more funds.
You may be even a local community group
wanting to run a fun evening with your group.
Be a part of something special and make
a real difference to help spinal cord injured
people gain access to the information and
support they need to enable them to live full
and independent lives.”
For more information or request a fundraising
pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 678 6633
xtn 229 or email fishandchips@spinal.co.uk or
visit www.spinal.co.uk
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Business and Home Computing
Building, Supply & Installation
Repairs, Maintenance & Data Transfer
E Mail & Internet Support
Ongoing Support & Disaster Recovery!

26 years PC experience : 17 in own business
Call Mark Clayson in Adderbury on

01295 812953
E Mail: info@markclaysoncomputers.co.uk
Web: markclaysoncomputers.co.uk

for People with Computers with Problems
or People with Problems with Computers!
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NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS
Happy New Year from all the Banbury Rural
Team!
As we enter a new decade, please take the time
to look at your home security. A simple leaflet on all aspects of home, personal and vehicle
security is available from the Neighbourhood Team and from Jayne Taylor, the Crime
Reduction specialist at Banbury. We can also perform Initial Home Security Assessments if
you are concerned about your security and would like honest, independent advice.
We are here to help and can be contacted about any aspect of neighbourhood policing.
Meet your local policing team
Neighbourhood Sergeant Scott Evans P1817
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer (NSO) Becky McLeod P6040
Neighbourhood Officer (NO) Gerry Doyle P2066
Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) Lana Smith C9930
Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) Nikki Dale C9327
Your neighbourhood team is contactable on the below details to discuss any issues you
may have. Contact your team on:
Tel: 0845 8 505 505 email: banburyruralneighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
IN AN EMERGENCY DIAL 999
‘Have Your Say’: meet your team at a drop-in surgery
Monday 8 February, Hook Norton Baptist Hall, 3–4pm
Friday 26 March, Hook Norton Baptist Hall, 11.30am–12.30pm
From the start of 2010, Thames Valley Police is extending its neighbourhood consultation
by introducing a wider range of publicised opportunities to meet Neighbourhood Teams.
The drive for this change is our commitment to the Policing Pledge, which promises open
monthly meetings to allow the public to influence our priorities. ‘Have Your Say’ meetings
will allow Neighbourhood Teams to identify more quickly those specific local priorities that
need attention; the meetings are a positive step in tackling issues that matter most to the
local communities.
Community SpeedWatch dates
Tadmarton			

Deddington

Tuesday 2 February, 8–9am

Wednesday 10 February, 2.30–3.30pm

Other dates will be announced, please speak to your NAG representative or call the team if
you would like to be included in future dates. Dates will also be published on the website:
www.thamesvalley.police.uk.
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DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors

6a Market Place, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5NA
Tel: 01608 643036 Fax: 01608 641025
e-mail: wynnlaw@tiscali.co.uk
Conveyancing (Written quotations on request).
Matrimonial & Family
Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business.
Home visits easily arranged for the housebound.
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Not new...

just refreshingly different!
Established over 15 years ago, we remain as passionate
about print now as we were in the beginning.
If you demand superior levels of service, consistent quality
and a ‘can do’ attitude then we could be the printer for you!
Letterheads
Brochures
Posters
Greetings cards
Giclée prints

Compliment slips
Postcards
Birthday Banners
Folders
Artwork & design

Business cards
Newsletters
Leaflets
Large format posters
Scanning

In fact, whether you require a few address labels, 10,000 brochures or a 10 metre banner,
KMS can handle it in-house on our premises, not through a bolt-on franchise...
You will get a warm, friendly welcome and we have an open-house policy whereby
clients are welcome to view their project at any stage of production.

So why not give us a try...
t: 01608 737640 e: enquiries@kmslitho.co.uk w: www.kmslitho.co.uk
KMS Litho Ltd, Railway Bridge House, Station Road, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 5LS

Your local oil company delivering to
Hooky and the surrounding areas






Competitive Prices
Easy Payment Schemes
Reliable Deliveries
Boiler Maintenance
Contact your local depot on

01295 268422

Domestic | Agricultural
Commercial | Lubricants
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Hooky Players
presents

St. George and the Dragon
Written, produced and directed by Brian Rider
At the Memorial Hall Hook Norton
Wednesday 10th February 7:30 pm
Thursday 11th February 7:30 pm
Friday 12th February 7:30 pm
Saturday 13th February 2:30 pm and 7:30 pm
Tickets £6.50 adults, £4.50 children/concessions

Box Office Sheila 01608 730355
By arrangement with JASPER PUBLISHING LTD.
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ROLLRIGHT STONES PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION
The Rollright Trust is inviting visitors to the famous Rollright Stones to enter a photo
competition between now and next October. The competition is being sponsored by
Ricoh Cameras UK and Morris Photographic Centre, and prizes include a Ricoh R10
camera, a half-day photography course with local photographer Sarah Howard and,
for the under 16s, a year’s membership of the Young Archaeologists Club and a chance
to go on a dig.
There are four classes for entry: ‘Rollright through the Seasons’, ‘Living Stones’, ‘Myth
and Mystery’ and ‘Under 16s’. Images can be entered either digitally or as prints or
slides, accompanied by an official entry form, which can be downloaded, along with
further information, from the Rollright Trust website (www.rollrightstones.co.uk).
Since they were erected more than 3500 years ago, the Stones have seen all weathers
and are covered with lichens. Sunlight plays with their curious pitted shapes; sometimes
the most unpromising days yield skies that bring out the character of the site in a
special way; and untouched snow or sparkling frost add a particular magic – in detail,
the lichens on the knobbly rock are remarkably colourful.
People have their own special associations with the Stones and many hold personal
celebrations there. Many legends are associated with the site – that it was formed
when a witch turned a king and his men into stone, that an elder tree at the site will
bleed if cut in blossom, that at midnight the stones go down the hill to drink at a spring
and that the stones cannot be counted.
Entrants to the competition are encouraged to be creative, using their photography to
evoke the antiquity, natural beauty and mystery of the site, capturing what makes it
special to them and to others.
The picture judged to be the overall winner, together with other outstanding entries,
will be published in the form of a calendar for 2011 and may, if suitable, be printed as
postcards for sale at the site and other local outlets. There is no charge for entering the
competition and all proceeds from publications using any photos entered will support
the charitable work of the Rollright Trust, which manages the Stones.
The closing date for the competition is 1 October 2010.

57

January2010_KMS.indd 57

28/1/10 12:05:15

Its a dirty job! - Why do it yourself?
Ovens � Cookers
� Extractors �
Hobs � Microwaves
Using non-caustic, non-toxic products in your home

Call: 01295 721294

We are your local oven cleaning company

Cooker Cleaning Company
www.cookercleaningcompany.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON (SENIOR SECTION) FOOTBALL CLUB
Football – what football? With the Arctic conditions of the first half
of January (and likely to continue) causing havoc to life in general in
this part of central England, you will not be surprised to learn that
all local football has been totally decimated, with snow-bound and
frost-bound pitches taking their inevitable toll on fixtures and thereby
creating an unavoidable backlog. Indeed, at the time of writing in
mid January, the First Team last played a match on Boxing Day, while
the Second Team’s last match was way back on 15 December! As a consequence, the First
Team has had its last four matches postponed while the Second Team has had its last three
matches postponed and the likelihood is that still further matches may have to be called
off, with ice and snow still lingering on. Suffice it to say, that the daffodils of spring and the
hot, balmy days of summer still seem like an age away!
Since the last Newsletter was
published, the First Team has finally
managed to pull away from the
bottom spot in the Premier Division
of the Hellenic League, following a
slight upturn in its performances
and results, while the Second Team
continues to struggle in its division.
Let’s hope that 2010 will bring a
welcome change of fortunes for
both teams.
Behind the scenes, everyone continues to work hard but, in these days of economic
constraint, the going remains tough for our village club to keep its head above water.
Although Rizzy is still very much involved with the club, of late he has tended to place
First Team selection and coaching into the capable hands of Boylo and this arrangement
appears to be working well. It goes without saying that they, together with Layi and Andy
from the Second Team, will be endeavouring to pull out all the stops to ensure that their
respective teams enjoy a better second half of the season to that of the first half. We
obviously wish them well.
Before I sign off, it would be remiss of me if I did not mention the recreated club website,
which can be accessed by clicking on www.hooknortonfc.com. This re-designed website is
the initiative of Sports and Social Club member, Ray Fazey, who also set up the parent club’s
website. As well as creating the new Football Club website, Ray has kindly also sponsored
it, for which the Football Club is most grateful. When you have a moment, please take a
look at it and, thereby, keep yourself abreast of developments in our club. Up the Hooky!
Geoff ‘Jesse’ James
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FEBRUARY village diary
1
10:00
2
10:00
2
17:00
2
19:30
2
21:00
3
9:00
5
9:15
6
10:00
6
19:30
8
10:00
8
14:00
8
15:00
9
10:00
9
17:00
10 9:00
10 14:30
10 19:30
11 11:00
11 19:30
12		
12 9:15
12 19:30
13 9:00
13 10:00
13 10:00
13 14:30
13 19:30
15 10:00
16 10:00
16 14:00
16 17:00
17 19:30
19 9:15
19 19:30
20 10:00
20 21:00
20 19:30
22		
22 10:00
23 10:00
23 17:00
24 9:00
25 10:30
25 19:00
26 9:15
27 10:00
27 19:30

Care Group for older people
Baptist Hall		
Font Café
St Peter’s Church		
The Drop Youth Group
Norman Matthews Memorial Hall		
Local History Group
Visitor Centre Hook Norton Brewery
Bushfield Smith
Pear Tree Inn		
Community Morning - Mums and Tots Hook Norton Primary School		
Friday Toddler Group
Baptist Hall		
Font Café
St Peter’s Church		
Film Society (Caramel)
Memorial Hall		
Care Group for older people
Baptist Hall		
Rhymetimes for 0 to 3 year olds
Hook Norton Library		
Banbury Police Rural Team
Baptist Hall		
Font Café
St Peter’s Church		
The Drop Youth Group
Norman Matthews Memorial Hall		
Community Morning - Mums and Tots Hook Norton Primary School		
Reading Matters Book Club
Hook Norton Library		
Village Pantomime
Memorial Hall		
Wheelers and Squealers
St Peter’s Church		
Village Pantomime
Memorial Hall		
School: End of Term 3
		
Friday Toddler Group
Baptist Hall		
Village Pantomime
Memorial Hall		
Village Market
Memorial Hall		
Font Café
St Peter’s Church		
Weavers, Spinners and Dyers Guild
Baptist Hall		
Village Pantomime
Memorial Hall		
Village Pantomime
Memorial Hall		
Care Group for older people
Baptist Hall		
Font Café
St Peter’s Church		
WI Meeting
Baptist Hall		
The Drop Youth Group
Norman Matthews Memorial Hall		
Garden Club
Memorial Hall		
Friday Toddler Group
Baptist Hall		
HNSSC Quiz Night
Sports and Social Club		
Font Café
St Peter’s Church		
Delaneys Angel & Co
Pear Tree		
Just Desserts
Baptist Hall		
School: Start of Term 4			
Care Group for older people
Baptist Hall		
Font Café
St Peter’s Church		
The Drop Youth Group
Norman Matthews Memorial Hall		
Community Morning - Mums and Tots Hook Norton Primary School		
Carry On Learning
Normal Matthews / St Peters Hall		
Busy Bees Craft Club
Baptist Hall		
Friday Toddler Group
Baptist Hall		
Font Café
St Peter’s Church		
Film Society
Memorial Hall			

60

January2010_KMS.indd 60

28/1/10 12:05:16

MARCH village diary
1
10:00
1
19:30
2
10:00
2
17:00
2
19:30
3
9:00
5
9:15
5
19:00
6
10:00
6
19:30
8
10:00
8
14:00
9
10:00
9
17:00
10 9:00
10 14:30
10 19:30
11 11:00
11 19:30
12 9:15
12 19:30
13 9:00
13 10:00
13 10:00
13 19:30
15		
15 10:00
16 10:00
16 14:00
16 17:00
17 9:00
17 19:30
19 9:15
19 12:00
20 10:00
20 19:30
22 10:00
23 10:00
23 17:00
24 9:00
25 10:30
25 19:00
26 9:15
26 11:30
26 19:30
27 10:00
27 19:30
29 10:00
30 10:00
30 17:00
31 9:00

Care Group for older people
FHNCL
Font Café
The Drop Youth Group
Local History Group
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Friday Toddler Group
Family Bingo
Font Café
Hook Norton Arts Quiz
Care Group for older people
Rhymetimes for 0 to 3 year olds
Font Café
The Drop Youth Group
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Reading Matters Book Club
Low Carbon Hook Norton
Wheelers and Squealers
Parish Council Meeting
Friday Toddler Group
Quiz Night
Village Market
Font Café
Weavers, Spinners and Dyers
Film Society
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
Care Group for older people
Font Café
WI Meeting
The Drop Youth Group
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Garden Club
Friday Toddler Group
Nobbys Gold Cup Race Day
Font Café
Just Desserts: “Illusions”
Care Group for older people
Font Café
The Drop Youth Group
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
Carry On Learning
Busy Bees Craft Club
Friday Toddler Group
Banbury Police Rural Team
Easter Bingo
Font Café
Film Society (Bicycle Thieves)
Care Group for older people
Font Café
The Drop Youth Group
Community Morning - Mums and Tots

Baptist Hall		
Brewery Visitor Centre		
St Peter’s Church		
Norman Matthews Memorial Hall		
Visitor Centre Hook Norton Brewery
Hook Norton Primary School		
Baptist Hall		
Sports and Social Club		
St Peter’s Church		
Brewery Visitor Centre		
Baptist Hall		
Hook Norton Library		
St Peter’s Church		
Norman Matthews Memorial Hall		
Hook Norton Primary School		
Hook Norton Library		
Brewery Visitor Centre		
St Peter’s Church		
Memorial Hall		
Baptist Hall		
Sports and Social Club		
Memorial Hall		
St Peter’s Church		
Baptist Hall		
Memorial hall		
		
Baptist Hall		
St Peter’s Church		
Baptist Hall		
Norman Matthews Memorial Hall		
Hook Norton Primary School		
Memorial Hall		
Baptist Hall		
Sports and Social Club		
St Peter’s Church		
Baptist Hall		
Baptist Hall		
St Peter’s Church		
Norman Matthews Memorial Hall		
Hook Norton Primary School		
Normal Matthews / St Peters Hall		
Baptist Hall		
Baptist Hall		
Baptist Hall		
Sports and Social Club		
St Peter’s Church		
Memorial Hall		
Baptist Hall		
St Peter’s Church		
Norman Matthews Memorial Hall		
Hook Norton Primary School
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Courses at all levels









Microsoft Office
Sage Accounts
Photoshop
Dreamweaver
Flexible
Local
Professional
Training on your doorstep

THE ITQ Qualification is FREE if you are in receipt of means tested Benefits
Call NOW and speak to Nigel, Lorraine or Leigh
16 South Bar Banbury OX16 9AA
enquiries@bestbanbury.co.uk
www.bestbanbury.co.uk

Phone NOW!!

01295 271888

HANCOCKS
SOLICITORS

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner
Email:

michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

Hancocks
24 Horsefair, Banbury
Oxfordshire OX16 0YA
Telephone: +44 (0)1295 253211
Facsimile: +44 (0)1295 273069

Web: www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

DX 24201 Banbury
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LL

All Makes Vehicle Servicing
M
AK
Competitive Prices
ES
Factory trained mechanics
MOT • Parts • Bodyshop • Fuel
Large site with easy parking
Extensive range of new and used vehicles

SE

RV

IC

IN

G

Hook Norton • Oxon • OX15 5DD (1 mile north of Hook Norton Village)
Tel: 01608 737349/737641 • www.ﬁrs-garage.com
Family Business established 1960

Estate Agents and Surveyors

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!









Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

Printed by KMS Litho Ltd - 01608 737640 - kmslitho.co.uk
January2010_KMS.indd 64

28/1/10 12:05:19

