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DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors
6a Market Place, Chipping Norton.
Oxfordshire. OX7 5NA
Tel: 01608 643036 Fax: 01608 641025
Conveyancing (written quotations on request). Matrimonial
problems (SFLA Member). Wills. Probate. Accident claims and
General family business.
Home visits arranged for the housebound in the Hook Norton area.
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FROM THE EDITORS

NEWSLETTER TEAM

Sadly, we report the deaths of
Advertising:
Andy Horne
Anthony Abbot aged 88, Keith
Distribution:
Malcolm Black
Dewdney aged 55, Derek Harvey
Proof Reading:
Pam Horne
aged 70, Doris Elizabeth Hicks aged
IT/Web Support:
Martin Baxter
101, Doris Hirons, aged 85, John
Treasurer:
Kevin Hope
Albert (Jack) Humphrys aged 85 and
Directory:
Diana Barber
Anne Elizabeth Mobley aged 60, John
Sharp aged 71, and Ann White aged
93. On behalf of the village we send our condolences to their families and
Andy Horne 730604
hookynews@totalise.co.uk

730604
730668

737428
friends.

Helen Foster 737391
helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

The views expressed in the Newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team
http://www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk/
http://www.hook-norton.org.uk/

COPY & ADVERTISING DEADLINE
February issue

15th January

April issue

15th March

June issue

15th May

August issue

15th July

October issue

15th September

December issue

15th November

Text for Village Activities Free (a small donation is welcome)
Inserts for Village Activities

On request from Malcolm Black

Donations can be made in the following ways;
Newsletter box: in the Post Office
By post: Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office,
Queen Street, Hook Norton
Paypal Account: Hook Norton Newsletter

ADVERTISING INFORMATION
ADVERT TYPE

ADVERT SIZE

COST PER ISSUE

Third of a Page

128mm wide x 60mm high

£8.00

Half Page

128mm wide x 90mm high

£12.00

Commercial Inserts

A5 x 1000 inserts

£20.00

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER’
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CHIPPING NORTON GOLF CLUB
MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE
NO JOINING FEE FOR A LIMITED PERIOD ONLY
Enjoy year round golf at this archetypal parkland course set at the gateway to the Cotswolds.

WINTER WARMERS AVAILABLE from £25 per person, (minimum of 4 people,
available Mondays-Fridays, Excluding Bank Holidays)
Contact Lindsey Dray on 01608 642383 for more information.
Email: golfadmin@chippingnortongolfclub.com
Website: www.chippingnortongolfclub.com

Plumbing & Heating

Please Telephone 01608 7375 50
(A nswer Machine)
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON LIBRARY BOOK AND PLANT SALE
It’s not only Hay-on-Wye that has a remarkable collection of
second-hand books…….the quality and range on display outside
the Library last Saturday morning was a treat for any book lover.
What was special, too, was that it represented the generous
offerings of Hookie residents. Once again the sun came out and
serenaded by FiddleBop and refreshed by coffee from the Font
Café armies of people raided the tables and loaded up with
literature to fuel them through the summer to come.
Thanks are due to the following people for making the Book and plant sale such a
roaring success this year……….
ü
to the Brewery for their huge support again and for their generous donation
for the raffle prizes.
ü
to the Pottery and Tom and Gloria for their distinctive raffle contributions
ü
to Fiddle Bop for setting a wonderful relaxing atmosphere for us.
ü
to the Font Café for super coffee and biscuits.
ü
to the Primary School for their brilliant banner.
ü
to the Baptist Church and St. Peters for the loan of tables and equipment.
ü
to the members of the Committee of the Friends for their hard work over
several days, their raffle prizes and their great team spirit.
….and to you all who provided us with the books to start with and then came and
supported us and helped to make
the sale such a heart warming
village occasion.
The amounts raised were all up from
last year – overall total £531.65,
made up from:
Plants sales - £155.00 which goes to
Book Aid
Raffle
- £96.65
Book sales - £280.00
Start saving your books for next
year….thank you very much.

Emily Rose Monelle,
the daughter of
Richard and Sue
Monelle (nee Rust)
Was baptised at
St Peter's Church,
Hook Norton
on 5th April 2009
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Foodieanna

Domestic & Commercial Groundcare Machinery

Sales, Service, Spare Parts

Shenington Airfield Tel. 01295 680711
bruce@brucehopkins.co.uk
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SCHOOL NEWS
It has been a very busy time for us, as usual, since Christmas. We were
well represented at the Chipping Norton Music festival with our choir,
recorders and thriving orchestra as well as children who entered individually. Our current Year 5’s are benefiting from the government funded
programme to encourage the playing of musical instruments, with the
whole class learning to play a band instrument (or should that be banned…). May Day
saw the unveiling of our new maypole and the children enjoyed learning the dances.
Weaving the ribbons was fine; undoing them was more of a challenge!
Ofsted visited us in March, followed by a Church inspection in May. I am delighted
and proud to say we received one of the best inspection reports ever in Oxfordshire:
“This is an outstanding school with a distinctive, caring, community ethos.”
The school received the top grade in every area, from overall effectiveness and the
quality of provision to achievements and standards and personal development. I was
especially pleased to see that the inspectors acknowledged our commitment to an
inclusive education and our belief in developing the whole child as well as the
outstanding achievements and standards of work. They also noted the strong
teamwork and partnership with governors, volunteers, community, local churches,
parents and children that go to make us “first class”. The church inspection was
equally full of praise, awarding us grade 1 in every area: “The school through its
distinctive Christian character is outstanding at meeting the needs of all learners.”
Year 6 have completed their SATS – could they be the last children to take them? We
shall see! Now we move on to the Swedish exchange with 12 children going to visit
Vastra Skolan to meet with partnership schools from Turkey and Spain, then it is our
school production, Musical extravaganza and Sports Day to fit in before the summer
break, which we are all looking forward to!

CONGRATULATIONS – HOOK NORTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
“If some villagers are not already aware Hook Norton Primary School recently had an
Ofsted Inspection, which it was rated OUTSTANDING. On behalf of the board of
governors at the school I would like to say a huge congratulations on receiving such
an outstanding report. I would also like to say thank you to parents for their support,
to the pupils for having a school which they are very proud of, to the Headteacher
Stella Belgrove and all the staff for all their commitment and hard work which does
not happen overnight but over years. Well done. The full report can be found on the
Ofsted website www.ofsted.gov.uk”
Joe Williams – Chair of Governors

CANTAMUS OR “LET US SING”
Are you an experienced singer who enjoys unaccompanied music from across the
centuries and continents, both secular and sacred, singing in anything from 4 to 10
parts, be it in serious, sentimental, humorous or whimsical mood?
If your voice is alto, tenor, or bass, if you can read music well, and if you would
enjoy the challenge of a very varied repertoire, you might wish to consider joining
CANTAMUS – which is the Shipston-on-Stour-based a cappella group, directed by
local musician and composer Richard Emms.
The choir meets on Tuesday evenings in Shipston, and undertakes concerts and
liturgical performances across south Warwickshire and the North Cotswolds. To find
out more, look at Cantamus’ website – www.cantamus.org.uk and get in touch with
Richard Emms on 01608 662163.
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Structural & Civil Engineering Consultancy
Work undertaken in the following areas:
Ø
Ø
Ø

Refurbishment & conversions
Domestic new build & extensions
Commercial & Industrial buildings

Specialist areas of work:
Ø
Ø
Ø

Stonework
Oak framed structures
3D Engineering

Tel: 0845 241 4705
Mob: 07813 694 680

Email: sean@solid-structures.com
www.solid-structures.com

Solid Stuctures (UK) LTD, The Brewery, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon OX15 5NY
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CALLING ALL DOG & CAT LOVERS
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has so far
donated items for unwanted cats and dogs. Please don't forget that it is
an ongoing appeal.
One of the local veterinary surgeries is collecting items for homeless dogs and cats.
If you have any of the following to spare, they would be very gratefully received.
Every few weeks the donations are distributed to the most needy animal shelters
around the country.
Old Dog Leads – Collars – Blankets – Towels –
Beds – Dog Coats -Scratching Posts – Spare Food –
Chews – Brushes – Combs – Shampoo – Toothpaste –
In date Wormer / Flea Treatments – Toys etc..
Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's / cat's life a little happier.
Anything not suitable will be divided between the RSPCA and PDSA Charity shops
in Banbury.
Please spare a few minutes to search for any unwanted items mentioned above. If
you care to give me a call, I will be happy to collect them.
Many thanks – Hilary Wiseman 01608 730090

David Simon Minchin
And
Jane Elizabeth Bruton
Were married at
St Peter's Church,
Hook Norton
on 1st May 2009

Matthew Eric Lovell
And
Victoria Jane Hamilton
Were married at
St Peter's Church,
Hook Norton on
9th May 2009
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VICE CHAIRMANS REPORT TO ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2009
Only a few weeks ago I would not have been presenting this report but our long
standing Chairman, Clive Timms, decided that he was no longer able to continue in
this capacity and after many years has resigned from the Parish Council. I would like
to take this opportunity to thank him for his contribution to Parish affairs.
Going into the new Parish year we had two vacancies for Parish Councillors and these
were filled in May of last year by Sharron Barnes and Marie Stubbs. During the year
Rob Bartlett also found the juggling of work and Parish commitments becoming
increasing difficult and also tendered his resignation. Rob’s replacement is Meg
Richardson who has recently joined and I would like to take this opportunity of
thanking all three ladies for agreeing to assist in the running of the Parish. I would
also like to take this opportunity to thank all the Parish Councillors for their
contribution during the past year and, in particular, those who have chaired the
various Working Groups, not forgetting Victoria Irvine, our District Councillor and Ray
Jelf who doubles as both our County and Parish Councillor.
We as Parish Councillors are very ably supported by Ken Porter, our Parish Clerk, who
continues to give us invaluable advice and assistance with ever increasing burden of
bureaucracy and legislation besides producing excellent and accurate records of our
meetings. I would, also, like to take this opportunity to thank Doug Marshall for his
continued support in maintaining standards in the recreation area along with his other
environmental duties within the village. Additionally I would like to thank Pauline
Walters for her role in chairing the Heath Allotment Trust.
The Memorial Hall has continued to be well supported within the village despite facing
stiff competition from other more modern facilities, not least of which is the Sports
and Social Club which continues to go from strength to strength and is very much a
focal point within the village. Ray Jelf is continuing to progress with County various
aspects to do with the Lease and Repairs of the Norman Matthews Community Hall,
which is now being fully utilised by the Church and the Library.
Some progress has been made on the Affordable Housing issue but this is extremely
slow and seems to be hampered at every turn by ever more stringent requirements.
Albert Walsham (Vice Chairman)

STEWARDING HELP
Can you spare an hour or so to help with stewarding
at Music at the Crossroads on 4th July?
If you can, please contact Phil Shepherd at
phil@hookymusic.co.uk to let him know when you
could be available. Alternatively, please call the
number on the poster.
Thank you – HNCA
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
BUS SERVICE

EVENT RECYCLING

We are pleased to report that
Cherwell District
following representations made by our
Council has a
Transport representative Isita
number
of
Pickering and the Parish Council, an
Event
additional bus has been added to the
recycling bins
regular service. With effect from 31st
available for
May, the 1905 service to Banbury from
the
Chipping Norton will be diverted to come
collection of
through the village.
paper,
This means there
plastic
will be a
bottles,
later
cans and
service
glass. These can be obtained free of
for those
charge in order to encourage
working
recycling at community events, fêtes
in
and fairs. If you plan to hold a
Chipping
suitable event please contact Craig
Norton and
Stevens on 01295 221913 or by
we hope
emailing craig.stephens@cherwellthis will be
dc.gov.uk . It is anticipated there will
used by as many
be a high demand for this service so
parishioners
as possible. Revised
it will be wise to book early.
timetables will be put up before the new
service is due to start.
VANDALISM IN

PLAY AREA
On Friday 8 May a serious act of
vandalism occurred in the Play Area
STREET LIGHTING
when a section of plank was
A gratifyingly large number
removed from the top platform of the
of villagers took part in the
multiplay unit and a young child’s leg
survey on street lighting in
was severely cut as a result, requiring
response to Oxfordshire
twenty stitches. As a consequence we
County
Council’s
have had to close off the multiplay unit
suggestion
that
to
for the time being. We greatly regret
diminish light pollution
having to take this action
and reduce energy costs
as we know the
unit
gives
we opt to have street
pleasure to a
lights
turned
off
lot of children
between 00.30am and
but
we
05.30am. A total of 151
cannot put
people voted online via
anyone at
the village website, of
risk.
If
whom 130 were in favour and 21
anybody
knows who caused
against. A further 32 people voted
the damage
please inform a
via the ballot box in the post office, of
member of the
Parish Council. In
whom 27 were in favour and 5
the meantime our best wishes for a
against. The Parish Council will
speedy recovery are extended to the
therefore recommend that OCC proceed
unfortunate victim of this mindless
with its suggestion.
act.

11

Faulkner Associates
Chart ered Accountants
Do you need assistance with Sage or other accounting packages?
Are bookkeeping and payroll duties interfering with the running of
your business?
Do you want to start up your own company?
Please contact Sakine Faulkner BSc ACA for all your accounting needs.
Tel: 01608 730 194 Mob: 07947 630 505
email: sakine@faulknerassoc.co.uk

MJB General Services Limited
Qualified Electrician ● Painting ● Decorating
Carpentry ● Brickwork ● Property Maintenance
No job too small ● All work considered
No obligation quotations ● Fully insured
2 Nil Farm Cottages, Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 730322 or 07711 669434
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LEE STRATFORD COMMUNITY TRUST
About the Trust
The Trust was set up in January 2006 to commemorate the life of
our eldest son Lee, who sadly passed away in November 2005
aged 23.
Anyone who knew Lee will tell you that he was a very special
person and forged lifetime friendships with everyone he met
(unusual for someone with autism). He loved so many things in
life but the big three were Hook Norton, The Sports & Social Club
and children. The idea for the Christmas Parties came from his
love of Christmas and his even bigger love of the children in the village. Most of the
money we raise goes towards providing a free Christmas party for 0 – 10 years olds
in the village plus supporting other events and projects involving our youngsters. We
are not a huge organisation and rely on donations from other village activities to top
up our fundraising, for which we are very grateful.
Two dates for your diary:
Sunday 9th August – Lee’s Six-a-side Football Tournament
The deadline for team registration for the Football Tournament is Sunday 12th July.
Application forms are available from the Sports & Social Club or me.
Sunday 30th August – Hooky Duck Race
Both these events will take place at Hook Norton Sports & Social Club
Events Committee
There has been no response to the request for help with our fundraising,
so we will carry on as before. A big thank you to all our friends and family
who have promised their ongoing support to help us at the Duck Race etc.
Spirit Award
The Spirit Award is presented every year to honour our youngsters’ footballing
achievements. Village football was a great love of Lee’s and he was a regular visitor
and supporter to both Junior and Senior fixtures. The Spirit Award is presented to
players, who in the opinion of the management, have shown throughout the season,
the qualities: Dedication, Camaraderie and Pure Spirit. These three qualities define
the passion that Lee had, not only for the game, but for the Club and its members.
The winners for the season 2008/09 are:
Senior – Daniel Poole
Junior- Arthur Ward
Valerie Stratford - Old Police House, Netting Street, Hook Norton
01608 730419 vstratford@fsmail.net

BADMINTON
Join us for Badminton, Coffee and a Chat in the Memorial Hall
Tuesday evenings:

8.00 – 9.00pm

£1.00

Thursday mornings:

10.00 – 12.00

£1.50

No Leagues – All games doubles
For more information, call Vicky on 737985

Cotswold Carriers
REMOVALS - STORAGE
Full or part loads to and from France, Spain and throughout Europe.
Collections throughout the UK and containerised storage.
Experienced and helpful staff specialist to the antique trade.

“Moving people with care”
Tel: 01608 730500 Fax: 01608 730600

HOOK NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH
We may be a small congregation here in Hooky but when two
of our members recently attended the Baptist Assembly in
Bournemouth they were greatly encouraged by being with so
many other Christians and hearing of remarkable things that
God is doing both in this land and overseas. Then again on
Sunday May 10th we heard of more good things happening
when Rob and Marion White were guest speakers at an evening of worship and
celebration at our church for friends from the 4 churches in our 'Cornerstone' group.
Our little building was bursting at the seams, and we wished it could be like that every
Sunday! But Chipping Campden, the central church of our group, having planted the
other two churches during the last 10 years, is again full to capacity and planning to
move services to the local school hall in the near future. Whoever thinks "the Church"
is in decline needs to think again!
The other day, some of us were discussing the word "service", in the context of "being
of service to..." We recognise certain careers or occupations as being of a serving
nature, e.g. the health service, the armed services, the police, ambulance, and
lifeboat services, even something called 'the Service Industry', etc. Retailers serve
their customers, or should do, and transport services are supposed to do the same.
Jesus himself said "The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve......"
(Mark 10 v 45) and as Christians we are called to serve one another, too. Our church,
collectively, seeks to be of service to the community in which we are placed, not only
in providing opportunities for worship and learning but in other ways, too. It is a
privilege to be involved with young people and children through the youth club and
JAM club shared with St. Peters.
We are delighted to welcome people to the various events we organise for all to enjoy
and are happy that our our hall is well used by village groups and individuals. If
possible we would like to do more. Let us know if you have any ideas or suggestions,
and remember that someone can always be found to provide a listening ear or be a
prayer partner for anyone in need.
Future events:

·
·

June 13th and 14th Cornerstone weekend at Chipping Campden school

·

August 3rd- 6th Holiday Club. The theme this year is "Circus Fantastique"
Booking forms will be available later this term
Dorothy Smith 737266 Rev. John Taylor church office 737315

July 3rd- 5th. Cornerstone Camp- over at Hooky school for children of
primary school age

OUR BUS SERVICE JUST GETS BETTER
From 31st May our last bus from Chipping Norton now leaves at
7.10pm – an extra bus – and one hour later than before.
For more details, please ring Isita Pickering on
737427

·
·
·
·
·

For all purpose made joinery
Handmade kitchens & furniture
Timber machining and moulding facilities available
Kitchens fitted
1st & 2nd fix carpentry undertaken

Tel: 01608 737701

07890 534182

FRANCIS MORDAUNT

MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the Open College of Foot Health Professionals
Member of the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
To enquire about a home visit please telephone:

01295 730615
Professional Foot Care in Your Own Home

- PC Problems driving you up the wall?
- Wireless network/Internet connection problems?
- Repairs and Upgrades
Need some help and advice?
Well don’t be shy! Give him a try!

NO FIX NO FEE
Web: www.BanburyITwizard.com

Email: Help@BanburyITwizard.com

Tel: 07795 565045

KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
Yellow Week Collection Days
Yellow Week is a national initiative developed to highlight the work
of hospices in the UK and raise funds towards their work. If you’d
like to support Katharine House by helping with our supermarket
collections, then we’d love to hear from you!
Our Collection Days will take place at:
-Chipping Norton town centre on 10 June
-Sainsbury’s Banbury store on 12 June
-Morrison’s Banbury store on 18 and 19 June
-Tesco’s Brackley store on 18 and 19 June
-Tesco’s Bicester store on 19 June
2 hour slots are available from 9.15am – 7pm. If you would like to volunteer, please
call Sheila or Sarah in the Fundraising Office on (01295) 812161.
Midnight Walk4 July, Banbury Rugby Club
The closing date for applications to take part in the Midnight
Walk has now passed, but we would be pleased to hear from
anyone who might like to volunteer as a marshal on the night.
This would involve being assigned a point along the route in a
pair, helping Walkers to cross the road safely and encouraging
them. Please call Sarah in Fundraising on 01295 812161 if you
would like to help.
Grounds and Gardens Raffle
Wow – what a response!
Our Fundraising volunteers have now receipted over
£20,000 of tickets and we are well on the way to buying patio furniture, turf, ride-on
lawn mower and our tree planting programme. Our new patio area looks stunning as
the flowers unfold in the adjoining beds. Our day hospice patients think the view is
magnificent and we are hoping for some warm weather to enable them to sit out and
enjoy the exquisite gardens and adjoining quiet countryside.
Obviously we cannot thank you all individually but please accept our special thanks
to all who have contributed so far. Draw takes place 8 July. If you want to be in with
a chance of winning £1,000, £500 or £100, please send in your tickets or contact
Sarah on 01295 812161
Hospice Hessian Bags
Our environmentally friendly jute (Hessian) bags are now on sale at our local charity
shops and from hospice reception. At 43cm (17”) wide, 34cm (13”) high, with a
strong cotton handle, they make the perfect shopping bag and are a bargain at £3.50,
while stocks last.
Hospice E-Newsletter
We are now offering a monthly e-newsletter to local businesses. If you would like to
find out more about forthcoming events, please email sarah.bidwell@khh.org.uk

ST PETER'S CHURCH
The sharing of meals has always been a great way to bring people
together, and St. Peter’s church family will over the coming months
be making the most of its opportunities to encourage people to
‘break bread’ together in fellowship. Our recent Rogation Celebration
and afternoon tea at Tom’s Barn (Many thanks to Mary Powell
particularly, and also to Mark Taylor), raised over £200 for Katharine
House Hospice, and was the perfect (albeit slightly ‘rainy’) way to celebrate God’s
natural world in a beautiful rural setting. Less than a week later, many of us enjoyed
a special Ascension Day Holy Communion and breakfast at St. Peter’s (21st May).
There are a number of ‘foody’ services and other events coming up (see opposite and
below), so please do join us for something a little bit different. ...
Diary Dates ...

ü

Special services and other events at St. Peter’s:
Morning Worship and Lunch with our CMS (Church Mission Society)
Partners, Nick and Kate Wooding. June 7th, 11 am. The Wooding family
will shortly be moving back to Uganda to continue their work, and will be
spending the morning at St. Peter’s. Please do join us for a service of morning
worship and lunch, to meet Nick and Kate and find out more about the work
of CMS abroad. Please sign up on the sheet in church, to help us with catering
numbers.

ü

Christians Together for Mission. Thursday June 11th, 7.30 pm, at Hook
Norton School. As our countdown to Mission 2010 continues, please join us
for a buffet supper and worship, with speaker Jonathan Mortimer, from
Through Faith Missions. Please sign up on the relevant sheet in church, to
help us with catering numbers.

ü

St. Peter’s Day Patronal Festival; June 28th, 10 am. A service of Holy
Communion. Please keep an eye out for posters with more details about the
day, nearer the time.

ü

Youth Service, Sunday 28th June, 5 pm. Please join us for the third of
our new Youth Services. These services are completely organised and run by
the youth groups, and involve members from both St. Peter’s and Hook
Norton Baptist Church.

ü

Prayers for Healing. July 7th, 2009, 7.30 pm. A special service at St.
Peter’s to pray for all those who have particular spiritual and physical need.

ü

Jesus and Me (J.A.M.) Service: An all-age service tailored to our children,
held jointly with Hook Norton Baptist Church. Every third Sunday, alternating
between St. Peter’s (10 am.), and Hook Norton Baptist Church (10.30 am.).
Please see Posters the week before each J.A.M service.

v

Regular Diary Dates:
Fairtrade stalls: There is a Fairtrade stall in church after the
10 am. service every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. There
will also be a Fairtrade stall at the Font Café, hopefully one
Saturday every month.

v

Jesus and Me (JAM) club: Hook Norton Primary School study centre, every
Wednesday, 3.15-4.15 pm. during term time, for keystage 1 and keystage
2 children (not nursery).

v

Wheelers and Squealers: Our regular get-togethers for the village tots,
tinies and their parents/carers. 11.00 am. at St. Peter’s, every second
Thursday of the month (see posters for confirmation).

v

Youth Groups: The Youth Groups meet once a month at the Norman
Matthews Memorial Hall. There are two groups. ‘Energize’ is the group for
all secondary school children, and ‘Outlook’ is for young people in school
year ten and upwards. For more details, Contact Chris & Laura Cooke, on
07739 313381, or see the St. Peter’s website www.stpetershooknorton.org.uk.

v

The Drop. At the Norman Matthews Memorial Hall. PLEASE NOTE NEW
TIMES.... THE DROP WILL NOW BE HELD JUST ON A TUESDAY, BUT FROM
5pm till 7pm. Open to everyone in secondary school and upwards!. Details
from Chris Cooke, on 07739 313381.

v

Benefice Prayer meetings: Every third Wednesday of the month. See
posters in church porch for dates and venues.

v

Font Café: 10.00 am. ‘til 12.00 noon, every Tuesday and Saturday morning.
Fresh coffee, tea and biscuits, served free of charge. An opportunity to meet
with friends, relax and chat. Children and well-behaved dogs welcome!

v

Summer 2009 BIBLE STUDY PROGRAMME. All welcome. There are two
groups: Monday evenings at 8 pm, at the Southwell’s home in Great
Rollright. The Wednesday evening meetings, are at 7.45 pm, at Margaret &
Fred Gardner’s home, 21 Austin’s Way, Hook Norton.

And finally, just a note to say unfortunately, St. Peter’s will not be manning a
refreshment stall at the Norman Matthews Memorial Hall for the Birmingham to
Oxford Bike Ride this year on Sunday 5th July. The Pear Tree Inn has also offered
their services, and we feel there is no need for two stops in the village.
Sophia Fox, Churchwarden. 730818; sophiafox1@aol.com;
www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk

HOOKY PET AND HOME CARE
Pets fed and fussed whilst owners away
Pet and house sitting service

Please call Hilary Wiseman
01608 730090

C W SMITH
Building Contractors
Tel: 01608 737790 E.mail: cws.build@virgin.net Fax: 01608 730966

New build, Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations,
Property Maintenance
Local references available

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

Sea Gull Lodge, borders of Cornwall/Devon, Twixt Liskeard/Tavistock, in the Golden Triangle.
Nr Dartmoor, Cotehele NT. Scenic railway, beaches, Eden project.
Comfortable family accommodation,
4 beds, sleeps 8/10, 2 baths, fitted kitchen.
Fantastic views of Tamar valley / Dartmoor.
Quietly situated, swimming
and tennis available.

Reasonable charges all year round.
www.seagull-lodge.co.uk
Call for more info and rates: 01295 788848
email: seagulllodge@googlemail.com

FUNDRAISING FOR CAP
To all those who attended the 'Just Desserts' music evening at Hooky Baptist
church on Saturday 28th March, I would just like to say an enormous THANK YOU!
The hall was packed and the music was top notch, thanks to all
the local musical talent. We had everything from classical to folk
and blues. I want to give a special thanks to all the musicians,
especially Ruth and Anna Quartermain who were brilliant. And
many thanks too to all at the Baptist church for hosting the
evening and providing the amazing array of desserts. All
proceeds went to the work of CAP, Christians Against Poverty a national debt counselling charity giving people in debt hope for
the future and a solution. To know more about CAP see www.capuk.org .
You helped raised more than £300 on the night in donations and more with CD
sales! I was blown away by so many people's generosity.
But that's not all... there is more musical madness planned! Put Saturday 6th June
in your diaries for yet another night (on a slightly larger scale) of “Musical Allsorts”
to raise even more money for this amazing charity. We will have skiffle, blues, folk
…… yes, all sorts! If you would like to come, please phone Jonathan and Katie
Rowe for £10 tickets on (01608) 737439, or call at 5, Rectory Rd., and then join
us for a 2 course meal and musical entertainment from 7 ‘til 11 pm. at Hook
Norton School.
So see you there!
KIDLINGTON
SUSTAINABILITY FAIR
Sat. 13 June, 1 – 4 pm
Local group Kidlington vs
Climate Change presents
the first Kidlington
Sustainability Fair at
Exeter Hall (Kidlington).
Bringing the community
together to share the
many ideas we each
have to live happier,
healthier, less financially
strained lives. Exhibitors
will be showing ecofriendly products, and
ways to reduce your
energy costs. There will
be a fun quiz for children
with clues to find the
answers in all parts of
the Fair. More details at
www.climatex.org/
kidlington

Suzy Rowe

GARDEN CLUB
As usual St. Peter's Church was a wonderful backdrop for all the
colourful entries at the Spring Show on 18 April. The standard was
high and although the number of adults entering was lower than last
year they all entered more classes and the competition was keen. It
was a shame that fewer children entered; those who do take part have
fun and a great sense of achievement especially when they collect
their rosettes and prize money.
Parents, please do encourage and help children to take part; there is something for even
the youngest child to try. The children's' section is a very important part of the Show.
The cup and prizewinners were:
Harry Pargeter Cup for the highest number of points by a gentleman - Peter Arnold;
Bill Clarke Cup for the highest number of points by a lady - Vicki Harvey;
Willis Cup for the highest number of points by a child - Eleanor Taylor;
Floral Art Cup - Vicki Harvey;
Redlands Cup for Homecraft - Valerie Cornelius;
Joe Bishop Cup for Photography - Vicki Harvey and Peter Arnold.
The Certificate of Merit for Floral Art was awarded to Sheila Lilley and the Diploma of
Excellence in Horticulture to Chris Harrison.
The Peoples Choice went jointly to Ann Faulkner, Nicola McHugh and Anthony Wyatt.
A big thank you to everyone for taking part so enthusiastically and to all the
Committee who work so hard to make it all possible.

MORE THAN 100 OXFORDSHIRE WALKS
TO DOWNLOAD AND PRINT FREE!
There’s no doubt about it, walking is good for you. It’s good for your heart, it’s good
for your lungs, it’s good for the muscle and bone growth of your children and it’s
good for your feeling of wellbeing! Strong scientific evidence now supports the
many benefits to health of regular walking – it is recommended that we take at
least 10,000 steps a day. Studies show that walking can:
Reduce the risk of coronary heart disease and stroke
Lower blood pressure
Reduce high cholesterol
Reduce body fat
Enhance mental well being
Walking offers a great way to help kids get the active habit. If parents express
excitement about the prospect of a walk in the countryside, they are more likely
to transmit this feeling to their children. It’s important to treat the walk as an
exploration or adventure and to go at the child’s pace, no matter how often they
want to stop and look at things; take treats to eat and plenty to drink; and head
for some landmark that will appeal to them such as a castle, a playground, an ice
cream van or a boating pond. If children experience walking as part of a fun
activity they are more likely to want to go again.
So, how do you find out what is on offer? John Harris, a keen walker, got fed up
with the lack of information on walks that were going on in the County. So, he
decided that if he couldn’t find what he was looking for – he had better create it!
came
into
being.
So
www.walkinginoxfordshire.co.uk
www.walkinginoxfordshire.co.uk gives you all the information you need for the best
walking in the County. Details of more than 100 walks to download and print free,
details of all the Oxfordshire walking groups, maps and walk books – plus loads
more information.
So check out the website and get walking!

Back Pain, Sports Injury & Headache Clinic
BUPA + PPP
Registered

Especially for long term pain
Hector Wells B.Sc.(Hons)., D.O., G.OsC.,
Registered Osteopath & Associates

· Back and Neck Pains,
· Sciatica, Frozen Shoulder,
· Tennis elbow, Knees and Arthritic
Hips a speciality,
· Pins and needles, Babycolic Clinic
· Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
· Whiplash
· Stress Pain

Appointments (01295) 265 267

To avoid disrobing
please wear a loose
T-shirt and
joggers/leggings

For your feet & leg problems

D.Houlton B.Sc.(Hons)
Pod.SRCh. Mchs.

Monday to Saturday & Evenings
54 Bloxham Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 9JR

State Registered Podiatrist

A.L SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton. OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112

LIBRARY-BASED
BOOK CLUB
Sixteen enthusiastic people met
on Weds. 13th May to discuss the
setting up of a reading group
based on the Library.
We have ordered 3 sets of books
from the County to get us started.

We will meet once a month in the
Reading Room of the Library at
2.30 on the 2nd Wednesday of the
month.
Gill Yeomans will be the Chair of
the next meeting on Weds 8th
June.
Details of books being read will be
displayed in the Library.
New
members are welcome at any time
– just turn up! Olwen Goodwin

LOW CARBON HOOK NORTON
The group met on Thursday 14th May at Beanacre Cottage, many thanks to
Charlie and Kate Luxton for giving us the opportunity to see some of the
green initiatives they have incorporated into the renovation of their home.
Members of the group were able to walk around the cottage and Charlie
talked about the challenges he and Kate have faced in improving its thermal
performance.
Main issues that have been addressed are:
q
Insulation and air tightness – Charlie has had to work very closely with the
Listed Buildings people to get them to agree to his use of double glazed panels
in the windows. He has made sure that the new windows visually match the
sections of the original windows. Insulation is 125-140mm thick under the roof
plus 150mm extruded polystyrene under the floor. The walls are insulated with
65mm “Pavadentro” panels with 25mm in the window reveals.
q
Damp – Charlie has ensured that the cottage is a breathing building by using
lime plaster.
q
Thermal mass – the use of Pavadentro and lime plaster ensure that the
cottage has a high thermal mass, meaning that it will have a slower response
to external changes and mediate temperature fluctuations.
q
Glazing – Charlie and Kate have built a South facing porch with lots of
glazing. This provides an element of passive solar heating .
q
Energy systems – all hot water and central heating for the main cottage
and the stable block are provided by a wood pellet boiler. Pellets are
delivered on pallets and so can be delivered via existing national delivery
providers. The pellets are made from recycled wood waste from one of the
UK’s largest window and door manufacturers. The boiler only needs cleaning
every 500 hrs and the ash pan has to be emptied every 2-3 weeks. One bag
of pellets lasts about 3 days if the boiler is on a high setting. The type and
efficiency of wood pellet boilers varies, this complete system cost around
£8000 and is responsive to external weather conditions.
q
Water – all roofs drain into a rain water harvesting system and the water is
used for the washing machine, flushing toilets and outside taps. Toilets have
been retro fitted with an interflush system – the toilet only flushes for the
time that the handle is held down. This system was chosen in preference to
a dual flush system due to concerns re leakage.
q
Energy usage – all white goods have a high energy efficiency rating, low
energy bulbs are being fitted throughout the cottage.
q
Materials – natural lime plaster has been used rather than concrete or
gypsum products. ECOS paints have been used as they are breathable.
Flooring is Scottish elm. Sustainable FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) ply
has been used for the kitchen units. Charlie stressed how much more
ecologically sound this product is when compared to mdf
q
Thermostatic Radiator Valves (TRVs) – a central thermostat and TRVs
help to regulate the temperature of radiators throughout the cottage.
While the visit to the house and the inspiration it provided was the main topic of the
meeting we also talked about new hints and tips. The first tip to start things rolling
was Eco Balls – these are laundry balls which do not rely on detergents. They cost
about £13 and last for 150 washes – and they cope with teenagers’ clothes!! They are
available online from stockists including ecohamster, or can be bought from Oats in
Chipping Norton.

Bulk oil purchasing – Marie will be holding a meeting on 17th June at 7.30pm at
the Memorial Hall to discuss bulk purchasing and delivery of oil. Bulk purchasing
should reduce the price of the oil for each household and limit the number of tankers
that have to drive through the village
Street lighting - The Parish Council has undertaken a survey via the village website
and newsletter to determine residents’ opinions re switching off some or all of the street
lights between the hours of 12.30am and 5.30am. This will save energy, reduce the
proportion of Council Tax that is spent on lighting, reduce CO2 emissions and light
pollution. 86% of residents voted in favour of switching the lights off. The resolution of
the Parish Council is that they ask OCC Highways to go ahead with the 5 hour switch-off.
The Age of Stupid – several members of the group are going to see this film which
delivers powerful messages but is also entertaining. We hope to screen the film in the
village.
Mission Statement – Charlie has been looking into rewriting the group’s mission
statement. He commented that Hook Norton is in an ideal position as a community
that can develop a more sustainable way of life. He stressed how important it is that
all members of the group become active ambassadors for making changes such as
those identified by Green Neighbourhoods Initiatives.
Next meeting – 7.30pm Tuesday 7th July at the Hook Norton Brewery visitor centre.
We will be discussing whole community initiatives that could be adopted to work
towards increased sustainability.
It was wonderful to see such a large turn-out for the meeting, thanks again to Charlie
and Kate for hosting (and for providing beer and crisps!).
For further information on any of these subjects, contact Tim Lunel on 730446 or
lunel@btinternet.com or come along and join us for the next meeting!

OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON
FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

Estate Agents and Surveyors

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
SKIP HIRE & SKIP BAGS
YOU BAG IT - WE BIN IT!!
SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skip loaders – Full Range of diggers from half ton upto
20 ton – Sit on Rollers – Dumpers – Mixers – Wacker
plates – Full range of aggregates – Concrete blocks Bricks – Sand – cement –
Shingles for driveways and gardens –
Top soil – Mulch – Woodchips

SKIP THE REST & SKIP WITH THE BEST!!
Phone: 01608 730215 Fax: 01608 730125
e mail: jackiewise@btconnect.com WEBSITE: nlmatthews.co.uk
FERRIS HILL FARM, SIBFORD ROAD HOOK NORTON, OXON OX15 5JY

HOOK NORTON WI
In March a team from the W.I. entered the Quiz Night held by the Arts
Society. This was great fun and we managed to end the night in third
place. We called ourselves The Wobbly Intentions and won first place
for the funniest named team.
A group of members visited an Open Day at Denham College. We had
a talk of the history of the college, lunch and then a guided tour. We
saw where classes covering numerous subjects were held and the modern equipment
which had recently been fitted. We also saw the residential accommodation in both
the old and new buildings.
Our W.I. President, Teresa Forrest won first place with her embroidery at the Annual
Oxfordshire W.I. competition and received a silver salver.
The March meeting was our AGM and Mini Show. There were 6 categories in the show
to enter. After the formal business was over the various entries were judged by two
members of the Sibford W.I. The overall winner was Val Cornelius.
April's meeting was a lively talk by Mr Adrian Thomas on National Parks in England
and Wales. He kept us alert by showing slides of the 12 National Parks and asking us
questions on each one. He also explained what goes on in each area and how we can
protect the National Parks as well
as enjoy them. The competition of
a garden bloom was won by
Frances Price.

CHIPPING
NORTON
ORGANICS

for LOCAL ORGANIC
VEG FRUIT SALADS MEAT
MILK CREAM BREAD CAKES
EGGS WINE BEER CIDER
WHOLEFOODS

Free delivery to your door
Box scheme & online ordering
Veggie-boxes can be tailor-made
to suit your requirements
Tel 01608 642973

At the end of April four members of
our W.I. attended a service in
Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford to
celebrate
90
years
of
the
Oxfordshire Federation of Women's
Institutes.
Our next meeting on May 19th will
be a talk from the Associated
Country Women of the World and
on June 16th Geraldine Moore will
give a talk on Hook Norton Wild Life.
All visitors are welcome at The
Baptist Hall at 2 pm.
Doreen McLaughlin

HOOK NORTON
FESTIVAL
OF FINE ALES
18th July 12 noon
Until the beer runs out!
The Rural Fayre Field
2

www.chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
sales@chippingnortonorganics.co.uk

A wide range of beers plus
Pig roasts, fish&chips, icecream,
morris dancers and rock’n’roll

www.hookybeerfest.co.uk

Paul Austin
Electrical services
Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 737031 Mobile: 07970 457291
Sockets ~ Lights ~ Extensions ~ Re-wires
Domestic
Agricultural & Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Ladies & Gents Hairdressing
Open Monday - Saturday
Late Night Opening Tuesdays until 8pm
Come into Salon 2 where
you are as important as your Hair
Sandra Fathers
Telephone: 01608 737073
Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon.

HOOKY PLAYERS
Change of Dates for Summer Production
Due to technical reasons the dates for our Summer Production are
now as follows:Wednesday 15 July, Thursday 16 July and Friday 17 July.
Performances begin at 7.30 pm. and are in the Memorial Hall,
Hook Norton (as usual).
Rehearsals have already commenced and the play - an extremely
funny comedy called 'Dying To Meet You' by Ron Hutson - promises to be one of our
best. As last year, the lead parts are taken by James Rooney and Sheila Rider.
There is a cast of eight, four men and four women, with two new members making
their début - John McCormick and Sarah Bates, to whom we extend a very warm
welcome.
Mistaken identities lead to a hilarious side-splitting conclusion which is guaranteed to
send
everyone
home
laughing. In short a rip
roaring comedy from an
ace writer.
Ticket prices remain the
same as before - adults
£6-50 and concession
/children £4-50 and will
be on sale from the
normal Box Office venue
from 22 June onwards, so
contact Sheila on 01608
730355 to reserve your
seats.
Wine and soft drinks will
be available both prior to
the performances and
during the interval.
See you there!
Brian Rider, Producer

James Edward John
Perriss
And
Victoria Jane Alexia
Heggs
Were married
at
St Peter's Church,
Hook Norton
on 23rd May 2009

Tired? Stressed? Back ache? Chronic aches and pains?

Reflexology

can help
A simple and relaxing therapy involving gentle pressure on the hands
and feet which:
v
Stimulates the body's own healing ability to relieve a wide range
of ailments
v
Helps to soothe and relax the whole body and mind
v
Balances and restores the free flow of energy throughout the body
For more information or discussion without commitment ring

Angela Way
M.A.R., A.R.T.(Reg), Ad.V.R.T.(Reg), M.I.C.R.

Registered Practitioner
01608 730245

Full range of
Hook Norton Ales
Traditional home cooked food
The Pear Tree Inn
Tel: 01608 737482

Bed and Breakfast
Quiz night - Sundays

THE B.E.A.M SCHEME
You are invited to a meeting in
the Memorial Hall to look at the
BEAM (Burbage Energy Action
Management) Scheme on June
17th at 7pm.
Would a similar scheme be of
interest to Hooky residents? One
designed by us to suit our own
requirements?
If you would like to find out more
about saving money on your oil
costs come along and hear what
one Wiltshire village does.
Their supplier (Total Butler)
gives
0.25p
back
to
the
community
for
every
litre
purchased and the scheme
distributes about £1500 every
year to village groups, schools,
halls etc.
The rates beat Boilerjuice.com –
average saving on 1000 litres is
about £60
Interested? Come along
share your thoughts.

and

Marie
and
Bill
Stubbs,
Crooked Cottage, East End.

HOOK NORTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB UPDATE
Hi All, - gosh doesn’t time fly? It doesn’t seem so long ago I wrote the last newsletter
piece during footy season - now cricket has started and it is the end of MAY.
Before I begin I would firstly like to send all our love to Colin Scarrett, our treasurer,
who has sadly been in hospital since early February following a fall and the discovery
of lots of unwanted ailments whilst he’s been in there - we wish him all the best and
can’t wait to see him up the club again. The financial reports and VAT analysis aren’t
the same without him!!
Also not naming names, but to 2 other very special people associated with the club
(tennis) glad to see you both out and about and looking well. We hope you are better
very soon!!!
Thanks to everyone who continues to support the club. Thanks to everyone who
attended the ABBA night, - a complete sell out after only 6 days and a fab night it
was. Sorry to all those who couldn’t get tickets - don’t despair we will be having them
back again in the future. In the meantime, look out for when tickets go on sale for
the Motown night with Mission Blue appearing September 12th .
Well, we’ve had a busy couple of months - our 2 Aunt Sally teams have started the
season well with both teams battling out for the top spaces in the league (Thursday
nights 8 pm onwards). Our senior cricket teams have dusted off their whites and
began their league matches and as the junior football season draws to a never ending
close, the junior cricketers are out in force.
Harriers had a fantastic turn out for their road relays last month. Thanks to Dee, Mick
etc. for organising a fantastic day and special thanks to Alan who managed to keep
up with the washing up for 400 people!!! He also dishes up a mean slice of cake.
Look out for Wimbledon tennis finals day on July 5th on the big screen, all the drama
of the finals - Pimms, strawberries and cream hopefully no rain and if he’s not busy
we may even have ‘Cliff' in the comfort of the club room.
We have also been very busy around the club house itself. With the kind donation we
received 18 months ago from Chipping Norton Lions club we were able to purchase
tubs and plants for around the building - thanks to them and Chris Tobin for his hard
work in making the tubs for us.
The front of the pavilion is now framed by a nice new white picket fence - thanks to
Jackie White and her efforts in getting this and to Terry for fitting it. Football has
completed their latest list of 'to do’s' from the FA and all in all we are looking very
smart indeed.
We are now used for a variety of classes in the day time, Pilates, Rhythm Time and
Chipping Norton adult learning art classes. Throughout the year they are adding to
this with fitness classes and line dancing.
Well done to all our junior footballers who have taken part in your football
presentations this month and to all who attended, a very proud moment when my
little Beckham got his first trophy (here’s to many more I hope). Well done to all
managers etc. for this and especially to Dasher the ever proud Junior chairman. Well
done also to all our senior HNFC teams (presentations 16th May) and to all who
supported our end of season dinner - thanks to Pete Joiner for the fantastic food.
We are now open Friday afternoons from 4pm during the summer, so if you fancy a
relax after a hard week's graft, a chat whilst the kids explore the back pitch with our
chest of toys, or just want to get the best seats at Bingo come and join us. We now
have Friday special menu’s too - basket meals and a drink from £ 3.95, kids hot lunch
box meals £ 2.95 (through to September).
Hopefully we have something for everybody so hope to see you soon!!!

On another note I would like to defend HNFC from the recent correspondence from CDC
regarding the sounds of air horns at a recent home match,
HNFC ARE NOT AWARE THAT I AM WRITING THIS AND HAVE IN NO WAY
INFLUENCED THIS PIECE.
We as a club take great care not to upset our neighbours and work within the
boundaries set by all of our governing bodies - I feel that over the recent months of
being in the new club we have achieved this with great pride. I was therefore
extremely disappointed to hear that someone has reported the above incident without
making a complaint to the club first in order that they may rectify it before anyone
got the blame! That these same people felt the need to go direct to the council thus
putting another black mark on HNFC. Although HNFC are too polite to complain I
would like to point out that on this occasion it was youth members of the club that
may be at fault (I say may as nothing is proven just in case) and not the supporters
of HNFC that committed this crime. Youths that could, if they wanted to, walk up and
down our streets every night of the week blowing air horns regardless of football
matches or not, but they don’t.
We the club (social) have now explained the situation to them - and being the
responsible youths that we have associated with the club they are now fully aware of
the nuisance a bit of over excitement may cause and have promised to be a bit more
sympathetic in future. If not, they have been told we will shove them up the first
available chimney on Monday morning and feed them gruel.
I for one am very proud of our youth club members - an absolutely brilliant group of
people that all of their parents should be proud of. In a day and age when they could
be beating up old ladies, falling out of night clubs drugged up to the eyeballs or
stabbing each other to death for the latest pair of Nike trainers, ours are not. They
are within a community activity supporting their local club and taking part in good
clean fun. So excuse them and us, as their club if the odd sound of an air horn takes
place. I presume they, and we saw no wrong in it as car horns can sound till 11pm
and the alleged noise took place 2 hours previous to this, if indeed it was at the match
taking place. Please do not blame HNFC for everything that goes on - I’m beginning
to think that next they will be blamed for the recent outbreak of swine flu or the
middle east crisis.
I feel I had to say this as HNFC were again the victims of accusations regarding
vandalism, by away fans, to the park a couple of months ago (which has since been
proved not to be the case) just because there was a match going on. I know a very
small minority were opposed to the changes the FC wanted to make and therefore
would like to see their downfall - but I do feel they are slightly picked on. The people
now associated with HNFC have the village's best interest at heart as well as the
club's. I think along with cricket, tennis, harriers and all the other things that go on
at the club it is a fantastic asset to the village and the envy of many others.
In future should anyone have a problem please call us or speak to us - we’ve achieved
many things recently at the club but the art of telepathy is not one of them. Should
you wish to contact us on any matter our no. is 01608 737132 don’t hide behind
pieces of CDC paper if you are unhappy, be man (or woman) enough to tell us - we
don’t bite, honest!!!!!!!!!
We the sports and social club have high regard and respect for ALL of our neighbours
- I hope that one day ALL of our neighbours will treat us the same . Nuff said - thank
you for reading.
Yours Colette Warner - social secretary -HNSSC

THE NEWSLETTER TEN YEARS AGO ...
We have been looking at moving the archive of newsletters from the newsletter
website (http://www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk/) to the new Hooky website
(http://www.hook-norton.org.uk). It struck me how much has changed in the village
- and how little.
Ten years ago the Parish Council was worrying about vandalism in the play areas, the
state of the Memorial Hall which had recently been refurbished and the difficulties of
finding people willing to fill vacancies on the Council itself. Familiar?
The Wildlife notebook and the WI meetings also have a comfortingly familiar ring.
The Firefighters were attending road accidents and providing standby for Banbury,
just as they do today. FOHNS were running successful social events and making
money, the Garden Club’s Spring Show had a good number of entries. There is
debate about the buses and reports from the churches. All there in this issue.
Folk in a Field 3 - a night of Night of Folk, Rock and Blues - is not so different from
M@C11. There are the same points about bbqs and beer, chips and buying your
tickets early. The Beer Festival is worrying about closing the bar at 10pm - now it
closes when it runs dry,
and that is often well
before then!
But the Rural Fayre now that is different.
Anyone
for
Barrel
Rolling (demonstrate
your ability to get the
beer home without
deviating
from
the
straight and narrow; a
relay race with a
difference!);
Welly
Whanging - with the
added
feature
that
each welly is full of
water;Tug-o-War;
Straw Bale House
Building (Shift the
bales and build a
structure that will take
the combined weight of
the whole team); Egg
Catching (How many
eggs can be thrown and
caught without being
scrambled);
and
Tractor Pulling? St
Peter’s ran a Noah’s
Ark and there was the
Hook
Norton
Dog
Show, no doubt a rival
for Crufts in its day.
Time moves on too. Ed.

FIREFIGHTING
Fancy becoming part of a valued team & help the
community, and get paid for a rewarding job – if
so then read on to learn about us.
We currently have a number of vacancies on the
station for firefighters.
Hook Norton is a retained station where it is
unmanned. On receipt of a 999 call into our control room in Kidlington operators alert
the station crew by pager, where we respond either from home or work. We answer
an average of 3 calls per week, which can be a variety from Standbys to House fires
or flooding to Road Traffic Collisions.
We are looking for new firefighters to provide a variety of cover, maybe just daytime
Monday to Friday or nights, weekends or a variety of hours i.e. 3 days 2 nights, there
are many options available.
Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue service provide all training. Before you can go to
emergency calls there is a training course, once completed you are on the run. Then
specific courses to deal with incidents like chemical spills & wearing breathing
apparatus, even emergency driving & first aid. We train every week on a Wednesday
night 7pm – 9pm.
To become a Retained Firefighter you should ideally;
live or work within 5 minutes of the Fire Station
have a real wish to support the local community
have an enthusiasm and willingness to work in a team environment
have a reasonable level of physical fitness

·
·
·
·

If you are interested in joining us or wish to find out more information then there are
a number of ways you can enquire:Call the recruitment line for an information pack on 0800 5 870 870 or
Call Watch Manager Ivor Matthews on 07967 317820 or
Speak to any Hooky firefighter or
Call into the station on a Wednesday night between 7pm and 9pm or
Find out more information and register online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
then click on Fire & Rescue service

·
·
·
·
·
Calls

So far this year we have answered 44 calls which include 20 for standby at Banbury
& Chipping Norton, 3 standbys for the M40, 5 chimney fires, 7 hedge & rubbish fires,
1 house flooding in Chipping Norton, 2 Road Traffic collisions (only minor injuries) a
call to electric cables arcing in the Bourne, 1 false alarm, a house fire, a small roof
fire at Swerford, a shop fire at Shoezone in Banbury and assisting the ambulance
service when a recovery driver had fallen over in the snow and broken his leg during
the snow at Wigginton.

WELCOME TO THE BIG POND DIP
Want to know if your garden pond is in good shape for wildlife?
Do the Big Pond Dip to find out! The survey is quick and easy to do.
Enter the results online at http://www.pondconservation.org.uk/bigponddip
Add your results to the national Big Pond Dip by 1st August 2009

PAINTING AND DECORATING

Specialist in: Wallpapering, Decorative Effects, Spraying, Tiling,
Coving, Glazing, all Interior/Exterior Painting.
References and portfolio available.
Competitive Prices.

Tel: 01295 721206. Mobile: 07790 394625

Holycombe,
Whichford, Warwickshire
3 miles from Hook Norton
Beautiful group room and therapy rooms to let
With underfloor heating
Weekly classes of Pilates, Yoga and Circle Dance
Anti-natal and post natal yoga and hypnobirthing
Interesting range of weekend workshops
Holiday cottage and Studio to let in Whichford,
Houses in Andalucia, Spain and
the Western Highlands of Scotland to let
See ‘events’ menu and houses at
www.holycombe.com
email sally@holycombe.com or
call Sally on 01608 684239

LOGS
TOP QUALITY, SPLIT, SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
BULK OR BAGS

DAVID RANDALL TREE WORK
01608 738109 / 07831 571176

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Many thanks for all who attended our Spring Concert on the 26th April
- it was so nice to meet up with old & new friends, the collection
amounted to £552.00 - this will be an immense financial help to both
the main Band & the Training Band - many thanks to you all.
We have a busy Summer to look forward to - performing at Broughton Castle Fete on
the 13th June - always a very English country fete in superb surroundings.
Bill & Janet Randall are kindly opening their Garden on the afternoon of Sunday the
21st June - Wyncotts Farm, Sibford Road, Hook Norton, in aid of the Band funds, we
will be playing in the garden - do come along and enjoy a pleasant afternoon in a
lovely setting.
We are playing at Whitby - on the Yorkshire Coast the week end of 1st & 2nd of
August - a week end away !!!!
The Band is now at virtually full strength - 25 musicians, we only lack a Soprano
Cornet & BBb Bass. Members come from far & wide - Banbury, Brackley, Bicester,
Southam, Shipston, Kings Sutton, Chipping Norton, Over Norton, Bloxham, North
Newington, Bodicote
& of course - Hook
Norton (three of us plus one young Lady
in the Training Band
makes four) - we
are always happy to
welcome new players
- please feel free to
contact me on 01608
737269 - Martin
Quartermain.
WOODSTOCK &
CHIPPING
NORTON
GREEN GYM
We carry out practical
conservation every
Wednesday on sites
around West
Oxfordshire &
everyone is welcome
to come along. We
provide all tools,
training and
refreshments.
Please ring Jenny
Harrington on 01608
643 269 or email
jennyharrington@
btinternet.com
before a project to
let us know you're
coming.

lery
t
u
C

and Crockery for Hir
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Are you holding an event that you need to
hire cutlery and crockery for?
Held on the second
Saturday
from 9-12 midday.

I have enough for 120 people including
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls
and serving spoons.

A variety of stalls including
bric-a-brac, collectables,
cakes, plants, cards,
jewellery, and much more.
Lots of bargains!

15p an item, and return it dirty!
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.

To hire a table
(£3.00 / £6.00),
ring Julie Tobin on 737952
The market will be held in
the Memorial Hall

From private dinner parties for 10
to the one off party for 120 guests
all you need to do is call:

Vicky Taylor
on
01295 788924/ 07841910037

Select & Save @ The Village Shop
High Street, Hook Norton, Oxon, OX15 5NQ
Tel 01608 737245, Fax 01608 737481
E-mail:- enquiries @villageshophooky.co.uk
Monday to Friday 7am –8pm
Saturdays 8am – 8pm
Sundays 8am – 6pm

Our flower department is blooming marvellous. Our trained
florists can make you anything to order.
We also do weddings, events & funerals.
Remember to get your order in early – our flowers come
direct from Holland on temperature controlled lorries.
Picnic time is here again. Fresh bread, cheese, fruit all you might need to make everyone happy.
Even the Sunday paper for a nap!
How about a bbq? All you want, including that
essential bottle of Hooky beer or glass of wine.

All here in your local village shop!

THEATRE
In repertory until October, Shakespeare lovers can enjoy a wonderful new RSC production of ‘As You Like It’ at The Courtyard.
Katy Stephens is a worthy Rosalind – indeed the whole cast do
justice to the rhythm and richness of Shakespeare’s language.
The only warning is for those who may find the skinning of a rabbit
a country pursuit too far on the stage!
A very different Shakespearean venue is the ‘Rain or Shine’ production of ‘Taming of
the Shrew’. As the name implies this is an open-air performance requiring own chairs
and a picnic – probably rugs too! We saw them a couple of years ago at Slimbridge
performing ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ and it was great fun. There are many
venues and our choice is the Tuckwell Amphitheatre at Dean Close School
Cheltenham at 7.30 on 22nd July.
The Ayckbourn season I mentioned last time, continues at Theatre Royal
Northampton – our choice (22nd June to 11th July) is ‘Private Fears in Public Places’
– a new one to me but promises to be vintage Ayckbourn as an intimate piece of
modern life with all its ridiculous and heartbreaking uncertainties.
On 30th June Chippy Theatre puts on an interesting performance – ‘The Mozart
Question’ – by actor/violinist Andrew Bridgmont. If this doesn’t appeal go down
memory lane on 27th June with the Image Musical Theatre’s presentation of ‘The
Railway Children’ – 2 & 4pm; so perhaps grandchildren are obligatory!
Up to 27th June The Watermill at Newbury has Noel Coward’s ‘Blithe Spirit’ - it’ll have
to be good to beat the Hooky Players’ performance a few years ago!
Banbury’s The Mill Arts Centre on 25th June has the Oxfordshire Theatre Company
performing ‘Dancing in My Dreams’ – apparently inspired by the many children whose
lives were changed by the experience of living in war time Britain.
Rattigan’s ‘The Winslow Boy’, starring Timothy West is on in sequence at the Oxford
Playhouse and Malvern from 22nd June to 4th July. Based on true events in 1910,
Rattigan turned it into one of his finest and most engrossing plays.
Members and friends of The Hooky Literature Group are going to the Everyman
Theatre at Cheltenham in June to see another famous Coward play - ‘Brief
Encounter’; thoroughly recommended.
Finally there is an exciting new initiative combining stage and screen. NT Live plans
to broadcast a live performance of National Theatre plays to be shown on cinema
screens worldwide. The pilot play is Racine’s Classical Greek Tragedy ‘Phèdre, in a
version by Ted Hughes. One screening will take place at Warwick Arts Centre on 25th
June at 6.30pm. It stars Helen Mirren, Margaret Tyzack and Dominic Cooper.
'...theatre is not an event but a way of life in which everybody can take part.
All human beings are actors, because they perform. They are spectators too,
because they stand and watch.'
Augusto Boal, Brazilian Dramatist, died 2nd May 2009
John Wheatley
The Mill, Banbury - Tel: 01295 279002 www.themillartscentre.co.uk
The Theatre, Chippy - Tel: 01608 642350 www.chippingnortontheatre.co.uk
Oxford Playhouse - Tel: 01865 305305 www.oxfordplayhouse.com
Warwick Arts Centre - Tel: 024 7652 4524 www.warwickartscentre.co.uk
Everyman, Cheltenham - Tel: 01242 572573 www.everymantheatre.org.uk
Rain or Shine - Tel: 01452 521575 www.rainorshine.co.uk

Swalcliffe Park Equestrian
Livery Yard & Cross Country
Swalcliffe Grange Banbury Oxon OXI5 5EX
(formally Grange Farm Stables)

Full Livery

Cross Country Course

in small exclusive yard
set in quiet rural surroundings
Floodlit school.

with training fields
Jumps 2'3"-3'6"
2 water complex
Available for Hire
Contact 01295 780206

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly cooked fish and chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4.30 – 8.45pm
Also available for any outside events, private parties, etc.
Tel: 01295 812 811
0779 459849

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL
Summer is here folks and the Friends of Hook Norton School have been
busy planning exciting events to tempt you out into the evening light. So
open your diary and make a date to have some fun, meet your friends –
and raise money for our ‘Outstanding’ school (the Ofsted inspector was
obviously at one of our Quiz nights!).
First date is your night with Hook Norton’s answer to ‘The Weakest Link’ and ‘Who
Wants to Be A Millionaire?’ all rolled into one. It’s Summer Quiz Night at the Sports &
Social Club on Friday 5th June. The price is a snip at £10 per table. Doors open
7.30pm for an 8pm start. So be sure to book early through the school office and avoid
disappointment.
When you have got your head sorted after those brainteasers, the next date is a
fortnight later – a Family BBQ with live band 'The Silverfish' on Friday 19th June, 6pm.
There will be a licensed bar. So there is something for everyone. A great chance to
relax together at the end of the week.
Here’s a quick run-down on latest news from FOHNS. Remember to join the School
Lottery. It could be you - recent winners of our £50 monthly draws have been Lisa
Nottingham (April) and Dave Newman (May).
The Easter Treasure Hunt was a big hit enjoyed by many. Entrants had to identify
photographs taken around the village - the first prize of a large Lindt Chocolate
Bunny, donated by Joe Williams at the Village Shop, was won by Marcus Pendery.
May Day raised £165 from donations and sales of coffee and croissants, which will be
put towards the purchase of headphones for the new school laptops. Thanks to
everyone who helped out. And thanks to everyone who offered items for sale and who
came to buy at our Car Boot &
Bike sale in May. Another great
success. FOHNS Committee

A CHALLENGE...
FOR ALL
HOLIDAY MAKERS AND
PHOTOGRAPHERS
We are ‘promised’ a proper
summer this year, so while
you are enjoying the
sunshine here is a challenge
for you. We are looking for
the most inventive or
different or distant place
that a Hooky resident has
been seen reading the
Newsletter. It could be on
the beaches of California,
the mountains of the
Himalayas or the very top
of a tree. Use your
imagination and send your
pictures to hookynews@
totalise.co.uk. The prize?
Publication on the front of
the newsletter, of course!!

(1 mile north of Hook Norton village)

Telephone: 01608 737349

www.firs-garage.com
Extensive range of new and used vehicles
Servicing & MOT of most makes;
competitive rates
Parts Bodyshop Graphics

Attended fuel & shop,
friendly service & more !
Daihatsu Sirion 1.0 S extra urban fuel
cycle over 60 mpg. Low emissions
with annual road tax £35.

Family Business Established 1960 – thank you for your custom

PHOTOGRAPHERS FIND SOMEWHERE DIFFERENT
NEW EXHIBITION AT THE MILL
Four photographers, Steve Gold, David McGill, David Snell and Gunilla Treen will be
looking for “Somewhere Different” at an intriguing exhibition at The Mill Arts Centre
in Banbury starting on Tuesday 6th July..
Coming from varying backgrounds and influences each is bringing ‘something
different’ to the exhibition with interests ranging from furniture making, holistic
therapy, and gardening to traveling, jewellery, football, genealogy, and walking.
Banbury based Steve Gold, took up photography in 2004 when he discovered the
instant gratification and creative possibilities of digital cameras! He has a love of
colour, fascinating angles, mysterious shadows and intriguing reflections. “I will
photograph magnificent architecture such as a cathedral or imposing landmarks, but
also seek out the surreal or grittier side of life. I suppose I am always looking for
‘Somewhere Different’.”
On leaving school David McGill, had a real job, working for Royal Bank of Scotland
but explains that “After 16 years, I felt I wanted a change and took up photography.
Living in London at that time I photographed celebrities. However moving to Hook
Norton has allowed my creative side to emerge. There are plenty of great subjects
close to all our homes, it is just a question of seeing them”. Views of and from the
tops of hills form the theme of David’s contribution to “Somewhere Different”.
David Snell is a furniture designer and lives in Bloxham. He is fascinated by the way
in which Nature succeeds in bending the straight lines left by humans and by the way
in which humans are able to straighten out the curves made by Nature! In his
photography he captures the stillness of a valley, the glint of a shard of ice or the
plain beauty of an open sky. For “Somewhere Different”, David reflects that wherever
we may travel, “The place we always return to is Home! There is an instinctive
comfort in observing the familiar places that is more meaningful than any adventure.”
Now living in Barford St Michael Gunilla Treen has Scandinavian roots and although
originally trained as a jeweller she graduated in photography in 2004 “My favourite
places are local landscapes and my immediate domestic surroundings. I often zoom
in to particular subjects in order to get a 'different' perspective.” Gunilla is always
looking for “Somewhere Different”, the way in which familiar places are ‘changed’ by
the weather and changes in the light. “I love travelling and exploring. Searching for
peace and quiet and remote places.”
The show runs from 6th to 26th July at The Mill Arts Centre, Spiceball Park, Banbury
10am to 7pm daily and 11am to 5pm on Sundays. Admission is free.

MARTIN HARRIS
I would like to thank everyone so very much for their kind words and gifts and
for coming to the Farewell Party to “see me off”. I am grateful to the Bloxham
and Hook Norton communities for enabling me to have such a wonderful career
amongst such special people. The comments in the book will give me a
continuous reminder of all sorts of both happy and sad occasions and will stay
with me for ever.
To those who asked what was I going to do - I’m afraid I haven’t had time to
think about it!!
With best wishes to you all.
Martin

Come and find out
more…..no obligation to
join, just pop in for a
coffee!

Hook Norton, Baptist Church Hall Weds 6.30pm
St Joes, Edmunds Rd, Banbury Weds 9.30am
(only daytime group in Banbury, kids welcome!)

Call Lucy 01295 268639
Email lucyb@twang.co.uk

BED & BREAKFAST
Buttslade House Cottage (Sibford Gower) offers
comfortable accommodation with en suite bathroom
overlooking a tranquil English country garden.
Contact Diana Thompson (01295)788818
or janthompson50@hotmail.com
www. buttsladehouse.co. uk

GREAT ROLLRIGHT
FETE
Saturday 11th July 2009, from 2pm
In Great Rollright School playing field,
parking provided.
Featuring: Dog Show, BBQ & bar,
teas, cakes, plants & produce,
raffle, traditional games, competitions,
bouncy castle, stalls.
All ages welcome. (Enquiries: 01608 737202)
DEDDINGTON FESTIVAL
25 June – 5 July 2009
Deddington
Festival
2009
promises to be yet another
splendid occasion for our
community, with a wide variety
of events and exhibitions on
offer.
Beginning with the everpopular Community Concert,
Deddington Festival will host a
contemporary jazz concert by
Stekpanna, Why Writers Write,
Art and Craft Exhibitions, Art
Workshop,
Guided
Walks,
Primary School Concert, Poetry
Please, Open Gardens, Palm
Court Trio and a classical
concert, Orchestral
Masterworks, conducted by our
Musical Director, Janet Lincé.
The extremely well received
Deddington Fun and Rocks
Events of 2008 will be repeated
in 2010 and will be worth the
wait.
We look forward to seeing you
this summer.
www.deddingtonfestival.org.uk

Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information.
www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
·
·
·
·
·
·

Indoor and outdoor schools, so what ever the weather come and ride!
Horses and Ponies of all shapes and sizes
Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school.
Reduced Rates 10.30 - 3.30 Tuesday to Friday.
School holidays 'own a pony days' and more...
Gift Vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)

Where ever you ride please ensure they have a council licence.

WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK - MID MARCH TO MID MAY
Maggie White from Scotland Bungalow phoned to say that on 17th March she had
seen a Brimstone Butterfly in her garden and on 19th March there were three Peacock
Butterflies in Watery Lane. In an East End garden a Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock
Butterflies were flitting around on 18th March. Helen Foster in Burycroft Road saw her
first Peacock Butterfly on 1st April as it came out of hibernation in her utility room
and flew off in the sunshine.
Victoria Harvey was walking in the fields at the back of the brewery when she saw
two brown Hares (not together) in the fields. In the early hours of 7th April, along by
Woodside Farm towards Milcombe, Martin Madge saw two Roe Deer standing casually,
one on the verge and one in the road and he slowed right down before they decided
to disappear through the hedge. Bill Dixon was coming from Sibford towards the Gate
Hangs High at about 5.00pm on 3rd April when he saw three Roe Deer in the field
about two thirds down the dip on the right hand side. On 8th May at about 3.50pm
he saw a Fox in the middle of the road crossing from the Peartree, which stood
starring at him in his car before moving off.
So far this spring, now the Grass Snakes have awoken from hibernation, Celia and
Kjell Trogstad in East End, have seen one in their pond when it is sunny, but comment
that there is poor hunting though as Frogs are too big, but it still tries to eat them.
More recently they have seen one big and one small Grass Snake and with the pond
being full of tadpoles it will not be long before they will enjoy a feast.
Marion
Galloway in Sibford Road picked up a concrete slab in her garden and was amazed to
see about 7 Frogs. Goes to prove that maybe none of us really know what animals we
have in our garden! particularly overnight when we are not watching.
During the past two months Maggie White has seen a Marsh Tit fairly regularly and,
on her niger seed feeder two Siskins. On the morning of 31 March at about 11.00am
Betty Couldrey in Bourne Lane, was looking out from an upstairs room towards the
fields when she saw a very beautiful male Siskin which sat for a while, then flew off
and when she went upstairs later it was there again. On 29th March John Morris, also
in Bourne Lane, had four Greenfinches all together on the peanuts in his garden and
on 31st March he heard a Yellowhammer in a field nearby. Patrick Fox makes a
comment about the decline of the Cuckoo over recent years, so I can understand why
he was thrilled to see one first thing in the morning of 1st April at close range next to
the allotments. It took off as he walked past and flew across the valley with its
unmistakable wing beats. He walked to the top of the hill and sat for a while hoping
to hear it call but unfortunately it did not. On 22nd April at 7.15am at Sibford Heath
Peter Ford heard a Cuckoo. In the evening of 23rd April Vivienne Steele in Down End
heard a commotion and when investigating saw a pair of Blackbirds in her espaliered
pear tree squawking at something.
As she went closer the Blackbirds held their
ground until she was almost on top of them and she realised something was flapping
in the border. The Blackbirds eventually took flight from her flowerbed swiftly followed
by the Cuckoo. 9 Buzzards were seen flying over the East End at 12.30pm on 3rd
April. Ray and Linda Gasson had the back of their Range Rover open in their yard
and, after an hour they returned to the car to find a female Sparrowhawk in residence,
which was not under any stress sitting in the driver's seat! After taking some photos
they opened the front doors and the bird flew out. The first Swifts that I have heard
about were two seen on the morning of 6th May - you can now see them flying around
everywhere. Hilary Wiseman saw a paid of Red Kites over towards the pond behind
Ironstone Hollow at 4.30pm on 10th May.
Thank you very much indeed for getting in touch - some really interesting and
unusual sightings this time. Please contact me when you see anything of interest.
Geraldine Moore Tel: 730236 email: geraldine.moore1@btinternet.com

John and Maurice Humphris
(Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors)

Since 1880 four generations of the Humphris
family have served the local community.
Monumental masons
memorials erected and refurbished

“OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY”
32, ALBERT STREET – BANBURY

Telephone:

01295 265424

www.jm-humphris.co.uk

MICHAEL HEMMINGS
Carpenter & Joiner

Tel: 01608 737069
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, DOORS,
WINDOWS, PURPOSE MADE JOINERY, HOME
IMPROVEMENTS, RESTORATION WORK.

FARMHOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM
SWALCLIFFE
Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful
th
surroundings in our comfortable 18 C
Farmhouse

CONTACT: BARBARA TAYLOR
TEL 01295 780206
www.swalcliffegrange.com

NEWS FROM HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Matches
Summer League
We have now started our summer league matches.
To look at the status of the Banbury League matches, the web site
address is: www.banburytennisleagues.com
Junior coaching - 2009
A primary schools mini-tennis tournament was held for the second
year at Hook Norton Tennis Club on Thursday 24th April for children from three local
primary schools. The year three pupils from Chadlington, Charlbury and Kingham
primary schools received five weeks tennis coaching with four boys and four girls
being selected to compete in the tournament. In total there were twenty-four pupils
participating, the majority were playing tennis for the first time. The overall winners
were Chadlington. Many of the children have now become involved in the coaching
programme and are attending after school clubs.
We have had lots of new bookings for junior coaching, so our junior section is
expanding, keeping our coach Marc Gilkes and his assistants Emma Rothwell and Rob
Gore busy.
Junior Hook Norton Tennis Club members save £2 per coaching session, have the
opportunity to use the courts at other times and will have the opportunity to
participate in team events as they gain experience. We look forward to seeing as
many Juniors as possible on our Play Tennis Day on Saturday, June 27th. Bring your
friends and family along!
If you would like to book a place please contact Marc Gilkes on 01295 265085 or
marcgilkes@fsmail.net.
Adult Coaching
Ladies coaching happens on Tuesdays, 10.00am11.30am. For more information please contact Marc
Gilkes on 01295 265085 or email marcgilkes@fsmail.net
Steve Bone has re-commenced his weekend coaching
every third Sunday - contact Sean Callery for more
details. Email: sean@caller.demon.co.uk
For more information
For a copy of our leaflet, contact Sue Taylor at
merrymoons1@aol.com - she will email you a pdf.
Future events
Saturday 27th June - Play Tennis Day – 10.00am - 4.00pm.
We are holding an open day on the middle Saturday of Wimbledon fortnight. Come
and give us a try - there will be fun events in the morning for juniors and parents.
In the afternoon come and work on your forehand, backhand or whatever you like
with one of our members. All standards are welcome so please come along and see
how we can help you develop your game and have fun.
We are starting a "Rusty Rackets" adult coaching course after Wimbledon so if you'd
like to sign up for this come along on the day or email us on marcgilkes@fsmail.net
July 5th - come and watch the Wimbledon Men's Finals at the Sports & Social Club.
Refreshments will be provided.
July 11th - Club Tournament.

Elaine Priestley

●

All makes vehicle servicing

● Competitive prices
● Factory trained mechanics
● MOT ● Parts ● Bodyshop ● Fuel
● Large site with easy parking
● Extensive range of new and used vehicles

Hook Norton, Oxon. OX15 5DD
Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641

(1 mile North of Hook Norton village)

www.firs-garage.com

HOOK NORTON (SENIOR SECTION) FOOTBALL CLUB
Once more The Bourne Playing Field has been handed back to the care
of our Cricket Club, thereby giving rise to the crisp sound of leather on
willow taking over from the exuberant shouts of football players and
spectators as they either rejoice at, or bemoan the movement of the
ball in the ‘beautiful game’. At this point, I am reminded that in our
final evening First Team match of the season, one of our young supporters showed
over enthusiasm by blowing an air horn. The club apologises for any disturbance that
was caused by this incident and promises that it will do all within its power to prevent
a recurrence. As most people know, we do try hard not to offend local residents.
Both our senior teams completed the season in comfortable mid-table positions, as
looked likely to be the case when I wrote the last Newsletter article. The season, for
me, was shaped by three main aspects: (i) the prolific scoring of First Team player
Ricky Johnson, (ii) the potential and development shown by the Second Team and
(iii) the unfortunate crop of serious injuries sustained by players from both teams.
Ricky Johnson scored 31 league goals and a total of 41 goals in all competitions
throughout the season and, in so doing, he scored just about half of all the goals
scored by the First Team – a fantastic performance! Whilst he was doing all that, Layi
Olubaji and Andy Rogers were moulding a superb Second Team unit of mainly 17/18
year olds who competed more than competently with other teams in their division
and, without doubt, this team will only get better. Then, on the down side, the club
was be-devilled by an unbelievable extent of injuries that were sustained by players
from both teams; no less than 5 players suffered fractured legs, including First Team
Player/Manager Karlton Stratford. Whilst all of the injuries have caused concern to
the players themselves and to the club which does its best to look after welfare
aspects, the injury to Karlton has been particularly worrying. His playing days,
certainly at this level, would now appear to be over and he is self employed relying
on an ability to drive. We therefore wish him, and the others, a most speedy recovery.
Once again, I take this opportunity to thank everyone who has supported the club
throughout the past season and I thank, also, those residents who may not be football
supporters but who have kindly tolerated our presence. Next season for the First
Team begins in the week commencing on Monday 10th August but, as always, any
matches played before the second weekend in September will take place away from
home to allow for the continuation of the cricket season until that time. Not least
because of the economic situation that is now affecting our country, I suspect that
next season will present some financial challenges for our club and, indeed, for many
others competing at this level.
Up the Hooky!

Geoff ‘Jesse’ James

STOUR SINGERS - A NIGHT TO REMEMBER
St. Edmund’s Church, Shipson-on-Stour, was packed on Saturday 9 May 2009 for
an inspired performance of Haydn’s The Creation, directed by Richard Emms, in
which Stour Singers and The Cherwell Orchestra were joined by a trio of worldclass soloists, Jenny Bacon (soprano), Nicholas Mulroy (tenor) and Aidan Smith
(bass).
Next concert : C.P.E. Bach Magnificat and Mozart Regina coeli (K108) with
Christmas Music for choir and audience on Sat 5 December 2009 in St Edmund’s.
Rehearsals start on Thurs 10 Sept at 7.30pm in Shipston Primary School. New
members welcome (no auditions) – Please contact Victor Twyman, tel: 01608
664215

CALENDAR
JUNE
1
2
3

5
6
7
10
11
11
11
12
13
16

16

Primary and Foundation re-open
19.30 Local History Group meeting
10.00 HN Arts Society ‘Medieval
Instruments Day School’ Visitor Centre
19.30 FOHNS Summer Quiz night Sports & Social Club
19.00 “Musical Allsorts” –23.00 Hook Norton School
11.00 CMS Morning Worship and
Lunch - St. Peter’s.
.30
Library Book Club
19.30 Christians Together for Mission
- Hook Norton School
11.00 Wheelers and Squealers
19.30 Parish Council Meeting
Family Bingo - HNSSC
9.00 Village Market
14.00 WI meeting, Geraldine Moore on
Hook Norton Wild Life - Baptist
Hall
19.30 CGWS&D - “Simple Techniques
for Natural Dyes” - Baptist
Schoolroom

17 19.30 BEAM Bulk oil purchasing
meeting - Memorial Hall
17 19.00 Garden Club - Evening Visit
from Sun Inn
19 18.00 FOHNS Family BBQ with live
band 'The Silverfish'
21 pm
HNBB Open Garden - Wyncotts
Farm
24 13.45 Garden Club afternoon or
or 19.15 evening visit: Local Conservation Wild flower meadow, Site of
Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) leaving from the Sun Inn
25 10.30 Carry On Learning
25 19.00 Busy Bees Craft Club
26
Family Bingo - HNSSC
27 10.00 Play Tennis Day - HNSSC
-16.00
27 20.30 Free live music from the
Screamin Abdabs - including
hog roast - The Sun Inn
28 10.00 St. Peter’s Day Patronal
Festival;

JULY
3-5

4

12.00
– 23.00

5
5
7
7
7

19.30
19.30
19.30

8
9
9
10
11

14.30
19.30
11.00
9.00

Cornerstone Camp - at Hooky
school for children of primary
school age
Music at the Crossroads 2009 Ferris Hill Farm, Hook Norton
Wimbledon tennis finals day HNSSC
Birmingham to Oxford Bike Ride
- The Pear Tree Inn
History Group
Prayers for Healing - St. Peter’s
Low Carbon Hook Norton Brewery visitor centre.
Library Book Club
Parish Council Meeting
Wheelers and Squealers
Family Bingo - HNSSC
Village Market

11
12
15
15 – 17
17 20.30
18 12.00
– 22.00
21 19.30
22 19.00
23 10.30
30 19.00
30 10.30
31

Tennis Club Tournament.
Deadline for team registration
for the Football Tournament
Norton Newsletter - copy date
Hooky Players 'Dying to Meet
You' - Memorial Hall
Free live music from Alison's
Kitchen - Sun Inn
Hook Norton Festival of Fine
Ales - Rural Fayre Field
CGWS&D - “TBD” - Baptist
Schoolroom
Garden Club Evening visit from the Sun Inn
Carry On Learning
Busy Bees Craft Club
Carry On Learning
HNSSC Sports Quiz night

Find a copy of the Newsletter and the village diary at
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
or
http://www.hook-norton.org.uk
Printed by KMS Litho, Hook Norton. 01608 737640

