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FROM THE EDITORS
This month, the Newsletter
contained £34.10 – thank you.

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Box

Advertising:
Distribution:
Proof Reading:
IT/Web Support:
Treasurer:
Directory:

Sadly we report the deaths of Robert
Frederick Dura Collin aged 90, Phyllis
Jones aged 88, Raymond Keith Tutt
aged 68 and Michael Edward West
aged 71. On behalf of the village we
send our condolences to their families and friends.
Andy Horne 730604
hookynews@totalise.co.uk

Andy Horne
Malcolm Black
Pam Horne
Martin Baxter
Kevin Hope
Diana Barber

730604
730668

737428

Helen Foster 737391
helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

The views expressed in the Newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team
http://www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk/
RATES – CHEQUES PAYABLE TO ‘HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER’
Text and advertising copy deadline

SATURDAY, 15th MARCH 2009

Text for Village activities

Free (a small donation is welcome)

Inserts for Village Activities

On request from Andy Horne

Commercial Advertising
Commercial Inserts

£24 per page and pro rata per issue
£20 per issue

Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to;
Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

HOOK NORTON WEBSITE
Have you been to have a look at the brand new Hooky website at hook-norton.org.uk
yet? The website team are continually polishing, improving and adding to the site, to
make it the first point of contact for all things Hooky based. On it you will find :
Information about the Parish Council, details of councillors, what they do and
why, meeting times and minutes, and local planning information;
The village Diary. Are you organising an event and want to make sure that day
is clear or looking for when something might be happening? Check out the diary
The Directory is there too and is kept up to date during the year as people move
on or into the village;
Links to village groups - from LCHN to the Guides, they are all here;
Hook Norton history and a map of the village;
And a growing forum section for the village to get interactive; with local Freecycle,
car pooling, lost & found etc. This is an area of the site that will grow as part of
making hook-norton.org.uk your access to village facilities.
Got a question or a problem? Get in touch with the correct contact
Comments and complaints - Jem Hayward - jem@briksdal.co.uk
Technical queries and help - Derek Brotherston - derek@brotherston.me.uk
Content - Karen - kawic@amvid.co.uk
Newsletter - Martin - webmaster@broadedged.co.uk
Directory - Diana Barber diana.barber.gemini@googlemail.com
Site Related Enquiries - Emma Kane - emmakane@gmail.com
Parish Council Matters - Ken Porter - kenneth_i.porter@virgin.net
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(1 mile north of Hook Norton village)

Telephone: 01608 737349

www.firs-garage.com
Extensive range of new and used vehicles
Servicing & MOT of most makes;
competitive rates
Parts Bodyshop Graphics

Attended fuel & shop,
friendly service & more !
Daihatsu Sirion 1.0 S extra urban fuel
cycle over 60 mpg. Low emissions
with annual road tax £35.

Family Business Established 1960 – thank you for your custom
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
DOG WASTE

MEMORIAL HALL

This issue continues to generate a number of complaints
The
floor
in
the
to the Parish Council and, with apologies to those dog
Memorial Hall has
owners who do act responsibly, may we please remind
recently
been
everyone that special bins have been provided for dog
repainted and sealed
waste and are sited around the village. We have recently
with the aid of a Grant
been made aware of bags of waste being left on walls or
of
£1106
from
in the open litter bins. These are not acceptable
Cherwell
District
alternatives and indeed leaving the waste in a plastic
Council for which the
bag but not in a designated bin is one of the worst
Parish
Council
is
things to do. Please dispose of dog waste
extremely grateful. As
responsibly in the designated bins provided and
we
have
reminded
never place in an ordinary litter bin or an open
parishioners in the past
green bin.
the Hall is the village War
Memorial and it is important
that we continue to maintain it
CEMETERY
in memory of those who gave
– DOGS ON LEADS
their lives in the two major
May we also remind dog owners that their
conflicts of the twentieth century.
animals should be kept on leads if they are
To this end we need your support
walking through the cemetery.
to ensure the hall is used regularly
and if you would like to hire it for a
community group, or for a one-off
event such as a birthday party, please
LITTER
contact the Parish Clerk, Ken Porter,
It is noticeable that certain areas of the
on
01295
758352
or
at
village do suffer a litter problem and we would
kenneth_i.porter@virgin.net.
ask parishioners to be conscious of the need
to keep the village tidy and encourage
VACANCY
everyone to use the litter-bins
FOR
PARISH
COUNCILLOR
provided. We are fortunate to
Following
the
resignation
of Rob Bartlett we
live in a beautiful village
have a vacancy on the Parish Council. Anybody
and it is incumbent
wishing to become actively involved in local affairs is
upon all of us to
asked to contact the clerk, Ken Porter, on 01295
keep it clean
758352 or at kenneth_i.porter@virgin.net.
and tidy.

GO ALL THE WAY FOR THE EXTRA 6.5K
Cherwell has a new recycling target for 2009 - to collect "the extra 6,500 tonnes".
That's the annual amount of waste that could be recycled that's still going into green
bins. It's equivalent to about 1000 African elephants! None of the material that
Cherwell residents sort out goes to landfill or storage. It all gets recycled.
The 6.5k is made up of around 2,800 tonnes of paper, 1,500 tonnes of glass, 1,200
tonnes of textiles and 1,000 tonnes of cans. If residents switched the paper and cans
to their blue bin or box and took the glass and textiles to one of the 70 bring-banks in
the district, Cherwell's recycling rate could hit 60%. And it would reduce the fines that
Cherwell council tax payers will be faced with when tougher EU limits are imposed on
landfill. In the year to 31 March 2008, Cherwell achieved a recycling rate of 48 per
cent - up around 3 per cent on the year before. Cherwell is the leading recycling
council in the South East and one of the top 30 recycling councils in the country.
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Back Pain, Sports Injury & Headache Clinic
Especially for long term pain
BUPA + PPP
Registered

Hector Wells B.Sc.(Hons)., D.O., G.OsC.,
Registered Osteopath & Associates

Back and Neck Pains,
Sciatica, Frozen Shoulder,
Tennis elbow, Knees and Arthritic
Hips a speciality,
Pins and needles, Babycolic Clinic
Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
Whiplash
Stress Pain

To avoid disrobing
please wear a loose
T-shirt and
joggers/leggings

For your feet & leg problems

D.Houlton B.Sc.(Hons)
Pod.SRCh. Mchs.

Appointments (01295) 265 267
Monday to Saturday & Evenings
54 Bloxham Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 9JR

State Registered Podiatrist
Tel: 01295 271 255

BED & BREAKFAST
Buttslade House Cottage (Sibford Gower) offers
comfortable accommodation with en suite bathroom
overlooking a tranquil English country garden.
Contact Diana Thompson (01295)788818
or janthompson50@hotmail.com
www. buttsladehouse.co. uk
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
Lottery Campaign Success
Our latest hospice lottery recruitment drive has yielded
excellent results with almost 200 supporters signing up as new
members. The hospice lottery raised £115,000 towards nursing
care last year, as well as giving out great prizes. The top weekly
prize is £1,000, with 19 other cash prizes also to be won. If you
would like to learn more about our lottery, or download an application form, log onto
www.khh.org.uk. Alternatively, call Sheila Norton on (01295) 812161.
“Lives” song now on sale
Talented young supporter, Clare Connery, has written and recorded a song in
memory of her grandmother, Pat Connery, who was cared for at Katharine House.
The song ‘Lives’ is available on CD from our Banbury and Brackley shops and hospice
reception. A minimum donation of £1.50 is requested.
Impromptu Singers Concert, 27 & 28 March
This well known group of local singers will be undertaking two performances at
Banbury Twenty Cricket Club (Ermont Way) to raise funds for the hospice.
A
theatre-style event, with a variety of acts will be held on Friday 27th March, with a
similar event in a cabaret setting being held on Saturday 28th March. Please see our
weekly column in the Banbury Guardian (p10) for ticket details, times and booking
information.
May Ball 3 May,
Bloxham School, Nr Banbury
Bookings are now being taken for
our third annual Ball, being held
once again at Bloxham School.
With champagne on arrival, a
three course meal and music
from the Blue Meanies, tickets
are great value at £50 each. To
book your ticket, please call
Lucinda on (01295) 720623
(evenings and weekends only).
Granny's Bedtime Stories is
a delightful children's book
written by hospice supporter
Maureen Morgan of Chipping
Norton, costing £5.50 per copy
(postage & packing £1.25). It
contains stories written for her
four grandchildren and has
been beautifully illustrated.
For each copy sold, a generous
donation is made to the
hospice to further the work of
our medical and nursing
teams. This year it will cost £2
million to run Katharine House
and all services to patients and
families are free of charge.

CHIPPING
NORTON
ORGANICS
for LOCAL ORGANIC
VEG FRUIT SALADS MEAT
MILK CREAM BREAD CAKES
EGGS WINE BEER CIDER
WHOLEFOODS

Free delivery to your door
Box scheme & online ordering
Veggie-boxes can be tailor-made
to suit your requirements
Tel 01608 642973
www.chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
sales@chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information.
www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
Indoor and outdoor schools, so what ever the weather come and ride!
Horses and Ponies of all shapes and sizes
Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school.
Reduced Rates 10.30 - 3.30 Tuesday to Friday.
School holidays 'own a pony days' and more...
Gift Vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)

Where ever you ride please ensure they have a council licence.

DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors
6a Market Place, Chipping Norton.
Oxfordshire. OX7 5NA
Tel: 01608 643036 Fax: 01608 641025
Conveyancing (written quotations on request). Matrimonial
problems (SFLA Member). Wills. Probate. Accident claims and
General family business.
Home visits arranged for the housebound in the Hook Norton area.
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HOOK NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH
Do you know the parable of the rich fool? In some
ways I think this rich land-owner could be compared to
some of the financial big men who have helped to
cause the present economic crisis. Here’s a reminder
of the story, from Luke chapter 12
Then he (Jesus) said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on
your guard against all kinds of greed, a man’s life
does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.’
And he told them this parable, ‘The ground of a
certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do?
I have no place to store my crops.’ Then he said ‘ This is what I’ll do, I will tear
down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my
goods. And I’ll say to myself,’You have plenty of good things stored up for many
years. Take life easy, eat, drink and be merry.’ But God said to him,’You fool!
This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you
have prepared for yourself?’
This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich
towards God. So, point no.1 = Greed is not a good idea.
Later in the same chapter Jesus is quoted , saying, “For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also.” Point no.2= Get your priorities right.
In verse 33 of the same chapter Jesus says, “ Sell your possessions and give to the
poor…” Point no.3= Be generous.
And for those of us suffering hardship because of circumstances beyond our control?
There is a word for us, too. “ Do not worry………………”!
Church news
The combined YOUTH CLUB conducted a very successful service for the first
time on Sunday Jan 11th, and we hope this will become a regular occurrence.
The first of our “Just Desserts” functions was held on January 10th with the
showing of the latest film in the “Narnia” series. A number of people were brave
enough to come out in the cold weather and enjoy the film and the desserts which
followed.
The next event will be a QUIZ NIGHT, to be held on February 21st at 7.30pm.
Teams of up to 5 members are invited to register with Liz on 737400 beforehand.
Friends not competing are welcome to come along and join the fun.
March 28th will be a MUSIC night, and another FILM NIGHT will take place on
April 18th
LENT MEETINGS will be held on March 4th, 11th and 25th at the school, and will
be shared with St. Peters, as usual.
Holiday Club dates= August 3rd to 6th.
Dorothy Smith 737266. Rev. John Taylor, church office, 737315
SORRY FOLKS, BUT ....
What do you call a woodpecker with no beak ? A headbanger !
When is the best time to buy budgies ? When they're going cheap !
Why is a sofa like a roast chicken ? Because they're both full of stuffing !
Where do birds meet for coffee ? In a nest-cafe !
How does a bird with a broken wing manage to land safely ? With it's
sparrowchute !
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HOOKY PET AND HOME CARE
Pets fed and fussed whilst owners away
Pet and house sitting service

Please call Hilary Wiseman
01608 730090

C W SMITH
Building Contractors
Tel: 01608 737790 E.mail: cws.build@virgin.net Fax: 01608 730966

New build, Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations,
Property Maintenance
Local references available
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LEE STRATFORD COMMUNITY TRUST
The Village Children's Christmas Parties
Sunday 14th December
THE BEST ONE SO FAR!
Lots of smiling faces and laughter - that's what it was all
about. If you missed out, catch the 2009 version, it will be
even more fun. A few 'Thank Yous' are due so here they are:
To all the family including Jeff, Louis, Debbie, Charley, Lee
Robin and Owen and a premiere appearance of our new
granddaughter Neve; Ashley Page who gave up his day to
help us and Doug Marshall for letting us in the building
following a misunderstanding about keys!
I must mention the brilliant performance of our entertainer,
Sir Nit Wit, who was so funny and kept all the children (both young and old) captivated.
A lot of children missed their party because of being poorly. We hope you are feeling
better now and look forward to seeing you at the next party.
Thanks to all who donated money at the parties, a total of £30 was collected. This
was given to the NSPCC Christmas Appeal - a charity close to Lee's heart.
Donations
We received several donations last year and would like to thank the following for their
generosity: Hook Norton Beer
Festival, Hook Norton Football
Club (seniors) and Hook Norton
Baptist Church.
Recycling Mobile Phones
Please don't forget that we still
collect old mobile phones. Now
Christmas is over a lot of you will
have had new phones, so we
would be very grateful for your
old ones. We also collect used
printer
cartridges
(but
not
Epson).
Hooky Duck Race
This will go ahead as usual on
August Bank Holiday Monday look out for the posters and
further information later in the
year. This provides a lot of the
funding for the Christmas Parties
plus it is a great day out on your
doorstep. So please come along
and support us.
Valerie Stratford
Old Police House,
Netting Street, Hook Norton
OX15 5NP
vstratford@fsmail.net
01608 730419
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Ladies & Gents Hairdressing
Open Monday - Saturday
Late Night Opening Tuesdays until 8pm
Come into Salon 2 where
you are as important as your Hair
Sandra Fathers
Telephone: 01608 737073
Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon.

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

12

THE LIONS CLUB OF CHIPPING NORTON
The Lions Club of Chipping Norton would like to thank Chipping Norton
and Hook Norton residents for their generosity in helping us to raise,
on our Static and Street collection with Santa’s Float, £1,020.42
towards the upkeep of the Community MiniBus. This is a big
commitment for us at Christmas but very rewarding when children’s
faces light up and when we received Santa’s letter appreciating our help.
Dear Lion President and my Lion Friends,
Now the rush is over I have found time to write to you all to thank you for your
hospitality and friendship during my visits to “Chippy'” and “Hooky”. Everyone
here was quite exhausted after the Christmas rush including the Reindeer.
Rudolph is complaining (as usual) about the cold and Mrs Claus keeps telling him
off for bringing snow into the kitchen when he sneaks in for a warm by the fire.
I may have a small problem next year. I had a visit from the Safety Elf yesterday
who tells me that there may be legislation later this year preventing me from
riding on the Float next Christmas visit, but I will come to Chipping Norton and
Hook Norton anyway even if I have to walk round with the Float. It seems a pity
but you have to comply with Elf and Safety. They will expect me to attend a
course next to tell me the correct way to carry my sack and to deliver all the
presents!
Really my visits come round so quickly but it is marvellous to see all the children
in Chippy and Hooky and this year I was delighted to meet some special Ladies
and Gentlemen in Hollybush
Road, Hook Norton and wish
them a very special Happy
New Year.
My best wishes to
everyone and a very
Happy 2009,
Santa and Mrs Claus
(not forgetting the Elves)
We would also like to record
our sincere thanks to the Staff
and Management of the Mid
Counties Co-operative for all
their support and help with the
Trolley and Basket Dash, the
winners were:- Trolley Dash Mr. L. Smith and Basket Dash
- Mrs Nightingale.
The Lions Club meet on the
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the
month at 8p.m. starting
meetings at 8.15p.m, now at
The Fox. We would like to
send our appreciation to The
Chequers for putting up with
us for many years.
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OATS HEALTH FOOD SHOP
26 HIGH STREET, CHIPPING NORTON 01608 646556
We have now been open for nearly 3 years and in that time we have learned what our customers and
local therapists want in their local Health Food Shop. Our stock is always changing as new products
come onto the market & with the general ebb and flow of the popularity in both foods and supplements.

We stock products from many local companies We are stockist of;
including; Fleur Essential Oils from Kingham, Solgar - Natures Aid - Quest - FSC - Natures Answer Oxford’s Nibchoc, a wonderful choc bar with every Bioforce/Vogel - Biohealth - Biocare - Australian Bush
ingredient a ‘superfood’ but which also hits the ‘naughty Remedies - New Era...and many more.
spot, Shaken Oak Mustards from Witney, Spice Rack We carry reasonable stocks of some brands, others less
Traders from Banbury, Matthews Flours from Shipton, so, but those can be quickly ordered and despatched.
Many of these companies have expert advice / help
Halcyon Honey from Charlbury & many others...
We also stock Body Care products from; Jasons, lines. We also have Kim from Solgar visit us every two
Faith in Nature, Weleda, Naturecare, Green People, months when you can make a FREE half hour
appointment to see her.
FO, CottonSoft etc..
Household Products from Ecover - including refills for Maggie Cope is a food intolerance tester, visiting
most of the products we stock - please ask for details. monthly and an hour consultation costs £39
Also, biodegradable & new Cinderella Cleaning
Upstairs....is where we have lots of more unusual
Products that will not harm children or animals if cards, gift wrap, patterned tissue, gift bags & ribbons.
ingested.
There is a Toy Cupboard with all wooden toys from
Pet Care; Organipets, Denes & Yaoh Foods
Eastern Europe, many under £5 each - all under £10
Body Care, Baby Foods, Fairtrade Kids Clothes,
each and other small gifts in the same price range,
Organic Bamboo Clothing, Onya Bags, Incense &
plus fairtrade percussion instruments.
much more...
Deliveries - If you have a Veg Box supplied by Chipping Norton Organics, an order from Oats to the value of
£15 can be sent with it at no extra cost. All deliveries by us to Hooky are also free if you spend £10 or more.

Tired? Stressed? Back ache? Chronic aches and pains?

Reflexology

can help
A simple and relaxing therapy involving gentle pressure on the hands
and feet which:
Stimulates the body's own healing ability to relieve a wide range
of ailments
Helps to soothe and relax the whole body and mind
Balances and restores the free flow of energy throughout the body
For more information or discussion without commitment ring

Angela Way
M.A.R., A.R.T.(Reg), Ad.V.R.T.(Reg), M.I.C.R.

Registered Practitioner
01608 730245
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BANBURY RURAL NEIGHBOURHOOD UPDATE, DECEMBER 2008
This month’s update is brought to you by
neighbourhood specialist officer Phil Morris.
In November the rural team started to
implement a scheme in which we are security
marking and stamping horse riding equipment.
There have been some incidents over the last few months of theft of tack around the
rural area and in neighbouring police force areas. We are undertaking this scheme to
protect people’s property, to tighten security and to discourage would-be thieves from
operating around the stables.
We have been using the new Speed Gun around several villages and a number of
motorists have been dealt with for exceeding speed limits. We have also been given
a number of ‘watch your speed’ signs that can be put up in villages to remind drivers
to keep their speed down. If you would like one, get in touch with the team. (Details
below).
Finally, I would like to apologise for an error in last month’s update. We said that
there was a police surgery for the north-western villages in our patch in Wroxton
Village Hall at 5-6pm on the third Wednesday of each month. Actually, the surgery is
held in Hornton Village Hall.
Police Community Support Officer Kevin Lewis will now update you with what the
PCSOs have been doing:
Hello; we have been engaging with the communities and have attended local
events such as the fireworks displays at Deddington and Bodicote. We have met
with local youths at The Warriner School in Bloxham, where we took part in a
recruitment day. It was very rewarding to meet and talk to the younger members
of the neighbourhood.
We have also attended parish council meetings around the villages and have
answered questions from the parishes about their local issues. PCSOs are now
visiting all victims of non-domestic burglary, criminal damage and theft of, and
from, vehicles. This is to improve the Force’s contact with victims of crime and offer
them reassurance, advice and support.
If you wish to contact us about any of the above issues or if there is anything that is
concerning you about policing in our area, please contact us on 0845 8 505 505 or at
banburyruralneighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.

A blood donation session will be held in Hook Norton School
on Friday 17th April 2009. Session times:
13.30 - 15.25 &
16.15 – 18.45
To book an
appointment, please
visit www.blood.co.uk or
call 0845 7711 711.
New donors are always
welcomed.
Please don't leave it to somebody else - give blood, save life!
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Paul Austin
Electrical services
Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 737031 Mobile: 07970 457291
Sockets ~ Lights ~ Extensions ~ Re-wires
Domestic
Agricultural & Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

16

Holycombe,
Whichford, Warwickshire
3 miles from Hook Norton
Beautiful group room and therapy rooms to let
With underfloor heating
Weekly classes of Pilates, Yoga and Circle Dance
Anti-natal and post natal yoga and hypnobirthing
Interesting range of weekend workshops
Holiday cottage and Studio to let in Whichford,
Houses in Andalucia, Spain and
the Western Highlands of Scotland to let
See ‘events’ menu and houses at
www.holycombe.com
email sally@holycombe.com or
call Sally on 01608 684239

THANK YOU!
Hazel Hope has decided that the
time has come to give up
masterminding the village diary.
She was the inspiration behind its
creation six plus years ago, but has
decided that she has too much to
do with the school, to do it justice.
The diary has always aimed to be
there for event organisers, to help
them try to avoid the clashes of
dates and the double bookings that
can make it so difficult to run a
successful event in a very busy
village.
In future, the diary will be the
responsibility of the Hooky website
team. You can see it in all its glory
on hook-norton.org.uk/events, or
printed copies will continue to be
posted in the post office and library.
Please add your events - the more
the better it is! It is excellent
publicity and a good check for what
else is going on. Either email me
helen@hook-nortonnewsletter.co.uk or Emma on
emmakane@gmail.com or drop
details in the newsletter box in the
post office.
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ST PETER'S CHURCH
For this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, which is
traditionally celebrated between 18th and 25th January (in the
northern hemisphere), St. Peter’s church family joined with other
local denominations and Christians around the world, to pray “that
they may be one in your hand” (Ezekiel 37: 17). The theme this year
was One Faith One Church One Lord, and rooted in the experience
of churches in Korea which, in their context of national division, turned for inspiration
to the prophet, Ezekiel, who also lived in a tragically divided nation and longed for
unity. Ezekiel – the name meaning “God makes him strong” – was called upon to give
his people hope in the desperate religious and political situation following the fall and
occupation of Israel, and the exile of many of its people.
Unity within the church is strongly coupled with continuing
mission, and on February 8th we will be joined by Nick and
Kate Wooding, Church Mission Society (CMS) partners,
who will tell us more about their work in Uganda. Do join us for
our special service of Morning Worship at 11 am. on that day,
which will be followed by lunch. More information about the
valuable work the Church Mission Society undertakes around the
world can also be found on the CMS website (www.cms-uk.org).
Mission is also the theme for this year’s Lent Course, which will
be held on the evenings of March 4th, 11th and 25th, at Hook
Norton Primary School. There will be some fascinating speakers,
and everyone is welcome. More details will follow, so keep an
eye out for posters.
For those who would like to explore the Christian faith in an
informal setting as part of a group, the Alpha Course
(http://uk.alpha.org) may be just the ticket. The latest course has
just started in the village, at the home of Janet Collins. Alpha is
not just for those with a Christian faith. It’s for anyone who would
like to find, explore faith, ask questions and discuss faith-related
issues. As quoted in The Times newspaper; “What distinguishes
Alpha from other initiatives is the easy-going, relaxed feel of the
proceedings - that, and its astonishing success”. For more
information on Alpha, or just to chat about what the course
involves, please speak to Janet Collins (737515) or John Acreman
(737223).
A big thank you now, to the younger members of our church family, for the wonderful
Youth Service on January 11th, which was led and organised by members of the Youth
Groups. Society today is often very negative about the attitudes of our children and
teenagers, but the Youth Service demonstrated that we are blessed to have so many
talented, considerate and spirit-led younger members within our community. Another
Youth service is planned for March, and more details will be posted when available. A
big thank you also to Chris and Laura Cooke, who are doing such marvellous work
with the Youth Groups, and to all those at St. Peter’s and the Baptist Church, for their
work with our younger children at the J.A.M. club, J.A.M. services, Sunday Gang and
Wheelers and Squealers groups.
And finally, St. Peter’s has always enjoyed a wide variety of musical talent as an
integral part of our services. If anyone would like to play at St. Peter’s, however
occasionally, please don’t hesitate to speak to John Acreman, on 737223.
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Diary Dates ...
Special services and other events:
Jesus and Me (JAM) Service: An all-age service tailored to our children,
held jointly with Hook Norton Baptist Church. Every third Sunday,
alternating between St. Peter’s (10 a.m.), and Hook Norton Baptist Church
(10.30 a.m.). Next JAM services: February 15th, 10 a.m. at St.
Peter’s. March 15th, 10.30 am at Hook Norton Baptist Church.
Prayers for Healing. Tuesday February 3rd, 7.30 pm, St. Peter’s Church
Morning Worship and Lunch with our CMS Mission Partners. Sunday
February 8th, 11 am (see above).
Ash Wednesday; Holy Communion (BCP), 10 am, St. Peter’s.
Mothering Sunday. Morning Worship, 10 a.m. St. Peter’s.
Regular Diary Dates:
Fairtrade stalls: There is a Fairtrade stall in church after the 10 a.m.
service every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. There will also be a
Fairtrade stall at the Font Café, at least one Saturday every month.
Jesus and Me (JAM) club: Hook Norton Primary School study centre,
every Wednesday, 3.15-4.15 p.m. during term time, for keystage 1 and
keystage 2 children (not nursery).
Wheelers and Squealers: Our regular get-togethers for the village tots,
tinies and their parents/carers. 11.00 a.m. at St. Peter’s, every second
Thursday of the month (see posters for confirmation).
Youth Groups: The Youth Groups meet once a month at the Norman
Matthews Memorial Hall. There are two groups. ‘Energize’ is the group for
all secondary school children, and next meets on February 6th and March
6h, 7.30-9 pm. ‘Outlook’ (next meetings 8 pm on February 27th and March
20th) is for young people in school year ten and upwards. For more details,
Contact Chris & Laura Cooke, on 07739 313381, or see the St. Peter’s
website www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk.
The Drop. At the Norman Matthews Memorial Hall, every Tuesday and
Wednesday, from 5pm till 6pm. Open to everyone in secondary school and
upwards!. Details from Chris Cooke, on 07739 313381.
Benefice Prayer meetings: Every third Wednesday of the month. See
posters in church porch for dates and venues.
Font Café: 10.00 a.m. ‘til 12.00 noon, every Tuesday and Saturday
morning. Fresh coffee, tea and biscuits, served free of charge. An
opportunity to meet with friends, relax and chat. Children and well-behaved
dogs welcome!
Sophia Fox, Churchwarden. 730818; sophiafox1@aol.com;
www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk

Jemma Kaye and Timothy Maule
were married at St Peter's Church,
Hook Norton
on Saturday, 6th December 2008
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!
Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111
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CALLING ALL DOG & CAT LOVERS
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has so far donated
items for unwanted cats and dogs. Please don't forget that it is an ongoing appeal.
One of the local veterinary surgeries is collecting items for homeless dogs and cats.
If you have any of the following to spare, they would be very gratefully received.
Every few weeks the donations are distributed to the most needy animal shelters
around the country.
Old Dog Leads – Collars – Blankets – Towels – Beds – Dog Coats
Scratching Posts – Spare Food – Chews – Brushes – Combs – Shampoo
Toothpaste – In date Wormer / Flea Treatments – Toys etc..
Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/ cat's life a little happier.
Anything not suitable will be divided between the RSPCA and PDSA Charity shops
in Banbury.
Please spare a few minutes to search for any unwanted items mentioned above. If
you care to give me a call, I will be happy to deliver them.
Many thanks – Hilary Wiseman 01608 730090

THANK YOU!
A big thank you
from the editors to
Diane Barber for all
the hard work
getting the 13th
edition of the Hook
Norton Directory of
Services together.
It takes patience
and care and a
special dedication to
pull it all together,
check and double
check it over the
New Year holiday.
Three cheers for
Diane!
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LOW CARBON HOOK NORTON
Thermal Imaging - Seeing is believing.
Tim Lunel told us about Thermal Imaging reports – his wife had given him one for
Christmas! For £50-£75 you can have a report with internal and external thermal
images taken of your home. These photographs can give you a clear picture (when
you see them in colour!) of where you are heating up the rest of Hook Norton rather
than your home. A thermal image is particularly useful for:
Showing where cavity wall insulation might be needed in houses with a
complex history
Revealing gaps in loft insulation
Poorly lagged heating pipes:

Finding faults with single/double glazing seals

Draughts and poor seals anywhere in the house

So for a green present for one you love or for a new view of your house, either contact
a
local
Witney
firm:
One
Stop
Automation
tel:
01993
878054
(www.onestopautomation.co.uk) or contact LCHN to join the group of people having
these surveys carried out.
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Green Neighbourhoods – Hooky Pilot study
After providing really useful feedback when the Home Action Plan (see
December issue) was trialled in Hook Norton, Hooky is one of two
communities out of the whole country that have been chosen to pilot this
Green Neighbourhoods programme. Twelve households have applied to
undertake work on their houses to reduce their carbon footprints and
reduce the amount of energy they use with the help of a government grant
and interest free loan. The success of the programme will be measured by
Smart meters which will be installed and show how much fuel has been
saved. We will keep you updated on how this exciting national initiative
goes – Hook Norton at the forefront!
Guides Swap Shop Saturday 7th March
Hook Norton School Study Centre, 2-4pm
Sarah Gardner from Hook Norton Guides told us about the Swap Shop the Guides will
be running in March – please see the article by the Guides for details. The items taken
away will be weighed – showing how much has been saved from landfill.
Brown Bin compost comes “back” to the village
Phil Tingey told us that Hook Norton allotment holders have recently taken delivery
of some free compost made from Cherwell District Council’s Brown Bin collection.
Travellers’ Tales
Given it’s the time of year when people are starting to plan their summer holidays we
shared some ideas of low carbon travel avoiding plane journeys. Members of the
group had had some wonderful low carbon journeys using trains and buses including
going to Seville in Spain, Inverness, Brussels, and a family skiing holiday to
Switzerland. For example, the Seville trip started by bus from Hook Norton to Banbury
then trains to London and Paris with a final a high speed train link to Seville. The
general feeling was if booked in advance the train and bus journeys could be as cheap
as air travel and considerably more fun and less stressful. If that sounds of interest
to you then two useful websites to help you plan a low carbon journey are:
www.seat61.com and www.loco2travel.com.
Local author Peter Millar has recently published All Gone to Look for America
(published by Arcadia Books) - an account of his epic voyage around the US by train.
Next meeting is to take place at 7.30pm on Wednesday 11th March 2009 at the
Brewery Visitors Centre. Every meeting seems to bring new members to this group
so you are very welcome just to pop along for a meeting to see what it’s like. The
Low Carbon Group is very grateful to James Clarke and the Brewery staff for their
kind hospitality.
Tabby Lucas (for further information contact Tim Lunel 730446)

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Many thanks to all those who supported the Macmillan Coffee
Morning in September. The total that we raised this last year was
£1,068.41 at the coffee morning and also from the sales of
Christmas cards and gifts.
Many thanks to all those who
supported me again. The running total since 1996 is £9,070.10.
Please make a note of the date for this year: Friday 25th
September 2009. More details will be issued nearer the time.
Julie Wood
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Faulkner Associates
Chart ered Accountants
Do you need assistance with Sage or other accounting packages?
Are bookkeeping and payroll duties interfering with the running of
your business?
Do you want to start up your own company?
Please contact Sakine Faulkner BSc ACA for all your accounting needs.
Tel: 01608 730 194 Mob: 07947 630 505
email: sakine@faulknerassoc.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON ARTS SOCIETY
Recently, a highly successful Autumn course on 'The Flemish Primitives' – led by Alice
Foster, was completed with great enjoyment and enthusiasm. The next 6 week course
on 'The Delft School' in February has already been filled.
The planned events for 2009 are;
Saturday 14th March A Quiz Night at the Brewery Visitors Centre
starting at 7.30. The cost is £2.50 per person
and everyone is welcome as an individual or
as part of a team to answer questions on
General Knowledge.
Refreshments are included in this light
hearted, fun evening.
Thursday 2nd April
Medieval Stained Glass Day School at the Brewery Visitors
Centre from 10am to 4pm. The cost is £22 including lunch.
The tutor will be Athene Reiss who is a very experienced
tutor with the Oxford University Department of Continuing
Education. The Day School will discuss many aspects of
Medieval Stained Glass found in English Churches
Wednesday 3rd June Musical Instrument in Medieval Times Day School at the
Brewery Visitors Centre from 10am to 4pm, The fee is £22 to
include lunch. This Day School will be looking at these old,
period instruments and their significance in paintings of this
period. The tutor is Mary Remnant.
Write these dates in your diary and if you need more information about these events,
please ring either Sue Coltman (730333) or Paul Warwick (737107).
Betty Couldrey

HOOK NORTON W. I.
2008 has been a good year for our Hook Norton W .I. From 17
members in 2007, now we have 29.
We were very lucky with the weather in July when we had our garden
party. With all the delicious food, everyone had a lovely time. The
summer outing to Bath was extremely successful. Some members
requested we go there again. It was a lovely day and there were many
things to see. Our shopping trip in November was to Solihull. By the
number of shopping bags on the coach, I think everyone who came enjoyed
themselves.
Our speakers through the year have been excellent. The latest were Angela
Woodward and Sally Fay George talking about aromatherapy. Everyone at the
meeting was pleased to have a hand massage. I must not forget to mention our very
good speaker in November, Mr. Stephen Griffiths. He showed us slides and talked
about the Mary Rose, with several artefacts to see and touch.
On January 20th 2009 we have had to change our programme, as the speaker we
booked cannot come. Instead we have Mr. Patrick Bowen, talking about antiques. If
members would like to bring a small antique, he will be pleased to talk about it.
Our meeting is held in the Baptist Church hall every third Tuesday of the month at
2p.m. a warm welcome awaits you.
Alys Morris
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Cotswold Carriers
REMOVALS - STORAGE
Full or part loads to and from France, Spain and throughout Europe.
Collections throughout the UK and containerised storage.
Experienced and helpful staff specialist to the antique trade.

“Moving people with care”
Tel: 01608 730500 Fax: 01608 730600
www.cotswoldcarriers.co.uk
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES
At our last guide meeting in December, the girls who are working
towards their BP Award ran a Christmas party for the Guides and also
the older brownies and the four girls who had gained their BP Award
the previous term.
Hollie, Claire and Rosi had organised an excellent evening of fun, with
a Christmas twist and provided prizes and
lovely food and drink for them all.
The evening rounded off with Nicola Baptie,
Amy Hambidge, Laura Martin and Jessica
Wood receiving their BP Award following 18
months of hard work in Guides. They were
presented with their badge and certificate
and a photograph album to celebrate their
achievements. We wish them lots of luck in
the future.
Following these presentations, our three
newest Guides made their promise to
become Guides - Alissa Mann, Alice Webb
and Amy Wilkowski - welcome to 1st Hook
Norton Guides.
On Saturday 13th December, Sarah
organised another trip to the Mirror tent at
Cowley to see the Creative Theatre Company
perform the Hans Christian Anderson Tales.
Once again, this was a superb trip with the
highlight being the hot crepes and drinks
served at half time! Seriously though, this
was a great, entertaining event and we
would recommend it to anyone to watch it
this Christmas.
On Monday 15th December, to finish our very hectic term, 9 Guides visited the old
peoples home at Beechaven, in Chipping Norton.
We sang lots of carols,
accompanied by the guitar, flute and violin. Once again the old people thoroughly
enjoyed the girls entertaining them.
If you would like to know more about
guiding, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
We are always after
volunteers to help with units in and
around the village (Rainbows, Brownies
and Guides) and if you think what we
do appeals to you, please do get in
touch - we have so much fun and
although it is hard work, it is definitely
worth doing.
Julie Wood
julie@hookiewood.freeserve.co.uk
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Domestic & Commercial Groundcare Machinery

Sales, Service, Spare Parts

Shenington Airfield Tel. 01295 680711
bruce@brucehopkins.co.uk

28

29

Structural & Civil Engineering Consultancy
Work undertaken in the following areas:
Refurbishment & conversions
Domestic new build & extensions
Commercial & Industrial buildings
Specialist areas of work:
Stonework
Oak framed structures
3D Engineering
Tel: 0845 241 4705
Mob: 07813 694 680

Email: sean@solid-structures.com
www.solid-structures.com

Solid Stuctures (UK) LTD, The Brewery, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon OX15 5NY

Full range of
Hook Norton Ales
Traditional home cooked food
The Pear Tree Inn
Tel: 01608 737482

Bed and Breakfast
Quiz night - Sundays
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL
Spring is nearly here and the Friends have spawned a great idea for
fundraising. Ever been ‘Frog Racing’? Well, now’s your chance. You will
be glad to know that you don’t need to be a frogman or woman and it’s
no help if you are green and slimy or call Kermit. It’s all about working
with frogs (not live/real) in the School Hall, making friends and
influencing people. If you want to find out more, stretch your legs, make
funny noises and have a lot of fun, then make sure that you sign up for Frog Racing
on March 7. Who knows, you might get to kiss one and surprise yourself. Food will
be provided and we can assure you that it doesn’t involve dead flies.
Many thanks for everyone who came to, and helped at, our Christmas Fayre on
December 5. It was a great success, making more than £3,000.
This year we are looking forward to our latest fund-raising venture - to pay for the
outdoor musical instruments which children are enjoying.
Finally, don’t forget that we are keen to encourage annual payments for the School
Lottery 2009. Ten draws take place throughout the year with a first prize of up to
£100. Remember that more members mean bigger prizes! Interested? Please call our
organiser, Kim Harris, (01608 738156) for more details or contact the school office.
Thanks to everyone for their continued support! We depend on you.
The FOHNS Committee

FIFTH ANNIVERSARY FOR
COMPTON VERNEY
Compton Verney, Warwickshire’s
largest art gallery, celebrates its
fifth anniversary in March. The
gallery was opened to great acclaim
by HRH the Prince of Wales in
2004, and has developed a growing
reputation for its imaginative
programming and activities,
elegantly fusing art, architecture
and landscape to create a
distinctive visitor experience.
A Grade 1 listed Robert Adam
mansion, set within 120 acres of
idyllic ‘Capability’ Brown landscaped
parkland, Compton Verney houses
six collections and a programme of
changing exhibitions. As part of the
fifth anniversary celebrations
visitors can enjoy recently
discovered hidden pathways which
offer improved access and new
views of the gallery and landscape.
The gallery has a fully licensed
award winning café, with a
frequently changing local menu,
ensuring quality, freshness and
supporting the local community.
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lery
Cu t

and Crockery for Hir
e

Are you holding an event that you need to
hire cutlery and crockery for?
Held on the second
Saturday
from 9-12 midday.

I have enough for 120 people including
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls
and serving spoons.

A variety of stalls including
bric-a-brac, collectables,
cakes, plants, cards,
jewellery, and much more.
Lots of bargains!

15p an item, and return it dirty!
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.

To hire a table
(£3.00 / £6.00),
ring Julie Tobin on 737952
The market will be held in
the Memorial Hall

From private dinner parties for 10
to the one off party for 120 guests
all you need to do is call:

Vicky Taylor
on
01295 788924/ 07841910037

All makes vehicle servicing
Competitive prices

Hook Norton, Oxon. OX15 5DD
Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641
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(1 mile North of Hook Norton village)

www.firs-garage.com

OXFORDSHIRE NATURE CONSERVATION FORUM
http://www.oncf.org.uk/
ONCF was set up as an independent organisation in 1993 to create a
united platform for wildlife conservation in Oxfordshire. As far as we know
it is still the only independent forum of its kind in the UK. Today it is an
innovative and expanding partnership of 60 conservation organisations,
farming bodies, environmental and recreational interests and local
authorities. It aims to help safeguard, maintain and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity in Oxfordshire To encourage people from all sectors to enjoy, understand
and become involved with conserving the natural environment of Oxfordshire.
In Oxfordshire there are over 80 groups with over 1,000 volunteers that are actively
working to conserve wildlife in their local 'patch'. These are run by local residents
generally with the support of the parish council. Some may be restoring ponds, while
others are planting trees and hedgerows or managing their churchyard for wildlife.
The work of each local group is vial to provide a mosaic of essential habitats across
the county. The Truly Useful Nature Directory has been put together to provide you
with the contacts that
you need to become
practically involved in
protecting
Oxfordshire's
biodiversity. The
Directory gives you
information on the
main organisations
involved in nature
conservation in
Oxfordshire with their
services and expertise.
ONCF keeps its
members up to date of
events happening in
Oxfordshire with
regards to nature
conservation and of
decisions taken at
national and
international level that
may have implications
for conservation.
We have 3 main
communications,
Bulletin (weekly);
Forum News (triannual); Biodiversity
News (annual) for
which you can sign up
at the website or
contact Cynth Napper
Development Officer,
cynth@oncf.org.uk,
01865 407034
33

RECYCLING –WHAT, WHERE AND WHY!
In many news items recently there have been articles on recycling. Much of the
coverage would have us believe that our recycling efforts are causing a problem or a
waste of time.
The news reflects a change in the market for some recycling materials, due to the
downturn in global consumption. There is a knock-on reduction in demand for
recycled materials to make such things as cardboard boxes (from waste paper),
clothes and toys (from plastic drinks bottles) etc. With this reduction in demand, the
recycled material buyers can demand better quality, so we can all help by increasing
the quality of the recycled materials we put out on a Thursday morning.
Some facts about recycling;
The more we reduce our waste and recycle, the less Cherwell District Council
(CDC) waste disposal costs to landfill will be – this will directly affect our
council tax bills.
Recycling packaging is better for the environment than incineration or
sending to landfill. Recycling packaging back into products uses less energy
than making from new and also reduces green house gas emissions.
Recycling is a good thing to do. It reduces the need to use finite resources
such as oil or metal ore.
Cherwell has one of the highest recycling rates in UK but we can always do more.
Here are a few points of clarification and hopefully some tips on how we in Hooky
can help.
1.

Paper and Cardboard: most paper, cardboard, newspapers, magazines and
directories can be recycled. Things that mess up paper recycling mills are
waxed paper e.g. bread wrappers and junk mail left in the plastic
wallets/bags. So remove these first before recycling. Shredded paper can
also cause a mess in the recycling centres, so place the shredded paper in a
paper bag or box then place it in the blue box.

2.

Plastic bottles: ALL domestic plastic bottles can be recycled including
shampoo, fabric conditioner etc. Just rinse in cold water, remove cap and if
possible remove the label or sleeve. These are recycled back into other
packaging.

3.

Plastic pots, trays: This is the grey area for many people and CDC
information is not very clear. Basically CDC wants the more valuable, cleaner
plastic bottles, but will also accept other plastic packaging such as food
trays, pots etc. Avoid polystyrene (PS) pots such as many yoghurt pots and
foamed trays as they are less valuable. Again rinse and remove any food
scraps. These plastic packs are converted into fuel pellets and burnt for
energy.
Non- packaging plastic items are NOT recyclable e.g. coat
hangers, video tapes, plant pots, toys, sledges etc!

4.

Plastic bags: these are NOT acceptable in the blue bin as they contaminate
the paper recycling. While not currently recyclable, plastic bags are the
lightest, most economic use of materials and have a very useful part to play.
You can recycle clean, plastic bags in the numerous carrier bag
recycling banks in supermarkets e.g. breakfast cereal bags, bread bags,
vegetable bags and carrier bags. These may be recycled into other low grade
films such as silage films or bin liners.
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5.

Aerosols: we only recycle about 15% of aerosols in the UK, and yet they are
ALL safe to recycle and accepted in the blue bins. So just empty, remove
the cap if possible and place in the blue box.

6.

Metal cans: all drinks cans and food cans are readily recyclable in the blue
boxes.

7.

Glass bottles and jars: these should be recycled at the bottle banks by the
school. Not Pyrex and sheet/ flat glass.

8.

Drinks cartons: these CANNOT be placed in the blue bins. These are not
readily recycled in the UK paper mills due to the aluminium and plastic
coatings. They can be recycled separately and our nearest recycling collection
bins are in the CDC Offices car park in Bodicote or at one of the Civic Amenity
sites (tips).

9.

Blue boxes: if you cannot fit all your recyclables in one blue box then you
can get up to 4 free of charge from CDC. See
http://www.cherwell.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=1766 or a blue wheelie bin
for a cost of £20 (delivered).

10.

Home Composting: Composting is not just for keen gardeners. Food scraps
and other biodegradable waste if sent to landfill rot and can give off methane
– a powerful green house gas.
The same waste placed in a
compost bin, composts down
to release just carbon dioxide
and
water.
So
home
composting is a useful disposal
option for a lot of waste such
as uncooked vegetables, fruit,
peelings,
pet
bedding,
cardboard etc.
Loads more
information and how to order a
cheap compost bin (from £17)
from
http://www.recyclenow.com/
home_composting/buy_a_bin

I hope this has been helpful.
Happy recycling and composting!
Peter Skelton
(Low Carbon Hook Norton group)
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Sea Gull Lodge, borders of Cornwall/Devon, Twixt Liskeard/Tavistock, in the Golden Triangle.
Nr Dartmoor, Cotehele NT. Scenic railway, beaches, Eden project.
Comfortable family accommodation,
4 beds, sleeps 8/10, 2 baths, fitted kitchen.
Fantastic views of Tamar valley / Dartmoor.
Quietly situated, swimming
and tennis available.

Reasonable charges all year round.
Call for more info and rates:
01295 788848

email: seagulllodge@googlemail.com

Plumbing & Heating

Please Telephone 01608 7375 50
(A nswer Machine)
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HOOKY PLAYERS
This is probably your very last chance to pick up tickets for
what promises to be one of the group's best productions

'DRACULA the Panto'
There are just a few seats left for Wednesday 4 February and
Thursday 5 February, so telephone the Box Office - Sheila on
01608 730355 - poste haste to avoid disappointment.
Come and boo Dracula, he hates it! and cheer for Richard, he loves it!.
Laugh with the dame and our comedy duo Steak and Kidney and enjoy the
antics of the werewolf. You will be extremely sorry if you miss this production of

DRACULA.
Tickets £6-50 and concession £4-50.
Brian Rider and Richard Wheelton (Co-Directors)

BE PART OF THE
TEAM THAT
MAKES THIS
NEWSLETTER
HAPPEN!
You have read it,
hopefully smiled at
something in it,
learned something
new and now - do you
think you could help
us keep it going?
The newsletter is
funded by our
generous advertisers,
who see the value in
providing local
services to local
people. We need
someone to look after
our advertisers.
All you need is a
computer, a few
hours a month and a
methodical approach
to paperwork. The
rest we can
provide/teach you.
Could you help?
If you think you
could, please ring or
email Andy or Helen
(details on pg. 3)
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A.L SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton. OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112

LOGS
TOP QUALITY, SPLIT, SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
BULK OR BAGS

DAVID RANDALL TREE WORK
01608 738109 / 07831 571176

Specialist in: Wallpapering, Decorative Effects, Spraying, Tiling,
Coving, Glazing, all Interior/Exterior Painting.
References and portfolio available.
Competitive Prices.

Tel: 01295 721206. Mobile: 07790 394625
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GUIDES HOOK NORTON SWAP SHOP
1st Hook Norton Guides (and friends) will be running a "Swap Shop" in
Hook Norton on Saturday 7th March 2009 between 2-4pm at the Study
Centre, Hook Norton Primary School, Sibford Road. Bring along things
you don't want any more (in good condition) and swap them for other
items people bring that you might like to have. Here are some brief guidelines:
No electrical items (health & safety prevents this - sorry).
Do not bring along very large items like furniture / outdoor play equipment
- instead bring along a photograph of the item(s) with your phone number
underneath and we will advertise it on our "large items" exchange board.
Good quality items only please - we reserve the right to ask you to take
home with you things that are unlikely to be wanted.
The Guides will be serving refreshments in aid of the WWF, so stay for a chat
and a drink as well!
You don’t have to bring to take, or vice versa.
The Guides have been working on a project to help protect the planet and reduce our
impact on the environment. Our Swap Shop will help to reduce the amount of rubbish
sent to landfill, it will reduce Hook Norton's carbon footprint and thus reduce our
impact on climate change. Please come along - you don't have to bring anything to
join in and it would be good to see as many people from the local community support
this new venture. It's free, it's fun and it helps to save the planet!
For more details phone
Sarah Gardner,
1st Hook Norton Guides
on 01608 737816

CANTAMUS IN
CHERINGTON - TUESDAY
10 FEBRUARY 2009
There will be an opportunity to
hear Shipston’s a cappella choir,
conducted by Richard Emms,
sing the very beautiful Four-part
Mass by William Byrd on
Tuesday 10 February 2009 at
7.30pm in St John the Baptist
Church, Cherington. This will be
a liturgical performance within a
Communion Service taken by
the Revd Richard Smith.
For lovers of unaccompanied
singing this is a must! Byrd was
the foremost composer during
the reigns of Elizabeth I and
James I and ranked as one of
the most individual and inspired
composers
of
the
late
Renaissance period. For more
information,
please
contact
Brian
Aspery
on:
01608
686927.
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HOOK NORTON TO THE SHETLAND ISLANDS. A PERSONAL JOURNEY.
...continued from December issue
Returned home to RAF Abingdon and at this time my Dad decided that I should go to
Banbury Grammar School so I then went to live with my Grandparents, who had moved
to 1 Bell Hill, for a while and then for a couple of terms with my Aunt Nellie Stratford (
Mum’s sister ) at The Glebe. Didn’t do too well at school so was taken out and placed
in a Secondary Modern School at Larkmead near Abingdon. It was around this time that
my musical tastes were formed. Fanatical Shadows fan and Apache, the number one
hit from 1960 is my all time favourite. As I grew older, I enjoyed Reggae, soul, modern
jazz and Frank Sinatra. 1961 was memorable in that the Berlin Wall was constructed
and Tottenham Hotspur FC won the double. Then in May 1962 we were posted to RAF
Butterworth in Malaya.
The unit was an Australian base and most
families were billeted on the island of
Penang. We had a fabulous bungalow
overlooking the sea and each bedroom was
en- suite. My brother Peter and our wives
returned to Penang last year and the old
house was still there but empty and derelict
so we had a good look around, a really
emotional time. My brother David and I
were sent to boarding school in Kuala
Lumpur on the Malay peninsular and used to travel down by train through the lush
jungle. This is about the time of Beatle mania and we even felt it strongly out there. We
were only here for 15 months before Dad was posted back down to RAF Seletar in
Singapore. We had a quarter on the camp and of course had to change school again.
Saturday November 23 1963 and Dad came home from the market to inform us that
JFK had been assassinated the previous day, such a shock. July 1964 and it was decided
that I would leave Singapore and come home and join the RAF. I came to Hook Norton
and stayed with my Grandparents till late October when I enlisted. During this time met
up with my old friend Phil White and we spent a lot of time playing football in the room
above the Bell Inn and following the Hooky football team around.
Square bashing at RAF Swinderby was followed by a posting to Patrington in East
Yorkshire where I met my future wife Kath. We were courting for about 6 months and
then to my astonishment I was posted to RAF Tengah in Singapore! Of course being so
young there was no chance of marrying so off I went on my own. Left on Boxing Day ‘65
and flew out from Heathrow on a Bristol Britannia which only took 30 hours. Really
strange to be back in Singapore as an airman. While there had detachments to RAF
Labuan in Borneo, Terendak (Mallacca) and RAF Kuantan both in Malaya but of course I
was missing Kath! Came home March ‘67 and got engaged and were married in March ‘68.
Our daughter Keri arrived June 1969 and four weeks later she sat up with us in the early
hours of the morning to watch Armstrong and Aldrin land on the moon. A detachment
to Malta was my only trip during these couple of years. Came down to Hook Norton in
June 1970 to have Keri christened in St Peters Church (when they had pews!!) and then
off to Cyprus for three years. Superb weather and extra cash as you are entitled to an
overseas allowance. Three years just flashed by and then posted to RAF Lindholme near
Doncaster in Yorkshire. Steven was born in June 1974 and two years later during that
fabulous hot summer of 1976 we were on the move again up to RAF Spadeadam near
Carlisle. Nine months here and then on to the radar station in Shetland Islands for our
first tour at RAF Saxa Vord which is Britain’s most northerly point. We were really
impressed with the life style on the island. No trees and usually windy but it still has a
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unique beauty. Children can play out anywhere, hardly any traffic and the local
population so helpful and friendly. Had 18 months here and then down to RAF West
Drayton in London for three years. We actually lived in White Waltham near Maidenhead
and had some good times there even though we had three different houses!
Managed a posting to RAF Bruggen in West Germany as it was then, in October 1981
and had plenty of opportunities to travel around Europe even though not too keen on
driving on the other side of the road! Managed two trips to Berlin which of course was
then divided and had a visit across the border in to East Berlin. You notice the change
from the affluent West immediately. Most of the buildings were shabby and some
derelict with bullet holes all over, a grisly reminder of what the Russians did to Berlin at
the end of the war. Very impressed with the Reichstag and Berlin’s underground
transport system. Only managed 15 months at RAF Bruggen before our Squadron was
disbanded but luckily we were posted to Maastricht in Holland. In April 1982 Argentina
invaded the Falkland Islands much to everybody’s surprise.
Left Holland in the summer of 1984 and back to Shetland where we spent 4 years before
moving to RAF Fylingdales in N. Yorkshire. Lovely area where we lived in Whitby but a
mind numbing job in the golf balls!! 1989 was quite an eventful year what with our
daughter getting married and me doing my four month tour at Mt. Kent in the Falkland
Islands. Very similar to Shetland, hardly any trees, barren and windy. Lots of history
around Port Stanley and the church is a wonderful building. Back to Fylingdales for
another year and then back up to Shetland for 18 months! Left in January 1992 and
then on my last tour of duty to RAF High Wycombe in Buckinghamshire. On leaving
Shetland we purchased a house in east Yorkshire when I left the RAF in 1992 and
settled there for 10 years. Became a postman till 2002 and was then offered a job with
the MOD back at RAF Saxa Vord so jumped at the chance!
Finally reaching the end of this saga, thank goodness I hear some of you cry!! Spent
four years back in Shetland before the station closed which was a shock to everybody
as the radar base was Britain’s first warning of Russian aircraft intruders. So on our way
again this time to RAF Boulmer in Northumberland which is an outstanding county for
its beauty. Couldn’t settle in the job with the MOD here so transferred to RAF Digby in
Lincolnshire after12 months. Once again I found my job tedious and boring in extreme
so after nine months took early retirement and moved back up to Shetland where we
are settled in Cullivoe on the island of Yell. Not sure of our immediate future plans as
our daughter Keri (they live just up the road) and her husband and the grandchildren
are emigrating to New Zealand at the end of the month. Steven our son, and his wife
live on Shetland mainland which is a 20 minute ferry ride away so it may be that we
will be moving again to be nearer them!! That will definitely be the last time!!
My parent’s bought a house in Bloxham
when he came out of the RAF in 1970
and lived there till 1994 when he passed
away. My mother died in April 2003 and
they are both interned in St Mary’s
church in Bloxham. All my brothers have
done well, David is an electronics
engineer in Wallingford, Norman (Carl)
is a journalist and works at the BBC in
London, Peter is a computer genius
working in Cheltenham and the
youngest Stephen is a relief teacher in the Banbury area and me ..well… just an old over
the hill ex military guy, but Kath still loves me!! If anybody would like to contact
me my e-mail address is hooknorton@btinternet.com.
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Paintings, prints, 3 D objects, certificates photos,
tapestries. Choose all your frames in the comfort of
your home. Phone for a free visit.

Hook Norton (01608)-730 306

Academy Framing
ERIC WYATT
no call out charge
WASHING MACHINE - TUMBLE DRYER
COOKER - FRIDGES AND
FRIDGE FREEZERS
Eric Wyatt
6 Round Close Rd, Adderbury
Tel. No. (01295) 810116
Mobile 07831 595898

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly cooked fish and chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4.30 – 8.45pm
Also available for any outside events, private parties, etc.
Tel: 01295 812 811
0779 459849
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RECYCLED COMPOST GIVEN TRIAL AT THE ALLOTMENTS
Have you ever
wondered where the
contents of your brown
bin go? Well, they go
on behalf of Cherwell
County Council to
recycling plants run by
a company called
Agrivert Ltd.,
www.agrivert.co.uk
based near Chipping
Norton. They recycle
our waste into
compost for use
primarily by
farmers, but
recently they have
been able to
supply allotment
associations in
bulk. Hook Norton
Allotment
Association has

recently taken delivery of 10 tonnes of
this compost and will over the next
year see if it makes a difference to
how well the crops grow.

SHROVETIDE
Collop Monday or Shrove
Monday
(23rd
Feb).
Named after the traditional
dish of the day: collops of
bacon served with eggs. In
addition to providing a little
meat, the collops were also
the source of the fat for the
following day's pancakes.
Pancake Day or Shrove
Tuesday - The day on which
all fats and cream had to be
used up. So Shrove Tuesday
is the last chance to indulge
yourself, and to use up the
foods that weren't allowed in
Lent.
Ash Wednesday - the
beginning of Lent.
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NEW CLUB, NEW YEAR, NEW RULES
On December 7th 2008 - it became official!
HNSSC is open. Under the watchful eye of our
chairman Mike Barlow, Ray Gasson along with
our buy a brick winning family, the
Nottinghams cut the ribbon and unveiled the plaque above the entrance to our much
awaited new club house.
The sun shone, our CLUB 08 bitter and mulled wine flowed and the village turned out
en mass to mark this very special
occasion. Along with a visit from
Santa and the brewery dray a
wonderful day was had by all.
Thanks to everyone who made it
possible, especially Ray and the
Gasson family and James and Paula
Clarke at the brewery - Roger, Taffy
and of course the brilliant team of
horses, and John for sshhh- you
know Who !!! With all of the above
safely recorded in the pages of the
clubs history it’s on with business.
We have a bumper filled year ready
and waiting at the club for 2009
including appearances from The
Yetti’s, Blue Meanies, Counterfeit ABBA and Mission Blue as well as all of our sporting
fixtures both on site and on TV
including SKY and Setanta.
We are now also owners of our
very own PVS film licence
which means we can bring
extra events to the club this
year such as kids film nights
and race nights, family film
days and holiday clubs, or for
those of you who want to chill
out with your friends in front of
your favourite film on the big
screen why not hire the club
for parties and celebrations?
Why have the trouble of
meeting up at the local cinema
when you can own one for the
night in the comfort of your
own village. We can also offer hot dogs and burgers from our new kitchen as well as
party food and refreshments - ask for details.
When the good weather hopefully returns in the summer months look out for details
of our coaching programmes. All of our sports sections have excellent training
facilities and we are proud that our Football, Cricket and Tennis sections now hold club
mark standards. Our MUGA hut is getting a refurbishment and should be good as new
in the summer to once again hire out.
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For the grown ups we also hire out the club during day times for corporate days and
training days. Our big screen can easily be set up for power point presentations and
we are now also able to offer refreshment and lunch packages, with only the odd
glimpse of Billy Green on his tractor and the gentle mooing of our herd of neighbours
to disturb you.
We also offer the club to hire for parties and celebrations but
would point out that due to sporting fixtures we cannot
always accommodate your needs or time slots especially
in the summer months.
Whilst all of our Sports clubs are available to join (a
list of sports contacts can be found on the web site)
we would like to point out that HNSSC Bar and club
room is a members only club, anyone wishing to join
socially should do so via a membership application.
Adult members of our sports clubs gain automatic
membership of the social club once they have paid their
annual subscription to their chosen sport for
themselves, and can top up by an extra £5 should they
wish to include their families or partners and use the clubroom
during opening times outside of sporting activities.
Junior sports members are NOT members of The Social Club unless included in family
social membership! Under 8’s are not permitted without a responsible Adult. Under
14’s must have adult guidance after 9pm.
Club opening times will change according to season. At present, during our winter
programme of events, opening times are :
Fridays
7- 11.30 pm (except during private parties)
People wishing to take part in bingo or quizzes should pay the appropriate fee.
Saturdays

12.30 - 7.30 pm

Sundays

12.00 - 6pm (subject to change )

(Tuesday 6- 10pm When a first team football match is taking place at home.
For non members & people wishing to watch football at the pitch side a gate fee
must be paid)
We also open the kitchen hatch on most Saturday mornings during
junior football season so that you can keep warm with a hot cuppa and
a bacon buttie whilst watching your future David Beckhams and Frank
Lampards. As with everything at the club, this is a voluntary
service and we would ask for your patience and
understanding in the way in which it is run alongside our
social club (a licensed members only club).
Joan and Windsor Matthew run a very successful whist
club on a Monday evening should anyone wish to join, I’m
sure they will be happy to have a chat. (Private hire night,
no club facilities).
With Wednesdays and Thursdays set aside for meetings and club concerns and later
in the summer, cricket and Aunt Sally nights we have a pretty full schedule ahead.
All that remains is to wish everyone a HAPPY NEW YEAR and we hope to see you
very soon, from all at www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk
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Select & Save @ The Village Shop
High Street, Hook Norton, Oxon, OX15 5NQ
Tel 01608 737245, Fax 01608 737481
E-mail:- enquiries @villageshophooky.co.uk
Monday to Friday 7am –8pm
Saturdays 8am – 8pm
Sundays 8am – 6pm

Our flower department is blooming marvellous. Our trained
florists can make you anything to order. Are you going to a
party, want a gift or a Valentine, an extra special treat?
We also do weddings, events & funerals.
Remember to get your order in early – our flowers come
direct from Holland on temperature controlled lorries.
Don’t forget our supplies of fresh bread, meat,
cheeses, vegetables, salads and fruit.
A night in with a bottle of wine and a DVD?
Or gorgeous cakes to go with a warming cup of tea...
No problem.

All here in your local village shop!
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THEATRE
By now Dracula will have thrilled us in the Memorial Hall - oh
yes it will!
Time to look further afield!
It is good to report that Chippy Theatre has an excellent
Arthur Miller play on - 25th & 26th February - "Death of a Salesman" - do go to see
this if you can.
Our other near neighbour, The Mill at Banbury, is also giving us the chance to see an
award-winning play; a recent West End success, Marie Jones' "Stones in His Pockets".
A major Hollywood film studio descends on a village in rural Ireland and needs extras
from the local community - enough said! This is on 10th & 11th February.
At the same time in Oxford at The Playhouse, 10th-14th February, we have "The
Convict's Opera" - apparently based on John Gay's "The Beggar's Opera". It is a joint
production by Sydney Theatre Company & Out-of-Joint and gives us the Opera
performed by 'real' convicts whilst at sea and bound for Australia. Set in a London
they will never see again they take on the roles of highwayman Macheath and sweet
Polly Peachum - sounds promising.
Oddly enough we saw a similar idea performed at The Watermill last year - the
convicts on that occasion acted out George Farquhar's "The Recruiting Officer" - both
moving and enjoyable.
Last time I mentioned "Don John" by the Cornish-based Kneehigh Theatre at Stratford
- it transfers to Warwick Arts Centre 24th-28th February - good reviews continue.
The same company crops up at Northampton Theatre Royal with another West End
success, believe it or not, Noel Coward's "Brief Encounter". Adapted for the stage it
is described as 'a very grown-up fairy story'. This is on 13th to 28th February. Makes
a change for a film to become a play. Can't wait to see it.
Finally the author of the highly acclaimed play "Art", French dramatist Yasmina Reza,
has 2 plays showing. At Cheltenham's Everyman her new play "God of Carnage" is
described as 'a fierce and very funny satire'. This shows between 16th & 21st
February whilst for the whole of February the Watermill at Newbury has "Life X 3" said to have a touch of Ayckbourn but with a little French chic!
Alan Ayckbourn himself is represented by his new play "Life and Beth" at Malvern
between 16th and 21st February - we are already booked to see it at Bath. His prolific
output is diminishing but hopefully not the quality!
I am sure you will find something here to chase away the winter blues.
John Wheatley

SALON 2 & KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE COLLECTION
Happy New Year to all our clients.
Thank you to everyone who helped with our collection for Katharine House
Hospice. We raised £343.00 which was gratefully received by
them.
So thank you to everyone for not buying me all those
fattening Chocolates!!
I love you all!! Sandra
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MORE THAN 20
YEARS
HAIRDRESSING
EXPERIENCE

DISCOUNTS FOR
GROUPS AND "ADULT
WITH PRE-SCHOOL
CHILD" BOOKINGS

BOTH SEXES
AND ALL AGES
CONTEMPORARY &
MODERN STYLES

TELEPHONE WENDY ON
07779 737718
FOR ENQUIRIES OR APPOINTMENTS

Having difficulty cutting your toenails ?
I can help
Rosy Miles-Hamilton B.S.Y.A.
Registered footcare practitioner

for
Home visits
Tel: 01608 737389 or 07816 039180
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK - MID NOVEMBER - MID JANUARY 2009
What a cold start to this year we have had, but in the sunshine it is a pleasure to be
walking around the footpaths in and around Hook Norton.
Archie Bullard phoned to say that on 19th November at about midday, in a field between
the viaduct and Wigginton fields by the brook, was a White Stork pecking about in the
grass, which he managed to take an excellent photograph of and which was featured in
the Banbury Guardian in early December. The bird flew off mid afternoon.
A first for us was a Linnet in our back garden on 16th November. Four Lapwings were
seen flying over the East End on 25th November and five on the 5th January. Linda
Wong, for the first time that she could remember, had a Bullfinch in her garden on
26th November. In a garden in the East End a female Blackcap was seen at the
beginning of December. Christopher Barry, who lives in the East End, emailed to say
that for the first time ever in all the years he has been in the village, on 13th
December, there was a Goldcrest on his nut server.
Interestingly enough Linda
Wong, who lives in the East End, emailed to say that a Goldcrest comes to the garden
several times a day to search for spiders and insects in the honeysuckle in front of
their kitchen window. Linda comments that it is lovely to see it so close up. We had
a Goldcrest in our garden in the East End, for the very first time, on 15th December
at the same time as a male Blackcap. On the wildlife pond a dozen Canada Geese
were seen by Linda Gasson on 22nd December. I had a phone call from a local
resident to say that on 28th November they had a Marsh Tit, Goldcrest, Blue, Great
and Coal Tits and Goldfinches in their garden. I find it very interesting how many of
us have had a Goldcrest in our gardens over the past two months.
All of you who have read my article over the last few years will know how much I enjoy
looking out for my first birds of the new year and on 1st January we did very well this year
with many of our usual birds, plus a Cormorant flying over and a male Sparrowhawk which
has recently taken to flying through our garden and landing on the right hand fence. It is
a beautiful looking bird, but not one we want to see much of, but so far only have the
evidence of one bird being taken, so we are not too displeased. My favourite sighting has
been the Song Thrush which has come every day recently and I am sure you have the same
scenario of the Blackbirds vying for supremacy for the food and chasing every other bird
away including the Song Thrush, which moves around the garden getting what it can, but
one can only think that this happens a lot and the Thrush has adapted accordingly.
Christopher Barry also wrote about the Redwings being active eating the holly berries in
his garden. Both this bird and the Fieldfare have been around in large numbers, but I
have not seen any this year although, of course, it would be easy to miss them flying over.
The Waxwings are around, so we should be looking out for these lovely birds.
On
Christmas Day Linda Wong had a Blackcap in her garden and the Goldcrest continues to
flit in and out. She says she saw either a Marsh or Willow Tit on 12th January. These
birds are notoriously difficult to tell apart, unless you hear them calling, but one of our
books says that Willow Tits are not seen at birdtables in winter. She has seen Long-tailed
Tits often in the late afternoon and there have been many sightings of these lovely birds
who have a recognisable call as they fly through. Linda has also seen a pair of Pied Wagtails.
I was interested to receive an email from Naomi Bowen, in Wigginton, who had 3 Common
Darter Dragonflies sunning themselves on the south facing wall of her house on 24th October.
A Fox was seen in East End sitting in the middle of the road at 04.00 on 6th December.
On 10th January a Fox ran across the road at the top of South Hill. A Muntjac was in
the back fenced garden of a home in The Shearings and the gate had to be opened
to let it out, so the question is how did it get in there?
Thank you very much for getting in touch with me. Please contact me with your
sightings. Geraldine Moore Tel: 730236 email: geraldine.moore1@btinternet.com
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N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
SKIP HIRE & SKIP BAGS
YOU BAG IT - WE BIN IT!!
SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skip loaders – Full Range of diggers from half ton upto
20 ton – Sit on Rollers – Dumpers – Mixers – Wacker
plates – Full range of aggregates – Concrete blocks Bricks – Sand – cement –
Shingles for driveways and gardens –
Top soil – Mulch – Woodchips

SKIP THE REST & SKIP WITH THE BEST!!
Phone: 01608 730215 Fax: 01608 730125
e mail: jackiewise@btconnect.com WEBSITE: nlmatthews.co.uk
FERRIS HILL FARM, SIBFORD ROAD HOOK NORTON, OXON OX15 5JY
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS CHRISTMAS CANTER 2008
Sunday 21st December saw the second running of the Hook Norton
Harriers 'Christmas Canter', a multi terrain race run partly on road, but
mostly off road, of six country miles.
It was a bright clear day, so we were hoping to equal at least last years
entry of runners, with the promise of a hot mince pie and a glass of
mulled wine to all the finishers. In the event, we had approximately
double last years numbers (giving rise to a mince pie problem - Colette
and Kerrie to the rescue!). We had good support from some of the local
running clubs, with the usual knotty calf brigade turning out for a
friendly, low key, pre-Christmas trot. Also a handful of seriously good
runners, who stormed home in impressive times. Sadly, there was little
support from Hook Norton Villagers, such as Footballers, Cricketers, or
Tennis players, or even
fancy dress recreational
runners, which considering
this was a fundraiser for
the
splendid
and
impressive new clubhouse,
seemed like an opportunity
missed.
We were a little stretched
on the man/woman power
front and could have done
with two or three more
helpers, so if you want to
join in and help out next
year, we would be very
pleased to hear from you.
Generally speaking, the
event was friendly and well
received,
with
some
runners wearing Santa hats
or wings. I think next year
we will introduce a special
award for the best hat or
most original use of tinsel!
Thanks to all who helped
out - special mention to
Colette and Kerrie, life
savers as usual, and roll on
the summer Hooky 6.
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MJB General Services Limited
Qualified Electrician Painting Decorating
Carpentry Brickwork Property Maintenance
No job too small All work considered
No obligation quotations Fully insured
2 Nil Farm Cottages, Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 730322 or 07711 669434

Swalcliffe Park Equestrian
Livery Yard & Cross Country
Swalcliffe Grange Banbury Oxon OXI5 5EX
(formally Grange Farm Stables)

Full Livery

Cross Country Course

in small exclusive yard
set in quiet rural surroundings
Floodlit school.

with training fields
Jumps 2'3"-3'6"
2 water complex
Available for Hire
Contact 01295 780206
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HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB – JANUARY 2009
Match Results
Floodlit League
At the moment our first and second teams are fourth and fifth
in Division 1; our third team is fifth in Division 2 and our fourth
team is fourth in Division 4.
Winter League (Weekend)
Currently, our A team is second in Division 1; our B team is
fourth in Division 2 and our C team is top of Division 4.
Future Events
The tennis club AGM will take place in March.
Junior coaching – 2009
Junior tennis coaching re-started on Tuesday
13th January for a 5 week term. Mini tennis red
and orange sessions will continue to be held at
the Hook Norton Primary School with mini tennis
green and junior sessions taking place at the
tennis club.
If you would like to book a place please contact Marc Gilkes on 01295 265085 or
marcgilkes@fsmail.net
Adult Coaching – 2009
Ladies coaching began on Tuesday 20th January, 10.00am-11.30am. For more
information please contact Marc Gilkes on 01295 265085 or email
marcgilkes@fsmail.net
Steve Bone has re-commenced his weekend coaching every third Sunday – contact
Sean Callery for more details. Email: sean@caller.demon.co.uk
Elaine Priestley

HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
New Year's resolution to do more exercise or to take up a sport you
haven't played for a few years? Well now's the time to brush the
dust off those whites and join us for winter nets. There are sessions
for Seniors from the 1st of March every Sunday right through until
the middle of April, 6-8pm at Chipping Norton Leisure Centre. Do
just turn up and give it a try. Junior sessions are running in
Bloxham every other Saturday from the 7th March, for this you
need to contact the Junior club in advance.
We're already looking for those first signs of spring so come and
join us!
Seniors contact Tim Lunel (730446), Juniors Paul White (730031)

FARMERS MARKETS
In Hooky we are lucky to be within reach of 3 Farmer’s Markets.
Thames Valley Farmers' Market Co-operative runs those in Chippy and Banbury,
while in Deddington it is a local group.
Buying at farmers' markets helps to
support local farmers and producers and reduces your carbon footprint. There are
no middlemen involved, and no profits for supermarkets and their shareholders.
All part of supporting local people working locally in this time of credit crunch!
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FRANCIS MORDAUNT

MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the Open College of Foot Health Professionals
Member of the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
To enquire about a home visit please telephone:

01295 730615
Professional Foot Care in Your Own Home

FARMHOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM
SWALCLIFFE
Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful
th
surroundings in our comfortable 18 C
Farmhouse

CONTACT: BARBARA TAYLOR
TEL 01295 780206
www.swalcliffegrange.com

MICHAEL HEMMINGS
Carpenter & Joiner

Tel: 01608 737069
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, DOORS,
WINDOWS, PURPOSE MADE JOINERY, HOME
IMPROVEMENTS, RESTORATION WORK.
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HOOK NORTON (SENIOR SECTION) FOOTBALL CLUB
As the fog began to descend on an ever-freezing Thames side pitch at Henley Town
in the 25th minute of extra time with the clubhouse clock showing 10.05pm in
Hooky’s Third Round Oxfordshire Senior Cup match in early January, just a few weeks
ago, I suddenly remembered why I now prefer to watch the ‘beautiful game’ rather
than play it. Without doubt, it was brass monkey weather! But, the good news is that
Hooky won the tie and are through to the Quarter Finals of this prestigious competition.
As well as success so far in this competition, the First Team is still involved in both
the Floodlit Cup and the Supplementary Cup. Wouldn’t it be nice to adorn the trophy
cabinet in the new clubhouse with still further silverware? Watch this space!
Meanwhile, both the First and Second Teams continue to perform more than
adequately in their respective divisions; whilst neither team expects to win its
championship, it nevertheless has every cause to remain optimistic about a top 6/8
finish at the end of the season.
Prior to the Senior Cup match to which I have already referred, both teams have
suffered as a result of a succession of postponements due to a combination of flooded
and frozen pitches. Despite there still being plenty of the winter left, the club is hoping
that the weather will be kinder for the remainder of this football season. Only time
will tell.
As if weather problems aren’t enough for our groundsman Billy Green to contend with,
he is now having to cope with a plague of moles on and around the pitch. That said,
we remain confident that Billy will have the last laugh in respect of this nuisance!
Whilst the playing of football is obviously the core part of our ‘business’, the club never
ceases to forget and cherish the memory of those who have loyally represented and
been associated with the club but who, unfortunately, are no longer with us. At this time
of the year, we always remember the late Ian Willoughby who died nine years ago
whilst playing for Hooky at The Bourne. As a consequence, our thoughts are with Ian’s
close family and especially with Kay and Hannah. The stand bearing Ian’s name is,
without doubt, a fine testimony to his memory. We are so glad we did it.
Finally, as always, we thank you for your continuing support and encouragement
which makes everything we do seem so worthwhile. We, in turn, will continue to fly
the flag for Hook Norton and its surrounding area. See you shortly and don’t forget
the club’s fundraising Race Night at the clubhouse on Saturday 7th February 2009 at
8.00pm. Everyone is welcome.
Up the Hooky! Geoff ‘Jesse’ James

WEATHER PERMITTING - the local derby against Banbury United with be on Tues
10th February, Kick-off at 7.30pm. Come and cheer the brave lads on!

2009 BREWERY SEASONAL BREWS
I know that some of you like to plan ahead, so here is the trade list.
January & February: Double Stout
August: Summer Haze (a wheat beer)
March: First Light
September: Copper Ale
April: 303AD
October: Flagship
May: Cotswold Lion
November: Steaming On
June: Inspired
December: Twelve Days
July: Haymaker
[Athough I suspect there might be the odd special brewed in July for certain village
events! Ed.]
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CALENDAR
FEBRUARY
3

7:30 pm

Local History Group

4-7 Evening DRACULA...the Panto! Memorial Hall (matinee
performance on 7th)
6 Evening Playgroup Fashion
Exchange at Sports &
Social Club
7 7:30 pm Horse Race Night - Sports
& Social Club
12 11.00am Wheelers and Squealers
12 7:30 pm Parish Council Meeting
13 7.00pm Family Bingo - Sports &
Social Club
14 9–12am Village Market
14 Evening Blue Meanies – Sports &
Social Club
15 10am
JAM service - St Peter’s
Church
16–20
Primary School closed –
February Holiday

17 2.00 pm WI Meeting “Modelling the
Past for the Future” David
Day – Baptist Hall

17 Daytime ‘Dance Like the Stars’
children’s half term
activity, venue tbc
18 7:30 pm Garden Club
20 7.00pm Family Bingo - Sports &
Social Club
21 7pm for Hook Norton Film Society
8pm 'Rivers & Tides’
21 7.30pm Baptist Church 'Just
Desserts' – Quiz Night
25 6.30–
Police Surgery 7.30pm Memorial Hall
26 10:30 am Carry on Learning

26 7-10pm Busy Bees Craft Club
27 7.15pm Quiz Night - Sports &
Social Club

MARCH
3

7:30 pm Local History Group

4

7.45pm Church Lent Meeting –
Hook Norton Primary
School
7.00pm Family Bingo - Sports &
Social Club
2-4pm Guides Swap Shop - Hook
Norton School Study
Centre
7pm for Hook Norton Film Society
8pm 'The Orphanage’
Tbc
FOHNS Frog Racing Night
(adults) – School Hall
7:30 pm Low Carbon Hook Norton
7.45pm Church Lent Meeting –
Hook Norton Primary
School
11.00am Wheelers and Squealers
7:30 pm Parish Council Meeting
12-6pm Cheltenham Horse Race
Day - Sports & Social Club
9–12 am Village Market

6
7

7
7
11
11

12
12
13
14

14 7:30 pm H.N. Arts Society Quiz
Night – Visitors Centre
15

Hook Norton Village
Newsletter Copy Date
15 10.30am JAM service - Baptist Church

17 2.00 pm WI Annual General Meeting
& Mini Show– Baptist Hall
18 7:30 pm Garden Club
20 7.00pm Family Bingo - Sports &
Social Club
21 7pm for Hook Norton Film Society 8pm Silent movie
25 6.30 –
Police Surgery 7.30pm Memorial Hall
25 7.45pm Church Lent Meeting – Hook
Norton Primary School
26 10:30 am Carry on Learning
26 7-10pm Busy Bees Craft Club

27 7.15pm Cricket Quiz Night - Sports
& Social Club
28 7.30pm Baptist Church 'Just
Desserts' – Music Night
29

British Summer Time begins

Find a copy of the Newsletter and a rolling twelve month village diary at
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Printed by KMS Litho, Hook Norton. 01608 737640

