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FROM THE EDITORS

Sadly we report the deaths of
Colin Scarrett aged 84, James
Stacey aged 93, Laurie Heath
aged 74 and Ken Wilkes aged
61. On behalf of the village we
send our condolences to their
families and friends.
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Firstly, we apologise for getting
both the June and August issues out behind the normal schedule and will try to
get back on track for future issues.
Please note the new email addresses this month. The old one will continue to
work for a few months yet but we’d appreciate it if you could use the new ones
in future.
The new email is part of a few changes in the way the newsletter will be produced
in future. Both Helen and Martin will have been involved with the newsletter for
10 years this Christmas. Andy is a relative new boy at only 8 years but we could
all do with a change.
Consequently, the three of us have shifted what we do and have all realised how
much time each of our tasks take up. The fortnight between copy deadline and
the first of the following month can get rather hectic for the three of us but being
able to share the work would make things easier. So if the budding publisher or
designer in you is itching to express itself, please let one of us know.
Your help would be appreciated.
Andy
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

Helen
helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

Copy and Advertising Deadline
February
April
June
August
October
December
Text for Village Activities - FREE
(A small donation is welcome)

15th January
15th March
15th May
15th July
15th September
15th November
Inserts for Village Activities
On request from Malcolm Black

ADVERTISING INFORMATION
ADVERT TYPE

ADVERT SIZE

COST PER ISSUE

Third of a page

128mm wide x 60mm high

£8.00

Half of a page

128mm wide x 90mm high

£12.00

Commercial Inserts A5 x 1000 Inserts

£20.00
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BLOXHAM VILLAGE MUSEUM

Next door to the Church in
Bloxham stands the Old Court
House, the ground floor of which
has been our Village Museum for
the past thirty years.
We pride ourselves in having a
different exhibition every year, which includes
items from our huge range of artefacts.
We open EVERY Saturday, Sunday and Bank
Holiday Monday afternoons between Easter Day
and the Saturday when the clocks go back in
the autumn. Visitors are made most welcome
and Children are given a quiz to do which keeps
them interested and is also educational.
We only charge 50p entry and accompanied
children 10p.
This year’s exhibition is called an A - Z of Bloxham and there are items
covering every letter in the alphabet apart from X. Please come and see us
and bring your friends. We do take groups round by arrangement outside
our normal opening hours.
Contact the Registrar: Peter Barwell on 01295 721256
or email peter.barwell@btinternet.com

HOOK NORTON W .I.

The speaker for our May meeting was Mais Appleton who came to give
us a talk about the Associated Country Women of the World.
The Association was started in 1933 and is the largest rural
woman’s organisation covering 70 countries. It is involved in
helping out women, especially in the third world not only with
money but friendship wherever it is needed.
The competition was for an old coin which was won by Eve
Symons.
At our June meeting Geraldine Moore was the speaker. She gave
a fascinating talk accompanied by a power point presentation of
various species of wild life that we would find in Hook Norton. She held
everyone’s attention by involving us all as she described each picture. She
also played bird songs to help us identify birds in our own gardens.
Nancy Longmore won the competion for a picture of a bird.
Our next meeting will be a Garden Party at 10, Hollybush Road.
All guests are welcome.
On August 18th we will be visiting Sudeley Castle.
If anyone would like to join us please contact Janice Black on 01608
730668 for details.
Doreen McLaughlin and Janice Black
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ST PETER’S HOOK NORTON 2010 NATURE CALENDAR

The St Peter’s Church 2010 Nature Calendar, designed with photographs by
Patrick Fox, is now on sale at St Peter’s and the Village Shop. This stunning A4
wall calendar features seasonal images of landscapes and wildlife, many of which
were taken in, or near to, Hook Norton. All proceeds go to St Peter’s.
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RED CROSS COLLECTION

A big thank you to the generous
people of Hook Norton who donated an
amazing £442.00 in the house to house
collection in May. Despite these difficult times this was a record for Hook
Norton and was a very significant contribution to the £8013 raised in the
Banbury area. Much of the success of the village collection is due to the
wonderful team of collectors, many of whom have knocked on doors for
many years come rain or shine. Many thanks to them all.
Anne Evans

HOOK NORTON 2020

What will Hooky be like in 2020? A kid entering school this year could be
leaving secondary school in 2020 so what will their village be like? There
are going to be significant changes to our planet, country and community
over this period. Climate change will make it warmer and wetter. Peak oil*
will mean we are likely to have far less energy to support out lifestyles. With
energy prices doubling in the last four years and going up between 200-400%
by 2020 this is going make village life very different. It is increasingly hard to
ignore the reality that change is coming. So the question now must be. What
change do we want?
There is no reason why change has to be negative. Embracing this issue in
a progressive constructive way could lead to positive improvements to our
community; locally grown food, more local work, locally generated power, more
bikes and fewer cars and potentially a stronger more self reliant village.
Other communities from Totnes to Tynedale all across the UK are doing just this
and then acting upon their ideas whether it is creating local food exchanges,
building community funded wind turbines or undertaking group improvements
on their homes, they are proactively planning their futures.
Low Carbon Hook Norton Group wants to do the same and is seeking to create
a collective vision for the village over the next 10-15 years and we want your
input. From the big idea to the very smallest, from the far out to the pragmatic
this village belongs to us all. LCHN is seeking to start a conversation with the
Parish council, the local school and you the residents about our shared future
so we can all start working towards it.
We want to engage with as many people as possible at an event in
October so if you would like to bring ideas on how this event could
work please come to our next planning meeting on Tuesday 8th
September at 7.30pm at the Brewery Visitor Centre.
Charlie Luxton & Tim Lunel
*Peak oil is the point at which Oil extraction reaches its maximum level before
it starts to fall. The majority of predictions put this between 2010 and 2016
and is likely to have a significant impact on energy prices and the global
economy.
See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peak_oil or http://peakoil.org.uk/
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Reading Matters Book Club

We are a very friendly and informal group who meet on the second Wednesday
of the month at 2.30 pm in the Hook Norton library. The meetings are
democratic with a different member volunteering to chair the group and lead
the discussion each month. Our first meeting in May was a great success with
16 people attending. We read one book per month and have already done
Mr Pip by Lloyd Jones and Old Filth by Jane Gardam. The next 3 books we
have chosen are Case Histories by Kate Atkinson, The True History Of The
Kelly Gang by Peter Carey and The Penelopiad by Margaret Atwood. We are
currently reading Swallowing Grandma by Kate Long.
If anyone wants any information or is interested in coming to an
evening group if that is more convenient please contact
Kerrie McCormick on 01608 737350.

Hook Norton Local History Group

The new season gets underway on Tuesday 1st September when Barbara Hicks,
Barbara & Pat Summerell will be giving a talk entitled "Emigration from Hook
Norton". Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month in the Brewery
Visitor Centre starting at 7.30pm. Annual Membership is £10 for an individual
and £19 for two people at the same address. Non members are welcome to attend the meetings, however, there is a modest £2 charge for attending individual
meetings.
For further information please contact the secretary, David McGill, on
737103.

Garden Club

June was a good month for visits; although the weather was changeable
19 members enjoyed a visit to the Old Vicarage gardens at Bledington. The
splendid garden was full of colour provided by a variety of roses, shrubs,
trees, herbaceous plants and vegetables. Our hosts then laid on some
exquisite home made refreshments. The following week Mary Powell escorted
two groups around the conservation wild flower meadow (SSSI). It was a
wonderful warm (hot) summer's day and the butterflies and bees were busy.
Many Pyramid and Bee orchids were spotted as well as the usual meadow
plants. Thank you, Mary, for sharing these delights with us.
We have one more evening visit in July before it's time to start thinking of
the autumn; the Autumn Show will be held in St Peter's Church on the 19th
September so remember to take photographs over the summer - subjects on
your calendar.
The members only annual visit on 27 September will be a return to Wisley - a
firm favourite. Entry to Wisley will be free as the club is affiliated to the RHS
so only the coach fare will be payable.
If you want to join the trip you can sign up and become a garden club member
at the Autumn Show - £3 or £5 for a couple valid until the end of 2009.

9
August2009_template.indd 9

30/07/2009 21:33:37

1st Hook Norton Guides

I went on my third Guide camp in May this year. This time we went to a campsite
near Cheltenham for four days. The weather was sunny for most of the time, but
we did get completely drenched on Wednesday and had to squeeze under the
mess tent to keep dry. We did lots of activities, including archery, grass sledging
and mountain biking. I enjoyed all of the activities we did; I especially liked a
trail we went on with a group of 5 Guides when we had to travel along long ropes
with a glass of water in our
hands trying not to spill it. I
managed to keep half a glass
of water until the end. I really
enjoyed making a bivouac
with Hannah and Martha,
helped by Claire and Rosie for
our Baden Powell Challenge. A
bivouac is not even a tent, just
a roof to help shield you from
the weather. It was really fun
as the slightest movement
or sound from outside made
us jump out of our skins!!
The food was good too, the
spaghetti bolognaise was my
favourite.
I always enjoy camp. It’s always good to see Martha because I don’t go to school
with her, and we get wet and messy and it’s a laugh.
Since guide camp, my guide unit has done a number of fun activities . We went
Crayfishing with our Dads for Father’s day. My dad and I caught 4 crayfish
and the last one we caught
was huge. I fell in and got
completely drenched, I had
tonnes of water in my shoes!
We also went to The Warriner
School farm, we looked at all
the animals including sheep,
horses, pigs and their piglets
and cows. I loved the little
piglets because they came
right up close to us and they
were so cute! I also enjoyed it
when we walked to Sugarswell
Farm. On the way to the farm,
we played a game called
‘Dead Ants’ which is where
each guide had to shout ‘Dead Ants!’ and everyone has to get on the ground and
pretend to be a dead ant. When we got to the farm, we picked some strawberries
to take home for tea.
Overall I’ve really enjoyed guides this summer and can’t wait to come back next
term to see my friends and do more fun activities!
Sophie Martin
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HOOK NORTON OIL PURCHASING SYNDICATE

Following a presentation by Total Butler a number of villagers are getting together
to form a bulk oil purchasing scheme.
The benefits of the scheme are;
• Fixed discount price for all members. The greater the volume purchased
by the syndicate the greater the discount to all the members no matter
the size of your order.
• Reduced tanker traffic flow through the village so easing congestion
• Reduction in the carbon foot print of both the village and Total Butler
• A baby tanker will make deliveries to those with access restrictions to
their oil storage tank
• Total Butler will return to Hook Norton charities 0.25p for every litre
purchased
There is no fee or charge to join the syndicate. Every other month each member
will be contacted to see how much oil, if any, they wish to order. There is no
obligation to place an order every time you are contacted. The syndicate coordinator will then contact Total Butler who will provide a discount price for the
syndicate. This will be notified to each member and the bulk order then placed.
After delivery, each member will receive an individual invoice from the company
for their purchase.
The scheme is based on a similar successful scheme operating in Burbage
Wiltshire (for details see Burbage Energy Management Scheme BEAM on the
internet) where the price obtained has matched or bettered the lowest price for
oil that can be found on the internet.
If you are interested in becoming a member please send your name, telephone
number and e-mail address to William Stubbs 01608 737767
e-mail; williamandmarie.stubbs@btinternet.com

FRIENDS OF
HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
AGM 2009
The Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Hook Norton
Community Library will take place on
Monday, 7 September 2009 at 7.30 pm
at the Brewery Visitors Centre
Hook Norton

The formal proceedings will be followed by a literary entertainment.
Refreshments will be served.
Everybody is very welcome.
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BAPTIST CHURCH

On a recent trip to the Orkneys I visited the “Italian
Chapel”. This is a beautiful little Roman Catholic place
of worship on the tiny, windswept island of Lambholm. It
was created by Italian prisoners of war who were billeted
there during world war II and given the task of building
barriers between 5 of the islands to make Scapa Flow
a more secure anchorage for British warships, following
the disastrous sinking of the “Royal Oak” aircraft carrier there by a German
U-Boat in 1939. Among the Italians was a very artistic man who got permission
to turn one of their Nissen Huts into a chapel. It is beautifully decorated from
floor to ceiling with coloured tiles, painted frescos and designs, and fitments
made of plaster, stone, wood and metal. Only it’s shape gives away the fact
that it is actually a Nissen hut.( A semi-circular construction of corrugated iron,
originally bricked-up at both ends apart from a doorway and 2 windows.)
Outside is a statue of St. George slaying the dragon, cleverly fashioned from
concrete, also created by this artistic prisoner and his friends, who also beautified
other parts of the camp by laying concrete paths and planting flowers.
I was touched by the fact that this man, Domenico Chiocchetti, in what could
have been a very depressing situation for him (a prisoner miles from home on a
tiny island in a harsh climate), chose to make the best of his situation by using
his God-given talents to, a) Glorify God, and b) improve the lives of his fellow
prisoners in a practical way, and by providing an incentive whereby their own
talents could be developed and their self-esteem could grow.
The rest of the camp buildings have long disappeared but the chapel, now looked
after by an inter-denominational committee, has been lovingly cared for and
used by local people, since being restored in the 1960’s by Sr. Chiocchetti himself
on a return visit.
The obvious lesson is, of course, that we should always try to make the best
of our circumstances, even though they may be far from ideal. I think it is
significant, too, that this man wanted to honour his God. His first thought was
not to build a pub or a bingo hall or a golf course, but a chapel. “Those who
honour me,” says God in 1 Samuel 2 verse 30,”Will I honour.”
Thirdly, the plain Nissen hut could have been used as it was for Christian worship,
but Sr. Chiocchetti and his friends chose to beautify it and make it special. We
should give of our best to God.
DATES TO REMEMBER………
August 3rd to 6th; HOLIDAY CLUB
“Circus Fantastica” for 5 to 11 year olds , each morning, 10 am to 12 noon.
Apply to Janice Quartermain or Church Office.
Sept 11th; “Christians Together” Meal and meeting at Gt. Rollright village
Hall. In preparation for “MISSION “2010
Sept 27th; “Back to church” Sunday.
If you haven’t been for a while, come and join us for a special service.
Oct 4th; Harvest Service with a speaker from the London City Mission.
Dorothy Smith 737266. (Rev) John Taylor 737315
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HOOKY PLAYERS

By the time of going to press the Players summer show
‘Dying To Meet You’ will have passed into history.
It was the seventeenth production since the formation of
the group in 2001. We have had a great deal of fun whilst
rehearsing the play, which has certainly been one of our
funniest. This comedy/farce saw two new members making
their debut with us, in the persons of John McCormick (all the
way from ‘down under’) and Sharon Hewitt-Gray. Both proved
an immediate success and we hope they will stay with us for future productions.
We have, unfortunately, lost James Rooney to university life but we wish him all
the best.
Once again we will be approaching Pantomime auditions for both adults and
children. These will be held in September, so watch out for the posters in late
August. Dates are already booked for the pantomime and are for 7th - 14th
February 2010, to accommodate children going on the Yenworthy trip with the
school.
Early signs, from our recent committee meeting, are that St. George and the
Dragon is likely to be the show. Written by myself and Norman Robbins, St.
George has all the traditional characters, i.e., Dame, Villains, Comics, Principal
Boy, Hero and Chorus parts for many, not to mention some great songs.
Although parts will be allocated after the auditions, rehearsals will not commence
until early November, when it is hoped the cast will already have made a stab at
learning their words ready to start.
New members are always welcome, both on the stage and behind the scenes,
and can contact either myself or the Secretary, Teresa Hughes on 737070.
Brian Rider - Chairman 730355
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The Great Hook Norton Photo Competition

Fancy yourself as the next David Bailey, or Henri Cartier Bresson?
We need lots of photographs to keep the Newsletter and village website looking
current and fresh, so we're offering prizes to encourage you to send us something
we can use. We can cope with both digital and
traditional prints, and we are looking for interesting
pictures of the village, village life, people, or our
surroundings – as long as its recognisably Hooky, it
qualifies. You can submit as many as you fancy.
The pictures will be judged by a panel of experienced
local photographers.
So, dust off that old camera or go and play with your
shiny new digital camera, phone or box brownie
and have a wander around the village and send us
something amazing.
RULES

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

The competition is open to amateur photographers with a link to Hook
Norton.
The photograph should be clearly identifiable as Hook Norton or its
surrounding countryside, village life or residents.
The exact subject of the photograph is the choice of the entrant.
The photographs may be in colour or black and white, digital or film.
There is no limit to the number of entries per person.
There is no age limit.
Submissions should be by email to photo@hook-norton.org.uk as a jpg
file no larger than 1 megabyte or as a print 5” x 7” via the newsletter box
in the Post Office.
Prints should not be mounted or framed. Each print should be marked with
the entrant’s name and address and telephone number.
The copyright of all entries remains with the photographer, but both the
Hook Norton Newsletter and the Village Website www.hook-norton.org.uk
retain the right to publish and display the photographs in the Newsletter
and on the website in perpetuity.
The organisers will undertake to take good care of the prints but cannot
be held responsible for any damage. Prints will not be returned unless a
specific request is received.

The closing date for entries is Friday, 30th October, 2009.
The results will subsequently be published in editions of the Newsletter and on
the website. There is no alternative to the prizes offered.
The judges’ decisions are final and no correspondence can be entered into.
16
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Prizes include:

•

A years membership of Banbury Camera Club – one of the most successful
clubs in the country with growing membership and amazing facilities at
their base at Chenderit School – a club for beginners, advanced amateurs
and professionals – a friendly club with members from all walks of life, ages
and both sexes. See www.banburycameraclub.org.uk for full details.

•

A Photoshop workshop with local professional photographer David McGill.
David has exhibited widely and is well known for his Artweeks show in the
village. See http://www.davidmcgill.co.uk for more information on
David’s work.

•

Professional printing vouchers from PhotoFinish in Banbury. See their
website http://www.photofinishbanbury.co.uk for the full range of
services on offer at our local
independent photographic
printers, from wrapping
paper to fine art canvas
printing, Mike can make
your picture into something
special.
Other prizes may be
available by the closing
date.
Don't forget
30th October 2009...
Get Snapping!

SOIL ASSOCIATION
SAVE THE HONEY BEE
PETITION

Sign the Soil Association’s
online petition to help them to
persuade Government to ban
neonicotinoids and save the
Honey Bee by lending your
voice: www.soilassociation.
o r g / T a k e a c t i o n /
Savethehoneybee/
tabid/434/Default.aspx
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Katharine House Hospice
Hospice Stall at Cropredy Festival
13 - 15 August, Cropredy Festival, Cropredy
Our well known stall will have its usual spot at Cropredy Festival (top of the
main field), selling a variety of donated and craft items. Local honey, crocheted
blankets, knitted clothing, hand-made cards and much more will be on offer.
Beer Festival and Family Fun Day
Bank Holiday Monday- 31 August, Banbury Rugby Club
Katharine House is to be a beneficiary of this great day out for all the family. Live
bands, a pig roast, afternoon teas and many stalls will ensure that there is plenty
of entertainment for everyone. Doors open at midday. Small entry fee.
Hospice Furniture Shop
Our hospice furniture shop has now been open for a year! Selling a wide variety
of furniture, including chairs, sofas, tables, wardrobes and book-cases, the
shop on Calthorpe Street, Banbury
is proving extremely popular and
we are always delighted to receive
donations of good quality unwanted
furniture. If you have any items
of household furniture you would
like to donate (these can often be
collected from your home), please
call the shop on (01295) 262973.
Volunteer Drivers Needed
We urgently need volunteer drivers
to transport patients to and from
our Day Hospice.
In particular,
we are keen to find drivers willing
to drive our wheel-chair vehicle.
If you would like to become part
of a very special team please call
Barbara, Administration Secretary
on (01295) 811866.
Hospice E-Newsletter
We are now offering a monthly
e-newsletter to local businesses.
If you would like to find out
more about forthcoming events
and hospice information, please
email sarah.bidwell@khh.org.
uk
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Notes from Theatre & Gallery
My theatre notes are rather limited for
August due to my preoccupation with
the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. At the
moment we are wrestling with some
37 plays to fit into our 10-day stay!
However Ayckbourn’s 70th is still being
celebrated at Northampton in August –
with his excellent ‘Man of the Moment’.
He pops up again at a new venue for
my Notes – Theatre Royal Windsor, with
‘Absurd Person Singular on 25th-29th
August. I’m sure even Queen Victoria
would be amused!
At
Malvern,
another
favourite
playwright, Terence Rattigan is being
performed between 31st August and
5th September. With Peter Bowles as
the Classics Master, Crocker-Harris,
this promises to be a fine production of
‘The Browning Version’. There’s value
for money as it is a double-bill with
Chekhov’s ‘Swan Song’.
My final recommendation is to have
a day at Chichester; the Festival
Theatre is a delight. In August John
Steinbeck’s great novel ‘The Grapes of
Wrath’ is adapted for the stage. Then
in September another Rattigan play,
‘Separate Tables’ brings their Summer
Programme to an end. Stephanie Cole
leads in this wonderfully evocative play
set in the dining-room of the Beauregard
Private Hotel near Bournemouth. Make
of that what you will.
I hope it is not too indulgent to widen
the scope of my Notes to tell you about
four very different, but interesting,
Exhibitions of Paintings that I have just
seen that run through the summer.
At The National Gallery ‘Corot to Monet’
charts the development of Landscape
painting from the late C18th to the year
of the first Impressionist exhibition
in 1874. We can see where the
Impressionist ideas came from as they
sought to capture the ever-changing
face of nature as they painted plein-air.
Special attention is paid to the Barbizon

School where Théodore Rousseau,
Millet and (what a wonderful name)
Narcisse-Virgilio de la Peña gathered to
work in the huge expanse of woodland,
meadows, marshes and gorges of
Fontainebleau. I knew little of these
artists but their work is impressive. Add
to that the beach scenes of Boudin and
our very own Turner and Constable and
you have a most enjoyable exhibition.
Oh and it is free.
At the Royal Academy Summer
Exhibition we see the results of the
Academy’s mammoth selection process
– and wonder! Although much is the
same year in and year out, it always
fascinates. The work that abides in my
memory is the vast Tryptiche where
Anselm Keifer suggests the earth’s
barren surface after a holocaust that
ended life upon it. Nor is there comfort
as you look at the large silver statue
by Damien Hirst. He portrays the
horrifying martyrdom of the Apostle
Bartholomew –reputed to have been
flayed alive. Where does Mr Hirst get
his inspiration – dead shark to diamond
skull?
It was a relief to visit the smaller
Exhibition upstairs, ‘J W Waterhouse,
The
Modern
Pre-Raphaelite’.
Waterhouse’s
choice
of
subject
combines nature and water with a
beautiful woman – e.g. the famous
‘Lady of Shalott’ and, for me, the
comparison with the neoclassicism of
Sir Lawrence Alama-Tadema & Frederic
Lord Leighton is uncanny.
The Reviews in the Press have been less
than enthusiastic but it was a joy to
admire his draughtsmanship and some
of the brilliantly coloured canvases with
dramatic narratives at their core.
Finally crossing the river to Bankside
and Tate Modern the Exhibition
‘Futurism’ is as different again. The
first manifesto of the Futurists in 1909
in Italy was designed as a means of

20
August2009_template.indd 20

30/07/2009 21:33:57

social change with such exhortations
as ‘turn aside the canals to flood
the museums’! Their paintings were
intoxicated with speed, dynamism
and revolutionary idealism. This sense
of frantic urgent activity obviously
appealed to Christopher Nevinson,
who was the only British painter to
sign up to Futurism in 1912. However
his experiences in WWI caused him to
break with their cult of violence which,
in fact eventually led, through radical
anarchism in the 1920s, to Italy’s
fascism.
However,
because
its
radicalism
changed the perception of art in the
Twentieth Century it is very much an
Exhibition to see – with a number of
excellent canvasses which are a joy to
look at. It is far from being all doom
and gloom. Go on, see it – I dare you!
John Wheatley

HNSSC

Are sad to announce that Colin Scarrett, President of both the Club
and Cricket Club, passed away on Thursday 25th June 09
following his recent illness and long spell in hospital
Colin did manage to come home for a few weeks but
sadly had to return to hospital when he got too poorly
He will be greatly missed by all at the club
******************
Colin’s funeral service took place at St Peter’s Church and later
Banbury Crematorium on July 6th 2009
All at the club send their deepest sympathy to his sister in law
Mary and her family
There will be a small ceremony to remember Colin later this month at the club
Details to be confirmed via web site
***************
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk
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Welcome to the Forum

The Roman Forum was a place for people to meet and discuss issues of the day,
share common interests and generally have a good chin-wag...
In Hook Norton we have several fine pubs, but we also have a fine brewery,
selling fine ales, which can sometimes interfere with the finer intellectual
details of the discussion process.
So, we now have http://hook-norton.org.uk/forum/ - the Forum pages on the
village website. All you need to do is join and you can then discuss anything
you like, and find out what you want.
We have:
Hook Norton Freecycle – Get rid of your unwanted stuff!
Wildlife Spotting – Seen anything interesting, or want to learn more?
Village News and Comment – Anything going on, is going on here... gossip, rant, ask, tell.
Hook Norton Ancestry – Trace your family tree.
Environment – Reduce your carbon footprint, find out about ways to save the planet, and your
pocket, learn from others or share your ideas.

Or, ask for a forum for your interest group, your hobby, your obsession – we
will try to accommodate you.
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Max William Bayliss
son of Leighten and Annelisa was baptised at
St Peter’s Church Hook Norton
on Sunday 12th July 2009
Samuel Archie Bayliss
son of Leighten and Annelisa was baptised at
St Peter’s Church Hook Norton
on Sunday 12th July 2009
Lucas Daniel Bayliss
son of Leighten and Annelisa was baptised at
St Peter’s Church Hook Norton
on Sunday 12th July 2009

2nd Hook Norton Brownies

After over six years with 2nd Hook Norton Brownies, the last three as Unit
Guider, I have decided that the time is right to move on. I have enjoyed the
challenges immensely, particularly getting to know the girls and working
with other Guiders. I first started with Diana Barber, Di Walker and Katrina
Hambidge, and was lucky to benefit from their support and experience. I
have enjoyed the whole Guiding experience, going away with the Brownies
on Pack Holiday was a particular favourite, and I will take away good
memories of Guiding. Katrina is now returning to the Unit as Brown Owl,
assisted by Rachel Reeves-Serby as Tawny Owl. Thanks to all the helpers
I’ve had over the last few years, most recently Rachel Mortimer, and the
parents for their support, but most of all thanks to the Brownies who made
it so much fun.
Jill Martin (Snowy Owl)

Ben Acreman and Kirsty Beetson were married at
St Peter’s Church Hook Norton
on Saturday 11th July 2009.
The Reverend John Acreman, father of the groom,
presided over the ceremony.
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Library News
Opening Hours;

Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

2.00pm-5.00pm 6.00pm-7.00pm
2.00pm-5.00pm
2.00pm-5.00pm 6.00pm-7.00pm
9.00am-12.30pm

Hello everyone, just a short update on what has been happening here.
Firstly I’d like to apologise for no Library news last issue, I missed the deadline.
We’ve had a busy time here and the summer reading challenge for children is
well under way. Anna, children’s librarian from Banbury and myself, visited Hook
Norton Primary School for an assembly to launch the scheme. Whilst there we
enjoyed a wonderful presentation by Year 5 about water, which really made us
think, and was very informative so we do thank the school for letting us join
them.
The challenge this year is called Quest Seekers and children can join at any
library. They get stickers and rewards for reading books over the holidays and
when they have read six books, they receive a certificate and medal. So come
along and join in.
Our Rhymetimes for the 0 to 3
year olds are still proving popular
the next dates are Monday 17th
August, 14th Sept, 12th Oct, 9th
Nov, and 7th Dec, from 2.00pm
to 2.30pm.
All are welcome just come along,
no tickets needed.
I would like to thank all the readers
who left Sainsbury’s and Tesco
vouchers here for the school, we
passed on so many and I know
they were appreciated.
Our battery recycling is as popular
as ever and don’t forget we have
photocopying and computers with
broadband here. The Friends now
supply The Oxford Times weekly
and also Country Living monthly
and we have other donated
magazines to read as well as The
Banbury Guardian supplied by the
library each week.
Looking forward to seeing you
all soon and hope you are all
enjoying the summer holidays.
Janet May (Library Manager)
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK - MID MAY TO MID JULY

Aileen Watson, who lives in The Bourne, sent me an email to say that at 6.30 on
sunny Bank Holiday Monday 25th May, her daughter Mollie was more than a little
startled to discover the cat annoying a Snake on their patio!   The Grass Snake
made its escape round to the front of the house.   It was easily three feet long and
moving very fast and to their surprise started heading back towards the garden.  
At this point their neighbour caught sight of
the Snake and agreed that it was big!   They
then watched as it disappeared under the
foliage of the oil tank.   Interestingly enough
Mollie had noticed that the cat had been
showing a lot of interest in the oil tank area
for the past week and they had assumed that
the wandering Hedgehog had returned, but
now they are not so sure!  
On 27th June Teresa Forest in Sibford
Road saw a Grass Snake slither across her
lawn and into the stream.  
Paul Cooper in The Bourne had a surprise when uncovering their compost heap
back in April to find a Common Lizard staring back at him.   They have created a
wild area in their garden and are pleased to say that it has attracted at least one
Common Toad and a number of Common Frogs, despite no water feature.
In early June Mr Atkinson was in Mr Irvine's wheat field walking along the
headland when he saw something moving slowly and 3 - 4 metres into the wheat
there were three young Badgers which were totally untroubled by his or his dog's
presence.  
Pam Morris in Old School End at 6.00am on 10th June saw a dark coloured Fox
which stood in the middle of the road for a while before it trotted off.
On 1st June Naomi Bowen, who lives in Wigginton, saw her first Beautiful
Demoiselle Damselfly in her back garden which runs down to the river Swere,
where she is told these elegant insects abound.  
Mrs Edgington of Burycroft Road saw her
first Brimstone Butterfly of the year on 27th
May and is pleased that she has seen more
since.   Recently Butterflies have been much
in evidence including Red Admiral, Small
Tortoiseshell, Peacock, Meadow Brown and
Painted Lady, with reports that this latter
butterfly as been seen in some areas in huge
numbers.   Gwen Whitehead in the Shearings
had two beautiful Garden Tiger Moths on her
comfrey and nettles on 9th June.
It has been a very interesting spring as far as the Cuckoo is concerned as I have
had more reports this year than for years, starting with Mr Atkinson on 22nd May
over by Oliver Ramsdales by the small paddock, when he stood and listened to a
Cuckoo call 207 times and in a couple of weeks, heard the call on four different
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occasions, Jane Taylor near the Baptist Church
on 30th May, the same day as Naomi Bowen and
David Shirt, who also heard another one on 5th
June, Malcolm Black on 5th June in the eastern
part of the village, Linda Wong in East End on
5th June whilst standing at her back door, and
we also heard one calling on this day and Teresa
Forest in Sibford Road on 15th June.
On 29th May a skein of 30 Canada Geese were flying over Austins Way .
In Kjell Trogstad's garden in East End on 7th
June he had a brief visit from a Jay on their bird
tray and it has become a regular visitor since.  
Early on 8th June Pam Morris had a Green
Woodpecker for ages in her garden picking ants
off kerb stone edges.   On 10th June Ray Gasson
was driving from Great Rollright to Hook Norton
and saw a dead Pheasant with a Red Kite and
Crow at the kill.  
David Shirt in Sibford Road has heard Tawny
Owls nearby calling every night and Little Owls on 14th June and up to this date
has heard constant song of Blackcaps, Whitethroats and Lesser Whitethroats.  
From 8th June for about two weeks an adult Great Spotted Woodpecker was on
nuts in a garden in East End and there was a young bird begging for food from
its parent.   Also seen in this garden has been a Nuthatch.   Paul Cooper had Blue
Tits nesting in a bird box outside their bedroom window and on 31st May they
saw 4 chicks successfully make their maiden flight.
Thank you all for contacting me and please let me know of any sightings.
Geraldine Moore Tel: 730236 or geraldine.moore1@btinternet.com

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING

Once again, our annual Macmillan Coffee Morning will be held on Friday 25th
September, at the Study Centre, Hook Norton Primary
School. Please note the time of 9.30am - 11.30am. We
very much hope that you will support this very worthwhile
cause and help us to reach over £10,000 in the 13 years I
have been holding this in the village.
As usual, I shall have the Christmas cards and gifts
available to purchase, as well as delicious cakes and coffee
to consume. There will also be the normal large raffle!
If you would like to help me with the coffee morning, or donate a raffle
prize or cake, I would be very grateful. The cakes and raffle prizes may be
brought with you on the day.
Look forward to seeing you on 25th September, if not before.
Julie Wood julie@hookiewood.freeserve.co.uk
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MUSIC AT THE CROSSROADS 2009

We are proud to reflect on a wonderful Music at the Crossroads, possibly the
best yet. All artists played brilliantly and the musical fayre was rich and varied.
The Kast Off Kinks performance was magnificent, the band thoroughly enjoyed
themselves and thanked Hook Norton for giving them such a warm welcome. As
well as the music we again had plenty of activities to entertain the children, all
of which makes the event such a happy family festival.
The sun shone for us this year and the feedback from the audience is one of a
resounding success, thankyou to all our supporters, sponsors and helpers. A
special thankyou to our audience and the village of Hook Norton who came along
and enjoyed a perfect day of entertainment.
We are still collecting sponsorship monies and completing the accounts for this
year's event and will provide details in the next edition of the newsletter.
There are so many people to thank and in this edition of the newsletter we are
not going to attempt to cover all the various thank yous. We wish to make the
following important announcements.
A full list of raffle ticket winners can be found on our website :
www.hookymusic.co.uk
Requests for Donations : Please submit your requests in writing to the Hook
Norton Charitable Association, c/o Peter Watkins, Little Bowden, The Bourne
Hook Norton by October 9th 2009. Email requests can be also be sent to Phil
Shepherd (Secretary HNCA) phil@hookymusic.co.uk .
In your requests please could you provide some details regarding your
organisation/charity and how you would propose the use the money.
The Donations Evening is scheduled for November 18th 2009 at The Visitor
Centre of the Hook Norton Brewery, and will start at 7.30 pm.
Any changes to the above plan will be communicated in a future edition of the
newsletter and the HNCA notice board outside the shop.
M@C14: A date for the diary.
The 14th M@C will be held on Saturday 3rd July 2010.
HNCA Committee
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HOOK norton festival of fine ales

The 16th Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales took place on Saturday 18th July at
the Rural Fayre field and, for the second year in a row, we enjoyed sunshine and
a record number of attendees – over 2000 people this year.
Festival-goers enjoyed a selection of 79 fine ales and 2 ciders – over 5,600 pints
- all donated by breweries from all over the UK and served in top condition , with
the help of our very great friends at Hook Norton Brewery. (I must at this point
send grovelling apologies to James for the theft of his breakfast on Friday – I’ll
save you the biggest one next year James!!)
The beers included some of our old favourites, such as Timothy Taylor Landlord
(Madonna’s favourite beer) and Hooky’s M@CAle (said to be a favourite of
President Gorbachev), as well as some fabulous new ones, including ‘Monarch
IPA’ from North Cotswold Brewery – abv 10%, ‘Side Pocket for a Toad’ from
Tring, ‘Mad Goose’ from Purity, ‘Piddle Artist’ from Wyre Piddle, ‘Gibbles’ from
Braydon Ales and ‘Top Totty’ from Eccleshall – all listed for no other reason than
that they have great names. Also new to the festival were Gwatkins, selling a
range of delicious (and potent) ciders, S H Jones with a selection of fine wines,
the Hooky firemen running the lager bar, soft drinks provided by the playgroup
and Adam, encouraging us all to drink Pimms by the pint (which is only right and
proper at a beer festival!)
Our old favourite, the hog roast, was back – and yes, we know we need 2 pigs
but we were unable to cook 2 this year for logistical reasons. Our apologies to
everyone (except the pig that we didn’t eat, who is probably very grateful to
us).
Music was selected, organised and played to the usual high standard – a big
thank you as always to the one-and-only Pete Watkins and to all the musicians
who gave up their time for free.
I’d like to thank everyone who has been instrumental in making this first festival
at the new site a huge success – in particular my fellow committee-members. I
won’t list everybody else, for fear of missing somebody out – you all know who
you are! As a committee we would also like to thank everyone in the village who
has supported us in our move to the new site. As we explained in a newsletter
earlier this year, it was an extremely difficult decision to move, which was made
primarily for security reasons. All the feedback we have received so far from
people who attended has been that they love the new venue and that, with a
few relatively minor tweaks, the festival will be even bigger and better next year.
Early indications are that the takings were around the same as last year – which
was our highest figure by far in the history of the festival! We’ll update you in the
next newsletter on the charities the money will go to.
Lastly, several items of lost property were found on the Sunday morning so if
you believe any of it might be yours, please email me (info@hookybeerfest.
co.uk) with a description of your missing item. However, to the lady who left her
knickers in the field, don’t bother claiming those as I’m afraid they went in the
skip!! Also, if you believe you are owner of the tooth then I’m afraid that has
already been claimed – so somebody has stolen your tooth!
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News from Hook Norton Tennis Club
Matches
Summer League
We are now well into our summer league matches; as at 9th
July, our B team is 2nd in division 2; our C team is tied 1st
in division3; the Ds are tied 4th in division 4; and the Es are
5th in division 5.
To look at the status of the Banbury League matches, the web site address is:
www.banburytennisleagues.com
Junior tennis camps – 2009
There will be two weeks of junior tennis camps during the summer holidays.
The dates are Monday 3rd August to Thursday 6th August and Monday 10th
August to Thursday 13th August.
The times for both weeks are as follows:
Mini Tennis Red (4-8 year olds) 9.30am-10.30am;
Mini Tennis Orange (8-9 year olds) 10.30am-11.30am;
Mini Tennis Green (10 year olds) 11.30am-12.30pm;
Juniors (11+) 12.30pm-1.30pm.
If you would like to book a place please phone Marc Gilkes on 01295
265085/07930406015 or email marcgilkes@fsmail.net
September coaching
The junior coaching programme will re-start again the week beginning Monday
7th September. Sessions will be held for a six-week period and will remain at the
Hook Norton Tennis Club.
To book a place and for more information please contact Marc as
above.
Adult Coaching:
We now offer "Rusty Rackets" coaching for adults from 6-7pm at the club on
Tuesdays. This is aimed at non-members and the cost is £5 per session.
For more information contact: marcgilkes@fsmail.net
Daytime adult coaching: we hope to start an adult coaching session for nonmembers during school time (this is likely to start in September).
Contact Marc for more information.
Ladies coaching happens on Tuesdays, 10.00am-11.30am.
For more information please contact Marc Gilkes on 01295 265085 or
email marcgilkes@fsmail.net
Steve Bone has re-commenced his weekend coaching every third Sunday contact
Sean Callery for more details. Email: sean@caller.demon.co.uk
For more information
For a copy of our leaflet, contact Sue Taylor at merrymoons1@aol.com – she will
email you an electronic version.
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Play Tennis Day
Hook Norton Tennis club enjoyed a sunny open day on 27 June with a great
response from juniors and adults alike.
July 11th – Club Tournament.
Twelve people competed in this fun afternoon when each player had the opportunity
to play with and against all the other contestants, and the scores were based on
the results of the
individual.
The winning man
was Chris Butcher
(second from the
left at the back)
and the winning
woman was Elaine
Priestley
(the
photographer).
A
wonderful
afternoon tea was
provided for us by
the Sports & Social
Club, the weather
held off, and a
great time was had
by all.
Many thanks to Chairman David Hudson for organising the event. More
tournaments will be held in September.
Elaine Priestley
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Like to sing? Come and join us in Stour Singers!

Visitors to Stour Singers concerts in St. Edmund’s Church, Shipston often say they
are amazed to find a 60-voice choral society of such high standard in the heart of
rural England. Richard Emms, our conductor, founded the choir 34 years ago and
his infectious enthusiasm and skill in voice training continually attracts singers
from a wide area of Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire and Warwickshire. There is a
camaraderie in the choir which makes learning fun. Practice CDs produced by
Richard enable everyone to get to know the music at their own pace.
Over the years the repertoire has expanded to cover many well-known choral
masterpieces, e.g. Haydn’s ’The Creation’ last May and less familiar pieces. Two
concerts are performed each year - in May and December. For this 34th season
the choral content of the Advent concert on 5 December 2009 comprises Mozart’s
Regina coeli & CPE Bach’s Magnificat with Christmas Music focussing upon Mary
involving a fine quartet of soloists, choir & audience all partnered by the Cherwell
Orchestra. (Nearer Christmas we also take carols to the Ellen Badger Hospital &
Rainbow Fields Home.) Then on 8 May 2010, as a special treat, the distinguished
Orchestra of the Swan will be joining us in a Vivaldi-Handel programme.
The annual subscription is £55 but newcomers are welcome for a month on a
free trial basis. Music is usually hired and free to members. We welcome school
students as singing members and accompanied children to concerts without
charge. This outward-looking approach extends to other community projects
and Stour Singers is proud to be the first voluntary organisation to join the newly
formed Shipston Town Management Partnership.
Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings at 7.30pm in the Hall of Shipston Primary
School. At the first rehearsal of each session, 10 September 2009 & 14 January
2010, there will be a short time to meet fellow singers. There are vacancies in
all voice parts – no auditions! So, if you like to sing, do come and join us on 10
September.
For further details, please contact Vic Twyman - Tel. 01608 664215

LURCHER SHOW AND RACING

Lurcher Show & Racing on Sunday 16th August
at Nill Farm, Hook Norton.
To be held in aid of Katharine House Hospice, Evesham Greyhound &
Lurcher Rescue & National Playing Fields. Racing to commence at 9.00am
followed by hurdle racing & speed jump relay. There will also be a fun
scurry for any breed.
Showing will start approx 1.00pm with 25 classes. Refreshments, raffle,
tombola, bowling, putting, etc. Entrance £1 per person, children free.
If anyone would like to sponsor a race or class, please contact
Liz Pickering on 01608 737434 or plizpickering@btinternet.com.
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Friday Toddler Group
Held at the Baptist Hall between 9-15 – 11-30
Are looking for new recruits
Any new mums, or new mums to be, or old mums with new ones, are you afraid
of walking through the door for the first time or after a few years, well don’t
be.
We Don’t Bite
We will be happy to welcome you to our group, if you’ve given it a go before and
wasn’t sure, then please come again and give it another go.
We try our best to cater from newborn to starting school, we work as a team
helping each other out, and so if you’re stressed and need to chat about a
problem you think you’ve got then there will be sure to be somebody who’s
experienced it already.
Several of us have taken over from
Nicki Levett, who did a great job for
us, but we have quite a few younger
children between us to keep an eye
on, so we are on the look out for a
Granny,
If anybody knows of a Granny or
several Grannies please bring them
with you or tell them about us, we
would like somebody to be a Granny
to the children, that extra pair of
hands and eyes for when we set up
and clear down, so we can keep the
group running.
Our subs are £1.50; this enables us
to supply tea and coffee, squash and
biscuits and to pay our rent each
week.
This year we are open during the
school holidays; July 24th and 31st
Please note: August 7th No Group
August 14th, 21st and 28th
We hope to see some new faces
during the summer
We look forward to meeting
you soon. If and queries please
contact me on 01608 737149 and
ask for Sue.
I’ll be happy to answer any
questions.
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HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
BLUEWOOD PARK, KINGHAM

This is a five-star holiday park, which is the largest accommodation provider
in West Oxfordshire, is open all year round, and can have 200 guests staying
at any one time. Guests often enquire about special events or attractions in
the area so if you wish to promote any event by way of posters or leaflets
please contact Diane Harris
info@bluewoodpark.com or by fax on 01608 658317

HOOK NORTON PLAY AREA

The Parish Council is trying to decide the future of the Play Area. As residents
know the area is often subject to mindless vandalism and we are torn between
upgrading the play equipment, which we would like to do, or simply taking
away what is there if the area continues to be misused. If you have views on
what should be done please contact members of the Parish Council or email
the Clerk on kenneth_i.porter@virgin.net. If it is your wish that the Play Area
should remain and equipment be replaced and you are prepared to serve on
an Action Group to plan for the future and raise money for this purpose then
please contact
Jonathan Leader on 730609 or by email at jleader@supanet.com

GRASS, WEEDS, UNTIDY BORDERS

Who is responsible for keeping the grassed areas of our village tidy - the
Parish Council or Oxfordshire County Council Highways Department? The
answer is that both have certain areas of responsibility and to complicate
matters further the PC takes responsibility for certain areas that belong to
OCC – confused yet?
Grass cutting consumes a significant proportion of the PC’s budget and yet
we are always receiving complaints. However in many villages residents
themselves take responsibility for cutting borders, pulling weeds and generally
ensuring that the village is tidy which saves money for both the PC and OCC
and is ultimately reflected in the council tax we pay. Are there areas in the
village that local residents can mow on a co-operative basis rather than relying
on OCC, who only visit five times a year, or the PC’s contractors, who do a
good job but have to schedule work irrespective of the weather and cannot
respond to growth spurts or local preferences?
If you live in an area where there are borders or areas of grass which need
to be cut and feel that you could do a better job please contact the Parish
Council.

VACANCY FOR PARISH COUNCILLOR

Following a recent resignation we have a vacancy on the Parish Council.
Anybody wishing to become actively involved in local affairs is asked to
contact the clerk,
Ken Porter, on 01295 758352 or at kenneth_i.porter@virgin.net.
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THINGS TO DO THIS SUMMER?
ACCESS FOR ALL AT CHIMNEY MEADOWS nr Bampton, Oxon
Thursday 13 August 1 – 3 pm
This guided tour around Chimney Meadows is accessible to all. It will take in the
best sites of the reserve while remaining wheelchair friendly. It will include a visit
to the bird hides using our new boardwalk and will finish with refreshments at the
barn afterwards. BOOKING ESSENTIAL.
Admission: Free. Meet: Chimney Meadows Nature Reserve. Grid: SP 360 010.
Contact: Kerry Lock 01367 870904 for details of where to park. OX18 2EH.
kerrylock@bbowt.org.uk. No dogs please.
MORNING BIRDWATCHING AT FARMOOR nr Oxford, Oxon
Saturday 15 August 8 – 10 am
In August, bird migration is already underway. Join a local birdwatcher for an
early morning walk of approx. 4 km around Farmoor Reservoir and its surrounding
woods, looking for both resident and migratory birds. Please wear suitable shoes
as some paths can be muddy. BOOKING ESSENTIAL. Admission: Free (£2 site
parking fee). Meet: Farmoor Reservoir, visitor car park (gate3). Grid: SP 451
060. Contact: Anita 07711 656 945. No dogs please.
IDENTIFYING BUTTERFLIES
Warburg Nature Reserve, nr Henley-on-Thames, Oxon
Saturday 15 August 10 am – 3 pm.
Trainer: Robin Curtis (Institute of Zoology)
Another chance to enjoy this popular introductory identification course and
designed to offer an opportunity to look for different species on the wing later in
the season. Again, this course is suitable for all levels and looks at the identification
and natural history of one of the most attractive insect groups. It will cover the
principles of identification in a brief classroom session, before moving into the
field to gain practical experience of butterfly identification. The reserve contains
both woodland and grassland habitats, so is ideally suited to familiarise you with
a wide range of species.
EVIDENCE-BASED CONSERVATION
Chimney Meadows Nature Reserve, nr Bampton, Oxon
Saturday 22 August 10 am – 4 pm. Trainer: Kerry Lock (BBOWT)
There has never been a more important time to engage the ideology of
evidence-based conservation. This course will teach you about the concept and
its importance using Chimney Meadows Nature Reserve as a case study. The
course will explain the exciting research studies taking place here, the range of
monitoring techniques used and how they feed back into the management of
BBOWT nature reserves and the wider context. The day will include a lecture
and discussion session, a site walk providing an opportunity to experience some
monitoring techniques, and view locations where wading bird scrapes and ponds
are being developed.
Our courses are open to all members of the public, BBOWT members and
volunteers. Check for available places on courses at www.bbowt.org.uk
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Hooky Slimmers are
Expanding

Hook Norton Slimming World
Group is expanding whilst
shedding pounds every week since January the group has lost
over 53 stone and the group
has over 50 members now!!!
The group is moving to Tuesday
evenings at The Sun Inn. We will
be in the function room and you
can park at the rear of the pub.
Come and see us from Tuesday
11 August at 6.30pm. We are a
very social and friendly group
and we have several young
members (11-15 year olds) who
attend group for free! Our plan
is also approved for pregnant
ladies and people with diabetes.
Losing only 10% of your weight
will give you significant helath
benefits!
You can be a member for as
little as £3.75 per week! We
have a raffle, food tasters every
month and there is always tea
and coffee available. Pop in
and see us to find out more or
contact Lucy on 01295 268639
or lucyb@twang.co.uk
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Kids get creative at Compton Verney as
Summerspace opens for 2009

During the school holidays, from 18 July to 31 August, Compton Verney will be
inviting young visitors to join Summerspace - a creative space for all ages to
drop-in and do some arty activities.
This year's activities are inspired by the two summer exhibitions Surrealism
and Contemporary Art and Constable Portraits . In Summerspace, visitors can
take their own photograph and use it to create a collage. Prints of the family
will, with a bit of cutting and sticking magic, create a personal Surrealist
masterpiece. All of the materials are laid out to get sticking and cutting and
create a Surrealist collage or to do some colouring with the help of Compton
Verney’s enthusiastic Learning team, including drawing and colouring a portrait
of themselves and framing it in a paper mount. Alongside all of this will be the
summer installation, Camera Obscura. Visitors are invited to marvel at this
new experience and see Compton Verney from an amazing new perspective,
with the outside inside and upside down as the walls of a darkened room are
covered with views from the grounds, in new and exciting ways.
Compton Verney is an award winning art gallery nine miles east of Stratfordupon-Avon. It was shortlisted for The Guardian Family Friendly Award – there’s
always plenty to capture the imagination, stimulate the mind and keep the
children happy and interested throughout a visit. Free family activity packs help
children to explore the six collections through interactive trails, searching for
clues along the way. Packs are tailored to different age groups and are included
with admission, including story books, jigsaws, drawing sheets, riddles to
solve, quizzes, mind boggling incredible facts and jigsaws to complete. The café
offers children’s lunchboxes, child size portions, highchairs and bottle warming
and there are pocket money souvenirs,
children’s arts and crafts and art books
in the shop.
Walking enthusiasts are invited to
pick up a leaflet from the gallery and
enjoy the walk from Compton Verney
to Charlecote Park. The seven mile
walk is along public footpaths through
Combrook, Walton and Wellesbourne.
This is also the first summer that
visitors can try out the newly restored
‘Capability’ Brown paths around the
grounds. Many of the paths are suitable
for buggies and can be easily walked
by families. Summerspace activities,
family packs and grounds leaflets are all
included in the price of admission.
Over the August Bank Holiday weekend
(Saturday 29 – Monday 31 August)
visitors can try their own personal sleep
pod in the Adam Hall and bring dreams
to life in the drop-in Dream Diaries
workshop.
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RECOGNITION OF HOOKY IN
NEW YORK

The July 19th travel section of the NY
Times featured some Hook Norton
Brewery pubs. The Pear Tree, was the
opening photo. Have a look.(sooner rather
than later as I don't know how long it will
be online) http://travel.nytimes.com/
travel/guides/europe/britain/england/
oxford/35072/pear-tree-inn/nightlifedetail.html?scp=1&sq=Pear%20
Tree%20&st=tcse

ENERGY SAVING

Are you interested in finding out more
about energy saving, climate change
and renewable energy? Find out how
to insulate your home, drive smarter
and make more of your energy with
this collection of articles on energy
saving at
www.cocoonyourhome.co.uk/
saving
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Its a dirty job! - Why do it yourself?
Ovens � Cookers
� Extractors �
Hobs � Microwaves
Using non-caustic, non-toxic products in your home

Call: 01295 721294

We are your local oven cleaning company

Cooker Cleaning Company
www.cookercleaningcompany.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON (SENIOR SECTION) FOOTBALL CLUB
What a roller-coaster close season
it has been so far! The unfortunate
serious injury to Karlton Stratford
towards the end of last season, meant
that he was unable to continue for the
coming season as First Team Manager;
as a consequence, we set about the
process of finding a replacement.
Eventually an appointment was made,
only for the new incumbent to submit
his resignation just one week later!
Therefore, we went back to the drawing
board and the outcome appears likely
to please everyone. The new First
Team Manager is none other than local
man, Dave ‘Rizzy’ Risato who was, of
course, at the helm when the team so
convincingly won the Hellenic Division
1 (West) Championship in 2002 and
then went on to win promotion to
the Premier Division. Having taken a
‘sabbatical’ since those heady days,
‘Rizzy’ is thrilled to be back in charge
and is ‘rarin’ to go’, assisted by club
stalwarts Ben Spiero, Layi Olubaji,
Adrian White and Andy Rogers and,
of course, a new crop of players. As
I write, training is entering its second
week and the search is underway to find
a blend of players who will represent
our teams in the Premier Division (First
Team) and Division 2 (West) of the
Hellenic League to good effect.
The additional village flavour which
‘Rizzy’s return to the club has provided
has been further enhanced by other
Hooky residents, Keith Willis, Kieth
Wise and Colette Warner also joining
the committee. Both Keith and Kieth
have been involved with the club before
so their knowledge and input will be
invaluable whilst Colette joins us as the
Sports & Social Club’s enthusiastic and
hard working representative.
Whilst the close season has been
somewhat frantic and certainly not
a time to take things easy, there
has nevertheless, been a source of

consolation and comfort. The
club’s already well credited
match
day
programme
earned even further recognition when,
in early June, it was adjudged by the
Soccer Club Swap Shop to be the best
of all the programmes of those of
Hellenic Premier Division clubs and to
be the 16th best nationally of all Non
League clubs’ programmes which had
been assessed. Special praise should
therefore be given to those on the staff
of KMS Litho who make such a good
job of the raw material with which they
are provided in advance of each First
Team home match.
Although the fixtures for the new
season are still to be published, it is
however known that the First Team’s
opening match will be during the week
commencing on 10th August. As in
past seasons, this match has to be
away, as with subsequent matches,
until the second week in September
due to the playing field being needed
by our Cricket Club.
Prior to then, away friendly matches
have been arranged at Buckingham
Athletic, Southam United, Racing Club
of Warwick and at Chadlington but on
Sunday 9th August, as in recent years,
you’ll have the chance to see some
football in Hooky for a good cause.
Once again, the club is staging The Lee
Stratford Community Trust 6-a-side
Tournament at 11.30am on the top field
at the Playing Field. If past years are
anything to go by, this will undoubtedly
be a most enjoyable day, so if you are
able, please pay us a visit when you
will be most welcome. All proceeds will
go to the above Charity.
Whilst the new season promises to be
most challenging, both on and off the
field of play, we trust that once again,
we can rely upon your most valued
support and encouragement.
Up the Hooky! Geoff ‘Jesse’ James
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August

CALENDAR
3
4

10am – 12pm
10am – 12pm

4

7:30pm – 9:30pm

5
6
6
8
13
18
19

10am – 12pm
10am – 12pm
6pm – 7pm
9am – 12pm
7:30pm – 9pm
2pm – 3pm
7:30pm – 8:30pm

27

10:30am – 11:30am

27
31

7pm – 10pm
12pm – 4:30pm

1

7:30pm – 9:30pm

2
4
7

7:30pm – 8:30pm

8

7:30pm – 8:30pm

September

10
10
12
12
15
15

"Christians Together"
Meal and meeting
11am – 12pm
9am – 12pm
7pm – 8pm
2pm – 3pm

15

7:30pm – 8:30pm

16

7:30pm – 8:30pm

19

2:30pm – 3:30pm

24

10:30am – 11:30am

24

7pm – 10pm

25

10am – 12:30pm

27

10am – 2pm

27

10:30am – 12:30pm

Baptist Holiday Club - Baptist Church
Baptist Holiday Club - Baptist Church
Local History Group
Visitor Centre Hook Norton Brewery
Baptist Holiday Club - Baptist Church
Baptist Holiday Club - Baptist Church
Baptist Holiday Club BBQ
Village Market - Memorial Hall
Parish Council Meeting - Memorial Hall
WI Meeting - Baptist Hall
Garden Club - Memorial Hall
Carry On Learning
Norman Matthews / St Peters Hall
Busy Bees Craft Club - Baptist Hall
Hooky Duck Race - Pear Tree Inn
Local History Group
Visitor Centre Hook Norton Brewery
Primary School Opens
Foundation Stage opens
Local History Group - Visitor Centre
Low Carbon Hook Norton
Visitor Centre Hook Norton Brewery
Gt.Rollright Village Hall
Wheelers and Squealers - St Peter’s Church
Village Market - Memorial Hall
Motown Tribute Band - Sports & Social Club
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
WI Meeting - Baptist Hall
CGWS&D - “A Shepherd’s Tale”
Baptist School room
Garden Club Entry night for Autumn Show
Memorial Hall
Garden Club Autumn Show - St Peters Church
Carry On Learning
Norman Matthews / St Peters Hall
Busy Bees Craft Club - Baptist Hall
Macmillan Coffee Morning
Primary School Study Centre
Garden Club Visit to RHS Wisley
"Back to Church" Sunday.
Baptist Church
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