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Tired? Stressed? Back ache? Chronic aches and pains?

Reflexology

can help
A simple and relaxing therapy involving gentle pressure on the hands
and feet which:
v
Stimulates the body's own healing ability to relieve a wide range
of ailments
v
Helps to soothe and relax the whole body and mind
v
Balances and restores the free flow of energy throughout the body
For more information or discussion without commitment ring

Angela Way
M.A.R., A.R.T.(Reg), Ad.V.R.T.(Reg), M.I.C.R.

Registered Practitioner
01608 730245
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FROM THE EDITORS

NEWSLETTER TEAM

This month, the Newsletter Box
Advertising:
Andy Horne
730604
contained £25.00 – thank you.
Distribution:
Malcolm Black
730668
Sadly we report the deaths of Mary
Proof Reading:
Pam Horne
Dean formerly of Hook Norton, Jane
IT/Web Support:
Martin Baxter
Griffiths formerly of Hook Norton,
Treasurer:
Kevin Hope
Jack Humphreys formerly of Hook
Directory:
Diana Barber
737428
Norton, Geoffrey Hadden, Doris Hicks
aged 101 and Lillian Ivy Horn. On
behalf of the village we send our condolences to their families and friends.
Andy Horne 730604
hookynews@totalise.co.uk

Helen Foster 737391
helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

The views expressed in the Newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team
http://www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk/
http://www.hook-norton.org.uk/
RATES – CHEQUES PAYABLE TO ‘HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER’
Text and advertising copy deadline

FRIDAY, 15th MAY 2009

Text for Village activities

Free (a small donation is welcome)

Inserts for Village Activities

On request from Andy Horne

Commercial Advertising
Commercial Inserts

£24 per page and pro rata per issue
£20 per issue

Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to;
Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

BLOOD DONOR ALERT
A blood donation session will be held in Hook Norton School on
Friday 17th April 2009 between 13:30 to 15:25 and 16:15 to
18:45pm.
To book an appointment, please visit
www.blood.co.uk or call 0845 7711 711.
New donors are always welcomed.
Please don't leave it to somebody else - give blood, save life!

HOOKY PLAYERS
Although ‘DRACULA – The Panto’ is now a distant memory, the
Hooky Players would like to offer a sincere vote of thanks to YOU,
the public, for your wonderful support in turning out in such large
numbers for every performance, during a dreadful week of ice
and snow. Thank you! We do hope, however, for better
conditions for our forthcoming summer production.
At the time of writing we are in the midst of studying plays,
which are all comedies. For your diary, the dates of the performances are 18th,
19th and 20th June and rehearsals will commence early April.
If you feel you would like to help in any way, either on or off stage, The Hooky
Players would love to hear from you, so telephone me on 01608 730355 and we
can chat about it.
Brian Rider (Chairman)
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- PC Problems driving you up the wall?
- Wireless network/Internet connection problems?
- Repairs and Upgrades
Need some help and advice?
Well don’t be shy! Give him a try!

NO FIX NO FEE
Web: www.BanburyITwizard.com

Email: Help@BanburyITwizard.com

Tel: 07795 565045

C W SMITH
Building Contractors
Tel: 01608 737790 E.mail: cws.build@virgin.net Fax: 01608 730966

New build, Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations,
Property Maintenance
Local references available

HOOKY PET AND HOME CARE
Pets fed and fussed whilst owners away
Pet and house sitting service

Please call Hilary Wiseman
01608 730090
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HOOK NORTON W.I.
Our first meeting of the New Year was very entertaining. Mr
Patrick Bowen returned to give yet another interesting talk on
antiques but this time about fake ones. He showed us numerous
slides showing examples of antiques that were very hard to
distinguish from the real article. He also talked about some of the
experiences he had come across during his career. The
competition for a small antique was won by Mrs Whitehead.
At our February meeting, Mr David Day spoke very
enthusiastically about the Pendon Indoor Model Village and
Railway which is at Long Wittenham, in the Vale of the White Horse. He accompanied
his talk with a slide show of villages and surrounding areas and the models copied
from them. It started to be built in the late 1950s and eventually finished in 1981
although it is constantly being updated. It was fascinating to see models of villages
as they were in the 1920s and 30s. As we enjoyed the talk so much it was agreed
that we would arrange a visit to the Model Village later this year. The competition for
a landscape photograph was won by Jenny Bell.
Our next meeting on Tuesday 17th March will be our AGM/Mini Show. At 2 p.m. in
The Baptist Hall. Visitors will be very welcome.
Doreen McLaughlin

THANKS TO
THE VILLAGE SHOP

CHIPPING
NORTON
ORGANICS
for LOCAL ORGANIC
VEG FRUIT SALADS MEAT
MILK CREAM BREAD CAKES
EGGS WINE BEER CIDER
WHOLEFOODS

Free delivery to your door
Box scheme & online ordering
Veggie-boxes can be tailor-made
to suit your requirements
Tel 01608 642973
www.chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
sales@chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
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A big thank-you to Tom, Gloria,
Joe, Ian and all of the staff at
The Village Shop for keeping us
supplied during the recent
snow, especially as the shop
was often very full! For those
who use the shop regularly, it
was no surprise as to the value
of having such a superb local
store, but for those who never
use The Village Shop other than
when Tesco's etc are not
available then I sincerely hope
that you give Tom and Gloria
your business on a more regular
basis.
By doing so you will not only
ensure we continue to benefit
from a thriving village amenity
but when we are cut-off from
the major towns the shop will be
less likely to run out of items as
they can afford to carry more
stock.
Thanks again to you all and to
the delivery drivers who braved
the elements as much as
possible.
Roger Cooke

PAINTING AND DECORATING

Specialist in: Wallpapering, Decorative Effects, Spraying, Tiling,
Coving, Glazing, all Interior/Exterior Painting.
References and portfolio available.
Competitive Prices.

Tel: 01295 721206. Mobile: 07790 394625
HOLMBY HOUSE
SIBFORD FERRIS

A stunning setting for special celebrations
From Buffets to Gourmet Dinners
Formal dining for large groups
Garden parties, Business meetings
Wedding receptions
Luxurious B & B
Self-catering accommodation
Tel/fax: 01295 780104
www.holmbyhouse.com
sally.wass@btinternet.com
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Whatcote
Annual Bluebell Walk at Whatcote
‘Come for a gentle walk up to Hell Brake to see the bluebells and
enjoy a cream tea in the church yard on your return’

Date: Sunday May 10th – 2.00pm to 5.00pm
Strong boots or shoes are essential
Dogs welcome if kept on a lead
The cost is £5 for adults, accompanied children free,
and this includes the tea and scones! .
Plant & Produce stall
Proceeds to St Peter's Church
Free car parking will be sign posted in the village as will the start of the walk.
Contact Sue Price 01295 680007 for more details
IN PRAISE OF OUR
VILLAGE SHOPS
I am writing this on the 11th
February, just as the snow is
melting and things are beginning to
get back to normal - and I’m
wondering what on earth we would
all have done without our village
shop and our post office over the
last week and a half. I, for one,
have not ventured anywhere near a
supermarket while the weather has
been bad, and I have been
extremely grateful that I have not
had to. We are so fortunate to have
our fantastic village shop and our
post office, the staff of which have
worked very hard over this difficult
period to keep us provided for.
Trouble is, once the weather is
better, are we all going to go back
to our supermarket habits and not
support the village shops as we
should? We must remember that if
we don’t support and appreciate
them throughout the year, they may
just find they can no longer afford to
keep going. And where would that
leave us next time we are snowed
in?
Gillian Taylor
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A.L SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton. OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
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OXFORDSHIRE ARTWEEKS 2009
Saturday May 2 – Sunday May 10
ALL STUDIOS IN HOOK NORTON OPEN DAILY
12 noon – 6.00 p.m. and late night Thursday 7th May until 8.00 p.m.
This year’s Exhibitions by artists in the village have increased by 300%!
Three flew the Hooky flag in 2008 whereas this May there will be nine
showing their work. And what a variety there is.
DAVID McGILL at Sunnybank Farmhouse Scotland End, has a photographic
array depicting The Seasons – but with a touch of the unusual to produce
some intriguing surprises.
(tel: 01608 730930 and www.davidmcgill.co.uk )
JOHN STEVENS AWGB, at 7 Whittons Close shows his versatility with
wood-turned craftwork both decorative and practical;
from bowls to clocks; from large to small.
He is also showing paintings and drawings predominantly landscape.
(www.woodturninhooky.co.uk)
DAVE TURNER, at Priory Cottage, Netting Street will have on display
large-scale forged garden sculptures and smaller indoor pieces.
However in keeping with his ‘Dave the Blacksmith’ image there
will be more traditional work and contemporary designs
but using age-old techniques.
Dave draws inspiration from the symmetry, order and chaos of the
natural plant world. (www.davetheblacksmith.co.uk)
RITA WHEATLEY, is again showing at her studio
in Little Granary Bean Acre. As well as a new series of oils and acrylics on
canvas Rita is now also creating silk-screen prints, collagraphs, and
woodcuts. Vibrant landscapes from Brazil to Britain are
in a kaleidoscope of colour.
The spirituality in Rita’s work is emphasised in some of her pieces which
will be on display at St Peter’s Church. (tel: 01608 737097 and
www.ritawheatleyart.co.uk)
Finally at Bramley, Mobbs Lane there is an enthusiastic art co-operative
spanning photography, machine embroidery, fine art, textiles
and mixed-media.
These are the combined efforts of ANN WYATT, DIANA YATE,
LUCY GOODRUM, JULIA AND RACHEL LEHMANN.
Their imaginative and varied work can be seen in a restful setting – with
the added delight of homemade cakes and tea
(in aid of Katharine House Hospice).
(tel: 01608 730267)
Please note Bramley is not open on Sunday 10th
nor the Late-Night on 7th..
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information.
www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
·
·
·
·
·
·

Indoor and outdoor schools, so what ever the weather come and ride!
Horses and Ponies of all shapes and sizes
Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school.
Reduced Rates 10.30 - 3.30 Tuesday to Friday.
School holidays 'own a pony days' and more...
Gift Vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)

Where ever you ride please ensure they have a council licence.
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STOUR SINGERS SPRING CONCERT – SATURDAY 9TH MAY 2009
A musical treat lies in store for all lovers of choral singing within reach of
Shipston-on-Stour. Stour Singers, conducted by founder-director, Richard Emms
and partnered by the Cherwell Orchestra, presents Haydn’s The Creation on
Saturday 9th May at 7.30pm in St. Edmund’s Church. The soloists are a fine trio of
young international concert artists - Jenny Bacon, soprano, (appearing by arrangement with Making Music), Nicholas Mulroy, tenor, and Aidan Smith, bass.
When Haydn, for long known as the ‘father of the symphony,’ made his first visit to
London in 1791, he was overwhelmed on hearing Handel’s ‘Messiah’ in Westminster
Abbey and inspired to compose an oratorio in the ‘English’ tradition, i.e. with an
emphasis on choral content. It is said he based The Creation on an anonymous
libretto in English, originally intended for Handel, taken from Genesis and Paradise
Lost. However the completed work was unique in being published in both German
& English translations by Baron van Swieten whose command of English was
charmingly quaint. The Creation was first performed in Vienna in 1798 and in
London in 1800. Haydn died on 31st May 1809 so this is
really a commemorative performance.
The Creation is a joyful, tuneful and refreshing piece, so do
come to St Edmund’s on 9 May. Tickets £10 (accompanied
children free) from R. Clarke, 27, High Street, Shipston,
choir members, (whose contact details may be found on
local posters) and at the door. For further details of Stour
Singers please contact Vic Twyman on 01608 664215 or
visit www.stoursingers.org.uk

THE OLD POST OFFICE
CHRISTMAS
CRAFT FAYRE 2008
In memory of Ann Heath
A BIG thank you to all who
supported us with the Craft
Fayre in November. You
helped us raise a fantastic
sum
of
£540.00
for
Katharine House Hospice in
Adderbury and, as always,
it was great to see old
friends and greet new ones
too!
This year, we have decided
to hold the Craft Fayre in
the Memorial Hall and very
much hope that you will
continue to support us so
generously.
Therefore, we look forward
to seeing you later in the
year and would like to wish
you all the very best for
2009. The Heath Family
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ST PETER'S CHURCH
With Easter approaching fast and the shops full of chocolate, this
is the perfect opportunity to make a plug for the Fairtrade
Foundation (see www.fairtrade.org.uk). Fairtrade is about better
prices, decent working conditions, local sustainability, and fair
terms of trade for farmers and workers in the developing world. By
requiring companies to pay sustainable prices (which must never
fall lower than the market price), Fairtrade addresses the injustices
of conventional trade, which traditionally discriminates against the poorest producers.
St. Peter’s Church has long been a supporter of Fairtrade, and recently received
certification as a ‘Fairtrade Church’. Please make a special effort this Easter to buy
Fairtrade
chocolate,
and
further
support
the
organisation
buy
purchasing other Fairtrade goods as
part of your regular shopping – there
are now over 3500 Fairtrade products
licensed, from coffee, to flowers.
In a groundbreaking move, Cadbury
and the Fairtrade Foundation recently
announced plans to achieve Fairtrade
certification
for Cadbury’s Dairy
Milk, by the end of
Summer 2009. This
certification will result
in the tripling of sales
of
cocoa
under
Fairtrade terms for
cocoa
farmers
in
Ghana, increasing Fairtrade cocoa sales
for existing certified farming groups
and opening up new opportunities for
thousands more farmers to benefit
from the Fairtrade system.
And on the subject of Easter, please see
below for the Easter service dates and
times.
Diary Dates ...
v
v
v
v
v

Special services and other events at St. Peter’s:
th
Palm Sunday, April 5 . Holy Communion (BCP) 8 a.m., and Morning
Worship, 10 a.m.
th
Maundy Thursday, April 9 . Passover Supper, 7.30 p.m. (See details in
church)
th
Good Friday, April 10 . Morning Prayers, 7.30 a.m., and ‘An Hour at the
Cross’, 2 p.m.
th
Easter Day, Sunday April 12 . Holy Communion (BCP), at 8 a.m., and
Morning Worship at 10 a.m.
th
Sunday April 19 . Benefice Holy Communion, 10 a.m.
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v

Jesus and Me (J.A.M.) Service: An all-age service tailored to our children,
held jointly with Hook Norton Baptist Church. Every third Sunday, alternating
between St. Peter’s (10 a.m), and Hook Norton Baptist Church (10.30 a.m).
Please see Posters the week before each J.A.M service.
Regular Diary Dates:

ü

Fairtrade stalls: There is a Fairtrade stall in church after the 10 a.m. service
every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. There will also be a Fairtrade stall
at the Font Café, at least one Saturday every month.

ü

Jesus and Me (JAM) club: Hook Norton Primary School study centre, every
Wednesday, 3.15-4.15 p.m. during term time, for keystage 1 and keystage
2 children (not nursery).

ü

Wheelers and Squealers: Our regular get-togethers for the village tots,
tinies and their parents/carers. 11.00 a.m. at St. Peter’s, every second
Thursday of the month (see posters for confirmation).

ü

Youth Groups: The Youth Groups meet once a month at the Norman
Matthews Memorial Hall. There are two groups. ‘Energize’ is the group for
all secondary school children, and ‘Outlook’ is for young people in school
year ten and upwards. For more details, Contact Chris & Laura Cooke, on
07739 313381, or see the St. Peter’s website :
www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk.

ü

The Drop. At the Norman Matthews Memorial Hall, every Tuesday and
Wednesday, from 5pm till 6pm. Open to everyone in secondary school and
upwards!. Details from Chris Cooke, on 07739 313381.

ü

Benefice Prayer meetings: Every third Wednesday of the month. See
posters in church porch for dates and venues.

ü

Font Café: 10.00 a.m. ‘til 12.00 noon, every Tuesday and Saturday morning.
Fresh coffee, tea and biscuits, served free of charge. An opportunity to meet
with friends, relax and chat. Children and well-behaved dogs welcome!

IMPORTANT:
Notice of St Peter's
District Church Council
Annual General Meeting
2 April 2009 7.30 pm in St Peter's Church
Agenda
Receive accounts for 2008
Elect officers of the Church, particularly, 2 Church Wardens
All parishioners on the Civic Electoral Roll are entitled
to attend and vote.
Sophia Fox, Churchwarden. 730818;
sophiafox1@aol.com; www.stpeters-hooknorton.org. uk
13

14

GARDEN CLUB
The gardening club year began with an illustrated talk on Kiftsgate
Gardens by Anne Chambers who is the third generation of her family
to live and garden there. Her enthusiasm for the garden which she has
known for many years was apparent and made it come alive. If you
have not been there it is well worth a visit at any time of year but
especially in June when the famous rose is in bloom. Kiftsgate is almost
opposite Hidcote so you can't miss it.
Don't forget to check your club calendar for forthcoming events: the Spring Show
on 18 April in St Peter's Church (entry night the previous Wednesday 7-8 in the
Memorial Hall); followed by a talk by Sue Bedwell on South African flowers on 20
May. Let's hope we will have a summer warm enough to grow these exotic plants.
Spring appears to be on the way so Happy Gardening.
Verity Calderan

HOOK NORTON
PLAYGROUP
The Playgroup has
refurbished its toilets
and basins after
fundraising and
donations from many
sources including Music
at the Crossroads. A big
thanks to all involved.
We are also pleased to
announce we have
secured funding from
Oxfordshire County
Council to develop a
sensory garden at the
rear of the playgroup.
This will be a fabulous
addition to our
resources for the
children, however some
donated labour, fencing
supplies, building
materials, and plants
will be very welcome. If
you are willing to help
or can get us a discount
(remember we are a
not-for profit charitable
trust!) please email
hnppg@btinternet.com
or call 01608 730560
and leave your name
and number - we'll be
most grateful and will
get in touch.
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Full range of
Hook Norton Ales
Traditional home cooked food
The Pear Tree Inn
Tel: 01608 737482

Bed and Breakfast
Quiz night - Sundays

MICHAEL HEMMINGS
Carpenter & Joiner

Tel: 01608 737069
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, DOORS,
WINDOWS, PURPOSE MADE JOINERY, HOME
IMPROVEMENTS, RESTORATION WORK.
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON
COMMUNITY LIBRARY
We shall be holding our annual
BOOK and PLANT SALE
at THE LIBRARY, HOOK NORTON
on SATURDAY, 9 MAY 2009
from 9.30 am onwards

This year we are collecting books from 1 April to 5 May,
so if you have any second-hand books in good condition,
please ‘phone Olwen Goodwin on 737283,
who will give you the address of the collecting point in the Village
most convenient to you.
Plants will be very welcome on the day.

OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON
FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556
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lery
C ut

and Crockery for Hir

e

Are you holding an event that you need to
hire cutlery and crockery for?
Held on the second
Saturday
from 9-12 midday.

I have enough for 120 people including
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls
and serving spoons.

A variety of stalls including
bric-a-brac, collectables,
cakes, plants, cards,
jewellery, and much more.
Lots of bargains!

15p an item, and return it dirty!
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.

To hire a table
(£3.00 / £6.00),
ring Julie Tobin on 737952
The market will be held in
the Memorial Hall

From private dinner parties for 10
to the one off party for 120 guests
all you need to do is call:

Vicky Taylor
on
01295 788924/ 07841910037
Estate Agents and Surveyors

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111
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HOOK NORTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Hi again - what a busy couple of months we have had at the club , firstly thanks to all
who attended another fab night with the Blue Meanies and to all that have supported
the quiz and Nobby’s Cheltenham race day on Friday 13th. Well done to everyone who
came to Red Nose Bingo and ‘Picked your nose’, we raised £73.00 from the night
which has been sent to this very worthy charity.
With the better weather hopefully on the way and summer approaching we are having
a change around at the club and opening times have increased. We now have 2 large
screen TV’S - sky and digital so don’t worry about missing your favourite sport whilst
socialising, and we are happy to announce we have entered both an A and a B team
into this year’s Aunt Sally league, so will stay open after junior cricket on Thursday’s
and throughout the summer (see club web site for details of pre-season friendly’s).
Please note once junior cricket is over, members of the social club, visiting aunt sally
competitors and guests only! We are also introducing Wednesday nights whilst the
lighter nights are here. We also have a few Easter treats planned as well as our sell
out ABBA night.
Please see below our new summer opening hours and see throughout the newsletter
details of forthcoming events, thank you again for your continued support and hope
to see you all very soon.
Bar opening times as of May 2009
Wednesday nights
6.30pm
Thursday nights
6.30pm -7.30 pm Junior cricket 8.00pm-close Aunt Sally ,
members and guests only
Fridays
4.00pm - times may vary according to bookings
Saturday
2.00pm – 11.00pm
Sundays
12.00pm- times may vary according to events
During the above times - the Club Kitchen
will also be open for Tea, Coffee,
Basket meals, Snacks, Burgers etc.

FRIENDS OF
HOOK NORTON
COMMUNITY
LIBRARY
We are starting a new
Book Group in the
Village, which will be
held in the Library – first
meeting
is
on
Wednesday 13 May at
2.30. All will be very
welcome – either just
come along or speak to
Olwen
Goodwin
on
737283 or Bob Calderan
on 730773.
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LOGS
TOP QUALITY, SPLIT, SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
BULK OR BAGS

DAVID RANDALL TREE WORK
01608 738109 / 07831 571176
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HOOK NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH
As Easter approaches, Christians will again be thinking
about the death and resurrection of Jesus. After the
crucifixion the friends of Jesus were very confused and
dejected. Their Master, in whom they had placed their trust
was dead. How could the Son of God have allowed himself
to be arrested and killed? What now of their hopes and
dreams for the future? Had it all been in vain?
But three days later, when Mary of Magdala went to the tomb, she saw that the stone
had been rolled away from the entrance. She ran to tell Peter and John, who came
and saw that the body had gone, and in it’s place there sat two angels. As Mary waited
outside, she was aware of a man standing near her, whom she thought to be the
gardener. “Where have you taken him?” she asked the man. But he was not the
gardener, he was Jesus, risen from the dead. As he gently spoke her name, she
realised who he was, and worshipped him. (You can read the story in John 20 verses
10 to 18)
Jesus is nearer than you think! Perhaps you are standing outside the Christian Faith,
(the Church), not opposed to it, but not really involved; maybe a bit confused by it’s
teachings, wondering if it has any relevance to your life. It could be that Jesus is
standing right by you but you haven’t recognised him. Talk to him, he could make a
whole lot of difference to your life. And why not come to church this Easter and get
to know him better? You would be very welcome at any of these Easter events.
Easter at HNBC
Maundy Thursday April 9th

6.30pm.

A simple meal, followed
by communion.

Good Friday

April 10th

10am

Short service, followed by
hot cross buns and coffee.

Sunday

April 12th

8am
9am
10.30am

Communion
Breakfast,
Morning Service.

The series of Lent Meetings, on a theme of “Aspects of
Mission”, has been well received so far. These meetings, in part,
have been a preparation for Mission2010, which will, hopefully,
involve all the local churches. More information will be available
as plans develop.
The final Just Desserts event of this season will take place on Saturday April 18th,
with another Family Film night.
Last month’s Quiz Night was a great success.
Holiday club dates: August 3rd to 6th
Dorothy Smith 737266. Rev. John Taylor, church Office 737315

HOOK NORTON MUSEUM
Our ironstone worker model is desperate for a pair of
hob-nail boots. Does any one have a pair that needs a
good home?
Barbara Hicks, Joint Curator 01608 737017
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LOW CARBON HOOK NORTON
The group met on 12th March at the Brewery Visitors Centre
(once again, many thanks to James Clarke and Duncan Collins
for their hospitality).
Green Neighbourhoods Update
Firstly, residents were given the opportunity to discuss the
recent free heating and insulation surveys and the Green
Neighbourhoods grants scheme with an independent assessor.
Ken from Green Neighbourhoods gave an update on the Hooky Pilot Study. Most
households involved in the programme have now had their surveys done and eagerly
await reports that will tell them what needs to be done, what can be done, how much
it should cost and how much support they can get towards this.
It was recognised that this had been quite a complex procedure for the companies
involved, given the range of different buildings in the village, and it was agreed that
a wider range of products and services would have to be researched to meet the
heating and insulation needs of such diverse homes. Products available through
Natural Building Technologies were identified as being particularly useful for internal
wall insulation in “breathing” stone buildings. Residents involved in the programme
will be eligible for a government grant and interest free loan to support their
commitment to reducing their carbon footprints and the amount of energy they use.
Guides’ Swap Shop
Sarah Gardner gave feedback about the recent Hook Norton Guides’ Swap Shop which
took place at the primary school on 7th March. (see Sarah’s separate note in the
newsletter on this). By the end of the afternoon a significant amount of previously
unwanted items had found new homes and had been saved from landfill, meaning
that the Guides prevented more than half a tonne of C02 from being released into the
atmosphere – well done Guides!
Another Swap Shop will be organised later in the year to help further reduce Hook
Norton's carbon footprint and thus reduce our impact on climate change.
Bulk Oil Purchasing
It was brought to the attention of the group that rural communities can form buying
groups to purchase oil in bulk, offering considerable savings on fuel costs and the
potential of reducing the level of tanker traffic through the village. Some bulk
purchasing schemes also offer cash back that has been used for local charitable
purposes e.g. the BEAM scheme in Wiltshire. LCHN is very supportive of any
initiatives the Parish Council or others might take forward on this, and the 30-40
members will happily be the first to sign up to a Hooky scheme. It saves money for
each household ordering through the scheme, provides funds for charitable activities
in the village and means fewer tankers coming into the village, lowering emissions –
that’s a win, win, win!
Village Website
There is now an Environmental Forum on the website for discussion of local
environmental issues. Also, Charlie Luxton is going to have a look at the Low Carbon
Hook Norton section on the website and jazz it up a bit!
Street lighting
The Parish Council has been approached by Oxfordshire Highways in relation to their
views on switching off some or all of the street lights between the hours of 12.30am
and 5.30am. This received a unanimously positive response from the LCHN group on
the grounds that it will save energy, reduce the proportion of Council Tax that is spent
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on lighting, reduce CO2 emissions and light pollution. It was noted that,
contrary to fears that switching off lights will result in a crime wave,
evidence from the police indicates that a reduction in lighting has
absolutely no impact on crime levels. So we can sleep safe in our beds
and gaze at the stars through our windows!
Allotments
The waiting list for allotments was discussed - if as we understand is
the case at present there are more than 7 people on the waiting list for
allotments LCHN would strongly encourage the Parish Council to
provide further allotments. Not only fresh and healthy food but also a
significant way we can all reduce the climate change impact of the food
we eat – you can’t get more local!
Network links
There is a range of environmental and low carbon groups such as
Transition Towns, CAFE (Community Action for Energy) and Low
Carbon Communities Network springing up around the country. Charlie
Luxton is going to look into the benefits of linking with these groups.
The Age of Stupid
At the meeting we were looking forward to the premiere of the new climate change
film “The Age of Stupid” on Sunday the 15th March. Having just come back from this
very powerful film as we finish off
this newsletter piece we would
thoroughly recommend that you go
and see this film. Then make up
your
own
mind
……
www.ageofstupid.net/screenings
For further information on any of
these subjects, contact Tim Lunel
on 730446 or
lunel@btinternet.com
or come along and join us for
the next meeting!
Catherine Hayward.
Next meeting at 7.30 pm on
Thursday 14th May is going to be
hosted by Charlie and Kate
Luxton at “Beanacre Cottage”,
the white thatched cottage on
Rope Way - their fantastic low
carbon refurbishment.
The
changes they have made with
insulating their solid stone walls
and the roof space under the
thatch and also installing a wood
pellet boiler are at the forefront
of the efforts many households
are now making in the village to
reduce their carbon emissions
and use less energy.
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Select & Save @ The Village Shop
High Street, Hook Norton, Oxon, OX15 5NQ
Tel 01608 737245, Fax 01608 737481
E-mail:- enquiries @villageshophooky.co.uk
Monday to Friday 7am –8pm
Saturdays 8am – 8pm
Sundays 8am – 6pm

Our flower department is blooming marvellous. Our trained
florists can make you anything to order.
We also do weddings, events & funerals.
Remember to get your order in early – our flowers come
direct from Holland on temperature controlled lorries.
Don’t forget our supplies of fresh bread, meat,
cheeses, vegetables, salads and fruit.
Easter Eggs, chocolate, treats for a party?
All the family to feed for lunch?
Or gorgeous cakes and the makings of a picnic...
No problem.

All here in your local village shop!
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LEE STRATFORD COMMUNITY TRUST
About The Trust
The Trust was set up in January 2006 to commemorate the life of our eldest son Lee,
who sadly passed away in November 2005 aged 23.
Anyone who knew Lee will tell you that he was a very special person and forged
lifetime friendships with everyone he met (unusual for someone with autism). He
loved so many things in life but the big three were Hook Norton, The Sports & Social
Club and children. The idea for the Christmas Parties came from his love of Christmas
and his even bigger love of the children in the village. Most of the money we raise
goes towards providing a free Christmas party for 0 – 10 years olds in the village plus
supporting other events and projects involving our youngsters. We
are not a huge organisation and rely on donations from other village
activities to top up our fundraising, for which we are very grateful.
Two dates for your diary:
Sunday 9th August – Lee’s Six-a-side Football Tournament
Sunday 30th August – Hooky Duck Race
Both these events will take place at Hook Norton Sports & Social Club
Events Committee
Up until now we have managed to get by with organising our main events with just family
members and a few trusted loyal friends who have stepped in to assist us on the day.
Two main issues have now arisen to
prompt the set up of an official events
committee for the Trust.
I must confess to being the main
instigator of all the tried and tested
fundraising so far and have roped in
the family whether they liked it or
not. This has worked fine but both our
children have young families (one on
the way) and it is unfair of me to
dump things on them without a
moments notice. Also at last years
Duck Race I was struggling with a
slipped disc on the day and finally
realised that I am not invincible and
we could do with more help!
Ideally it would be nice to have a
small group to help with the bigger
picture to bring new ideas and help us
to move the Trust forward so we can
continue to provide more activities for
the village children.
If you feel you can help us and give a
few hours of your time please contact
me. Once we have identified enough
new helpers, we can get together and
brain-storm the future of the Trust.
Valerie Stratford, Old Police
House, Netting Street, Hook
Norton 01608 730419
vstratford@fsmail.net
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Street Lighting in Hook Norton between 12:30 am and 5:30 am
Oxfordshire Highways, who are responsible for street lighting in our village,
have asked the Parish Council if we would like to have all or some of the street
lights in Hook Norton switched off during the early hours of the morning,
returning to the schedule we had some years ago.
Reasons:
The reasons for doing this are mainly environmental - to reduce the carbon
emissions of the county as a whole, but it will also reduce the amount of our
council tax that is spent on electricity.
Facts:
Thames
Valley Police
assure us that street lighting has no effect on crime in villages (most of which
is during the day) and other research supports this. Traffic at this time of day is
very sparse so there would be no measurable effect on road safety.
Fears:
Public opinion does not always coincide with the facts. Surveys suggest that
those living on their own in particular, think that dark streets at night encourage
crime.
The Parish Council has a duty to represent the views of the

If you have worries
about security at home and
would like expert advice
please contact:

Jayne Taylor
Crime prevention and reduction
advisor
Thames Valley police: Cherwell District

"
I support the proposal
that the street lighting
in the village be switched
off between 12:30am and
5:30am

Furthe r Comme nts

I object to the proposal
that the street lighting
in the village be switched

Please drop this in at the post office before the 24th
April or complete the survey by email to
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FRANCIS MORDAUNT

MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the Open College of Foot Health Professionals
Member of the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
To enquire about a home visit please telephone:

01295 730615
Professional Foot Care in Your Own Home

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com
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HOOK NORTON LIBRARY
Opening Hours;

Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

2.00pm-5.00pm
2.00pm-5.00pm
2.00pm-5.00pm
9.00am-12.30pm

6.00pm-7.00pm
6.00pm-7.00pm

Hello everyone, just a short update on what has been happening here.
Firstly I’d like to apologise for no library news in the last copy of the newsletter, I
think I managed to e-mail it to myself!
Our Rhymetimes for the 0 to 3 year olds are still proving popular; the next dates are
Monday 20th April, Monday 18th May and Monday 22nd June from 2.00pm to 2.30pm.
All are welcome, just come along, no tickets needed.
Also I’m hoping to have a Storytime for 4 to 7 year olds on Wednesday 15th April
2.30pm to 3.30pm, tickets will be available for this nearer the time from the library.
There are colouring and activity sheets for the children in the run–up to Easter and I
would love to have some new artwork to display in the childrens' section and in the
Reading Room so if any young artists want to display their work drop the pictures in.
Make a note in your diary for the morning of the 9th May when the annual Book and Plant
sale takes place here. This is organised by the Friends Of Hook Norton Library who work
extremely hard to make it happen and was most successful last year. We are hoping for
sunshine on the day so do pop along and pick up some bargain books and plants.
Also in the library we have a collection box for Books For Schools tokens, which are
appearing in The Times and The Sunday Times, and also Sainsbury’s and Tesco
vouchers. I know Hook Norton Primary School are collecting these so if you have any
and can’t drop them in at the school, please leave them here and we will pass them on.
Our battery recycling is as popular as ever and don’t forget we have photocopying
and computers with broadband here. The Friends of Hook Norton Library now supply
The Oxford Times weekly and also Country Living monthly and we have other donated
magazines to read as well as The Banbury Guardian supplied by the library each week.
Looking forward to seeing you all soon.
Janet May, Library Manager
Hook Norton's Anna Bradshaw is directing in Oxford in April.
Tangent Tree Theatre is a dynamic, new company based in
Oxford. Established in 2008, the company aims to give
opportunities to individuals looking to develop their creative
talents. The company's debut production, Steven Sondeim's

Merrily We Roll Along
Old Fire Station Studio Theatre,
George Street, Oxford
22 - 25 April 2009
It's 1976 and Franklin Shepard, a one-time composer of Broadway musicals, is a
successful Hollywood film producer. His path to the top was not easy, and on the
way he lost his closest friends, including best friend Charley Kringas. See their
lives unfold as we slowly go back through time, scene by scene, to see how Frank
became the cynical and jaded man he is today; from where they started back in
1959, on a rooftop, the world waiting for them to conquer it.

Tickets available from the OFS Studio box office on 0844 844 0662
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Sea Gull Lodge, borders of Cornwall/Devon, Twixt Liskeard/Tavistock, in the Golden Triangle.
Nr Dartmoor, Cotehele NT. Scenic railway, beaches, Eden project.
Comfortable family accommodation,
4 beds, sleeps 8/10, 2 baths, fitted kitchen.
Fantastic views of Tamar valley / Dartmoor.
Quietly situated, swimming
and tennis available.

Reasonable charges all year round.
www.seagull-lodge.co.uk
Call for more info and rates: 01295 788848
email: seagulllodge@googlemail.com

Paul Austin
Electrical services
Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 737031 Mobile: 07970 457291
Sockets ~ Lights ~ Extensions ~ Re-wires
Domestic
Agricultural & Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Back Pain, Sports Injury & Headache Clinic
Especially for long term pain
BUPA + PPP
Registered

Hector Wells B.Sc.(Hons)., D.O., G.OsC.,
Registered Osteopath & Associates

· Back and Neck Pains,
· Sciatica, Frozen Shoulder,
· Tennis elbow, Knees and Arthritic
Hips a speciality,
· Pins and needles, Babycolic Clinic
· Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
· Whiplash
· Stress Pain

To avoid disrobing
please wear a loose
T-shirt and
joggers/leggings

For your feet & leg problems

Appointments (01295) 265 267
Monday to Saturday & Evenings
54 Bloxham Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 9JR

30

D.Houlton B.Sc.(Hons)
Pod.SRCh. Mchs.
State Registered Podiatrist

THEATRE
In the last issue I recommended 'Death of a Salesman' at Chippy Theatre. Those who
didn't see it missed a wonderful piece of theatre, finely acted.
In the West End another Miller play, 'View from the Bridge' is being performed to rave
reviews. I am certain if those same critics had seen the performance at Chipping
Norton they would have been equally enthusiastic. Well done Chippy!
And Arthur Miller is still around. Oxford Playhouse is to present his famous protest at
McCarthyism, 'The Crucible' ; set in Salem in 1692 it is a terrifying account of
hysteria, bigotry and deceit. This is on between 31st March and 4th April.
Not surprisingly the same theatre in the following week offers a comic gem Georges
Feydeau's French farce 'Where There's A Will'.
On 4th April Chippy Theatre has an interesting-sounding play by Lee Hall - author of
'Billy Elliot'. Hall is a gifted writer and I am sure 'Spoonface Steinberg' - an intimate
story told from the perspective of an autistic child - will be good. Anyone who can woo
the National Theatre audiences with the story of the pitman painters of
Northumberland is someone special in the theatre!
To celebrate his 70th year the Royal at Northampton has a season of Ayckbourn plays
in June and July but the Banbury Cross Players steal a march with 'Role Play' (29th
April to 2nd May) - a signature dose of penetrating humour tempered with subtle
insights into family relationships and class distinctions. This at The Mill Arts Centre
Banbury.
Another favourite playwright is at
the
Everyman
Theatre
Cheltenham - 14th to 18th April.
J B Priestley's 'An Inspector Calls'
- a truly classic thriller.
Finally something for the younger
readers. The Warwick Arts Centre
is presenting 'The Snow Queen' adapted from the Hans Christian
Andersen tale - 11th to 14th
April. A spine-tingling treat for
children and the rest of us. Teatro
Kismet
are
renowned
for
breathtaking aerial acrobatics,
dance and music.
Keep alive at the theatre!
John Wheatley

MACMILLAN
COFFEE
MORNING
The Macmillan Coffee
Morning will take place
on Friday 25th
September,
more details
to follow in a
later edition.
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FARMHOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM
SWALCLIFFE
Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful
th
surroundings in our comfortable 18 C
Farmhouse

CONTACT: BARBARA TAYLOR
TEL 01295 780206
www.swalcliffegrange.com

Ladies & Gents Hairdressing
Open Monday - Saturday
Late Night Opening Tuesdays until 8pm
Come into Salon 2 where
you are as important as your Hair
Sandra Fathers
Telephone: 01608 737073
Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon.
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Hello, I am PC Phil Morris and I am the Banbury Rural Neighbourhood Specialist
Officer (NSO). I am pleased to announce that Sgt Scott Evans has now arrived at
Banbury police station and has taken over the running of the Banbury and Bicester
Rural teams.
JANUARY REPORT
During January the Banbury Rural police community support officers (PCSOs) have
been reduced down to two as PCSO Kevin Lewis has moved across to the Bicester
Rural neighbourhoods.
The PCSOs have been very busy with the Junior Citizens Scheme. This is a scheme in
which young people from local village primary schools attend a day at Oxford Fire
Station. During that day the pupils are taught skills in personal safety, stranger
danger, rail track safety and fire safety among many other skills. The aim is to
provide the young people with the knowledge to stay safe.
The PCSOs have also been conducting visits to victims of crime on the rural beat.
These visits are very good to reassure the victims of crime and also good for speaking
with the communities.
I am currently investigating an incident in North Newington in which an air rifle is
being used to shoot pellets at front doors in that village. If anyone knows anything
about this incident please get in touch with me on 0845 8 505 505.
The Banbury Rural Neighbourhood Action Group(*) (NAG) meeting was held in
January and from that meeting the mobile Speed Indication Device will be deployed
in a number of villages. We are still monitoring the speeding problems throughout the
villages and if you feel that there is an area that needs addressing with speed
enforcement please get in touch with me.
With the NAG priority of burglary dwelling, I can report that between 13/11/08 and
20/01/09 there were six recorded incidents.
[* The next Banbury Rural Neighbourhood Action Group meeting in Hook Norton will
be on 27th April between 9am – 12 noon. See page 51 for more information]
FEBRUARY REPORT
Over February we, as the Banbury Rural team, have been conducting many highvisibility patrols in villages that have seen anti-social behaviour.
Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) Lana Smith and Nikki Dale have received
positive feedback from residents in Bloxham following their patrols and it has been
noted by residents that anti-social behaviour in the area has dropped over the period
of patrols.
There has also been positive feedback following patrols and attending community
meetings in Adderbury.
During February there have been seven incidents of criminal damage to vehicles in
the Twyford and Adderbury area.
If anyone has any information regarding these offences please make contact on 0845
8 505 505 or anonymously via Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
I have taken delivery of a brand new Speed Indicator Device (SID) to place at the
side of the road and show motorists what speeds they are doing through the villages.
Speeding is our number one neighbourhood action group priority, and the SID will be
a very effective tool in tackling the problem.
PC 1698 Morris
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Paintings, prints, 3 D objects, certificates photos,
tapestries. Choose all your frames in the comfort of
your home. Phone for a free visit.

Hook Norton (01608)-730 306

Academy Framing
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CHIPPING NORTON SPORTS AWARDS
In November 2008 , the first Chipping Norton Sports
Awards were held by the Town Council.
Three Hooky residents received acknowledgement of
their sporting skills:
Katie Wood, for her Kayaking and Canoeing , won
the Over 18 Sportsperson of the year title.
Her sister Megan Wood, received a Commended
certificate for her Canoeing.
Tom Butler, a Kite Surfer also received a
Commended certificate.
Nomination forms will be available from June for the
2009 Chippy Sports Awards.
Anyone can be nominated who works, plays or goes
to school in the Town.
Graham Beacham (01608) 810047.

RAYMOND TUTT
Anne Tutt would
like to say a special
thank you to the
people of Hook
Norton for all the
kindness, help and
support during the
period of Ray’s
illness and since his
death at the end of
December 2008.
I could not have
managed without
your help and Ray
was so touched by
his many friends in
the village in his
last few weeks.

£1500 has been
raised for the
Pancreatic Cancer
Research Fund &
Bwengu Projects,
Malawi.
Thankyou all so
much for your
support.
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Foodieanna
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HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES 2009
Just a reminder that the 2009 Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales will
take place on Saturday 18th July in the Rural Fayre Field. As ever,
we would appreciate any offers of help in the preceeding fortnight,
on the day or clearing up on the Sunday. If you would like to be
involved in any way, please contact Gill on 07855 807005 or
gill.begnor@isoftplc.com
As we reported in the last newsletter, this year we donated £2000
to a new charity - Rays of Sunshine. This charity grants wishes to
children with serious or life-limiting conditions and we have recently
received details of a wish referral from the Oxford Radcliffe Hospital which our
donation is going to cover. A budget of £500 from our donation has been allocated to
this wish, which is for Eleanor who is 15 yrs old. She has Hydrocephalus which is
treated with a shunt. Over the past 2 years she has had a lot of problems associated
with her condition and has had over 30 operations to her spine and brain. Eleanor is
passionate about art and photography and loves to take video clips of her friends.
Through the John Radcliffe Hospital she has become a member of the Young Peoples
Executive. She is also a member of Oxfordshire councils youth sounding board which
has given her great
confidence to speak
out
in
group
situations and meet
and
make
new
friends.
Eleanor’s
wish is to help on a
magazine/fashion
shoot and this has
been referred to a
wish co-ordinator to
organise.
We
will
include an update on
this wish in a future
newsletter.
Many thanks to you
all for your continued
support.

12 noon,
Thurs, 30th April
Chipping
Norton’s
award
winning,
family
friendly
open-air pool opens
its doors again for
nearly five months
of swimming and
fun for all the family.
www.chippylido.co.uk
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BED & BREAKFAST
Buttslade House Cottage (Sibford Gower) offers
comfortable accommodation with en suite bathroom
overlooking a tranquil English country garden.
Contact Diana Thompson (01295)788818
or janthompson50@hotmail.com
www. buttsladehouse.co. uk

CHIPPING NORTON GOLF CLUB
MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE
NO JOINING FEE FOR A LIMITED PERIOD ONLY
Enjoy year round golf at this archetypal parkland course set at the gateway to the Cotswolds.

WINTER WARMERS AVAILABLE from £25 per person, (minimum of 4 people,
available Mondays-Fridays, Excluding Bank Holidays)
Contact Lindsey Dray on 01608 642383 for more information.
Email: golfadmin@chippingnortongolfclub.com
Website: www.chippingnortongolfclub.com

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly cooked fish and chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4.30 – 8.45pm
Also available for any outside events, private parties, etc.
Tel: 01295 812 811
0779 459849
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LETTER TO THE EDITORS
We have received the letter below regarding the Festival of Fines Ales.
FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES 2008
'As one of the founding trio of the Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales involved in all
aspects of the first eight events and then as a helper in three further events I am all
too aware of the massive efforts required by the organisers and congratulate them
on the 2008 achievement.
I am however, extremely disappointed to see the donation list. Whilst Leukaemia
Research was the recipient of the largest single donation I believe that it is more than
unfortunate that they were not the beneficiaries of the majority of the total sum
distributed. Leukaemia Research was chosen to be the principle beneficiary for the
profits of the event to the extent that they were deemed to be more than worthy of
the majority and not squeezed out to be [just] less than fifty percent of the donation
figure.
Support from The Hook Norton Brewery or the other breweries who have donated
over the years has never been conditional on total donations for Leukaemia Research,
but I feel that to marginalise them in this way is not in the spirit of the original
objectives of the festival.
It is a possibility that this is an oversight and I hope that donations made this year
take into consideration the primary objectives and adjust the donations accordingly
to correct the situation.
Other than that, keep up the good work'. Bob Murray

The Committee have replied :
'We appreciate Bob's continued interest in the Festival, and hasten to assure him that
we have not lost sight of the ideals of the founders of the event. The statistics of this
year's donations were simply complicated by the late addition of the donation to the
Oxford Cancer Charity (considered a very worthwhile cause) which Gill and Denis
were very pleased to hand over to a representative of the charity at the Brewery in
the company of Paula and James Clark.
We continue to enjoy the wholehearted and enthusiastic support of Paula and James
(James was also one of the founders of the event) as well as of Leukaemia Research
itself. Certainly no one present at the Donations evening raised concerns about the
amount.
We are now in the process of planning the event for 18th July, and hope this will raise
another bumper sum for Leukaemia Research and the other good causes we resolve
to support'. Denis Wynn

CALLING ALL DOG & CAT LOVERS
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has so far donated
items for unwanted cats and dogs. Please don't forget that it is an ongoing appeal.
One of the local veterinary surgeries is collecting items for homeless dogs and cats.
If you have any of the following to spare, they would be very gratefully received.
Old Dog Leads – Collars – Blankets – Towels – Beds – Dog Coats
Scratching Posts – Spare Food – Chews – Brushes – Combs – Shampoo
Toothpaste – In date Wormer / Flea Treatments – Toys etc..
Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's/ cat's life a little happier.
Anything not suitable will be divided between the RSPCA and PDSA Charity shops
in Banbury. Please spare a few minutes to search for any unwanted items
mentioned above. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to deliver them.
Many thanks – Hilary Wiseman 01608 730090
39

Plumbing & Heating

Please Telephone 01608 7375 50
(A nswer Machine)

Holycombe,
Whichford, Warwickshire
3 miles from Hook Norton
Beautiful group room and therapy rooms to let
With underfloor heating
Weekly classes of Pilates, Yoga and Circle Dance
Anti-natal and post natal yoga and hypnobirthing
Interesting range of weekend workshops
Holiday cottage and Studio to let in Whichford,
Houses in Andalucia, Spain and
the Western Highlands of Scotland to let
See ‘events’ menu and houses at
www.holycombe.com
email sally@holycombe.com or
call Sally on 01608 684239
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SUCCESS FOR HOOK NORTON’S FIRST SWAP SHOP
70 people came to Hook Norton’s
first SWAP SHOP organised by
1stHook Norton Guides and “Low
Carbon Hook Norton” on Saturday
7th March 2009. Altogether
161kgs of all sorts of items
(bicycles, guitars, games, DVDs,
CDs, books etc) were recycled by
people taking away things they
fancied, potentially saving 644kgs
of CO2 emissions going into the
atmosphere – this is more than
half a tonne of gas! That is as
much as someone would save in a
whole year if they filled their

cavity walls with insulation or put up solar
panels to heat their hot water and if you
wanted a visual image it’s 644 large 1m
diameter balloons filled with CO2!
The guides served teas and coffees and
brought some delicious cakes, so the
afternoon was also very sociable and most
people went home with something new whilst
also getting rid of a few things which were no
longer wanted.
As well as being fun, the SWAP SHOP raised
around £60 from donations for the World Wide
Fund for Nature (WWF) which was the charity
1st Hook Norton Guides chose to support as
part of Girlguiding’s 2009 “Change the World”
Challenge.

I would like to say a big thank you
to all those who helped organise
the event, all those people who
brought unwanted items, and of
course to everyone who came
along on the day. We should all
feel pleased knowing that we have
taken a small step to help save
the planet. Maybe Hook Norton
should hold another SWAP SHOP?
Sarah Gardner
1st Hook Norton Guides
01608 737816
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Structural & Civil Engineering Consultancy
Work undertaken in the following areas:
Ø
Ø
Ø

Refurbishment & conversions
Domestic new build & extensions
Commercial & Industrial buildings

Specialist areas of work:
Ø
Ø
Ø

Stonework
Oak framed structures
3D Engineering

Tel: 0845 241 4705
Mob: 07813 694 680

Email: sean@solid-structures.com
www.solid-structures.com

Solid Stuctures (UK) LTD, The Brewery, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon OX15 5NY

Faulkner Associates
Chart ered Accountants
Do you need assistance with Sage or other accounting packages?
Are bookkeeping and payroll duties interfering with the running of
your business?
Do you want to start up your own company?
Please contact Sakine Faulkner BSc ACA for all your accounting needs.
Tel: 01608 730 194 Mob: 07947 630 505
email: sakine@faulknerassoc.co.uk

MJB General Services Limited
Qualified Electrician ● Painting ● Decorating
Carpentry ● Brickwork ● Property Maintenance
No job too small ● All work considered
No obligation quotations ● Fully insured
2 Nil Farm Cottages, Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 730322 or 07711 669434
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
Spring is in the air – or it is as I write this piece! We’ve started rolling
the wicket in preparation for this year because we know that it is
going to be a hot dry one! What better way to spend a sunny
summer afternoon than playing cricket, or watching your children
enjoying the game. This season will be our first based out of the
fantastic new club house and we want to make it one that we will
remember.
We have been given the honour of staging the premier final in the
Oxfordshire Cricket league this year at the end of August, the Airey
Cup. It’s one we won 3 years ago and we are would dearly like to repeat that this
year. But there’s a lot of cricket between then and the start of May where we get
under way in earnest for both junior and senior sections. We know there a couple of
talented cricketers who have moved into the village (no names mentioned …..yet!)
so we hope to continue to build on the success of this thriving club.
Indoor nets will be continuing until the last week of April at Chipping Norton Leisure
centre from 6-8pm. So dust off your whites, young or old we hope to see you up at
the field over the summer.
Contacts, Seniors Tim Lunel 730446; Juniors Paul White 730031

FROM TALLIS TO BRITTEN
If you possess even an hint of
fondness for the splendour of
English Choral Music then you
are likely to find warmth and
delight in the performance by
The Warriner Choral Society
of works from the ‘greats’,
including:
If Ye Love Me: Zadok the
Priest: Hear My Prayer / O for
the Wings of a Dove: I was
Glad: Rejoice in the Lamb:
Te Deum in C.
The concert shall be in the
Church of St Mary, Bloxham on
Saturday 16th May 2009 at
7.30pm, under Musical Director
Martin
Quinn,
and
with
Organist Jeremy Seager.
There will be a collection in aid
of Myeloma UK in memory of
Hilary Thomas.
There will be Refreshments
during the evening.
Tickets £8.00 (£7.00c) are
obtainable from Hamptons
International Deddington, One
Man Band Banbury, Bloxham
Post Office, Jenny on 01295
721224, or on the door.
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Swalcliffe Park Equestrian
Livery Yard & Cross Country
Swalcliffe Grange Banbury Oxon OXI5 5EX
(formally Grange Farm Stables)

Cross Country Course

Full Livery

with training fields
Jumps 2'3"-3'6"
2 water complex
Available for Hire
Contact 01295 780206

in small exclusive yard
set in quiet rural surroundings
Floodlit school.

Having difficulty cutting your toenails ?
I can help
Rosy Miles-Hamilton B.S.Y.A.
Registered footcare practitioner

for
Home visits
Tel: 01608 737389 or 07816 039180
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK - MID JANUARY TO MID MARCH
Sarah Taylor, who lives in Watery Lane, phoned on 21st January to say that for a
week she had been watching a Fieldfare in the apple tree in her next doors
neighbour's garden dropping down for the windfall apples. She has seen this bird
regularly and had this morning been watching it for about 20 minutes with her
binoculars. On 28th January John Morris in Bourne Lane phoned to say that earlier in
the month he had a Blackcap in his garden and he also had seen a Redwing and a pair
of Bullfinches. On 6th February at about 09.30 there were a pair of Bullfinches in the
front garden of a home in East End. These birds are always in pairs and are quite
easily identified by their white rump, the male is particularly beautiful with its bright
red chest. The snow was lovely for a couple of days, but then, I think, we were
pleased when it had gone as it was very difficult to walk around the village, but whilst
it was around it was interesting to see the birds which came into our gardens to feed.
Redwings love apples and the Fieldfares chased off every other bird so they could
feed, even the Blackbirds had to flee. Maggie White had a Redwing in a tree in her
garden in The Bourne on 7th February. Whilst out walking on 16th February we came
across a flock of Redpolls which settled in an Alder tree, one of their favourites at this
time of the year and, it was interesting to see, first of all a Kestrel come towards them
and they flew off, then returned. Five minutes later, a Sparrowhawk, came again but
again they flew off and returned. 17 Lapwing flew over the fields in the East End on
17th February. Tim Burchell had a male Blackcap and Fieldfare on the same apple tree
at the same time and we had a female Blackcap in our garden on 7th March.
Reed Buntings do come to bird tables and we were lucky enough to see a male on
15th February. A heron was in a field in East End on 26th February. On 27th February
at 13.00 a Red Kite flew quite low over the East End being chased by a Crow and, on
the same day, at about 16.30 one was seen flying over the Fire Station. Long-tailed
Tits live in quite large flocks during the winter, but recently they will have split up into
pairs and we are really enjoying watching a pair coming to feed on the fat balls. They
are obviously building a nest, as they have been taking the moss from an old branch.
They will also pick up feathers as they build a closed, oval nest of moss in a branch
fork, held together with spiders' webs and camouflaged with birch bark and lichen.
We hope they will be successful and we will see the young in due course.
Yellowhammers have been seen on the hedges on the outskirts of the
village and Pied Wagtails in the ploughed fields. Fieldfares and
Redwings are still around but will be moving north soon.
On 3rd March at 04.00 Martin Madge saw a Badger crossing the road
from the printing works in Station Road to the small holding on the
northern side. A Fox was seen in East End on 26th February.
As the snow departed Marianne Joyce saw a Brimstone butterfly near
the nursery school by the playground area. One of these Butterflies
was also seen on 11th March in a garden in the East End, together with
honey Bees on the heather. Recently Bumble Bees are flying around
and when the Snowdrops were in full bloom, Bees were seen on these.
Now the days are getting longer and, hopefully, warmer and we are looking forward to
the return of the migrants, so please look out for Swallows and House Martins, together
with Chiffchaff, Willow, Sedge and Reed Warblers, these last two being located near water.
Please, please let me know when you see the migrants and any other birds, animals,
snakes or amphibians so that I can report them in my article. Some of you must have
seen some frogs and spawn. Thank you to those of you who reported sightings over
the last couple of months and I hope to hear from you again.
Geraldine Moore Tel: 730236 Email: geraldine.moore1@btinternet.com
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●

All makes vehicle servicing

● Competitive prices
● Factory trained mechanics
● MOT ● Parts ● Bodyshop ● Fuel
● Large site with easy parking
● Extensive range of new and used vehicles

Hook Norton, Oxon. OX15 5DD
Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641

(1 mile North of Hook Norton village)

www.firs-garage.com

Domestic & Commercial Groundcare Machinery

Sales, Service, Spare Parts

Shenington Airfield Tel. 01295 680711
bruce@brucehopkins.co.uk
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SATURDAY 4th JULY
MUSIC AT THE
CROSSROADS
Saturday 4th July Ferris Hill Farm: 1pm to 11.30pm
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!
We are proud to announce for 2009 the return of the amazing Kast Off Kinks. The band
features original members of the Kinks and musicians who have created the amazing
catalogue of music which defines British rock and popular music. There has also been the
occasional guest appearance by Ray Davies.
The Kast Off Kinks headlined our music festival in 2006 when they mesmerised listeners
and admirers of all ages with Kinks Klassic songs. The band was overwhelmed by the
hospitality and warm welcome at Hook Norton and we are excited that they are bringing their
music back for us in July.
We have a full musical bill which will include our local new talent along with experienced
touring bands, lots more details to follow, keep up to date on our web site
www.hookymusic.co.uk
As well as the music there will again be all the wonderful children’s entertainment, the
magnificent Hook Norton Beer Tent, a range of food to suit all tastes, and various attractions
in a welcoming family friendly atmosphere.
A Friday Night Special will take place at the venue on Friday 3rd July, featuring the fabulous
Blue Meanies, more information to follow.
Tickets will go on sale on Easter weekend and we will be holding the 2008 prices.
Adult £14 in advance (£18 on the gate) Youth (11-17yrs) £7 in advance (£9 on the gate)
and all children ages 10yrs and under are FREE
There will be the ‘EARLY BIRD SPECIAL PRICE’ aimed at our village residents, these early
bird tickets will be on sale until May 31st. Tickets will be available at our usual village outlets,
including the local pubs and village shop. EARLY BIRD SPECIAL – ADULTS £10;
CHILDREN 11-17yrs £5
We are pleased to announce that we have camping facilities.
Keep a look out for special ‘kick off’ acoustic events to be held in the village in April and May.
More information is available on our web site : www.hookymusic.co.uk
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(1 mile north of Hook Norton village)

Telephone: 01608 737349

www.firs-garage.com
Extensive range of new and used vehicles
Servicing & MOT of most makes;
competitive rates
Parts Bodyshop Graphics

Attended fuel & shop,
friendly service & more !
Daihatsu Sirion 1.0 S extra urban fuel
cycle over 60 mpg. Low emissions
with annual road tax £35.

Family Business Established 1960 – thank you for your custom

DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors
6a Market Place, Chipping Norton.
Oxfordshire. OX7 5NA
Tel: 01608 643036 Fax: 01608 641025
Conveyancing (written quotations on request). Matrimonial
problems (SFLA Member). Wills. Probate. Accident claims and
General family business.
Home visits arranged for the housebound in the Hook Norton area.
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HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Match Results
Floodlit League
The current situation is that our B team is 4th in division 1, the
C team is 4th in division 2 and the D team is 4th in division 4.
Winter League (Weekend)
The latest results are that our A team is 3rd in division1, our B
team is 4th in division 2 and the C team is top of division 4.
To look at the status of the Banbury League matches, the web
site address is: www.banburytennisleagues.com
Summer League
A meeting was held on 24th March to select the teams for the
summer. We have 5 teams – one in each division – let’s hope
for a good summer of tennis.
Committee members
The AGM took place in early March and there were a few
resignations from the committee, including Rick Wilkinson our chairman for many
years, Di Spitzley, Sally Hopkyns and Sue Lovatt – we thank them for all they have
given to the club in terms of play and commitment. We now have a new chairman
David Hudson, and the rest of the committee comprises Sally Webb as secretary, Sue
Taylor as vice chairman/membership secretary, Gilli Hunt as tournament organiser;
Elaine Priestley as treasurer and Greg Haynes . New to the committee this year - Sue
Gore as new junior section co-ordinator, Sakine Faulkner and Karen Allen.
Junior coaching – 2009
Junior tennis coaching took place between Tuesday 17th
February - Saturday 28th March this term. Mini tennis red
and orange sessions are being held at the Hook Norton
Primary School and mini tennis green and junior sessions
taking place at the tennis club. Mini tennis coaching is also
taking place at three local primary schools for year three
pupils.
The primary schools are: Chadlington, Charlbury, and Kingham.
This will conclude with a tournament to be held at the tennis club
on Thursday 22nd April. If you would like to book a place please
contact Marc Gilkes on 01295 265085 or
marcgilkes@fsmail.net
Adult Coaching
Ladies coaching is under way on Tuesdays
from 10.00 am to 11 am. For more information please contact
Marc Gilkes on 01295 265085 or email marcgilkes@fsmail.net
Steve Bone has re-commenced his weekend coaching
every third Sunday – contact Sean Callery for more details
(sean@caller.demon.co.uk)
For a copy of our new leaflet, contact Sue Taylor at
merrymoons1@aol.com – she will email you a pdf.
Future events
July 5th – come and watch the Wimbledon Men’s Finals at the Sports & Social Club.
More details on social events will follow in later editions of the Hook Norton
newsletter.
Elaine Priestley
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Cotswold Carriers
REMOVALS - STORAGE
Full or part loads to and from France, Spain and throughout Europe.
Collections throughout the UK and containerised storage.
Experienced and helpful staff specialist to the antique trade.

“Moving people with care”
Tel: 01608 730500 Fax: 01608 730600
www.cotswoldcarriers.co.uk

N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
SKIP HIRE & SKIP BAGS
YOU BAG IT - WE BIN IT!!
SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skip loaders – Full Range of diggers from half ton upto
20 ton – Sit on Rollers – Dumpers – Mixers – Wacker
plates – Full range of aggregates – Concrete blocks Bricks – Sand – cement –
Shingles for driveways and gardens –
Top soil – Mulch – Woodchips

SKIP THE REST & SKIP WITH THE BEST!!
Phone: 01608 730215 Fax: 01608 730125
e mail: jackiewise@btconnect.com WEBSITE: nlmatthews.co.uk
FERRIS HILL FARM, SIBFORD ROAD HOOK NORTON, OXON OX15 5JY
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HOOK NORTON (SENIOR SECTION) FOOTBALL CLUB
As I write this article on the print deadline date, it’s a glorious
Spring-like day that is undoubtedly lifting my spirits, following
yesterday’s defeats for both our First and Second Teams. Currently,
the First Team is experiencing a lean spell with injuries and
suspensions contributing to the situation whilst the Second Team,
through no fault of its own, had its first match in six weeks due
mainly to inclement weather and its effect on pitches. Nevertheless, with about six
weeks of the season remaining we stay hopeful of both our teams finishing, at least,
in mid-table positions on 1st May.
Tuesday evening coming, sees the First Team making the long trek to Hungerford to
play The Crusaders in the Semi Final of the Floodlit Cup. Since our opposition on that
occasion are currently the runaway leaders of the Hellenic Premier Division, we are
under no delusions that we face a somewhat daunting task to progress to the Final of
that competition but, rest assured, we will give it our best shot despite the length of
our injury list!
If you don’t already know, the First Team were defeated in the Quarter Final of the
Oxfordshire Senior Cup by Southern League Premier Division Banbury United a week
or two back, when we put up a very creditable performance against our more senior
opponents but lost out to a goal with only two minutes to go in extra time. The match
was watched by over 200 spectators and, in this respect, the club was extremely
grateful to the Surgery and to farmer John Harris for kindly making overflow parking
areas available on this occasion when both Archie Bullard and I had the opportunity
of putting our past constabulary skills in traffic regulation to good use!
Finally, with the end of season fast approaching, it is time once again to thank
everyone who has supported and encouraged us in so many ways. Without such
support and encouragement it would be a pointless exercise on our part. For our part,
we trust that we have given you enjoyment over the course of the
season when, as always, we have done our best to fly the flag not
only for the Football Club and the Sports & Social Club but also for
Hook Norton itself and its surrounding area. In particular, we
thank Colette and Kerrie for their unstinting efforts, on our
behalf, in the clubhouse at all our home matches.
Please don’t forget that the End of Season Presentation
Evening be held on Saturday 16th May, 7.30pm for
8.00pm at the Clubhouse there will also be a buffet and music.
The cost is £10 per person; tickets from Colette and Kerrie or from
Club Secretary Garnet Thomas.
Up the Hooky!
Geoff ‘Jesse’ James

THAMES VALLEY POLICE
BANBURY RURAL NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION GROUP
The Banbury Rural Neighbourhood Action Group works to address the three
priorities identified by members of the community. In order to find out what the
priorities are for the coming year a survey is being carried out in the area. The
Banbury Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team will be visiting Hook Norton on 27th
April between 9am – 12 noon. If you would like the opportunity to have your views
counted when the priorities for the coming year are being set, please come along.
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CALENDAR
APRIL
1 2-11pm Psychic Show - S&SC
2 10:00 HN Arts Society ‘Stained Glass
Day School’- Visitors Centre
19:30 St Peter's District Church
Council AGM - St Peter's Church
3
Easter Family Bingo - S&SC
4
Grand National Race Day- S&SC
19:00 Hook Norton Film Society ' The
Wind that Shakes the Barley’
6 - 17
Primary School April holiday
7 12-3pm Children’s Movie Days - S&SC
19:30 Local History Group - Visitor’s
Centre
9 11:00 Wheelers & Squealers-St Peters
11 09:00 Village Market-Memorial Hall
13 12noon Family Day - S&SC
14 19:30 Low Carbon Hook Norton Beanacre Cottage
15 14:30 Storytime for 4 to 7 year olds –
-15:30 Library
19:30 Garden Club Entry night for
Spring Show-Memorial Hall
16 12-3pm Children’s Movie Days - S&SC

17 13:30
16:15

Blood Donor Session-School
Blood Donor Session-School
Family Bingo - S&SC
18 14:30 Garden Club Show-St Peters
18:30 Baptist Church "Just Desserts"
Film Night
20
Primary School reopens
14:00 Rhymetimes for the 0 to 3 year
-14:30 olds - Library
21
Foundation (Nursery) re-opens
14:00 WI Meeting - Baptist Hall
19:30 CGWS&D - “Rare and Minority
Sheep Breeds” - Baptist Hall
22 19:30 W.I. Spring group meeting,
Shutford
23 19:00 Busy Bees Craft Club
25 19:00 Hook Norton Film Society ' The
Banishment’-Memorial Hall
20:00 Abba Tribute Band - S&SC
26 19:30 Hook Norton Brass Band Spring
Concert - St Peter's Church
27 9am-12 Banbury Rural

Neighbourhood Policing Team
30 10:30

Carry on Learning

MAY
2 – 10
4 19:00

Oxfordshire Artweeks 2009
Hook Norton Film Society
'Persepolis’-Memorial Hall
5 19:30 Local History Group - Visitor’s
Centre
19:30 Prayers for healing – St Peter’s
9 09:00 Village Market -Memorial Hall
09:30 Library Book + Plant Sale
13 14:30 FOHNCL Book Group
14 11:00 Wheelers and Squealers
19:30 Parish Council Meeting
15 Hook Norton Newsletter copy date
16 19:30 Football End of Season
Presentation Evening at the
Clubhouse

18 14:00
-14:30
19 14:00
19:30
20 19:30

Rhymetimes for the 0 to 3 year
olds - Library
WI Meeting- Baptist Hall
CGWS&D - “Tapestry Pictures”
Garden Club ‘South African
flowers in the wild & in your
garden’ Sue Bedwell , Plant
exchange-Memorial Hall
25 - 29
Primary School Holiday
25
Aunt Sally Competition - S&SC
28 10:30 Carry On Learning
19:00 Busy Bees Craft Club
29
Family Bingo - S&SC

Find a copy of the Newsletter at
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk/
Find a twelve month village diary with other village information at
www.hook-norton.org.uk/
Printed by KMS Litho, Hook Norton. 01608 737640

