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Pleased to Introduce our New
Spring Menu
Evening Menu
Appetisers
Flat Bread Rosemary and Garlic £1.95
Mixed Olives £3.50

Starters
Homemade Chicken Liver Pate, Infused with
Rosemary, Port and Brandy, served with
Dressed Leaves and Toasted Bread £5.95
Potted Brown Shrimps with Mixed Herbs,
Lemon Juice Baby Capers Served with Toasted
Soda Bread £5.95
Smoked Lamb Caesar Salad £7.25
(Bacon, Croutons, Parmesan, Anchovies,
Caesar Dressing)
Moules Mariniere £6.50
(Onions, garlic, thyme, white wine, and
finished with cream)
Homemade Soup of the Day £3.75
Platter of Scottish Smoked Salmon, Capers,
Citrus Wedge and Dressed Salad £5.95
Deep Fried Breaded Whitebait served with
Salad Dressed leaves and Homemade Tartar
dressing £5.95
Cauliflower and Onion Bhaji with Coriander,
Chilli and Lime Cous Cous
Served with Mango and Mint Yoghurt £5.95
Salad of Feta Cheese, Sunblushed Tomatoes,
Kalamata Olives and Marinated Mushrooms
finished with Parmesan Shavings £6.50

Main Course
28-Day Mature Aberdeen Angus Rib Eye Steak,
served with Caesar Salad and Dauphinoise
Potatoes or Chips £14.95
Creamy Chicken, Bacon and Mushroom Crepe
topped with melted Gruyere Cheese and served
with dressed Salad £10.50
Pear, Fig and Red Onion Cheesecake served
with Roasted Baby Beet and Confit Tomato
Salad, Beetroot and Balsamic Dressing £9.50

Take Out Menu
March 08
Peppered Steak and Mushroom Pie,
served with
Vegetables and Potatoes £6.50
Roast Sirloin of Beef served with
Vegetable, Potatoes and Gravy £6.50
Freshly Battered Fish and Chips £4.95
Roast Marinated Lamb served with
Vegetables, Potatoes and Gravy £8.25

Panfried Calves Liver, colcannon,
(Irish style Mash and Cabbage)
Red Wine and Onion Jus £14.50

4oz Marinated Rump Steak served with
Salad and Chips £6.25

Roasted Shoulder of Lamb Marinated in
Rosemary and Garlic with Creamed Cabbage,
Dauphinoise Potatoes and Roast Gravy £13.50

Cold Roast Beef Salad and Chips £6.50

Italian Style Meatballs, Spaghetti and Rustic
Tomato Sauce, Gratinated with Trio of Italian
Cheese £9.50
Homemade Provencale Herb Gnocchi,
Ratatouille of Vegetables, Tomato Sauce,
Mozzarella and Parmesan Cheese £9.50
Crispy Confit of Barbary Duck, served with
colcannon (Irish style Mash and Cabbage)
Bacon, Shallots, and Redwine Jus £11.95
Toad in the Hole with Gloucester Old Spot
Sausages, Creamed Cabbage, Dauphinoise
Potatoes and a Jug of Onion Gravy £9.95

Irresistible Old Classics

Thai style Chicken Laksa £6.50
(Broth)

Peppered Steak and Mushroom Pie topped with
short crust Pastry served with Chips and
Vegetables £9.50

Main Course
Fresh Fish

Traditional Fish and Chips cooked in Batter
with Salad and Citrus wedge £9.25

For a large Selection of Fresh Fish
Please refer to our extensive Fish Board
located in the Snug

Large Moules Mariniere (white wine, onions,
garlic thyme finished with cream) served with
Chips £9.95
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Smoked Salmon Salad and Chips £6.50
Honey Baked Ham Salad and Chips
£6.50
Italian Style Meatballs, Spaghetti and
Rustic Tomato Sauce, Mozzarella and
Parmesan Cheese £6.50
Breaded Whole tail Scampi and Chips
£6.95
Homemade Provencale Herb Gnocchi,
Ratatouille of Vegetables,
TomatoSauce, Mozzarella and
Parmesan Cheese£6.50
Homemade Ribeye Steak
Cheeseburger, Herb Focaccia Bread,
Mayonnaise Salad and Fries £6.50

Available
Lunch Between 12 / 2pm
Evening Between 6 / 9pm

BED & BREAKFAST
Buttslade House Cottage (Sibford Gower) offers
comfortable accommodation with en suite bathroom
overlooking a tranquil English country garden.
Contact Diana Thompson (01295)788818
or janthompson50@hotmail.com
www. buttsladehouse.co. uk

FRANCIS MORDAUNT

MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the Open College of Foot Health Professionals
Member of the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
To enquire about a home visit please telephone:

01295 730615
Professional Foot Care in Your Own Home
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Full range of
Hook Norton Ales
Traditional home cooked food
The Pear Tree Inn
Tel: 01608 737482

Bed and Breakfast
Quiz night - Sundays

LOGS
LOGS FOR SALE
Full/Half/Mixed Loads
Bags Available
Tel: 01608 737728

Specialist in: Wallpapering, Decorative Effects, Spraying, Tiling,
Coving, Glazing, all Interior/Exterior Painting.
References and portfolio available.
Competitive Prices.

Tel: 01295 721206. Mobile: 07790 394625
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FROM THE EDITORS

NEWSLETTER TEAM

This month, the
Newsletter Box
contained £18.37 –
thank you.

Advertising:
Distribution:
Proof Reading:
IT/Web Support:
Treasurer:
Directory:

Andy Horne 730604
hookynews@totalise.co.uk

Andy Horne
Malcolm Black
Nigel Lehmann
Martin Baxter
Kevin Hope
Diana Barber

730604
730668

737428

Helen Foster 737391
helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

The views expressed in the Newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team

RATES – CHEQUES PAYABLE TO ‘HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER’
Text and advertising copy deadline

Tuesday 15th JULY 2008

Text for Village activities

Free (a small donation is welcome)

Inserts for Village Activities

On request from Andy Horne

Commercial Advertising
Commercial Inserts

£24 per page and pro rata per issue
£20 per issue

Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to;
Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton
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Beth Rolls
on their

ENGAGEMENT
from all at KMS
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Held on the second
Saturday
from 9-12 midday.
A variety of stalls including
bric-a-brac, collectables,
cakes, plants, cards,
jewellery, and much more.
Lots of bargains!
To hire a table
(£3.00 / £6.00),
ring Julie Tobin on 737952
The market will be held in
the Memorial Hall

DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors
6a Market Place, Chipping Norton.
Oxfordshire. OX7 5NA
Tel: 01608 643036 Fax: 01608 641025
Conveyancing (written quotations on request). Matrimonial
problems (SFLA Member). Wills. Probate. Accident claims and
General family business.
Home visits arranged for the housebound in the Hook Norton area.
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
It seems a long time since the Spring Show at the beginning of April but it was a
delightful village occasion, well supported by members and visitors. St. Peter's
Church looked beautiful with the sun streaming through the windows on the great
display of Spring flowers. The prize winners were;
Harry Pargeter Cup - Peter Arnold;
Bill Clarke Cup - Nancy Longmore;
Willis Cup - Elliott Sabin;
Floral Art Cup - Ann Faulkner;
Redlands Cup - Valerie Cornelius;
Jo Bishop Cup - Peter Arnold;
Certificate of Merit for Floral Art - Ann Faulkner;
Diploma of Excellence in Horticulture - Peter Arnold.
Also in April we had an entertaining and practical talk by Hilary Twigg from Pershore
College on pruning fruit trees and shrubs. June and July is when we take advantage
of the light evenings to visit other people's gardens. In June we visit Grange Farm
Evenlode, the home of Sir John and Lady Airds. We meet outside the Sun Inn at 7pm
for car sharing and the cost will be £2.50. On 16 July we meet at 6.30pm at the Sun
Inn for a visit to Stone House Wyck Rissington at the invitation of Mr & Mrs Lukas at
a cost of £4 per person. The day visit by coach to Hatfield House and Gardens on
Sunday 21 September will cost £18 for members and £20 for non-members. If you
have not reserved a seat please phone Malcolm Black on 730668.

2008 HOOK NORTON
FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES
Just a reminder that the 2008
Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales
will be taking place at the Pear
Tree from midday on Saturday
19th July. As usual there will be
lots of different ales to sample, a
variety of live music, morris
dancing, pig roasts and ......if
you're really lucky, 6 inches of rain
and an outdoor swimming pool by
6 pm! More details, including a
listing of the beers promised so
far, are available on the festival
web site www.hookybeerfest.co.uk
As always, we would be very
grateful for some extra help with
preparation in the week before,
ticket selling on the day, and
clearing up the day after (a very
small number of us spent 8 hours
doing this last year so please do
get in touch if you think you can
help.) If you are interested or
would like more information,
please contact Gill Begnor on
info@hookybeerfest.co.uk
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FUTURE DATE FOR DIARY- HNSSC 28TH JUNE 2008
Goodbye to the old club day -

FAMILY FUN DAY
TEA’S , COFFEE , CAKES
BAR OPEN , BOUNCY CASTLES , BBQ , FIELD GAMES
FAMILY BINGO , QUIZZES,

DISCO

ALL WELCOME
12 NOON - LATE
(programme of events and times available from THE CLUB)

Tired? Stressed? Back ache? Chronic aches and pains?

Reflexology

can help
A simple and relaxing therapy involving gentle pressure on the hands
and feet which:
Stimulates the body's own healing ability to relieve a wide range of
ailments
Helps to soothe and relax the whole body and mind
Balances and restores the free flow of energy throughout the body
For more information or discussion without commitment ring

Angela Way
M.A.R., A.R.T.(Reg), Ad.V.R.T.(Reg), M.I.C.R.

Registered Practitioner
01608 730245
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HNSSC - PIG ROAST ‘N’ BLUE MEANIES
Friday May 16th 2008
Thank you to all who turned out and made this event a
most enjoyable one. Fortunately the weather held out
and we didn’t have to endure the same amount of rain
as we had previously at the Christmas Ball.
Your Support was most appreciated.
Extra Special thanks of course go to JOHN KENCH
who sponsored the evening - a true Gent ,
Cheers to him !!!
For those who came- hope you had as much fun as us and
Hope to see you all again soon - Colette & Kerrie xx

WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
HOOK NORTON
Our April meeting, the first
in our new year, was a
great success. We
welcomed several new
members and hope to
have more at our next
meeting, which is a talk on the History
of Morris Dancing on 20th May.
We realise that one group of women
in the village will find it difficult to
join us; those who have young
children at school. If you would like
to come to our meetings, it is
possible for us to retime by having
a ploughman's lunch, our meeting
and then the Speaker at 2.00pm.
This will allow mothers to get away
by 3.00pm to meet their children.
Would those of you who would like
to do this please telephone me on
01608 730766 or Alrys Morris on
01608 737905 to register your
interest?
Our meetings are held on the third
Tuesday of the month at the Baptist
Church Hall at 2.00pm. Visitors are
very welcome. Teresa Forrest
9

CHAIRMANS REPORT TO ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2008
Once again another busy year has flown by and my third consecutive year as
Chairman is drawing to a close. With Ray Gasson deciding not to stand for re-election
in the District Council elections held in May of last year we now welcome a new face,
that of Victoria Irvine as our District Councillor. I don’t think Victoria realised what
she was letting herself in for, but she has now settled into her new role and, I hope,
enjoying the ‘Cut & Thrust’ of local politics.
In addition to the change to our District Councillor, we have also had changes at
Parish level with Pauline Walters deciding to resign and then her replacement Archie
Bullard also resigning within a few months.
But without doubt the most significant resignation is that of Brian Clay. Brian has
been a Parish Councillor for more years than anyone wishes to remember (including
Brian) and besides playing an active part in all aspects of the workings of the Parish
Council has for the past few years used his financial training and experience to the
benefit of the whole village in controlling and managing the village purse strings.
Brian has, also, acted as Clerk to the Heath Allotment Trust, Chaired the School
Governors for many years and been involved in numerous other village organisations.
We shall all miss Brian and his charming wife Sheila and wish them Good Luck and
Happiness for the future and I hope that they do not forget us in Hook Norton.
We are now seeking two replacements and it would be encouraging if more people in
the village would take an interest in maintaining if not improving our lovely village by
devoting a few hours per month to become a Parish Councillor.
After chairing the Environment and Open Spaces Group through a further very busy
period (including substantial enhancement to the number of Allotments available,
which reduced the waiting list by 15 and, also, arranging to have the final work
completed from the Tree Survey) Melvyn Riley decided to relinquish the chair which has
now been taken over by Derek Brotherston – thank you Derek. Melvyn has very kindly
agreed to stay on this group as there is still a considerable amount of on-going work.
Ray Jelf handed over the Chairman’s role of the Memorial Hall to Albert Walsham who
has taken it on with enthusiasm and eagerness to ensure that the Hall maximises
bookings and revenue, supported by our Parish Clerk, Ken Porter. Additionally Albert,
has had considerable assistance from Derek Brotherston who project managed the
kitchen extension which is proving to be an important improvement to the facilities
at the Hall. Albert will, no doubt, expand on this further in his report, but I would like
to record that whilst a significant amount of the total was provided by grants the
Parish Council did make a contribution of £7500 towards the total.
Having handed over the reins at the Memorial Hall, Ray Jelf has taken on the role of
liasing between the various parties who have an interest in the Norman Matthews
Community Hall to ensure that the Parish Council interests are being safeguarded.
Ray is ideally placed to perform this role as he is, also, our County Councillor and OCC
are the owners of the Hall.
The Recreation Group is still chaired by Jonathon Leader who has a number of
ongoing issues and projects. He is, however, constantly fighting a battle to keep on
top of the vandalism to the equipment and even to the dry-stone walling which
boarders the recreation area. I suppose that it typifies society as a whole but it does
seem such a shame that constant damage is being caused by a few of the youngsters
within the village.
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We are still attempting to find a suitable site for affordable housing which is acceptable
to all the parties involved and this has proved considerably more difficult than first
envisaged. It is still ongoing and I am sure that a site will eventually be found.
I would like to thank Ken Porter, our Parish Clerk, for his continued invaluable
assistance in ensuring that we all operate within the framework of ever increasing and
complicated bureaucracy and legal requirements. He is, also, an excellent and
accurate recorder of our meetings and is very much appreciated by everyone on the
Parish Council. I would, also, like to thank Doug Marshall for his continued support in
maintaining the standard in the recreation area and with his other environmental
tasks within the village.
A big thank you to all my fellow Parish Councillors, particularly those who chair the
various groups and not forgetting my Vice Chairman, Albert Walsham, who is also the
Planning Co-ordinator and Chairman of the Memorial Hall, for their continued support,
all of which is performed on a voluntary basis to ensure the village services are
maintained and whenever possible enhanced.

PARISH COUNCIL
Since the Annual Parish Meeting there have been some changes in personnel and
again we have a full complement of councillors. The present makeup of the Council is
as follows:
Clive Timms

[Chairman]

Pendula House, Old School End

730202

Albert Walsham

[Vice Chairman]

The New House, Queen Street

730381

Sharron Barnes
Rob Bartlett
Derek Brotherston
Jem Hayward
Ray Jelf
[County Councillor]
Jonathan Leader
Peter Millar
Melvyn Riley
Marie Stubbs
Ken Porter
[Parish Clerk]

4 Bell Hill
730942
4 Old School End
737867
24 Ironstone Hollow
Hare Cottage, Netting Street
737717
The Cottage, Down End
737129
Cuckmere, 25 Ironstone Hollow 730609
Staddle Cottage, Bells Lane
737128
16 Rectory Road
737629
Crooked Cottage, East End
737767
Conifers, Main Street
01295 758352
Great Bourton, Banbury OX17 1QU

BOTTLE BANKS
We are all more conscious of the need to recycle which
means the bottle banks are being used quite
extensively. We do try to ensure that the banks are
emptied quickly but if parishioners do happen to visit the
site and find them full please retain your bottles for
another day and do not simply leave them. If you do, it
means that somebody has to clear your mess away and
we would remind everyone that the bottle banks are
adjacent to the school and leaving glass, which could be
broken, is simply endangering the health of our children.
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Select & Save @ The Village Shop
High Street
Hook Norton
Oxon
OX15 5NQ
Tel 01608 737245
Fax 01608 737481
E-mail:- enquiries @villageshophooky.co.uk
What does your local village shop do to help the environment??
Well, we already do quite a bit!!
All non essential refrigeration i.e. Drinks Chillers and equipment are switched
off at night.
Most new refrigeration we have purchased is now more environmentally
friendly. They use Hydrocarbon refrigerant which is non-Ozone depleting. In
independent tests a freezer using Hydrocarbon refrigerant has been proven
to use up to 15% less energy than other comparable refrigeration that does
not use Hydrocarbon refrigerant.
It is also proposed in 2010 that certain gases used to run refrigeration will
be banned under EU rules. This will require businesses to upgrade their
equipment to more environmentally friendly alternatives when equipment
needs repairing or upgrading.
Did you know that all our cardboard boxes and plastic wrapping from our
deliveries are recycled. Our entire cardboard and plastic are placed
separately into a compacting machine which crushes it down into a bale
which also helps us with storage, once we have a van full of cardboard and
plastic it is then transported locally for recycling.

So we have decided to go one step further. We have introduced Jute
shopping bags at £1 and Bags For Life for 15p. But we want to go even
further. We have also decided from the 1st June we will charge 5p for
every standard carrier bag we issue to customers,
we have also decided that 2p from every bag will
be donated back to local charities/good causes.
Last year we estimate we gave away over 60,000 carrier bags. The
multiples are giving away this amount every week in every store.
Remember to ask yourself, do you really need a bag. It is
encouraging to see that our customers are already reusing carrier
bags or swapping to Jute & other alternatives.
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ST PETER'S BARN DANCE
Dancing to GRANDMA'S YO-YO
Saturday 28th June
7:30 to 11:30pm
At Hook Norton Primary School
Tickets: £10 Adults, £6 Children
Tickets available from
Gillian / Mark Taylor on 730089 or
Clare Curtis on 737589
SPINNING A YARN
Did you know that North Oxfordshire
Guild of Weavers Spinners & Dyers is
to be re-named Cotswold Guild of
Weavers Spinners & Dyers and still
meets in Hook Norton Baptist
Schoolroom on the third Tuesday of
each month at 7-30pm? We change
the evening meeting to an all day
Saturday workshop during the winter
months
and
also
have
other
productive spinning days all through
the year.
The group started meeting in Hook
Norton in the 1970s and was founded
by Jean (Williams) Cleare. It is for
this reason that we hope the
residents of Hook Norton feel able to
take an interest in our Guild.
At the Tuesday meetings we usually
have a speaker who relates the joys
of being creative through the medium
of threads and fabrics. This includes
aspects of spinning, weaving, dying,
felting, knitting and many more
interesting topics within the textile
world. If you wish to visit us or
perhaps become a member of the
Guild phone Joan Spittlehouse
01295 251088 or drop in during one
of our meetings.
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C W SMITH
Building Contractors
Tel: 01608 737790 E.mail: cws.build@virgin.net Fax: 01608 730966

New build, Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations,
Property Maintenance
Local references available

Back Pain, Sports Injury & Headache Clinic
Especially for long term pain
BUPA + PPP
Registered

Hector Wells B.Sc.(Hons)., D.O., G.OsC.,
Registered Osteopath & Associates

Back and Neck Pains,
Sciatica, Frozen Shoulder,
Tennis elbow, Knees and Arthritic
Hips a speciality,
Pins and needles, Babycolic Clinic
Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
Whiplash
Stress Pain

To avoid disrobing
please wear a loose
T-shirt and
joggers/leggings

For your feet & leg problems

Appointments (01295) 265 267
Monday to Saturday & Evenings
54 Bloxham Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 9JR
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D.Houlton B.Sc.(Hons)
Pod.SRCh. Mchs.
State Registered Podiatrist
Tel: 01295 271 255

HONEY BEES WANTED
The honey bee in the UK is in decline and stocks are being hit both by disease and
the so called ‘Marie Celeste’ or ‘Colony Collapse’ syndrome where hives are found
empty of bees……we need to save the honey bee and you can play your part!
May and June are the peak months of the year when the bees swarm (although
they can swarm into July and August also) and you may find a clump of between
10,000 – 30,000 bees hanging in your garden or elsewhere and wonder what to
do with it. ………If you do, don’t worry or panic, the bees are good natured when
swarming and are very unlikely to sting you…...!
If you find a swarm you could help a local beekeeper who has lost 4 out of his 5
colonies this last winter rebuild his stocks……so if you do happen to see a swarm,
please phone one of the numbers below and he will collect it and re-home it………
07754 181718 (daytime) or 01608 737625 (evenings)

Jack William
Wood, son of
Tracy Wood,
was baptised at
St Peter's Church
on 30th March
2008

Kaitlynn Mary
Helen Harris,
daughter of
Ryan Harris and
Penelope Stringer
was baptised at
St Peter's Church,
on 11th May
2008
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MJB General Services Limited
Qualified Electrician Painting Decorating
Carpentry Brickwork Property Maintenance
No job too small All work considered
No obligation quotations Fully insured
2 Nil Farm Cottages, Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 730322 or 07711 669434

Dawn Gosling MAR
Holistic Therapist
Treatment Room –
Bloxham Road, Banbury

Tel: 01295 275 344
Mobile:07949095170

Reflexology
Feeling better is feet away
Email: therapywithdawn@btinternet.com

Website: www.reflexologywithdawn.co.uk

Other treatments available: Indian Head massage, Hopi Ear Candling
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL
With summer upon us, there’s a chance to enjoy the Solstice Eve
with all your pals from school. Join us please for a Family Barbeque
Evening on Friday 20th June, 5.30 - 7.30pm. It’s at school, with the
Chipping Norton Jazz Band and a Pimms Bar contributing to the
languid, easy-going atmosphere.
And there’s something on the way just for the grown-ups. Dave
Newman's band 'No Tools Required' will be the star attraction for the
FOHNS Autumn Gig on Saturday 13th September, complete with licensed bar and
a hot supper. So please put the date in your diary.
Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard for FOHNS over the past few
months. You will be glad to know that we have had a number of successes.
The Easter Bunny Hunt raised £100 and was great fun, with lots of children spotted
around the village taking part in the search.
The Car Boot & Bike Sale – a very popular event – raised £400 with around 30 bikes
sold. It turned out to be a nice day. Having made the decision to host it inside due
to forecast showers, we found that the threatened deluge did not occur.
Finally, we made £400 at the Wine Tasting & Tapas Evening – a great event in
which those involved sampled eight different wines and various tapas dishes.
So, please continue to support our events and contact the School Office if you can
help us with organisation of event.
FOHNS Committee

HOOK NORTON
CRICKET CLUB
We’ve had a fantastic sunny
start to the cricket season this
May – rather different to last
year! The first and second XI
have both enjoyed a sunny
home game each – did that
happen at all in 2007? The bar
takings on Thursday nights at
the club also show that the
temperature has meant those
parents walking their children
up to the cricket have worked
up a thirst. If you haven’t
noticed so far that cricket is at
the very heart of the Hook
Norton community just come
along on a Thursday night
between 6.30 and 7.30 and
see the hundreds of boys and
girls being coached by Paul
White and his ever growing
band of coaches.
Young or old we hope to see
you up at the field over the
summer.
Contacts,
Seniors Tim Lunel 730446
Juniors Paul White 730031

Handsewn & Interlined curtains &
pelmets our speciality
Roman & Roller blinds
Customised design service and home consultancy
Every kind of fabric from many
leading manufacturers
Decorative Poles, Tie backs & Trimmings
New Sofas &
Chairs Loose Covers &
Cushions Wallpapers -

Lampshade making Custom made
Bedspreads &
Headboards Re-upholstery service -

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
www.annwoolgrove.com
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ST PETER'S CHURCH
At a recent fellowship meeting, a small group of St. Peter’s church
family was discussing the topic of ‘doubting in faith’. The meeting,
falling soon after the recent earthquake in China and cyclone in Burma,
was particularly poignant. Listening to a CD in which some of the UK’s
leading Anglican, catholic and Jewish speakers discussed their own
periods of doubt, we then talked about our experiences: when our faith was
strongest, when it was tested and, indeed, when we, like the disciple Thomas, also
doubted. It became obvious that we all have doubts at some time or other, and we
all question. Perhaps it is, as speaker Steve Chalk suggested, just part of the ‘human
condition’. A journey of faith is a lifelong journey, and not always an easy one. God
gave us the ability to make choices, but he also gave us the ability to question. Rather
than keeping these questions and doubts locked up inside, we can talk through them
with others, and using God’s manual, the Bible, for guidance, work through them in
our own minds. It’s a process that doesn’t necessarily denote weakness in faith, but
a desire to strengthen our beliefs and become more receptive to all that God has to
offer, through His Son, Jesus Christ, and His Spirit that is with us, always.
Upcoming events
June 10th, Healing Prayers 7.30 p.m., at St. Peter’s
To celebrate St. Peter’s day
(June 29th), St. Peter’s is
organizing a Barn Dance,
featuring ‘Grandma’s YoYo’,
which will be held on Saturday
June 28th, at Hook Norton
Primary School Hall. Tickets: £10
adult, £6 children, from
Gillian/Mark Taylor (730089) or
Clare Curtis 737589. BOOK NOW,
IT’S GOING TO BE A GREAT
NIGHT!!!
Sunday July 6th is this year’s Annual Bike Ride from Birmingham to
Oxford. The riders come through Hook Norton, and this year St. Peter’s will be
running the refreshment stop at The Norman Matthews Hall, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.. Do come out and support the riders on the day.
Jonathan Veira in Concert, Friday July 11th, in St. Peter’s. Acclaimed
internationally as a bass baritone singer, Jonathan Veira has also been a regular
guest on BBC Songs of Praise, and has performed his One Man Show, an evening
of laughter and testimony, at major events and venues throughout the UK.
Jonathan has recorded a series of critically acclaimed Christian albums, the latest
of which, Pilgrim, has already featured on BBC radio.
Special Services:
Benefice communion service followed by refreshments, at St. Peter’s , June
30th, 10 a.m.
Jesus and Me (JAM) Service: An all-age service, tailored to our children, held
jointly with Hook Norton Baptist Church: Sunday 15th June at St. Peter’s
(10.00 a.m.), and Sunday 20th July at Hook Norton Baptist Church (10.30
a.m.). Please note there will be no JAM service in August.
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Regular Diary Dates:
Fairtrade stalls: Volunteers from St. Peter’s continue to run a Fairtrade stall at the
monthly markets in Hook Norton and Swerford. The stalls sell all manner of
Fairtrade foods and beverages, along with gifts and household items. Other items,
including Fairtrade wine, are available to order through the catalogue. Please drop
by and support us! And don’t forget, there is a Fairtrade stall in church after
the 10 a.m. service every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.
Jesus and Me (JAM) club: Hook Norton Primary School study centre, every
Wednesday, 3.15-4.15 p.m. during term time, for keystage 1 and keystage 2
children (not nursery).
Wheelers and Squealers: Our regular get-togethers for the village tots, tinies
and their parents/carers. 11.00 a.m. at St. Peter’s, every second Thursday of the
month (see posters for confirmation). Next meetings, June 12th and July 10th.
Please not there will be no meeting in August.
Youth Groups: The two Youth Groups each meet once a month. The next
meetings for ‘Energise’, the group for all secondary school-aged children, are on
June 13th and July 11, 7.30 to 9 p.m., at the Norman Matthews Memorial Hall. The
July meeting will be a BBQ! ‘Outlook’, which is for teenagers in school year 10 and
above, will meet on June 6th and June 27th, 8 p.m., at the home of Chris and Laura
Cooke. Contact Chris and Laura, on 737617, for more details, or see the website
(www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk).
Benefice Prayer meetings: Every third Wednesday of the month. Please see
noticeboard in church porch or the website for dates and venues.
Font Café: 10.00 a.m. ‘til 12.00 noon, every Tuesday and Saturday morning. Fresh
coffee, tea and biscuits, served free of charge. It’s an opportunity to meet with
friends, relax and enjoy a chat. Children and well-behaved dogs welcome! If anyone
would like to help out as a Font Café volunteer, even on an occasional basis, please
speak to Jan Hughes for more information, or pop along during opening times and
speak to any of the helpers on that day! (Please note that from Tuesday June
3rd onwards, the Font Cafe will be relocating back to St. Peter’s Church,
when, weather permitting, we may even be able to sit outside!)
Other News:
St. Peter’s is still using the Norman Matthews Memorial Hall (under the Parish
Council’s lease), for Youth Groups, and meetings. It is also a community facility, and
is available to hire for suitable events, both regular and ad hoc. Further details from
either myself, or Keith Fowler (737657).
And finally, it’s not too late to make a donation of any amount towards the chairs in
St. Peter’s. We have already received donations amounting to some 50 per cent of
the total cost of the chairs, and any additional donations are still very welcome,
however small! Anyone donating the cost of a ‘whole chair’, at £75, can also request
a small brass plaque for the back of a chair, which can be engraved, perhaps in
commemoration or as a memorial to family and/or friends. Please speak to either
Keith Fowler (737657) or myself (730818) if you would like to make a donation. Tax
payers can also fill in a short gift-aid form, which also allows us to recoup money from
the taxman!
Sophia Fox, Churchwarden. 730818; sophiafox1@aol.com;
www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk
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Foodieanna

SHOWROOM / WORKSHOP
Specialists In Antique &
Modern
Re-Upholstery
Quality Hand-Made Curtains
Pelmets & Blinds
Tailor-Made Loose Covers
Designer Fabrics
Wallpapers & Paints
VISIT OUR CRAFTSMEN AT
WORK
Buckingham Road
Industrial Estate
8d Boundary Road
Brackley NN13 7ES
01280 704437
Free Estimates & Design
Service
Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm Saturday 9am to lpm
20

www.gmlawrencefurnishings.co.uk

Warriner Choral Society
offers you a

SUMMER SPRITZER!
(A light, cool concoction,
with a touch of fizz and a dash of intoxication)

An evening of light music and refreshments
At St Mary’s Church, Bloxham
On Saturday 5th July at 8.00 pm
Tickets £8 (£7 concs) from Hamptons International Deddington,
One Man Band Banbury, Bloxham Post Office,
Jenny on 01295 721224, or on the door.
(www.warrinerchoralsociety.co.uk)
Sponsored by Spratt Endicote

13th

RIDE &
STRIDE
September 2008

The 2008 Ride and Stride will
take place on 13th September
Last year, the County Result
was another record year,
with the Stride raising
£100,476
and
Gift
Aid
bringing
in
a
further
£12,614, making a total of
£113,090.
Full details of this year's
event, including details of how
to register for sponsors on line
with Justgiving.com can be
found on the OHCT website –
www.ohct.org.
Sponsor forms and lists of
Churches to visit will be
available from July and the
2008 poster will appear in
the August Newsletter.

lery and Crockery for Hire
t
u
C
Are you holding an event that you need to
hire cutlery and crockery for?
I have enough for 120 people including
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls
and serving spoons.
15p an item, and return it dirty!
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.
From private dinner parties for 10
to the one off party for 120 guests
all you need to do is call:

Vicky Taylor
on
01295 788924/ 07841910037
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DEVIZES TO WESTMINSTER INTERNATIONAL CANOE RACE
For me and my canoeing partner, Grunt (Michael Punter), the Easter weekend had been
months of strategic planning and training to compete in the Devizes to Westminster
international canoe race - there was such a build up to it and to suddenly be in Devizes on
Good Friday was quite a shock, with the thought of 125 miles and 77 portages ahead of us.
The weather, as you all know, was horrendous - I don't think anyone would have wished
that upon us. We started with snow at Devizes, which continued throughout the
weekend, on and off, but with the wind, rain and flow on the river all added to quite bad
conditions to paddle in. At Sonning, the waves were 2 foot high - we were riding up and
then down them and then they were splashing on top of us both! At this point many of
the boats seemed to be going backwards, but we ploughed on through and by the time
we got to Marsh and then the Henley straight, we realised that we could tackle anything
that was thrown at us! Which was just as well! By Henley, we had gone through yet
another snow/hail storm and coming under Henley Bridge most of the crews decided to
get out of their boats and carry them for the mile and a half along the bank - we dug in
and battled with the wind and waves and managed to overtake many of the crews. In
fact, although Saturday was our hardest day to contend with the weather, it was our best
day as far as paddling went and we also thoroughly enjoyed it!
On Sunday, we were so pleased to see other club members join us as a support crew they had very kindly leant us their carbon kevlar toucan, which we are extremely
grateful for and then to support us was an added bonus. During the day, we had more
people join the support crew and by the time we got to Teddington, there were 5 cars
and 13 people cheering us over the line! By this time, we knew that although there was
only 17 miles to go, it may well be the hardest 17 miles to do! We stayed the night
locally, in order to get up at 2.45am to catch the tide that day. When we arrived at
Teddington, there was an inch of ice on the bottom of the boat before we even started!
The start was to be a mass one, quite nerve wracking - we all had our head torches on
and it was like a scene from Disneyland, it was so magical as we circled around waiting
for the start at 5.45am. The last day was also tougher than we expected, it was a 17
mile trek down the Thames, not only was it the last section but it also gave us a tour of
London from the Thames, which was quite fun. People say that you can sometimes get
hallucinations, and yes I did! I saw 5 London Eyes, but apart from the real one the other
were cranes, trees and a cloud!! When we turned the last corner, we could see big Ben,
the "real" London Eye and could hear the cheering from the crowds of people. We knew
we were there, as we crossed the line, Big Ben struck 7.45 am.
The whole experience was an amazing one - it was totally exhausting, both mentally
and physically and to keep your body going for a full four days was truly testing.
I would like to thank all my friends and
family who supported me and sent
best wishes before, during and after
the event - without these words of
encouragement
and
also
the
sponsorship money that people have
pledged, it would have been so easy to
give up.
My mother's friend was diagnosed with
Myeloma 2 years ago and so I decided
to raise money for for this charity. So
far I have raised £895, so thank you to
all of you who have sponsored me
from the last Hook Norton Newsletter.
Katie Wood - Age 18
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Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly cooked fish and chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4.30 – 8.45pm
Also available for any outside events, private parties, etc.
Tel: 01295 812 811
0779 459849
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Charity Ball in aid of Myeloma UK
Saturday 11 October 2008 - 7.00 pm to Midnight
Oxford University Examination Schools, High Street, OXFORD
Includes:
Drink on arrival,
3 course meal (including vegetarian options) and coffee
Entertainment – dancing to ‘Bolt from the Blue’
Dress: Evening dress
Cost: £45 per head
For further details and bookings contact Hilary Thomas or Julie Wood
Tel 01295 722934 (Hilary) or 01608 737998 (Julie)
email myelomacharityball@hotmail.com
MACMILLAN COFFEE
MORNING
Once again the Macmillan Coffee
morning will be held on Friday 26th
September 2008, at the Study
Centre, at Hook Norton School,
9am - 11.30am. Please put the
date in your diary now and then
nearer the time I will be requesting
raffle prizes and cakes to go with
the coffee that will be on sale. If
you are able to spare a few hours
to help me, I would be very
grateful too.
I have been running the Macmillan
Coffee Morning since 1996. At the
beginning it was very informal, in
my house for family and friends.
Thank you to all who have
supported me at these events some of you I am sure have
attended/supported every one!
The total we have raised at these
coffee mornings is a staggering
£8,001.69p. Many, many thanks
for helping to raise such a huge
amount of money for such a good
cause. PLEASE do join me again
this year. Julie Wood julie@
hookiewood.freeserve.co.uk

CHIPPING
NORTON
ORGANICS
fresh organic fruit & vegetables
bread, eggs, cheese, milk, wine,
organic wholefoods,
and excellent personal service.
Unique box scheme with every order
tailormade to suit individual needs.

TEL 01608 642973
www.chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
sales@chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
ORGANICS ON YOUR DOORSTEP !
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Swalcliffe Park Equestrian
Livery Yard & Cross Country
Swalcliffe Grange Banbury Oxon OXI5 5EX
(formally Grange Farm Stables)

Full Livery

Cross Country Course

in small exclusive yard
set in quiet rural surroundings
Floodlit school.

with training fields
Jumps 2'3"-3'6"
2 water complex
Available for Hire
Contact 01295 780206
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HOOK NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH
Natural disasters have dominated the news recently and pulled
at the heart strings of all decent people. At such times, I
always feel that I want to get out there and do something.
Fortunately, there are teams of trained people and equipment
ready to do just that. Their swiftness of action can make a big
difference to the number of people who can be saved.
How then can Burma's military government not accept the help
being offered from outside? Do they
not have any compassion? The
frustration of those poised and ready
to help can only be imagined.
Fortunately, in contrast, the Chinese
authorities have acted with more
compassion.
I remember once being involved in
trying to rescue people buried in a
landslide, when living in the Far East.
With a few local people, armed with
spades and shovels, we toiled for
hours in torrential rain to reach
people buried under tons of mud and
rock until a solitary policeman arrived
and ordered us to stop. He obviously
didn't want to get his own hands dirty
and would lose face by allowing
ordinary people to do so; although he
said it was because we might get
hurt! I had just discovered some
clothing and thought that they might
be people nearby so carried on until
the fire brigade arrived to take over.
In fact, no-one, dead or alive, was
found that day. It took four days with
a mechanical digger to find the
bodies. I can well remember the
frustration of not being able to do
anything.
You know, God has prepared a rescue
package for ALL of mankind; not for their physical bodies, but for their souls. He
doesn't want anyone to be lost and the package He has prepared involves believing
in Him, turning from sin and accepting His gift of eternal life.
I can only guess how frustrated He must feel when His church is not very effective
in delivering the message; thus preventing Him reaching the souls of those who are
lost, or how sad His heart when some who have heard the message, prefer not to be
rescued. Sorry, I'm on my 'hobby-horse' again.
Future Events
Jonathan Veira in concert: July 11th, 7.30pm at St Peter's Church. Come
and hear this popular singer. Tickets only £5 each
Holiday Club: August 4th - 8th
Dorothy Smith 737266 John Taylor 737315
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MARATHON PINT – THE LAST INSTALMENT
On behalf of my friend Marathon Pint, I would like to say a
huge thank you to everyone for your support and generous
donations leading up to the London Marathon. April 13th was
an amazing day - the atmosphere was unbelievable. I am
ashamed to say that we were beaten by a womble and a
Cornish pastie but we made friends with a rhino and a
toilet on the way round and we beat the Maasai warriors and
the London Pride pint (Hook Norton beer IS best). There
were definitely some highs and lows - the first 15 miles were
great fun, miles 18 - 26 were not, and crossing the finishing
line to the music from Chariots of Fire was a moment I shall
never forget!!
Sadly The Pint did not live to tell the tale! He made it to the
finishing line and then helped himself to the medal, claiming
that he had finished one second before me in 4 hours, 20
minutes and 43 seconds. His head really was getting far too
big and this is never good for a pint of beer. His demise can
be viewed on YouTube – search for Marathon Pint and you’ll
find it! This may not be the last you see of him though – read
the full story on www.marathonpint.co.uk
On a more serious note, it really is an incredible experience to
be taking part in an event with so many thousands of people
raising money for good causes. I ran the marathon for all the
people whose lives have been touched by leukaemia but
particularly for Harry and Victoria. Although, sadly, I never
knew either of them, their memories are very much alive
within the village and the amount of money that has been
raised by the people of Hook Norton over the last 22 years is
a testament to that. My total sponsorship is now up to over
£6,600 with more still to come in. This brings the total raised
for Leukaemia Research by the village to over £203,000!! Tens of thousands have also
been raised for CLIC Sargent (Cancer and Leukaemia in Childhood).
Whilst I was training for the race I made a new friend – Emma Mortimer. Emma was
diagnosed with leukaemia when she was 6 weeks old.
Today, she is a happy, healthy 5year-old. This is due to the dedication
of doctors and research scientists and
the generosity of people like you. So
let’s not stop raising money until
every story of leukaemia has a happy
ending like Emma’s.
There are still a few days left to
donate so if anyone hasn’t got round
to it yet, please visit our Just Giving
site –
www.justgiving.com/MarathonPint every penny really does make a
difference!
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COMMUNITY MORNING
A fun session for babies and pre-schoolers
accompanied by a parent or carer.
Play, 'making' projects, singing, stories and refreshments.

Wednesdays 9.10am to 11.15am, term time only
at the Field Study Centre, Hook Norton School

** No session on 4th June **
** We finish on 23rd July for the summer break **

For information, contact 01608 730875

Oats
The health shop in Chipping Norton
(with cards upstairs)

26 High Street - 01608 646556
Specialist Diet Foods :
Gluten free & wheat free, dairy free, sugar free, yeast free, vegan & vegetarian
Ready made foods and baking ingredients available to accommodate these diets
Ask for the list of chilled and frozen meals
Organic, Fairtrade, Gluten Free, Diary Free chocolate
Free tastings
Free half hour consultation sessions with a trained nutritional Solgar Advisor
Free magazines and leaflets
Free expert advice via specialist telephone helplines
Free deliveries to Hook Norton are available; £10 minimum spend.
Free special orders for foods and supplements – no extra handling charge
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HOOK NORTON GUIDES
As usual, we have had an extremely active time, but looking forward to a nice dry,
warm summer so that we can make the
most of our summer meetings out of doors!
This is always a funny time of year for the
guides, we meet on a Monday and every
other week seems to be a Bank Holiday!
Right at the beginning of the two week
Easter holiday, 8 of the guides and Megan
(our young leader), took part in Cherwell
Spectacular, which is a guiding show
including rainbows, brownies, guides and
rangers from the Cherwell Division. Our
group did a number of songs from the
Sound of Music, which went down
extremely well, with many positive comments from parents and friends.
We started this term off with the annual village litter pick. Both of the Hook Norton
Brownie units joined the guides and we managed to cover the majority of the village,
collecting the rubbish off the streets - the girls thoroughly enjoyed taking part and
particularly enjoyed the drinks and doughnuts at the end of the litterpick! Good to
see about 50 uniformed girls walking
around the village doing such a great task.
Last Monday, we took them to the
climbing wall at Bloxham School, which
they thought was great fun - it was the
first time that they had been to this one,
but I don't think it will be the last time!
The next few weeks will be spent
preparing for our camp at the end of May
- outdoor cooking, tent pitching, making
gadgets, packing their bed rolls and
generally doing lots of fun outdoor
activities - watch this space for the write
up for the next newsletter on our camp!
Guides is for girls aged 10 and over,
please contact me if your daughter may be
interested in starting - she can come along
and visit us to see what we do before
joining if she likes.
Julie Wood, Hook Norton Guides julie@hookiewood.freeserve.co.uk

PEACE ONE DAY
21st September is the annual Peace Day and this year it falls on a Sunday.
The official website of this organization is www.peaceoneday.org where you will find
information . The suggested focus this year is on One Day One Goal to celebrate
cooperation, unity and the power of football to bring people together on Peace Day,
21st September. Please contact me on 01608 737283 or olwen@rmplc.co.uk if you
have any ideas about how we mark this day or if you would like to be involved in any
event to raise consciousness about this global movement. Olwen Goodwin
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N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
Due to the expansion of Banbury plant hire we are now
able to offer customers, new and old the facility of:

SKIP HIRE
& SKIP BAGS
YOU BAG IT WE BIN IT!!
SKIP THE REST & SKIP WITH THE BEST!!

N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skip loaders – Full Range of diggers from half ton
upto 20 ton – Sit on Rollers – Dumpers – Mixers – Wacker
plates – Full range of aggregates – Concrete blocks – Bricks
– Sand – cement – Shingles for driveways and gardens –
Top soil – Mulch – Woodchips

Phone: 01608 730215 Fax: 01608 730125
e mail: jackiewise@btconnect.com
FERRIS HILL FARM, SIBFORD ROAD
HOOK NORTON, OXON OX15 5JY
WEBSITE: nlmatthews.co.uk
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!
Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111
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CHIPPING NORTON FAMILY HISTORY GROUP
We preserve the past for the Future
Did you or a family member work at the Bliss Tweed Mill?
As a group we are about to embark in producing a book with stories and tales of the
towns people that worked at the Mill in the past. For this we require help from
everyone that took part with pieces of information. Please if you would like to take
part by giving us a story or at least your name so that it can be added to a list that
will appear within the book it would be greatly appreciated.
Family members, term of employment together with job title and any special items
you can remember are what we are looking for plus photographs.
To take part please address an envelope to Mrs. Maureen Shepherd, Bliss Mill Project,
Manchester House, (House Door) 5 Market Place, Chipping Norton Oxfordshire OX7
5NA. Post or pop though the letter box when next passing or send an email to
sheiladunc@tiscali.co.uk
If further help is required contact Peter on 01608-641216
email
p.tyrrell310@btopenworld.com

LAST NIGHT
OF THE PROMS
CONCERT
The Banbury
Symphony Orchestra
takes the stage once
again at St Mary’s
Church at 6.30pm on
12 July. The familyfriendly, flag-waving
sing-along concert will
include many wellknown pieces
celebrating 400 years
of music-making
ending with the
traditional resounding
finale of ‘Jerusalem’,
‘Rule Britannia’ and, of
course, ‘Pomp and
Circumstance’.
Tickets cost £10
(adults), £5 (children)
and £25 for a family,
and are available from
One Man Band, the
Tourist Information
Centre, the Town Hall
and 01608 737249.
To find out more
about the Banbury
Symphony Orchestra,
go to www.Banbury
Symphony.org.
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POSTMAN SAYS THANK YOU!!
"I would like to thank all those that kindly put their hands
in their pockets and donated to the Cystic Fibrosis Trust by
sponsoring me to attempt the summit of the infamous Mt.
Kilimanjaro of Tanzania Africa.
A challenge I took up for two reasons.... I felt I needed a challenge to keep myself
focused and secondly Carla, now a great friend who I met last summer. Carla a sufferer
of the disease CF, inspired me to look at life more positively and it hit me hard hearing
how her life will be cut so short.
So Kilimanjaro it was!!...... This now extinct
volcano is one of the largest volcanoes on the
planet and is the highest freestanding mountain
in the world at 5895m above sea level. It's
snow and ice capped peak stands tall over Africa
and is somewhat different from the base which
is tropical and lush with fruits and vegetation.
I embarked on this 7 day trek on the 14th of
March with the hope of making the summit. After 4 long days and one long night 14 out
of our 16 managed to reach the summit including myself. This is, and probably will be
the hardest thing I will ever achieve. I find it very difficult especially with "my
vocabulary" to describe just how difficult day 5 is (the night stage) which I thought was
never going to end. Not only are we suffering from exhaustion but we face cold
temperatures, altitude makes breathing very difficult as oxygen levels decrease by
about 50%, and this has some awfully painful affects on the body.
What I can say is without the support from Hook Norton and all the kind words of
encouragement I would not have made it. The final few hours were the most emotional
of my life to date and the only way for myself I felt I could carry on was by thinking of
how everyone in Hook Norton believed in me and lets face it I don't think I could of
come back to work had I not made it!
So once again I would love to say thank you so much for supporting me I cannot tell
you how much I appreciate it. It means a lot to me and anyone who suffers from CF.
I would also like to say a thank you to Ramsay Dunning who provided me with a high
quality sleeping bag, Diana Walker who kindly let me borrow some trekking Poles!!......I
would also like to thank Hook Norton Post Office, the Village Shop, and Salon 2 who all
helped generate more sponsors!
I must also thank Hook Norton Baptist church for helping me fundraise over £600 back
in February on our "Just Desserts" evening and all the ladies who kindly gave up their
own free time to make cups of tea! And especially those that dedicated their time to
performing that evening. And none more so than Howard and Rosemary Searle who
dedicated much of their time and money into organising such a fantastic evening!!....
Thank you very much!!
Colin Gurr
Hook Norton Postman since 2005
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KILIMANJARO THANK YOU SLIDE SHOW
Thursday 5th Of June
at the Baptist Chuch
Three showings:
4pm, 5pm, 7.30pm
Entrance is free.
I would like to say thank you to all those that have sponsored me
by showing you the pictures and answering your questions.
For anyone having read this article that would like to make a donation
you can still do so either online at:
www.justgiving.com/supportcysticfibrosis
or alternatively leave a donation at the Post Office counter
sealed in an envelope marked CF TRUST with your name and address on.
Cheques made payable to: "CF TRUST"
OR .....see me in person by coming along to the slide show!!
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A.L SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton. OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
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SALON 2 FASHION SHOW
Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU..
to everyone who worked so hard to make our fashion show a success.
The School for letting us use their hall;
The models for letting us do whatever we felt like to their hair and for wearing
clothes not necessarily their style! Weren't they absolutely fantastic! Anyone
would think they were professionals. THANK YOU from the bottom of my heart.
To Jo, Jill, Ruth and Jo B for all your hard work behind the scenes.
Mostly though, thank you to everyone who gave us their money towards Katharine
House. The total raised that evening was a massive £1,082.07 – brilliant!! and
so worthwhile.
I hope you enjoyed yourselves as much as I did.
Sandra, Salon2

LETTER TO THE EDITORS
HOOK NORTON SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB AND PLANNING CONDITIONS
The latest problem to hit the club is not about a particular sport or social activity.
It concerns repeated breaking of Planning Rules and Conditions which, like it or not,
are the law.
HNS&SC is ultimately responsible for the actions of its members. One section has
knowingly broken three separate Planning Conditions, imposed when permission
was granted for the most recently installed floodlights. Despite being advised by
CDC that conditions were being breached, this small group flouted the law on
several further occasions, with the apparent full knowledge and approval of the
club. By remaining silent, HNS&SC, as parent body, appears to condone these
actions.
As if continued law breaking was not enough, this small group is attempting to bully
the Council into approving changes which would make the group's behaviour legal
– thus rewarding them for their law breaking (details at Cherwell District Council).
What sort of message does this give to junior club members; show no respect for
any law that is not to your liking – if anything gets in your way, trample on it?
Nothing matters as long as your own desires are met?
How can we blame today's children for disrespectful behaviour when responsible
adults are behaving like this?
Over the last eight years, the S&SC has submitted around sixteen planning
applications. Most have been approved with conditions attached. Every club
member has been affected to some degree by the conditions and all, except this
one small group, have accepted them and got on with their business.
The latest conditions, like all previous ones, are planning laws and do not, as
suggested, discriminate against any particular group.
For many years, HNS&SC members and villagers lived harmoniously together.
Enlargement of the club, begun in 2000, was intended to bring in members from
far beyond Hook Norton. This upset many people, splitting families and breaking
long term friendships.
Over the last two years, in no small part due to two young ladies working very hard
to enhance club support, relationships between members and non-members were
beginning to improve.
Will the above situation jeopardise their efforts?
Betty White
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information.
www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
Indoor and outdoor schools, so what ever the weather come and ride!
Horses and Ponies of all shapes and sizes
Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school.
Reduced Rates 10.30 - 3.30 Tuesday to Friday.
School holidays 'own a pony days' and more...
Gift Vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)

Where ever you ride please ensure they have a council licence.
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HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

Paul Austin
Electrical services
Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 737031 Mobile: 07970 457291
Sockets ~ Lights ~ Extensions ~ Re-wires
Domestic
Agricultural & Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - BUMPER BOOK AND PLANT SALE
After the deluge of last year’s Friends of Hook
Norton Library Book and Plant Sale, Saturday’s
event was idyllic. Crowds of book lovers thronged
outside the Library, warmed by sunshine and the
sound of Fiddlebop’s music while the aroma of
coffee from the Font Café drifted over the stalls.
The plant stall added another dimension to an
almost French village scene.
Altogether £405 was raised, £137.50 of which
will go to Book Aid to purchase books for Third
World Countries.
Our thanks go to
the Brewery for storing the books prior to the sale
Tom at the shop, the Pottery and the Brewery for the Raffle prizes
the Baptist Hall, the Church and the Brewery for tables
Fiddlebop [alias Dave and Jo and Roger] for music
the Font Café for refreshments
Mrs. Orchard and her class for the outside banner
the committee and their family members for their great Team effort
Janet, the Librarian for her good-humoured help
AND, most importantly of all………
Everyone who came and supported us and made it such an Enjoyable morning
Reminders from Janet for future events in the Library:
Rhymetime for 1-3 year olds on the following Mondays……
2nd June, 30th June and 28th July at 2.00-2.30pm
Storytime for 4-7 year olds
TBA in Summer Holidays
Library Opening Hours ….
for sitting and reading magazines &
newspapers, ordering and borrowing books,
CDs and DVDs/using the internet or simply
catching up with other people…..….

Monday
Wednesdays
Fridays
Saturdays

2.00-5.00
6.00-7.00
2.00-5.00
2.00-5.00
6.00-7.00
9.30-12.30
Olwen Goodwin
[ Chairperson of FOHNL]
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Plumbing & Heating

Please Telephone 01608 737550
(Answer Machine)
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ROTARY BEER FESTIVAL PROCEEDS FOR
BANBURY’S BRODEY CENTRE APPEAL
The Rotary Club of Banbury Cherwell are pleased to announce this
years beneficiary of monies raised from Beer Festival and Family
Fun Day will be the Brodey Centre Appeal in Banbury.
The Brodey Centre is a cancer out-patent department at the Horton
Hospital in Banbury - the August bank holiday Beer Festival is to
be held on Monday 25th August at Banbury Cricket Club, Bodicote.
Since the opening in 1998 the Brodey Centre has seen some 2,000 patients per
annum who have benefited from having outpatient cancer chemotherapy treatment
in Banbury.
The Centre needs more space for patients and they are hoping to double the
treatment space. The proposed 60 sq m extension will cost £300,000 including
furnishing and equipment.
“We hope to go some way towards helping them achieve their goals,” explains Chris
Humphris, event organiser and Rotary Club of Banbury Cherwell member.
He goes onto say: “Last year’s Beer Festival saw a fantastic turn out and was an
outstanding family day event, we hope to build on the success at this year’s festival.
We are also keen to share the benefit of this platform with other local charities so they
can exhibit on the day and raise awareness for their causes.”
The Beer Festival and Family Fun day event will include live music from
Radio Horton and a local band, fairground rides, bouncy castle, pig roast,
fir tree falconry, junior five-aside football, under 13 cricket six-a-side
and charity stalls including Guide Dogs for the Blind
with various other side stalls.
The Rotary Club of Banbury Cherwell has a number of spaces for stalls available free
to charities who wish to exhibit at this years ‘Beer Festival’ – please contact Chris
Humphris on 01295 265424.
Chris concludes: ”There are also opportunities for local businesses to sponsor beer
barrels for the day and we have already received strong interest in the young people’s
cricket and football events.”
For more information contact:
Chris Humphris, Tel: 01295 265424
Email: chrishumphris@btinternet.com

or

Claire Thompson,Tel: 07811 339 577
Email: cltlshpr@hotmail.com

AGE CONCERN INFORMATION & ACTIVITY FAIR
Wednesday 25th June 2008 - The Town Hall, Chipping Norton
Following the success of the Witney Information Fair held last April and the successful
Burford & Witney Information Fairs held in April and May this year, Age Concern
Oxfordshire, City & County will be running an Information & Activity Fair aimed at the
over 50’s in the Town Hall in Chipping Norton on Wednesday 25th June from 10am
to 2.30pm.
The event will cover a whole range of issues of importance to older people, to carer‘s
and family members: health, independence, safety, leisure, transport, finance and
much more, with professionals from many different organisations on hand to give
information and advice first hand.
There will be range of Free Exercise Taster sessions throughout the day and a short
talk on Men’s Health at 11.30 am. In addition, free refreshments will be provided and
there will be a chance to enter a Free Prize Draw.
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FARMHOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM
SWALCLIFFE
Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful
th
surroundings in our comfortable 18 C
Farmhouse

CONTACT: BARBARA TAYLOR
TEL 01295 780206
www.swalcliffegrange.com

Paintings, prints, 3 D objects, certificates photos,
tapestries. Choose all your frames in the comfort of
your home. Phone for a free visit.

Hook Norton (01608)-730 306

Academy Framing
Khosravi Persian Carpets
Experience the beauty of a hand-made Persian rug direct
from Iran in your home.
No obligation to purchase.
Elegance that will last a lifetime at a price you can afford.
Please telephone Sakine Faulkner for an
appointment - 01 608 7301 94
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FIREFIGHTING JUNE 08
Calls – So far this year we have answered 59 calls at
Hook Norton, we have attended 30 Standbys for
Banbury & Chipping Norton, 13 False alarms, 2
Chimney Fires, 3 Road Traffic Collisions at Swerford
& Hook Norton at all of which we had to release the
casualties from their cars using our hydraulic cutting
equipment, the air ambulance also attended 1 incident. We’ve also had a roof fire @
Milcombe, house fires in Banbury & Bruern, an electrical box @ Tadmarton, a beam
on fire at South Newington, a fire involving brakes on a train at Banbury Station, a
chemical leak at Chipping Norton Leisure Centre, where the pupils found it
entertaining watching Hooky’s crew walking around in giant green chemical suits and
finally on a happier note we rescued a donkey who became stuck in mud at Great
Rollright.
Recruitment – Did you miss our recruitment evening last month??
If you did or you’re interested in joining us then you can call the recruitment line on
0800 587 0870.
You could give cover at different times of the day or night; you get paid for being on
call and for all calls attended & training. You need to be over 18, reasonably fit & live
or work within 5 minutes of the station. If you would like an informal chat, call Ivor
Matthews on 07967 317820 or call in at the station on a Wednesday night between
7pm – 9pm
Scrap Cars – Do you have a scrap car?? If so we can take away your car for free, to
continually refresh our training and to make it as realistic as possible we will use it to
practice releasing injured casualties from cars namely we need to crush the car first
to simulate a crash then cut the doors & roof off, smash the windows, generally wreck
it!! It’s amazing what 10 firefighters can do with a car in less than 30 minutes!! We
will then make sure it is disposed of safely!! Contact Ivor Matthews on 07967 317820
Parking – Can we remind all drivers to park sensibly as we have had on odd
occasions asked people to move to ensure that we can get through. Think - can a fire
engine, ambulance or police car get through, also remember not to park on hydrants
– your help is much appreciated.
365 Ride for 365 Alive – On Friday 6th June a team of
firefighters from Oxfordshire will be calling at the Fire Station
to raise awareness of the 365 Alive campaign they are riding
365 miles around the county calling at every fire station and
raising money for the Firefighters charity (Formerly Fire
Service Benevolent Fund) for more information visit
www.365alive.co.uk you can also find out more about the
365 pledge.
Fire Safety – We have recently visited the Key Stage 1 classes at Sibford Gower &
Hook Norton Primary School to promote fire safety in the home, ensure every child
knows what to do in the event of a fire, not to play with matches and most importantly
that every home has a smoke detector!! The children also had the opportunity to have
a tour of the fire engine. Apologies to Hazel & Aileen in the school office for disturbing
them when 60 children wanted to know how the siren works!! If you would like more
information on fire safety in the home or for a Free Home Safety Check call 0800 0
325 999
Goodbye’s – Sadly we said goodbye to Gary Brown & Tim Rudd who have left the station
– Thank you for all your cover over the years from the crew.
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BRUCE HOPKINS LTD.
Banbury, Oxon (01295 680711)
www.brucehopkins.co.uk

Domestic & Commercial Groundcare Machinery
Sales, Service & Spare Parts
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THE NEW SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB PAVILION
As I am sure everyone is aware the new pavilion is well on its way to completion and
all the money raised has been well invested into a fabulous new building that so many
people are going to enjoy using.
A huge amount of fund raising has taken place in order to finance the build of the
pavilion but further funding is required to continue to furnish the club.
A scheme called ‘BUY A BRICK’ has been set up in order to raise the necessary funds
but also allow people the opportunity to leave a message or their name upon the walls
of the pavilion for years to come.
There will be framed and mounted pictures of ‘bricks’ on the walls of the new pavilion
with the names and any messages from each contributor. Examples of messages
could be; “from the Bloggs family”, or “where Tom scored his first hat-trick 2007”, “in
memory of ……” or just a name.
Each contributor will also be entered into a raffle and given the chance to win £250
and be invited to the opening of the Pavilion.
Obviously the more money that is raised the better equipped the Pavilion will be –
something that will be of benefit to so many people. Each brick costs a minimum
donation of £10 but you can obviously buy more than one brick.
So please if you have ever used the sports and social club or think you may use the
new pavilion in future, please buy a brick and help us to furnish the property to a
standard we can all be proud of.
Please complete the form below and return it to Cathryn at No 1 or Bridget at No 5
Ironstone Hollow. Please fill in your phone number in case we need to check any
spellings for the inscriptions or if you win the £250.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

‘BUY A BRICK’ campaign
Name…………………………………………………………………………
Telephone Number…………………………………………………………..
Message on brick………………………………………………………………………….
Please make cheques payable to ‘buy a brick fund’
Return to Cathryn No 1 or Bridget No 5 Ironstone Hollow

49

Structural & Civil Engineering Consultancy
Work undertaken in the following areas:
Refurbishment & conversions
Domestic new build & extensions
Commercial & Industrial buildings
Specialist areas of work:
Stonework
Oak framed structures
3D Engineering
Tel: 0845 241 4705
Mob: 07813 694 680

Email: sean@solid-structures.com
www.solid-structures.com

Solid Stuctures (UK) LTD, The Brewery, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon OX15 5NY

Faulkner Associates
Chartered Accountants
Do you need assistance with Sage or other accounting packages?
Are bookkeeping and payroll duties interfering with the running of
your business?
Do you want to start up your own company?
Please contact Sakine Faulkner BSc ACA for all your accounting needs.
Tel: 01608 730 194 Mob: 07947 630 505
email: sakine@faulknerassoc.co.uk

ERIC WYATT
no call out charge
WASHING MACHINE - TUMBLE DRYER
COOKER - FRIDGES AND
FRIDGE FREEZERS
Eric Wyatt
6 Round Close Rd, Adderbury
Tel. No. (01295) 810116
Mobile 07831 595898
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1000 MILES IN 12 DAYS!
That was the distance travelled by Steve Rooney on his fund raising
bike ride from Lands End to John o' Groats.
Starting in bright sunshine on 6th May, Steve's route took in the
rolling hills of Cornwall and on the second day, the more daunting climbs of Dartmoor.
He then continued over the Somerset levels, through Cheddar and over the Mendips
into Bristol, before crossing the Severn Bridge into Wales. The next day took him to
Shrewsbury via Monmouth and Hereford, and then on through Cheshire and
Lancashire. Day 6 presented the beauty of the Lake District and a stiff climb over
Shap Fell before finishing in Carlisle. A long days ride through the Southern Uplands
followed, before he took the ferry over the Firth of Clyde to Dunoon in Argyll. The next
3 days were spent cycling through the stunning scenery of the Highlands, taking in
Loch Ech, Loch Fyne, Loch Awe, Loch Linnhe, Loch Lochy and finally Loch Ness. Here,
Steve discovered there really was a Loch Ness Monster, in the form of a huge hill at
Drumnadrochit. This was the most difficult climb of the whole ride. The reward was a
night spent in the spectacular Carbisdale Castle, followed by a days ride over the
bleak peat moors of Sutherland. The twelfth and final day's ride was along the
beautiful North coast of Scotland into a strong headwind, before reaching John o'
Groats, exhausted but happy.
So far, over £300 has been pledged to help fund Hook Norton Playgroup, but
if anyone would like to make a donation, please contact the play group direct
on 01608 730560.
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LOW CARBON HOOK NORTON
It was great to see some new faces at the second meeting of the Low Carbon Hook
Norton group at the Sun Inn. We heard about the actions that people in Hooky are
taking as individuals and as a community.
In terms of new community initiatives, Tabby Lucas and Gill White suggested that we
could work to becoming a plastic bag free zone. This would mean that in Hook
Norton we avoid using all “single trip” carrier bags not just plastic and switch to using
reusable “bags for life”. Other communities such as Modbury in South Devon have
already achieved this (see www.plasticbagfree.com). The group thought that this was
an excellent idea. No sooner had the meeting finished than Tabby found out from Joe
having a quiet pint in the corner of the Sun that The Village Shop was already taking
the first step of encouraging people to bring their own bags by charging for the use
of carrier bags (see Joe’s article on this). The Post Office has gone the step further
already and has stopped handing out plastic bags. There are old recycled bags for
customers to use and they are also selling for £1 a fold up shopping tote bag. Bread
is wrapped in paper and they have paper bags for vegetables and sweets. So we
seem to be well on the way, would you support Hooky being a plastic bag free zone
as part of avoiding the use of all non-recyclable packaging? – do let us know.
On transport there is now the start of a biodiesel
club in Hook Norton for those that want to reduce
their carbon emissions (and save money) by
switching to using biodiesel. At present the closest
local supply we are using is in Banbury at the Alcan
site just off Southam Road. This is biodiesel made
from waste oil from chip shops and restaurants,
unlike some of the biodiesels you read about in the
papers coming from the Far East, this saves up to
70% on your carbon emissions. Just roll along to
The Silver Fuel Group (www.thesilvergroup.co.uk) anytime between 9-5pm Mon-Fri
and Sat 9-12am (soon to open Sunday) and there you can fill up with anything from
100% biodiesel at something like £1.05 per litre or 20% biodiesel at the same price
as standard mineral diesel at the pumps. They will be able to advise you on the best
blend for your vehicle. The aim of the group though is to make biodiesel available
right here in Hooky. We currently have 18 people in the group and ideally we would
like to grow this to around 50 people to make is viable for Hooky. Please drop me an
e.mail if this is of interest.
Even better than using biodiesel of course is avoiding the use of a car altogether for
journeys around Hooky. By the time you read this newsletter all those with children
at the school will have seen the information on walking to school week. You will also
have seen children noting the sounds of spring they can hear on their walks to school
and filling these in on their colourful wall charts. We’ll be able to report on the carbon
emissions saved by walking rather than driving round Hook Norton in the next
newsletter.
Other new approaches on transport for longer journeys included increased lift sharing
and the Meads buying a Polo “Blue Motion” which does 70 miles to the gallon (and
hence is taxed at the lowest car tax band A) and letting their larger “people carrier”
sit on the drive unless it’s a full car load. As well as being great for reducing carbon
emissions they have already seen great savings in their diesel bills. So that’s
something to think about, if you don’t need a large car for your journey leave it on
the drive and use a small one!
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In reducing emissions from the home, with the onset of the sunshine in May those in
the group with Solar Thermal panels have been enjoying those free hot showers.
Of all the renewable technologies it’s the most cost effective so let us know if this of
interest. Some of the companies that have dropped leaflets around Hooky offer less
value than others. So if you are interested then please do get in touch with us we can
advise on who to go for.
Finally, several members of the group had found the energy monitor had provided
some real surprises about electricity use they just didn’t know about. TVs and digital
boxes left on standby rather than being turned off at the plug are well known but we
also found that switching cookers off at the wall saved significant amounts off
electricity bills. There are a couple of devices that we loan round the group so just
pop along if you would like to borrow one.
Given the newer members were interested in calculating their
carbon footprint we will have the next meeting of the group back
at the school to allow people to calculate their footprints. So it’s an
ideal time to come along if you haven’t had a chance to come along
so far. The next meeting is at the School on Tuesday 17th June
between 7.30-9pm. Contact
CAN YOU HELP WITH
Tim Lunel on 730446 or
NEWSLETTER
lunel@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING?
The newsletter relies on
several sources of income;
one of which is advertising. Do
you have access to a pc and
can you spare a couple of
hours a month to organise and
co-ordinate the advertisers,
send invoices and ensure the
income is received?
So what's involved?
Well, we have about 60 regular
or semi regular advertisers;
most of whom repeat their
bookings for 6 issues each year.
We have all the information
collated in a spreadsheet and it
would probably be easiest if you
could continue to use this
method.
Don't worry about the 'correct'
software; everything relating
to this task can be achieved
with free software so if you
don't have it now; we can
supply it very easily.
If you can help with this,
please let Helen or Andy know
– our phone numbers and
email addresses are on page 5
Thank you.
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LOGS
TOP QUALITY, SPLIT, SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
BULK OR BAGS

DAVID RANDALL TREE WORK
01608 738109 / 07831 571176

MICHAEL HEMMINGS
Carpenter & Joiner

Tel: 01608 737069
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, DOORS,
WINDOWS, PURPOSE MADE JOINERY, HOME
IMPROVEMENTS, RESTORATION WORK.

HOOKY PET AND HOME CARE
Pets fed and fussed whilst owners away
Pet and house sitting service

Please call Hilary Wiseman
01608 730090
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SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB YOUTH CLUB TRIPS
Youth Club recently went on two trips. First we went to Drayton Manor Park and then
to Wembley Stadium.
Both trips were fantastic. The kids were all brilliant, as usual.
For Drayton Manor, we picked
a perfect day. The sun was
shining and as it was only an
inset day from school in our
area, the park was quite
empty. This meant the kids
could go on as many rides as
they liked, time and time
again, with no queues. Within
minutes they braved the
’Apocalypse’,
then
the
‘Maelstrom’ and most didn’t
wait
to
get
wet
on
‘Stormforce 10’. We weren’t
that brave, so hit the new
‘Thomas Land’. Even the rides
in there were scary!!! After a
super day, we arrived home,
excited about our next trip to Wembley Stadium.
The following Friday, we all got back on the coach and headed for London. As we got
closer, it was amazing to see the arch of Wembley Stadium in the distance. Our tour
commenced at 12.45pm. Firstly we were shown the corporate boxes. These ranged
from £60,000 to £270,000 per year, so we booked four!!! We then headed to the
changing rooms where the kids had their photo’s taken with the England Players
shirts, held the FA Cup, then the dugouts and pitch. We couldn’t go on the pitch
unfortunately. This is mowed twice a day and takes four hours each time. We did buy
some Wembley Grass seed for our football pitch
at ‘The Sports and Social Club’. This will please
Billy Green! Our last stop was to see the
fantastic bronze statue of ‘Bobby Moore’. This
was commissioned by Wembley Stadium, as a
tribute to the career and life of this England
legend. A must see. The kids then hit the
Wembley store, before heading back to the
coach for home. Can we say a massive ‘Thank
You’, to ALL the kids for being SO well behaved,
we even had a comment from a Wembley Man
about our good behaviour, so well done you!, to
ALL the Mums and Dads for trusting us with your
kids and spending lots of money for us to do this
and last, but definitely not least, to the
Charitable Association for giving us £250
towards our trips. We really appreciate it. Look
out for future Youth Club dates on our website
at hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk and
click on Youth Club. New members welcome
aged between 11 and 16. Kerrie and Colette
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THEATRE
I hope some readers have managed to smell the grease-paint since my last
recommendations!
Following on from a hugely successful season with "London Assurance", the Watermill
at Newbury has Peter Shaffer's "Black Comedy" as a double-bill with a classic
Hancock's Half-Hour - "The Bowmans" (28th May-5th July).
During this period the Oxford Playhouse gives an insight into the phenomenon of
cricket with "The English Game" (3rd-7th June) - but it doesn't end there - it is also
a revealing look at the political & social tensions which underpin our modern society
- who said cricket was just a game?
Then between 23rd-28th June there is more British gung-ho as 4 actors in 139 roles
in a 100 minutes of fast-paced fun & thrilling action present an adaptation of John
Buchan's "39 Steps".
Whilst the Everyman at Cheltenham has a season of musicals - "Aspects of Love",
"The King & I" and Sondheim's "Into the Woods", two of the best plays are at Malvern.
A visit to this beautiful town can combine a chance to see one of Alan Ayckbourn's
best, "Relatively Speaking" starring Peter Bowles & Angela Thorne (30th June - 5th
July) or, the following week, Royce Ryton's "Crown Matrimonial". This deals with
Edward VIII's abdication & stars Patricia Routledge as his mother Queen Mary.
Chipping Norton Theatre has an
interesting re-creation of some of
Shakespeare's rogues & scoundrels
- Richard III, Iago, Macbeth etc - by
Steven Berkoff. One night only, 14th
June.
Finally, before all that, I hope you
will have seen Hooky Players' 15th
Production, "Strictly for the Birds"
here in the Memorial Hall.
Remember, the play's the thing!
John Wheatley

Thinking about
alterations to
your property?

Building Services

FETE GAMES OFFERED
For anyone having a summer fete
or garden party, Barton-on-theHeath village fete committee is
willing to lend its traditional fete
games in exchange for a small
donation to its own fete funds.
Available to local groups are 'milk
the cow', 'treasure island', splat
the rat', 'roulette', and others all great fun for children and
adults. Ring Maggie Pettifer if you
would like to come and see the
games we have available
(674410) on all dates except 5
July - our own fete.

Contact:
Geoff Sampson

BSD
BS Design

Drawings Prepared
Planning Permission & Building
Regulation Approval Obtained
FREE no obligation site visit

Tel: 07808 906225
Email: geoff.sampson@tiscali.co.uk
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK - MID MARCH TO MID MAY
Betty White phoned on 23rd March to say that she had seen two or three
male and female Bramblings in the last week. She has seen male and
female Yellowhammers, also one Pied Wagtail which she has seen
during the winter months for the last three years. Four Buzzards were
seen over the East End on 26th March. In this area since there have
been almost daily sightings of one or two Buzzards. Margaret Bloomfield in Osney Close saw a pair of Buzzards floating around above them
on 2nd May at about 3.30pm, with Jackdaws harrassing them and they
just swept out of the way and soared around looking absolutely beautiful.
On 28th March Richard Wheelton who lives in Hollybush Road, was upstairs in his
office when he heard a screeching commotion, when he looked out of his window he
saw a female Sparrowhawk with its wings spread out with a male Blackbird pinned
down on its back and screeching. He went downstairs into the garden and got within
three feet of the birds hoping that the hawk would fly off and leave the Blackbird,
whereupon it took off carrying the bird in its talons. Another person saying that
regrettably he did not have a camera to hand, but as we know it is much better to
have the memory through ones own eyes than a photo taken with a camera. Warren
Morris who lives in Orchard Road had a female Goldcrest flitting around in the Birch
tree right outside their front window on 6th April. He says that it was a treat to get
such a close view for such a long time - his comment was that "it made his day" as it
is the first time he has ever seen this bird.
The first person to see a Swallow in the village was Cheryl Woodward at 10.45am on
6th April looking down Bell Hill - ironic really as there was snow on the ground! Linda
Wong saw a Swallow from her kitchen window in Hollybush on 9th April. The next
one seen was by Jo and Gary Parker on the evening of 23rd April in their courtyard
flying about and they said "what a lovely and welcome sight - summer is on the way".
I am really pleased you all contacted me, thank you.
On 28th April Vivien Lee in Down End had a female Goldcrest right outside their window
flying up against it and was not at all bothered by their presence. It spent a lot of time
there over two days and they said that they felt very lucky they could see her so clearly
and for so long. She also reported the first House Martin on 26th April in the morning.
The first Swift was seen over the East End on 4th May. I have not had any reports of
a Cuckoo - has anyone seen or heard one around Hooky? We were very lucky to have
a Whitethroat flitting along our back hedge and singing on 5th May.
Two Heron were seen on 25th March and one on 31st March flying over the fields in
the East End, a single Lapwing on 15th April, a Bullfinch on 7th May, and three Mallard
Ducks on 8th May.
Single Red Kites have been seen by Helen Burchell flying over the village early week
commencing 5th May and by Tim Burchell at around 9.00am on 9th May over the
middle of the village and Linda Wong on 11th May at about 5.40pm circling over the
properties in the East End - what an excellent week. Tim Burchell also saw a pair of
Ravens behind the allotments.
On 27th March a Brimstone Butterfly was seen in a garden in East End, on 30th March
after Church Marianne Joyce saw a Brimstone by the playground. Other Butterflies
seen are Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock, an Orange Tip on 15th April and for many days
recently Holly Blue, a very small blue Butterfly.
We had a Fox in our back garden on 2nd April, and another one was seen on 9th April
and last but by no means least Aileen Watson in The Bourne has this last week seen a
Hedgehog which is very noisy and has a big nest in a very protected area of her garden.
A big thank you to those of you who have been in touch, please let me know about your
sightings. Geraldine Moore Tel: 730236 email: geraldine.moore1@btinternet.com
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NEWS FROM HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB – JUNE 2008
Hook Norton Tennis Club first in Oxfordshire to achieve Tennis Clubmark
Tennis Clubmark is the LTA’s club accreditation programme. All
types of tennis clubs are eligible to apply, including traditional
tennis clubs, clubs based on school sites and commercial clubs.
Achieving Tennis Clubmark means that club members, potential
members and parents of juniors in the tennis programme know
that the club is managed effectively, we are providing a safe
environment at our club and a great on-court tennis programme.
Hook Norton is one of only 11 tennis clubs in the country to have
achieved Clubmark and is the first tennis club in Oxfordshire and
Berkshire.
There was a celebration of this achievement on Tuesday 3rd June at the Club when
Ash Taylor, tennis development manager for Oxfordshire and Berkshire Lawn Tennis
Association presented the Clubmark to Matt Hill, junior development officer.
Junior membership for the summer holidays – just £10
Why not play tennis in the summer holidays? You need to pay in advance (see any
member of the committee to join), and the fee just covers the summer holidays.
Adult and full members and coaching would take priority.
Junior coaching
Two primary schools tournaments were held at the tennis club in March and April. This
was a result of five weeks worth of tennis coaching for year two pupils at seven
primary schools with two boys and two girls selected to participate in the
tournaments. The first tournament was held on 27th March with
Hornton, Shennington, and Sibford Gower all participating. The second
tournament took place on 24th April with Great Tew, Holy Trinity,
Middle Barton, and St Mary’s taking part. Sibford Gower and St Mary’s
were the respective winners. Many of the children have now become
involved within the coaching programme. Coaching sessions are
currently taking place for all ages during the week and at the weekend.
We have entered a Boys and Girls 14&U team into the Oxfordshire
National Junior Club League for the first time this summer. Our juniors
will be competing in singles and doubles matches against other clubs
throughout the county.
If you would like more information please telephone Marc Gilkes on
01295 265085 or email: marcgilkes@fsmail.net
Adult Coaching:
The ladies coaching sessions are on Tuesdays from 10.00am-11.30 am; the cost per
session is £7.50. Please contact Marc if you would like to attend.
Steve Bone continues his weekend coaching every third Sunday – contact Sean
Callery for more details. Email: sean@caller.demon.co.uk
Junior Design Competition
If any juniors would like to design a plaque for the new Sports & Social Clubhouse,
get your design ideas to Kerrie or Colette by 14th June.
You need to include all of our sports activities (tennis, football, cricket and harriers)
as well as social. The words ‘Hook Norton Sports & Social Club’ must feature in your
design, and 2008 – the year it is opening.
Entries on A4 sheets please. There is a small fee of £1 per entry – don’t forget to put
your name, age and the sports or social section you belong to on the back.
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Men’s Singles
Chris Butcher won the Men's Singles Tournament in a closely
fought match.
Rai Wahlen was winning at 6-3, 5-5 but Chris unexpectedly
did the splits when going for a particularly difficult shot, and
the sharp pain made him more alert. Rai was so surprised by
Chris’s antics that he then lost the match.
Wimbledon Draw
The draw for Wimbledon tickets was held on Tuesday 20th
May at the tennis hut.
Annual Tennis Dinner
This will be held at The Sun on Friday 27th June – contact a committee member for
more details.
Club Nights
These are held on Tuesday
and Friday evenings from
7-9.30 pm and on Sunday
mornings from 10 to 12. If
you’d like to have a game of
doubles, do come along.

Executive, leather interior vehicles now available for:
Airports
Seaports
Tours
Business to Business
No signs or plates displayed (on request)
No obligation quotes 01608 737 161
Corporate and Private Accounts welcome

Hook Norton, Oxfordshire

British Chauffeurs Guild

GOODBYE
WONDERFUL
NEIGHBOUR
I was so sad to learn that
my neighbour and one of
my dearest friends, Mrs
Grace
French
passed
away suddenly on the 26th
April.
She
was
the
most
wonderful neighbour and
generous, caring person
anyone could meet. She
was one of the reasons
that made living in Hook
Norton special and I’m
sure everyone who knew
Grace will miss her
terribly.
I send Mike, and the rest
of Grace’s family, my
deepest condolences at
their loss of such an
amazing lady.
Alison Rodwell
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COTSWOLD
CARRIERS
Moving people with care

REMOVALS
STORAGE
SHIPPING
Warehouse No.2, The Walk,
Hook Norton Road, Chipping Norton
Oxon. OX7 STG
Tel 01608 730500 Fax 01608 730600
Website: www.cotswoldcarriers.co.uk
Email: bill@cotswold-carriers.com
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HOOK NORTON (SENIOR SECTION) FOOTBALL CLUB
“Well, that’s it” is an expression that invariably means that something
has been brought to a conclusion and, in relation to our club, the
expression could now be uttered for at least three significant reasons.
“Well, that’s it” means, firstly, that season 2007/2008 has finally
ended. It has been a season of “success and achievement”, according to Chairman Mike Barlow, with the First Team once more competing and holding
its own in the Premier Division of the Hellenic League and the Second Team finishing
in 9th position in its league. Also, apart from the club’s achievements on the field of
play during the 9 months just ended, the season was significant for the installation of
the facilities for which the club has fought so hard and waited so long: covered
spectator accommodation, dug outs, perimeter hard standing and, of course, the
floodlights, all of which have received many complimentary remarks from both home
and visiting spectators. Furthermore, many matches and other events have been
notable, none more so than the informal naming and opening of the Ian Willoughby
Stand by the late Hooky player’s nine years’ old daughter, Hannah in the early part
of the year. As always, at a season’s end, the club owes an enormous debt of
gratitude to all of its sponsors, (especially its main sponsor, Smiths of Bloxham),
helpers and supporters, without whose backing the club would not be able to survive
at this level of football. Having said that, practical help is also
invaluable on match days, particularly at home, and in this connection the club has been blessed by having the regular services of
Colette and Kerrie in the clubhouse; their loyal services were deservedly recognised with the award of Club Persons of the Year at the End
of Season Presentations’ Evening when local young player Pete
Moulder scooped no less than 3 awards, including the Spirit Award
presented by the Lee Stratford Community Trust.
“Well, that’s it” is something that Ben Spiero surely uttered when the
end of the season also brought to an end his 4 years’ most successful
reign as First Team Manager, thereby allowing him to enter imminently
into marriage with Hannah, whilst still remaining with Hooky as both a player and a
director of the club. Continuity for next season and beyond has been maintained by the
appointment of Karlton Stratford as Ben’s successor. Karlton is a popular choice, having
begun his football career in the village many years ago and, apart from this aspect and
his local connections, his footballing pedigree is second to none in the area.
“Well, that’s it” was something that I, also, said as the season came to an end. Having
worked with the club for the past 7 years, five of them as club and match secretary,
I have decided that it’s time to hand over to someone younger. That person is Garnet
Thomas, a most popular and respected Hooky ex-player whose roots are well and
truly entrenched in the village. Garnet, with Mike and the rest of the committee will
look after our club and, with your help and support, will develop and safeguard its
future.
Next Season begins on Saturday 16th August (away, of course!). Up the Hooky!
“Well, that’s it”
Geoff ‘Jesse’ James

DON’T FORGET If you are planning an event in the village - check the village diary at :
http://www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk/
Or in the post office or the library.
For village events, monthly meetings, school holidays etc and avoid a clash!
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CALENDAR
JUNE
2

8.55am/
9am
2.002.30pm

2
5
5

4, 5, &
7.30pm
5-7 Evening

10 7.30pm
12
12 11.00am
12 7:30pm
12 8pm
14 9–12am
14 8.30–
11.30pm
15 10.00am
17 2.00pm

School & Foundation Stage :
Start of Term 6
Rhymetime for 1-3 year olds
- Library
Blue Box / Brown Bin week
Kilimanjaro Thank You Slide
Show – Baptist Hall
Hooky Players summer
production - “Strictly for the
Birds” - Memorial Hall
Prayers for Healing - St
Peter’s Church
Green Bin week
Wheelers and Squealers
Parish Council Meeting
Sing to the Lord – St Peter’s
Church
Village Market
“The Singing Postman”Sports & Social Club
JAM Service - St. Peter’s
WI Meeting “35 years on a
Milk Round” Sylvia Brown –
Baptist Hall

17 7.30-9pm Low Carbon Hook Norton
Group - School Hall
18 Evening Primary School Science
Evening for parents/carers
– Primary School
18 7:00pm Garden Club Evening visit to
Grange Farm, Evenlode
19
Blue Box / Brown Bin week
20 Early
FOHNS Family Barbeque –
Evening Primary School
25 6-7.30pm Primary School Musical
Extravaganza for
parents/carers – Primary
School
26
Green Bin week
26 10:30 am Carry on Learning
26 7-10pm Busy Bees Craft Club –
Baptist Hall
27
Tennis Club Annual Dinner –
The Sun
28 NoonFamily Fun Day - Sports &
Late
Social Club
28 7.30
St Peters Barn Dance –
-11.30pm School Hall
30 2-2.30pm Rhymetime for 1-3 year olds
- Library

JULY
3
5
6

10
10
10
10
11
12
15

Blue Box / Brown Bin week
pm
12th M@C – Ferris Hill Farm
9am–4pm Annual Bike Ride from
Birmingham to Oxford stop
over - St Peters Hall
Green Bin week
WI Group Outing to Seville
Gardens Windsor
11.00am Wheelers and Squealers
7:30pm Parish Council Meeting
7.30pm Jonathan Veira Concert St Peter’s Church
9–12am Village Market
Hook Norton Village
Newsletter Copy Date

15 2.00pm
16

17
19
20
23
24
28
31
31

WI Garden Party - Malthouse
Barn
6:30pm Garden Club Evening visit:
Stone House, Wyck
Rissington
Blue Box / Brown Bin week
pm/eve Hook Norton Festival of Fine
Ales – Pear Tree
10.30am JAM Service - Baptist
Church
1:30pm Primary School closes for
summer holiday
Green Bin week
2-2.30pm Rhymetime for 1-3 year olds
- Library
10:30am Carry on Learning
7-10pm Busy Bees Craft Club –
Baptist Hall

Find a copy of the Newsletter and a rolling twelve month village diary at
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Printed by KMS Litho, Hook Norton. 01608 737640

