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BED & BREAKFAST
Buttslade House Cottage (Sibford Gower) offers
comfortable accommodation with en suite bathroom
overlooking a tranquil English country garden.
Contact Diana Thompson (01295)788818
or janthompson50@hotmail.com
www. buttsladehouse.co. uk
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Back Pain, Sports Injury & Headache Clinic
Especially for long term pain
BUPA + PPP
Registered

Hector Wells B.Sc.(Hons)., D.O., G.OsC.,
Registered Osteopath & Associates

Back and Neck Pains,
Sciatica, Frozen Shoulder,
Tennis elbow, Knees and Arthritic
Hips a speciality,
Pins and needles, Babycolic Clinic
Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
Whiplash
Stress Pain

To avoid disrobing
please wear a loose
T-shirt and
joggers/leggings

For your feet & leg problems

D.Houlton B.Sc.(Hons)
Pod.SRCh. Mchs.

Appointments (01295) 265 267
Monday to Saturday & Evenings
54 Bloxham Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 9JR

State Registered Podiatrist
Tel: 01295 271 255

MICHAEL HEMMINGS
Carpenter & Joiner

Tel: 01608 737069
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, DOORS,
WINDOWS, PURPOSE MADE JOINERY, HOMEIMPROVEMENTS, RESTORATION WORK.
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Faul kner A ssoci ates
Chart ered Accountants
Do you need assistance with Sage or other accounting packages?
Are bookkeeping and payroll duties interfering with the running of
your business?
Do you want to start up your own company?
Please contact Sakine Faulkner BSc ACA for all your accounting needs.
Tel: 01608 730 194 Mob: 07947 630 505
email: sakine@faulknerassoc.co.uk
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FROM THE EDITORS
This month, the Newsletter Box
contained £24.73 – thank you.

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising:
Distribution:
Proof Reading:
IT/Web Support:
Treasurer:
Directory:

Andy Horne
Malcolm Black
Nigel Lehmann
Martin Baxter
Kevin Hope
Diana Barber

Sadly we record the deaths of Violet
Baxter, Betty Margeurite Bishop,
Lancelot Stirling, Pauline Goldsmith,
Nelly May Hall (nee Woodward) and
Richard Jones. On behalf of the
village we send our condolences to their families and friends.
Andy Horne 730604
hookynews@totalise.co.uk

730604
730668

737428

Helen Foster 737391
helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

The views expressed in the Newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team
RATES – CHEQUES PAYABLE TO ‘HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER’
Text and advertising copy deadline

Saturday 15th MARCH 2008

Text for Village activities

Free (a small donation is welcome)

Inserts for Village Activities

On request from Andy Horne

Commercial Advertising
Commercial Inserts

£24 per page and pro rata per issue
£20 per issue

Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to;
Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

Foodieanna
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES
We have had a busy few months at guides,
getting the 10 new guides settled in and
also making their promise before Christmas.
On November 16th, we went to Marks &
Spencers to bagpack for 4 hours and raised
a huge amount of £375, which will go nicely
towards our camp. About 18 of the guides
came to help with this bit of community
service - quite tiring, but fun at the same
time.
We would like to take this opportunity in
thanking the Festival of Fine Ales for the
very kind donation that they gave us - we
put the money towards paying for very
necessary art and craft equipment. This equipment has already been put to very good
use. We would like to thank the Music@Crossroads committee as well for their kind
donation which we put towards our Christmas panto trip. Sarah organised for 35 of us to
attend "The Mirror Tent" at BMW, Cowley, Oxford at the beginning of December. We went
to see the Creative Theatre Company act out "The Brothers Grimm" - we had a fantastic
time , the girls thoroughly enjoyed the show and even more enjoyed the pancakes that
were purchased in the interval!!!
Some of the guides came to Beechaven
in Chipping Norton, with the leaders for
carol singing with the old people. They
thoroughly enjoyed hearing the young
guides sing and play their instruments.
Megan made her promise to become a
young leader in front of them, which
was good. This is a very important part
of guiding - the community service that
we do and the girls enjoy doing it.
We have 4 of the guides taking part in
the village panto, so as with tradition,
we are taking the guides to the opening
night on next Wednesday, which we are
all looking forward to.
We are now trying to plan for our spring
camp, together with other activities
organised in the division.
With 26 guides, they continue to keep
us leaders active! Tonight, to celebrate
"Burns Night", we did a number of
activities, including - design a Loch
Ness Monster, cooking shortbread,
scottish dancing and even tossing the
caber - all lots of fun. It really is very
rewarding to see them enjoying
themselves. Many thanks to the
parents for their support. Julie Wood,
Sarah Gardner and Kate Rudd
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!
Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111
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HOOK NORTON BEAVERS
For the last 2 years I have been a Hook Norton Beaver – which is the youngest stage
of the Scout movement and is for boys aged 6 to 8 years. I am now 8 years old and
have left Beavers at Christmas to move up to Cubs. I wanted to let other boys in Hook
Norton know what being a Beaver is like:
Q: What have been the best activities you did as a Beaver?
A: Probably crayfishing, camping, cycling, paper aeroplane night, forest walk and
looking after your bike night, chocolate art and pancake Friday!
Q: Do you go camping as a Beaver?
A: Yes – we went with Mums, Dads and siblings and it was very fun
Q: What have you enjoyed about being a Beaver?
A: Nice leaders and good games and good fun nights
Q: What have you learnt from being a Beaver?
A: Lots! How to march, how to make a crayfish net, a starsign
telescope, a paper aeroplanes and what to use a lobster pot for!
Q: What are the Beaver leaders like?
A: Very, very nice and strict in a good way!
Q: What badges can you get?
A: Sports badge, religion badge. arts & crafts badge, discovery badge, Centenary
badge outdoor badge and others.
Q: What trips have you been on with Beavers?
A: Centenary camp in Sibford, Horley Scout centre, and Xscape in Milton Keynes.
Q: Which activity was the
wettest or muddiest?
A: That’s easy – it was
crayfishing as it had
been raining.
Q: Do you have a uniform?
A: Yes – it is a turquoise
polo shirt and jumper,
navy blue trousers and a
Handsewn & Interlined curtains &
neckerchief
held
pelmets our speciality
together with a woggle!
Roman & Roller blinds
Q: Anything else you would
Customised design service and home consultancy
like to say
A: Yes it was great!
Every kind of fabric from many
leading manufacturers
Q: What do I do if I want
to find out more about
Decorative Poles, Tie backs & Trimmings
being a Beaver?
A: Visit
New Sofas &
Lampshade making http://www.scouts.org.
Chairs
Custom made
uk/beavers for more
Loose
Covers
&
Bedspreads
&
information about
Cushions Headboards Scouts and Beavers and
Wallpapers Re-upholstery service contact Chris Green on
730237.
Jake Skelton aged 8

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
www.annwoolgrove.com
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Tired? Stressed? Back ache? Chronic aches and pains?

Reflexology

can help
A simple and relaxing therapy involving gentle pressure on the hands
and feet which:
Stimulates the body's own healing ability to relieve a wide range of
ailments
Helps to soothe and relax the whole body and mind
Balances and restores the free flow of energy throughout the body
For more information or discussion without commitment ring

Angela Way
M.A.R., A.R.T.(Reg), Ad.V.R.T.(Reg), M.I.C.R.

Registered Practitioner
01608 730245
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TOUR DE TRIGS WALKING COMPETITION
Steve Rooney of Old School End, along
with Irene & Chris Hills of Great Rollright
successfully
completed
the
40th
anniversary, Tour De Trigs Walking
Competition, held over the first weekend
of December 2007.
They walked the very hilly, muddy and

arduous 53 mile course, in a time of 23
hours and 6 minutes. In finishing, Steve
raised £111.00 for the Hook Norton
School Minibus Appeal, and would like to
thank all of those who sponsored him so
generously.
The shorter, 31 mile junior course was
completed by Steve’s daughter, Sophie,
who along with team mates Alice
Eaton and Ellen Sleight finished
in the second best time for a
junior team, of 13 hours and 11
minutes.
A
fantastic
achievement for the three 15
year olds!

NEWSLETTER
THANK YOU's
Another year gone and we
hope
you
enjoy
the
Newsletter. As we've said
many times before, there are
a lot of people involved in
getting the Newsletter to
your door and we very much
appreciate
everyone
involved.
There are too many to name
individually, so, to all those
who
contribute
articles,
collate and produce, proof
read, print and distribute the
newsletter;
or
indeed
oversee the finances–

CHIPPING
NORTON
ORGANICS
fresh organic fruit & vegetables
bread, eggs, cheese, milk, wine,
organic wholefoods,
and excellent personal service.
Unique box scheme with every order
tailormade to suit individual needs.

TEL 01608 642973
www.chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
sales@chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
ORGANICS ON YOUR DOORSTEP !

A VERY BIG THANK YOU.
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LOGS
LOGS FOR SALE
Full/Half/Mixed Loads
Bags Available
Tel: 01608 737728

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly cooked fish and chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4.30 – 8.45pm
Also available for any outside events, private parties, etc.
Tel: 01295 812 811
0779 459849

Plumbing & Heating

Please Telephone 01608 737550
(Answer Machine)
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BAPTIST CHURCH
2008 is now a few weeks old and many people will be making plans for holidays and
other events to take place later in the year. As the year began, what were your hopes
for 2008? Health? Wealth? Happiness? Peace? These are the things that most of us
hope for, and the Chinese, as they celebrate their Now Year on February 7th will be
wishing each other Happiness, Prosperity and Long Life. It's what we all want. But we
know that health and wealth don't always result in happiness, and happiness is not
necessarily dependent on the other two. So, is it right to pursue these things, and are
they the most important? We have souls as well as bodies,and these need to be
nurtured too. The Bible records a letter written by the Apostle John to his friend,
Gaius. He said, "I wish above all things that you may prosper and be in health, even
as your soul prospers." John had no doubt about the health of his friend's soul, he
just hoped that his physical health might match up to it! Body, mind and spirit are all
inter-related, and the health of one can be affected by the others. We need a balanced
lifestyle. Some people are so concerned about the body that they neglect to care for
the soul. Others, perhaps, are so busy pursuing the prosperity bit that they neglect
the soul and the body. And we all know what can happen to all three when the pursuit
of happiness is taken to extremes! Let's take a health check this new year and see if
any adjustments need to be made. I'll let Jesus have the last word with a quote from
Matthew 6 verses 31 & 32. "Do not worry, saying,' What shall we eat, or what shall
we drink, or what shall we wear' Your Heavenly Father knows that you need them.
But seek first His Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be added
to you as well."
CHURCH CALENDAR
Lent Meetings begin on Feb. 13th, and on two subsequent Wednesdays, at
7,45pm at the school. The theme will be "The Way, the Truth, the Life." and will,
as usual, be shared with our St. Peter's friends.
Palm Sunday, March 16th, will also be a "JAM" (children's) service at 10.30am.
Good Friday, March 21st. Short Service at 10am, followed by coffee and hot cross
buns.
Easter Sunday, March 23rd. Communion 8 am, Breakfast 9 am, Family Service
10.30am. Cornerstone Covenant service, Chipping Campden, 6.30pm.
United Service, Holy Trinity Church, Chipping Norton,Sunday Feb.24th, 6.30pm
OTHER EVENTS
We have two "Just Desserts" evenings arranged for February and March.
On Saturday, February 9th there will be "fantastic free entertainment”
starting at 7pm. Helen Rogers, Hilary Wiseman, Jonathan Rowe and Paul
Acreman will perform with other local talent for your enjoyment. Experience the
bells, smells and sights as Martin Quartermain takes us on a journey through
old steam train era, Hook Norton. Collect free tickets from Post Office and
Village Shop to avoid missing those delicious deserts!" There will also be an
opportunity of supporting one of our local postmen who is planning to climb
Kilimanjaro in aid of Cystic Fibrosis.
On Saturday March 29th, at 7pm, there will be another "Desert island
Discs" evening, when some more village personalities (including Hooky's very
own Ian Kaye from the village shop!) will be interviewed and share their chosen
music with us. Once again there will be a wide variety of desserts to sample after the
show.
Hall Bookings. Please note that Ken Conrad is no longer dealing with these. Bookings
can be made via the church office until further notice.
Dorothy Smith 737266. John Taylor (church office) 737315
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MJB General Services Limited
Qualified Electrician Painting Decorating
Carpentry Brickwork Property Maintenance
No job too small All work considered
No obligation quotations Fully insured
2 Nil Farm Cottages, Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 730322 or 07711 669434

Paintings, prints, 3 D objects, certificates photos,
tapestries. Choose all your frames in the comfort of
your home. Phone for a free visit.

Hook Norton (01608)-730 306

Academy Framing
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SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL POSTMAN’S
CHARITY

ENTERTAINMENT EXTRAVAGANZA
AT THE
BAPTIST CHURCH HALL
ON SATURDAY 9TH FEBRUARY AT 7PM
IN SUPPORT OF: CYSTIC FIBROSIS
Helen Rogers
an Associate of the
Royal Academy of Music
Helen Rogers, Hilary Wiseman, Johnathan Rowe and Paul Acreman
will perform together with other local talent for your delectation.
Experience the Steam Train era as Martin Quartermain takes us on a
journey. Slides and sound help us to discover Hooky in the 1920’s!
Postman Colin will speak about Cystic Fibrosis
and after the bumper entertainment there will be delicious,
‘Just Desserts’ served in the Baptist Hall.
Free tickets available from the Post Office and the Village Shop
for this bumper filled Entertainment Evening :

HURRY - WHEN THEY’RE GONE THEY’RE GONE!
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ST PETER'S CHURCH
Well, it may be pretty obvious by the time this newsletter is
published, but just before Christmas St. Peter’s was finally given
the Chancellor’s go-ahead to have all the old pews removed and
replaced with new, comfy upholstered chairs. The work, which
started on January 21st, does unfortunately mean the building
will be closed for a few weeks, but the doors will re-open on
February 10th with a special 10 a.m. service of dedication.
The work will take three weeks, because once the pews have
been removed, the existing granwood floors are all being
renovated and resealed, and just before the new chairs are delivered the whole
church will also be professionally cleaned, from top to bottom. What a wonderful
start to the New Year.
Changing over to an all-chair church means St. Peter’s will not only be far more
comfortable for everyone sitting in it, but will allow the space to be used far more
flexibly for services and the many events, from concerts to craft-fairs, that St.
Peter’s hosts. In total, 108 wooden-framed upholstered chairs and 248 metalframed upholstered chairs have been purchased, and we do thank everyone who
has made even the smallest donation to help cover the cost. It’s an expensive
exercise, but one that we know will be worth every penny. The breakdown is as
follows: Cost of Chairs £15,690.35. Floor renovation £4,106.63. Church
clean £4,447.38. This gives a total cost of £24,244.36, towards which we
have received gift-aided contributions amounting to £3,355, with a further
£750 pledged. Sale of the pews will also bring in another £3,000.
It’s not too late to make a donation of any amount towards the chairs. A number of
people have kindly donated the price of a ‘whole’ chair, at £75 each. This also allows
the purchase of a small brass plaque for the back of a chair, which can be engraved,
perhaps in commemoration or as a memorial to family and/or friends. Please speak
to either Keith Fowler (737657) or myself (730818), if you would like to make any
form of donation. Tax payers can also fill in a short gift-aid form, which also allows
us to recoup money from the taxman!
I chose my words carefully when stating that the work in St. Peter’s means ‘the
building’ will be closed for three weeks. Closure of the church is perhaps a good
time to take stock of how we worship/pray, and when. As I’m sure I’ve mentioned
before (and I make no apologies for doing so!), our relationship with Jesus and our
commitment to God should not be confined to, or indeed dependent on, the
presence of a church building. God is with us 24 hours a day, 365 days a year,
wherever we are, whatever we do, and whether we have an open church or not.
This being said, our regular worship is continuing during the period of church
closure – we are just meeting in different venues. Most of the timetabled
services until February 10th are being held at Hook Norton Primary School.
Exceptions include the 8 a.m. BCP service of Holy Communion on 3rd February,
which will be at St.Mary’s, Swerford, and the service for the imposition of ashes on
6th February, (Ash Wednesday), which will be at St. Andrew’s Church, Great
Rollright, at 8 p.m. Other dates will be printed in the weekly pewslip.
The work will also be finished before Easter, which falls early this year, on March
23rd. Details of Easter services are below. This year’s Lent Course, themed ‘The
Way, The Truth and the Life’, will be held on three Wednesday evenings; 13th
and 27th February and 12th March, at Hook Norton Primary School Hall, 7.45 p.m.
All welcome!
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Regular Diary Dates:
Jesus and Me (JAM) club: Hook Norton Primary School study centre, every
Wednesday, 3.15-4.15 p.m. during term time, for keystage 1 and keystage 2
children (not nursery).
Wheelers and Squealers: Our regular get-togethers for the village tots, tinies
and their parents/carers. 11.00 am at St. Peter’s, every second Thursday of the
month (see posters for confirmation). Next meeting, Thursday 14th February.
Youth Groups: The two Youth Groups each meet once a month. The next
meeting for ‘Energise’, the group for all secondary school-aged children, is on
15th February 7.30 to 9 p.m., at St. Peter’s Hall. ‘Outlook’, which is for teenagers
in school year 10 and above, will meet on 29th February, at 8 p.m., at the home
of Chris and Laura Cooke. Contact Chris and Laura, on 737617, for more details,
or see the website (www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk).
Benefice Prayer meetings: Every third Wednesday of the month. Please see
noticeboard in church porch or the website for dates and venues. (Please note
that while the church is closed, notices will also be posted on the St.
Peter’s Church board, just inside the reception area in Hook Norton
Primary School).
Font Café: 10.00 a.m. ‘til 12.00 noon, every Tuesday and Saturday morning at
St. Peter’s. Fresh coffee, tea and biscuits, served free of charge. It’s an
opportunity to meet with friends, relax and enjoy a chat. Children and wellbehaved dogs welcome! If anyone would like to help out as a Font Café volunteer,
even on an occasional basis, please speak to Jan Hughes for more information,
or pop along during opening times and speak to any of the helpers on that day!
(Please note that during the period of church closure, Font Cafe will be
relocating its kettles and crockery to St. Peter’s Hall, next to the library,
and will be open as usual!)
Fairtrade stalls: Volunteers from St. Peter’s continue run a Fairtrade stall at the
monthly markets in Hook Norton and Swerford. The stalls sell all manner of
Fairtrade foods and beverages, along with gifts and household items. Other
items, including Fairtrade wine, are available to order through the catalogue.
Please drop by and support us! And don’t forget, there is a Fairtrade stall in
church after the 10 a.m. service every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.
Special Services, and Easter at St. Peter’s:
Prayers for Healing of body, mind and spirit: 'Are any among you sick ....?'
(James 5 v 14). Then why not come to St Peter's Church, Hook Norton on
Thursday 28th February 2008 at 7.30pm.
Mothering Sunday: March 2nd, 10 a.m. A Mothering Sunday all-age service.
Palm Sunday: March 16th, 10 a.m. Morning Worship.
Passover Supper: Thursday March 20th 7.30 p.m.
Good Friday: March 21st, 2-3 p.m. An hour at the Cross.
Easter Day: March 23rd. 8 a.m. Holy Communion, and 10 a.m. Morning Worship.
Easter Day. March 23rd. 5.45 a.m. Dawn Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s
church, Great Rollright.
And finally, a group of 40 people, including the young and not-so-young, will be
joining the thousands of others congregating at Butlins in Minehead for one of this
year’s three Spring Harvest weeks in April. If anyone is interested in going to Spring
Harvest in the future, even if just for a day or two, please do ask around and speak
to those who have attended in previous years, or speak to Jan Hughes (737900) or
Sheila Acreman (737223) for more information.
Sophia Fox, Churchwarden. 730818; sophiafox1@aol.com;
www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk
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Khosravi Persian Carpets
Experience the beauty of a hand-made Persian rug direct
from Iran in your home.
No obligation to purchase.
Elegance that will last a lifetime at a price you can afford.
Please telephone Sakine Faulkner for an
appointment - 01 608 7301 94

Full range of
Hook Norton Ales
Traditional home cooked food
The Pear Tree Inn
Tel: 01608 737482

Bed and Breakfast
Quiz night - Sundays

HOOKY PET AND HOME CARE
Pets fed and fussed whilst owners away
Pet and house sitting service

Please call Hilary Wiseman
01608 730090
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HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Happy New Year from all at Hook Norton Brass Band.
Many thanks to all who attended both our Autumn Concert & our Christmas Carol Concert
on the 1st December - 2007 was the first time we have performed our Carol Concert in
Hook Norton - thankfully it was a resounding success - the sum of £458.00 being kindly
donated by the audience - we promise next year we won't run out of Mince Pies !!!!
Christmas is always a busy period, engagements at the Katherine House "Lights of Love"
service, Tesco's Store, Banbury Shopping Centre, The Roebuck Inn @ Drayton (Village
Carols), Katherine House Hospice & Glebefields Nursing Home @ Drayton - December
flashed by - all very enjoyable & adding that special "Magic" to this time of year.
2008 is already looking another busy year - please make a note in your diary of our
Spring Concert in St. Peter's Church on Sunday 27th April, a concert in Holy Trinity
Church Stratford on Avon on the 12th April (in aid of the Church), Steam Rally, Brailes
Show, Finstock Club Day, Wootten Wawen - the list goes on.........
If you play Brass @ whatever level please give me a call - we have both training &
main practices on a Monday evening and are well known as being a very lively &
friendly group of all ages !!!
Martin Quartermain 01608-737269

KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
Old Post Office Christmas Craft Fayre
We would like to thank the Heath family, of Hook Norton for their Christmas Craft
Fayre held on 1st December, in aid of the hospice. A fantastic £390.00 was raised
and we are very grateful to them for their efforts.
2008 Hospice May Ball
Following the huge success of the Ball held last May, which was a sell-out and raised
£11,300 for hospice funds, Katharine House Hospice is going to undertake another Ball
on 4th May. 500 people attended last year’s event at Bloxham School and were
delighted with the meal and wonderful entertainment, so much so, some have already
reserved tickets for this year’s event! The Blue Meanies will once again be providing
the entertainment, with a three course meal included.
Bookings are now being taken, so to guarantee a place at this year’s wonderful
evening, please call Lucinda at Katharine House, on (01295) 811866. Tickets £40 each.
2008 Spring Fair- Tuesday 13th May
Katharine House will be holding its established Spring Fair at the Great Barn,
Aynho, near Banbury. There will be a wide selection of stalls on show, and of
course, a great variety of high quality plants and garden sundries. Last year,
almost 500 people attended this prestigious event, so make it a date for your diary!
The Midnight Walk 28th June 2008
Owing to the success of our 2007 Midnight Walk, which raised £68,000 for hospice
funds (£10,100 of this was obtained through Gift Aid), we have decided to hold
another walk this year! We were delighted by the feedback we received from
walkers, who really enjoyed the whole event and weren’t deterred by the weather!
“I am writing to congratulate you and your team for the wonderful organisation for
the Walk on Saturday night. Despite the rain I enjoyed every minute, the aerobics
at the start, the welcome break at Woodgreen, the lovely welcome with the medal
at the finish, also the bacon roll – nothing has ever tasted so good at 4 o’clock in
the morning. The sponsorship pledged on the night was fantastic – you must feel
really proud. Congratulations once again.” E R
This year’s walk will be begin at Banbury Rugby Club and will follow much the
same 12 mile route as last year. Application forms will be available from the end
of February, obtained by calling Sarah in Fundraising on (01295) 812161 or
delivered with our Spring Newsletter. Further details to follow.
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Structural & Civil Engineering Consultancy
Work undertaken in the following areas:
Refurbishment & conversions
Domestic new build & extensions
Commercial & Industrial buildings
Specialist areas of work:
Stonework
Oak framed structures
3D Engineering
Tel: 0845 241 4705
Mob: 07813 694 680

Email: sean@solid-structures.com
www.solid-structures.com

Solid Stuctures (UK) LTD, The Brewery, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon OX15 5NY

Paul Austin
Electrical services
Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 737031 Mobile: 07970 457291
Sockets ~ Lights ~ Extensions ~ Re-wires
Domestic
Agricultural & Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

Specialist in: Wallpapering, Decorative Effects, Spraying, Tiling,
Coving, Glazing, all Interior/Exterior Painting.
References and portfolio available.
Competitive Prices.

Tel: 01295 721206. Mobile: 07790 394625
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“SPONSOR THE PINT” AND SUPPORT LEUKAEMIA RESEARCH
Hello! I am Marathon Pint and on 13th April 2008 I intend to be the first pint of Hook
Norton beer ever to complete the London Marathon.
Over the next few weeks I shall be following a
gruelling training programme and I have decided to
keep a diary so that you can live through the ups and
downs with me. I am a bit like Bridget Jones, only my
pants are smaller.
I have taken on this challenge to raise money
for Leukaemia Research. Please support them
by sponsoring me – any amount, however small,
will help to save lives. To do this, please log on
to: www.justgiving.com/marathonpint
For Christmas I was given a book on marathon training for non-runners, full of
inspirational stories about people who have overcome all sort of handicaps to
complete marathons. This was very encouraging for me, as I have no legs. It made
me realise that there is nothing you can’t achieve if you put your mind to it. So I have
found myself a running partner (Gill Begnor) to help out in the legs department. She
has 2, which is a good start – but that’s about as far as it goes and we have a way to
go to get them round a marathon!
Here is an extract from my diary after the
first week. You can follow my progress for
the next 14 weeks on my website –
www.marathonpint.co.uk

Week 1
Me
Very pleased with my first week’s training. Have been reading my book and learning
all about what will happen to my body as my training progresses and how I can ensure
that I stay healthy and avoid injury. For example, exercise increases the level of free
radicals in your body and it is therefore important to ensure that there are plenty of
antioxidants in your diet.
Total distance:
17.9 miles
Units of alcohol consumed:
None (I am one). Well, I am 2.1 to be precise
Weight:
895g
Vital statistics
8.5, 8.5, 8.5
Gill
Training got off to a bit of a shaky start when she discovered that the malt and hops
in beer are excellent sources of antioxidants so she decided to drink a few pints of
Hook Norton beer just to be safe. After a lively debate she has agreed to eat more
tomatoes and drink less of my friends from now on.
Total distance:
17.9 miles
Units of alcohol consumed:
Definitely no more than 14
Weight:
14 pounds (OK, that’s not all of it but it’s what she
wants to lose so we can report on that for now).
Vital statistics
*!%?**$!! (I don’t think I was supposed to ask
that.)
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DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
You will have received a copy of the 2008 Directory with this newsletter.
We would like to thank Diana Barber for organising and producing it
and we hope you find it a very useful document. Thanks Diana.

HOOK NORTON
ART SOCIETY
On Saturday
9th February
a Quiz
Evening is
being
held at
the
Brewery
Centre starting at
7.30pm.
Five teams will be enjoying a
friendly / fun competition,
answering questions on a
variety of subjects.
Come along if you wish to join
in as a member of a team or
just listen and enjoy being at a
pleasant, happy evening.
Refreshments will be provided.
If you are interested in this
evening and need more
details, please ring Sue
Coltman on 01608 730333
or Paul Warwick on 01608
737107
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Full design service
Supply of plants
Free quotations
Sale of bedding plants
Sale of veggie plants & herbs
Imaginative designs to suit your needs
Solutions for problem areas
Low maintenance gardens and
... even the "hose pipe ban garden"

Contact:
Rachel Mortimer
01608 730663
morti@tesco.net

East of England Show 2002 silver medal RHS/BBC Hampton Court regional finalist
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Music at the Crossroads 2008
Spring Gig Night: Friday 28th March – FREE
After the great success of the gig evening held
last year, we are holding another free Spring
Gig night on Friday 28th March at the Sun Inn.
The evening is the ‘launch event’ for the 2008 Music at the Crossroads and
will include some great local acts, advance tickets for M@C 12 as well as
hearing how some of the money raised from 2007 was used in the village.
Watch the website and the local notice boards and lamp posts for more
news and full band line up.

M@C12: Saturday 5th July 2008
In case you haven’t heard the fantastic news yet about M@C12 - the
headline act is ………

The Manfreds
Since The Manfreds re-formed in 1991, they have been in
constant demand throughout the World…understandably
considering the number of top ten hits they had, not only with The
Manfreds, but also individually. 2008 will be no different, with a
tour of USA in the spring, followed by a tour of Australia and then
the UK tour of their highly acclaimed ‘Maximum Rhythm ‘n’ Blues’
show which features The Manfreds. Just some of their hits include:
The Manfreds: 5-4-3-2-1, Sha la la, Do Wah Diddy, If You Gotta
Go, Go Now, Pretty Flamingo, Semi-Detached Suburban, Ha Ha!
Said The Clown, The Mighty Quinn.
Paul Jones Solo: High Time
Mike d’Abo Compositions: Build Me Up Buttercup (recorded by
The Foundations), Handbags & Gladrags (recorded by Chris
Farlowe, Rod Stewart & The Stereophonics).
Check out their website and hear their hits on:
www.themanfreds.com

While we have a top class act coming to Hooky, which will attract more
people from further a field, we want to make sure the village have priority
for tickets. So this year we will be offering advance tickets at a reduced
price for the village residents, for a limited time before the event. More
details in the next newsletter.

www.hookymusic.co.uk
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MUSEUM REPORT
Queen’s Diamond Wedding
Celebratory Display
The long weekend of 15th, 16th & 17th November
saw your Museum hosting a display of ‘Wedding
dresses over the Ages’ to celebrate the Diamond
Wedding of Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip.
It was a truly co-operative effort. Eighteen dresses
were loaned by people associated with Hook
Norton. Although the initial plan was to restrict the
time span to cover the years of the wedding, this
idea was abandoned as the offers of dresses came
flooding in. The Brewery Museum willingly provided
the space needed for display.
Museum volunteers arranged the dresses on the
mannequins. Other volunteers put together some
floral displays to
accompany the wedding dresses. Flowers chosen
reflected (wherever possible) those carried on The
Day. Other people contributed towards expenses.
Local dress shops and private persons lent dress
forms and mannequins.
One of the Curators was responsible for producing
the narrative displays which accompanied the
wedding dresses. These were composed of
wedding photographs, memorabilia and amusing
and poignant stories.
BBC Oxford arrived on the Friday and provided
some welcome publicity (unfortunately it clashed
with Children In Need for TV space).
It was heart-warming during those three days in
November, as brides and grooms spontaneously
turned up with their children and, sometimes,
grandchildren to be photographed against their
‘displays’. We hope to produce a small booklet as
a record.
The overwhelming support from the village was truly appreciated and the Curators
thank everyone who helped at this occasion.
Clock Restoration
We are extremely pleased to tell you that the restoration of the village clock is now
complete and that there will be more news in the next issue of the Newsletter.
Again, the Curators would like to thank everyone who made this venture possible.
Paula Clarke, Pat & Barbara Summerell and Barbara Hicks

Alice Irvine and Tom Clark
were married at St Peter's Church,
Hook Norton on 19th January 2008
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DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors
6a Market Place, Chipping Norton.
Oxfordshire. OX7 5NA
Tel: 01608 643036 Fax: 01608 641025
Conveyancing (written quotations on request). Matrimonial
problems (SFLA Member). Wills. Probate. Accident claims and
General family business.
Home visits arranged for the housebound in the Hook Norton area.
SHOWROOM / WORKSHOP
Specialists In Antique &
Modern
Re-Upholstery
Quality Hand-Made Curtains
Pelmets & Blinds
Tailor-Made Loose Covers
Designer Fabrics
Wallpapers & Paints
VISIT OUR CRAFTSMEN AT
WORK
Buckingham Road
Industrial Estate
8d Boundary Road
Brackley NN13 7ES
01280 704437
Free Estimates & Design
Service
Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm Saturday 9am to lpm
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www.gmlawrencefurnishings.co.uk

HOOKY PLAYERS
By the time you read this, our fourteenth production of Beauty
and the Beast will have receded into history. Early signs are that
the show, at this time of writing, is going to prove as popular as
ever, with tickets sales going well. Director Richard Wheelton
seems very satisfied with the cast, and Musical Director Cate
Whitehead is, I know, delighted with the music. She is also
working very hard with the dancers having taken over the
choreography at very short notice. The dancers themselves are
well aware that time is short and are putting every effort in to learn their three
dances. The cast is very strong, with two new people taking lead roles, Karen Smith
and James Rooney. These, together with some of our village favourites, will ensure
another successful pantomime.
We would like to thank all the local businesses who have helped in putting this
production together; The Sun Inn for allowing us to use the Function Room for
rehearsals, Wacky Wardrobes for providing costumes and Best Computer Training,
Cotswold Carriers, Christophers Chauffeurs and Home Computer Assist for sponsoring
the Pantomime programme.
Our next production is scheduled for June and will be 'The Haunting of Hill House' again directed by Richard Wheelton. Some of you may have seen the film and know
that it is an out and out thriller. More details at a later date.
Thank you for your continued support.
Brian Rider, Chairman Hooky Players

HOOK NORTON
PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
NEEDS A NEW
TREASURER!
Our current treasurer is
resigning
and
we
need
another volunteer to take
charge of the playgroup
accounts. The Playgroup is a
not-for-profit
charitable
organisation
providing
preschool and afterschool
care for the children of the
village.
Someone with accountancy /
book
keeping
experience
would
be
very
much
appreciated in this role - but
full training will be provided if
required.
If you are interested in
supporting this valuable local
resource, please speak to
Julie at the playgroup on
01608 730560 or email
emma@iknowthe.net.
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Horse Riding
in
Hook Norton
Indoor and outdoor schools, so what ever the weather
come and ride!
Horses and Ponies of all shapes and sizes
Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school.
Reduced Rates 10.30 - 3.30 Tuesday to Friday.
School holidays 'own a pony days' and more...
Gift Vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)

Turpins Lodge Riding School, Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information.
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Where ever you ride please ensure they have a council licence.
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COMMUNITY MORNING
A fun session for babies and pre-schoolers
accompanied by a parent or carer.
Play, 'making' projects, singing, stories and refreshments.

Wednesdays 9.10am to 11.15am, term time only
at the Field Study Centre, Hook Norton School

** No session on 20th February **

For information, contact 01608 730875
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LOGS
TOP QUALITY, SPLIT, SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
BULK OR BAGS

DAVID RANDALL TREE WORK
01608 738109 / 07831 571176
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HOOK NORTON’S ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE – 12TH FEBRUARY
It was great to have so many positive thoughts on the article on Carbon Footprints
in the December issue. Thank you to all those who responded.
Given people are so keen to take some action here in Hook Norton we will hold a
meeting from 8-9pm on Tuesday 12th February at Hook Norton Primary School.
What better venue given the fantastic news that Hook Norton is now a Green Flag
School – see the article later in the Newsletter.
From what people have said to date the things you would like to cover at the
meeting are:
A chance for people to come and calculate their own personal carbon footprints.
To use this information to get some hints and tips about what actions will save
them money and also what actions will do most to reduce their carbon
emissions. We are fortunate that the school has made their computing suite
available and so we can do this on-line there and then.
To discuss the options for making biodiesel from waste oil available to the Hook
Norton community for those driving diesel cars.
Information on good local suppliers of solar panels for heating hot water and
information on prices and the savings that can be made.
I was also over in Charlbury last night at the first meeting of their Carbon Reduction
Action Group. This seems to me to be a really good action-based group based on
individuals taking action to reduce
their energy use and then using the
savings to fund community projects
to make carbon savings across the
whole community. I have put my
name forward to participate in this.
I will give a brief outline of this on
the 12th February and it may be that
the group is interested in either
joining the Charlbury group or
starting a similar group in Hook
Norton.
So if you would like to come for an
hour on the 12th February to take
some practical steps on climate
change, then do give me a ring or
drop me an e.mail just so we have
an idea of numbers.
Contact Tim Lunel on 730446 or
lunel@btinternet.com
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FRANCIS MORDAUNT

MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the Open College of Foot Health Professionals
Member of the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
To enquire about a home visit please telephone:

01295 730615
Professional Foot Care in Your Own Home
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Oats
The health shop in Chipping Norton
(with cards upstairs)

26 High Street - 01608 646556
Specialist Diet Foods :
Gluten free & wheat free, dairy free, sugar free, yeast free, vegan & vegetarian
Ready made foods and baking ingredients available to accommodate these diets
Ask for the list of chilled and frozen meals
Organic, Fairtrade, Gluten Free, Diary Free chocolate
Free tastings
Free half hour consultation sessions with a trained nutritional Solgar Advisor
Free magazines and leaflets
Free expert advice via specialist telephone helplines
Free deliveries to Hook Norton are available; £10 minimum spend.
Free special orders for foods and supplements – no extra handling charge
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THERESA HARPER

C W SMITH
Building Contractors
Tel: 01608 737790 E.mail: cws.build@virgin.net Fax: 01608 730966

New build, Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations,
Property Maintenance
Local references available
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Held on the second
Saturday
from 9-12 midday.
A variety of stalls including
bric-a-brac, collectables,
cakes, plants, cards,
jewellery, and much more.
Lots of bargains!
To hire a table
(£3.00 / £6.00),
ring Julie Tobin on 737952
The market will be held in
the Memorial Hall
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HOOK NORTON LIBRARY
New Opening
Monday;
Wednesday;
Friday;
Saturday;

Hours from 21st January 2008
2.00pm to 5.00pm 6.00pm to 7.00pm
2.00pm to 5.00pm
2.00pm to 5.00pm 6.00pm to 7.00pm
9.30am to 12.30pm

Hello everyone.
As you can see we've made a slight change to our opening hours. As you may be
aware, we have for some time been wanting to bring Hook Norton library's opening
hours in line with the other libraries of this size in the county, so that we are not open
after 7pm in the evenings.
After public consultation most people had no preference as to where that hour should
go but some people did want longer opening hours on a Saturday. Therefore after
doing a count of when people used the library on a Saturday it has been decided that
our new opening hours
for Saturday will be
9.30am to 12.30pm.
On to other news. We
held a Rhymetime for
0 to 3yr olds on Jan
21st but I can't tell
you how it went as I'm
writing this in advance
but hopefully we may
have more in the
future if all goes well.
Don't forget we do
have photocopying
facilities as well as
internet access, one
hour sessions can be
booked in advance on
the computers.
Also we do recycle
household batteries
(not the 6v and 9v
large square ones
though) and have
done really well as our
tube is nearly full to
the top at the
moment!
Looking forward to
seeing you all soon.
Janet May, Library
Manager
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ERIC WYATT
no call out charge
WASHING MACHINE - TUMBLE DRYER
COOKER - FRIDGES AND
FRIDGE FREEZERS
Eric Wyatt
6 Round Close Rd, Adderbury
Tel. No. (01295) 810116
Mobile 07831 595898
EXHIBITION
The Curious Home
Science Oxford
21 Jan – 29 Feb
Monday to Friday,
10am to 4pm
Free Entrance
How can digital
technologies be
designed for the new
home?
The new exhibition,
'The Curious
Home', is the
culmination of a
6-year project to
explore how
furniture and
furnishings can
integrate both
physical and digital
interaction.
http://www.oxtrust.
org.uk/whatson/
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HOOKY SCHOOL GETS ECO AWARD
Hook Norton School has, for a few years now, been trying its
hardest to help save our world from the effects of climate change.
Recycling, composting, putting up eco posters, re-using paper,
doing litter picks, as well as saving water and electricity are just a
handful of the many things we do for our planet. We also have an
Eco Committee made up of pupils and some of the staff. The Eco
Committee are in charge of the battle against global warming that
is going on in our school, they have meetings every fortnight.
However, on Wednesday 12th December the school was tested to its limits by an
inspector who had come to see if we deserved the highest rank of Eco Schools’ award,
the Green Flag award.
The Green Flag is not a trophy or plaque but literally the school that receives the
award is given a large green flag, with the Eco Schools’ symbol on it, to fly outside
the school.
On Friday 14th we heard from the Eco Schools’ association. We had won the Green
Flag! That day my class (year six) decided to make some miniature Green Flags. So
when our teacher (Mrs Crouch) told everyone the news in assembly she gave us the
signal and we stood up waving our mini flags and yelling “WE PASSED!”
We all hope you are proud to live in a village like Hook Norton that is doing its best
to help the environment.
Reporter: Hepsie Lucas

HOOKY SCHOOL GET GREEN FLAG
On the 14th December Hook Norton School were awarded the Green Flag Award. After
achieving Bronze and Silver awards the school were determined to get the Green Flag. As we have been awarded our
Silver and Bronze certificates we really wanted to achieve
our goal and the best Eco Award: the Green Flag.
After three years of hard work and already two awards, the
school thought it was ready to apply. On the 12th December
2007 an inspector came to our school.
After a long look through our files and all of the eco friendly
work the inspector left Hook Norton School, there was an
agonising wait to receive the news and find out if we had reached our goal of the
Green Flag award.
On the 14th December 2007 in assembly the news came. We had the Green Flag.
Look out for our the flag flying proudly on our flag pole.
We hope you are extremely proud to have such a great school with great pupils. Why
don’t you try being eco friendly at home?
Reporter: Lewis Reeves-Smith

Sports & Social Club - Youth Club 11 - 16's
Friday 8th Feb
6 - 8pm
£1
Friday 22nd Feb is Pancake Night 6 - 8pm
£1 Free Pancakes
Friday 7th March
6 - 8pm
£1
New Members Welcome. Come Along
For more info go to the website at
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk
or phone Kerrie or Colette on 738396/737829 Club 730132
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Swalcliffe Park Equestrian
Livery Yard & Cross Country
Swalcliffe Grange Banbury Oxon OXI5 5EX
(formally Grange Farm Stables)

Full Livery

Cross Country Course

in small exclusive yard
set in quiet rural surroundings
Floodlit school.

with training fields
Jumps 2'3"-3'6"
2 water complex
Available for Hire
Contact 01295 780206

d Crockery for Hire
Cutlery an
Are you holding an event that you need to
hire cutlery and crockery for?
I have enough for 120 people including
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls
and serving spoons.
15p an item, and return it dirty!
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.

FARMHOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM
SWALCLIFFE
Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful
th
surroundings in our comfortable 18 C
Farmhouse

CONTACT: BARBARA TAYLOR
TEL 01295 780206
www.swalcliffegrange.com
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL
A Big Success
Thanks for everyone who donated to, supported, inspired and
attended the Christmas Fayre, which was a stunning success.
It raised more than £3,000 for a new school mini-bus, which
is phenomenal. Special thanks to Nerys Wright for all her
hard work and coordination.
This New Year, we are hoping for similar successes so we can
really knock a hole in the bus bill. So please don’t miss our
Car Boot and Bike Sale (Sunday 27 April) and the Wine
Tasting Evening (Saturday 10 May). More details to follow on both events.
Sadly, the evening with Dave Newman’s band will not be taking place for a few weeks
– but it is postponed, not cancelled so we look forward to you coming along later in
the year and shaking a leg
to Hooky’s musical talents.
And a date for your diary.
We are planning a Family
BBQ (Friday 20 June),
including activities such as
a football penalty shoot-out
and, hopefully, the Chipping
Norton School Jazz Band.
‘Summertime’ is something
to look forward to on these
cold days.
So watch this space and
Executive, leather interior vehicles now available for:
remember that a simple
Airports
way to help the school is to
Seaports
join the School Lottery.
Tours
Details from the school
Business to Business
office. Roll on the spring.
FOHNS Committee.

MRS MARGUERITE
WYATT

No signs or plates displayed (on request)
No obligation quotes 01608 737 161
Corporate and Private Accounts welcome

The family of the late
Mrs M Wyatt would like
to thank everyone for
their kind messages of
sympathy in our sad
bereavement.

Hook Norton, Oxfordshire

The donations totalled
£456 of which £228 will
be given to Hook Norton
Surgery and £228 to
Marie Curie Cancer Care.
Elizabeth and Anthony
Wyatt & family

British Chauffeurs Guild
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SELECT & SAVE @ The Village Shop
High Street
Hook Norton
Oxon
OX15 5NQ
Tel 01608 737245
enquiries@villageshophooky.co.uk
Monday to Friday 7am –8pm
Saturdays 8am – 8pm
Sundays 8am – 6pm
Our flower department is blooming marvellous. Our trained florists can
make you anything to order. Are you going to a party, want a gift for
Mothering Sunday, or an extra special treat for your loved ones at
Easter? We also do weddings, events & funerals. Remember to
get your order in early – our flowers come direct from
Holland on temperature controlled lorries.
And while we are thinking of springtime
and Easter, don’t forget our
excellent supplies of
Easter Eggs, chocolate
and other goodies.

If you didn’t already know we are Paypoint & Payzone Agents. You
can now pay for your Electricity Bill, Water Bill, BT Phone Bill, Council
Tax, Charter Community Housing Rent, Television Licence in the shop.
You can even pay your London congestion charge here; if you are
going into central London in your car during the week all we need is
your car registration number & the day you are travelling.
The payment services that each company offers varies. To pay a bill, simply bring
in the bar-coded bill i.e. Thames Water Bill or Television Licence - we scan it on our
machine and you can pay by Cash or Debit Card here and we give you a receipt.
Or, some companies let you pre-budget by paying £10 every couple of weeks
towards your bill. They all issue swipe cards which can be swiped through our
machine, pay by cash or debit card at the till and we give you a receipt. Easy!
The best thing about it is you can pay your bills at the same time as your
shopping and we’re open 7 days a week so you can do it at your convenience!!
If you require a swipe card or further information
about payment options etc contact your service
provider who will be able to help you, or bring in your
bill or card and we’ll see if it is accepted.
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SUDDENLY IT SEEMED LIKE CHRISTMAS
St. Edmund’s Church, Shipston, was filled to capacity for the concert given by Stour
Singers with ‘Caliche’, the South American Folk Group. on 8th December 2007. The
programme began with the ‘Misa Criolla’ written by the Argentinian composer Ariel
Ramirez in 1963. It was one of the first Roman Catholic Masses to be set in Spanish
following the Vatican ruling to allow celebration of the Mass in the vernacular. The
‘Kirie’ opened with gentle chords struck on solo mandolin, the choir humming beneath
the tenor soloist, but in the ‘Gloria’ and ‘Credo’ the audience reacted to the
unexpected energy of the rhythms and the singing. The work ended with a quietly
beautiful plea: ‘Danos la paz’ – ‘Give us peace’.
There followed a set of European carols from the choir, and traditional carols for
audience accompanied by Rachel Bird at the piano. The second half opened with five
carols from the Andes which Caliche sang with zest (simultaneously playing
charangos, guitars, mandolins, panpipes flutes, ocarinas and a host of Andean
percussion,) to audience acclaim. Stour Singers maintained this mood joining Caliche
in a lively performance in Spanish of Ramirez:Navidad Nuestra, a moving Folk Nativity
composed as a companion piece to the Misa. The evening came to a joyous close with
Peruvian favourites, a standing ovation for Caliche and the choir – and suddenly it
seemed like Christmas.
Stour Singers next concert - a performance of Mozart’s Requiem and Haydn’s
Mariazeller Mass – will be on
Saturday 10th May 2008 in St.
Edmund’s Church.
If you would like to sing in this
concert: rehearsals start at 7.30pm
on Thurs 10th January 2008 at
Shipston Primary School.
No
auditions.
Please contact Vic
Twyman, tel: 01608 664215 for
further details. Visit the website at
stoursingers.org.uk

Sophia Holliday
and
Corin Lugg
were married at
St Peter's Church
Hook Norton
on 31st December
2007.

45

BRUCE HOPKINS LTD.
Banbury, Oxon (01295 680711)
www.brucehopkins.co.uk

Domestic & Commercial Groundcare Machinery
Sales, Service & Spare Parts
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THE THEATRE – PLAYS IN FEBRUARY & MARCH
After my review of past plays in the last issue it has been suggested some thoughts
on future productions may be helpful.
Well 2008 has plenty of choice beyond the Pantomime season – although I hope you
saw the Hooky Player’s “Beauty & the Beast”!
In February the Oxford Playhouse has a well-reviewed Alan Ayckbourn adaptation of
Sheridan’s “A Trip to Scarborough” – past & present writers of comedy par excellence!
We are told there is a murderous major, a hapless heroine and a crusty father with a
blunderbuss - not to mention a live band in fancy dress & an unexpected guest
appearance of, for those of long, very long, memories, the fabulous Andrew Sisters!
More comedy, this time at Malvern in mid-February; with the incomparable Felicity
Kendal as a glamorous socialite in the glittering decadence of late 1920s London.
What else but a Noel Coward play - “The Vortex”?
I look forward to seeing it as it is the sole Coward play that didn’t make me laugh
when I saw it, some years ago - the reason being that on the way to the theatre I lost
my wallet, money & credit cards!
At Cheltenham’s Everyman Theatre there is a revival of Terence Rattigan’s “The Deep
Blue Sea” starring Greta Scacchi. A powerful play by a master dramatist (25th Feb –
1st Mar) dealing with passion & loyalty.
Finally in both months – at
Northampton’s Theatre Royal & then
Oxford’s Playhouse, there is an
intriguing play by Sarah Ruhl – a
writer new to me – but starring the
incomparable Patricia Hodge. It is
called “The Clean House” & seems to
involve a battle between Doctor
Patricia, who wants a clean house
and her Brazilian cleaner who is not
of the same mind!
Although not on my list, I should
mention, for those who recall
Coventry’s Blitz, that in March there
is a play at The Belgrade Theatre
Coventry called “One Night in
November”. This is the story of one
family’s harrowing experience of
that night.
Good play-going. John Wheatley

Thinking about
alterations to
your property?

Building Services
Contact:
Geoff Sampson

BSD
BS Design

Drawings Prepared
Planning Permission & Building
Regulation Approval Obtained
FREE no obligation site visit

Tel: 07808 906225
Email: geoff.sampson@tiscali.co.uk
47

48

HOOK NORTON WOMENS' INSTITUTE
A letter from Teresa Forrest to the Women of Hook Norton
At the AGM of the W.I. in March, we will be voting in a new
Committee and I have agreed to become the next President of the
Womens' Institute in Hook Norton.
We also have members who will become Deputy President, the
Secretary and the Treasurer, so the good news is that the W.I. will
continue in the village.
Having lived in cities all my adult life, I had never been a member of
the W.I. but I joined as soon as I moved to Hooky. I have been very
impressed with the organisation of the W.I. and hope to have a happy and vibrant
group that everyone will enjoy and take part in.
I am writing this letter to invite you to come and join us. We meet every month and
have an event; usually a speaker, but occasionally, a garden party, an outing, or even
lunch at a pub.
On 19th February, I will be giving the talk entitled 'My Embroidery Collection'. If you
would like to come, you would meet me and the other members and, hopefully,
decide to join us in April, after the AGM.
Our meetings are held in the Baptist Church Hall on the third Tuesday of each month
at 2pm and guests are very welcome.
Teresa Forrest

HOOK NORTON SLIMMING
SUCCESS
Slimming World came to Hook
Norton on 28th November and so far
the new group has already lost an
incredible 9.5 stones in the
remaining four weeks of 2007!
The group is run by Consultant Lucy
Brown on Wednesday evenings at
6.30pm. Currently at the Sports &
Social Club, however with more
than 30 members in January the
group has had to find a new venue
and will therefore be moving to the
School, from Weds 6 Feb - still at
6.30pm.
Lucy explains “During
December the Hook Norton Group
achieved the highest weight loss in
its district; we had an amazing 1.8lb
weight loss per person each week!
Considering this was the lead up to
Christmas, this really was an
incredible achievement, especially
for a brand new group!”
All are welcome for very social
evening, we have several child
members aged 11-15 years old.
If you would like more information please call Lucy on 01295
268639 or visit
www.slimming-world.com
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Create a new fully fitted kitchen,
bedroom, study or bathroom
- without leaving your sofa.
Dovecote is an established Adderbury based business,
offering a great range of quality fitted home furniture.
We provide everything you need, for your new room all brought to your door
Large range of door and surface samples all available for home
selection
Design and layout service -no more guessing or compromising,
we accurately measure your room, then design and build to fit
.Installation and finishing to the highest standards
for more information visit www.dovecotekitchens.co.uk
or telephone 01295812856
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HOOK NORTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CHRISTMAS WINNERS
WELL DONE TO THE FOLLOWING AND THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT
CHRISTMAS BINGO

CHILDREN’S BINGO

£ 75.00 WINNER
£ 25.00 WINNER

JACKIE PAGE
PAUL SOUCH

£ 75.00 WOOLWORTH VOUCHER MAX BAYLISS
£ 25.00 WOOLWORTH VOUCHER MEGAN JOINER

AND TO OUR “WIN YOUR CHRISTMAS DINNER” WINNER
JACK WARHURST
SEE YOU ALL AGAIN SOON
FOR OUR EASTER BINGO
SEE BINGO TIMES IN NEWSLETTER FREE RAFFLE TICKET EACH WEEK YOU PLAY
FOR ALL SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB MEMBERS
FOR ENTRY INTO EASTER RAFFLE
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HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice
01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)

A.L SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton. OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK - MID NOVEMBER 2007 - MID JANUARY 2008
On the very cold morning of 24th November at about 10.30 Betty White
of Scotland Bungalow, saw for the first time in her garden, a Redwing,
together with other birds including Tits and Thrushes. On 2nd December
at about 09.35, Linda and Romus Wong, who live in Hollybush Road,
had a Sparrowhawk in their garden sitting in their lilac waiting for some
unwary bird to alight on their bird feeders. Needless to say it flew off
just as she had her binoculars to hand! They contacted me on Christmas
Day to say they were replenishing their fat balls and keeping their eyes
peeled for the Woodpeckers. Any of you that feed the birds will know
how much food they are eating at the moment - it is difficult to keep up
with them! A flock of about 30 Lapwings were seen flying over the fields on South Hill.
Tim Burchell has had two female Blackcaps together in his garden and has also seen a
male. We had a female in our garden on 26th November and 6th January. We have
often seen two Robins, but on 30th December there were three in our garden. In the
East End there have been lots of Fieldfare, Redwing, Starling and Chaffinch flocks, also
Pied Wagtails, Goldfinches and quite a few Song Thrush and Long-tailed Tit sightings
and a Cormorant flying over on 2nd January. There are so many Blackbirds around at
the moment and the question could be asked how can we tell which are residents and
which are visitors from abroad, as it is thought that at least 12 per cent are immigrants
travelling here from countries such as Norway, Germany, Finland and Russia. At the
moment you cannot tell them apart but in the first days of spring, in March or early
April, our resident males will be in their full breeding plumage, complete with orangeyellow bills and eye-rings, whereas males with duller bills and no eye-rings will almost
certainly be visitors about to make their way back across the North Sea.
There have been several sightings of single Kestrels. This bird has the ability to spot
their favourite prey, mice and voles, as they hover, as they have visual perception
that extends into the ultra-violet end of the spectrum, making small mammal urine
visible and revealing the locations of their runs, so they can detect the movements of
a grasshopper-sized creature from 30 metres.
At about 07.00 on 5th November two Roe Deer ran across the road just in front of David
Shirt's car at the top of South Hill, near to where they saw the herd a week earlier.
A Fox was seen in an East End field on 4th December. Tim Burchell was telling us the
story about the chickens in his garden. In the middle of December at about 16.00 the
chickens were let out. Their backs turned for a few minutes, they realised that one
was missing; followed the trail of feathers and found it dead nearby. Behind a bush
was the culprit, a Fox - what an opportunist! Interestingly enough you might think
that a Fox eats only mice, voles and rabbits, but about a third of its diet is fruit, worms
and insects. An ability to eat whatever is available is one reason why Foxes are found
throughout Europe, North America and Asia. At the moment they are in the middle of
their mating season and dog Foxes are looking for vixens by day and night. Their eyes
shine green in the dark when your headlights shine into their eyes as they have a
light-sensitive layer which enables them to see better in poor light.
It will soon be time to look for the spring migrants, together with Butterflies such as
the Brimstone, which can appear on warm February days. They hatched from pupae
last August. Males have brilliant sulphur-yellow uppersides, while the females are
paler and greener. They search for buckthorn bushes.
Thank you to those of you who have been in touch with me. Please contact me with
your sightings and I would really like to hear of your first sightings of the spring.
Geraldine Moore Tel: 730236 email: geraldine.moore1@btinternet.com
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HOOK NORTON SPORTS & SOCIAL CHRISTMAS BALL
Dear those who attended and supported.
Many thanks to all of you who braved the awful weather to attend the night, still
managing to look dazzling and dapper in all your wonderful dresses and suits.
Although the evening in the end was really enjoyable I feel I must apologise to all
those of you who like myself were disappointed with the service we received from my
chosen caterer, a caterer whom I have used many times in the past without any
problems and who had therefore promised me great things for the night.
Unfortunately those great things did not materialise and both myself and my trusty
sister Kerrie felt the brunt of your anger. We had been promised a wine waiter,
starters on the table for 8pm and a host of other goodies we were looking forward to
sampling, instead we got no wine waiter resulting in Kerrie and I hoisting up our ball
gowns and running round the tables trying to give out the wine, guests giving out the
meals and others having to collect them from the now totally chaotic kitchen and
friends of ours running us down for wasting their money (the meal I hasten to add
being only part of the price and not the full ticket amount as quoted by some!). We
too had paid for what we thought would be a trouble free, relaxing evening after all
our hard work at the club in 2007 but it wasn’t to be. No one could have felt more
disappointed than us after all our efforts to bring you a good night, our only
consolation was that the Blue Meanies entertained us fantastically as ever and fitted
in around the mayhem without any fuss like the true professionals that they are and
we have come to expect.
I would like to say Thank you to the
other guests on our table who had
to put up with being disturbed every
5 minutes whilst Kerrie and I sorted
things out, not least my husband
Terry who had expected to actually
get to see me after all the nights I’d
spent sorting. Instead he became
caught up in the cross fire and acted
as chief negotiator to getting the
band organised.
I would also like to thank the people
who I had arranged to help during
the night and who DID turn up, not
expecting to do double the work - Louis and Stuart behind the bar, Debbie and Beth
who suddenly became waitresses/ hostesses / wine experts and such like. Louis for
helping me tidy up till 6.30am the next morning ready for the bazaar, and to our two
wonderful waitresses Chloe and Amy who, whilst only being 16 showed true determination and grit not to let the angry hoards or colourful language aimed at them deter
them from the job I had asked them to do. I think they showed sheer professionalism
beyond their years and I was extremely proud of them. Well done girls !!
I would also like to thank the photographer and Ray for capturing the evening for
posterity. Ray’s album (extract above) can be found on our web site:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk and the photos from Clarke can be found
at www.dephoto.co.uk. Thank you Melvin for taking charge of the raffle and doing
such a fine job, our penguin kidnapper for returning Drogba - (because penguins dive
too !!) although anonymously, safe and well 3 weeks later, Banbury marquee hire for
all their help in the dreadful weather conditions. To who ever had a go at Kerrie and
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ruined her night after all her hard work helping me - oh yes!! and the bright spark
who sent me the wonderful post card saying and I quote “ the ball was crap give us
a refund” for really making my week (they had even taken the trouble to put a stamp
on it and posted it to my home address. It arrived on the Thursday).
On a better note : Thank you to Dave Cooper (guitar and case), Carol Cooke (port),
Sam (at castle flowers) for their kind donations of raffle prizes, Paul Souch and Terry
Warner for transporting the stage for us. To Colin our wonderful treasurer who
supported me throughout. To Kerrie for all her help, our girls Bronte and Chelsea for
helping set up on the day, Sacha for looking after Zach all day, Zach for behaving and
letting her !!
And finally and most importantly to all the WONDERFUL, UNDERSTANDING,
LOVELY people who did realise there wasn’t anything more Kerrie and I could have
done and have thanked us, sent us cards and have assured us that they will support
the clubs events in future and accepted that although a pain in the derriere, these
things can happen. Because of these kind of people and all the people who carried on
regardless on the night, I did speak to the caterer the next day. He was extremely
sorry and as a result AND being big enough to admit he made mistakes, a copy of
what he has sent me and we’ve agreed is below. John hopes that this will somehow
rectify the evening's misfortunes and that you will join us at this special event
courtesy of him (invites via heads of tables) in the spring.
Here’s to 2008! And hoping you can attend. Yours sincerely and undeterred!
Colette (club social / secretary)

Hook Norton sports and social club
To whom it may concern
I cannot apologise enough for our catering on Saturday after the great effort by
Colette and Kerrie to produce such a grand effort .
I still cannot really understand how things went so slowly as we have done four
similar events of this size this year without a problem. My thinking is some
small problems on the evening spiralled and the more we tried to correct things
the more difficult it became. I had set out to give you a great meal and give
your fund raising a boost.
If only It was possible to rewind to Friday and start again I would, but as this is
not possible we must look to the future and hopefully amend the situation.
This I propose will happen in the form of :
*
*
*
*

A donation of £400 to club funds
Payment for band to play at future event (up to £600 booking fee)
A pig roast for 200 people at the above event on a mutually agreed date
A donation of a turkey to your Christmas raffle

I hope that you can accept this as my apology and that you will continue to
support Colette and Kerrie in their great enthusiasm for your sports and social
club.

JOHN KENCH
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N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
Due to the expansion of Banbury plant hire we are now
able to offer customers, new and old the facility of:

SKIP HIRE
& SKIP BAGS
YOU BAG IT WE BIN IT!!
SKIP THE REST & SKIP WITH THE BEST!!

N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skip loaders – Full Range of diggers from half ton
upto 20 ton – Sit on Rollers – Dumpers – Mixers – Wacker
plates – Full range of aggregates – Concrete blocks – Bricks
– Sand – cement – Shingles for driveways and gardens –
Top soil – Mulch – Woodchips

Phone: 01608 730215 Fax: 01608 730125
e mail: jackiewise@btconnect.com
FERRIS HILL FARM, SIBFORD ROAD
HOOK NORTON, OXON OX15 5JY
WEBSITE: nlmatthews.co.uk
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NEWS FROM HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
The Future
The club is working hard to complete the necessary step to be
awarded the Lawn Tennis Association’s ‘Clubmark’. This will be
a big achievement for the club as we will be one of the first clubs
in Oxfordshire to get it.
Achieving Tennis Clubmark means the LTA endorses and
supports the tennis programmes delivered on court and the
policies and procedures we have in place off court.
Junior coaching
The coaching programme began again on Monday 21st January; days and times for
sessions remain the same. Mini tennis red and orange sessions continue indoors at
Hook Norton Primary School and the Village Hall and the mini tennis green and junior
sessions at the tennis club. Please contact Marc Gilkes by telephone on 01295
265085 or email marcgilkes@fsmail.net for further details. The mini tennis red and
orange players have been successfully competing against other clubs in events held
at Hook Norton and Woodstock between November and January.
We have entered Boys and Girls 14&U teams into the Oxfordshire Junior Club League
during the winter and will be entering into the National Junior Club League and the
Road to Wimbledon in the summer.
Adult Coaching:
The ladies coaching sessions re-started on Tuesday 22nd January from 10.00am11.30 am; the cost per session
is £7.50. Please contact Marc if
you would like to attend.
Matches
As at mid December, the floodlit
B team is top of division 2 and
the floodlit D team is 2nd in
Division 4. The floodlit A team
is in the middle of Division 1 and
the floodlit C team is in the
middle of division 3.
The weekend team matches are
under way, but it is too soon to
report on them at the moment.

Tennis Club t-shirts
These are now on sale. Please contact Rai Wahlen to buy one. There are also
cotton polo shirts available in blue or white. Contact:
(raimund.wahlen@rwconsulting.org.uk)
Mulled wine and mince pies evening
This took place in December on a Tuesday club night. Over 25 people attended on a
cold evening and it was a very enjoyable event. Thanks to Richard Blencowe for
organising it.
Tennis Club AGM
This will take place in the Sports & Social Club on Thursday 6th March at 8 pm. All
welcome.
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COTSWOLD
CARRIERS
Moving people with care

REMOVALS
STORAGE
SHIPPING
Warehouse No.2, The Walk,
Hook Norton Road, Chipping Norton
Oxon. OX7 STG
Tel 01608 730500 Fax 01608 730600
Website: www.cotswoldcarriers.co.uk
Email: bill@cotswold-carriers.com
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HOOK NORTON (SENIOR SECTION) FOOTBALL CLUB
As I look out of the window and, more significantly, at our football pitch, it would not
surprise me in the slightest if an unknowing observer took the view that we are in the
business of playing water polo, rather than soccer! Yes, you could say that we are
definitely suffering as a result of the current atrocious and prolonged winter weather,
especially excessive rainfall, which has led to First Team league matches, scheduled
to be played at The Bourne on consecutive Saturdays, having to be called off because
the pitch was unplayable on both occasions. Whilst the next First Team league match
is now a week away on 19th January when we are due to face table-topping
Almondsbury Town, we are nevertheless scheduled to play Easington Sports in the
Third Round of the Oxfordshire Senior Cup at The Bourne on the Tuesday evening
beforehand. This tie promises to be a mouth-waterer for a number of reasons but,
with even more adverse weather forecast, there has to be a considerable doubt at
this stage whether our pitch will be fit for that evening. By the time you read our next
Newsletter article, you will, of course, know the outcome.
The extra focus that recent inclement weather has placed on our pitch has served only
to emphasise the immense importance that our groundsman is to the whole operation.
We can easily forget the level of importance that the groundsman, in our case Billy
Green, has on the success or otherwise, not only of staging matches but also in
producing conditions that are, hopefully, conducive to good football being played. So,
it is against this background that I should mention that, for the time being, we are
without the services of Billy, following his sudden and unfortunate illness that began
on Christmas Eve.
Fortunately, Billy is now recovering well but, having regard to the nature of his illness,
he is under doctor’s orders to refrain from work for a while. In his absence, those of
us who are able are having to roll up our sleeves and do the best that we can,
although we are fortunate in having the help and guidance of Steve Belcher from the
Cricket Club, to whom we are most grateful.
Not least because of recent postponements, the First Team still has just under half
the season left, with the majority of matches outstanding to be played at The Bourne.
Currently, the team remains handily placed in the middle reaches of the table whilst
the Second Team is beginning to make a steady climb from the lower part of Division
2 (West). In relation to the Second Team, it would be remiss of me if I did not make
mention of the enthusiasm and efforts made by its Manager, Marcus Carberry and his
Assistant, Tony Luckett. Apart from their work with the team itself, these two, both
of whom live at Brackley, have never been backward in coming forward when
voluntary work has been required at the Sports and Social Club to which we are
affiliated. Whilst Marcus has carried out repairs to floor covering, Tony came over to
Hooky especially to repair a serious leak in our central heating system. Thanks,
chaps; its is all appreciated so much.
That’s it for now; by the time I submit my next article, Spring will be just around the
corner and the cricketers will be starting to put linseed oil on their bats. How time
flies!
Geoff ‘Jesse’ James

FOSTER CARERS NEEDED
Local independent fostering agency, familyplacement.com, is recruiting foster carers for
children in or near to their home area and by encouraging people to consider fostering
as an alternative to work outside of the home. As agency director, Andy Clipson says,
”Our foster carers are paid a professional fee in addition to a child maintenance
allowance. This allows some people to give up work to start a new career in fostering.
Proper rewards do not stop foster carers from loving the kids”. If you think you might
be able to help. Please call 01993 201514 or email: info@familyplacement.com
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CALENDAR
FEBRUARY
1

7.30pm

2

7 pm
for 8pm

7
8
9
9

6–8pm
9–12am
7:30pm

9

7pm

10 10am
12 8pm
12 7:30pm
13 7.45pm
14
14 11.00am
14 7:30 pm

Family Bingo - Sports &
Social Club
Hook Norton Film Society
'After the Wedding'
Green Bin week
Youth Club
Village Market
Art Society Quiz – Visitors
Centre
Musical & other
entertainment (free) Baptist Church
Service of Dedication - St
Peter’s Church
Action on Climate Change
meeting – School Hall
Local History Group
Church Lent Meeting –
School Hall
Blue Box / Brown Bin week
Wheelers and Squealers
Parish Council Meeting

14 8pm

Sing to the Lord – St Peter’s
Church
15 7.30pm Family Bingo - Sports &
Social Club
16 8pm
Motown Night at Sports &
Social Club
18
Primary School closed
–22
– February Holiday
19 2.00 pm WI Meeting - 'My
Embroidery Collection' Baptist Hall
20 7.30pm Garden Club – ‘Trees for the
small garden’
21
Green Bin week
21 10:30 am Carry on Learning
22 6 – 8pm Youth Club Pancake Night Sports & Social Club
23 7 pm
Hook Norton Film Society
for 8pm 'Red Road'
28
Blue Box / Brown Bin week
29 7.30pm Family Bingo - Sports &
Social Club

Green Bin week
Tennis Club AGM - Sports &
Social Club
Youth Club - Sports & Social
Club
Village Market
Hook Norton Film Society
'The Death of Mr Lazarescu'
Green Bin week
Local History Group
Blue Box / Brown Bin week
Wheelers and Squealers
Parish Council Meeting
Sing to the Lord – St Peter’s
Church
Family Bingo - Sports &
Social Club
Hook Norton Village
Newsletter Copy Date
Sports & Social St Patrick’s
Family Night
JAM Club Service – Baptist
Church

18 2.00pm

MARCH
6
6

8pm

7

6–8pm

8
8

9–12am
7 pm
for 8pm

10
11
13
13
13
13

7:30 pm
11.00am
7.30pm
8pm

14 7.30pm
15
15 Evening
16 10.30am

19 7.30pm
20
21
21
21
23
23
23

10.00am
7.30pm
9.00am
10.30am

24
27 10:30am
28 Evening
28
29 7 pm
for 8pm

WI Meeting & AGM - Baptist
Hall
Garden Club - ‘Growing your
own vegetables’
Green Bin week
Bank Holiday - Good Friday
Baptist Church Service
Sports & Social Easter Bingo
Easter Sunday
Baptist Church Breakfast
Baptist Church Family
Service
Bank Holiday - Easter
Monday
Carry on Learning
Spring Gig Night (free) –
The Sun Inn
Blue Box / Brown Bin week –
FRIDAY COLLECTION
Hook Norton Film Society
'The Passion of Joan of Arc'

Find a copy of the Newsletter and a rolling twelve month village diary at
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Printed by KMS Litho, Hook Norton. 01608 737640

