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N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
Due to the expansion of Banbury plant hire we are now
able to offer customers, new and old the facility of:

SKIP HIRE
& SKIP BAGS
YOU BAG IT WE BIN IT!!
SKIP THE REST & SKIP WITH THE BEST!!

N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skip loaders – Full Range of diggers from half ton
upto 20 ton – Sit on Rollers – Dumpers – Mixers – Wacker
plates – Full range of aggregates – Concrete blocks – Bricks
– Sand – cement – Shingles for driveways and gardens –
Top soil – Mulch – Woodchips

Phone: 01608 730215 Fax: 01608 730125
e mail: jackiewise@btconnect.com
FERRIS HILL FARM, SIBFORD ROAD
HOOK NORTON, OXON OX15 5JY
WEBSITE: nlmatthews.co.uk
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FROM THE EDITORS
This month, the Newsletter
contained £46.05 – thank you.

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Box

Sadly we report the deaths of Julian
Bolton, Kitty Conrad, Patrick Cooke,
John David Macfarlane and Joan
Stirling. On behalf of the village send
our condolences to their families and
friends.

Advertising:
Distribution:
Proof Reading:
IT/Web Support:
Treasurer:
Directory:

Andy Horne 730604
hookynews@totalise.co.uk

Andy Horne
Malcolm Black
Pam Horne
Martin Baxter
Kevin Hope
Diana Barber

730604
730668

737428

Helen Foster 737391
helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

The views expressed in the Newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team
http://www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk/
RATES – CHEQUES PAYABLE TO ‘HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER’
Text and advertising copy deadline

THURSDAY, 15th JANUARY 2009

Text for Village activities

Free (a small donation is welcome)

Inserts for Village Activities

On request from Andy Horne

Commercial Advertising
Commercial Inserts

£24 per page and pro rata per issue
£20 per issue

Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to;
Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

CALLING ALL DOG & CAT LOVERS
One of the local veterinary surgeries is collecting items for homeless dogs and cats.
If you have any of the following to spare, they would be very gratefully received.
Every few weeks the donations are distributed to the most needy animal shelters
around the country.
Old Dog Leads – Collars – Blankets – Towels – Beds – Dog Coats - Scratching
Posts – Spare Food – Chews –
Brushes – Combs – Shampoo –
Toothpaste – In date Wormer / Flea
Treatments – toys etc..
Anything you think would make an
unwanted dog's / cat's life a little
happier. Anything not suitable will be
divided between the RSPCA and PDSA
Charity shops in Banbury.
Please spare a few minutes to search for
any unwanted items mentioned above.
If you care to give me a call, I will be
happy to deliver them.
Many thanks –
Hilary Wiseman 01608 730090
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Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly cooked fish and chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4.30 – 8.45pm
Also available for any outside events, private parties, etc.
Tel: 01295 812 811
0779 459849
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BEER FESTIVAL DONATIONS EVENING
The 2008 Beer Festival donations evening was held at the Brewery
Visitor Centre on 24th October. Thanks once again to James and
Paula Clarke for their generous hospitality.
This year we were delighted to give away a record total of £16,600,
distributed as follows:

Leukaemia Research
Rays of Sunshine
Oxford Cancer Centre
Katharine House Hospice
Helen & Douglas House
Mess Tent for local youth organisations
Penhurst School, Chipping Norton
Fire Services Benevolent Fund
Lee Stratford Community Trust
Chipping Norton Maternity Unit
Hook Norton School (for new notice board)
Great Rollright School
Hook Norton Rainbows

8000
2000
1000
1000
1500
600
500
500
500
300
300
300
100

Most of these charities will be familiar to you but there are two that you may not have
heard of:
The Oxford Cancer Centre will provide purpose built radiotherapy and radio
diagnostic facilities, together with wards, out-patient facilities, additional operating
theatres and accommodation for staff based at the Churchill Hospital.
Rays of Sunshine Children's Charity exists to grant the wishes of children who are
living with serious or life-threatening illnesses between the ages of 3-18. We have
asked for our donation to be used for a local child and it is likely to be spent on a
wish that has recently been referred from the John Radcliffe Hospital. We shall
include an article on this in a future newsletter.
Thanks again to all those who helped with the festival and to everyone who supported
it by drinking so generously!
The 2009 Beer Festival will be on Saturday 18th July. Over the last few years it has
become apparent that the site at the Pear Tree has its limitations both as to size and
location. Sadly we are experiencing increasing problems from groups of (mostly
local) youths whose language and behaviour is spoiling the day for the majority of
festival-goers. The lack of respect for local residents, broken glass and damage to
property have reached a level where they can no longer be ignored.
As a consequence we have made the decision to relocate the Festival to the old Rural
Fayre field, which will afford us the opportunity to expand the Festival, provide more
room, and control effectively those who participate in it.
We hope that you will support us in this move and we look forward to seeing you at
next year’s festival.
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Held on the second
Saturday
from 9-12 midday.
A variety of stalls including
bric-a-brac, collectables,
cakes, plants, cards,
jewellery, and much more.
Lots of bargains!
To hire a table
(£3.00 / £6.00),
ring Julie Tobin on 737952
The market will be held in
the Memorial Hall

Estate Agents and Surveyors

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!
Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111
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HOOK NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH
'EID? It is like your Christmas' said a Muslim friend when
asked how it is celebrated. 'HANAKA is the Jewish equivalent
to Christmas' said a radio announcer, who should have
known better. 'DIWALI is the Indian Festival of Lights' said
the man from India, 'it is like your Christmas.'
Three announcements by three different people about three
different religious festivals, all pertaining to be like our Christmas. But were they right?
Well, if Christmas were only a time for giving gifts, eating festive food and putting up
pretty lights then, yes, each festival has similarities. Sadly, for many in this country
today, that is all it is, but if Jesus had never been born, there would be no Christmas.
Oh, there might be some sort of mid winter festival like the pre Christian Yuletide, but
it would not be CHRISTmas. Jesus makes the difference between a meaningless
celebration of feasting and partying, and the commemoration of an event which has
life changing and world changing possibilities. Jesus is the difference, and those who
know and accept Him can testify to the difference He makes in their lives.
So, no – Christmas is not like Eid, Hanaka or Diwali. It is unique. It marks the most
stupendous event of history ever recorded; when God became man and allowed
Himself to be born as a baby in a stable in Bethlehem.
Then, as now, not everyone was ready to receive Him, but (the Bible says) '..as many
as received Him, to them He gave power to become the children of God'. That is the
message the churches want to declare to all.
Christmas, when celebrated for the right reasons is unique because Jesus is unique.
It isn't like anything else and the gift of life that He brings is the best gift of all.
Join us at our services;
Sunday December 21st – Carol Service at 10.30am
Wednesday December 24th – Midnight Communion Service at 11.15pm
Christmas Day December 25th – Family Service at 10.00am
Forthcoming 'Just Desserts' events – all beginning at 7.30pm
January 10th – Another family film of the Narnia series
February 21st – Quiz Night
March 28th – Music Night
2009 Holiday Club dates: August 3rd - 6th
Dorothy Smith 737266; Rev. John Taylor, Church office 737315

HOOK NORTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
would like to invite the senior members of the community
to watch our Key Stage One Christmas Nativity ‘Born in a
Barn’ on Tuesday 9th December, to be followed by
afternoon tea. Please attend the Study Centre at 1.15pm
for sherry prior to the performance.
(It would be useful to have an idea of
numbers, please telephone the school
office on 01608 737379 to let us know you
are coming.)
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Paintings, prints, 3 D objects, certificates photos,
tapestries. Choose all your frames in the comfort of
your home. Phone for a free visit.

Hook Norton (01608)-730 306

Academy Framing

Full range of
Hook Norton Ales
Traditional home cooked food
The Pear Tree Inn
Tel: 01608 737482

Bed and Breakfast
Quiz night - Sundays
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
On Thursday 6th November, my mother and I were
invited to St James' Palace for me to receive my gold
Duke of Edinburgh Award. I was only allowed one spare
ticket to get into the palace, so mum and I went in. The
Palace is lovely, very red and gold and is not open to the
general public usually. We had the presentation in the
Picture Gallery Room, with 99 other young people being
presented with their award in the morning as well as all
their guests. Throughout the palace there were another
three rooms that were presenting 100 young people
with their awards too. We were all given times that we
had to be in the room by and as we walked through the
palace we listened to lovely orchestral music. Once we
were in the room, we were given a talk as to what would
be happening later and then we had to practice standing
up in our groups ready for the Earl of Wessex to come
in. Our celebrities for the morning, were Jo and Rob
Ghandi, who hold the record for climbing the 7 summits of the world and also skiing
to the north and south pole. I was totally inspired with what Jo said to us about
gaining the award and am hoping that I shall get her book "Holding On" for Christmas!
The Earl of Wessex came into the room where we were standing and talked to each
group individually asking them
what they had done to gain the
award. It was all very interesting
hearing what everyone had done
to get their award. For my gold, I
had been to Exmoor and the Lake
District on my expedition, World
Scout
Jamboree
for
my
residential, learnt to drive for my
skill, continued with my canoeing
for my fitness and become a
for LOCAL ORGANIC
brownie leader for my service. I
VEG
FRUIT SALADS MEAT
hope to be able to help out at a
MILK CREAM BREAD CAKES
local brownie unit at Bognor
Regis, where I am now studying
EGGS WINE BEER CIDER
at University. After the Earl of
WHOLEFOODS
Wessex had left the room, then
Jo presented us all with our
Free delivery to your door
certificates and we had group
photographs taken. The whole
day was very exciting and I am
Box scheme & online ordering
very proud to have received my
Veggie-boxes can be tailor-made
gold Duke of Edinburgh Award. I
to suit your requirements
would encourage all young
people to have a go at the award
Tel 01608 642973
as it helps you so much with your
personal skills and gives you so
much confidence and is also a
www.chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
great thing to achieve in life.
sales@chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
Katie Wood - Age 19

CHIPPING
NORTON
ORGANICS
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Reflexology
Could be the answer to a stress-free Christmas
A non-invasive therapy, deeply relaxing and restoring
A great way to reduce stress and tension
Give yourself or a friend a gift – vouchers are available
Wishing you a happy, stress-free Christmas
And a healthy New Year

Angela Way
M.A.R., A.R.T.(Reg), Ad.V.R.T.(Reg), M.I.C.R.

Reiki Master Registered Practitioner
For more information ring:
(Hook Norton) 01608 730245
SHOWROOM / WORKSHOP
Specialists In Antique &
Modern
Re-Upholstery
Quality Hand-Made Curtains
Pelmets & Blinds
Tailor-Made Loose Covers
Designer Fabrics
Wallpapers & Paints
VISIT OUR CRAFTSMEN AT
WORK
Buckingham Road
Industrial Estate
8d Boundary Road
Brackley NN13 7ES
01280 704437
Free Estimates & Design
Service
Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm Saturday 9am to lpm
10

www.gmlawrencefurnishings.co.uk

Katharine House Hospice
Bag Pack Volunteers Needed!
Wednesday 17th December, Sainsbury’s Banbury
Do you have 1½ hours to spare to help with our Bag Pack
Day? We have slots starting from 9.30am and would love to
hear from anyone who might like to join our friendly team of
volunteers on the day. If you don’t want to come on your
own, why not get a friend to join you? Last year’s Bag Pack
raised almost £900, with shoppers delighted by the helpful
service offered. Please call Sarah in the Fundraising Office for more information or to
volunteer, on (01295) 812161. A small amount of your time makes a great difference!
Christmas Gift Card Scheme
Stuck for ideas for a Christmas present? Why not send a personalised hospice gift
card? Here’s how it works… Instead of buying a gift, you make a donation to
Katharine House and we produce a personalised printed greetings card for you to send
to your relative/friend with details of your gift. On the back is a list showing examples
of how your donation benefits the hospice. For example, it costs £20 for a patient and
friend to attend our Christmas party and concert. Interested? Contact Sue or Sarah
in Fundraising on (01295) 812161 or download a form from our website.
Hospice Lottery Gift Membership
We have a popular solution for the person who has everything! Why not buy your
friend or relative 20 weeks membership in our popular lottery? This is how it works.
For £1 per week, our lottery offers the chance to win £1,000 every Friday! You decide
on how many weeks you wish to take up and upon receipt of your payment, we send
you an attractive card for you to pass on with all the relevant details. You can choose
the number of weeks from 10 upwards. One generous Banbury lady buys all her five
adult grandchildren a year’s worth and several of them have received a small win but
none has claimed the £1,000 – yet! Telephone Sheila in Fundraising on (01295)
812161 for further details.
Thank you for your support.
Sarah Bidwell

The Warriner Choral Society
shall unlock for you

“A BOX OF DELIGHTS!”
The Christmas Concert

,
returns to St Mary’s Church, Bloxham, on Saturday 13th December at 7.30pm.
As always - seasonal snacks and drinks during the evening
Tickets (£8 and concessions) are available from Bloxham Post Office,
One Man Band Banbury, Hamptons International Deddington,
Jenny on 01295 721224, or on the door.
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HOOKY PET AND HOME CARE
Pets fed and fussed whilst owners away
Pet and house sitting service

Please call Hilary Wiseman
01608 730090

BED & BREAKFAST
Buttslade House Cottage (Sibford Gower) offers
comfortable accommodation with en suite bathroom
overlooking a tranquil English country garden.
Contact Diana Thompson (01295)788818
or janthompson50@hotmail.com
www. buttsladehouse.co. uk
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NEVER PUT THE WRONG BIN OUT AGAIN
(www.hook-norton.org.uk)
The fact that the village has had its own website for many, many years may have
passed some of you by, and amazing web sites like www.hnpc.org.uk may not even
be on your favourites list*.
Over the years there have been attempts to make our internet access better remember the Community Broadband Project, and to make our web presence more
interesting, like the forum site, and there are Facebook groups, Flickr groups and all
sorts of web sites for various groups and societies, but now you have one site that
will, we hope, become your front page and your link into everything that is going on
in and around Hooky. One place to search through years of Parish Council minutes for
information on dog toilets or the newsletter for mentions of old uncle Albert. Need
the phone number for a sculptor in a hurry, and this is where you will look.
It's YOUR website, for YOU to put on information about what YOU do - groups,
societies and individuals can submit content, and if you are doing so regularly, you
can get your own login, so you can simply put your stuff on there as and when its
ready. All the details are there, on www.hook-norton.org.uk - just follow the link to
"contact us". It will be as good and as interesting as you make it. If you want the
world or just your neighbours to know what you are doing, want to do, want to sell
and want to know, this is where you go.
Sponsored by the Parish Council
the web site will be the permanent
identity of the village and our
showcase to the world - just Google
Hook Norton, and we're right there
with the Brewery for everyone to
see... click on the link, and you will
see our wonderful new home page.
From there you will access the web
version of the newsletter, Parish
Council minutes, events, local
attractions, local history and
much more will be added in the
coming months - some of it by you?
And the best bit of all, is there, on
the right hand side, just under the
picture in glorious colour - this
weeks bin...
So, you will never put the wrong
bin out again.
*(www.hnpc.org.uk is the Parish
Council, in case you didn't know)
Jem Hayward
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Swalcliffe Park Equestrian
Livery Yard & Cross Country
Swalcliffe Grange Banbury Oxon OXI5 5EX
(formally Grange Farm Stables)

Full Livery

Cross Country Course

in small exclusive yard
set in quiet rural surroundings
Floodlit school.

with training fields
Jumps 2'3"-3'6"
2 water complex
Available for Hire
Contact 01295 780206
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488 BUS SERVICE
Parishioners are reminded that Hook Norton is fortunate in
having quite a good bus service but this will only continue if we
make use of it. Buses leave the village for Banbury at the
following times [from the church]:
7.23
7.48
9.23
10.23 11.23
12.23 13.23 14.23 16.38
17.28 18.28
[those in bold italics are Monday – Friday only] while on Saturdays there are
additional services at 15.23 and 16.23. From Banbury there are intercity train
services to London and many other mainline stations in the UK and also connecting
bus services.
Buses also leave the village for Chipping Norton at the following times:
9.42
10.33 11.33 12.33 13.42 14.33 16.07 16.38 17.38

18.42

The 16.07 service above only operates Monday – Friday but there are additional
services at 8.33 and 15.42 on Saturdays
Arrival times in Chipping Norton are particularly good for interconnecting buses to
Kingham Railway Station, Charlbury, Witney and Oxford and there is also a direct bus
service to Oxford, the return fare being £5.
With petrol and diesel prices in a state of flux, and with everyone being encouraged
to leave the car at home, perhaps it’s worth considering the bus from time to time!
Further information can be obtained by telephone:
Travel line:
Local Bus Services:
Train information:

0871 200 22 33
01865 77 22 50
08457 48 49 50
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PAINTING AND DECORATING

Specialist in: Wallpapering, Decorative Effects, Spraying, Tiling,
Coving, Glazing, all Interior/Exterior Painting.
References and portfolio available.
Competitive Prices.

Tel: 01295 721206. Mobile: 07790 394625

Faulkner Associates
Chartered Accountants
Do you need assistance with Sage or other accounting packages?
Are bookkeeping and payroll duties interfering with the running of
your business?
Do you want to start up your own company?
Please contact Sakine Faulkner BSc ACA for all your accounting needs.
Tel: 01608 730 194 Mob: 07947 630 505
email: sakine@faulknerassoc.co.uk
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL
Ho ho ho! from the Friends of Hook Norton School. Yes, we hope
you have your sleighs revved up for our Christmas Fayre, 5 to
7pm, December 5, an event that draws folk from as far as
Lapland in search of Christmas ideas. As ever, there will be lots
of different stalls, refreshments, a visit from Santa plus a grand
raffle with First Prize of a Nintendo Wii (beat that Rudolph!).
Looking forward to 2009, we're starting off with another Casino
Event on Saturday 24 January in the school hall. Don’t miss it.
Last time it left participants not only shaken but stirred. Tickets
will be available when we return to school in January.
Soon after, there’s the Frog Racing event on March 7, which should put a little
spring into folk after the winter. More details to follow.
Finally, don’t forget that we are now collecting annual payments for the School Lottery
2009. Ten draws will take place through the year with a first prize of up to £100.
Remember that more members mean bigger the prizes! Interested? Then call our
organiser, Kim Harris, (01608 738156) for more details or contact the school office.
Thanks to everyone for their continued support! We depend on you.
Happy Christmas
The FOHNS Committee

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Many thanks to all who attended our Autumn Bill Clarke Concert the grand sum of £385.00 being raised - to be split between
St.Peters Church & Cancer Research.
We look forward to seeing you all on Saturday the 6th December
at our Christmas Carol Concert at St.Peter's - 7.30pm - again
admission is free with a retiring collection in aid of the Band.
As I write this our next engagement is at Blenheim Palace, Woodstock on the
15th November - playing Christmas music in the Library at the Palace ! !
May we wish you all a Happy Christmas & Happy New Year for 2009 - & hope
to see you at one of our engagements".

WANTED
Copy of
"The two foot
gauge rails
to the
ironstone."
Good price
paid - contact
Tom on
01608
737371
Thank you.

A. Sabin
Leys Farm, Hook Norton

Telephone 01295 788421
Mobile 0781 7709044
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ST. PETER'S CHURCH
As I write the news for this issue of the Village Newsletter, we are
preparing for a visit by the Rt. Rev'd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of
Dorchester. The Bishop will be preaching at the benefice Holy
Communion at St. Peter’s, on November 23rd, a service at which
the new chairs will be dedicated, and Mission 2010, mentioned in
the last newsletter, will be launched.
So, why a Mission now ? The sixteen years since John Acreman
took the reins as our Rector have seen Christian life within this
Benefice grow and blossom. In addition to our varied church
services, the village hosts Alpha courses, Fellowship Groups,
Bible Study courses, monthly prayer meetings and regular and
ad hoc social events, including the Font Cafe, which just goes
from strength to strength. Our younger members are catered
for by the Wheelers and Squealers toddler group, two Youth
Groups, a new Drop-in (see details of this new venture below!)
and the Jesus and Me (J.A.M.) after-school club and monthly
service (held jointly with Hook Norton Baptist church). We hope
our worship is imaginative and varied, offering something for everyone. Our 12strong Ministry Team believes the time is now right to prepare for a fortnight of
concentrated outreach to the people around us who are not yet part of the
worshipping Christian family. The two weeks of mission, scheduled for June 2010 and
titled 'Encouragement 2010', aims to reach out across the Benefice, and will be
shared with our partners in sister denominations. We are deeply aware that, to have
any lasting effect, this must be God's Mission, focussed on the unique Saviour, Jesus
Christ, and led by his Holy Spirit. Preparations will involve a major undertaking, so
please pray for God’s guidance and blessing over the coming months.
Other news ? Well, Chris and Laura Cooke, who run the two Youth Groups, have
started ‘The Drop’, a new opportunity for our youth to meet on an informal basis.
Open to everyone of secondary school-age or above, The Drop is held at the Norman
Matthews Memorial Hall (next to the library), every Tuesday and Wednesday, from 5
pm to 6 pm. With table-tennis, pool and video games set up, it’s an opportunity to
meet, chat and just ‘chill’. Do encourage your teenagers to come along! More details
from Chris, on 07739 31338.
A couple of messages of thanks ....
Many, many thanks to everyone who helped with and supported the
annual Craft Fair and Grand Draw at St. Peter’s, and a very special
thanks to Jan Hughes for the months of hard work organising, coordinating and directing the whole event yet again. This year’s Craft Fair
raised £5,100, a fantastic total that was boosted by some very generous
donations, including £750 from Barclays bank via their staff pound-forpound funding scheme.
A heartfelt thank you from the Youth Groups to Mick and everyone
at The Sun, for the use of their function room for our skittles evening,
and for the hot dogs and chips which they gave free of charge. We all
had a fantastic evening!
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And finally, with this issue coming out at the beginning of December, don’t forget to
put the Christmas services and concert dates in your diaries. By the time this
newsletter is published we will have already enjoyed a concert by the North
Cotswold Chamber Choir (November 29th), and our Advent breakfast and Holy
Communion (November 30th). There are many more opportunities in December to
celebrate and remember the birth of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, all those
years ago.
Diary Dates ...
Special services and other events:
Jesus and Me (JAM) Service: An all-age service tailored to our children, held
jointly with Hook Norton Baptist Church. Every third Sunday, alternating
between St. Peter’s (10 a.m.), and Hook Norton Baptist Church (10.30 a.m.)
Hook Norton Brass Band, Advent Carol Concert, Saturday December 6th
(See posters nearer the date).
Carols for Christmas, Sunday 21st December, 10 a.m.
Christmas Eve Holy Communion, Wednesday 24th December, 11.30 p.m.
Christmas Day birthday celebration, Friday 25th December, 10 a.m.
Benefice Morning Worship, Sunday 28th December, 10 a.m.
Regular Diary Dates:
Fairtrade stalls: Volunteers from St. Peter’s run a Traidcraft Fairtrade stall at
the monthly markets in Hook Norton and Swerford. The stall sells all manner of
Fairtrade foods and beverages, along with gifts and household items. Other
items, including Fairtrade wine, are available to order through the catalogue.
Please drop by and support us! And don’t forget, there is a Fairtrade stall
in church after the 10 a.m. service every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the
month.
Jesus and Me (JAM) club: Hook Norton Primary School study centre, every
Wednesday, 3.15-4.15 p.m. during term time, for keystage 1 and keystage 2
children (not nursery).
Wheelers and Squealers: Our regular get-togethers for the village tots, tinies
and their parents/carers. 11.00 a.m. at St. Peter’s, every second Thursday of
the month (see posters for confirmation).
Youth Groups: The Youth Groups meet once a month at the Norman Matthews
Memorial Hall. There are two groups. ‘Energize’ is the group for all secondary
school children, and next meets on December 15th, 7.30-9 pm.‘Outlook’ (next
meeting December 14th, 8-10 pm) is for young people in year ten and
onwards. For more details, Contact Chris & Laura Cooke, on 07739 313381, or
see the St. Peter’s website! www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk.
The Drop. At the Norman Matthews Memorial Hall, every Tuesday and
Wednesday, from 5pm till 6pm. Open to everyone in secondary school and
upwards!. Details from Chris Cooke, on 07739 313381.
Benefice Prayer meetings: Every third Wednesday of the month. See posters
in church porch for dates and venues.
Font Café: 10.00 a.m. ‘til 12.00 noon, every Tuesday and Saturday morning.
Fresh coffee, tea and biscuits, served free of charge. An opportunity to meet
with friends, relax and chat. Children and well-behaved dogs welcome!
Sophia Fox, Churchwarden. 730818; sophiafox1@aol.com;
www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk
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Structural & Civil Engineering Consultancy
Work undertaken in the following areas:
Refurbishment & conversions
Domestic new build & extensions
Commercial & Industrial buildings
Specialist areas of work:
Stonework
Oak framed structures
3D Engineering
Tel: 0845 241 4705
Mob: 07813 694 680

Email: sean@solid-structures.com
www.solid-structures.com

Solid Stuctures (UK) LTD, The Brewery, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon OX15 5NY

A.L SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton. OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112

MICHAEL HEMMINGS
Carpenter & Joiner

Tel: 01608 737069
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, DOORS,
WINDOWS, PURPOSE MADE JOINERY, HOME
IMPROVEMENTS, RESTORATION WORK.
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Hook Norton Slimming World Supporting Breakthrough Breast Cancer
CROCUS WALK
The second Crocus Walk was held on
Sunday 19th October at Leys Farm, with
the very kind permission Farm led by
Tony on a lovely autumn morning. Crocus
bulbs were planted along the way so we
can enjoy them at next years spring walk!
The walked started with coffee and
biscuits and finished with a BBQ and

campfire by the stream. All
walkers obtained sponsorship for
the walk and extra funds were
raised by petting a puppy at the
farm! The event raised an
amazing £907 which added to the
spring walk gives a fantastic total
of £2217 for Breakthrough Breast
Cancer. Sue and Rosie Sabin
were
invited
to
visit
the
laboratories in London where research into Breast Cancer takes place. “It was so great
to see where the money we raised was going to be used” said Sue, “It inspired me to
come straight back and plan the walks for 2009”.
he Hook Norton Crocus Walk started off as a fund raising event organised by Lucy who
runs the Slimming World Group in the village and Sue who is a member of the group.
Slimming World members and their partners, children and dogs were welcomed.
There will be an open evening at the Slimming World Group on Wednesday 17th
December. We have our group Christmas party and a food tasting! If anyone would
like to come along to find out
more please do! The group is
held every Weds in the School
Study Centre at 6.30pm.
Dates for next year are
confirmed as 8 March and 11
October and anyone from the
village wishing to take part can
get more details by calling
Lucy on 07971 573117 or Sue
on 07891 249526.
Organisers – Tony & Sue
Sabin, Jay & Lucy Brown,
Mary Palmer, Georgie
Sabin and Mark Palmer
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County Councillor Ray Jelf
Wishes all Hooky
residents
A Peaceful and Happy Christmas
and a Prosperous New Year

Plants
Why pay garden centre prices ?

We can supply direct from a
Wholesale nursery
Free delivery
We also supply a full design service
Garden Design Services 01608 730663
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REINDEER
According to the
Alaska Department of
Fish and Game, while
both male and female
reindeer grow antlers
in the summer each
year, male reindeer
drop their antlers at
the beginning of
winter, usually late
November to midDecember. Female
reindeer retain their
antlers 'til after they
give birth in the
spring. Therefore,
according to every
historical rendition
depicting Santa's
reindeer, every single
one of them, from
Rudolph to Blitzen,
had to be female.

Q What is Rudolph’s
favourite day of the
year?
A. Red Nose Day!
Q Why is Prancer
always wet?
A. Because (s)he’s
a rain-deer!

FRANCIS MORDAUNT

MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the Open College of Foot Health Professionals
Member of the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
To enquire about a home visit please telephone:

01295 730615
Professional Foot Care in Your Own Home

LOGS
TOP QUALITY, SPLIT, SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
BULK OR BAGS

DAVID RANDALL TREE WORK
01608 738109 / 07831 571176
MJB General Services Limited
Qualified Electrician Painting Decorating
Carpentry Brickwork Property Maintenance
No job too small All work considered
No obligation quotations Fully insured
2 Nil Farm Cottages, Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 730322 or 07711 669434
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THAMES VALLEY POLICE - Banbury Rural monthly update
PC Phil Morris has this month’s update:
During October the Banbury Rural Neighbourhood
team have been out meeting the public on an
anti-burglary initiative. Domestic burglary is the
number two priority for the rural neighbourhood
and PC Gerry Doyle and I have been conducting
high-visibility patrols in areas thought to be vulnerable to burglary. Crime Reduction
advice was given out at senior citizens groups at Deddington, Hook Norton and
Sibford Gower. We have also been going door-to-door in areas with a high population
of senior citizens. We are hoping the work has paid dividends as in October only one
domestic burglary has occurred in our neighbourhood area.
The Banbury Rural Neighbourhood Action Group has secured a new ‘Ultra-Lite’ Speed
Indication Device (SID) for speed enforcement on the area, with Speeding being the
number one priority. This is a very positive step forward in tackling the issue.
PC Doyle and I patrolled the villages on Halloween night. There were very few
problems on the area on that particular evening with only one call regarding youths
causing a problem in Adderbury. It was a good job it was quiet as our shift patterns
had us back on duty at 8am the following morning!
The Rural Neighbourhood Team has been out on the area at the same time as a local
hunt and ensured that no problems arose while the trail hunt was in progress.
There have been problems reported in Adderbury with regards to local youths causing
problems. The team is working with Cherwell District Council to combat the problems
and several youths have had their details taken during our routine patrols and
measures are in progress to combat anti-social behaviour.
An arrest has been made in relation to an assault in Bodicote on 10 October involving
several youths. Investigations are still on going.
The Police surgeries are now up and running with PCSOs Nikki Dale, Lana Smith and
Kevin Lewis hosting meetings at pre-arranged times and places for members of the
community to attend and express any views or discuss any issues that you feel
relevant. The venues are:
Bodicote Church Hall; 5-6pm, fourth Wednesday of each month
Cropredy Church Rooms; 5-7pm, first Wednesday of each month
Deddington Police Office; 5-7pm, second Wednesday of each month
Hook Norton Memorial Hall; 6.30-7.30pm, fourth Wednesday of each month
Wroxton Village Hall; 5-6pm, third Wednesday of each month
We are always trying to find new and better ways to communicate with people who
live and work in our area. If you are involved in putting together a parish magazine,
residents’ association newsletter, website or other
community publication, please send your details to the
neighbourhood
administrator,
Toni
Tochel,
at
toni.tochel@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk and she can email
you copies of our press releases and other information
relevant to your area.
If you wish to contact us about any of the above issues or
if there is anything that is concerning you about policing in
our area, please contact us on 0845 8 505 505 or at
banburyruralneighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
AUTUMN LEAVES
It is perhaps a little late in the year but may we remind parishioners that Cherwell
District Council do try to keep busy paths clear of fallen leaves. However if residents
do notice a particular problem they should report the matter to CDC on 01295 221940.
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK
As parishioners will be aware Cherwell District Council has recently issued its Options
for Growth – Core Strategy Document. Hook Norton remains classified as a Type A
village which means that it has the potential for a significant number of new houses
to be built over the next eighteen years. The Parish Council believes the criteria
behind this Plan is flawed and has responded as follows:
“The Cherwell Local Development Framework project is considering plans which
could see Hook Norton forced to take 100/200 new homes. We believe the plan is
flawed and wholeheartedly request that any such development is withdrawn.
The concept of “sustainability” is abstract and not based on local conditions. Smaller
villages which are crying out for new homes, precisely because they need more
people to maintain and attract services, are denied and left to die; in contrast large
villages are being forced to grow larger, losing their rural character and becoming
commuter towns.
Hook Norton is already a large village which has seen substantial new development
over the past two decades which has already put it at, or beyond, its maximum
capacity. Further development would not only destroy its rural character, highly
valued by the recent local appraisal, and take the village to a level where it would
become unsustainable.
As already advised in the case of Hook Norton the following factors need to be taken
into account:
an already over-subscribed primary school
an already congested and historically valuable [see CDC local appraisal]
village centre with narrow unalterable bottlenecks
the presence of a major dairy farm with consequent areas ineligible for
development
a relatively isolated position with poor road connections
an unreliable electricity supply
no mains gas
poor television and mobile phone reception [due to local landscape features]
high radon emissions
low water pressure
All of these suggest it is not a Type A village even if we agreed with the classification
criteria.
As such we reject the Core Strategy Development Plan document and will take all
means possible to secure the non-implementation of any proposals for significant
development in Hook Norton.”

The Orchard Road Marie Curie Cancer Care
collection in September raised £70. Many
thanks to all who gave to this worthwhile cause.
C S Smith
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MUSEUM AND ARCHIVE
Twenty-eight youngsters from Year 4 of our local school visited the Museum on
Armistice Day, 11th November. They shared the war time memories of the
Curators and Archivist and revealed how much they already knew about those
times.
Then the air raid siren sounded and they had a ‘mock’ air raid practice trooping
off in silence to the ‘shelter’ in the basement.
Just before 11 o’clock they gathered round the television to watch the service at
the Cenotaph and at 11 o’clock they stood in silence in memory of those killed
in war.
Before they left they watched a dramatic re-enactment of the ‘evacuees’ episode
from Passion For the Countryside (the story of the railway) filmed in 1995 when
community theatre came to the village.
We at the Museum were most impressed by the behaviour of Year 4 and would
like to congratulate them on their visit.
The Curators and Archivist

BANBURY
CHRISTMAS
PARK & RIDE
Stagecoach
will
providing
this
years
annual Park and Ride
service from Bodicote
House into Banbury on
6th, 13th and 20th
December 2008
in
partnership
with
Cherwell
District
Council, who will be
providing free parking in
the Bodicote House car
park.
The
buses
will
be
provided as part of
Stagecoach's route B2
from the bus stop
outside the car park
entrance.
The service, which runs
every 30 minutes, drops
off and picks up from
Morrisons and stop 2 on
Bridge Street.
Special fares of £1
return for adults and 50p
return for children will
apply between 0800 and
1830.
Concessionary
pass holders will be able
to travel free of charge.
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LOW CARBON HOOK NORTON
The enthusiasm of the group to make a difference on climate change
seems to have been noticed by people far wider than the village. This
has provided all the residents of Hook Norton with a chance to be the
first in the country to access 2 new government funded schemes
through the Energy Saving Trust (EST) - you may well have seen their
advertising campaigns recently on the TV. If you want to see how you
can make annual savings of several hundred pounds per year, or access
a £4,000 grant and a £4,000 interest free loan, then read on!
Home Action Plan – savings on your annual energy bill
The first of these is the Home Action Plan a service where a trained energy assessor
comes into your home and provides very specific and tailored advice on what you can
do to save energy and money depending on your own precise circumstances. You’ll
see there is a leaflet on this as the centre-fold pull out to this issue and further
information at the web site: www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/homeactionplan. Since
the government is heavily subsidising the service to make it available at £99 they are
piloting the service in Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Berkshire and within this
Hooky is one of the two national community pilots.
Those of us who have had Surveys already felt it worthwhile sharing common
recommendations as they appeared in several of the reports because of common
services to Hooky and similarities across groups of house type. So it seems that in
Hook Norton the measures which typically make the greatest difference to reducing
our energy bills and reducing our contribution to climate change are: change boilers
(even relatively new ones) to more efficient oil condensing boilers, increasing the
amount of loft insulation to 250mm, cavity wall insulation for newer houses and
solid wall insulation for older ironstone houses, use of solar panels to heat hot
water, double glazing and using smart driving tips to use less fuel.
If all this sounds of interest and you want to see what is best for you then take a look
at the colour leaflet.
Green Neighbourhoods – up to £4,000 grant and £4,000 interest free loan
Ken Brady from EST came up from London specially to talk to us about the Green
Neighbourhood Programme, an initiative that will be launched nationally in April
2009. The aim of the project is to demonstrate how communities can reduce their
carbon footprints and energy bills by around 60%. They are particularly keen to show
how a community that does not have access to mains gas and has a mix of houses
including older “solid wall” (ironstone in the case of Hooky) can make these large
savings. Having seen what a good response and level of constructive feedback they
got from Hook Norton when they piloted the Home Action Plan we now have the
chance to be first in the country to take up these grants if we can bring together 10
households that want to make these significant savings. This is fantastic given that
it is going to be the 100 most active communities nationwide that will be able to
secure the grants.
The Energy Saving Trust will provide matching funding to the same level as the
interest free loan the householder takes out. So for someone taking out a 6 year
interest free loan of up to £4,000, EST will match that with a £4,000 grant, if you went
for a £2,000 loan then a £2,000 grant. Say you decided to take out a £2,000 loan
then the total of £4,000 can then be invested in making significant whole-house
energy saving measures in the home such as the ones listed above in the Home Action
Plan.
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You will be able to track the energy savings you make with the Smart meters that will
be installed as part of the programme. The savings are expected to cover a significant
element of the monthly repayments on the interest free loan. For example, on a
£2,000 loan with a matching £2,000 grant, repayments would be approx £28 per
month and of this around £19 could be expected to be covered by reduced energy
bills. This means that in effect for a payment of £9 per month for 6 years you would
be able to make an immediate investment of £4,000 in improving the energy
efficiency, comfort and value of your home.
On the night of the meeting 12 households said that they were interested in taking
the next step in applying for this green neighbourhoods pilot scheme. This is not
restricted to members of the Low Carbon Hook Norton Group and to qualify for the
scheme we need to get together at least 10 households to make significant savings.
So if you are interested and can move quickly by February/March to start to install
energy saving measures in your home then please contact Tim Lunel to talk through
how you could become part of the Hook Norton Green Neighbourhood scheme and
take advantage of this great new EST grant scheme.
Finally, Ramsey Dunning recounted a fantastic anecdote of door to door travel to
Scotland by public transport from Hook Norton – hopping on a bus outside the Church
to Chipping Norton with a connecting bus to Oxford and on to London,
overnight sleeper train to Edinburgh and then onto the highlands. What’s
more the connections were just as smooth on the return journey – is this
Switzerland we ask? As if the stress free journey was not enough of a
bargain in itself he said the train fare can be as little as £19 if you are
among the first to book three months in advance - so where’s the
catch? – We couldn’t find one; why not give it a try!
Next meeting is to take place on Wednesday 14th of January – many
thanks to James Clarke for continued hospitality of the Brewery
Visitors Centre for meetings.
Hazel Hope & Tim Lunel (for further information contact Tim
Lunel 730446)

CHRISTMAS AT COMPTON VERNEY
Visitors to Compton Verney can enjoy three Christmas weekends on 29 and 30
November; 6 and 7 December, and 13 and 14 December, offering a last chance
to see the current exhibitions - Jack B. Yeats, Masquerade and Spectacle: The
Circus and the Travelling Fair, and Oskar Kokoschka: Exile and New Home
1938-1980 – and experience a host of festive activities. The weekends include:
Carol concerts at 12 noon, 1.30pm and 3pm, in the magnificent Adam Hall.
Storytelling inspired by the gallery’s collections and suitable for all ages.
Family workshops to create Christmas cards and decorations.
All festive activities are included in the price of gallery admission. There is a
special menu of seasonal delights in the gallery’s award winning café, and the
opportunity to purchase a range of unusual Christmas gifts from the gallery shop,
including books, artists’ materials, jewellery and children’s gifts.
The weekends offer an opportunity to purchase a year's membership to Compton
Verney at last year’s prices. Membership entitles holders to unlimited entry to the
gallery for twelve months and there is also an opportunity to find out more about
Compton Verney’s recently launched Adopt a Tree scheme, which invites visitors
to adopt a tree in the gallery’s historic parkland, and presents a particularly
unusual Christmas gift idea. More information at www.comptonverney.org.uk.
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Domestic & Commercial Groundcare Machinery

Sales, Service, Spare Parts

Shenington Airfield Tel. 01295 680711
bruce@brucehopkins.co.uk
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HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

Having difficulty cutting your toenails ?
I can help
Rosy Miles-Hamilton B.S.Y.A.
Registered footcare practitioner

for
Home visits
Tel: 01608 737389 or 07816 039180

Khosravi Persian Carpets
Experience the beauty of a hand-made Persian rug direct
from Iran in your home.
No obligation to purchase.
Elegance that will last a lifetime at a price you can afford.
Please telephone Sakine Faulkner for an
appointment - 01 608 7301 94
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BEER FESTIVAL PRESENTATION NIGHT
FOR THE ROTARY CLUB OF BANBURY CHERWELL
It was a full house on Tuesday 18th November as the members
of the Rotary Club of Banbury Cherwell presented the proceeds
of this year’s annual ‘Beer Festival’ charity event.
Cheques totalling £4,125 were presented by club president
Keith Disney to the selected charities including the Brodey
Cancer Centre at the Horton Hospital as well as other local and
Rotary charities.
Representatives from 15 charities including Banbury Youth Cricket, Brodey Centre
Appeal,
BYHP,
Cats
Protection
League,
Citizens Advice Bureau,
Cystic Fibrosis Trust,
Guide Dogs for the Blind,
Katherine
House
Hospice, Lets Play, Red
Cross,
Redlands
Gateway,
Samaritans,
Save the Children, Radio
Horton and Barks. The
Adderbury and Bodicote
Guides where also there
for
the
presentation
along with members of
Aplins, Berry Morris,
Brethertons,
Fairbairn
Wild, Spratt Endicott
Solicitors and Whitley Stimpson companies who sponsored the event this year and
without whom the event would not be so successful - Norbar were the main sponsors.
For the fourth year running, the club rolled out the Barrels for the August bank holiday
‘Beer Festival’ which was held at the Banbury Cricket Club, Bodicote.
Alongside the beer tasting the day included live music from Radio Horton, bouncy
castle and fairground rides, face painting, falconry, junior cricket competition, pig
roast and barbecue alongside numerous charity stalls, not to mention the fly-by from
a second world war Dakota.
Event organiser Chris Humphris explains: “Once again, our 2008 event saw a fantastic
turn-out it was an outstanding family day outing and was great to see so many people
having such a good time. Since the first festival in 2004, it has become a major
attraction drawing in all generations of people to enjoy great music, lively attractions
and events, delicious food and of course an amazing selection of drink.”
Club president, Keith Disney says: “We are extremely pleased with the continued
growth and success of our annual Beer Festival which is a major project for our club.
Club members including family volunteers worked exceptionally hard to make the day
run smoothly and the cheque presentation stands as testament to the effort made.
We should also thank all our sponsors, whose generosity has maximised their efforts.
Please feel free to join us at next year’s event which will be held on Monday 31st
August.”
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Paul Austin
Electrical services
Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 737031 Mobile: 07970 457291
Sockets ~ Lights ~ Extensions ~ Re-wires
Domestic
Agricultural & Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
FARMHOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM
SWALCLIFFE
Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful
th
surroundings in our comfortable 18 C
Farmhouse

CONTACT: BARBARA TAYLOR
TEL 01295 780206
www.swalcliffegrange.com
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LIBRARY NEWS
Opening Hours;

Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

2.00-5.00pm
2.00-5.00pm
2.00-5.00pm
9.30-12.30pm

6.00-7.00pm
6.00-7.00pm

A short update on what’s been going on here. Our Rhymetimes for 0 to 3 year olds
held monthly are still well attended and proving popular the last one for this year is
Monday 8th December 2.00 to 2.30pm in the reading room. All are welcome, no need
to book, just come along and join in!
We also have a Xmas Bedtime Storytime for 4 to 7 year olds planned for Monday 15th
December 5.00 to 6.00pm. The children can come along ready for bed with a torch
and teddy, enquire at the library for more details and tickets, it should be fun.
A suggestion has been made to start an informal Book Reading Group to meet
monthly in the Reading Room on a Wednesday or Friday afternoon 2.00 to
3.00pm. The idea being, rather than reading a set book, the group may read a
certain author or type of genre etc. If anyone is interested in forming such a group
or joining one please contact the library leaving your contact details.
Don’t forget we still have photocopying
facilities, Internet access, and battery
recycling which is very successful, the
tube is always full before they come to
empty it.
Finally, from myself, Gill and Penny we
would like to wish you all a very Happy
Christmas and New Year. Regards,
Janet May, Library Manager
Would Your Community Like to
Have a Good Neighbour Scheme?
Good Neighbour Schemes are local
voluntary groups which offer a service
in their community for those in need
of help and support. The people who
may need support may be older
people, people with disabilities, single
parents and young mothers, those
temporarily in need through illness or
anyone who may be isolated within
the community. Oxfordshire
Community and Voluntary Action is
currently running a project with the
aim of supporting new schemes. A
limited number of start-up grants are
available meet the costs of setting upbuying a mobile phone, public liability
cover and publicity material. (These
grants will be on a first-come, firstserved basis). For further information
please contact LizLiz Pride on 01865
251946 or email: liz.pride@ocva.org.uk
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Foodieanna

(1 mile north of Hook Norton village)

Telephone: 01608 737349

www.firs-garage.com
Extensive range of new and used vehicles
Servicing & MOT of most makes;
competitive rates
Parts Bodyshop Graphics

Attended fuel & shop,
friendly service & more !
Daihatsu Sirion 1.0 S extra urban fuel
cycle over 60 mpg. Low emissions
with annual road tax £35.

Family Business Established 1960 – thank you for your custom
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COMES COMPLETE WITH RAIN GAUGE
“How wet it’s been” or “how dry!” is always on our lips as we all like to know and talk
about our weather and here in Hooky it often seems that we have our own Ecosystem.
Many of us have barometers, hydrometers and rain gauges already and like to record
the daily splash, and a semi-official daily rain record has been kept continuously here
in the village for thirty-eight years now.
Started by a former resident, Roger Lace, in 1970 and taken over by me in 1991 when
he left the village the monthly total was once entered in this journal but subsequently
retired to a chart in the Library.
It has been an easy and fascinating pastime but after 18 years I feel it is time for me
to pass the rain gauge and recording tables on to somebody else at the end of this year.
If you are interested, I should be glad to hear from you and to hand over to you at
your convenience. So if you are that somebody, please contact me on 730407 or
ccbvib@tiscali.co.uk
Christopher Barry

DID YOU KNOW ..
That there is a direct
train service from
Banbury to Telford,
Shrewsbury
and
Wrexham??? Calling
at
RAF
Cosford,
Oswestry, Chirk and
Llangollen.
No tedious changing
in
Birmingham
or
London, no queuing
on the M6.
More
information
at
www.wrexhamand
shropshire.co.uk

The Theatre Chipping
Norton Presents
SLEEPING BEAUTY
There are still tickets
available for some
performances of this
delightful pantomine.
Join Princess Aurora as
she falls asleep for a
hundred years and is
rescued by her
handsome prince in a
exclusive fun-filled,
sweetie-throwing fairy
tale adventure.
Ends Sat 10th Jan
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QUALIFIED STYLIST
OF MORE THAN
20 YEARS

BOTH SEXES AND
ALL AGES

TELEPHONE WENDY ON
07779 737718
FOR ENQUIRIES OR APPOINTMENTS

Plumbing & Heating

Please Telephone 01608 7375 50
(A nswer Machine)
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CONTEMPORARY @
MODERN STYLES

CLIFF RICHARD TRIBUTE NIGHT 8TH NOVEMBER
Thank you to all who attended
this
fantastic
night
of
entertainment
Jimmy Jemain or
Cliff as we know
him was terrific
as were his
stand
in
shadows
pictured!

SPORTS AND
SOCIAL CLUB
MEMBERSHIP
Hook Norton Sports and
Social
Club,
runs
a
members
and
guests
policy.
As part of a HNSSC
affiliated Senior section,
(Football, Cricket, Tennis,
Harriers) you gain Full
membership to the club.
As part of a Junior section,
(Football, Cricket, Tennis,
Harriers) by association,
you and your supporters are entitled to use the Clubhouse during advertised opening
hours whilst playing your chosen sport. If however you and your family want to
become Full Members of Hook Norton Sports and Social Club,
giving you entitlement to use the clubhouse at any time during
advertised
opening
hours
throughout the year, please ask
in the clubhouse for details.
New rates apply for 2009.
Individual guests may be
signed in up to 6 times a year.
New membership forms for
2009 are available in the
clubhouse or download one from our website at
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk.
Thank You.
HNSSC Committee

PUDSEY BINGO FRIDAY 14TH NOVEMBER
Thanks to everyone who attended Pudsey bingo.
We raised £ 97 on the night for children in need, and
with a kind donation of £3 from a footy fan on
Saturday to round it up we will be able to send £ 100
to this very worthy cause.
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SELECT & SAVE @ The Village Shop
High Street Hook Norton
Oxon
OX15 5NQ
Tel 01608 737245
E-mail:- enquiries@villageshophooky.co.uk

Christmas & New Year Opening Hours
Xmas Eve - Wednesday 24th December - 7am – 5pm
Xmas Day – Closed
Boxing Day – Friday 26th Dec – 10am – 4pm
Saturday 27th Dec – 8am – 8pm
Sunday 28th Dec – 8am – 6pm
Monday 29th Dec – 7am – 6pm
Tuesday 30th Dec – 7am – 6pm
New Years Eve –Wednesday 31st Dec – 7am – 5pm
New Years Day –Thursday 1st Jan 2009 – 10am – 4pm

Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information.
www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
Indoor and outdoor schools, so what ever the weather come and ride!
Horses and Ponies of all shapes and sizes
Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school.
Reduced Rates 10.30 - 3.30 Tuesday to Friday.
School holidays 'own a pony days' and more...
Gift Vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)

Where ever you ride please ensure they have a council licence.
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TO ALL OUR FRIENDS IN HOOK NORTON
By the time this news-letter is published, we will have left the village, we are
moving to France early in the New Year. We would like to take this opportunity
to thank all in Hook Norton who have made us so welcome over the last 25
years.
This has been a difficult decision to make, but over the last couple of years we
have spent more and more time at our holiday home in the Vendee. During this
time we have got to know many people associated with the ‘Spring Harvest’
Christian campsite in the Vendee and have joined a ‘church family’ in St. Gilles
Croix de Vie, where we have been made very welcome.
Hook Norton will always hold a special place in our hearts and we hope to return
fairly frequently to visit family and friends. We would like to thank especially
all the members of our ‘church family’ at St. Peter’s and assure them that they
will be forever in our prayers, particularly with regard to the Mission 2010.
Anthea & Keith Fowler

XMAS OR
CHRISTMAS?
The abbreviation
X-mas for
Christmas is of
Greek origin. The
word for Christ in
Greek is "Xristos."
During the 16th
century, Europeans
began using the
first initial "X" in
place of the word
"Christ" as a
shorthand form of
the word. Although
the early Christians
understood that "X"
stood for Christ's
name, later
Christians who did
not understand the
Greek language
mistook
"X-mas" as a sign
of disrespect.
43

44

GARDEN CLUB
There was a good attendance at the AGM in the Memorial Hall on 15
October. The Chairman, Dave Coates remarked on the excellent value
the club membership subscription offered; with the help of the
Committee a varied programme of events had taken place throughout
the year and the club was thriving with over 140 members. The
finances were healthy and with all this in mind he felt it time to step
down after 12 years as Chairman and 22 years on the Committee. Nick
Faulkner, the Secretary, thanked Dave on behalf of members for his valuable
contribution to the club over many years. Peter Arnold had agreed to stand as
Chairman and was unanimously voted in. The other officers remain the same; Nick
Faulkner as Secretary, Tony Freeman as Treasurer and Verity Calderan as Vice
Chairman. The Committee members are Malcolm Black, Christine Blackham, Ann
Faulkner, Frank Faulkner, Alrys Morris, Francis Price, Nicholas Price and Sally Wood.
It was proposed and unanimously agreed that from 2009 the AGM would be held in
November and would be followed by the end of year Christmas party.
A varied and interesting programme has been planned for next year and as usual a
pull-out Calendar will appear in the February Newsletter.
Finally, thank you to all members who have supported the club in 2008; we look
forward to seeing you at the first open meeting on 18 February 2009 at the beginning
of what we hope will be a great gardening year.

SPORTS AND SOCIAL
CLUB YOUTH CLUB
Hi
Guys,
We
haven't
forgotten about you all.
We've been so busy with
the new clubhouse opening
up and with most of you
doing other activities on
different nights, its been
hard to find a day that suits.
We've decided to go for
Tuesday nights (dates to be
confirmed) in the new year.
Before then, you know you
are
welcome
to
the
clubhouse to see us and to
attend the Senior football
team home games using
your free passes.
New members welcome in
the new year aged between
11 - 16.
For any info phone us on
738396/737829. Hope to
see you all soon.
Kerrie and Colette

Handsewn & Interlined curtains &
pelmets our speciality
Roman & Roller blinds
Customised design service and home consultancy
Every kind of fabric from many
leading manufacturers
Decorative Poles, Tie backs & Trimmings
New Sofas &
Chairs Loose Covers &
Cushions Wallpapers -

Lampshade making Custom made
Bedspreads &
Headboards Re-upholstery service -

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
www.annwoolgrove.com
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All makes vehicle servicing
Competitive prices

Hook Norton, Oxon. OX15 5DD
Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641

T

(1 mile North of Hook Norton village)

www.firs-garage.com

H E

WHITE SWAN
W
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Now taking

Christmas Bookings
Available from 1st to 23rd Dec
Afternoons and Evenings (excluding Sundays)
01608 737322
Open
Food
Served

Mon
6-Finish

Tue Wed Thurs
12-3 ~ 6-Finish

Fri Sat Sun
All Day

Mon

Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

6-9

12 - 2.30 ~ 6 - 9

Sunday 12 - 3 (Sunday Roast only)
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Over 60’s
Special Menu
£5 per Meal
Available Tuesday to
Friday Lunchtime only.

THEATRELAND
For the Scrooges amongst us December is a “bah humbug” month.
Pantomimes from Malvern to Northampton; Oxford to Coventry.
Hooky Players are the glorious exception – oh yes they are – as
they wait until February to provide the panto knock-out blow with “Dracula”.
I can offer little dramatic escape until January; even then the Theatres seem anxious
not to overstress their audiences. At Malvern it is Ayckbourn’s adaptation of the 1922
farce “Tons of Money” (from 13th January) and at the Everyman, Cheltenham we can
enjoy Francis Durbridge’s thriller “Murder with Love” (from 14th January).
Even the RSC, in conjunction with Kneehigh Theatre, have a light-hearted season
from 12th December at The Courtyard with a version of Don John which is described
by The Guardian as, “If theatre were a box of chocolates, then this would be the
champagne truffle in a dark chocolate robe”.
Another December attraction is at the Birmingham Rep – a Christmas regular I know
but always enjoyable – C S Lewis’s “The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe” (until
17th January).
Perhaps the best escape I can suggest is for you to get up a party and travel to The
Mill at Sonning, near Henley-on-Thames. This delightfully located theatre by the river
has developed a niche – my last visit until now was over ten years ago and it is
unchanged (well apart from going green by using its mill wheel to produce their own
electricity) and clearly still popular.
Their formula is a well-acted comedy
or a thriller combined with an
excellent supper. On 2nd December
to 10th January they present a
comedy “Touch and Go” and after
that to 21st February, one of Mr
Ayckbourn’s
wittiest
plays,
“Confusions”.
We are so lucky with the number and
variety of theatres around us – the
Priory Theatre at Kenilworth was our
latest “impulse” evening but more of
that next year when their pantomime
season is over!
John Wheatley

GLASSES FOUND
A PAIR OF GLASSES
in an ELEPHANT DESIGN
TAPESTRY CASE were
found at the bottom of
Bells Lane.
They have been taken to
the Post Office for
Collection
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Holycombe,
Whichford, Warwickshire
3 miles from Hook Norton
Beautiful group room and therapy rooms to let
With underfloor heating
Weekly classes of Pilates, Yoga and Circle Dance
Anti-natal and post natal yoga and hypnobirthing
Interesting range of weekend workshops
Holiday cottage and Studio to let in Whichford,
Houses in Andalucia, Spain and
the Western Highlands of Scotland to let
See ‘events’ menu and houses at
www.holycombe.com
email sally@holycombe.com or
call Sally on 01608 684239

C W SMITH
Building Contractors
Tel: 01608 737790 E.mail: cws.build@virgin.net Fax: 01608 730966

New build, Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations,
Property Maintenance
Local references available

Back Pain, Sports Injury & Headache Clinic
Especially for long term pain
BUPA + PPP
Registered

Hector Wells B.Sc.(Hons)., D.O., G.OsC.,
Registered Osteopath & Associates

Back and Neck Pains,
Sciatica, Frozen Shoulder,
Tennis elbow, Knees and Arthritic
Hips a speciality,
Pins and needles, Babycolic Clinic
Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
Whiplash
Stress Pain

To avoid disrobing
please wear a loose
T-shirt and
joggers/leggings

For your feet & leg problems

Appointments (01295) 265 267
Monday to Saturday & Evenings
54 Bloxham Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 9JR
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D.Houlton B.Sc.(Hons)
Pod.SRCh. Mchs.
State Registered Podiatrist

HOOKY PLAYERS
Pantomime time is fast approaching. This year it's 'DRACULA - The
Panto' which promises to be both very funny and entertaining.
Performances are in the Memorial Hall, Hook Norton, on Wednesday 4, Thursday 5, Friday 6, Saturday 7 February 2009 - all at 7.30
p.m. There will also be a matinee at 2.30 p.m. on the Saturday.
Tickets sell out every year extremely quickly, and priced at £6-50
for adults and £4-50 for concessions (we have kept them at the
same price for the last two years). The Box Office opens on 2 January 2009 so hit
the ground running and get in early to beat the rush - telephone Sheila on 01608
730355. Refreshments will be available during the interval and there will also be a
raffle.
DRACULA has great singing, great dancing and certainly lots of laughs for all the
family. Come and cheer pretty Sonia and charming Richard and boo Dracula for all
you are worth - he just hates it!
Make it one of your New Year Resolutions to get your panto tickets early. See you
there.
Brian Rider

LPG OFFER FOR THE OVER 60’S
Fosseway Hire are an independent, long established tool and plant hire company
which has always sold and delivered LPG gas bottles across the Cotswolds and
Warwickshire.
In recent
years we have decided to
offer money off Calor gas
for heating the homes of
local residents over 60
years of age. We are not
Are you holding an event that you need to
funded to do this, we do it
hire cutlery and crockery for?
to give a little help to those
in our community as the
I have enough for 120 people including
weather turns colder.
We don't actually ask for
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls
any proof of age and run
and serving spoons.
the scheme from October
through to Febuary each
15p an item, and return it dirty!
year. The customer simply
calls us, informs us that
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.
they are over 60 and local
and therefore would like
From private dinner parties for 10
£2.50 off each gas bottle
to the one off party for 120 guests
they buy for heating their
home.
all you need to do is call:
Hooky
over
60's
are
welcome to make good use
of the scheme.
Best Regards
Trevor Palmer,
Fosseway Hire
Mobile
07968
776060
WWW.Fossewayhire.com

lery
t
u
C

and Crockery for Hi
re

Vicky Taylor
on
01295 788924/ 07841910037
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HOOK NORTON TO THE SHETLAND ISLANDS. A PERSONAL JOURNEY.
Saturday 29th March 1947 during that terrible winter is
when my journey commenced. My mother Doris, gave
birth to me, Hector William Frank, at Sibford Road , the
home of my mother’s parents William and Annie Cooper.
My father, Hector Josephs had left Jamaica via New York
by troop ship in 1944 to join the Royal Air Force and was
stationed nearby at Moreton in the Marsh.
I was christened in St Peter’s in Hook Norton and the
next 5 years were spent at RAF stations Moreton,
Enstone and Little Rissington where I started school. By
this
time
another
brother,
David
had
arrived
in
Dad - Hector Josephs
August 1948
but my parents suffered the loss of a son
Robert, through a cot death aged 3
months. Norman was then born in May
1952 and later in that year was when my
life of travel began.
Dad was posted to RAF Changi, home of
the infamous POW camp, in Singapore
and had flown out before but Mum and
her 3 children had the luxury of a 6 week
cruise on the Empire Windrush troopship.
Don’t remember too much about it but I
am sure it would have been great fun!
We spent two and a half years in the sun
and even had an Amah who used to do all
the house work and look after us three

Grand-Dad Cooper
boys. Two abiding memories of our time
there were the Queen’s Coronation and
hearing that Everest had been conquered.
Returned to a grey and damp UK in 1955
and were stationed at RAF Filton near
Bristol. My mother then produced two more
boys Peter and Stephen which made the
two bed roomed RAF quarter rather small
to say the least!
1 Sibford Road
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During our time here Dad’s mother
from Jamaica came for a visit and
Dad had meanwhile put his hand
through a window and severely
injured himself, so much so that
he had to learn to write with his
left hand. Still never prevented
him from giving us a hiding
though!
Looking back now it must have
been hard financially for my
parents having to cope with 5
children because in those days a
military wage was really poor, not
like today’s serviceman where
they are rightly rewarded.
Spent a couple of years at Filton
and then were posted back out to
Singapore but this time to RAF
Seletar. No troopship this time. We
flew out on a four turbo prop Hermes
which was such a fascinating trip as it
took 5 days! Because of the distance
and the slow speed of the aircraft we
had to stop off to refuel at some really
exotic places in Italy, Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka) Pakistan, India and Thailand. I
do remember that the aircraft had a
problem in Delhi so we had to stay for
a couple of days. Couldn’t believe how
poor the area on the way to the hotel
was with beggars everywhere. It
really made an impression on me then
aged only ten years.
Spent just over two years in
Singapore where I managed to pass
my 11+ much to father’s delight. He
was so pleased that he went out and
bought me a bicycle but shortly
afterwards he borrowed it and had it
stolen! Never replaced it though!
During this time the Munich air crash
with Manchester United occurred
and Gatwick Airport opened.
To be continued in the next
newsletter
If anybody would like to contact
me my e-mail address is
hooknorton@btinternet.com.
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OATS HEALTH FOOD SHOP
26 HIGH STREET, CHIPPING NORTON 01608 646556
We have now been open for nearly 3 years and in that time we have learned what our customers and
local therapists want in their local Health Food Shop. Our stock is always changing as new products
come onto the market & with the general ebb and flow of the popularity in both foods and supplements.

We stock products from many local companies We are stockist of;
including; Fleur Essential Oils from Kingham, Solgar - Natures Aid - Quest - FSC - Natures Answer Oxford’s Nibchoc, a wonderful choc bar with every Bioforce/Vogel - Biohealth - Biocare - Australian Bush
ingredient a ‘superfood’ but which also hits the ‘naughty Remedies - New Era...and many more.
spot, Shaken Oak Mustards from Witney, Spice Rack We carry reasonable stocks of some brands, others less
Traders from Banbury, Matthews Flours from Shipton, so, but those can be quickly ordered and despatched.
Many of these companies have expert advice / help
Halcyon Honey from Charlbury & many others...
We also stock Body Care products from; Jasons, lines. We also have Kim from Solgar visit us every two
Faith in Nature, Weleda, Naturecare, Green People, months when you can make a FREE half hour
appointment to see her.
FO, CottonSoft etc..
Household Products from Ecover - including refills for Maggie Cope is a food intolerance tester, visiting
most of the products we stock - please ask for details. monthly and an hour consultation costs £39
Also, biodegradable & new Cinderella Cleaning Upstairs....is where we have lots of more unusual
Products that will not harm children or animals if cards, gift wrap, patterned tissue, gift bags & ribbons.
ingested.
Also, for this Christmas, a Toy Cupboard with all
Pet Care; Organipets, Denes & Yaoh Foods
wooden toys from Eastern Europe, many under £5
Body Care, Baby Foods, Fairtrade Kids Clothes,
each - all under £10 each.
Organic Bamboo Clothing, Onya Bags, Incense &
There are other small gifts & stocking fillers in the
same price range, plus fairtrade percussion instruments
much more...
Deliveries - If you have a Veg Box supplied by Chipping Norton Organics, an order from Oats to the value of
£15 can be sent with it at no extra cost. All deliveries by us to Hooky are also free if you spend £10 or more.

DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors
6a Market Place, Chipping Norton.
Oxfordshire. OX7 5NA
Tel: 01608 643036 Fax: 01608 641025
Conveyancing (written quotations on request). Matrimonial
problems (SFLA Member). Wills. Probate. Accident claims and
General family business.
Home visits arranged for the housebound in the Hook Norton area.
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MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
On Friday 26th September, our annual Coffee Morning was held
in the Study Centre, at Hook Norton Primary School.
As usual, it was a huge success and the place was buzzing from
start to finish! The smell of coffee and cakes obviously lured the
villagers in, as did the lovely Christmas cards and gifts that were
on sale, together with the raffle.
The final figure raised at the Macmillan Coffee Morning this year,
was a tremendous £1,058.71, this included the extra orders for
Christmas cards and gifts taken after the day. A huge thank you to all those who
helped me on the day and also to all the villagers who once again supported this very
worthwhile cause.
The total we have raised in the village for those of you who have been attending my
coffee mornings since 1996 is a massive £9,060.40, so well done to you all.
Julie Wood

STOUR SINGERS – CHRISTMAS MUSIC 2008
Stour Singers annual presentation of Christmas Music in St. Edmund’s Church,
Shipston takes place on Saturday 6 December at 7.30pm. Guest artist is the
distinguished Australian baritone, Simon Thorpe, and the singing is backed by the
strings of the Cherwell Orchestra with Rachel Bird on keyboards.
The programme includes carols
spanning 350 years from Michael
Praetorius’
Omnis
mundus
jocundetur of 1607 to Richard
Rodney Bennett’s What sweeter
music can we bring than a carol
written in 1968 for the Rt Hon
Edward Heath.
There are the
familiar
favourites
too
for
everyone,
e.g.
Good
King
Wenceslas, See amid the winter’s
snow, & O come all ye faithful.
The 50th anniversary of the death
of Vaughan Williams during 2008
is marked by two of his works,
The Five Mystical Songs, a
contemplative piece befitting
Advent, (with words by George
Herbert) & the joyous Fantasia on
Christmas Carols. The orchestra
add their tribute too, playing his
Prelude on the Welsh hymn-tune
‘Rhosymedre’. Add to all this
Simon Thorpe’s bass solos from
Handel’s Messiah!
Tickets £10 from choir members,
R.Clarke, 27 High Street, Shipston
& at the door. (accompanied
children free.)
For further
information
visit
the
website:www.stoursingers.org.uk
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK - MID SEPTEMBER TO MID NOVEMBER
It is a beautiful sunny and warm November morning which is
a real treat after all the rain we have had and
there are plenty of birds around which
are a pleasure to watch.
On 17th August from his garden in
Bourne Lane, Tim Burchell saw a
Hobby (pictured left) on the
same thermal as a Buzzard
(pictured right) there was
another Hobby over the allotment
track on 20th August and over Rectory Road
on 25th September a Hobby being mobbed
by a corvid. A Hobby was also seen over
the fields in East End on 22nd and 30th
September.
Tim also saw a single Cormorant on 18th
September, two on 21st September heading east
over The Bourne, one on 2nd October high
over the Memorial Hall heading south and
one on 13th October over The Bourne.
Jeannette Hibbard saw one on 12th October and there were 5
flying over the East End fields on 21st September and 4 on the
30th September.
Tim Burchell also saw a House Martin on the nest at Old School End on 9th October.
There have been several sightings of Herons, two on 21st, and one on 23rd and 24th
September, 5th, 23rd and 26th October. A Great Spotted Woodpecker has come
several times in the last few days to feed from one of our seed feeders
and there have been a couple of sightings of a Green Woodpecker flying
over the fields in East End. On 9th October there was a Stonechat on the
barbed wire at the back of our garden which stayed around all day flying
back and forth for insects. There was a Lesser Black-backed Gull in the
field in East End on 17th October. There were 10 plus Long-tailed Tits on
a May tree in a front garden of a house in East End on 21st and 23rd
October. On 30th October we had a quick glimpse of the female Blackcap in
our garden which came down to the ground for seeds under the feeder.
On 18th September there were many Butterflies around, including Speckled
Wood and Brimstone as well as Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell, a Comma on 27th
October and an unidentified one on 11th November. I was very pleased to hear from
Julia Edwards about a Camberwell Beauty which she had in her garden on a fine, warm
day on 10th October resting/feeding on cosmos. This Butterfly is a rare migrant from
Scandinavia and mainland Europe, seen mainly in autumn and can turn up anywhere
in the country. If the next few days are sunny and warm we might see more Butterflies
so please let me know if you see one, but it has been a very bad year for these insects
with all the rain we have had, so let us hope next year will be drier. A Dragonfly,
probably a Common Darter was in our back garden on 20th September and 12th October.

Q A donkey carried Mary into Bethlehem. What would
you call a three legged donkey? A. A wonky!
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In the third week of July, David Shirt saw Weasels crossing the road on three
occasions, two were between Thistle Lea Farm and The Firs and on one occasion a
Weasel was carrying a dead mouse, presumably to feed young and the third was at
the top of the hill near the Chippy turning. A Fox was sighted in East End on 26th
September, 6th, 8th and 9th October.
The most interesting sighting is one on the morning of 27th September, by Tracey
Hemmings in Sibford Road at 4.30am in thick fog, when she and her husband were
woken up by a loud squealing noise and, on looking out of their bedroom window, saw
a Wild Boar with a few young in a panic making such a noise and heading towards the
village. Did anyone else see or hear anything on this morning? I would be very
pleased to hear from you. We know that there are Wild Boar around in some areas,
but interestingly the sighting on the website of the distribution has a comment about
one seen in a field in Hanwell, Oxfordshire at 17.30 on 7th October running at great
speed in a field with lots of brambles and bushes.
Walking on the inside of a
window in the home of
David Shirt there were two
Harlequin
Ladybirds,
a
notorious alien invader
which arrived in Britain in
summer 2004, that is
spreading all over the
country and in danger of
replacing
our
native
Ladybirds. They were a
typical variety which is
orangey-red with about 18
black spots.
Thank you very much
indeed to all of you who
have been in touch with me
which
I
very
much
appreciate and I hope to
hear from you again in
2009 and also from anyone
who has never been in
touch. I would like to wish
you all a very Happy
Christmas and very best
wishes for 2009.
Geraldine Moore
Tel: 730236 email:
geraldine.moore1@
btinternet.com
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES TRIP TO THE BIG GIG
On the 18th October 1st Hook Norton Guides met outside The Warriner School along
with other Guide units from the division, ready to get on the bus which was taking us
to the NEC Arena in
Birmingham.
We
were all dressed in
tutus, pink tights
and wings because
we all thought that
we
would
be
different and we
would stand out as
fairies. But when
we got there we
were
actually
surprised that there
were quite a few other Guide groups dressed up as fairies as well.
After lunch we then joined in the huge queue to get in. Finally the doors opened and
we started to get nearer the stage. When we were in
we got our seats in the huge arena, music was already
playing from the speakers but not actually live. It was
now 2:15pm and it was due to start, suddenly it all
went dark and we had never seen so many luminous
flashing bunny ears (headbands) ever!!
First of all the Sugarbabes came on and sang some of
their new hits, which we really enjoyed. Everybody was
trying to take pictures on cameras and mobile phones
but they were all coming out very blurry as it was very
bright from the stage lights. Sam and Mark, who are
Children’s TV presenters, had that morning been live on
a TV programme called TMI. So it was great to see them
come on stage and announce they were hosting the
whole thing. It was really fun doing Mexican waves
around the arena as everybody joined in.
As all the bands kept playing and Sam and Mark hosted
in between it was all really good fun. Ironic,
The Hoosiers, Alphabeat, The Avenue,
Scouting for Girls, The Saturdays, Sam
Beaton, the Script and finally Leon Jackson
-from the X factor were all there while
listening to 11,000 screaming girls. It
finally finished and we all came out half
deaf and very tired. Sophie O’Sullivan made
her promise on the bus in front of the other
girls from the division. Hook Norton Guides
got back at 7.00 pm and were absolutely
exhausted, although we had a fantastic
time and can’t wait until next year.
Martha Tingey & Hannah Barnham, 1st
Hook Norton Guides
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NEWS FROM HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB – DECEMBER 2008
Winter Leagues
We are putting forward 4 floodlit
teams and 3 weekend teams, and
they are all performing well so far,
with good wins for the floodlit D and
weekend C teams.
Events
Men’s singles tournament, held in
early October, was won by Nicholas Morgan (pictured
left). On a rather chilly and damp October Saturday Nick
Morgan and Chris Butcher played out the club men's
singles final. With 2 steady players the first set proved
tough work - the comment from them both being "a war
of attrition"- with Nick finally winning 7-5. In the second
set Nick proved fitter and although a number of games
went to deuce, the score was 6-1. It was a tough match
in tricky conditions!
Junior coaching – Autumn 2008
Tennis coaching for mini tennis red/orange players has moved
indoors and sessions will be held at the Hook Norton Primary
School in the hall.
Mini tennis red sessions take place on Tuesdays at 5.00pm and
Saturdays at 9.30am and mini tennis orange sessions are held at 10.30am on a
Saturday. If you would like to book a place please contact Marc Gilkes on 01295
265085 or marcgilkes@fsmail.net
Adult Coaching:
The ladies coaching sessions are on Tuesdays from 10.00am-11.30am; the cost per
session is £7.50. Please contact Marc if you would like to attend.
Steve Bone has re-commenced his weekend coaching every third Sunday – contact
Sean Callery for more details. Email: sean@caller.demon.co.uk Elaine Priestley
Little Erin was anxious with anticipation. Finally, it was her turn
to see Santa. As Erin climbed onto Santa's lap, he asked the usual,
"And what would you like for Christmas?" Open-mouthed and
horrified for a moment, she gasped, "Didn't you get my E-mail?!"

Mind in Chipping Norton
Offers support and information to adults suffering from
a range of mental health issues
To find out more please call 01608 645296 and speak to Di or Jo
Or email: mindinchippingnorton@oxfordshire-mind.org.uk
The centre is open on Tuesdays 10-3.30 and Fridays 12-3.30
Fridays 10-12 Women’s Wellbeing Group
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HOOK NORTON (SENIOR SECTION) FOOTBALL CLUB
The sudden death at his home in the village on 4th November of a former behind-thescenes stalwart of our club has overshadowed all else. Dave MacFarlane was the club
secretary before me during the period from 1997 to 2003 and he was a hard act to follow.
In his younger days, Dave played football at the highest level with Everton FC and
afterwards with Runcorn FC, being a native of the North West. On moving to Hooky, he
offered his services and experience to our club, and undoubtedly the success that
subsequently ensued for the club was in no small way due to Dave’s contribution. At
this time of great sadness, everyone at the club extends their deepest sympathy to
Dave’s wife Sandra and to Neil their son. A minute’s silence before the FA Vase match
at The Bourne on 15th November was held in Dave’s memory and in recognition of his
valued services to our club.
On the playing front, the situation for both our teams remains, in general, most
satisfactory. The First Team continues to occupy a position within the top ten teams in
the Premier Division of the Hellenic League and, at the time of writing, it faces the
exciting prospect of playing VT FC (from Southampton) of the Wessex League Premier
Division in the Second Round of the FA Vase at The Bourne on this coming Saturday.
This match is, arguably, the most important that the club has played in its 100 years+
history. Additionally, the team is still in the Floodlit Cup and is yet to compete in this
season’s Oxfordshire Senior Cup. Meanwhile, the Second Team, despite its relative
youth and inexperience, is more than holding its own in Division 2 (West) of the Hellenic
League and has won through to the next round of the league’s Reserves Challenge Cup.
Briefly, our situation can be summarised as, “so far, so good”.

With the Festive Season fast approaching, its time for me to remind you about fund
raising activities that are coming up for the club and for the Sports and Social Club to
which we are affiliated: we are again holding our licensed Grand Christmas Draw (with
a £100 First Prize), with the Draw taking place at the Sports and Social clubhouse on
the evening of Saturday 13th December and, on the same evening, the club will be
staging its Annual Race Night. If you are able, please support us with these ventures
and please continue to support our teams at matches, both at home and away. This
support is greatly appreciated by all at the club. For our part, we will continue to fly the
flag for the club and, more importantly, for Hook Norton and its surrounding area.
Kind regards to you all; please accept the good wishes from everyone at Hook Norton
Football Club for Christmas and the New Year.
Geoff ‘Jesse’ James
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HOOK NORTON (SENIOR SECTION) FOOTBALL CLUB
Postscript - FA Vase Drama
Hooky's home FA Vase Second Round match against VT FC, was both an exciting and
a poignant occasion for the North Oxfordshire FTL Futbol Hellenic Division team and its
supporters. It was exciting because the match represented the furthest that the village
club has ever reached in any national competition and it was poignant because the club
dedicated the occasion to the memory of Dave MacFarlane, the club's secretary from
1997 to 2003, who died suddenly on 4th November. Prior to the match, both teams,
the match officials and spectators stood in silent tribute to Dave in the presence of
Dave's widow Sandra, father John and sister Ann.
The occasion was most touching not only because of the above circumstances but also
because the Hooky team were accompanied by mascots, comprising of players from the
club's Under 8s' team under the guidance of their manager Jon Hawkins. Together with
the senior players, the mascots also observed the minute's silence.
There is absolutely no doubt that Dave would have been deservedly proud of all that
occurred on this occasion, not least being Hooky's most creditable draw, thereby forcing
a replay on Tuesday evening coming at Southampton, against very accomplished
opponents.
STOP PRESS The weather postponed that match, due to an unfit pitch in
Southampton and supporters had to wait until Saturday 22nd before the re-match
could take place. Sadly, that’s when the dream ended with a scoreline of 4-0. Hooky
can hold their heads high, playing at that level and with VT needing the home
advantage to take the match. Ed.
12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
What in the world do leaping lords, French hens, swimming swans, and especially
that partridge who won't come out of the pear tree have to do with Christmas?
From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not allowed to practice
their faith openly. Someone during that era wrote the carol as a
catechism song for young Catholics. It has two levels
of meaning; the surface meaning, plus a hidden meaning known
only to members of their church.

s The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.
s Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments.
s Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love.
s Four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew,Mark,
Luke, and John.

s Five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first five books of the
Old Testament.

s Six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation.
s Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit
(Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy).

s Eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.
s Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit Love, Joy, Peace,
Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control.

s Ten lords a-leaping were the 10 Commandments.
s Eleven pipers piping stood for the 11 faithful disciples.
s Twelve drummers drumming symbolized the 12 points
Apostles' Creed.
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of belief in the

2009
Directory of Services
Would you like to be included in the 2009 Hook Norton
Directory of Services?
This brochure of names and numbers for local businesses
and places of interest, is distributed along with the
February Village Newsletter and included on the village
website, reaching everybody living in and around the
village.
As well as the obvious advantage of advertising our ever
increasing number of local businesses, this brochure is
intended to inform villagers of contact names and numbers
for the many local organisations that we have, under
headed categories.Entries need to be in by 31st December.
Please fill in the application form if you would like to be included in the
next directory, and deposit it in the box in The Post Office, or send it to:Diana Barber
Dove Close House, Scotland End,
Hook Norton. OX15 5NR
Extra forms are available on the Newsletter Web Site at :
http://www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk/
Forms can be emailed to Diana at
diana.barber.gemini@googlemail.com
To help with the printing costs, a donation of £4 for the Hook Norton
Newsletter should be attached to all forms or sent electronically to:
Co-Operative Bank,
PO Box 250, Delf House,
Southway, Skelmersdale, WN8 6WT
Account: Hook Norton Newsletter
Sort Code: 08-92-99
Account Number: 65249518
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2009
Directory of Services
Application

Your Details
Name..................................................................................................................................................
Phone Number.........................................................................................................................
Donation sent in the form of

.................................................................................

Cash/Cheque/Direct payment

Directory Details
Category.........................................................................................................................................
Business / Organisation Name..............................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................................

Contact Name..........................................................................................................................
Contact Number....................................................................................................................
E-Mail Address.........................................................................................................................
Web Address..............................................................................................................................
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CALENDAR
DECEMBER
2
3

7:30 pm

4
5

6

5.00 –
7.00pm
7pm for
7:30pm
7pm for
8pm
7:30pm

6

Evening

7

12 noon

8
11
11
11
12

2-2.30pm

5
6

11am
7:30pm
7pm for
7:30pm
13 9–12 am
13 8pm
14 10.30am

Local History Group
WI Christmas Lunch at The
Red Lion, Little Compton
Blue Box / Brown Bin week
FOHNS Christmas Fayre –
School Hall
Family Bingo –
Sports & Social Club
Hook Norton Film Society
'Hallam Foe’
Carol Concert with H.N.
Band – St Peter’s Church
“Just Desserts” – Family
Film - Baptist Church
Club House Opening with
Father Christmas– Sports &
Social Club
Rhymetimes - Library
Green Bin week
Wheelers and Squealers
Parish Council Meeting
Christmas Family Bingo –
Sports & Social Club
Village Market
Horse Race Night – Sports &
Social Club
Baptist Church - Carol
Service

15 5.00
Christmas Bedtime
-6.00pm Storytime for 4 to 7 year
olds - Library
16 2pm
WI Meeting “Aromatherapy
with Angela Woodard and
Sally Fay” & Christmas Tea
18
Blue Box / Brown Bin week
19 2pm
Primary School closes for
Christmas holiday
19 7.30 for
Christmas Quiz – Sports &
8pm
Social Club
21 10am
Carols for Christmas – St
Peter’s Church
21 10.30am Baptist Church Carol Service
24 11.15pm Baptist Church Christmas
Eve Communion Service
24 11.30pm St Peter’s Church – Midnight
Communion
25 10.00am Baptist Church – Christmas
Day Family Service
25 10.00am St Peter’s Church - Morning
Service
26 12–6pm Fun and Games for members
– Sports & Social Club
31
Directory of Services 2009 –
Deadline for Entries

2009 JANUARY
6
6
8

8
10
10
12
14
15

8:55 am Primary School : Start of
Term
7:30 pm Local History Group
9.00am Primary School Foundation
Stage Unit (Nursery) : Start
of Term
11.00am Wheelers and Squealers
7.30pm Baptist Church 'Just
Desserts' - Narnia film show
7 pm for Hook Norton Film Society
8pm
'Bombon El Perro’
9–12am Village Market
7.30pm Low Carbon Group meeting
– Brewery Centre
Hook Norton Village
Newsletter Copy Date

15 7:30 pm Parish Council Meeting - St
Peters Hall
20 2.00 pm WI Meeting “Running a
Theatre” Caroline Sharman
24-25
Bird-watching weekend
http://www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch/
24 Evening FOHNS Casino Night –
School Hall
28 6.30 –
Police Surgery - Memorial
7.30pm Hall
29 10:30 am Carry on Learning
29 7-10pm Busy Bees Craft Club –
Baptist Hall
31 3pm
Hook Norton Film Society
'Fanny & Alexander’

Find a copy of the Newsletter and a rolling twelve month village diary at
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Printed by KMS Litho, Hook Norton. 01608 737640

