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SELECT & SAVE @ The Village Shop
High Street
Hook Norton
Oxon
OX15 5NQ
Tel 01608 737245
enquiries@villageshophooky.co.uk
Monday to Friday 7am –8pm
Saturdays 8am – 8pm
Sundays 8am – 6pm
Our flower department is blooming marvellous. Our trained florists can
make you anything to order. Are you going to a party, want a gift for
Mothering Sunday, or an extra special treat for your loved ones at
Easter? We also do weddings, events & funerals. Remember to
get your order in early – our flowers come direct from
Holland on temperature controlled lorries.
And while we are thinking of springtime
and the summer term, don’t forget
our picnic and lunch-box
friendly supplies of fresh
bread, salads and fruit.
(And the gorgeous cakes!)
If you didn’t already know we are Paypoint & Payzone Agents. You
can now pay for your Electricity Bill, Water Bill, BT Phone Bill, Council
Tax, Charter Community Housing Rent, Television Licence in the shop.
You can even pay your London congestion charge here; if you are
going into central London in your car during the week all we need is
your car registration number & the day you are travelling.
The payment services that each company offers varies. To pay a bill, simply bring
in the bar-coded bill i.e. Thames Water Bill or Television Licence - we scan it on our
machine and you can pay by Cash or Debit Card here and we give you a receipt.
Or, some companies let you pre-budget by paying £10 every couple of weeks
towards your bill. They all issue swipe cards which can be swiped through our
machine, pay by cash or debit card at the till and we give you a receipt. Easy!
The best thing about it is you can pay your bills at the same time as your
shopping and we’re open 7 days a week so you can do it at your convenience!!
If you require a swipe card or further information
about payment options etc contact your service
provider who will be able to help you, or bring in your
bill or card and we’ll see if it is accepted.
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Held on the second
Saturday
from 9-12 midday.
A variety of stalls including
bric-a-brac, collectables,
cakes, plants, cards,
jewellery, and much more.
Lots of bargains!
To hire a table
(£3.00 / £6.00),
ring Julie Tobin on 737952
The market will be held in
the Memorial Hall

3

C W SMITH
Building Contractors
Tel: 01608 737790 E.mail: cws.build@virgin.net Fax: 01608 730966

New build, Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations,
Property Maintenance
Local references available

THERESA HARPER
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FROM THE EDITORS
This month, the Newsletter Box
contained £24.93 – thank you.
Sadly we record the death of Keith
Davies, late of Hook Norton, and on
behalf of the village we send our
condolences to his family and
friends.

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising:
Distribution:
Proof Reading:
IT/Web Support:
Treasurer:
Directory:

Andy Horne 730604
hookynews@totalise.co.uk

Andy Horne
Malcolm Black
Nigel Lehmann
Martin Baxter
Kevin Hope
Diana Barber

730604
730668

737428

Helen Foster 737391
helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

The views expressed in the Newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team
RATES – CHEQUES PAYABLE TO ‘HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER’
Text and advertising copy deadline

Thursday 15th MAY 2008

Text for Village activities

Free (a small donation is welcome)

Inserts for Village Activities

On request from Andy Horne

Commercial Advertising
Commercial Inserts

£24 per page and pro rata per issue
£20 per issue

Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to;
Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

PARISH TRANSPORT
I'm afraid that my contribution as your representative (PTR)
has not been as regular as I would have liked. Partly, this
has been because there has been nothing new to report that
directly involves Hook Norton.
I have been unable to attend the monthly meetings as they are held on a Monday
afternoon in Oxford which will always be impossible for me; if there is anyone who
would like to go, I am sure they would be most welcome and they might be a more
effective rep. than me.
I was able to attend an evening meeting in Kidlington for a consultation of PTR's on
what issues we felt were most important for funding purposes. My own opinion was
that a maintained frequency – mostly hourly in our case – is most important as it
seems to encourage more passengers in the long term.
I do keep a fairly comprehensive collection of bus and train timetables, but it is
probably best to ring for information and times on 0871 2002233 for trains, buses
and coaches, both local and national. You tell them when and where you want to go
and they tell you the best route and connections. I always find them very helpful.
It is worth knowing that bus connections at the Chipping Norton end of our bus route
are good as the 488 arrives in good time to catch buses on to Oxford, Witney,
Stratford, Charlbury and Kingham station.
The return fare to Oxford from Chippy is £5 for an adult, which is great value and it
doesn't take that long if you take the the time it takes to park into account.
Isita Pickering 737427 or 646556
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FARMHOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM
SWALCLIFFE
Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful
th
surroundings in our comfortable 18 C
Farmhouse

CONTACT: BARBARA TAYLOR
TEL 01295 780206
www.swalcliffegrange.com
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
STREET CLEANSING
Generally the street cleansing gang will visit Hook Norton three
times a year to clear debris from the streets. However they will
also respond to requests or reports of particular problems and if,
for example, broken glass needs clearing they will send a team to
deal with it. If you are aware of a need for special street cleaning
please contact Environmental Services at CDC via the Customer
Service Centre on 01295 221940.

The Oxfordshire Voluntary Sector Development
Partnership (OVSDP), of which ORCC is a member,
PLAY AREA
has developed an Information Points project, which
As those using the Area regularly will know
will make it easier for people involved in running or
one of the basketball posts has recently
setting up voluntary and community groups in rural
been vandalised. We apologise for the loss of
communities to access key information including:
this facility but, if we are to replace it, we will
funding, managing volunteers, legal issues,
also need to renovate the other post.
organization development, publicity and training.
However it seems that this facility is no longer
There are now local Information Points in Chipping
being used by the children and we wonder
Norton, Banbury and Bicester. They are open for
whether such expenditure is justified? If you
set times each week; some operate on a “drop in”
have strong views on this matter please let us
basis, while others can be accessed by
know.
appointment. Further information, venues and
contact details are available on oxnet, the web portal
for Oxfordshire’s voluntary sector: www.oxnet.org.uk.
In order to provide a guide to using the resources
available, there will be someone at each Point to introduce
the computer software and signpost visitors to other
sources of information.

VACANCY FOR PARISH
COUNCILLOR
Following the resignation of Archie
Bullard we still have a vacancy on the
Parish Council. Anybody wishing to
become actively involved in local affairs
is asked to contact the clerk, Ken Porter,
on 01295 758352 or at
kenneth_i.porter@virgin.net.

POLICE
Policing for Hook Norton is no longer the responsibility of the Chipping Norton
team. Hooky is now part of the Banbury Rural South neighbourhood area, based
out of Cherwell Valley service station with Sgt Dave Hibbert managing the area.
More information on neighbourhood policing, the priorities for the area and a
monthly newsletter can be found at
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/bcu/oxfordshire/local-policearea/north_oxon/banbury-rural-south-index.htm
The neighbourhood police team in the area can be contacted on 08458 505 505 or
the email address is banburyruralneighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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POST OFFICE NETWORK CHANGE PROGRAMME
In May 2007, following a national public consultation, the
Government announced a range of proposed measures to modernise
and reshape the Post Office Network and put it on a more stable
footing for the future. When developing the Area Plan Proposal for Gloucestershire and
Oxfordshire, Post Office Ltd analysed a number of factors. These included the
proximity of the Post Office® branches proposed for closure to other nearby branches,
the number of customers currently using a particular Post Office® branch, the size
and ability of nearby branches to absorb extra customers.
The Area Plan for Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire published on the 5th February
concluded that Hook Norton Post Office would be retained in the Post Office Network.
Each Area Plan Proposal is subject to local public consultation to ensure that the views
of local people are taken into account before any final decisions are made by Post
Office Ltd. The local public consultation on the Area Plan Proposal for Gloucestershire
and Oxfordshire commenced on the 5th February 2008 and will last for a period of six
weeks, closing on the 17th March 2008.
All being well, Hook Norton Post Office will remain in the Network following the
conclusion of the consultation process, enabling it to continue to serve the residents
of Hook Norton and nearby villages for many years to come.
We would like to thank all those who have voiced their support and concern
throughout the review process and
ask everyone for their continued
support for this truly unique local
service. As the saying goes use it or
lose it.
Kind Regards,
Vicki & Julian Russell

HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
Hook
Norton
Harriers
are
starting a new beginners group
on a Tuesday evening (7pm
Sports and Social Club) for
anyone who would like to start
running at a gentle pace. The
group will be supervised by one
of our experienced runners.
The Harriers are doing well at the
moment. The men's team has
established itself in the top
division of the Oxford Mail Cross
Country League, and has two of
its members selected to run for
Oxfordshire.
We are a small club with a broad
spectrum of ability and we
welcome and support all-comers.
Give it a try - nothing ventured
nothing gained!!
Contact Dee Hailey
on 01869 338942
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Damian and Debbie

Temple Mill Road
Sibford Gower
Nr. Banbury
OX15 5RX

Welcome you to enjoy
the atmosphere of our
16th century thatched Inn.

Tel: 01295 788808

· Recently reviewed in the
Daily Telegraph.

Email:

· Fresh homemade produce,

info@wykhamarms.co.uk

choose from a full
restaurant or bar menu.

Website:
www.wykhamarms.co.uk

· Fantastic family Sunday

Opening Times
11.00am-3.00pm
6.00pm-11.30pm

lunch (booking advised)

· Wi–Fi hot spot service

Bar only Sunday Night
Closed all day Monday
(Except bank holidays)

· Selection of fine wines
and real ales.

· Special occasions catered
for.

Estate Agents and Surveyors

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL
Greetings Spring lovers. Friends of Hook Norton School have several
great events over the next couple of months to help you chuck out the
chintz – and then celebrate with your friends.
First, the chores. If you want to spring clean, you have come to the right
place – why not take part in Bag2School? The Friends are collecting
quality second hand ladies’, men’s and children’s clothing, as well as
bedding, curtains, soft toys, shoes, belts and handbags (no bric-a-brac please), which will
be exchanged for cash. All items should be BAGGED (black sacks will be fine, but official
bags can be obtained from the school office) and brought to the Study Centre at school
on 22 or 23 April (not before as we haven't the storage space!).
Then, there’s the Car Boot & Bike Sale (indoors if wet) Sunday 27 April, 11am 1pm with hot drinks & bacon butties!
If all that activity has left you a bit exhausted, we have some ideas to help you
recuperate. Why not try out our Wine Tasting Evening with Tapas, Saturday 10 May
in the School hall? Guests will have the opportunity to taste a variety of selected wines to
try to identify (no experience necessary, descriptions will be given on the night). You
won’t need to be a wine connoisseur or be a serious wine buff to have a good time –
having no experience can be an advantage! Good friends, good food and good fun fabuloso!
Finally, once you have whet your
palate, why not also come to our
Family Barbeque evening on Friday
20 June? Further details will follow
soon. And don’t forget that we always
need volunteers to help us to raise
money for the school and fund the
new minibus. So don’t be backward in
coming forward.
FOHNS Committee.
Part of HOME THOUGHTS,
FROM ABROAD
O, to be in England
Now that April 's there,
And whoever wakes in England
Sees, some morning, unaware,
That the lowest boughs and the
brushwood sheaf
Round the elm-tree bole are in
tiny leaf,
While the chaffinch sings on the
orchard bough
In England—now!
And after April, when May
follows,
And the whitethroat builds, and
all the swallows!
Robert Browning

Thinking about
alterations to
your property?

Building Services
Contact:
Geoff Sam pson

BSD
BS Design

Drawings Prepared
P lan ning P er missio n & Building
Reg ulation Approval Obtained
FREE no oblig ation site visit

Tel: 07808 906225
Email: geo ff.sampson@tiscali.co.u k
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HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice
01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)

Back Pain, Sports Injury & Headache Clinic
Especially for long term pain
BUPA + PPP
Registered

Hector Wells B.Sc.(Hons)., D.O., G.OsC.,
Registered Osteopath & Associates

· Back and Neck Pains,
· Sciatica, Frozen Shoulder,
· Tennis elbow, Knees and Arthritic
Hips a speciality,
· Pins and needles, Babycolic Clinic
· Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
· Whiplash
· Stress Pain

To avoid disrobing
please wear a loose
T-shirt and
joggers/leggings

For your feet & leg problems

Appointments (01295) 265 267
Monday to Saturday & Evenings
54 Bloxham Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 9JR
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D.Houlton B.Sc.(Hons)
Pod.SRCh. Mchs.
State Registered Podiatrist

HOOK NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH
I was thinking recently what a significant part music plays in our
lives and how much poorer we would be without it. Of course there
are many differing tastes in music and what would be enjoyed by
one person, would be hated by another; but I think all would admit
that without music, life would be decidedly dull.
Music has been an expression of faith for many of the great composers as well as song /
hymn writers. In turn, it is able to inspire and uplift those who hear it. It is just another
of those things God has blessed us with – the ability to make or appreciate music.
It is also one of the means by which we can praise and worship God. Our church
services provide great opportunities for 'singing our socks off' or quietly listening to
music played by others.
For a small church, we have quite a talented music group which regularly comprises
two guitars, two clarinets, a cornet, a violin and a piano – with occasional additions,
and they make a big difference to our worship times.
Two of the music group members, Ruth and Ann Quartermain, took part in the February
'Just Desserts' musical evening, which also featured professional harpsichordist, Helen
Rogers, guitarist/singer Paul Acreman, the Cropredy String Quartet, monologue lady
Hilary Wiseman, Victorian railwayman Martin Quartermain and a short sketch by the
McDonald brothers. That night, over 120 people crammed into our little church to enjoy
the show and the desserts which
followed. Over £750 was raised for the
Cystic Fibrosis Trust.
By the time this item is in print, the
March 'Just Desserts' event will have
taken place and four local people will
have shared their life stories and
musical choices with us. This time, we
are raising money for the Lee
Stratford Community Trust.
So, to all who came, all who donated
all who took part and 'THANKYOU
GOD' for your gift of music as well as
everything else you give us.
Other news; We extend our
congratulations to Ken Conrad who
celebrated his 90th birthday on 30th
March. Ken and Kitty have been
stalwarts of the church for more than
35 years and we owe much to them.
The Wednesday Coffee Mornings have
re-started after several weeks' break.
Drop in for a tea / coffee or a chat also table games, bring and buy,
books to borrow.
Holiday Club 2008 dates; August
4th - 8th
Dorothy Smith 737266,
Rev John Taylor 737315
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Dawn Gosling MAR
Holistic Therapist
Treatment Room –
Bloxham Road, Banbury

Tel: 01295 275 344
Mobile:07949095170

Reflexology
Feeling better is feet away
Email: therapywithdawn@btinternet.com

Website: www.reflexologywithdawn.co.uk

Other treatments available: Indian Head massage, Hopi Ear Candling

Paintings, prints, 3 D objects, certificates photos,
tapestries. Choose all your frames in the comfort of
your home. Phone for a free visit.

Hook Norton (01608)-730 306

Academy Framing

14

Friends of Girlguiding
Oxfordshire

MAY DAY GARDEN PARTY
to be held at
CASTLE HOUSE, BULL RING, DEDDINGTON
On Monday 5th May 2008, 11.00 - 4.00
Come and have an enjoyable time whilst supporting
Oxfordshire Girlguiding. Lots to do for all members of
the family. Refreshments available.
Entrance: 50p or £2.00 per family.
Friends of Girlguiding Oxfordshire has been set up to support Girlguiding
Oxfordshire giving help not only to Jubilee House and Beanwood, but to girls and
women involved in Guiding across the county.

Foodieanna
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ST PETER'S CHURCH
With Easter now over, the next few weeks nevertheless still represent a major time
for Christian celebration and contemplation, with special services on top of the regular
pattern of services at St. Peter’s.
Sunday April 27th is Rogation Sunday, the day when God’s people traditionally
request His blessing on the land, the crops and animals. In fact, during the 17th
century (or thereabouts), Rogation day would have been marked by the parish priest
and villagers processing around all the boundaries of the parish, removing obstacles
and even travelling by boat if boundaries crossed rivers. At various points along the
route, the village boys would be beaten so “they would well remember the bounds of
the parish within which they dwell”. Whilst this particular practice, known as 'beating
the bounds', may have fallen into obscurity, our request for God’s blessing on the land
remains. This year, Rogation Sunday will be marked at St. Peter’s by a 3 pm
Benefice ‘Celebration of Creation’ service, followed by tea. All welcome.
Ascension Day is on Thursday May 1st. Falling 40 days after Jesus’ resurrection,
Ascension day celebrates Jesus’ return to His father in heaven. Please join us for a
special 7.30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion and breakfast. Then, 10 days after
Ascension day (May 11th this year), we celebrate Pentecost (Whit Sunday), when the
Holy Spirit descended on the apostles as tongues of fire. Pentecost falls 50 days after
Jesus’ resurrection, and is commonly considered the ‘birthday’ of the Christian church.
When you think about it, the apostles had shouldered rather a lot by this time. They
had experienced the ultimate grief at the death of their Lord Jesus, and been tested
in their faith by His apparent Resurrection and sporadic appearances and
disappearances over the following weeks. Just as they were beginning to believe He
was truly returned to them, Jesus was reunited with His father in heaven, and the
apostles had to prepare to continue His work alone. God’s gift to them in the form of
the Holy Spirit allowed them to spread Jesus’ word throughout the land, and seed
today’s Christian church. It’s a period we have a lot to be grateful for.
On to other news now, as there are a number of social events which should also make
it into your diaries:
w

April 26th is Quiz Night with supper at St. Peter’s. This is not a ‘fundraiser’,
but is intended to be an evening of family enjoyment, so start sharpening those
brain cells! Further details from Steve and Sheila Smith (730138).

w

Friday April 18th, 7 pm at St. Andrews Church, Great Rollright: Michael
Bawtree presents a dramatic reading of Jerome K. Jerome’s comic classic
‘Three Men in a Boat’. Tickets £10 for performance only, or £15 to include the
performance and a post-performance two-course supper at the village school.
Tickets from Great Rollright Post Office, or call 730888, or email:
rosemullion@cooptel.net.

w

To celebrate St. Peter’s day (June 29th), St. Peter’s is organizing a Barn Dance,
featuring ‘Grandma’s YoYo’, which will be held on Saturday June 28th, at Hook
Norton Primary School Hall. More details to follow!

Special Services:
w Rogation Sunday: Benefice ‘Celebration of Creation’ service, followed by Tea.
Sunday April 27th, 3 pm at St. Peter’s.
wPentecost: Service of Holy Communion, Sunday May 11th, 10 am.
w Ascension Day: Service of Holy Communion, followed by breakfast, at St.
Peter’s. Thursday May 1st 7.30 am.
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Regular Diary Dates:
Fairtrade stalls: Volunteers from St. Peter’s continue run a Fairtrade stall at the
monthly markets in Hook Norton and Swerford. The stalls sell all manner of
Fairtrade foods and beverages, along with gifts and household items. Other items,
including Fairtrade wine, are available to order through the catalogue. Please drop
by and support us! And don’t forget, there is a Fairtrade stall in church after
w

w

w

w
w

the 10 a.m. service every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.
Jesus and Me (JAM) club: Hook Norton Primary School study centre, every
Wednesday, 3.15-4.15 p.m. during term time, for keystage 1 and keystage 2
children (not nursery).
Wheelers and Squealers: Our regular get-togethers for the village tots, tinies
and their parents/carers. 11.00 am at St. Peter’s, every second Thursday of the
month (see posters for confirmation).
Youth Groups: The two Youth Groups each meet once a month. The next
meetings for ‘Energise’, the group for all secondary school-aged children, are on
April 25th and May 16th, 7.30 to 9 p.m., at the Norman Matthews Memorial Hall.
‘Outlook’, which is for teenagers in school year 10 and above, will meet on May
2nd, at 8 p.m., also at the Norman Matthews Memorial Hall. Contact Chris and
Laura, on 737617, for more details, or see the website.
(www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk).
Benefice Prayer meetings: Every third Wednesday of the month. Please see
noticeboard in church porch or the website for dates and venues.
Font Café: 10.00 a.m. ‘til 12.00 noon, every Tuesday and Saturday morning.
Fresh coffee, tea and biscuits, served free of charge. It’s an opportunity to meet
with friends, relax and enjoy a chat. Children and well-behaved dogs welcome! If
anyone would like to help out as a Font Café volunteer, even on an occasional
basis, please speak to Jan Hughes for more information, or pop along during
opening times and speak to any of the helpers on that day! (Please note that
until further notice, Font Cafe will be held at the Norman Matthews
Memorial Hall, next to the library).

Other News:
Sunday July 6th is this year’s Annual Bike Ride from Birmingham to Oxford.
The riders come through Hook Norton, and this year St. Peter’s will be running the
refreshment stop at The Norman Matthews Hall, from 9 am to 4 pm. Do come out
and support the riders on the day.
St. Peter’s is still using the Norman Matthews Memorial Hall (under the Parish
Council’s lease), for the Font Cafe, Youth Groups, and meetings. It is also a
community facility, and is available to hire for suitable events, both regular and ad
hoc. Further details from either myself, or Keith Fowler (737657).
And finally, it’s not too late to make a donation of any amount towards the new chairs
in St. Peter’s. We have already received donations amounting to some 50 per cent of
the total cost of the chairs, and any additional donations are still very welcome,
however small! Anyone donating the cost of a ‘whole chair’, at £75, can also request
a small brass plaque for the back of a chair, which can be engraved, perhaps in
commemoration or as a memorial to family and/or friends. Please speak to either
Keith Fowler (737657) or myself (730818) if you would like to make a donation. Tax
payers can also fill in a short gift-aid form, which also allows us to recoup money from
the taxman!
Sophia Fox, Churchwarden. 730818; sophiafox1@aol.com;
www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk
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FROM HUMBLE HOP TO MARATHON PINT!!
Well, it has been an exhausting, terrifying and
exciting few weeks. I have suffered aches and
pains in places I didn’t even know I had, battled
with man flu, faced a herd of homicidal cows and
lost many of my good friends as Gill has researched
the health benefits of beer for long-distance
runners. I have been on my first publicity tour (at
the Fox FM studios) and have made many friends
including Sir Ian Botham, Bear Grylls, Roger Protz
and Dave Spikey. I am having a running vest made
for me by a Harrods tailor and I have my very own
account manager at Leukaemia Research who, as
I write, is shopping in his local supermarket, trying
to find a mannequin the same size as me for the tailor.
Remember, you can read the full story on my website – www.marathonpint.co.uk
So far I have run a total of 178 miles, with another
124 to go before Marathon Day. Gill will have done
401 but she didn’t have to spend 2 weeks in bed
fighting for her life. Whether I shall manage to drag
her round the whole 26 miles remains to be seen –
our last long run was 18 miles and she couldn’t get
up the stairs afterwards. In the very first marathon,
held in London exactly 100 years ago, the runners
were each supported by a cyclist who provided
encouragement, water and, in the case of the Italian Dorando Pietri, chianti. Gill has
checked but was disappointed to find that this is no longer allowed.
We have had an enormous amount of support from His Holiness Mr James Clarke and
31 of the Hook Norton pubs are running sweepstakes for people to guess my finish
time in the marathon. There are some great prizes on offer including wine, beer,
meals, overnight accommodation and one very large cash prize! Sweepstakes are
also being run in the Village Shop, the Sports and Social club and Salon 2 with more
great prizes on offer there. I’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has been
so generous in donating prizes.
And now for the serious bit and the reason
I’m doing this. From leukaemia being an
almost certain death sentence 40 years
ago, 8 out of 10 children survive
nowadays. This is partly due to the
fantastic amount of money raised by the
people of Hook Norton in the last 20 years
– £196, 447.26 to be precise!! There are only 40 Leukaemia Research places in the
London Marathon and we have been given one because they know that the village will
support us and help us to reach our target of £4000 – which will take us over
£200,000! But we are still a long way off so please help – visit all the pubs, do your
weekly shop in the village shop, get your hair done at Salon 2 and then go for a drink
at the Sports and Social Club – all for charity! And if you’ve got any money left after
all that, visit my fundraising page at www.justgiving.com/marathonpint - and please
can a few more people sponsor Gill not to drink me before we get to the finish line?
Otherwise I’m doomed!!
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SHOWROOM / WORKSHOP
Specialists In Antique &
Modern
Re-Upholstery
Quality Hand-Made Curtains
Pelmets & Blinds
Tailor-Made Loose Covers
Designer Fabrics
Wallpapers & Paints
VISIT OUR CRAFTSMEN AT
WORK
Buckingham Road
Industrial Estate
8d Boundary Road
Brackley NN13 7ES
01280 704437
Free Estimates & Design
Service
Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm Saturday 9am to lpm
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www.gmlawrencefurnishings.co.uk

HOOK NORTON LIBRARY
Opening Hours :

Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

2-5pm 6-7pm
2-5pm
2-5pm 6-7pm
9.30am-12.30pm

We've been busy here with lots of children’s activities.
During half term Anna White, children’s librarian from
Banbury entertained 4 to 7 year olds with a storytime, and for
0 to 3 year olds a rhymetime. Both of which proved very popular,
our next rhymetimes are Monday 31st March and Monday 28th April
2.00 till 2.30pm. All 0 to 3 year olds welcome, no ticket needed.
We also had a wonderful visit from children’s author Nick Ward who entertained Year
4 of Hook Norton Primary School telling us all about the journals of Charlie Small. The
children were all so well behaved and asked very intelligent questions and we were
all enthralled.
The annual plant and book sale is to take place on the 10th May, do come along, we've
ordered better weather this year as it was a little bit damp last time so you never
know the sun may shine!
Don't forget we recycle batteries and once again our tube is filling up nicely. If anyone
has Sainsbury's vouchers I know the primary school is collecting them, if you can't
take them there just drop them off here and we will pass them on.
The Friends of Hook Norton Library are now supplying the Oxford Times weekly and
we are piloting other magazines, we may start subscribing to the Four Shires
depending on the readership
once we have trialled it in
April. Still the most popular
magazine is Hello which is
donated weekly by someone
and then passed on to
Are you holding an event that you need to
Woodstock Library. If anyone
hire cutlery and crockery for?
has any suggestions of any
magazines they would like to
I have enough for 120 people including
see in the library, do let me
know and we'll trial them. We
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls
do have a box of past copies
and serving spoons.
of magazines which anyone
can help themselves to or
15p an item, and return it dirty!
swap
their
own
read
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.
magazines for.
Finally, don't forget our new
From private dinner parties for 10
opening times, we are still
open
till
7.00pm.
two
to the one off party for 120 guests
evenings in the week and now
all you need to do is call:
you are able
to enjoy
refreshments in the adjoining
hall every Saturday morning.
Looking forward to seeing you
all again soon.
Janet May,
Hook Norton Library

lery
C ut

and Crockery for Hi
re

Vicky Taylor
on
01295 788924/ 07841910037
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Create a new fully fitted kitchen,
bedroom, study or bathroom
- without leaving your sofa.
Dovecote is an established Adderbury based business,
offering a great range of quality fitted home furniture.
We provide everything you need, for your new room all brought to your door
· Large range of door and surface samples all available for
home selection
· Design and layout service -no more guessing or compromising, we accurately measure your room, then design and build to
fit
· .Installation and finishing to the highest standards
for more information visit
www.dovecotekitchens.co.uk
or telephone 01295812856
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MUSIC AT THE CROSSROADS 2008
Saturday 5th July
Planning for this years M@C is progressing well.
The line up of bands is complete and includes
a great selection of local, familiar and new
acts to support the headline act THE MANFREDS. Check out www.themanfreds.com
Line up is:

THE MANFREDS
LEATHERAT
DEJA VOODOO
DUSTY MUZZLE
THE OOLITES
FIDDLE BOP
PAUL ACREMAN

THE SIRENS CALL
THE MACHINE BREAKERS
RELAY
OBLIVION SEEKERS
BECKY WATKINS
M-P-G

Tickets: With the ever increasing costs of organising M@C and pressure to keep
ticket prices low, plus feedback from previous years we have a new ticket pricing for
2008, which we trust will be well received.
Children:
Aged 10 or under:
FREE - yes FREE!
(max 3 free children per paying adult)
Youth:
Aged 11-17:
£7 in advance £9 on the day
Adult:
Aged 18 and over:
£14 in advance £18 on the day
Early booking price freeze!!
To acknowledge that M@C is a village event and to try and enable as many of the
village to attend, we have a special price freeze on 2007 prices for HOOK NORTON
RESIDENTS ONLY. So for tickets purchased before May 10th the prices will be:
Youth (aged 11-17) :
just £5
Adult: 18 and over:
£10
Watch the village notice boards, the shop and pubs for further information.
Kids:
As well as the music, planning is also underway for an even
wider selection of children’s entertainment for this year –
however if you have an idea for a stall or activity please
contact us.
Website: www.hookymusic.co.uk For 2008 we also have a
great new look to our website which has some additional
functions including on-line ticket ordering as well as all the
details for M@C. A big thank you to Emma Kane of
www.iknowthe.net for all her help.
Camping: We have arranged camping to be available this year, for a small charge,
in the field by the vets. So you can now invite even more fiends and family to M@C
without having to put them up! See website for details. Big thanks to Ray Gasson for
all his help.
So keep July 5th free for a great Music at the Crossroads 2008. Thank you
Contact HNCA via Pete Watkins 737143 or Peter Skelton 730415
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Paul Austin
Electrical services
Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 737031 Mobile: 07970 457291
Sockets ~ Lights ~ Extensions ~ Re-wires
Domestic
Agricultural & Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
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HOOKY PLAYERS :- SUMMER PRODUCTION
Following on from the successful production of this years
Pantomime, the Hooky Players are putting on their 15th production
as a summer play to be performed on June the 5th 6th and 7th at the
Memorial Hall.
The play “Strictly for the Birds” is a thriller set in a fashionable area
of London in the 1950’s that will keep the audience glued to their seats
as the plot unfolds right to the very end. Written by Don Woods and performed in
conjunction with Josef Weinberger Ltd., tickets will be available from the usual box
office. Watch out for posters around the village and don’t miss the opportunity to see
this gripping play.
Produced by Brian Rider and directed by Richard Wheelton, the Summer Production
introduces a number of new members on the stage, a performance not to be missed.
Richard Wheelton

THE WARRINER CHORAL SOCIETY
There can be few people in western nations who have not heard of “The Barber of
Seville” and fewer still, even without a musical background, who do not recognize the
overture to “William Tell”!
The music of Gioachino Rossini remains as light, enjoyable and popular as ever.
“I was born for comic opera” he said, but amongst his later compositions are a couple
of sacred pieces in which his operatic
style and romanticism persist.
The Warriner Choral Society shall
be performing Rossini’s ‘Petite
Messe Solennelle’ on Saturday 10th
May in Deddington, at the Church of
St Peter & St Paul. His irrepressible
sparkle is characterised in a comment
of the time that the Petite Messe
Solennelle was “neither little, nor
solemn, nor particularly liturgical”!
Accompaniment
shall
include
a
harmonium as, no doubt, he would
have wanted.
The performance shall commence at
7.30 pm and there shall be
refreshments during the evening.
Tickets (£8 and £7 concs) are
obtainable from Hayward White
(Deddington),
One
Man
Band
(Banbury), Bloxham Post Office, Jenny
on 01295 721224, or on the door.

April showers
Bring forth May Flowers ...
mid-16th century proverb

O how this spring of love resembles
The uncertain glory of an April day
Shakespeare
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Structural & Civil Engineering Consultancy
Work undertaken in the following areas:
Ø
Ø
Ø

Refurbishment & conversions
Domestic new build & extensions
Commercial & Industrial buildings

Specialist areas of work:
Ø
Ø
Ø

Stonework
Oak framed structures
3D Engineering

Tel: 0845 241 4705
Mob: 07813 694 680

Email: sean@solid-structures.com
www.solid-structures.com

Solid Stuctures (UK) LTD, The Brewery, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon OX15 5NY

Plumbing & Heating

Please Telephone 01608 737550
(Answer Machine)

HOOKY PET AND HOME CARE
Pets fed and fussed whilst owners away
Pet and house sitting service

Please call Hilary Wiseman
01608 730090
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES
We have had the usual
active time at guides since
the
last
newsletter
in
February. Amy Hambidge
organised for Fred from
Dogs for the Disabled to
come
to
our
meeting,
bringing with him Higgins, a
very nice black Labrador.
Fred showed us a video,
which pointed out the
necessity for disabled people
to have dogs like Higgins to
help them in their every day
life. Amy is in the process of
doing some fund raising for
Dogs for the Disabled please support her if you can.
For Mothers Day, as well as making 50 lavender bags for St Peters Church, Kate
organised for the girls to make earrings for their mothers and to make a little
cardboard box for them to go in, she also arranged for Kirsty to come to our meeting,
to show the girls how they could do a hand and foot massage and how to paint nails.
This was put to good use the following week, 3rd March, as the guides invited their
mothers along to have a pamper session - hand and foot massage, with nail painting
and face mask, followed by tea and chocolate biscuits. This was a huge success and
I am sure the mothers enjoyed the session and were sent home with a daffodil at the
end of the evening.
Over the next few weeks we shall be concentrating on our Cherwell Spectacular act,
ready for the show in April, together with planning for our camp, which will take place
at the end of May.
In April, please look out for the girlguiding Hook Norton group doing the
annual litter pick - we shall be out there in force de-cluttering the streets
of Hook Norton!
Lastly, we are very sad to hear that we shall be loosing Kate Rudd, our
parent helper in the next few weeks. She has been wonderful - bringing
great ideas and activities for the girls to do and giving 100% commitment
to us all. Thank you so much Kate for all your help - we wish you and
your family all the best in your new venture. If anyone would like to
consider helping with guides - not necessarily going into uniform, but helping
particularly on a Monday night - you don't have to have girls in guides! I started when
my two were just 1 and 3 years old! If you remember having a great time in brownies
and guides when you were younger, perhaps you are just the right person we are
looking for? Please have a good read of the centre pages, which tell you a lot about
guiding in Hook Norton and get in touch if you think you may like to give it a try.
1st Hook Norton Guides will once again be collecting the Sainsbury Active Kids
vouchers. If you would like to donate them to us, we would be very grateful as last
year, we were able to get some good equipment for the girls to use at the meetings.
If you have any vouchers, please let me know, or drop them through my door please?
Julie Wood, 01608 737998, julie@hookiewood.freeserve.co.uk
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ROLAND PADBURY
We have received a letter from Roland Padbury's daughter, Jane Jewkes who
writes;
“I am writing to ask if you would kindly announce the death of my father in your
next newsletter. His name is Roland Padbury. He died suddenly last year on 8th
February, aged 85. He moved to Wolverhampton after the war, where he met and
married my mother, Violet.
Dad kept in continual contact with the village and received your newsletter every
month. He passed on his love of the village to me.. and we continued to visit until
recently.
Unfortunately, I have not been able to find dad's address book so that I could
inform his old friends in the village of his passing.
My dad's late aunt, Minnie Padbury, always welcomed us and my family but now
that she is dead, I have no way of informing dad's 'old pals'. Could you please
therefore mention his death in the newsletter? Thank you very much.
We still love Hooky and visit whenever possible, especially to visit the Brewery
where my grandad, Harry Padbury worked for many years and lived in the cottage
at the end of the lane. Happy Times!

SIDNEY HERBERT WOODWARD

BETTY BISHOP

My father, Sidney Herbert Woodward
died on 14th November 2007 in
Gloucestershire.
He was born on 22nd October 1912 in
Hook Norton and was one of a long line
of Woodwards who were born, lived and
died in Hook Norton.
He leaves a widow and myself, his
daughter (plus grandchildren and great
grand children).
Ann Skene

Helen, Stephen, Shaun and Donald
would like to thank everyone for their
cardsand
for
their
very
kind
messages of support and sympathy
following their recent bereavement.
Special thanks to Christopher Turner,
Janet Collins and the choir for the
wonderful service and also for
everyone's
generous
donations
towards St Peter's Church.
Helen Yule

ADLESTROP LITERARY FESTIVAL
The inaugural Adlestrop Literary Festival is being held on Thursday June 5th at
2.30pm at Adlestrop Park. The proceeds from the Festival will be donated to St.
Mary Magdalene Church, Adlestrop for urgent repairs of the
building.
Charlotte Mosley, daughter in law of the third Mitford sister, will
give an illustrated talk on her widely acclaimed book, ‘Letters
Between Six Sisters’ with Deborah, Dowager Duchess
of Devonshire, the sixth Mitford sister whose latest
book is entitled ‘Counting My Chickens’.
Tickets are £45, to include champagne reception and a
Dayleford Organic afternoon tea, are available from Roger
Turner at Lower Farm Barn, Adlestrop, Moreton in Marsh, Glos
GL56 0YR Telephone 01608 658496.
For more information visit www.adlestropfestival.org.uk or contact
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Swalcliffe Park Equestrian
Livery Yard & Cross Country
Swalcliffe Grange Banbury Oxon OXI5 5EX
(formally Grange Farm Stables)

Cross Country Course

Full Livery

with training fields
Jumps 2'3"-3'6"
2 water complex
Available for Hire
Contact 01295 780206

in small exclusive yard
set in quiet rural surroundings
Floodlit school.

LOGS
LOGS FOR SALE
Full/Half/Mixed Loads
Bags Available
Tel: 01608 737728
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DEVIZES TO WESTMINSTER INTERNATIONAL CANOE MARATHON
This year I am taking part in the Canoe Marathon, which is an endurance race, 125
miles long with 75 portages (going around locks). I am paddling in a K2 with Michael
Punter (Grunt), we are both members of Banbury & District Canoe Cub. The event
starts at the bottom of the Devizes lock flight, it includes going on the Kennet and
Avon canal and then onto the Thames to finish outside the Houses of Parliament.

We will be doing this over 4 days - on the first day (Good Friday) 34 miles, then 35 miles,
on Saturday then 37 miles on Easter Sunday and finally on the Monday, the last stretch
is on the tidal section of the Thames, which means we start when the tide is high. On
Easter Monday this means starting at 4.30am!! Over the whole weekend we aim to do it
under 24 hours. I have been doing specific training for this event and I hope to complete
it, which will be a big achievement before I go to university in September.
I have chosen Myeloma UK due to my mum's friend, Hilary, being diagnosed with
Myeloma in July 2006. Myeloma is a rare cancer of blood plasma cells, which can
cause bone pain and fractures, kidney damage, anaemia and fatigue. It is treatable,
but as yet there is no cure. Any money raised will go towards supporting patients with
Myeloma and their families and friends and funds research into new treatments.
www.justgiving.com/KWDW008 is the site where you can make donations if you wish.
Donating through this site is simple, fast and totally secure. It is also the most
efficient way to sponsor me: Myeloma UK will receive your money faster and, if you
are a UK taxpayer, an extra 28% in tax will be added to your gift at no cost to you.
Many thanks for your support. Katie Wood, aged 18, pink_penguin_16@hotmail.co.uk
[As I get this newsletter ready in my nice warm house, the snow is swirling
outside in the strong north wind and Kathy has been CANOEING on a canal since
the early hours! Mad or brave? Either way, the girl deserves our support. Ed.]
31

DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors
6a Market Place, Chipping Norton.
Oxfordshire. OX7 5NA
Tel: 01608 643036 Fax: 01608 641025
Conveyancing (written quotations on request). Matrimonial
problems (SFLA Member). Wills. Probate. Accident claims and
General family business.
Home visits arranged for the housebound in the Hook Norton area.
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FIREFIGHTERS – ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
BECOMING ONE??
Recruitment Open Evening – Monday 28th April
2008 – 7PM
Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service has launched a
recruitment campaign to fill a number of vacancies for Retained Duty System
(part-time) firefighters at Hook Norton Fire Station.
Ideally, we want to have a pool of up to 14 people so that the station’s fire appliances
are available to attend emergency incidents in Hook Norton and the surrounding area
24 hours a day. At the moment we only have 10 people, which means we sometimes
have to send in appliances from further afield.
Could you be a Retained Duty System (RDS) firefighter in Hook Norton, or do you
know someone who would be interested in becoming one?
RDS firefighters are paid staff who do the same job as full-time firefighters. Many of
Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service's 350 or so RDS firefighters combine this work with
their day job.
We are hoping that people who haven’t previously considered applying will stop and
ask themselves whether they can, in fact, provide cover at critical times of the day or
night. For example, someone who can be on call for the six hours between the
morning and afternoon school runs, coupled with some evening and weekend hours,
can make the difference between Hook Norton Fire Station being able to respond to
a call for help, or a possible delay while firefighters from another station are mobilised.
Like their full-time colleagues, RDS firefighters are
trained and equipped to deal with a wide range of
incidents and situations. These include fires, road
traffic collisions and protecting the community through
fire safety work. The difference is that RDS staff are
not based in a fire station - instead, they are on
standby waiting to be called out. They may be at home,
working for themselves or working for a company that
allows them to leave work to attend an emergency call.
Their on-call time can be a combination of daytime,
evening and weekend hours. They are paid for being on call and called out, and are
entitled to paid holidays, sick pay and membership of a pension scheme.
There are benefits for employers who release staff to be RDS firefighters too. The
employee will be professionally trained to deal with emergencies, and an RDS
firefighter on the staff could help save lives and property in the event of an
emergency. Staff can also be trained for further qualifications such as health and
safety and first aid, which could help the business as well.
To be a retained firefighter you need to be at least 18 years old, physically fit and live
and/or work close to the fire station. Just as important are qualities like common
sense, commitment, enthusiasm and the ability to work as a member of a team.
If you would like to find out more about working as an RDS firefighter in
Hook Norton, or if you are an employer interested in allowing your
employees to participate, you can call in to our recruitment open evening on
Monday 28th April 2008 from 7pm If you cannot make it, you can call in on
a Wednesday night between 7pm – 9pm, speak to any Hooky Firefighter or
please ring the 24 hour information hotline on 0800 5870870.
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PAINTING AND DECORATING
Master Craftsman

David Green
Specialist in: Wallpapering, Decorative Effects, Spraying, Tiling,
Coving, Glazing, all Interior/Exterior Painting.
References and portfolio available.
Competitive Prices.

Tel: 01295 721206. Mobile: 07790 394625
FRANCIS MORDAUNT

MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the Open College of Foot Health Professionals
Member of the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
To enquire about a home visit please telephone:

01295 730615
Professional Foot Care in Your Own Home
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Girlguiding in Hook Norton
Are you aged between 18 and 65?
Are you ready to discover a whole new world of
Fun, Friendship and Adventure?

Girls from 5 to 25 are already enjoying the benefits of
Girlguiding, but we need more adults to help with
Rainbows (5-7yrs), Brownies (7-10), Guides (10-14) and the
Senior Section (14-25)

Can you help?

Do you have skills
you would like to share?

Have you got
energy, a sense
of humour
and lots of
enthusiasm?

Do you have
lots of activity ideas?

There are so
many of us on
the Rainbow
waiting list that
we won’t all
get a chance to
join unless
another unit
starts up.

Do you love
outdoor adventures?

Are you a whiz
with bookkeeping?

Do you enjoy
being part of a team?

Having any one of these
qualities makes you an ideal
Guider

Girlguiding offers you their support if you can give up some of your time
for the benefit of the next generation

To find out more
Check out the web site at: www.girlguiding.org.uk
or contact Jenny Bruton on 01608 737542 jenny.bruton@virgin.net
or Diana Barber on 01608 737428 diana@geminis.freeserve.co.uk

Hook Norton

In 2 years time, Girlguiding
will be 100 years old.
Would you like to be involved
during this momentous time in
the history of the largest
voluntary youth organisation?

Girlguiding UK has around 580,000 members. It is part of a worldwide Movement that enables girls
and young women, whatever their background or ability, to realise their full potential and take an
active and responsible role in today’s society. This is achieved through an enjoyable programme
of activities provided by 60,000 trained adult volunteer Leaders. It offers a girls-only space. This
means that girls and young women, who may have less self-esteem and self-confidence than boys,
are able to assert themselves, make decisions, take on positions of responsibility and work in teams
in an environment which best suits them.
Guiding provides

developing
personal values

new

experiences

Contributing to society—litter-picking

teamwork

leadership

skills

self-respect / self-confidence

self-awareness

a variety of opportunities
for girls and young
women.
thinking for themselves
Helpers are vital to
& making decisions .
guiding. Girlguiding UK has
recommended ratios of
pride in accomplishment
adults
to
children,
dependent on the age group, so it is vital that units have committed helpers. For example,
one additional Unit Helper for a Brownie unit can mean that up to eight more girls can join.
If you can help on a regular basis, once a week or fortnight, you could become a Unit Helper,
assisting the unit Leader. it's your chance to get stuck into a wide range of games and
activities enjoyed by the girls.
Maybe you are qualified to drive a minibus. Help in transporting girls and/or equipment
ensures that more activities can happen in different places – from an evening at the swimming
pool to a residential trip.

Girlguiding’s WOMEN IN THE LEAD survey
shows that skills and values learnt in Guiding help lead to successful life.

•

Two-thirds of Award Winning Women surveyed have been members of Girlguiding and say it
contributed to their success.

•

Over three quarters felt that having access to female-only spaces helps young women become
more successful in later life.

•

Over two-thirds said that if they had a daughter they would like her to be in guiding.

Did you know that you spend on average 2,592 hours asleep each year? You also spend 1,139
hours surfing the net, 895 hours watching TV and 1,092 hours doing the housework if you’re a
woman or 510 hours doing the housework if you’re a man!
Can you spare 12 hours (or more) of your time to do something for girls this year? If so, you can
take part in our 12 Hour Challenge.
There is no set agenda for the challenge so you have complete control over how you spend the
12 hours. You could do anything from helping a group of Brownies towards getting their
Gardener badge to ordering their uniform for them. If you love cooking, why not share your
skills with a group of Guides on camp or if you’re a whizz with numbers help out with a unit’s
accounts. You could complete the 12 hours in one go, or spread it out over 12 months.
We have 50,000 girls and young women on our waiting-to-join lists. By volunteering as a helper
you'll enable several of these girls to take part in guiding and allow their lives to change,
benefiting the community as a whole.

Have a look at the ‘join us’ information on the Guiding website to see examples of
what you could offer : www.girlguiding.org.uk

Guiding changes volunteers' lives
As a volunteer you will get a great sense of satisfaction from watching the girls and young women
in your unit develop their confidence and skills, as well as have lots of fun. In addition, working to
improve your community both directly with the girls and possibly outside the unit on community
projects will give you a huge sense of personal achievement.
As a volunteer you’ll also gain from the experience by making new friends and learning new skills
such as leadership and organisational abilities that you can use at work or put on a CV. All with
the help and support of the UK’s largest voluntary youth organisation.

Girlguiding UK enables girls and young women
to develop their potential

ABINGDON DRAGON BOAT RACES SUNDAY 11TH MAY 2008
The Rotary Club of Abingdon Vesper are holding their annual
charity Dragon Boat Race day on Sunday 11 May 2008.
The races will be held this year near to Abingdon Lock as the
location where we have held the races in the past became
unavailable.
We are now looking for teams to enter the event, and wondered
if this would be of interest to organisations within your village.
Teams raise funds for their own organisations by way of
sponsorship, and we ask for a donation of 1/3 of that raised for our Rotary funds.
This event usually raises up to £30,000 in total for charity, and is a highly enjoyable
day for all of those who take part – and those who support and spectate.
On the day there are also craft stalls, a fun fair, food and drink, and a raffle, which
this year is raising funds for Oxpip, a local charity which supports parents with
babies to develop
more loving and
secure relationships.
Full details of the day
are available from our
website
http://www.abingdonrotary.org.uk which
also includes details of
our support to a
number of local and
international charities
and organisations.
Please e-mail myself
or db2008@abingdonrotary.org.uk for more
information.
If you know of any
other organisations
who may be interested
please pass on this
information. It makes
a great team building
event.
Other website links:
Oxpip
http://oxpip.org.uk/
Rotary International
www.ribi.org
Many thanks,
Richard Benton,
Rotary Club of
Abingdon Vesper
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Opening times
Mon-Thurs 11:00-3:00 / 6:00-11:00
Fri-Sat 11:00-3:00 / 6:00-12:00
Sun 12:00-3:00 / 7:00-11:00
HIGH STREET
HOOK NORTON
BANBURY
OXON
OX15 5NH

www.the-suninn.com
E-mail:
joyce@thesuninn.fsnet.co.uk

Pleased to Introduce our New
Spring Menu
Evening Menu
Appetisers
Flat Bread Rosemary and Garlic £1.95
Mixed Olives £3.50

Starters
Homemade Chicken Liver Pate, Infused with
Rosemary, Port and Brandy, served with
Dressed Leaves and Toasted Bread £5.95
Potted Brown Shrimps with Mixed Herbs,
Lemon Juice Baby Capers Served with
Toasted Soda Bread £5.95
Smoked Lamb Caesar Salad £7.25
(Bacon, Croutons, Parmesan, Anchovies,
Caesar Dressing)
Moules Mariniere £6.50
(Onions, garlic, thyme, white wine, and
finished with cream)
Homemade Soup of the Day £3.75
Platter of Scottish Smoked Salmon, Capers,
Citrus Wedge and Dressed Salad £5.95
Deep Fried Breaded Whitebait served with
Salad Dressed leaves and Homemade Tartar
dressing £5.95
Cauliflower and Onion Bhaji with Coriander,
Chilli and Lime Cous Cous
Served with Mango and Mint Yoghurt £5.95
Salad of Feta Cheese, Sunblushed Tomatoes,
Kalamata Olives and Marinated Mushrooms
finished with Parmesan Shavings £6.50

Main Course
28-Day Mature Aberdeen Angus Rib Eye Steak,
served with Caesar Salad and Dauphinoise
Potatoes or Chips £14.95
Creamy Chicken, Bacon and Mushroom Crepe
topped with melted Gruyere Cheese and served
with dressed Salad £10.50
Pear, Fig and Red Onion Cheesecake served
with Roasted Baby Beet and Confit Tomato
Salad, Beetroot and Balsamic Dressing £9.50
Panfried Calves Liver, colcannon,
(Irish style Mash and Cabbage)
Red Wine and Onion Jus £14.50
Roasted Shoulder of Lamb Marinated in
Rosemary and Garlic with Creamed Cabbage,
Dauphinoise Potatoes and Roast Gravy £13.50
Italian Style Meatballs, Spaghetti and Rustic
Tomato Sauce, Gratinated with Trio of Italian
Cheese £9.50
Homemade Provencale Herb Gnocchi,
Ratatouille of Vegetables, Tomato Sauce,
Mozzarella and Parmesan Cheese £9.50

Take Out Menu
March 08
Peppered Steak and Mushroom Pie,
served with
Vegetables and Potatoes £6.50
Roast Sirloin of Beef served with
Vegetable, Potatoes and Gravy £6.50
Freshly Battered Fish and Chips £4.95
Roast Marinated Lamb served with
Vegetables, Potatoes and Gravy £8.25
4oz Marinated Rump Steak served
with Salad and Chips £6.25
Smoked Salmon Salad and Chips
£6.50
Cold Roast Beef Salad and Chips
£6.50
Honey Baked Ham Salad and Chips
£6.50
Italian Style Meatballs, Spaghetti and
Rustic Tomato Sauce, Mozzarella and
Parmesan Cheese £6.50

Crispy Confit of Barbary Duck, served with
colcannon (Irish style Mash and Cabbage)
Bacon, Shallots, and Redwine Jus £11.95

Breaded Whole tail Scampi and Chips
£6.95

Toad in the Hole with Gloucester Old Spot
Sausages, Creamed Cabbage, Dauphinoise
Potatoes and a Jug of Onion Gravy £9.95

Homemade Provencale Herb Gnocchi,
Ratatouille of Vegetables,
TomatoSauce, Mozzarella and
Parmesan Cheese£6.50

Irresistible Old Classics

Thai style Chicken Laksa £6.50
(Broth)

Peppered Steak and Mushroom Pie topped with
short crust Pastry served with Chips and
Vegetables £9.50

Main Course
Fresh Fish

Traditional Fish and Chips cooked in Batter
with Salad and Citrus wedge £9.25

For a large Selection of Fresh Fish
Please refer to our extensive Fish Board
located in the Snug

Large Moules Mariniere (white wine, onions,
garlic thyme finished with cream) served with
Chips £9.95
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Homemade Ribeye Steak
Cheeseburger, Herb Focaccia Bread,
Mayonnaise Salad and Fries £6.50

Available
Lunch Between 12 / 2pm
Evening Between 6 / 9pm

MUSEUM NEWS
During the evening of February 19th 2008 over eighty voices were heard singing the
hymn 'Angel Voices Ever Singing' in the Village and Brewery Museums in Brewery Lane.
It was a moving occasion and took place at the dedication of the mechanism of the former
Parish Church Tower clock in its new home.
Some years earlier when disability measures in St Peter's Church had made the clock
mechanism redundant, the late David Clarke, Managing Director of Hook Norton Brewery,
arranged to store the machinery in the Brewery. It was his intention to see it restored
and working and housed in the museums above the new Visitor Centre at the Brewery.
Sadly, David did not live to see his wish fulfilled, but others were able to carry out his
wishes. David's widow, Paula and his son James were at the forefront of an effort to raise
enough money to get this done and both made generous contributions. The Local History
Group, village organisations and members of the public were very supportive. Museum
officers also worked hard at encouraging fundraising and in finding a suitable restorer for
the clock.
It was the inspiration of one of the Museum Curators, Patrick Summerell, to contact the
original makers, J Smith and Sons of Derby and this proved to be an excellent move. The
Reverend John Acreman conducted the ceremony, dedicating the newly restored clock
mechanism to the memory of the late David Clarke. It was a moving and thoughtful
address based on the concept of time and set the tone for the whole occasion.
Do come and look at the mechanism in its present surroundings with its bright new clock
face. It is a joyful sight. The Museum Curators would now like to thank all those who
worked so hard and in so many
ways to help make this project
successful and worthwhile. They
are delighted to be able to do so.
Patrick Summerell, Barbara
Summerell & Barbara Hicks
Museum Staff

TEST YOUR WITS!
The Hook Norton
Pre-School
Playgroup
are holding a
Quiz
at the
Sports and Social Club
on
May 9th
at 8pm.
Teams of four £10 per team.

at SIBFORD GOWER VILLAGE HALL
on
SATURDAY 19th APRIL
from
12.OO - 3.30 p.m
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A.L SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton. OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112

MJB General Services Limited
Qualified Electrician ● Painting ● Decorating
Carpentry ● Brickwork ● Property Maintenance
No job too small ● All work considered
No obligation quotations ● Fully insured
2 Nil Farm Cottages, Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 730322 or 07711 669434

Khosravi Persian Carpets
Experience the beauty of a hand-made Persian rug direct
from Iran in your home.
No obligation to purchase.
Elegance that will last a lifetime at a price you can afford.
Please telephone Sakine Faulkner for an
appointment - 01 608 7301 94
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON
COMMUNITY LIBRARY
We shall be holding our annual
BOOK and PLANT SALE
at THE LIBRARY, HOOK NORTON
on SATURDAY, 10 MAY 2008
from 9.30 am onwards
This year we are collecting books well in advance of the day, so if you
have any second-hand books of any sort in good condition, please
divert them from your charity shoe-box and phone Olwen Goodwin on
737283, who will give you the address of the collecting point in the
Village most convenient to you.
Plants will be very welcome on the day.

Tired? Stressed? Back ache? Chronic aches and pains?

Reflexology

can help
A simple and relaxing therapy involving gentle pressure on the hands
and feet which:
v Stimulates the body's own healing ability to relieve a wide range of
ailments
v Helps to soothe and relax the whole body and mind
v Balances and restores the free flow of energy throughout the body
For more information or discussion without commitment ring

Angela Way
M.A.R., A.R.T.(Reg), Ad.V.R.T.(Reg), M.I.C.R.

Registered Practitioner
01608 730245
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Faul kner Associate s
Char te red Acc ountants
Do you need assistance with Sage or other accounting packages?
Are bookkeeping and payroll duties interfering with the running of
your business?
Do you want to start up your own company?
Please contact Sakine Faulkner BS c ACA for all your accounting needs.
Tel: 01608 730 194 Mob: 07947 630 505
email: sakine@faulknerassoc.co.uk

Busy Bees Craft Club
Hook Norton Baptist Hall
Last Thursday in the month
7 – 10pm
Starting March
Tel: 01608 737764

MICHAEL HEMMINGS
Carpenter & Joiner

Tel: 01608 737069
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, DOORS,
WINDOWS, PURPOSE MADE JOINERY, HOME
IMPROVEMENTS, RESTORATION WORK.
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THE NEXT INSTALMENT FOR HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND !!
Engagements for 2008 are rolling in - the year is going to be a busy & varied one.
Our next Concert is at Holy Trinity Church, Stratford on Avon on
Saturday the 12th April 7.30pm in aid of raising funds for this fine
& historic building. This is followed by our ever popular Spring
Concert in St.Peter's Church, Hooky on the evening of Sunday the
27th April, again at 7.30pm. Admission is free with a retiring
collection for Band funds, please do come along & support us. We
are busily rehearsing a new & varied programme of music to suit
all tastes and the training band will also be taking part.
An engagement with a difference is planned in Finstock village
for the 17th May. This is a village re-enactment of their Village Club Day March, last
taking place a Century ago. This has involved eight members of the Band being
measured up for Victorian high collar uniforms & peaked caps, to re-enact the
photograph taken all those years ago, together with villagers in Victorian attire. We
shall be recovering our own large Victorian Bass Drum for this event,currently on loan
to Hooky village museum, and to ensure all is "in period" have drawn from our music
library original music from the period - all very yellow & aged - having not been
played for many years !!
Two of our musicians aren't well at the moment; one being
Paul Roberts, those who come to our Concerts will know
Paul as the fine Baritone singer. We wish both Paul & Mike
a speedy recovery.
Our 2008 Annual General Meeting
was held at the Brewery Visitors
Centre courtesy of James Clarke, on
the evening on Monday the 10th
March. A full committee has been re-elected & all business was
happily concluded in just over half an hour !!
The annual presentation of awards resulted in the Ernest Jones
Cup for effort & commitment being awarded to Bill Randall; the
Presidents Cup for most improved senior player to Nigel
Greaves & the Glynn Trophy for most improved junior player
to Philip Tolmie - well done to all.
After the meeting a short concert was performed for members
of the public & friends of the Band.
As always, if you play brass & are interested in joining us, we
are a friendly bunch of all ages - currently having 25 musicians
in the main Band & approx. 6 in the training band. We practice at Banbury School
each Monday evening. Please give me a call on 01608 737269 and I will be pleased
to tell you more !!
Martin Quartermain
"It was a wonderful treat for Friends of the Band who were at the Brewery Visitors Centre
for the AGM to have a superb concert put on for us after the business of the evening.
The annual Friends of the Band subscription was more than covered by such a fine &
lively programme of music & refreshments too !!! - don't miss next year !!!"
John Wheatley - Friends of Hook Norton Brass Band
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Full range of
Hook Norton Ales
Traditional home cooked food
The Pear Tree Inn
Tel: 01608 737482

Bed and Breakfast
Quiz night - Sundays

BED & BREAKFAST
Buttslade House Cottage (Sibford Gower) offers
comfortable accommodation with en suite bathroom
overlooking a tranquil English country garden.
Contact Diana Thompson (01295)788818
or janthompson50@hotmail.com
www. buttsladehouse.co. uk

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly cooked fish and chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4.30 – 8.45pm
Also availa ble for any outside events, private parties, etc.
Tel: 01295 8 12 811
0779 459849
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
The year was off to an excellent start with a record turnout for Sue
Burns' talk on 'Trees for the small garden' and we are looking forward
to John Taylor's talk on 'Growing your own vegetables' on 19 March.
As you read this we are preparing for the Spring Show in St. Peter's
Church on Saturday 5 April. Registration for members will be on the
previous Wednesday 2 April between 7&8pm in the Memorial Hall.
The Spring Show is always very fresh and colourful - maybe the
daffodils will be over but there should be plenty of tulips to take their place.
There is something for everyone to take part in - homecraft, photography, flower
arranging as well as plants and vegetables and of course the children's entries are
especially welcome.
Even if you are not participating do come along and support this local event; doors
open at 2.30. Entrance is free and the teas are great.
Verity Calderan

ABINGDON AIR & COUNTRY SHOW
Planning and preparation is now in the final few weeks for the ninth in the popular
series of Abingdon Air & Country Show events held on the May Day Bank Holiday
weekend (4th May 2008) at Abingdon airfield, Dalton Barracks, Abingdon. For the
second year in succession we will be raising awareness and funding for the Thames
Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance based at RAF Benson.
As well as the hoped-for appearance of the Air Ambulance helicopter we will be
staging a full three hour flying display in the afternoon. Aircraft involved should
include historic aircraft
inc. the legendary
Supermarine Spitfire. From
today's armed forces we
hope to have a RAF Hawk
and Merlin, Royal Navy
Lynx and Grob Vigilant.
People will be able to
actually take to the skies
Handsewn & Interlined curtains &
one of the historic aircraft
pelmets our speciality
of the Air Atlantique
Classic Flight. Several
Roman & Roller blinds
other aircraft will be on
Customised design service and home consultancy
static display. The day is
Every kind of fabric from many
expected to finish with a
leading manufacturers
mass launch of hot-air
balloons in the early
Decorative Poles, Tie backs & Trimmings
evening.
We hope to have a wide
New Sofas &
Lampshade making selection of historic vehicles
Chairs
Custom made
plus MG Works Car Rally
Loose
Covers
&
Bedspreads
&
and Morris Minors. As well
Cushions Headboards as cars there should be
Wallpapers Re-upholstery service buses, steam engines and
ex-military vehicles with a
wide range of other
attractions. For information,
www.abingdonfayre.com

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
www.annwoolgrove.com
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COMMUNITY MORNING
A fun session for babies and pre-schoolers
accompanied by a parent or carer.
Play, 'making' projects, singing, stories and refreshments.

Wednesdays 9.10am to 11.15am, term time only
at the Field Study Centre, Hook Norton School

** No session on 9th & 16th April or 28th May **

For information, contact 01608 730875

Oats
The health shop in Chipping Norton
(with cards upstairs)

26 High Street - 01608 646556
Specialist Diet Foods :
Gluten free & wheat free, dairy free, sugar free, yeast free, vegan & vegetarian
Ready made foods and baking ingredients available to accommodate these diets
Ask for the list of chilled and frozen meals
Organic, Fairtrade, Gluten Free, Diary Free chocolate
Free tastings
Free half hour consultation sessions with a trained nutritional Solgar Advisor
Free magazines and leaflets
Free expert advice via specialist telephone helplines
Free deliveries to Hook Norton are available; £10 minimum spend.
Free special orders for foods and supplements – no extra handling charge
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CHRISTMAS BALL
Dear Editorial Team,
I have read the latest edition of the news letter, and in particular the section in
regard to the Christmas Ball that was held at the Sports and Social Club in
December last year.
I will openly state that I was not present at this event, however after reading
Colette's account of the night it seems that despite doing their very best in the
face of adversity (and situations out of their control), the reaction and subsequent
actions from a certain section of the attendees in my opinion is unacceptable.
The village will do well to remember that without people who are prepared to give
up time and offer energy to projects there would be nothing.
I think it is vital that people understand the time, hard work, and effort that both
Colette and Kerry have put into rejuvenating the club, and I think it is also equally
vital that you print this email so that they are aware of the ongoing support from
the majority and not the negatives from the minority.
Adam White

APRIL
Some say the name
comes from
Aphrodite, or it
derived from the
name of a god or
hero named Aper or
Aprus. Others say
the name comes
from Latin aperire,
to open. Modern
scholars believe it
comes from the
same root as
“other,” meaning
the other month at
the start of the
year, after March.
In the time of
Charlemagne, this
was the Grassmonth, the Anglo
Saxons knew it as
the Easter month.
For the Norse it was
Gaukmonad, cuckoo
month, or Saidtid,
seed tide. In Gaul,
the month was
named Giamonios
(shoots show)
In Gaelic, it is Ceitin
na h'oinsich, the
cuckoo's May, the
fool's May.
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LOW CARBON HOOK NORTON
The first meeting of Low Carbon Hook Norton met on the 12th February at our very
own Green Flag school. The things we covered were:
1. We all calculated our individual carbon footprints (using The Carbon Workout from
www.nef.org.uk) which ranged between 2 tonnes and 18 tonnes (the
UK average is 5.5 tonnes). Even more importantly this allowed us to
pick out the areas where we could make the biggest difference in
reducing our footprints. In some cases this was reducing the number
of flights, in others it was emissions from driving, and for others it is
some actions in the home that will make most difference. We agreed
that we will all review our carbon footprints in 6 months time to see
what changes we have brought about now that we all know what our
footprints are and what the main contributions are to our emissions.
2. There were several individual actions people wanted
to find out about. To make this easy for people we
now have a list of local suppliers. Just let us know
if you are interested in this list.
3. The first community project we are keen to follow up on is
a new scheme to provide Low Energy Lights to communities
at a very low cost (particularly for the elderly and those
on benefits) that is just about to be launched by the
Lighting Association (with our local contact being
Peter Barnet-Hunt). At the meeting we talked about
a pilot scheme in Hook Norton led through the parish
council. Since our meeting this has grown into a
national scheme and Peter says that Hooky can claim
some of the kudos for that since the idea started here! As soon as the scheme is
launched we will be letting you know how Hook Norton residents can engage with it.
4. A second community level project is to make biodiesel available in Hook Norton.
Using biodiesel from waste oil can reduce your carbon emissions from driving by 70%.
We have identified 12 people in the village that are keen to use biodiesel in their diesel
cars. In addition the new minibus the school is biodiesel compatible. If we can get
a total of 20 or more potential users then local biodiesel suppliers have said they will
provide a facility right here in the village. So if you are interested in using high quality
biodiesel (meeting the international fuel standard) derived from waste oil in your
diesel car with no modification needed then please just get in contact and help us get
to at least 20 users.
5. We also wondered whether short trips in the village using the car might contribute
significantly to Hook Norton’s carbon footprint. The school eco-committee will run a
survey of travel to school. We can then compare that with the survey in May in walk
to school week where there is normally a significant drop in the number of short
journeys made and see what difference that makes to emissions.
So if this type of group taking action on climate change sounds good to you then drop
me a line, or even better pop along to out next meeting at the Sun Inn on Tuesday
22nd April between 8-9pm.
Just to show that this is a group all about action, not only did everyone calculate their
footprints and go away with ideas to carry out in the next six months, Nerys Wright
added 5 litres of biodiesel into her tank. A meeting with immediate action!
Contact Tim Lunel on 730446 or lunel@btinternet.com
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CHRISTMAS?
NO, EASTER SNOW IN HOOKY
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ERIC WYATT
no call out charge
WASHING MACHINE - TUMBLE DRYER
COOKER - FRIDGES AND
FRIDGE FREEZERS
Eric Wyatt
6 Round Close Rd, Adderbury
Tel. No. (01295) 810116
Mobile 07831 595898
Hook Norton Harriers

• all shapes, sizes and abilities welcome
(we won’t leave you behind)
• every Tuesday (come rain or shine)
7pm at the Hook Norton Sports and Social Club
• FREE !! Just turn up!
Any Queries: Call
Jane Duggan 737035

LOGS
TOP QUALITY, SPLIT, SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
BULK OR BAGS

DAVID RANDALL TREE WORK
01608 738109 / 07831 571176
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THEATRE
Despite the loss of its Art Council grant Chipping Norton Theatre continues with a
varied programme over the next few months. The highlight for me is a one-night
performance of "Lady of Burma" on 3rd June. I mentioned this play when it appeared
at Oxford Playhouse - for those who missed this inspirational true story of Burmese
leader Aung San Suu Kyi then do go.
The Banbury Cross Players are performing a riveting drama based on the cracking of
the Nazi's complex Enigma Code in World War II. This is Hugh Whitemore's "Breaking
the Code"; on at The Mill, Spiceball Park 30th April - 3rd May.
A National Theatre success of a few years ago is on at The Theatre Royal Northampton
11th April to 3rd May. Charlotte Jones's "Humble Boy" is a playful mixture of
Ayckbourn & Stoppard - & you can learn a bit about bee-keeping.
The RSC at Stratford has "The Merchant of Venice" & "The Taming of the Shrew" in
repertory from 24th April until September - two gooduns.
Finally that lovely rural theatre The Watermill near Newbury has a witty & stylish
romantic comedy about misunderstandings & mistaken identity - "London Assurance"
by 19th Century playwright Dion Boucicault. It is on between 9th April & 17th May.
Make a night of it and enjoy the theatre restaurant before or after the show.
Class shows and of the last plays I mentioned we saw two magnificent performances
by leading ladies par excellence - Felicity Kendal in "Vortex" (now on in London) and
Greta Scacchi in "The Deep Blue
Sea" (still on tour but surely
destined for West End).
John Wheatley

Rosie Nicole
Acreman,
daughter of
Ben and Kirsty
was baptised on
10th February
at St Peter's Church
by the Reverend
John Acreman

Spring has sprung,
Da grass has riz,
I wonder where the birdies is.
The bird is on the wing.
But that's absurd.
The wing is on the bird.
With thanks to
AA Milne

CHIPPING
NORTON
ORGANICS

fresh organic fruit & vegetables
bread, eggs, cheese, milk, wine,
organic wholefoods,
and excellent personal service.
Unique box scheme with every order
tailormade to suit individual needs.

TEL 01608 642973
www.chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
sales@chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
ORGANICS ON YOUR DOORSTEP !
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HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP

Sessional daycare for children aged 2 – 11 years.
Call 01608 737680 for more information.

Morning Playgroup
Pick up from nursery
Lunch Club
Take to Nursery
Afternoon Playgroup
Pick up from School
After School Club

Days
Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday

Times
9am-12noon
11.30am
12noon-12.30pm
12.30pm
12.30-3.30
3.15pm
3pm-6pm
cost per hr

Costs
£7.00
£1.30
£1.30
£1.30
£7.00
£1.00
£3.00

Hook Norton Pre-school Playgroup now offer funded places for 3 year olds! Our
Holiday Club will run throughout the summer holidays, please call for a booking
form. Just give us a call to discuss your needs and we’ll do our best to
accommodate!
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MUSEUM REQUEST
Do you have any photographs of Mr Gaddes’ buses?
Mr Gaddes kept an ironmongery and hardware shop in part of what is now the
village shop from the late 1930s until probably the early 1960s. He started off with
one bus and then during the 1939-1945 war acquired more. Buses were used to
take war workers to the Northern Aluminium works in Banbury. These buses were
also used, amongst other things, to transport pupils from outlying villages to Hook
Norton school.
At one time the buses were housed in a large garage on the site where the
present Post Office now stands.
We at the Museum would be happy to copy any photographs and return the
originals to you straightaway.
Barbara Hicks
Hook Norton Museum, 01608 737017

MISSING
A black labrador
called Sia.
Sia went missing
on a walk at
Cornbury Estate
(Finstock End)
in January.
Please visit
http://siathe
labrador.spaces.
live.com/
for pictures
and to report
any sightings.
Thank you.

Executive, leather interior vehicles now available for:
· Airports
· Seaports
· Tours
· Business to Business
No signs or plates displayed (on request)
No obligation quotes 01608 737 161
Corporate and Private Accounts welcome

DUSTBINS FREE TO A GOOD
HOME
Would anyone like to
have two grey dustbins
with lids? Both are just
over 2 feet high, well
used
but
in
good
condition.
FREE
for
taking them from my
drive.
Gweneth
Edgington,
Burycroft Road

Hook Norton, Oxfordshire

British Chauffeurs Guild
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information.
www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
·
·
·
·
·
·

Indoor and outdoor schools, so what ever the weather come and ride!
Horses and Ponies of all shapes and sizes
Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school.
Reduced Rates 10.30 - 3.30 Tuesday to Friday.
School holidays 'own a pony days' and more...
Gift Vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)

Where ever you ride please ensure they have a council licence.
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ARTWEEKS RETURNS 10th – 18th May
The 26th annual Oxfordshire Artweeks takes place from
3rd to 26th May. A number of local artists and craft
makers will be welcoming the public into their homes,
studios, or shared public venues during Artweeks.
Oxfordshire Artweeks was the first open arts festival of its
kind in the country and has gone from strength to
strength, now involving hundreds of artists exhibiting at
almost 400 sites, over a three week period. It opens in
the south of the county from 3-11 May, moves to the
north from 10-18 May, and finishes in Oxford City, from
the 17 to the 26.
Artweeks is a unique opportunity to see art in the
community and to meet the people who make it. If you’re
in a buying mood, you will be able to acquire original
pieces of art directly from the artists, without any gallery
mark up. But there is no pressure to buy, as Artweeks is really about offering the
public and artists the opportunity to come
together in a relaxed and friendly
environment.
There are no admission charges. All you
need is a free copy of the Artweeks’ Guide
which gives full information on every
exhibiting artist together with maps,
opening times and contact details. This
‘Artweeks Bible’ is available from all
Oxfordshire libraries, Tourist Information
Centres, museums, galleries, shops and
many
other
public venues.
Or you can visit www.artweeks.org to download the
Guide or search for artists by name, location or genre.
So, put the dates in your diary and plan a local walk or
cycle ride during Artweeks. There’s no better way to
enjoy the wonderful work being done in your
neighbourhood.
The North of Oxfordshire holds its exhibitions during the
period from 10th to 18th May. There are three exhibitors
in the village this year, David McGill with an exhibition
of photographs at Sunnybank Farmhouse, Scotland End;
David Turner who will be showing a variety of
sculptured ironwork pieces at Priory Cottage, Netting
Street and Rita Wheatley with her paintings and
drawings at Little Granary, 1 Beanacre.
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Wigginton Methodist Chapel has been open for 125 years!
Please come and join us as we celebrate on

Saturday 3rd May:
10:30-3:00pm

Plant sale
Cakes

Sunday 4th May
10:30am Family Service led by:
Rev Alan Swann

Preserves

Bric-a-Brac 6:00pm
Morning Coffee and Afternoon Tea

Evening service led by
Rev Michael Langley

BRUCE HOPKINS LTD.
Banbury, Oxon (01295 680711)
www.brucehopkins.co.uk

Domestic & Commercial Groundcare Machinery
Sales, Service & Spare Parts
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK - MID JANUARY TO MID MARCH
On 14th January Janice Salmon, who lives in Burycroft Road, heard a
Mistle Thrush singing which seems to be fairly early.
She has a
resident Goldcrest in the pine tree in her garden, which she comments
is very pretty and very busy. Margaret Freeman in Down End had 2
Bullfinches in her garden on 20th January.
A male Great Spotted
Woodpecker was on the nut feeder in Ann Swainbank's garden in
Chapel Street on 28th January at about 1.00pm. Vivien Lee who lives
in Down End emailed to say that over the weekend of 23rd/24th
February she saw a pair of Bullfinches and for the first time they had
some Bramblings and one was around for the next few days. These birds are winter
visitors and are often seen in with Chaffinches, their favourite winter food is
beechmast and if there is enough about they can stay around, particularly if
beechmast is scarce on the continent and in Scandinavia. She also saw two Lesser
Redpolls which were hanging from some old lobelia bonariensis heads. They have
the usual garden birds and comments that there are less Greenfinches, which is
probably the case everywhere, but there do seem to be a few healthy birds around,
so we hope that the virus they had last year has gone. She says that there are many
Chaffinches. We have seen large flocks in the fields in East End. On 28th February,
Vivien had a very handsome Great Spotted Woodpecker on the ground in her garden.
A Red Kite was seen over the East End bungalows at about 8.55am on 6th March.
Pam Hummer, who lives in Park Road, reported on 12th March that she has had a
Blackbird building a nest in a privet hedge for several days.
The days are getting longer, the birds are singing, spring flowers are around us and
leaves have started appearing on some shrubs, so we are probably nearly at the
favourite time of the year for most people. No-one has reported seeing any migrants
yet, but they will arrive in the next couple of months, so please keep your eyes and
ears peeled and let me know about any sighting.
I wrote about Foxes in my last article and would you believe on 16th January at about
1.00pm two Foxes went past the back of our garden, followed one another around
and walked to the back of the field where they eventually mated - this all took
approximately two hours.
Muntjac Deer have been seen in the field in East End on a couple of occasions.
A white-tailed Bumble Bee was flying around on 24th January.
David Shirt emailed to say that Sandy discovered a clutch of 20 Grass Snake eggs in
their compost heap, but sadly they were dead. It is quite likely they were laid too
late in the season, as they are easily killed by frost. They have seen Grass Snakes
in their compost heap before on several occasions, but not usually large enough to
lay eggs.
Ponds are teeming with amphibian breeding activity around this time. You can easily
distinguish mature frogs from toads by their eyes - frogs have a golden iris and
circular pupil; Toads have an orange iris and slit-shaped pupil. Male Newts can be
told from females by their crests, which develop in the breeding season. Common
Frogs lay large, glistening blobs of jelly-coated eggs in clumps around pond margins.
The Common Toad lays long, gelatinous, double strings of eggs which are usually
tangled around the stalks of waterweeds and the Smooth (common) Newt lays
individual eggs carefully wrapped in folded waterweed leaves.
Thank you very much to those of you who have been in touch. Please contact me
with your sightings.
Geraldine Moore Tel: 730236 email: geraldine.moore1@btinternet.com
61

HOOK NORTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL, SIBFORD ROAD,
HOOK NORTON, BANBURY, OX15 5JS
TEL: 01608 737379
Email: office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
Lunchtime Supervisor (Foundation Stage) :
£6.08 - £6.30 per hour (pay award pending)
A lunchtime supervisor is required, primarily for the Foundation Stage,
from 21 April for 1½ hours per day, Monday to Friday
11.30am - 1.00pm, totalling 7.5 hours per week, term time only.
Rate of pay is £6.08 - £6.30 per hour (pay award pending).
Application forms available from the school office.
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HOOKY SLIMMERS “BIN THEIR SINS”
Hook Norton’s Slimming World group held a
Food Amnesty during January to allow members
to dispose of their Christmas excess food to
enhance their own weight loss for 2008.
Slimmers were encouraged by consultant Lucy
to donate their unwanted food after the group
had amazing success in the lead up to
Christmas. The group decided the best place for
the donated goodies was the Hook Norton Care
Group.
Pat and Jan from the Care Group attended the
group on behalf of the Care centre. They said
the goodies would be greatly appreciated!
The Slimming World Group has now moved to the School on Wednesday evenings at
6.30pm and currently there are over 40 members!
For more information on Slimming World please visit the website www.slimmingworld.com or call 08700 754 666. Alternatively contact Lucy directly on 01295
268639.

NIGHT AT THE OPERA
This concert is an opportunity
for enthusiastic and experienced
choral singers to perform some
of the great opera choruses by
Bizet, Borodin, Mascagni, Verdi
and Wagner.
The concert will be given with
full orchestra and up-andcoming young soloists.
For choral participants there will
be a one-day workshop on 14th
June 10-4 in St Michael’s
Church, Summertown, Oxford
plus two further rehearsals – on
Thursday 19th June and Friday
27th June at 7.00pm, both in
Deddington.
Apart from a small charge to
cover music hire, participation in
this event is free. Please email
info@choros.org or telephone
01869 338325 to sign up for this
event. More information is on
www.deddingtonfestival.org.uk
All voices, particularly sopranos
and tenors, are invited to apply.
Closing date is 16th May.
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HOOK NORTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB - NEWS
Hi all , many thanks to all those who supported our Motown night on Feb 16th and to all
those who donated raffle prizes, I’m sure those who came will agree that Mission Blue
were fantastic. Look out for them again in the future. It was also nice to see some of the
old gang (and I don’t mean your ages) back at the club, hope to see you all again soon.
John Kench / Blue Meanies night - as my first choice of date clashed with other things
going on in the village I have had to re-arrange this event and I’m trying to find suitable
dates when both parties above are available at the same time before our summer
presentations and sporting fixtures begin. I will keep everyone posted via heads of tables
from ball.
As referred to above Summer is hopefully on it’s way(although it doesn’t look like it out
of the window at the moment) and therefore the completion of the new club house is in
sight. We are all getting ready for the big move and thinking of ways in which we can
celebrate the club’s history and take it forward.
To start the ball rolling we are looking for photo’s, memorabilia, memories of events etc
that have happened through the years at the club - Weddings / christenings , it’s a
knockout, parties, golden jubilee etc. If any one has anything they feel would be
appropriate to display, please could you drop them off at the club or email them to me secretary @ our web site below. We are hoping to show as many as possible during the
last few months in our old building,
a brief explanation attached to
them ie: names, year etc would be
great, we will return them to you
afterwards. There will be a small
prize for our favourite so get
searching - we can’t wait to see
them.
For future open events at the club,
see adverts throughout this
newsletter.
However we would like to point out
that Hook Norton Sports and Social
club operates a members and
guests only policy during its normal
opening times.
Renewals for
memberships are now due.
Anyone wishing to join can apply
via membership form on our web
site , where you can also find our
opening times, events and news on
our affiliated sports clubs as well as
sky sports and setanta listings,
information on booking our venue
and updates on the club visit
www.hooknortonsportsandsocial
club.co.uk
Alternatively call
Colette on 01608 737829 / club
01608 737132
Hope to see you all soon !!! 65

Colette

N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
Due to the expansion of Banbury plant hire we are now
able to offer customers, new and old the facility of:

SKIP HIRE
& SKIP BAGS
YOU BAG IT WE BIN IT!!
SKIP THE REST & SKIP WITH THE BEST!!

N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skip loaders – Full Range of diggers from half ton
upto 20 ton – Sit on Rollers – Dumpers – Mixers – Wacker
plates – Full range of aggregates – Concrete blocks – Bricks
– Sand – cement – Shingles for driveways and gardens –
Top soil – Mulch – Woodchips

Phone: 01608 730215 Fax: 01608 730125
e mail: jackiewise@btconnect.com
FERRIS HILL FARM, SIBFORD ROAD
HOOK NORTON, OXON OX15 5JY
WEBSITE: nlmatthews.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
Spring is here and now is the time to dust off those whites. Unless of
course you are already a member of Hook Norton cricket club, in which
case you will have already been playing in one of the 3 indoor cricket
tournaments for both seniors and juniors, or have been along to the
net sessions for U15, U13, U11 or the senior nets sessions. The last
of these, the senior nets for those U15 and upwards, continue right
through until Sunday 20th April from 6-8pm every Sunday at
Chipping Norton sports centre. It’s an ideal time to come and meet
members of the club so do come along.
We will then have an outdoor practice match for all the U15 upwards on Sunday 27th
April from 2pm, so again please do ring and let us know if you would like to pop along.
The season then starts on Mon 28th April for the juniors. We are always keen to
welcome new players young and more senior in years !
They say that last summer’s rain was a one off so please do ring Tim Lunel (730446
- Seniors) or Paul White (730031 – Juniors) and book your place in what we are sure

DEDDINGTON FESTIVAL 2008 (26th June - 6th July)
Festival 2008 offers something for everyone and we do hope that you can join us.
In the Library we have An Evening with Adrian Magson, local crime writer, as well as
Story Time for the children. There
will be the usual Art and Craft
exhibitions, Primary School
concert, Poetry Please, and Writing
competition, together with
Barbershop Singers, jazz from
Stekpanna and a community
concert from Wendy Burrows
entitled A Celebration of England.
This year, we are delighted to
include Open Gardens and a Flower
Festival along with the popular
guided walks around the village as
well as Daeda’s Wood.
Sue Cave will conduct an Art
Workshop for artists over 17 years,
with all levels welcome.
On 5th July we will be offering a
day of events for the whole familydetails to follow.
Please check out our new website
at www.deddingtonfestival.org.uk
and the Deddington News on line
Diary at
www.deddingtonnews.co.uk for
further information, or contact the
Secretary at
eileenandersonuk@yahoo.co.uk or
by phoning 01869 338325.
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NEWS FROM HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Keith Davies – died February 14, 2008
Keith was one of the first people I met when I
joined the Hook Norton Tennis Club; I was
nervous and hardly knew anyone there, but he
did his best to put me at my ease and
encourage me to play. That is the sort of man
Keith was: kind, considerate – a gentleman.
Keith was Chairman for six years and vicechairman for a few more, and served on the
committee for almost twenty years. He was a
team captain and was recently made an
Honorary Life Member. He was also the
Chairman of the Banbury League for some years.
All of us at the Tennis Club will miss Keith greatly, and at the Annual General Meeting
on 6th March, it was decided to have a Keith Davies trophy which will be won at one
of our tournaments. It will be inscribed with the words we all associate with Keith:
”This is a good one to win.”
Junior coaching Hook Norton juniors Rob Gore, James Morris, Jamie Morton, Fern
Scrivener and Amy Spackman have all performed well in the 12&U Oxfordshire Junior
Club League this winter having competed against Banbury West End, North Oxford,
Norham Gardens, Thame and Wychwood.
The Easter coaching programme starts on Tuesday 8th April to Friday 11th April and
from Tuesday 15th April to Friday 18th April.
Ages 4–8 are from Tuesday to Friday from 9.30 am to 10.30 am at a cost of £16 for
4 days; ages 8-9 are from Tuesday to Friday from 10.30 am to 11.30 am at a cost
of £16 for 4 days; ages 9-10 are from Tuesday to Friday from 11.30 am to 1.00 pm
at a cost of £24 for 4 days; and 11+ juniors are from Tuesday to Friday from 1 pm
to 3 pm at a cost of £32 for 4 days.
Please contact Marc Gilkes by telephone
marcgilkes@fsmail.net for further details.

on

01295

265085

or

email

Adult Coaching The ladies coaching sessions are on Tuesdays from 10.00am-11.30
am; the cost per session is £7.50. Please contact Marc if you would like to attend.
Steve Bone continues his weekend coaching every third Sunday – contact Sean
Callery for more details. Email: sean@caller.demon.co.uk
Matches The Summer C team was a runner-up in its division in the Banbury League
and will therefore be promoted to division 2 this year. Congratulations to captain
Rebecca Watts and her team for this achievement.
The Floodlit teams all performed well: our first team is currently in second place in
division 1; our second team is in second place in division 2; our third team are at the
top of division 3; and our fourth team are third in division 4.
Congratulations to
captains Di Spitzley, Paula Protherough, Rebecca Watts and Mary Kennedy.
Club Nights These are held on Tuesday and Friday evenings from 7-9.30 pm and on
Sunday mornings from 10 to 12. If you’d like to have a game of doubles, do come
along.
Elaine Priestley, Treasurer.
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COTSWOLD
CARRIERS
Moving people with care

REMOVALS
STORAGE
SHIPPING
Warehouse No.2, The Walk,
Hook Norton Road, Chipping Norton
Oxon. OX7 STG
Tel 01608 730500 Fax 01608 730600
Website: www.cotswoldcarriers.co.uk
Email: bill@cotswold-carriers.com
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HOOK NORTON (SENIOR SECTION) FOOTBALL CLUB
Just the other day I received the following e-mail:
“Hi Geoff
I made my first visit to Hook Norton F.C. last night. I’m a Cardiff
City season ticket holder, living near Hereford, who’s currently
staying with in-laws in Shipston. I try to get to local matches
whenever I can, two small children permitting, and just wanted
to let you know how much I enjoyed my evening. The game was
great, with two committed teams, and the catering and hospitality in the
clubhouse were superb.
I usually attend these games as a neutral but, given Hooky play in the same blue
and white as Cardiff City, I have to admit I cheered their goals as they went in!
I’ll be keeping an eye out for Hooky’s results in the future and hope to visit again
before too long.
Best wishes
Jon Chedgzoy”
When you receive an unexpected piece of communication like that, then it’s reassuring in
the least for those of us who put in so much time, money and effort to stage this level of
football in our village. It somehow makes it all seem so much more worthwhile.
Both the First and Second Teams are now on the countdown to the end of season; in
each case, they have under 10 matches remaining and, in each case also, no great
accolades are expected since both teams will be content, if that happens, to cement
their places in their respective divisions for next season. The First Team always knew
that, following promotion back to the Premier Division, this season was not going to
be easy but, with just eight matches remaining, Ben (Spiero) and Karlton (Stratford)
are still aiming to attain 50 points, or thereabouts, which should earn the team a very
healthy mid table position. Meanwhile, the Second Team, which has always struggled
in recent years, will hopefully finish out of the bottom three positions, despite the
constant problem of having to field an ever-altering line up each week, with many
inexperienced players. Managing a Second Team can be a thankless task so, in this
regard, we thank Marcus (Carberry) and Tony (Luckett) for their continuing
cheerfulness and persistence in this respect.
Off the field, our Committee is delighted to welcome a new but very well known
member into its ranks: local ‘boy’ Garnet Thomas who, for so many years, graced
Hooky’s First Team and was renowned for his “sweet left foot”. It’s so good to have
you on board, Garnet; you are, without doubt, a most valuable acquisition.
Our season is due to end on Saturday 26th April, after which we hand over The Bourne
to our Cricket Club to whom we wish a happy and successful season. Our End of
Season Presentation Evening is at the Clubhouse at 7.30pm on Friday 2nd May. See
you there, and cheers for now.
Geoff ‘ Jesse’ James

LAST WORD ...... Or groan!
· My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli. A strong currant pulled him under.
· Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly. They lit a fire in the craft and it sank,

proving once and for all that you can't have your kayak and heat it too.
· A man goes to the doctor, with a strawberry growing out of his head. The doctor

says, 'I'll give you some cream to put on it.'
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CALENDAR
APRIL
2
3
3

4
4
5
8
10
10
10
10
11
12
12
15

16
16
17
18
20
21
22

7.00
Garden Club - Entry night
till 8.00 for Spring Show
Green Bin week
10.30am WI Meeting “Coffee, Cake
and a Chat” - Jubilee Hall,
Bloxham
2.00 pm Primary School closes
7.30pm Family Bingo HNSSC
2.30 pm Garden Club Spring Show
7:30 pm Local History Group
Blue Box / Brown Bin week
11.00am Wheelers and Squealers
8pm
Sing to the Lord – St Peter’s
7:30 pm Parish Council Meeting
6-8pm
Youth Club
9-12am Village Market
7pm
Hook Norton Film Society
for 8pm 'The Lives of Others'
2.00 pm WI Meeting “Country
Customs & Superstitions”
Dusty Rhodes – Baptist Hall
Art Society Day School –
Visitors Centre
7:30 pm Garden Club ‘Easy rules for
pruning’ Hilary Twigg
Green Bin week
7.30pm Family Bingo HNSSC
10.00am JAM service - St Peter’s
Youth Club – Drayton Manor
8:55am Primary School : Term Starts

22-23
22
24
24

24
24
24

25
25
26
26
26
27
27
27
28
28
28

Primary School : Bag2School
days
7pm
Jogging Group starts - HNSSC
Blue Box / Brown Bin week
9am
Primary School Foundation
Stage Unit (Nursery) : Start of
Term
10:30am Carry on Learning
7-10pm Busy Bees Craft Club
7.30pm WI Spring Group Meeting at
Sibford - 'Is there life after
Hoods?' Brian Little
6-8pm
Youth Club
7.30pm Salon2 Birthday Fashion Show
– School Hall
7pm
Hook Norton Film Society
for 8pm 'The Ladykillers'
Evening HNSSC - Blue Meanies CANCELLED
Evening Quiz night /supper - St Peter’s
11am
FOHNS Boot & Bike Sale – 1pm
School
3pm
‘Celebration of Creation’
service, & Tea - St Peter’s
7:30pm Brass Band Spring Concert
2-2.30pm rhymetimes (0 to 3 year olds)
- Library
7pm
Firefighters’ open evening
8-9pm
Low Carbon Hook Norton
meeting – Sun Inn

MAY
1
1

Green Bin week
Primary School May Day
Celebrations (FOHNS coffee
& croissants at 9am)
2
Youth Club – Wembley
Stadium Trip
5
May Day Bank Holiday
8
11.00am Wheelers and Squealers
8
7:30 pm Parish Council Meeting
8
8pm
Sing to the Lord – St Peter’s
9
Blue Box / Brown Bin week –
FRIDAY COLLECTION
9
8pm
Quiz - Sports & Social Club
10
Deadline for buying M@C
tickets with village discount
10-18
Artweek in Hook Norton
10 9–12am Village Market
10 9.30 on FOHNCL Book & Plant Sale

10 Evening

9.30am

13 7:30 pm
15
15
16 7.30pm
17 7pm
for 8pm
10 10.30am
20 2.00 pm

21 7:30 pm

22
23

FOHNS Wine Tasting &
Tapas Evening – School Hall
Local History Group
Green Bin week
Newsletter Copy Date
Family Bingo HNSSC
Hook Norton Film Society
'Babel'
JAM service - Baptist Church
WI Resolutions Meeting &
“History of Morris Dancing”
Paul Warwick
Club & Plant Exchange
‘Other peoples gardens’ May
Parker
Blue Box / Brown Bin week
Primary School : Term ends

Find a copy of the Newsletter and a rolling twelve month village diary at
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Printed by KMS Litho, Hook Norton. 01608 737640

