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Hook Norton Post Office &
General Stores
Opening Hours
Mon to Fri 8:30 am to 5:30 pm

Saturday 8:30 am to 1:00 pm

1 Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton. OX15 5EG

Tel: 01608 737382

Do you know what Services your
Local Post Office Offers?
Wide Range of Financial Services.
Free cash withdrawals from partner banks including
Alliance & Leicester, Lloyds TSB, Barclays and others.
Broadband & Home Phone.
Commission FREE Euros on Demand & Foreign Currency.
Vehicle Licenses.
Travel, Car and Home Insurance.
Mobile top-ups.

Need Everyday Food & Goods?
Freshly Baked Bread.
General Provisions.
Good Selection of Beers and Wine.
Great Selection of Confectionary.
Wide Range of Stationary.
Ready for Christmas?
Christmas Gifts.
Christmas Cards & Wrapping.
Christmas Foods & Specialities.
Parcel Boxes, Bubble Wrap and Tape.
Come and browse and enjoy a glass of mulled wine
every Saturday in December
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HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE
Would you like to make better use of your PC?
Upgrades
Repairs
Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice
01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)

Back Pain, Sports Injury & Headache Clinic
Especially for long term pain
BUPA + PPP
Registered

Hector Wells B.Sc.(Hons)., D.O., G.OsC.,
Registered Osteopath & Associates

· Back and Neck Pains,
· Sciatica, Frozen Shoulder,
· Tennis elbow, Knees and Arthritic
Hips a speciality,
· Pins and needles, Babycolic Clinic
· Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
· Whiplash
· Stress Pain

To avoid disrobing
please wear a loose
T-shirt and
joggers/leggings

For your feet & leg problems

D.Houlton B.Sc.(Hons)
Pod.SRCh. Mchs.

Appointments (01295) 265 267
Monday to Saturday & Evenings
54 Bloxham Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 9JR

State Registered Podiatrist

LOGS
LOGS FOR SALE
Full/Half/Mixed Loads
Bags Available
Tel: 01608 737728
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FARMHOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST
GRANGE FARM
SWALCLIFFE
Enjoy warm hospitality & peaceful
th
surroundings in our comfortable 18 C
Farmhouse

CONTACT: BARBARA TAYLOR
TEL 01295 780206
www.swalcliffegrange.com
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FROM THE EDITORS
This month, the Newsletter
contained £30.48 – thank you.

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Box

We also thank the Hook Norton
Festival of Fine Ales for their very
generous donation.

Advertising:
Distribution:
Proof Reading:
IT/Web Support:
Treasurer:
Directory:

Andy Horne
Malcolm Black
Nigel Lehmann
Martin Baxter
Kevin Hope
Diana Barber

730604
730668

737428
Sadly we record the deaths of Ruby
Violet Collins, Iris Heritage aged 68,
Frederick (Gordon) White, Ernest Woolley aged 81 and Madge Wyatt aged 86 and on
behalf of the village we send our condolences to their family and friends.
Andy Horne 730604
hookynews@totalise.co.uk

Helen Foster 737391
helen@broadedged.co.uk

The views expressed in the Newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team
RATES – CHEQUES PAYABLE TO ‘HOOK NORTON NEWSLETTER’
Text and advertising copy deadline

Tuesday 15th JANUARY 2008

Text for Village activities

Free (a small donation is welcome)

Inserts for Village Activities

On request from Andy Horne

Commercial Advertising
Commercial Inserts

£24 per page and pro rata per issue
£20 per issue

Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to;
Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

BOOSTING RECYCLING,
SUPPORTING LOCAL GROUPS
WHAT IS CHERWELL’S BLUE BIN FUNDRAISING SCHEME?
Following a trial period, Cherwell District Council would like to push its blue
recycling wheelie bin fundraising scheme with Parish Councils further, to encourage
more householders to use bins. By supplying more blue recycling ‘wheelie’ bins,
Cherwell hopes to promote further recycling.
These wheeled containers means that householders have more space for their
recycling, keeping it securely out-of-doors and making it easier for it to be moved
to the pavement on collection day.
Bins are available at the cost of £20; when provided through a Town / Parish Council
or other not-for-profit group. Of that, £5 will go to the Parish Council or group to
spend as they wish as a commission payment from Cherwell District Council.
Mixed dry recyclables from your blue bin or boxes – that is food/drink cans, plastic
bottles and containers, paper and card, newspapers, directories and magazines and
aerosol cans – can be taken for recycling, rather than dumped in landfill tips.
Please do get in touch if you’d like more information from Cherwell District Council;
email customer.service@cherwell-dc.gov.uk or call 01295 221940.
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THERESA HARPER

SNOWDEN & CO
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

4 Heath Court, Queens Street, Hook Norton,
Banbury, Oxfordshire OX15 5EG
Tel 01608 730801 Fax 01608 738268

Personal tax - Self Assessment returns
Annual accounts -

- Company tax

Management accounts - Audit - Business Development

PAYE

- VAT

John Snowden FCA

PAINTING AND DECORATING
Master Craftsman

David Green
Specialist in: Wallpapering, Decorative Effects, Spraying, Tiling,
Coving, Glazing, all Interior/Exterior Painting.
References and portfolio available.
Competitive Prices.
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
There was a good turn out for the AGM on 18 October. The Chairman
Dave Coates looked back on the gardening year's successes and
failures (caused by the weather) and concluded that gardening was a
great activity evidenced by the increasing popularity of the Club. He
was particularly pleased by the growing interest of children. All open
meetings, Shows and visits had been well attended and the Club's
finances were in a healthy position enabling donations to be made to
help the Primary School vegetable garden project and for the
provision of trees within the new boundary wall in Tite Lane. The Officers elected for
the coming year were as follows;
Chairman
Dave Coates;
Secretary
Nick Faulkner;
Treasurer
Tony Freeman;
Vice Chairman Verity Calderan;
and the Committee members were ; Peter Arnold; Malcolm Black; Christine
Blackham; Ann Faulkner; Frank Faulkner; Alrys Morris and Sally Wood. Nick Price and
Dorcas Wedmore also agreed to join the Committee.
Nick Faulkner had indicated his wish to stand down as Secretary and the Chairman
would like to hear from anyone who
would be prepared to take on this
not very onerous office.
The AGM was followed by an
interesting slideshow by Graham
Soden on Greenland. The final
meeting of the year will be of 21
November when Vicky Hubbard will
demonstrate
Christmas
Floral
Arrangements
followed by the
usual wine and mince pies.
The Club year begins again in
February and the Calendar of
events will be included in the
February
Newsletter.
New
members are always particularly
welcome and an application form
will be attached to the Calendar.

Terry Donovan,
aged 61 years,
formerly of Hook Norton
Passed away on
7th November
in
Bishop Auckland
Durham Hospital

7

Foodieanna

Estate Agents and Surveyors

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111
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PLEA FROM THE EDITORS
Over the past few months the size of the Newsletter has been increasing and the
advertising within it has been increasing at a faster rate than the articles. We don’t
actively 'sell' advertising and it is encouraging that advertisers feel that the
Newsletter is such a worthwhile advertising medium that they seek it out (.. you can
hear the 'but' coming, so here it is...) but we are also aware that the Newsletter is
primarily for news from and about the village and its surrounding areas. Advertising
local services for local people fits the general idea and is a useful source of
information and interest, always providing it doesn’t take over and swamp the articles
about life in the village.
Generally we have aimed for about a 50/50 split between ads and articles,
favouring those businesses that are based in or run by Hook Norton
people. In October the Newsletter was 76 pages and
advertising accounted for 37 of those pages. We don’t want
to be a victim of our success and end up turning people off,
so in the future we want to work on the principle of
maintaining the wide variety of advertisers and the local
focus while reducing the total number of pages used.
We will be asking those with larger adverts to consider reducing their advert size as
and when the 'booking' comes up for renewal. New advertising will be accepted at
smaller sizes too, which will help add to the variety of advertisers and the interest to
the village.
Applying this as a
general rule will help us to reduce
the page count and increase the
readability of the Newsletter.
We also want to actively encourage
contributions from and about the
village; the more varied, the
better. Photographs with the text
are also very welcome to add
impact and we will help with layout
and little pictures if you like. It
doesn’t have to be a great long
piece – in fact ‘short and sweet’ is
best, but use your Newsletter to let
others know what is going on and
planned for the future. Continuing
the idea of variety in the mix,
please limit your contributions to a
maximum of two A5 pages.
We hope you understand our desire
to a) keep the balance between
articles and advertising in favour of
the articles and b) maintain a
variety and size of articles in a way
which reflects the activities and
achievements
of
all
groups,
individuals and organisations within
the village.
Eds
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COMMUNITY MORNING
A fun session for babies and pre-schoolers
accompanied by a parent or carer.
Play, 'making' projects, singing, stories and refreshments.

Wednesdays 9.10am to 11.15am, term time only
at the Field Study Centre, Hook Norton School

** We will finish on 19th December for Christmas**
** First session for 2008 will be 9th January **
For information, contact 01608 730875

Reflexology
Could be the answer to a stress-free Christmas
A non-invasive therapy, deeply relaxing and restoring
A great way to reduce stress and tension
Give yourself or a friend a gift – vouchers are available
Wishing you a happy, stress-free Christmas
And a healthy New Year

Angela Way
M.A.R., A.R.T.(Reg), Ad.V.R.T.(Reg), M.I.C.R.

Reiki Master Registered Practitioner
For more information ring:
(Hook Norton) 01608 730245
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SPRING FROG RACING IN HOOKY
The Friends of Hook Norton School are endlessly inventive and, not
content with the normal ways of raising money, we are planning a
Frog-racing Night in the New Year. Curious? More details soon, but
it involves betting – so be ready to spring into action.
Other highlights to come soon include a gig with Dave Newman’s
new rock covers band. And in the summer, we’re planning a
wine-tasting event and a family BBQ. Planning further ahead, there
will be an auction of promises in Spring 2009, so please start
thinking about what you can pledge.
Thanks to all those concerned for helping with the Bags for School scheme, which has
raised £160 (all funds currently collected go towards a new school mini-bus). Thanks
also to those who attended and offered cooking instructions at the very
successful Ladies Night on November 16. We’re hoping for a good
boost to funds to come from the Christmas Fayre on November 30.
Finally, particularly for those who can’t wait for the frog-racing,
please consider joining the School Lottery, which offers great prizes
at the monthly draw and really helps our fund-raising. Details from
the school office.
Happy Christmas to all our supporters and helpers.

HARRIERS
HOOKY CHRISTMAS
CANTER
(6 'Country’ Miles)
Sunday 16th December
10.30am
Sports and Social Club.
Inaugural Running of this
unmeasured Multi-Terrain
Cotswold Run.
Christmas Pud's to
Seniors/Vets/
1st,2nd,3rd/M & F.
A hot mince pie & mulled wine
to all finishers.
Enter online at
www.runnersworld.co.uk
/events/
or D. Hailey 01869 338942
Entry forms available
at the Club.
Entry fees
£5 club runner
£7 unattatched.
(£1 extra to enter on the day).

CHIPPING
NORTON
ORGANICS
fresh organic fruit & vegetables
bread, eggs, cheese, milk, wine,
organic wholefoods,
and excellent personal service.
Unique box scheme with every order
tailormade to suit individual needs.

TEL 01608 642973
www.chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
sales@chippingnortonorganics.co.uk
ORGANICS ON YOUR DOORSTEP !
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BRUCE HOPKINS LTD.
Banbury, Oxon (01295 680711)
www.brucehopkins.co.uk

Domestic & Commercial Groundcare Machinery
Sales, Service & Spare Parts

SHOWROOM / WORKSHOP
Specialists In Antique &
Modern
Re-Upholstery
Quality Hand-Made Curtains
Pelmets & Blinds
Tailor-Made Loose Covers
Designer Fabrics
Wallpapers & Paints
VISIT OUR CRAFTSMEN AT
WORK
Buckingham Road
Industrial Estate
8d Boundary Road
Brackley NN13 7ES
01280 704437
Free Estimates & Design
Service
Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm Saturday 9am to lpm
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www.gmlawrencefurnishings.co.uk

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

May we remind parishioners that overgrown trees and hedges,
which hang over roadways, can produce a dangerous reduction
in visibility. Please check your trees/hedges and if necessary
cut them back. Hedges adjoining pavements and footpaths can
also be a nuisance and a possible danger after dark to
pedestrians and should be kept trimmed back at all times. Work
to trees and hedges should be carried out in the near future before
the birds start nesting again.

Following on from
It is some years since a Plan was produced for Hook Norton and the Parish
recent
information
Council wonders if we should now be thinking in terms of producing
about tetra paks we
another? A Parish Plan sets out a shared vision for a community and
are now told that
contains a detailed action plan to achieve that vision. The Plan would
batteries
can
be
contain issues which matter to the village such as transport, parking,
recycled and one of the
affordable housing, providing amenities for specific needs such as
collection points is Hook
the elderly or youth groups, and the Plan can be used to
Norton
library.
Others
demonstrate needs when applying for outside funding. Recently a
include Tesco and Sainsbury
Plan produced by Duns Tew led to the refurbishment of the
stores in Banbury.
Village Hall and a youth shelter, while the Deddington Plan has
We have been chided for not
shown the need for recreational space. Oxfordshire Rural
explaining what tetra paks are –
Community Council will provide both guidance and financial
they are the containers used for
support for the process. If you believe such a Plan would
fruit juices and they usually have
benefit Hook Norton and would like to be involved please
tetra pak written on somewhere.
contact the clerk, Ken Porter, on 01295 758352 or by
Oxfordshire County Council has
email kenneth_i.porter@virgin.net. If there is sufficient
informed us that it has now put in
support we will arrange a meeting to provide more
place special collection bins for tetra
information. While the Parish Council will support the
paks at the recycling centres at Grove
Plan, the intention is that an independent Steering
Lane, Chadlington and Alkerton.
Group should be formed to canvass the village and
produce the final document.
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C W SMITH
Building Contractors
Tel: 01608 737790 E.mail: cws.build@virgin.net Fax: 01608 730966

New build, Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations,
Property Maintenance
Local references available
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HOOK NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH
We are sad to record the deaths of two church friends
recently, Ernest Woolley and Jill Gage. Our love and
prayers are with Eleanor and Mike, and their families.
These deaths co-incided with 5 others in the village that
occurred over a two week period, and we are very
conscious of the fact that there will be a big gap in these
local families at this time. Our hearts go out to all who
have lost loved ones recently. Faith in God can be a great
strength and comfort in times of trouble and loss but many are not sure how to find
this, or have no certainty about life after death. If anyone has questions about these
issues (not necessarily those facing bereavement) and would like to talk about them,
John or I would be happy to help.(Telephone nos. below)
We have just sent off approx. 80 shoe boxes of gifts for needy children in poor countries
via "Operation Christmas Child" and hope they will bring joy to some young lives.
On November 25th we celebrated John Taylor's 10th anniversary as our pastor, with
a special service led by Phil Deller, minister of Chipping Campden Baptist Church, and
a shared lunch to follow.
Our usual programme of Christmas Services starts with a Carol Service on Dec 23rd
at 10.30am, then a communion on Christmas Eve, starting at 11.15pm, and
Christmas Day Family Service at 10am. A warm welcome is extended to anyone who
would like to join in any of these services.
Our “Just Desserts " series of social events kicks off again in January with a Musical
evening featuring local musicians. The date is not yet confirmed, but look out for
posters in the village. Other events will take place in February and March. Holiday
Club dates for 2008 are August 4th to 8th.
Finally, let me me share with you this "Innkeepers Prayer" which surfaced last
Christmas, although the source is unknown.
"Nobody told me she was the mother of the Christ Child the night I turned her away
from my door two thousand years ago. I did not let her in and I went down in history
as a cruel and heartless man. I did not mean to be unkind to Mary, the mother of
Jesus. If I had known the things that Jesus Himself has taught men since then, I
would have tried harder to help the Holy Mother. I know you forgave me, God, You
know how I feel inside, but the world has never pardoned me. My story is in the Bible
and it will always be echoed in the hearts of men that the Christ Child was born in a
stable because I turned Mary away from my inn.
However serious my mistake was, it was no more unforgivable than the same mistake
being made by millions today. Men and women in every walk of life seem to shut out
Christ, when there is plenty of room everywhere. They shut Him out by their greed,
their intolerance, their failure to love their fellow men. They should know better;
books tell them, preachers tell them, the Bible tells them. They know what the birth
of Christ meant to the world, but I did not know. I had been too busy to heed the
prophecy. I did not know what it meant when the light appeared in the sky and the
angels sang. But men know now. They know that love - the kind of love Christ has
for His people - is the thing that will bring peace to save the world. They have more
than one chance. All they have to do is open their hearts and minds to Him. He will
come in. Tell them, God, tell them not to make the same mistake I did. Tell them to
let the Christ Child in before it is too late."
God bless you!
Dorothy Smith 737266 John Taylor 737315
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SELECT & SAVE @ The Village Shop
High Street
Hook Norton
Oxon
OX15 5NQ
Tel 01608 737245
E-mail
enquiries@villageshophooky.co.uk
Our flower department is blooming
marvellous. Our trained florists can
make you anything to order. Are
you going to a party maybe or an
extra special treat for your loved
ones ? Remember to get your
order in early – our flowers come direct from
Holland on temperature controlled lorries. Our florist’s
services include Weddings, Events & funerals.

We are open all over Christmas, our opening times
are below. We are only closed on Christmas Day;
all it remains for us to say is thank you for all our
customers’ loyalty over 2007!!
We wish you all a Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year.
Remember to call in on Christmas Eve for
Mulled Wine & Mince Pies and have a
toast with us!!
Christmas & New Year Opening Hours
Xmas Eve Monday 24th Dec - 7am – 5pm
Xmas Day – Closed
Boxing Day – Wednesday 26th Dec – 10am – 4pm
Thursday 27th Dec – 7am – 6pm
Friday 28th Dec – 7am – 8pm
Saturday 29th Dec – 8am – 8pm
Sunday 30th Dec – 8am – 6pm
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
Collegium Regale Concert- St. Mary’s Church, Adderbury, 13th
January 2008, 7.30pm
Katharine House Hospice is delighted to be presenting a concert
in the New Year to be performed by Collegium Regale choral scholars of King’s
College, Cambridge. All members are currently students at the University of
Cambridge, studying a variety of disciplines, but all sharing the same passion for
choral music. Their repertoire spans eight centuries, with emphasis on sacred music
from the fifteenth to the twentieth century; madrigals, folk songs, part songs and
close harmony — for which the group is best known. Many remark on the diverse
nature of the group’s repertoire; surprised to find Byrd and the Beach Boys within the
same concert programme!
Tickets are £15 each (including mulled wine) and can be obtained by calling Sarah in
the Fundraising Office on (01295) 812161. Please note that there will be no allocated
seating on the evening and doors open at 7pm.
Christmas Merchandise
Don’t forget we still have a wide selection of Christmas cards and our hospice garden
calendar is available at our five charity shops (including Chipping Norton) and hospice
reception.
Quilt Raffle
We are holding our popular Quilt Raffle again this Christmas, using two beautiful
hand-made quilts made and donated by supporters. Tickets are £1 each and will be
on sale from early November with the raffle being drawn in mid to late December.
Hospice Christmas Quiz
This year’s quiz has been even more popular than last years and you can still buy it
at hospice reception and in our charity shops, price £2. Closing date Monday 21st
January 2008. Winner will be notified. 1st prize: a meal for two at Feathers Bistro,
Woodstock.
Thank you for your ongoing support which is very much appreciated.
Sarah Bidwell Fundraising Dept, (01295) 812161

STEKPANNA
7.30pm 6th December 2007
at the Royal British Legion Club
High Street, Deddington.
Tickets £5 from the Secretary on 01869 338325
Email eileenandersonuk@yahoo.co.uk
or on the door.
www.stekpanna.com
“Quick-witted and distinctive as ever, what impresses most ... is the sheer range of
musical material and reference points that Stekpanna somehow appear to seamlessly
enfold within their signature sound. “(Peter Quinn, Jazzwise)
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ST PETER'S CHURCH
Well, the ‘Christmas issue’ of the newsletter has come around
again, and whether you have yet had to fight your way through the
ever-growing collection of Christmas glitz in Banbury or not, the
fast-approaching festive season is becoming hard to ignore.
St. Peter’s kicked off its Christmas
run-up with the annual Craft Fair,
which is now one of the most popular and wellattended in the region! This year’s event raised nearly
£4,500, so many thanks to all those who attended
and supported the day. Heartfelt thanks especially to
chief organiser and cornerstone, Jan Hughes, without whom the Craft Fair just
wouldn’t happen, along with the myriad of workers who helped make the day so
successful, and to the many talented ‘crafters’ who wowed us with their creativity and
enabled us to start our Christmas shopping without even stepping out of the village!
Copies of our ‘exculsive’ St. Peter’s Nature Calendar for 2008 sold like hot-cakes
at the craft fair, and are also now available to purchase either at the village shop or
the village post office. Many thanks to both establishments for agreeing to sell them
for us. The A4 sized calendar has space to write notes for each day, and each month
features a seasonal photograph by Patrick Fox. They are priced at £5 each, with all
proceeds from sales going to St. Peter’s.
Christmas is a time that, whilst often frenetic, should allow
reflection on what we are actually celebrating: the
embodiment on earth of our One God in human form, and
the subsequent sacrifice of life that was made for us all.
Spare some time also, to pray for and remember the millions
of Christians around the world who will not be able to
celebrate Christmas or even worship in public, for fear of
imprisonment, torture or death. For most Christians in the
developed world, sharing and helping to spread God’s word
and the knowledge of Jesus’ love is an integral part of ‘being’
a Christian, but in many other countries, they are
persecuted, incarcerated or worse. Our prayers are needed
daily.
Prayer has been the focus of the Benefice’s recent participation in Tearfund’s Global
Poverty Prayer Week (November 12th-18th), a week-long prayer programme
involving 100,000 local churches and Christians groups worldwide. The initiative,
supported by prayer vigils at churches around the Benefice, was dedicated to prayer
for major global poverty-related issues, including climate change, trade injustice and
water/sanitation, and took place through Tearfund’s Be part of a miracle
(www.bepartofamiracle.org.uk) campaign, which hopes to release 50 million people
from spiritual and material poverty in the next ten years.
On to upcoming dates now, with lots of music and carols scheduled at St. Peter’s
during the run-up to the big birthday bash on December 25th.. Diaries at the ready....
Christmas concerts:
The Hook Norton Brass Band Christmas Concert:
Saturday 1st December (7.30 pm)
The North Cotswold Chamber Choir Christmas Concert:
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Special Christmas/New Year Services:
Young People’s Christmas Service. Sunday December 16th, 10 am.
Carols for Christmas. Sunday December 23rd, 10 am.
ü

Midnight Communion. Christmas Eve: Monday December 24th, 11.30 pm.
Christmas Day Birthday Celebration: Tuesday December 25th, 10 am.

ü

Epiphany Service of Morning Worship: Sunday January 6th 2008, 10 am.
It is hoped to follow the Epiphany service with a shared lunch.

Regular Diary Dates:
Jesus and Me (JAM) club: Hook Norton Primary School study centre, every
Wednesday, 3.15-4.15 pm during term time, for keystage 1 and keystage 2
children (not nursery).
Wheelers and Squealers: Our regular get-togethers for the village tots, tinies
and their parents/carers. 11.00 am at St. Peter’s, every second Thursday of the
month (see posters for confirmation).
Benefice Prayer meetings: Every third Wednesday of the month. Please see
noticeboard in church porch or the website for dates and venues.
Font Café: 10.00 am ‘til 12.00 noon, every Tuesday and Saturday morning at St.
Peter’s. Fresh coffee, tea and biscuits, served free of charge. It’s an opportunity
to meet with friends, relax and enjoy a chat. Children and well-behaved dogs
welcome! If anyone would like to help out as a Font Café volunteer, even on an
occasional basis, please speak to Jan Hughes for more information, or pop along
during opening times and speak to any of the helpers on that day!
Please remember the start of the next Alpha course, which takes place at the home
of Janet Collins, is scheduled for the New Year. Alpha is an opportunity for anyone to
explore the Christian faith in a relaxed and low-key setting, with a meal and
discussion time. For a general overview, please have a look at the Alpha website, on
http://uk.alpha.org, or speak to Janet Collins (737515), Jan Hughes (737900) or
Sheila Acreman (737223).
And finally, we are now hopefully very close to being granted the Faculty that will
enable us to remove and replace the old pews in St. Peter’s with much more
comfortable, upholstered chairs. More concrete news is anticipated in the next issue!
Wishing everyone a peaceful Christmas and New Year.
Sophia Fox, Churchwarden. 730818; sophiafox1@aol.com;

THE WARRINER CHORAL SOCIETY CHRISTMAS CONCERT!
This increasingly popular event returns to the beautiful setting of St Mary’s Church,
Bloxham, on Saturday 15th December at 7.30pm. This year we shall be joined by
the Banbury District Youth Orchestra to offer a medley of carols, readings, and
other seasonal music. As always there shall be refreshments during the evening.
Please be sure of getting a seat, to join and enjoy this special occasion.
Tickets (£8 and concessions) are available from Bloxham Post Office, One Man
Band Banbury, Hayward White Deddington, Jenny on 01295 721224, or on the
door.
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KEITH ROWLEY MBIPDT
PROFESSIONAL DOG TRAINER & BEHAVIOURIST
Individual Tuition
Puppy Training
Veterinary Referrals
Behavioural Problems

01608 730755
Structural & Civil Engineering Consultancy
Work undertaken in the following areas:
Ø
Ø
Ø

Refurbishment & conversions
Domestic new build & extensions
Commercial & Industrial buildings

Specialist areas of work:
Ø
Ø
Ø

Stonework
Oak framed structures
3D Engineering

Tel: 0845 241 4705
Mob: 07813 694 680

Email: sean@solid-structures.com
www.solid-structures.com

Solid Stuctures (UK) LTD, The Brewery, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon OX15 5NY
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HNS&SC YOUTH CLUB OUTING -24TH OCTOBER 2007
After months of fund raising and meeting our target of £500 for the entry tickets, the
day finally arrived to go to Drayton Manor Park.
We were all on time for the coach and set off as planned at 9am.
The sun was shining, just as we'd hoped and the kids were let loose in the park when
we arrived. They couldn't wait to go on the rides that we were too scared to even
watch. Little Zach and Val Stratford came along and we finally braved the Dragon
Roller coaster. (it was quite high!)… Some of us met up for lunch whilst others queued
time after time for their favourite rides.
We all met up at 4pm to go on the Log Flume together. Thirteen of us braved the cold
water, others were already soaked as they couldn't wait and had already been on. It
was a scream!
At 4.45pm we all met near the entrance to have a photo shoot, then back to the coach
for 5pm. We were all on time! We arrived back to Hooky, after a fab day at 6.30pm.
Can we say a huge Thank You to Val for paying £340 for the coach for us, through
The Lee Stratford Trust. Without this, we would have had to ask the kids to contribute
towards the trip, to Zach for being a little treasure, to all the parents who trusted us
with their children AND last, but definitely not least…. To all the kids who came along
on our first outing. You were all fantastic and an absolute credit to Hook Norton Youth
Club. It was a pleasure to take you. Love Kerrie and Colette
Youth Club Dates
14th Dec 6 - 7.30pm £1

7th Jan 6 - 8pm £1
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NORTH COTSWOLD CHAMBER CHOIR
Carol Concert, Saturday 15th December at 7.30pm, St Peter’s Church
We’re delighted to be making a return visit to St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton, for
a Christmas concert of festive seasonal items, carols for choir and audience, and
the evocative Ceremony of Carols by Benjamin Britten. For this piece we are
privileged to be joined by David Watkins, arguably the foremost harpist in the
country. David was picked by Sir Georg Solti to be Principal Harpist at the Royal
Opera House, Covent Garden, and subsequently played with the Royal
Philharmonic and London Philharmonic Orchestras…and to top it all, he’s a local
(he lives in Chipping Norton)! Our programme also includes pieces by Gustav
Holst and Eric Whitacre, as well as favourite carols such as Gaudete, Jesus Christ
the Apple Tree, and Away in a Manger.
We do hope you will be able to join us for what promises to be a very special
occasion.
Tickets, priced £12 / £9 concessions / £4 under 14s / £25 family ticket (up to 3
children under 14 + 2 adults) are available from The Village Shop, or by
contacting Paul Cann (737282), John Kay (730289) or Jenny Mead (730146).
John Kay

Thinking about
alterations to
your property?

OXFORD NATURE
CONSERVATION FORUM
Free weekly
environmental bulletin
Are
you
interested
in
conservation and wildlife issues?
This free Oxfordshire weekly
bulletin details local events,
walks and talks, family days,
courses
and
lectures,
Job
vacancies, Updates and useful
environmental
information.
We don't sell or
share the email
address
with
anyone
else
and
our
bulletin is in a
very
simple
format so it won't
clog up your inbox.
If you'd like to receive it please
email
Cynth
on
cynth@oncf.org.uk

Building Services
Contact:
Geoff Sam pson

BSD
BS Design

Drawings Prepared
P lan ning P er missio n & Building
Reg ulation Approval Obtained
FREE no oblig ation site visit

Tel: 07808 906225
Email: geo ff.sampson@tiscali.co.u k
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Christmas is on the way and a New Year soon to begin.
We are now taking bookings for New Years Eve with our exciting menu see below
New Years Eve
Fresh Cornish Crab Soufflé with Cheddar Cheese Sauce
Mediterranean Vegetable Soup with Herb Croutons
Crispy Confit of Duck Leg, with Chinese Greens,
Plum and Chilli Dressing
ll
i
Goats Cheese and Onion Tart with a Sunblushed Tomato Chutney
t w ion
o
w
t
----------------------alb nc Ne
t T r Fu the
r
o
,
e
u
28Day
Mature
Fillet
Steak served with Creamed Horseradish
P o se
e
ete s in nd lcom
Potato, Watercress and Béarnaise Sauce
P
a e
u
r
e
Sashimi Tuna, Nicoise, Sauce Vierge
ne in ng W re
in erta alo ody
F
Provencale Vegetable and Cheese Wellington served
d
t
e
e
r
b
c
te en m y
with Parsley Cheese Sauce
Af ain . Co Ever ran
t
Braised
Lamb
Shank
served on Smashed Roots infused with
a g o o m In .
En
Truffle Oil and Rosemary Sauce
R ear
Y
----------------------Chocolate and Hazelnut Tart with Vanilla Scented Whipped Cream
Traditional Rum Baba served with Creme Anglaise
Kirsch Soaked Cherry Tart with Custard
---------------------£34.00
Coffee

ay
aw
ke d
a
r T de
Ou exten Take Out Menu
t
e
ly
rg
Fo new
Peppered Steak and Mushroom Pie, served with
n’t enu,
o
D m
Vegetables and Potatoes £6.50

Roast Sirloin of Beef served with Vegetables, Potatoes and Gravy £6.50
Freshly Battered Fish and Chips £4.95
Roast Chicken served with Vegetables, Potatoes and Gravy £5.95
4oz marinated Rump Steak served with Salad and Chips £6.25
Smoked Salmon Salad and Chips £6.50
Cold Roast Beef Salad and Chips £6.50
Honey Baked Ham Salad and Chips £6.50
Cold Chicken Salad and Chips £6.50
Cauliflower Cheese, Thyme and Potato Pie topped with
Short crust pastry served with Vegetables £6.50
Breaded Whole tail Scampi and Chips £6.95

Christmas Opening Times
Christmas Day 11.30am – 1.30pm
Boxing Day 12am – 4pm / 7pm – Midnight
Please note Kitchen is Closed all day Christmas Day and Boxing Day

01608 737570
www.the-suninn.com
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Cantamus of Shipston
With The Orchestra of the Swan
7.30pm Friday 14th December 2007
The Townsend Hall, Shipston-on-Stour
A concert of Christmas music
Including excerpts from
Handel’s Messiah
Contact: Brian Aspery
Tel: 01608 686927

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP

Sessional daycare for children aged 2 – 11 years.
Call 01608 737680 for more information.

Morning Playgroup
Pick up from nursery
Lunch Club
Take to Nursery
Afternoon Playgroup
Pick up from School
After School Club

Days
Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday

Times
9am-12noon
11.30am
12noon-12.30pm
12.30pm
12.30-3.30
3.15pm
3pm-6pm
cost per hr

Costs
£7.00
£1.30
£1.30
£1.30
£7.00
£1.00
£3.00

Hook Norton Pre-school Playgroup now offer funded places for 3 year olds! Our
Holiday Club will run throughout the summer holidays, please call for a booking
form. Also we now have sessions available for the Autumn term. Just give us a
call to discuss your needs and we’ll do our best to accommodate!
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For the cover picture
and these pictures of
Hook Norton School
in the snow.
(I think they are
looking forward to
the school holidays!
Ed.)

THANK YOU TO :
Harriett Borland
Angus Brown
Sophie O’Sullivan
Jasmine Shirley
Victoria Smith
Kitty Wright
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FRANCIS MORDAUNT

MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the Open College of Foot Health Professionals
Member of the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
To enquire about a home visit please telephone:

01295 730615
Professional Foot Care in Your Own Home

LOGS
TOP QUALITY, SPLIT, SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
BULK OR BAGS

DAVID RANDALL TREE WORK
01608 738109 / 07831 571176
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SPECIAL EVENTS SAY GOODBYE TO OXFORDSHIRE’S MILLENNIUM
Symphonie Conique in Chipping Norton and Henley
Centrepiece of the celebrations is Symphonie Conique, a magical forest of spires some of them up to 40 feet high – which change colour and also respond to people
around them with different sounds. A soundtrack unique to Oxfordshire has been
created, which includes bells, horses’ hooves and even the Friday night chip shop!
Symphonie Conique, which is produced by French company Airvag and has travelled
around the world, will make an appearance in Chipping Norton on December 6
(creating an echo of the ancient Rollright Stones on the Common), Henley (reflecting
in the water and on one thousand years of history by the riverside) and Oxford (Broad
Street) on December 7. All ten cones will then be reunited in Oxford for one magical
showing.
Symphonie Conique will add a millennium dimension to the Christmas lights switch-on
and festive celebrations in Chipping Norton and Henley.
In Chipping Norton, a candlelight procession to the Common is part of an
evening which also includes late-night shopping (until 9pm), stalls, roundabouts and
rides, a Christmas bazaar in the Town Hall and a pig roast. In Henley, traditional
celebrations also include late-night shopping, plus carol singing round Christmas tree
in the town square.
Thursday December 6: Chipping Norton Lights Up
6pm-10pm, Chipping Norton town
centre and the Common Ground,
New Street,
6pm, Christmas lights switch-on with
Mayor
followed
by
6.30pm,
procession to Common Ground
Produced
in
partnership
with
Chipping Norton Theatre, Chipping
Norton Town Council and Chipping
Norton School.
Supported by Oxfordshire County
Council, Arts Council England, Emma’s Trust and Chipping Norton
Town Council.

The family
of the
late Mr. Gordon White
would like to thank
everyone for their
kind cards, messages
of sympathy
and donations
in their
recent bereavement.
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DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors
6a Market Place, Chipping Norton.
Oxfordshire. OX7 5NA
Tel: 01608 643036 Fax: 01608 641025
Conveyancing (written quotations on request). Matrimonial
problems (SFLA Member). Wills. Probate. Accident claims and
General family business.
Home visits arranged for the housebound in the Hook Norton area.
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HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES
The Beer Festival Donations Evening was held at the Brewery Visitor Centre on 30th
October, where the following charities and organisations were invited to receive their
cheques:
Leukaemia Research
First Response (first aid)
Hook Norton Rainbows
1st Hook Norton Brownies
2nd Hook Norton Brownies
Hook Norton Guides
Hook Norton Beavers
Hook Norton Newsletter
Hook Norton Playgroup
Lee Stratford
Fire Service Benevolent Fund
Hook Norton School minibus
Breast Cancer Research
Great Rollright School
Chipping Norton Midwives
Hook Norton School
Music Department

£5,500
£250
£200
£200
£200
£200
£200
£500
£300
£500
£250
£800
£500
£300
£300
£300

The grand total of £10,500 is a tribute to the hard work of everybody involved and
not least to that of the great beer-drinking residents of the village who braved the
floods to do their bit for charity! Once again - many thanks to you all.

HOOKY PLAYERS
Rehearsals for the pantomime 'Beauty and The Beast' are now well under way. This
season's show is directed by Richard Wheelton, with Cate Whitehead
as musical director.
The pantomime will take place in the Memorial Hall, Hook Norton with
performances at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 23, Thursday 24, Friday
25, Saturday 26 January 2008. There will also be a matinee
performance on Saturday 26 January at 2.30 p.m.
The box office will open on Wednesday 2 January and tickets are
priced the same as last year - Adults £6-50, with concessions/children at £4-50.
These can be obtained, as usual, from Sheila 01608 730355.
From past experience we are fortunate to be over-subscribed, so don't delay in
reserving your seats ASAP after 2 January 2008.
Brian Rider

HELP – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The League of Friends of the Churchill Hospital are desperate for volunteers of any
age who are able to spare a couple of hours a week, or could provide occasional
relief cover to work in the tea-bar and shop to keep it fully open for patients,
visitors and staff. From the income generated the League helps provide facilities
and equipment for the hospital. It's a great way to discover a new circle of friends
and at the same time enjoy a lot of job satisfaction.
All travel expenses are refunded. To have a chat please telephone 01865 771945
anytime or email at: lof-ch@orh.nhs.uk
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Horse Riding
in
Hook Norton
·

Indoor and outdoor schools, so what ever the weather
come and ride!

·

Horses and Ponies of all shapes and sizes

·

Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school.

·

Reduced Rates 10.30 - 3.30 Tuesday to Friday.

·

School holidays 'own a pony days' and more...

·

Gift Vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)

Turpins Lodge Riding School, Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information.
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Where ever you ride please ensure they have a council licence.
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CHILDREN’S CENTRES IN OXFORDSHIRE
CONSULTATION ON NEW DEVELOPMENT
As many of you may know the County Council is already developing children's centres
in many areas of Oxfordshire and will have 29 children’s centres by March 2008. If
you’re not sure where these centres are, please look on our website
or
phone
Oxfordshire
Children’s
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/childrenscentres
Information Service 08452 262636.
We are now planning to develop children’s centre services across the rest of the
county. This development will take place from April 2008 to the end of March 2010.
There are likely to be another 17 centres.
A consultation, taking place this autumn, will include open evenings in the proposed
areas for development, questionnaires, and focus groups. You can also get more
information about the consultation and how to respond by visiting the County
Council’s website www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/childrenscentres. If you would like a paper
copy of the questionnaire sent to you individually, please contact the Early Years and
Childcare Service on 01235 549331 or email judi.clark@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

OXFORDSHIRE CHILDREN’S INFORMATION SERVICE
Oxfordshire Children’s Information Service provides a wealth of FREE information and
advice on childcare and services for children, young people and families. Your child
may soon be starting school, so you
may like to consider returning to
Every child
work. OCIS offers advice both on
choosing suitable childcare options
deserves the
and financial help that may be
best possible
available to you, such a child tax
credits.
start in life
If you have just moved to the area, or
HOME-START needs volunteers to
have just had a child, you may be
support
families with young children
looking for a local nursery or toddler
group. We have a comprehensive list Do you have parenting experience and a few hours to
of all pre school provision in your
spar e each week?
area. We can help you find your local
Could you be a H ome -Start Volunt eer?
children’s centre; an excellent place
to get to know people and to take
We offer free training, friendly support, fun
advantage of all the services they
offer, such as crèche facilities, a drop
and paid expenses.
in or childcare services.
We also offer information on careers
and jobs in the childcare sector and
one to one support if you are new to
this type of work. Or, if you want to
get straight into a job, we also
produce
a
newsletter
giving
information on live vacancies in your
area.
For all the information your family
needs, call us on 08452 26 26 36, text
‘information’ to 07895 070818 or visit
our website www.oxoncis.org.uk

For more i nformation contact: The Organiser s

HOME-START BANBURY
& CHIPPING NORTON
01295 266358
Email : info@home-startbanbury.org. uk
Register your interest on-l ine
www.home-startbanbury.org.uk
Regis ter ed Char ity No 2968 37
Applicants will be s ubject to
a CRB dis closure check
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Khosravi Persian Carpets
Experience the beauty of a hand-made Persian rug direct
from Iran in your home.
No obligation to purchase.
Elegance that will last a lifetime at a price you can afford.
Please telephone Sakine Faulkner for an
appointment - 01 608 7301 94

HOOKY PET AND HOME CARE
Pets fed and fussed whilst owners away
Pet and house sitting service

Please call Hilary Wiseman
01608 730090
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Sports & Social Club
Opening Times Dec/Jan
•

or

‚ = 1st or 2nd Team Senior Football Home Matches
* = Event

Week Commencing 26th Nov

Week Commencing 24th Dec

Sat 1st - CLUB CLOSED
Christmas Ball Evening 7.30*

Wed 26th Boxing Day – 11am onwards
• & J (KO 12pm)

Sun 2nd - Christmas Bazaar 12 - 6pm* J

Sat 29th - 12 - 8pm • & J
Sun 30th - 12 - 6pm J

Week Commencing 3rd Dec
Sat 8th - 12 - 7pm • & J
The Club will close at 7pm for
a Private Function
Sun 9th - CLUB CLOSED
Lee Trust Christmas Parties

Week Commencing 31st Dec
Mon 31st - New Years Eve Family Disco
By Invitation Only*
New Years Day 1st Jan 08 - 12 - 8pm J
Fri 4th Jan - Family Bingo 7.30*
Sat 5th Jan - 12 - 6pm •

Week Commencing 10th Dec

Sun 6th Jan - 12 - 2pm

Tues 11th - 6 - 10.30pm • & J
Turning on the Floodlights
Fri 14th - Youth Club 6 - 7.30pm*

Week Commencing 7th Jan 08
Fri 11th Jan -Youth Club - 6 - 8pm*

Fri 14th - Family Bingo 7.30pm*

Sat 12th Jan - 12 - 8pm • & J

Sat 15th - 12 - 7.30pm • & J
Sat 15th - Race Night & Karaoke 7.30pm
Sun 16th - 10am - 6pm J
Harriers Race Day

Sun 13th Jan - 12 - 6pm J
Week Commencing 14th Jan 08
Fri 18th Jan - Family Bingo - 7:30*

Week Commencing 17th Dec

Sat 19th Jan - 12 - 8pm • & J

Fri 21st - Family Bingo 7.30pm*

Sun 20th Jan - 12 - 6pm J

The bar will also be open
for Events*
For Ticketed events the fee
must be paid
Last orders will be called 30
minutes before
closing time.
Times subject to change
depending on Sporting
fixtures at home or on TV.
For latest updates visit
http://www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk/8.html
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2008
Directory of Services
Would you like to be included in the 2008 Hook Norton Directory
of Services? This brochure of names and numbers for local
businesses and places of interest, is distributed along with the
February Village Newsletter, so entries need to be in by 31st
December. As well as the obvious advantage of advertising our
ever increasing number of local businesses, this brochure is
intended to inform villagers of contact names and numbers for the
many local organisations that we have, under headed categories.
Please fill in the application form if you would like to be included
in the next directory, and deposit it in the box in The Post Office,
or send it to:Diana Barber
Dove Close House, Scotland End,
Hook Norton. OX15 5NR
Extra forms are available on the Hook Norton Web Site at :
http://www.news-hooknorton.freeserve.co.uk/
Forms can be emailed to Diana at
diana@geminis.freeserve.co.uk
To help with the printing costs, a donation of £4 for the
Hook Norton Newsletter should be attached to all forms or
sent electronically to:
Co-Operative Bank,
PO Box 250, Delf House,
Southway, Skelmersdale, WN8 6WT
Account: Hook Norton Newsletter
Sort Code: 08-92-99
Account Number: 65249518
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2008
Directory of Services
Application

Your Details
Name..................................................................................................................................................
Phone Number.........................................................................................................................
Donation sent in the form of

.................................................................................

Cash/Cheque/Direct payment

Directory Details
Category.........................................................................................................................................
Business / Organisation Name..............................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................................

Contact Name..........................................................................................................................
Contact Number....................................................................................................................
E-Mail Address.........................................................................................................................
Web Address..............................................................................................................................
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Oats
The health shop in Chipping Norton
(with cards upstairs)

26 High Street - 01608 646556
Specialist Diet Foods :
Gluten free & wheat free, dairy free, sugar free, yeast free, vegan & vegetarian
Ready made foods and baking ingredients available to accommodate these diets
Ask for the list of chilled and frozen meals
Organic, Fairtrade, Gluten Free, Diary Free chocolate
Free tastings
Free half hour consultation sessions with a trained nutritional Solgar Advisor
Free magazines and leaflets
Free expert advice via specialist telephone helplines
Free deliveries to Hook Norton are available; £10 minimum spend.
Free special orders for foods and supplements – no extra handling charge
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Music at the Crossroads 2008
Hot News ….. Hot News ….. Hot News ……..
For M@C12 next year on July 5th 2008, we are
proud, and very excited to announce that our
headline act will be:

The Manfreds
This top class band, features Paul Jones (also a Radio2 DJ) and Mike D'Abo,
plus original members Tom McGuiness and Mike Hugg
– from the Manfred Mann band.
The Manfreds have an amazing catalogue of hits from the 60’s and 70’s including :
‘Do Wah Diddy’, ‘Might Quinn’, ‘5-4-3-2-1’, ‘Pretty Flamingo’, ‘Sha La La’, ‘If You
Gotta Go, Go Now’ …….and loads more.
Check out their website and hear their hits on: www.themanfreds.com
2008 promises to be extra appealing so to ensure the village have first offer on
tickets, we are aiming to offer lower priced advanced tickets for village residents in
the spring. These will be available in time for our Spring Kick-off Event, look out for
details in future village newsletters.
2007 Donations
This year saw a record number of requests for donations from local groups and good
causes and unfortunately we couldn’t help with every request. We have focused on
providing donations to village related groups, to those who help to make the event
possible and ones that have a local connection, e.g. Katherine House Hospice. The
complete list of all the donations includes…
Leukaemia Research
HN Pre School Play Group
Katharine House Hospice

£1,000
£300
£200

Air Training Corps
Lee Stratford Trust
HN Netball club

£500
£100
£100

HN Primary School
HN WI

£500
£100

1st HN Brownies
HN Rangers

£150
£100

HN 1st Rainbows

£150

HN Care Group

£150

2nd HN Brownies
HN Village Museum
Sibford Cub Scouts

£150
£200
£100

HN Allotment Association
£100
HN Sports & Social Club
£250
HN Beavers
£100
Lucy Curtis
£100
HN Children’s Holiday Club
£200
HN St Peters Church Youth Group
Fire Service Benevolent Fund

HN Carry On Learning £100
£100
tbc

A reminder that next year’s Music at the Crossroads will be on
Saturday 5th July 2008.
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Full range of
Hook Norton Ales
Traditional home cooked food
The Pear Tree Inn
Tel: 01608 737482

Bed and Breakfast
Quiz night - Sundays

ERIC WYATT
no call out charge
WASHING MACHINE - TUMBLE DRYER
COOKER - FRIDGES AND
FRIDGE FREEZERS
Eric Wyatt
6 Round Close Rd, Adderbury
Tel. No. (01295) 810116
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HOOK NORTON W.I.
On Tuesday the 16th of October the W.I. Members were given a very
interesting talk by Mrs. Barbara Grey about the weddings she had
attended of some of the foreign students that stayed with her during
their time in Oxford. As usual it was a very amusing and fascinating
glimpse into other cultures and practices.
Our thanks go to Janice Black for organising a very successful shopping
trip to Solihull on the 6th of November. It was beautiful day, great fun and everybody
enjoyed the occasion.
Our next talk is called "one man's view" by Mr. Mike Hallam, and the competition is
a picture of "A Hook Norton event".
Our meetings are held at the Baptist Hall every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 2p.m.
Visitors are always very welcome.
Alrys Morris.

HOOK NORTON
PRESCHOOL
PLAYGROUP
We'd like to say a
huge thank you to
the Chipping Norton
Lions
Club
who
have donated £150
to us so that we
could buy a new
cooker.
Thank you, also to
Buywise of Banbury
for
supplying
a
cooker at such a
reasonable price.
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Held on the second
Saturday
from 9-12 midday.
A variety of stalls including
bric-a-brac, collectables,
cakes, plants, cards,
jewellery, and much more.
Lots of bargains!
To hire a table
(£3.00 / £6.00),
ring Julie Tobin on 737952
The market will be held in
the Memorial Hall
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ARE YOU AGED 60 YEARS OR OVER?
HAVE YOU HAD A RECENT FALL?
ARE YOU WORRIED ABOUT FALLING? AGAIN?
The problem of falling increases as we get older. Falls are usually caused by a
number of things, by changing some of these you can lower your chances of falling.
The Oxfordshire Falls Service offers programmes to help reduce the risk of falling.
If you would like any information about our service for yourself or for a
friend/relative, please call our office on: 01993 209556.
The Falls Prevention Service is delivered in partnership between the Oxfordshire PCT
and Social and Community Services.
Oxfordshire Falls Prevention Service Exercise Sessions
Gentle seated exercise - free taster sessions for clubs/groups with a fully qualified
Keep Fit Association teacher. The benefits of exercise are numerous:
Give more energy and help you sleep better
Make your heart stronger
Make your bones and muscles stronger
Help with mobility and flexibility
Improve self-esteem and sense of well-being
Have fun and socialise with friends
All exercise takes place in a seated position and involves music and the use of small
apparatus. For further information contact: Shirley Wong
County Exercise Coordinator For Older People in Oxfordshire
Social & Community Services in partnership with Oxfordshire Falls Prevention
Service Tel: 07765282734

CLASSICAL GUITAR
CONCERT
On Friday November 9th,
music lovers listened to a
concert in St Peters church
given by the classical guitar
players of Duo Nocturne.
They are Brian Penny and
Rebecca
Clifford
who
played a range of works
from what they called the
"golden age" of the guitar
in the 19th century. They
live in Banbury where they
teach and from where they
perform
all
over
the
country.
For those interested in
learning more about them,
they have a web site at
www.duonocturne.co.uk
and a phone number of
01295-271900.
John Morris

C

y and Crockery for Hir
r
e
l
t
u
e

Are you holding an event that you need to
hire cutlery and crockery for?
I have enough for 120 people including
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls
and serving spoons.
15p an item, and return it dirty!
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.
From private dinner parties for 10
to the one off party for 120 guests
all you need to do is call:

Vicky Taylor
on
01295 788924/ 07841 910037
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Paul Austin
Electrical services
Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 737031 Mobile: 07970 457291
Sockets ~ Lights ~ Extensions ~ Re-wires
Domestic
Agricultural & Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

24HR SERVICE

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly cooked fish and chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4.30 – 8.45pm
Also availa ble for any outside events, private parties, etc.
Tel: 01295 8 12 811
0779 459849
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RANGER GUIDES
Ranger Guides are part of the 14+ age group in Girlguiding UK.
We are a small group at present but hope to welcome several girls
from Guides in the New Year.
In keeping with principles of Girlguiding UK we try to run a balanced
and varied programme.
During half term we walked from Wolvercote along the Thames path into Oxford,
climbed three towers - St Michael at the Northgate, Carfax and St Mary's - and then
walked back to Wolvercote along the Oxford Canal path. These activities are part of
a county Challenge to celebrate the '1000 years of Oxfordshire' .
An International flavour was introduced when, in recognition of
the Hindu festival of Divali, the girls cooked and ate an Indian
meal.
Several of the girls took part in the Remembrance Day parade.
Our programme up to Christmas includes a craft evening and a
visit to the theatre as well as working on our current community
action project in aid of the homeless.
If any girls or young women in the 14 to 25 age range would like to know more about
Rangers they can contact me on01608 737 542 or email jenny.bruton@virgin.net
Jenny Bruton

HOOK NORTON
SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB
THANK YOU'S
Well Done to all who
attended
our
latest
3
fundraising events at the
club.
1. Our Jumble on October
27th raised £155
2. The Yetties raised £116
- when an enjoyable night
was had by all. Thank you
also to the people who
donated raffle prizes at this
event.
3. and PUDSEY bingo raised
£103 for the very worthy
BBC children in need.
Your support is very much
appreciated, keep up the
good work!
Hope to see you all soon at
the events listed in
this
newsletter.
Many thanks.

HNS&SC.

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
COMPANY

NO FUSS
NO MESS
NO PROBLEM
Oxford
Stadhampton
Deddington
Mobile
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01865 772996
01865 400244
01869337500
07711 443050

Swalcliffe Park Equestrian
Livery Yard & Cross Country
Swalcliffe Grange Banbury Oxon OXI5 5EX
(formally Grange Farm Stables)

Cross Country Course

Full Livery

with training fields
Jumps 2'3"-3'6"
2 water complex
Available for Hire
Contact 01295 780206

in small exclusive yard
set in quiet rural surroundings
Floodlit school.
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Thank You !!!
Thank you so much to everyone that helped make the
Sibford Gower Primary School
“Auction of Promises” on 6th October
such an amazing success.
To all of the people who pledged such wonderful and diverse “Promises” and to all
who placed Sealed Bids or attended the very enjoyable evening – we thank you!
You helped us to raise £10,000 on the evening, towards the new Information and
Technology suite and classrooms for the School.

LOOKING FOR A PEN
FRIEND IN AFRICA?
We spent a few weeks
in Northern Malawi this
summer renovating a
Health Centre for the
local community & were
approached by a
manager in the local
technical college to find
a pen friend for his 15
year old daughter.
She is studying at
school for her final
exams in September
2008 & she loves
watching movies.
Malawi is such a
beautiful country & the
people are so friendly.

Executive, leather interior vehicles now available for:
· Airports
· Seaports
· Tours
· Business to Business
No signs or plates displayed (on request)
No obligation quotes 01608 737 161
Corporate and Private Accounts welcome

If you are interested
please contact Anne
Tutt on 01608
730281 or
Anne.Tutt@
ukgateway.net

Hook Norton, Oxfordshire

British Chauffeurs Guild
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MJB General Services Limited
Qualified Electrician ● Painting ● Decorating
Carpentry ● Brickwork ● Property Maintenance
No job too small ● All work considered
No obligation quotations ● Fully insured
2 Nil Farm Cottages, Hook Norton
Tel: 01608 730322 or 07711 669434

Plumbing & Heating

Please Telephone 01608 737550
(Answer Machine)
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HOOK NORTON LIBRARY
Hello, just a short note from the library. We are very busy with lots of new
members having joined.
We held another art afternoon in the half term in the reading room, with Jude
Barret from the Ashmolean Museum. The children enjoyed making mummies (the
Egyptian sort) as well as a sarcophagus, all ornately decorated, using paper and
plaster - and very impressive they were too.
I’m hoping that in the not too distant future we may do a rhyme time for our
younger members so watch this space.
Don’t forget, that not only do we lend books, dvds etc. but we also recycle
household batteries, have computers on broadband and have photocopying
facilities as well.
Finally we would like to thank you all for your continued support
of the library and wish you all a very happy Xmas and new year.
From Janet and Penny at Hook Norton Library
Library Opening Hours
Monday
2.00-5.00 pm, 6.00-7.30 pm
Wednesday
2.00-5.00 pm
Friday
2.00-5.00 pm, 6.00-7.30 pm
Saturday
10.00-12.00
COMPTON VERNEY
PRESENTS
THE LIFE OF ALICE NEEL
Alice Neel (1900-84), whose
work is currently included in The
Naked Portrait at Compton
Verney, was one of the great
portrait painters of the twentieth
century, and her paintings make
up a fascinating record of New
York and America. This new
documentary film by her son
Andrew Neel, on Sunday 4
November, chronicles her life
and work and explores the
struggles she faced as a painter
who defied convention.
The film is introduced by Jeremy
Lewison, critic and writer on
Neel’s work and former Director
of Collections at Tate. He will
also contribute to a question and
answer session following the
film screening.
Contact: Ina Cole, Compton Verney, Warwickshire, CV35 9HZ.
Tel: 01926 645540
Email:ina.cole@
comptonverney.org.uk
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BED & BREAKFAST
Buttslade House Cottage (Sibford Gower) offers
comfortable accommodation with en suite bathroom
overlooking a tranquil English country garden.
Contact Diana Thompson (01295)788818
or janthompson50@hotmail.com
www. buttsladehouse.co. uk

Judi Elkin
Aromatherapy – Swedish Massage – Reiki
Mobile Therapist
Call 01295 276936 or 07901 538295
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HOOK NORTON ART SOCIETY
It has been a year since the Society was formed and
it has been a successful twelve months.
During the year, two six week courses were
organised; firstly ' The Art of Spain' and secondly
'The Art of Sienna'. The Society also ran a Day
School at the Brewery Centre on 'Victorian Art and
Literature' and coach trips to visit Art Exhibitions in
London.
The planned programme for the beginning of next
year will include a six week course on '20th Century
Art' at the Community Centre at the Primary School,
starting on 31st January.
This will be followed by a Quiz Evening at the
Brewery Centre on Saturday 9th February and a Day
School at the Brewery Centre on 16th April, when the
subject will be ' The Canterbury Experience –
Chaucer and his Pilgrims'. The tutor will be Tim
Porter.
Write these dates in your diary and if you are
interested in these events, please ring Sue Coltman
on 01608 730333 or Paul Warwick on 01608 737107
for further information.
Betty Couldrey

FROM ALL
OF US
AT THE
HOOK
NORTON
VILLAGE
NEWSLETTER
MERRY
CHRISTMAS
HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
AND
A
FANTASTIC
NEW YEAR!

Handsewn & Interlined curtains &
pelmets our speciality
Roman & Roller blinds
Customised design service and home consultancy
Every kind of fabric from many
leading manufacturers
Decorative Poles, Tie backs & Trimmings
New Sofas &
Chairs Loose Covers &
Cushions Wallpapers -

Lampshade making Custom made
Bedspreads &
Headboards Re-upholstery service -

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
www.annwoolgrove.com
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HEARD ABOUT “CARBON FOOTPRINTS” ?
DO YOU WANT TO WORK OUT YOURS ?
When you hear the pieces in the media about International Climate Change
Agreements in Bali does it make you question “well can I really make a difference
here in Hook Norton” ? Well, yes we really can make a difference, because showing
that we are making choices to counter climate change gives the clearest signals to
our political leaders that it is time to stop taking about climate change and taking
action! An excellent example is Hook Norton school where, led by Nellie Crouch and
the eco committee, we are now releasing 3 tonnes less carbon dioxide per year – that
is the equivalent of 300,000 normal sized balloons filled with carbon dioxide ! The
beauty as far as the school is concerned is that is also saving £600 every year. Has
this needed large investment? No ! The savings have largely come from the children
empowered to remind teachers about turning lights and computers off when they are
not needed.
It is when groups of us come together that we can make a real difference and the
changes each of us make soon add up. We do not all have to be at the “cutting edge”
of sustainable living but so we can all demonstrate that we are truly thinking about
our own energy use and minimising it year on year.
The “eagle-eyed” amongst you might have spotted a review of carbon calculators in
the Sunday Observer on the 4th November. Carbon calculators help people work out
the amount of energy they use in a year – often referred to as your “carbon footprint”.
The one we have just put together at the charity I run, The National Energy
Foundation, came out top of all those reviewed and comments included “the
recommendations section is brilliant”.
So I thought you might be interested in having a go at working out your carbon
footprint and seeing ways in which you can save money, reduce carbon emissions and
make a personal contribution to countering climate change. Please have a look at the
web site below; as the Observer correspondent found it only takes 8 minutes! Just go
to: www.nef.org.uk and see.
Alternatively, if you want to get together with a group of like-minded people for a
session where we can talk through what is involved and share ideas on what we can
do as individuals and as a community, then please let me know (contact details
below). Hook Norton primary school has kindly said that they would be happy for me
to arrange a session using their computer room on one evening that fits in your and
the school’s busy diaries. So if you would like to come for a 30-60 minute
session at the school and walk out with your carbon footprint and some
practical steps you can take then do give me a ring or drop me an e-mail.
It’s confession time for me on this point !
When I joined The National Energy
Foundation (NEF) in 2005 I had been working in the broad “environmental” area for
15 years on issues such as how to minimise the
impacts of major oil spills by working with natural
processes rather than against them. I would have
said I was environmentally aware person.
But then along with everyone else in the team at
NEF I calculated my carbon footprint. I was
horrified to see that the personal footprint that I
had direct control over was 11 tonnes, compared
to the average UK person of 5.5 tonnes.
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I was at double the average! Why was this? Well my personal
travel contributed 9 tonnes to the total having flown over to
Australia to visit my sister in 2005.
In 2006 I managed to get this down to around the UK average
of 5.5 tonnes through a combination of cutting out long haul
flights entirely (although not being able to resist one flight to
Switzerland for some ski mountaineering). Reducing emissions
from my house through topping up loft insulation (not only cutting down heat losses
but also now knowing where everything is in the loft !), installing a condensing boiler,
putting in 4m2 of flat plate solar panels to provide half my hot water needs, and
switching my electricity supply to Good Energy with its 100% renewable sourcing.
But that still only got me down to the UK average, and here I was leading an
organisation that is itself providing leadership in the UK on climate change.
So what was the largest source of my emissions? Well I was still commuting a regular
35 miles each way in a fairly standard 1.6 Rover doing 35 miles to the gallon.
So the step change in 2007 was changing my car from a petrol car that did 35mpg to
a 2004 Polo diesel at 60 mpg. I also run it on 100% biodiesel from waste oil, reducing
my emissions by a further 70-80% on top of making the switch to a more fuel
efficient, smaller diesel. I have also concentrated on reducing the mileage by
reducing the number of journeys, and also cycling 10 miles each way (a 1/3 of the
distance to work) on average one
day a week.
I have reduced my footprint in 2007
to down to just below 2 tonnes which is the UK Government target
for 2050.
And do I feel “I’ve cracked it” ? No,
certainly not. I know that while I
have been able to reduce my own
personal emissions by using waste
oil derived biodiesel, it is a limited
supply. So, I need to do more to
reduce my mileage more and “Get
on my Bike” !
Can I really justify living 35 miles
from my place of work even though
we all know there is no better place
in the world than Hook Norton? Or
given we are not on mains gas could
we encourage a local supplier of
wood pellets and switch from
dwindling oil stocks to sustainable
wood fuel? Since cars are here to
stay in Hook Norton would other
people like to be able to buy
biodiesel from waste oil in the
village?
So it is a journey ! Would you like
to be on the journey together?
Contact Tim Lunel on 730446 or
lunel@btinternet.com
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FIVE FRUIT AND VEG. A DAY
If this medical recommendation makes for a healthier lifestyle, then by what we are
experiencing, Hook Norton may need more land for allotments.
Twelve months ago we began to see the expansion of the Burycroft allotments. In this
short period we have seen the membership increasing from eighteen to forty one plot
holders. How has this come about?
A few years ago it was decided to form Hook Norton Allotment Association and by
being affiliated to the National Allotments and Leisure Gardens Association, we were
able to secure legal advice, beneficial seed prices and most importantly to have one
voice when it came to issues of tenancy.
Twelve months ago, there were a sufficient number of people on the waiting list to
warrant some action. The Parish Council were approached to see whether the under
utilised grazing land below the allotments could be released for allotments. It didn’t
take long for this to be sanctioned so a further six plots were created. The lower field
below the right of way was then earmarked to be let for grazing, but this did not come
to fruition. The P.C then approached the HNAA to see if this land too could also be
used for allotments.
After many hours of hard work, erecting fences, hanging gates and ploughing, the
new plots were made available this October. Sixteen new plot holders are now busy
preparing the land for next season’s crops.
All of this would not have been accomplished had it not been for Melvyn Riley of the
P.C and his support and for the dedicated work by members of the HNAA.
Maybe it’s not just the” five fruit and veg.” that leads to a healthier life but it is the
exercise and comradeship of being a Hooky allotment holder.
From a Plot Holder – name supplied
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FIREFIGHTING – DECEMBER EDITION 2007
Well it’s certainly been busy at your local fire station, both on calls and on the charity
front.
During July to October we have answered 57 calls for assistance. We’ve had to answer
32 calls for standby cover at Banbury & Chipping Norton, 11 False Alarms including
an impending light aircraft crash in Adderbury. Fortunately this was averted. A fire
at Churchill Church, an electrical fire @ Spiceball, a barn fire & field fire in Churchill &
Chipping Norton, a car fire at Swerford & on the M40, 2 chimney fires & a cooker fire,
The remaining calls came over what should have been a hot summer. Instead it was
a wet one, where we assisted in Black Bourton, Bloxham, Great Tew, Banbury, the
Osney Area of Oxford and Shipton Under Wychwood where we had to evacuate 60
elderly residents, 1 cat & a budgie from a nursing home using 2 boats from
Manchester and a local farmers tractor & trailer. The residents remained in high
spirits!! Literally throughout the evacuation.
Have you had your chimney swept? There has been a five per cent increase in
chimney fires across Oxfordshire over the past three years. The increase has been
directly attributed to residents not sweeping their chimneys on an annual basis before
lighting the first fire of the cold season. Looking at data from the past three years, we
can see that the most fires (42) occurred in March 2006. The safest month was June
2005, with no chimney fires.
Remember...
l have your chimney swept once a year (twice if you burn wood)
l avoid burning resinous woods
l burn only suitable fuels
l do not overload your fireplace
l let the fire burn out completely before you go to bed
l always check around the fireplace for hot embers or sparks
l use a British Standard fire guard to prevent sparks escaping
l fit and test a British Standard smoke alarm.
Apart from the calls side, we have been busy raising money for charity, So far this
year we have raised over £7,000 from events such as Music at the Crossroads which
was just over £2,000, £850 from the station open day, £3400 from the bonfire at the
brewery - which has to be said was probably our best bonfire ever and could still be
seen glowing from the sky at midnight. A donation of £800 from Nigel Matthews'
Bonfire, plus other donations from organisations & collection boxes and we’re not
finished for this year yet!! Out of this we have donated over £5,000 to the Fire Service
National Benevolent fund, £800 to Thames Valley Air Ambulance, and £1,000 to the
Hook Norton Charitable Association.
We have also donated £500 + £25 from each fire fighter at Hook Norton to the
Warwickshire Fire fighters appeal where 4 fire fighters
lost their lives. If you wish to make a donation, hand it to
any
Hooky
fire
fighter
or
log
on
to
www.warwickshire.gov.uk Our thoughts are with their
families, friends & our colleagues.
We are still on the look out for new recruits; in
particular we could do with a few more fire fighters for
day cover to ensure we are at full capacity every time we
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go out. If you would like more information then call Ivor Matthews on 07967 317820
or call 0800 5 870 870 to register your interest and get an information pack
Hooky station gets 3 awards, first of all Crew Manager Nigel Matthews finally
received his 20 years long service & good conduct medal from Chief Fire Officer John
Parry, at the same time the crew of Hook Norton received 2 awards for continuously
providing cover to the Hook Norton area 24 hours a day 7 days a week during 2006
but also for maintaining 2000 continuous days cover which is a testament to current
and past crew members that we are always available.
Congratulations to Ben & Melinda on the birth of baby boy Oliver
George.
Thanks to everyone who has supported the station through
various situations, incidents or events - it is appreciated. In
particular, our families & partners who are quite understanding
at 3am or when the tea is ready....you get my drift!! Thank You!!
All it remains for us to say is have a Merry Christmas & a
Happy New Year. Remember to be safe on the roads.
Ensure you have plenty of batteries. DO NOT take them out
of your smoke alarm for the kids toys even for 5 minutes.
Turn your Christmas lights etc off before you go to bed but
most of all - be safe!!
If You Need Fire Safety Advice, call 0800 0 325 999
Remember To Toast New Year. Not Your Tree!!
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Create a new fully fitted kitchen,
bedroom, study or bathroom
- without leaving your sofa.
Dovecote is an established Adderbury based business,
offering a great range of quality fitted home furniture.
We provide everything you need, for your new room all brought to your door
· Large range of door and surface samples all available for
home selection
· Design and layout service -no more guessing or compromising, we accurately measure your room, then design and build to
fit
· .Installation and finishing to the highest standards
for more information visit
www.dovecotekitchens.co.uk
or telephone 01295812856
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CLIPPING FROM THE BANBURY GUARDIAN - 19TH NOVEMBER 1896
(with thanks to Ron Gibbins, Canada)
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Faulkner Associate s
Char te red Acc ountants
Do you need assistance with Sage or other accounting packages?
Are bookkeeping and payroll duties interfering with the running of
your business?
Do you want to start up your own company?
Please contact Sakine Faulkner BS c ACA for all your accounting needs.
Tel: 01608 730 194 Mob: 07947 630 505
email: sakine@faulknerassoc.co.uk
Paintings, prints, 3 D objects, certificates photos,
tapestries. Choose all your frames in the comfort of
your home. Phone for a free visit.

Hook Norton (01608)-730 306

Academy Framing
MICHAEL HEMMINGS
Carpenter & Joiner

Tel: 01608 737069
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, DOORS,
WINDOWS, PURPOSE MADE JOINERY,
HOMEIMPROVEMENTS, RESTORATION WORK.
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THE THEATRE – A RANDOM REVIEW
We could almost think Hook Norton is at the hub of theatre land.
Here we are surrounded by a strong regional theatre providing plays to suit every
taste – many on tour after London’s West-End or on their way to the Capital. However
the backbone is the touring companies; those visiting Chipping Norton Theatre or The
Mill at Banbury as well as the grander venues such as Oxford, Coventry or Cheltenham.
I thought an occasional comment on plays seen might whet the appetite – especially
for those who have lost the habit of theatre-going.
In all this I do not forget the thriving local amateur drama groups, including our own
Hooky Players, who produce some wonderful plays to a very high standard.
This past month has been especially enjoyable. It started with a visit to the
Cheltenham Everyman Theatre to see the National Theatre production of Alan
Bennett’s “History Boys” – a group outing by Hook Norton Literature Group. The film
is good – the play better (perhaps our lunch at the theatre helped!), as Bennett
humorously draws on his own experiences of being a Grammar School boy preparing
for a scholarship to Oxford. As so often the case it was the youngsters, as the “history
boys”, who stole the show.
Another great living playwright, believe it or not he has written 70 plays, is Alan
Ayckbourn. The refurbished Royal & Derngate at Northampton staged its own
production of his “Time of My Life”. A typical Ayckbourn; a family celebration exposes
inner secrets, failings & frustrations – yet you laugh. It was not one of his best
nevertheless – but then if you write that number of plays they cannot all be winners
– the man himself said that!
Another theatre that has undergone refurbishment, now including a very attractive
restaurant, is the Belgrade at Coventry. Now this was a real treat. Eighty-one year
old Warren Mitchell playing the part of an even older octogenarian in Jeff Baron’s
“Visiting Mr Green”. Following a traffic incident in New York a young man has to do
six months community service by visiting Mr Green once a week. Their developing
relationship is wonderfully portrayed – nor is young David Sturzaker upstaged by
Warren Mitchell – but this chance to see what a fine actor “Alf Garnet” really is, was
quite something.
Finally, and nearer to home, was the Hampshire-based Phoenix Theatre Company’s
production of “Jane Austen – An Elegant Portrayal” at The Mill Arts Centre Banbury.
Three actors really did, elegantly, portray Miss Austen as well as her characters in
extracts from “Pride & Prejudice” and “Persuasion”. The versatility of the performers,
with minimum props, filled me with admiration – watch out if they return to The Mill.
John Wheatley

SCIENCE OXFORD EXHIBITION
Floodscapes by John Goto
26 November – 11 January, Monday – Friday, 10am to 4pm, Free Entrance
(Closed Monday 24 December - Tuesday 1 January inclusive)
Oxfordshire artist John Goto tackles flooding with an exhibition of stunning and
innovative photo-digital collages. Goto explores the use of art as a way of engaging
people with the aesthetics of landscape and the issues and options involved in
managing and preventing floods in a natural and sustainable way.
1-5 London Place, St Clements, Oxford, OX4 1BD
01865 728953 www.scienceoxford.com events@oxtrust.org.uk
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COTSWOLD
CARRIERS
Moving people with care

REMOVALS
STORAGE
SHIPPING
Warehouse No.2, The Walk,
Hook Norton Road, Chipping Norton
Oxon. OX7 STG
Tel 01608 730500 Fax 01608 730600
Website: www.cotswoldcarriers.co.uk
Email: bill@cotswold-carriers.com
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MESSAGE FROM SANTA CLAUS TO CHIPPING NORTON LIONS
Dear Lions,
I have just received Lion Liz and Lion Mike’s letter kindly reminding me that I had
promised to help you with your Christmas collection this year. I will be delighted to
come and see you all again to visit two of my favourite places Chipping Norton and
Hook Norton! and be very pleased to meet the children and their parents again. I
have already made the arrangements to get me to Chippy and Hooky for each visit
and just to confirm.
Chipping Norton
Tuesday 4th December around 5.30 p.m. Walterbush Road -- Hailey Avenue
Thursday 6th December 5.30pm Late night shopping in the town
Tuesday 11th around 17.30
Saturday

15th

-The Leys - Dunstan Ave. + East side of town.

Meet Santa in the town from 10a.m. -4p.m.

Hook Norton
Sunday 9th
I spend the afternoon with you
from about 1.30 p.m.
I am hoping Mother Christmas may be with me on
some visits.
The Elves and Techno-gnomes have been working
hard since their return from their Spring and Summer
holidays to produce the presents. The Reindeers
came back from the summer pastures looking very
sleek and fat, especially Prancer. He was so fat all he
could manage was a little hop! However my Dwarf
grooms and trainer will have them back in fine fettle
and by Christmas they will be ready for anything.
Rudolf has said they will need to be fit as they were
told by Mrs Christmas that I too had put on weight.
What Cheek!
good children.

Looking forward to seeing you all again so please be
Santa Claus.

CHIPPING NORTON ROTARY - “Life begins at 40!"
Chipping Norton's Rotary has just celebrated 40 years of Rotary
and is looking for new members. Several ladies have recently
joined for the first time and Chippy's Rotary is the fastest growing
Club in the area.
Rotary, with over 1.2 million men and woman members in 165
countries, is a global network of volunteers from the professional
and business worlds who provide humanitarian service,
encourage high ethical standards and help goodwill across the world.
Rotary which raises "millions" for charities has primarily been responsible for almost
eradicating Polio having raised $500 Million since 1985.
Chippy's Rotary meets Monday evenings and is a highly social group who enjoy each
other's company while raising funds mainly for local good causes. Further information
can be obtained from Paul Jackson 01608 658 500.
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK - MID SEPTEMBER TO MID NOVEMBER
Christopher Barry phoned to say that at about 15.45 on 5th October
he saw 4 Buzzards circling around and calling over the East End of the
village.
On 26th October a Merlin was seen and heard making a
terrible racket whilst flying in the East End being chased by a Crow.
Doug Marshall has emailed to say that in late October his attention was
drawn to a Sparrowhawk which had downed a Wood Pigeon on a
driveway in The Bourne. As it busily plucked its prey it was bothered
by an opportunist Magpie landing a few feet away, repeatedly hopping
in sideways, tearing off bits of the carcass and taking them
into a neighbouring garden to eat. After watching
for several minutes he fetched his camcorder.
Predictably, as soon as it spotted the large lens looking at it, the
Sparrowhawk took off with the Pigeon remains hanging from its
talons, with the cheeky Magpie in hot pursuit, over the roof of the
nearby house. He has noted this reaction before with birds of prey
as they will tolerate people watching, but the beady eye of the
camera is too much and he comments that Patrick Fox's Sparrowhawk photo on the August newsletter cover (also in the 2008 St
Peter's Church calendar) was excellent. An observation, I am sure,
we all agree with. All the wildlife photos in the Church calendar are
superb. We have seen Sparrowhawks on a few occasions recently
flying through our garden and twice a male sitting on our side fence.
Single Herons have been seen around a great deal and they stand
on the roof of the bungalow opposite us, who do have a pond in their garden. Is this
the same Heron that was trying to get at Jackie's fish that was mentioned in the last
newsletter - they are certainly persistent birds!
Our first Fieldfares were 6 on 4th October and we have seen many of these and
Redwings since. I thought that the following information would be of interest to you
as it is to me, as it talks about the arrival of migrants and is this happening early this
year.
The timings of migrants' arriving here can vary widely from year to year,
depending on conditions on their breeding grounds, here, and at all points in between.
For thrushes and finches it has a lot to do with the availability of their staple foods,
including berries, seeds and nuts. Last autumn's migration was relatively slow as
there was a glut of Rowan berries and beechmast both here and in Scandinavia and
continental Europe, so these birds tended to stay closer to their breeding grounds,
but this year, although the soft fruit harvest is good and the amount of Hawthorn
berries not too bad, the big four, oak, Rowan, Beech and conifers, have had low crops
in comparison to the last few years, so winter thrushes, finches and Jays are on the
move that much earlier. Bad weather on the breeding grounds will obviously spur
birds into moving south earlier, but they also need the right winds to allow them to
reach the UK. So, high pressure in September brought a number of Nearctic rarities,
while more recent easterly and northerly winds brought Siberian and Scandinavian
migrants. It is really interesting that so many birds that we see during the winter are
migrants.
We were very excited to have a couple of Meadow Pipits in our garden on 10th
November and a male Blackcap of 13th November. There have been many Pied
Wagtails around.
A Bat was seen on 12th October and a large Dragonfly on 13th October. The odd
Butterflies have been around flying in the sunshine and the last ones seen are a Small
Tortoiseshell and Red Admiral on 6th November.
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David Shirt emailed to say that as he and Sandie were driving past Thistle Lea Farm
on 26th October at 18.30 (only just dark) there was a Barn Owl sitting in the middle
of the road. It was interested in something lying in the road (a dead mouse?) and
they would have run it over if they had not stopped the car. It did eventually fly off.
At 07.10 on 31st October David Shirt has reported that there was a group of 4 Roe
Deer grazing in a field at the top of South Hill. There was a Fox in our garden on 4th
October at about 16.40 and on 12th November at about 16.20 there was one on the
path coming into the village from Wigginton.
This year seems to be disappearing at a very fast rate and I would like to wish you all
a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Thank you to those of you who have been in touch and please contact me with your
sightings.
Geraldine Moore Tel: 730236 email: geraldine.moore1@btinternet.com

SCIENCE OXFORD
Christmas Lecture by Brian Aldiss
Science and Civilisation on Wednesday 5th December 7.30pm
£5/SO Friends £3
Brian Aldiss is one of the UK's most important contemporary
novelists. For over half a century his books have explored the impact of science on
society. Always insightful and never dull, his description of the history of civilisation
is sure to make for a riveting evening.
Science Oxford Film Club: The Day After Tomorrow
Monday 17 December at 7pm, £3/SO Friends Free
Climate Change - The Movie! This rip-roaring adventure set in a world paralysed by
global warming is a must for climate change sceptics and eco-warriors alike. Suspend
your disbelief and enjoy the ride!
Climate Change: How Will Your Garden Grow?
Tuesday 8 January 7.30pm, £3/SO Friends Free
Our gardens can be places to relax, to entertain, to play, to grow food or simply to enjoy
but what does a changing climate mean for our gardens? Join us as Martin Stott explores
this issue and considers ways we can tackle some of potential problems our gardens may
face and at the same time take advantage of a changing climate.
Sydney's Exciting Urban Wildlife with Oxford Urban Wildlife Group
Wednesday 16 January at 7.30pm, £3/OUWG & SO Friends Free
An illustrated talk on the astonishingly rich wildlife of Sydney, from spectacular
sandstone cliffs, to parrots, eucalypts and bottle brushes. Colonisation, farming, fire
habitats, alien species and increasingly committed community groups all form part of
a dynamic story.
Science Oxford
1-5 London Place, St Clements, Oxford, OX4 1BD
01865 728953 www.scienceoxford.com events@oxtrust.org.uk

Joanne Bradbeer and Richard Turner
were married at
St Peter’s Church Hook Norton
on October 13th 2007
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STOUR SINGERS
CHRISTMAS CONCERT – LATIN- AMERICAN STYLE
Saturday, 8th December 2007 at 7.30pm
St Edmund’s Church, Shipston-on-Stour
The coming of Caliche, the distinguished professional South American Folk Group,
to Shipston on December 8th 2007 provides a rare opportunity to experience the
exuberance of the sacred rhythms of that continent together with the tranquillity
of traditional English Christmas choral music - and enjoy plenty of audience
participation.
Caliche play instruments such as flutes, panpipes, charangos and mandolins and
they combine with Stour Singers to perform two works completed by the
Argentinian composer, Ariel Ramirez, in 1964 - Misa Criolla ( Creole Mass) and
Navida Nuestra (Our Nativity).
Ramirez was born in 1921 in Santa Fe and trained as a classical pianist. He
became fascinated by the rhythms and diversity of creole (native) and gaucho
music and carried out an extensive research of the folk traditions Argentina while
studying composition in Buenos Aires before embarking on a study of classical
music in Madrid, Rome & Vienna. The first public performance of the Misa took
place in Dusseldorf in 1967 with Ramirez conducting.
Navidad Nuestra is a depiction of the Mystery of the
Incarnation. In six short episodes this evocative Creole
folk-tableau covers the Christmas story from the
Annunciation to the flight into Egypt. Both works will be
sung in Spanish with tenor & baritone solos taken by
members of Caliche making this a truly authentic
performance. Unmissable.
Tickets £7.50, from choir members, R. Clarke, 27,
High St, Shipston, and at the door. (Accompanied

WORKMEN
I notice that a small group of men have appeared again calling at houses and
offering to weed drives, clean gutters etc and, after a poor quality job done in quick
time, then accompanied by a couple of heavies, an excessive amount is demanded
from the resident particularly if they happen to be elderly.
It was apparent from the last census that there is a large number of properties in
the village with only one occupier — nearly 200 out of the 800 houses and there
must be a lot of elderly people in that figure.
May I make a suggestion that you bring this to the attention of the villagers in your
next editorial? I find the easiest way to get rid of these people is to say I need a
written quotation. I never see them again so I suggest the best advice to readers is
"Always insist on a written quotation" or better still say' I always use the local village
builder'.
Some of these men say they are from Smiths of Bloxham to give themselves some
air of credibility. I have not checked this but I doubt it. I know of a case where after
power washing a small drive the demand was for £1,500. Obviously, this was
highly excessive but after bargaining down the final payment was still far too high
(£500).
Name supplied
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HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Matches
The Floodlit and Weekend matches are well under way in the Banbury
League. We have 4 Floodlit teams and 3 Weekend teams.
The Summer C team came second in their division and will be
promoted next year.
Tournaments
Two very successful tournaments were run in September. The ladies’ tournament was
won by Hazel Middleton (right)
and Liz Kibblewhite (left).
The victors in the men’s
tournament were – Dr Martin
Harris
(centre)
and
Neil
Daniels (right), seen here
being presented with the
trophy by Chris Rothwell (left).
Coaching
Mini tennis red and orange
sessions have moved indoors
during the winter. On a
Wednesday, sessions are held
at the Hook Norton Primary
School in the hall between
4pm-6pm. On a Saturday, the
sessions are held at the Hook
Norton Village Hall between
9.30am-11.30am. Mini tennis green
and juniors sessions remain at the
tennis club. The ladies coaching session
is on a Tuesday morning between
10.00am-11.30am. Sessions are held
from 30th October – 8th December.
Please contact Marc Gilkes, Club Coach,
on 01295 265085 for further details.
Christmas Bazaar
This will be held at the Sports & Social
Club House on the afternoon of Sunday
2nd December. There will be a wide
range of stalls and attractions - please
come.
Elaine Priestley.

69

N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
Due to the expansion of Banbury plant hire we are now
able to offer customers, new and old the facility of:

SKIP HIRE
& SKIP BAGS
YOU BAG IT WE BIN IT!!
SKIP THE REST & SKIP WITH THE BEST!!

N L MATTHEWS
INCORPORATING

BANBURY PLANT HIRE
SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skip loaders – Full Range of diggers from half ton
upto 20 ton – Sit on Rollers – Dumpers – Mixers – Wacker
plates – Full range of aggregates – Concrete blocks – Bricks
– Sand – cement – Shingles for driveways and gardens –
Top soil – Mulch – Woodchips

Phone: 01608 730215 Fax: 01608 730125
e mail: jackiewise@btconnect.com
FERRIS HILL FARM, SIBFORD ROAD
HOOK NORTON, OXON OX15 5JY
WEBSITE: nlmatthews.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON (SENIOR) FOOTBALL CLUB
With just over 40% of the league season already completed, our
First Team is somewhat surprisingly placed in 9th position in the
Premier Division of the Sport Italia
Hellenic League, having played only 3 matches at home of the 18
matches so far undertaken. Whilst the club is not getting carried
away by this interim achievement, since the objective for this
season of obtaining consolidation in this higher division is, as yet, only about half
done, we should nonetheless not lose sight of the fact that what the First Team has
done so far should be recognised as an achievement. As a consequence, the Team’s
incentive now is to maintain the early season good form and, if possible, even
improve upon it, encouraged by the fact that it now has a succession of home
matches to look forward to at “Fortress The Bourne”, including the first ever evening
match under the new floodlights, commencing at 7.30pm on Tuesday 11th December
when our opponents will be local rivals, Bicester Town. On this occasion, our most
senior and regular supporter, George Harris, has accepted our invitation to formally
switch on the lights on what promises to be a most enjoyable and memorable occasion.
As I write these notes, I am keeping my fingers crossed that, at the third time of
asking, the local electricity company finally manages to dismantle the adjacent
overhead cables, thereby allowing work to be completed on the floodlights, hopefully
in time for second half usage in this coming Saturday’s Reserve Match against
Shrivenham Reserves. In referring to this aspect, I am only too well aware that a
number of residents and businesses have been inconvenienced and will, once more,
be inconvenienced by a loss of mains power for a few hours on 3 separate days. Whilst
the Football Club regrets this inconvenience, it nevertheless wishes to point out that
the matter has been entirely in the hands of the electricity company; be that as it
may, our club members thank you for your patience and understanding and, after this
coming Thursday’s planned operation, we sincerely hope that you won’t be troubled
in this way, on our behalf, again.
The Second Team, as in recent previous years, is having a somewhat tougher time
than that of its more senior counterparts. Indeed, it is currently languishing in the
bottom half of Division 2 (West) whilst its Manager, Marcus Carberry and his
Assistant, Tony Luckett struggle to find a settled and consistent squad. Undoubtedly,
both managers’ unfamiliarity with local players is a handicap which, in time, we trust
that they will be able to overcome.
On behalf of the Club, I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New
Year. Please look out for our home matches and, if you can give us your support,
especially at home matches, we will be most grateful. Apart from the first evening
match to which I have already referred, please make a note in your diaries of
Saturday 15th December.
At 3.00pm we kick off against Flackwell Heath in the Premier Division and from
7.30pm on the same date, at the clubhouse,
we are holding a Race Night/Karaoke
Evening when the Grand Christmas Draw will
be made – First Prize £100. Tickets for the
Draw are just going on sale and can be
obtained from any Committee Member,
including me, and any player. As always we
thank you for your good wishes and support.
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CALENDAR
DECEMBER
1

Eve

1

2
4
6
8
8
9

9

13
13
13
13
14
15

16

Christmas Ball - Adults Sports & Social Club
7:30pm The Hook Norton Brass Band
Christmas Concert – St Peter’s Church
Christmas Bazaar and Grand
Draw - Sports & Social Club
7:30pm Local History Group
Blue Box / Brown Bin week
9–12am Village Market
7 pm
Hook Norton Film Society
for 8pm 'The Rebel' - Memorial Hall
3 – 5pm Village Children’s Christmas
Party – ‘Christmas Crackers’
0 – 5 years
5.30
Village Children’s Christmas
– 7.30pm Party – ‘Christmas Party
Popper’ 6 – 10 years
Green Bin Week
11.00am Wheelers and Squealers
7:30pm Parish Council Meeting
8pm
Sing to the Lord – St Peter’s
Church
6
Youth Club – 7.30pm Sports & Social Club
7.30pm Cotswold Chamber Choir
Christmas Carol Concert –
St Peter’s Church
10am
Young People’s Christmas
Service – St Peter’s Church

16 10.30am Baptist Church - Carol
Service
16
Village Children's Xmas
Parties
21 2pm
Primary School closes for
Christmas holiday
23 10am
Carols for Christmas –
St Peter’s Church
23 10.30am Baptist Church Carol Service
24 10.30am Baptist Church – Family
Service
24 11.15pm Baptist Church Christmas
Eve Communion Service
24 11:30pm St Peter’s Church – Midnight
Communion
25 8.00am St Peter’s Church - Holy
Communion
25 10.00am Baptist Church – Christmas
Day Family Service
25 10.00am St Peter’s Church - Morning
Service
28 Pm/eve National Blood Service at
School
31
Directory of Services 2008 –
Deadline for Entries
31
Start of 6 week course –
“20th Century Art” - Art
Society – HN Primary
School

JANUARY 2008
7
8
8
10

10
10
10

6 – 8pm Youth Club - Sports & Social
Club
8:55am Primary School : Start of
Term
7:30pm Local History Group
9.00am Primary School Foundation
Stage Unit (Nursery) : Start
of Term
11.00am Wheelers and Squealers
7:30pm Parish Council Meeting
8pm
Sing to the Lord – St Peter’s
Church

12 9–12 am
12 7pm
for 8pm
15

Village Market
Hook Norton Film Society
'Volver' - Memorial Hall
Hook Norton Village
Newsletter Copy Date
15 2.00pm WI Meeting - Baptist Hall
24 10:30am Carry on Learning - Library
23 7.30pm Hooky Players Panto
-26
“Beauty and the Beast”–
Memorial Hall
26-27
Bird-watching weekend
http://www.rspb.org.uk/bird
watch/

Find a copy of the Newsletter and a rolling twelve month village diary at
www.news-hooknorton.freeserve.co.uk
Printed by KMS Litho, Hook Norton. 01608 737640

